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MpeancroBre nepeBoguMKa

KHura Jliogsuka AikeHasun «Cerna bedynka» - «YépHas WKaTynka» 6bina
HanucaHa v Bbllia B UexocnoBakny Ha Yelickom B 1964 rogy. OueHb ObICTPO
OHa 6bl/1a NepeBefeHa 1 BbiNyLLleHa M3gaTenbcTBOM Artia Ha pyCCKOM, aHrIACKOM,
HeMeLKOM A3blKax. K coxaneHuto, nepeBofbl 3T Oblan CAeNaHbl, MArKO BblpaXaschb,
peMeCfieHHO 1 XOTeNnoch 4aTb MOMHOLEHHbIN 3KBUBANEHT «YEPHOW LIKATYNKU» Ha
pycckom. [Mo nnaHy u3gatesnibCTBa «Xy[0XeCTBEHHAA iMTepaTypa», Takas KHUra
JOMKHA 6blna NosBUTLCA B €BET B 1969 rogy. K 3aToMy BpeMeHu 3HauuTeNbHast
YacTb NePeBOA0B M3 «YEPHO LWKaTyNKW» 6blna onybanKoBaHa - riaBHbIM 06pasom,
B «Hegene» (NpunoXxeHUn K rasete «M13BecTus»), HEKOTOPble BOLIAN B COOPHUK
n36paHHbIX Npou3BefeHUn JliogBuKa ALLKeHasn «Bcrlogy BCTpeyanucb MHe
NOAMN...», BbINYLLEHHbINA TEM Xe U3[aTeNbcTBOM B 1967, UX YMTaN B KOHLEepTax v no
pagno Bsvecnas COMOB, OHU Oblvi NOMOXKEHbI Ha My3blKy AnekceeM PbIGHUKOBLIM
1 Murkaanom TapuBepfueBbIM (B CBOE KHUIe BOCMOMUHAHWIA «$ MPOCTO >XW/»
TapuBepaveB MULLIET, YTO €ro BOKa/IbHBIA LMK Ha CnoBa ALLIKEHa3W MCMO/HAM
EneHa KaubypoBa - K COXa/IeHUIO, He C/bILLas), CTaBUINCh Ha CLieHaX CTYAEHUECKUX
TeaTpoB M T.4. BCE 370 pa3om KoHumnocb B 1968 rofgy - ¢ KOHLUOM “IlpakcKoii
BECHbI”, 3aJYLUEHHON COBETCKMMW BOWCKamu, BTOPriuMMuUcs B YexocnoBakuio.
«YépHas WKaTy/nKa» cTana ofHON M3 npumeT 60-biIX FOA0OB W OCTanacb Takoi B
namsTV NOfAe 3TOro MOKOMEHUs - U 13 BbiBLUel YexocnoBakuu, U 13 BbiBLLErO
Cosetckoro Coro3a.

«YépHasa LKaTynka» - KHWra CTUXOB U hoTorpaguii. doTtorpadmm He
WAMIIOCTPUPYIOT CTUXM, U CTUXM HE CNYXaT NoAgnucamu nog oTorpagpusamu.
UacTb oTorpadmid, chenaHHbIX AYUWUMKA YELICKUMK MacTepamu, U3BECTHa Mo
(hoToanb60Mam 1 NoNynspHOMY B CBOE BpeMsi XXypHany «Yewickoe hoTO», YacTb -
NpUHagNeXxunT 6e3BecTHbIM hoTonto6utensM. CTuxu, Bowegwne B «YEpHYHO
LWIKaTYNKy», He MOXOXW APYr Ha Apyra. BOMbWMWHCTBO MX HanucaHbl Tak
Ha3blBaeMbIM “CBOOOAHbLIM CTUXOM”, BepAnbpom - 6e3 pudMbl U CObNOAEHNS
KaHOHWYECKMX CTUXOTBOPHbIX pa3MepoB, 6yAy4n CKpenaeHbl BHYTPEHHUM PUTMOM
1 NO3TUYECKOW NOTMKOMA NOCTPOeHMs.' HebonbLUas YacTb - COXpaHSEeT BCe BHELUHYME
NpUMeTbl CTUXa, HO NPM 3TOM Kak Obl BOCXOAWUT K CambiM WCTOKaM MO3TUKW:
KONbl6eNbHOM, nnavy, necHe. [lpu BCel 3HAYUMMOCTU, KakK BblpaXKaloTcs
NNTEpaTypoBeAbl, “NU306pasnTeNnbHOrO paaa”, «HépHas WKaTyika» - 3To Npexaie
BCEro rofioca pasHbIX fIl0fel, nepensieTatoLmecs 4pyr ¢ 4pyroM v ¢ rofiocom aBTopa.
HaBepHO, B 3TOM Hal&n OTPaXXeHWe JONruiA onbIT paboThbl ALLKEHa3N Ha paauo.

JloaBuK ALlkeHasmn pogunca B 1921 rogy. Yuuncs B yHUBEpPCUTETe ropoja
J1bBOBa Ha (hakynbTeTe cnaBucTukU. B 1939 rofy, Korja COBETCKME BOMCKA BOLLIN
B 3anafHyo YKpauHy, OH, Kak 1 MHOrue gpyrue, 6bi1 MIHTEPHUPOBAH U BbIBE3EH B
KasaxctaH. B 1942 rogy Bctynun B UexocnoBauKuii Kopnyc nonkoBHMka CBo60/bl
(noTom - reHepana, NOTOM - npe3ngeHTa YexocnoBakum) U ¢ HAM BEPHY/CS Ha
poavHy. Yuwnncs B npaxckoM KapnoBom yHMBepcuteTe, NOTOM paboTan Ha paguo,
6b1/1 XXYpPHaIMCTOM, Hanucan nonyymBLLMe LUIMPOKYHO U3BECTHOCTb U NepeBefeHHbIe
Ha MHOTVE A3bIKW1, B TOM YUC/IE U PYCCKWIA, KHUIN pacckas3oB «Maickume 3BE34bl»,
«bpyT», «3THOA4bl AeTCKMe W HegeTckme» u gp. B 1968 amurpuposan us
OKKYMNMpOBaLLIOi YexocnoBaknu, U AONrMe rofibl y3HaTb YTO-1MG0 0 ero fabHeliLlei
cyabbe He yfaBanocb - €Camo MMA ALLIKEHasW, Kak U MHOTUX LPYTrUX YELCKUX u
CMOBALKMX MUcaTeneld, XYpPHaIMCTOB, YUEHbIX, MOMUTUKOB, ObINO0 NOJ 3arMpeToM 1 B
Yexocnosakuu, 1 B CCCP. ToNbKO HefaBHO YAanocb Y3HaTb, UTOXW/ OH B
epmaHuKM, nucan pagmornbechbl U CKasku Ans feteid, ymep B 1986 rofly B ropoge
banbuaHo, B Tanuu, TakK 1 He yBUAeB 60nbLLEe CBOel IMparu.

B HacToslee u3gaHwe BOWW MNPEXHWe, 3aHOBO OTPeLaKTUPOBaHHbIE
nepeBoAbl Ha PYCCKMiA U caenaHHble yxxe B CLUA nepeBofbl HA aHTNMACKUIA.

A. NeinzepoBuny



BCTYIJIEHNE

YXK1BOTHbIE He CMOTPAT B 3epKasa.
XKUBYT 1 ymupatoT, nepef cCMepTbio
He noggogsa 6anaHca. He >xanetoT
HW O NpOoLUeALeM, HU O MPOLLIOM, HU O NPOXUTOM.
CpaxatoTcs, cTpaLlaTcs CMepTy,
B MPOMEXYTKaxX MeXAy CpaXKeHbsMU —oaaTcs.
Méc KaHTa
MWUpP BOCMPUHUMAN FN1a3amMy CBOEro XO035UHa,
HO OH He cTan (unocogom.
YKMBOTHbIM (hoTOANNapaT He Hy>XeH -
OHUW YXOAAT B [MKYHIW neca
OT AKYHINEW XXN3HW, IKYHT el Halleld MbIC/N.
Ecnun 6b1 y Turpa 6bin KapmaH Ha 6proxe,
OH He Hocun 6bl B HEM HU hoTorpagui,
HU MpPAAKMA 30710TUCTON LIepCTN.
3aTo MOYTM Y Kaxoro u3 Hac
Ha NosKe ecTb anb6oM,
B KOTOPOM Mbl XpaHuM cebs:
CBOVIX [eTeld, CBOWX ApY3eid, CBO CTpaHy, CBOM
BOCMOMWHAHWA - BOCKPECLUME CEKyH[bI
(Te, yTO 6bINK, M TE, KOTOPLIX HE BbIN0).

*

#1 BCTPETWUN AEBYLLKY...
U3SILLHYIO U CTPOIHYHO, KaK YMHasi OBYapKa KOu.
BmecTto cymku
OHa HOCMNa YEPHYHO LLIKATYIIKY,
LUMaraToM MepeBs3aHHY HaKpecT.

«Y KaXX[oro CBOE, - OHa CKasana, -

a sl HOWy C co6oil BeCb MUp».
Mbl NOAHANMCH Ha KpbIlWy pecTopaHa
N ram OHa OTKpbIfa YEPHYHO LLIKATY/IKY.
EE€ nepenonHanu nuua,
nvua v rnasa,
rnagawve B rnasa apyr apyry.
Tam 66111 6/113KMe, POAHbIE, pasfeNiéHHble
pasfMYHbIMU COBLITUAMMU, CYAbO0I0, LIBETOM KOXMW.
Mx nnua 6binn Bblib6eneHbl CBETOM
1, OAHOBPEMEHHO, NPOMUTaHbI TEHAMU:
NnLa CBATBIX, COMAAT, CYAeN N OCYXAEHHBIX -
B CHOMe cBeTa -
HeMble Y8pHO-6enble Gannagpl.



Hap ronoBoii y Hac 6bla NECTPbIA 30HT OT COMHLA,

a nog Horamu - [Mpara, 3a1Tas ero nyvamu.

370 6bI/10 Ha CneaytoLLmniA ieHb Noche Toro,

KaK nepBblii YenoBeK

npeofonen 3eMHOe MPUTSHKEHNE. ..

A YEpHYIO LLIKATYNKY NepenonHanmn goTorpapum:

6e3HOrnii YenoBek, MaTb

Hafi NyCTOl Tapeskoi, eBpei,

KOTOpPbIN BblIE3aeT U3 KaHanu3auuu,

WHTE/NINTEHTHBIA HeMeL, 3a YNCTKOW nyneméTa,

CTapUK-KUTaeLl, B MOE3A CEBLUMIA BMEPBbIE B XW3HY,

60cas AeByLLUKa, YCHYBLUIAsA Ha NeCTHULE,

KpacaBuua € yCTafibIMWU [Nasamu...

W, KOHeuHo, - 1eTu...

HeckonbKo [ecATKOB Cy4aiHbIX CHAMKOB,

ceMeliHbI anbbom 3emnu.

«Kak 370 CTpalLHo, - CKasan A, - BOMAW 3TUX rNas.

Kak 3aTo cTpallHo, - § NOBTOPWA, - MOMYaHbe 3TUX ry6...»

«B03bMuUTE MX C COBOA, - CKasana eBYLLKa,
MOX0Xas Ha YMHYIO OBYapKy Kou,

Bo3bMUTE MX [OMOI - OHW 6€340MHbI, U B TULLMHE

MOroBOpUTe C HUMU. TONBKO - TUXO.

OHV He MepeHoCAT KpUKa...»

MoTom BHe3anHo BCTana W yLina,

Cama KaK YépHo-6enas 6annaga,

0fHa 13 TeX, MAAEBLUNX U3 LUKATY/KK,

M HeT eé. A doTorpadmm ocTanuch.

Bam, MOM0AbIM M CUMbHBIM, C GPOH30BbIM 3arapom,
BaM OCOGEHHO,

BaM - MOKONEHWNIO KOHKPETHBIX,

Cnerka camoHafesHHbIX M HECEHTUMEHTa/IbHbIX,
BaM, A/151 KOTOPbIX C/I0BO «COLUIN3M»

3BYYMT HACTOMbKO SICHO,

YTO Bbl MPOU3HOCUTE €r0, HE 3armnHascChb,

HO 1 He 3a[lyMbIBasiCh, -

BaM MOCBSALLAET aBTOP

YUEPHYIO LUKATYNKY.



KPUNK

Poanncs yenosek un

KpUuuT.

HWKTO ero He NOHUMaeT,

HO BCe y/bl6atoTCs.

310 ! - OpET YenoBeYekK. -

A NpULLEN XNUTb.

Bbl MHe pagbl?

Cpegmn [obpbix nogen

M B XOpOLUee BPEMS fin A poauncs?
LIBeT mMoeii koxu,

rpaca B aHKeTe -

OHW MHE B XXW3HWU He MomMeLlatoT?
He rpo3nT in BoMHa?

PabCTBO Y)Ke YHUUTOXEHO?
MOXHO aplwarts?

Tak - cnacu6o!

KTO TbI?

Y>KacHO X0Tenocb 6bl NOrOBOPUTL C TO6OI, PbIBOHLKA,
L0XAaTbCA TBOMX MEPBbLIX COB,

yChblWaTb, KaK Tbl NPOU3HOCULLL: He6O, BOAa, TpaBa...

A wenuy Tebe: KTo Tbl? KTO Tbl, MO He3HaKoOMeL,

MO MONYanvBbIA NpuLleney?..

CKOpO Tbl BbIpacCTelLb, CTaHELLb HACTOSLLMM MY>UMHOIA. .
Hey)Xenu Tbl CTaHeLWb TaKUM, KaK TbICAUN:

naxHyLLyM 3710601, a3apToM, BOAKOWA,

Ka3apMEeHHbIM NOTOM, KPOBbIO 3 AECEH...

Heyxxenn Tbl 6yfellb XpUneTb Ha KOro-To:

«Bnepép., yonoaKkun, Noka s He pacKpoBaBU/ BaM MOPAbI..

KT0 Tbl, pbi6OHbKA? Mos 3010Tas pbidKa...
O 4éM Tbl yMaellb, NS4S Ha MEHSt CBOMMMW PacKOCbIMM
rnaskamm?



PELLUETKA

Llenbiii rog, uenbliii rog,

Npexze YeM YeNOBEK Y3HaET,

YTO 3eM/5 U He6O He orpaHUyeHbl CETKON.
YUTOo peLléTka - BepéBKM,
MpuBS3aHHbIE 33 [iBa KPHOYOUKa.

W ofHaxabl YenoBekK nofHMMaeTcs
Haj, CBOE MepBOi PELLETKON.
PacTonbIpvB HOXKM, CMeETCH,

N HUYTO €ro He JepXur...

C aToro gHa Mama

HaumHaeT 6058TbCA 3a CblHA

N HUKOTa Y)XXe He nepecTaHeT...

BOMPOCHI

TpyAHee Bcero, Korja fietv 3a4atoT BONpOChI.
Xy»e BCero, Korja OHW HauuHaloT crnpalmBaTh
3auem? Korga? [pe? TMouemy?..

3ayro?

TpyadHee BCero, Korza Ha Bac CMOTPAT

YucTble rnasa pebeHka:

Y&pHble UK Kapue, 3eNiéHble, ronyoble,
rony6ble [0 NOTEPU AblXaHus,

KaK Hebo ¢ YEPHOIA TOUKONA.

[eTn cmoTpAaT Ha Bac CHU3Y BBepX

M 334al0T BOMPOChI.

Bce fetn Ha 3emse poaunuck nocne BOMHbI,
BO BPEMS BOWHbI...

A 3TU? - HeyXenu nepeg BONHOK?



XUTEMCKAA MYOPOCTb

OfHaX/bl Ye/I0BEK Y3HaET,

YTO OH MPUHAJNEXMUT K MOKONEHMIO.

HocuT y3kne 6ploku 1am KOpoTKYHO HOOKY,
TOMUK Pem60 U nepcTeHb Ha nasnblie,
LwAsny Tna comépepo

WAN KOHCKWIA XBOCT BMECTO MPUYECKM.

OTel ero He NoHXMaeT. OH NPUHALNEXUT

K APYrM MOKOMEHUAM.

CuwnTaeTcs, 4TO nonaraeTcs

paHo BCTaBaTb W PaHO NIOXMUTLCS;

KTO paHo BCTaéT, BUraeT ropbl;

No6YLLbL KaTaTbCs - nonesai B Ky30B;
Nt06BOBb - He KapToLLKa, CepAaLe - He KaMeHb;
Ha 6e3pblbbl M paK CBUCTHET;

CKO/IbKO BOJIKA He KOPMU - He B KOHA KOpM;
He poil ApYroMy fiMy, 13 OKHa He BbICOBbLIBATLCS,
C BOAWTENEM HE pa3roBapuBaTh,

OCTOPOXHO - OKpalleHo!

Hy?!

[na kaxaoro nokKoneHus 3arotoBneHa MyapocTb
OTLOB Y NpajedyLuex,

N BCE-TaKN KaXJoe MOKOeHNe XO4eT

Y3HaTb XW3Hb C Camoro Havana!



UTPA

bonbLue BCero nan no6at

UrpaTb LUAPUKaMU;

F/INHAHBIMA, CTEKMSALILWMW, O/TOBAHHBIMU, LEPEBAHHbLIMM,
30/10TbIMW, CBUHLOBbIMW LUApPUKamMy - B BMHTOBKaXx,
CBOMMM COBCTBEHHLIMW - B YepenHblX KOpobKax,
rnaBHbiM LLIapom 3eMHbIM, Ha KOTOPOM camu

cebe x03seBa

Mbl XVBEM 6€3 NPOMUCKK, 3afapoMm.

A LLlapnK TepnenmsB 1 CHACXOAWUTENEH K HaM,

KakK cTapas pabodyas fowafgb K AeTaMm -

KaTaeT Ha CBOEN CrvHe

N CTapaeTcsi, YTOObI Mbl HE ynasnu.

JepxuTecs, getu!



TeX KTO CBSTO BEPUT B CMpaBea/IMBOCTb
O6LLENPUHSATBIX UCTUH,
rnonaran, yTo BCe AOPOru BeAyT B Pum.



SLUENOHbI
(neceHka Ha CTapblii MOTUB)

SLUENoHbI, 3LLENOHBI,

Mepe3BOHOM KO/IOKO/bHbIM...

KoTenku abiMsaTcs napom,

OTBA/IMBLUNCD, N1€3b HA Hapbl,

[HWLLA BbICKPEOAKOT IOXKKMU,

KTO Haencs, ApbIXHET B NEXKY,

6aby Obl C COB0Ii B JOPOXKKY...
MpoBoga 6eryT 3a ABepbIO.
...UTC 3 NOHT B3l Ty Tunepepwm.
MyTb 4anékunia, NyTb He HOBBIA,
6epern cBOé 340pOBbe,
BCE - KaK npexpe, BCE - Kak 6bIno,
BCE MOKPbITO 6e10i NblIbtO:

3e/eHb W 6eTOH NNaThopMbl.

UépHbI naney, cemadopa

CHOBA TUXOM NIETHEN HOUbIO

NyTb Ha KNagowLLEe NPOPOUMT.
Bpanb 6eryT Konéca KpacHsble.
KTO 1x KpacHOW KpacKoli KpacuT,
CNOBHO ManeHbKWn pebEHOK -
He CONJat /b Henorpe6e&HHbIN?

3LLUENOHBI, 3LLEMOHBI,

Kak rpobbl Mon3yT BaroHbl.

i, NpusTeNb, TaM, C FaPMOHBIO,

HYy-Ka, Bblfail MOXOPOHHbIIA!
Bbibypail HagrpobHbIin KaMeHb,
Haf, To60K0 CKaxXyT Amen.
[aH npukas. [a, BUAHO, NO3JHO -
nog o6¢cTpen nonan Becb Mnoess.

SLLENOHbI, 3LLIEMNOHBI,

Nepe3BOHOM KO/OKOJIbHBIM.

MaxHeT MACOM, MyXM BbHOTCS,

Te, KTO CbITbl, HE MPOCHYTCS,
XMETCSH CMepTb KOCTNSBOW TPyabHo...
MycTb 3emnsa Bam nyxom 6ygeT!



OKKYTMALUUNA

["eHepan ¢ xonma ornsgen OKPecTHOCTb M BO3rNacui:
3emns nobexaeHHas
COYMNIACh AOHbIHE MJIEKOM Y MELOM.
[abbl 1 gane Tak NpPoAOMKANOCh:
MOJ/IOKO CLaBaTb Ha MPUEMHbBIE MYHKTHI,
MEL - B WHTEHAAHTMO, \U~ T
opy>ve - B patyuy,
eBpeeB cobpaTb Ha CTafMOHe,
TPYAOCMOCOBHBIX PerMcTpupoBaTh B LUKOMAX,
—V— MOJbl BbIMbITb, MOCTE/IUTb YACTbIE NPOCTbLIHK,
06bABNAETCA BOEHHOE MO/MOXKEHNE.

Yr»
Vit

C OKKynupoBaHHOro 6askoHa

o(rLepcTBO N060BANOCH 3aX040M COMHLA.
Mo3gpasnanu Apyr gpyra co cnaBHON nobepoi,
YAUBNANUCL - “Kak 3TO paHbLle

Mbl He YYMTbIBaNN 3Ty 3aMeyaTe/lbHy0 CTpaHy

B HALLMX CTpaTernmyeckmx npefHayeptaHusx. [1paBo xe,
3T0 6bIN0 CepbE3HOI OLWMBKOMN!”

BbINE3AN XKE!

Bbinesait, goporoin! Bbinesai, He 6olica!

Uto Tebe Tak MOHPaBUIOCL B 3TOW KaHam3auum?
370 4N5 KPbIC, & He AN18 TaKUX YYAHbIX XXWUA0YKOB.
Hy ewé uyTb-4yyTb. OTAbILLNCL HEMHOTO.

Ha nérkvie He xanyewbca?

TaKoii YenoBeK - W MPSYETCS OT Hac B KaHam3auum.
Kak Te6s 3BaTb? KoH? Kau? PabuHoBn4?

Hy nogpiun ew@. Moxelbs noablwarth

eLé napy MUHYTOK.

HEKPONOIr MATEHBKOMY MOPULY

3a cobbiTusMM BTopoii MupoBoii

HWKTO He BCMOMHWA O ManeHbkoM Mopuue.
MocnegHuiA Bonpoc ero 6b11: "lMaH yuutens,
OTKy[a Npon30LL/IO C/I0BO ‘TeTTo’?

MOoXeT ObITb, OT

[ére?”



CMEPTb

OfiHa poTa Tak Aonro npobbina Ha BocTouHOM (hpoHTe,
4TO OTrpoxana cebe 3eMsHKY,
CaMyto POCKOLLUHYIO Ha BCEM MPOTSXXEHUN PPOHTA.
Cama CwmepTb 3aberana ctofa norpeTbes.
Kaxapblil pa3 ans Heé KpyTUAM NMACTUHKY -
MECHIO NaHAKCHEXTOB BPeMéH BanneHwTeliHa.
CMepTb CnyLuana, CKIOHWUB Yeper K pynopy,
N Kazanacb cebe CHOBa MOMOAONM W BMHOGNEHHOI.
KanutaH Kypu6toHaur, KOMaHAMp poThl,
npuHoOCKUN 4Ns Heé 06es 13 0hMLEPCKOI CTOM0BOWA,
1 CMepTb 3aK/lo4nia ¢ HUM MONYaIMBOE COrflalleHme:
B poTe Kypu6toHaura notepb He 6b110.
OfHaxXabl PyCcCKOW MeTe/bHOR HOUbHO
4yacoBoli BarHep BopBasicsl B 3eMASHKY,
MOXOXUIA CKOpee Ha CHeXKHYH0 6aby, Yem Ha congaTa.
- MocMoTpuTe Ha Hero,- 3aopan Kypuo6roHawr,-
W B 3TakoM Bufe Tbl cOBMpaeLLbcs MapLUnpoBaTh
no KpacHoii nnowaan?
370 Tebe He Ha rpaxaaHke NUANKaTb Ha CKPUMKe!
- F'ocnoguH KanuTaH,- oTpanopToBan BarHep,-
PaspelumnTe jonoxuTs. $ ceitvac Bugen CmepTb,
OHa KMBHYNa MHe 1 ckasana “Wanm Ko MHe,
MailH'KNanH MascTpo!”
- XBatut!- rapkHyn Kypu6toHgur,-
He XOouelllb Yy4acTBOBaTb B Mapafe - He Hajo,
[OCTaBMLUb MOCLIKY MOeli cynpyre dnbhpuae,
HiopH6epr, ynnua MaHca Cakca, 16a.
OTBe3éLWb el NKOHbI 1 cano. OopMuLLb OTNYCK
Mo ceMeliHbIM 06CTOATE/ILCTBAM.

?&*...*

LI

BoT Tak 3to 6b110.
B 3Ty Houb Briepsble kanuTaH KypuoloHAUT NoB3aopun

co CmepTbHo.
- UTo ¢ TO6OI? - yauBunacb CmepTb.- Thl CEFOAHS HE B AyXe.
MocTaBb-Ka Nyuyllie MO MIACTUHKY.
- He TaHM cBOM KOCTASBbIE FPabAn K MOMM MapHAM, -
ckasan KypubroHaur,- OHW 1 Tak HepBHUYAOT
M MOXOXW Ha nepenyraHHbIX CHeXHbIX 6a6.
-Ax!- Bo3pasuna CmepTb,- €C/IM Tbl UMEELLb B BUAY
MasieHbKOro BarHepa, Tak 1 TONbKO X0Tena, YTobbl OH
nourpas MHe HEMHOIO Ha CKpunke. A KcTarw,
YTO OH 3[eCb AeNaeT, Korja Mbl JO/MKHbI C HAM BCTPETUTLCSA
yepes Hegento B HopHb6epre, ynuua MaHca Cakca, 16a?

e« (<
eoFFy *
'eok*o*x *



BANNALA O TOYTAJIbOHE

[eBATOro mas Copok nAToro roga
HaLLIero NeToucYnCNeHNS
noytanboH Ayryct Maryuika
npuwén Ha ynuuy MmmaHynna KaHta
W yBUIEN, YTO YNULbI He CYLLECTBYeT -
TONbKO TabMuKa C Ha3BaHWeM Y/uubl,
TO/IbKO HECKO/MIbKO 3aKOMYEHbIX (hacasios,
YEpHble 4bipbl BMECTO OKOH
1, KOHEYHO, KaTyLLIKa C YEPHLIMU HUTKaMK,
W, KOHEYHO, 6enas feTckas NeHTa,
n nenen, nenen,
KOHEYHO e, neren.
XopoLlo, 4To B cyMKe Ayrycta MatyLiku
NeXkano TOMbKO OAHO MUCbMO
agpecary -
ArHecce BarHeposoii, gom 114,
ynuua MimmaHynna KaHTa.
Co6CTBEHHO roBOPSA, AaXe He MUCbMO,
a NPOCTO NOTEPTbIA TPEYrONbHWK MOMEBONA MOYThI.
OH He peLuunsics Hanucatb

«AfpecaTt Hen3BecTeH»
M BEPHYTb MWUCbMO B OTAENEHUe CBA3W.
Cpeoun WITyKaTypKuU nexana Tydns.
Ayryct MatyLuka npunogHan Qypaxky:
“INaHn ArHellka, NpuLwno nUCbLMo
Bawelii Tygine”
N BNOXWN B Heé TPeyrosibHuK -
MpOCTOli NOYTa/IbOH BTOPOro paspsfa.

A Ha Baulero noyrasiboHa
Bbl MOXeTe NON0XNUTbCS?

BYKETUK

["oBopuna a: “He xoan Tyfa, Baneuka!

Nlexxnt - 1 nyctb NexuT cebe.”

He nocnywancs...

[la pasBe, XuBble, Bbl 6yfeTe CyLUATh XEHLLWHY.
A MEpTBLIM BaM BCE 6e3pas3finyHo.

Buepa nognucany Kanutynauuio.

#-To gymana Tbl Ha cBagbby

XOTes1 HapBaTtb A1 MeHs

OYKeTuK.



MEPBbIA AEHb

Jyyuie Bcero cnutcsa nocsie BOMHBI.

Mepep, BOMHON Ha AyLue He CMOKOWHO:

6yneT? He 6ygeT? PasguHeLlb LUTOPSI -

LynanbLa NpoXXeKTOPOB KPYXXaT Haj, ropoAoM,

M Noj LOXAEM TPY30BMKU ThIUyTCSl, KaK HEMPUKasHHBLIE;
pagMo HafpbIBaeTCsl, peUn CMEHSHTCA MapLiamu;

B celithax 3a CEMbIO MeyaTsMU - MNaHbl

Mobunmsaummn. YenoBek NpOChbINaeTcs HEOXUAAHHO, U Hebo,
eMy KaxeTcs, 06bATO MOXapoM.

Ha BoViHe ToXe He MocnuLb -

BEYHO YTO-HWUOYb Aa CnyyaeTcs:
3aTPELLUT MYNeMET, XKaxHET MUHA U
YKycuT BOWb. Kak TyT yCHYTL?

A KOrja, HakoHeL, CTaHeT TKXO0,
COBEPLLIEHHO, aBCOMOTHO TUXO, -

TYT-TO Tebe BAPYT OTTANAET HOTY.

[axe 06MaHO - onATb He [0 CHa.
HWyYero yauBnTeNibHOTO - BCHO XKM3Hb MPOXOANN Ha ABOUX
W BAPYr - Ha Tebe - CTan O4HOHOIUM.
TYT yX He YCHELLb C HemnpuBbIYKW.

Jlyuie Bcero cnuTca B MepBblid feHb NOC/e BOWHBI -

He po6yauiubes U COMOBbAMMU.

"paxaaHCcKre MeuyTcs, Kak ouymenble, a congat

3ansKeT 1 - byfbTe 340poBbI!

N 6bl He TPE3BOHMUI Haf YXOM GYANTbHUK

(XBaTUT C HEro NoneBbIX TeNegoHOB).

CHsATCA conaaTy TOBapULLM CsiLMe, KOTOPbIX HUKTO YXe
He pa3byauT. Bonblue BCEro - OHM eMy CHSTCA.

B nepBblIii AeHb Nocne BoliHbl NPOGYXAEHbIO
He pagyellbcsi: MPOCHELLULCS M CaM He 3Haelllb,
TO 1N PafoBaThbCs, YTO BCE 3TO MEPEXUN,

TO U Nnakarte...



CTEHA

Ha ctapom knagbuiie nocTpomnn CTeHy

CO CTPaHHOW M03aMKON U3 UMEH 1 hamMUAnii:
Anamos, bepT, Linnek, [aBnaos, Imunei,
daiiBnos, 1akoBOB - 113 €BPEEB.

Ha Bcex - OAWMH HaArpo6HbLIA KaMeHb,
XONOAHBINA, TNagKnii, B CEPbIX MPOXMIKAX.
Ha 3Ty moruny He npmMHOCUIM BYKeTOB,

Hag Heil He CKNOHANNCL MiaKy4une uBbl,
HWKTO He NPUX0AUN K Hell N0 BOCKPECEHbAM,
He MpOoTMpan MOKPOIi TPAMKOI GYKBbI.
OfHaKAbl MpULLINA K CTEHE 3TOM XXEHLMHA

M Hallfa Ha CTeHe CBOE MMS.

Ein rosopunu - “3T0 olmMbKa.

[TaHn, Bbl XKe COBCEM XXMBas.

Cnagute - y Bac Xe KanycTta B KOLUEnke.”
A OHa rnagena Ha cBoé ums,

rnagunia ero TOHKUM, MoYTu AeTCKUM NasibLem
1 rosopuna: “Het, HeT, BCE NpaBu/ibHO -

Tak 1 AO/MKHO 6bITb - BOT 34€Ch,

mexgy HAHom n Nocudgom."”

OYXOBOW OPKECTP

MOXeT 6bITb, 3TO 6bI10; MOXET 6bITb, - TONbKO Oy AeT...
C nocnefHeii BOWHbI BO3BpaLLaeTcs

NoCNeAHWIA BOEHHBIN [yXOBOW OPKECTp:

Tpy 6apabaHa, TpU rennKoHa, Tapenku, byoeH

1 0fHa, nonasLlas ClOfa COBEPLLEHHO CyyaliHo,
thneliTa. 3a OPKeCTPOM Luaraet egpeliTop 3anaca:
“fleoin! Jleoii! B Hory!...” A B HOTYy UATW HEKOMY.
Ha nneye y ethpeiiTopa CBEPHYTOE 3HaMS,
NPONMTaHHOE PaAuM0aKTUBHOMW MNblbIO,

CBETALLEECH KaXAol CKNagKow,

HO CBET/I0, N CBEYEHbS He BUAHO.

“AX, MaiiH nnbep [oTr, - B3AbIXaeT egpeiiTop, -

Takas npekpacHas BOeHHas My3blKa,

M HU OMH Ma/lbUuLLIKA

He GeXWT 3a OpKecTpoMm.”



CO/THbILLKO

Bonblue BCEro AeTu NO6SAT BCE YMEHbLUMTENLHOE,
BCE, PsAOM C YeM OHM camu 6 Kasaincb 6OMbLIMMK.
CorHLEe [eTU Ha3bIBAKOT «COMHbILIKO». 3TO Hac
YMUNSET - OAHO MATHO Ha COMHLE

60/bLLIE BCEI HAaLUe MnaHeTbl.

B oAVH NeTHWI1 nongeHb ManeHbKas SINOHKa,

rnags Ha Hebo, ckasana MaTepu:

“Mama, cmoTpu - rpuboyek!”

HATACAKU

Mel4, cbIHOYKa, Nneld, A6/104KO,
BECb B AMOYKaX, BECb B A3BOYKAX,
BECb B py6UMKax, NoanannHKax,
HefoyOUTbIi, ManeHbKMA.

Meii MonouKo, neii 6enoe,

neii, NECTPbIiA, 06ropenbiii Mo,
neli ropbKoe, CONEHOe,

MOV XyA€eHbKII, 3eNEHbI MOWA,
pOAVBLUNIACS HE BOBPEMS,
6€3BUHHO MPUTOBOPEHHbI.
OTKpOli rNa3éHKM COHHbIe,
COCM ero, COnéHoe,

MOV COJIHBILLKO 3arniakaHHbIN,
XOTb CME30HbKY, XOTb KaJIOHbKY,
MOWA CbIHOYKA, MO KpOLLIeYKa,
OTPAaB/EHHbIA HEMHOXEUKO.



BOCIPUATUE

B mManeHbKOM 3annéBaHHOM KWHOTEaTPULLIKC,

Korfa BOWiHa y>e MecslL, KaK KOHUYMNach,

S CMOTpeN creunanbHblii BbIMyCcK

0 MepBbIX AHAX Mupa B EBpone.

denbamaplian Keiitens nognuckiBan Kanutynsauuio

B OC/EnuTesibHbIX MOJHUAX -

He BOXXbero rHeBa, a BCEro /IMTb BCMbILLEK

naMn (hOTOKOPPECNOHAEHTOB. Bo3HMKann kagpbl cantoTa Mobenp:
B JIoHAOHe Ha Tpadanbrapckoi nnowiaan,

a notom - B MockBe Ha KpacHoii nnowaau,

a notom - Ha TaWMc-CKBep B Hbm-l7lopKe.

@DOoHTaHbl pakeTamu 6unu B Hebo,

TpuymdansHasa Apka B lMapuxe

6b1/1a BbICBEYEHA ABEHAALLATLIO NMPOXEKTOPaMU,

He3HaKoMble LieNI0B/IUCh Ha YNMLax co CTPacTbO BAOGMEHHbIX,
OPKECTpbI urpanu Banbebl LLTpayca...

A B TEMHOM 3a/1e 3a MOEW CNHOKO

KaKas-To >KEHLIMHA LenTana Myxy:

“Hy Tenepb-TO, KOrAa BOMHA y>Ke KOHYMach,

XOTb Obl M Thbl MepecTas WNbIHATL MeHS...”



BOCOHOI'AA

Eli npucHWMACsA cepebpuCTbIli FON0C KMaKCoHa.
OHa cTosNay OKHa CTOITaXHOr0 34aHus,

a 3faHue 6b110 13 CTeKNa v CTau.

- KT0 6 mMor npuexaTb 3a MHOK? -

CBepKany Ha COMHLEe aBTOMOOW/bHbIE CTEKA,
M TyfOK 6bla1 MOXO0X Ha CUTHa/bl MO paguo
WK Ha 3BOH YTPEeHHero 6yanNbHUKa.

-H e gymaiite, noxanyiicta, 1 - He Takas, -
6opmoTana oHa, cberas no fecTHuULE,
MOKPbLITON MyLUMCTBIM NYPRYPHbIM MOLLEM, -
£ TONIbKO NOCMOTPETb, KTO 3TO CUrHANUT!

A B MallvHe cufen KpacaBeL-MYy>XUMHa,
KOTOPbIA CKasan ei:

“Bbl 3a6bl/1 HaBepXy CBOW Tydan.”

OHa 6pocunacb HaBepX, HO Ty(esib Tam He 6bINo,
3aT0 CTOSN OrPOMHBIA rapaepoo,

BCE MOJKM KOTOPOro 6bian 3abuThl
KanpoHOBbLIMU YynKamu,

N TONIbKO Tyhenb HUrae He 6b10.

A OH BCE CUTHanns, a NoToM yexan.

locnogy! - nnakana fesyLlKa, Kycas ry6el. -
Takoll KpacuBbliA, TaKol NpecTaBUTENbHBbINA!
M Ha 4TO0 MHe cganucb aTn Tydan?!

Hapo 6b1710 60CMKOM MoexaTb MHe, aype!



MNA3

3T0 faxke He 6bl10 aBTOMOOW/IbHOW KaTacTpooi,
HO, TEM He MeHee,

0fHa cnHbopa ocTanach 6e3 rnasa,
CBET/I0-roNy6oro ¢ 3eN1EHbIM OTTEHKOM.
OnnakaB CBOWA rnas O0CTaBLUMMCA [/1a30M,
OHa fjana 06bsAB/EHbE B raseTy:

“Kynnto rnas.

CBeT/10-roNy60ii ¢ 3eN1€HLIM OTTEHKOM.

B xopoLueit coxpaHHOCTH.

CpouHo. LleHa He UMeeT 3HaYeHws.

C npegnoxeHnsaMun obpaliatbca B pefakLmio
[0 BocTpeboBaHms.”

MagoHHa Muna,

CKOJ/IbKO MPULLIO MPeS/IoKeHni!
HakoHeL, HaWEénNcsa 1 HyXHbIA OTTEHOK.
Onepawms NpoLusia ycneLiHo.

HoBbIli rna3 Mepuan u cnesuncs,
BblpaXkan reyasb 1 61axeHCTBO,

yMen MeTaTb MOSIHUK

N WYPUTBCSH OT HaCNaXaeHus.

Y rna3a 6bin1 04MH HeJOCTaTOK -
TOYEeYKa, MATHBLILLIKO MOJ CaMbIM BEKOM,
OYepTaHUAMM HamoMUHatoLLee

KOPOUKy Xneba.

MOINTBA

Mwunblii BoxxeHbKa!

Tenepb, KOrga MHe CTa/l0 HEMHOXEUKO JTyYLLe -
cnacmbo Tebe n npodeccopy baptonomeo -
MCMOMHW, NOXanyicTa, eLg 0aHY MO NpPocLOy:
Kak-HMWbyab nocrapaiica 3acTaTb ero TPe3BbIM -
Thl BeAb 3HaeLLb, KOO S UMEHO B BUAY,

3acTaBb ero nobpuThCs M BHYLUM MY MbIC/b
HanoMaTb 6enoin cupeHu -

Tbl Befjb 3Haelllb MECTO, F}e MHOTFO CUPEHH, -

M MPUBE3N €ro KO MHe - Clofa XOAWT LIeCTHaALaTblii HoMep
M3BUHU, A Befjb 3Hat0, YTO Thl 3TO 3Haellb,

HO $1 NPOCTO XOTeNa HanoMHUTb -

W, TTaBHOE, BEPHU MUP B €r0 FO/0BY,

KOTOpYt0 Thbl HANOMHWN 6e3ymmem

HO MpuYKHam, Tebe TONbKO BEAOMBIM...

MoKa 51 XXnBa, Mbl AOMKHbI 6bITb BMECTE.



CBA3b

HaBepHo, OH 6blin Yy gakom, 3TOT NapeHb,
KOTOPbIA MepBbIM

3abapabaHu.

HaBepHo, 6bl1a N5 TOro NpuynHa.

HasepHoe, Bepun,

YTO €ero ycnbiwar. [loToMmy 4TO MpoCTo Tak 6apadaHAT
TONbKO AETU, CepaLe U AoX[b.

A OH Yero-To CTpacTHO XOTen WK CTpaLlHO
6osinca.  Kpuuan,

HO KpMK NOrnoTuaa yaua.

Torga oH naskoli cTan KoMoTUTb MO CTBO/IAM:
Tam! Tam! Tapagam!

MHoroe ¢ Tex nop M3MeHnNoCh -

norac/in KocTpbl y BXOLOB B MELLEPHI,

a TaM-Tambl FPEMSAT NNLWb Ha TaHLax

B TOPXXCCTBEHbIX CNyYasx -

B YeCTb Npuvesga aHrIMINCKOM KOpOoneBbl

WM COBETCKOM MapTWUIAHO-MPaBUTENbCTBEHHOM
feneraummn. Cnyxba cBA3M Npogo/MKaeT paboTy.
Mwup, KaK KOp3nHa, OMn/eTeH 31eKTPO-MarunTHLIMK BOSTHAMM.
B kamopkax, nanatkax, 0Tensix, newepax
BOJIHYHOTCA MPUINBLI, OT/INBbI:

NATb MUHYT A5 YKEHLLMH,

TeaTp y MMKpPOMOHa,

penopTaX 0 XOKKEHOM MaTue...

CBeTATCA KOLayby 3padvkn pagumonpuéMHMKOB
M Nanblbl PpagapoB OLLYMbIBalOT TEMHOTY.
CnblWHO, KakK 6bETcA cepAle cobaku

Ha CnyTHUKe, 06/1eTatoLWEM 3eMIHO,

Mbl 3HAeM axKe, B KOTOPOM Yacy OHa efna...

B 310 6eckpaiiHee Mope,

ncKaTenu MNpPUKIYEHNIA,

Mbl 6pOocaemcsi, 04epTs rofloBy, U BO/HbI
CMbIKAIOTCS Haf, HbIPS/bLLMKAMM,

CBA3N HanaxeHbl U paboTatoT.

Ho BOT 3a CTONNKOM CUAST [BOE,

KacaloTcsi Apyr gpyra fIOKTAMU WKW KONIEHSIMMA...
M He BOCMpWHUMAIOT Apyr Apyra -

HaCTPOEHbl Ha pa3Hble BOSHbI.

["poxouyT TpeBOXKHbIe 6apabaHbl, TpeneLyT
06HaKEHHbIE KOHYMKW HEPBOB...

W 6e33BYYHas CKyKa OKpY>XaeT gpyroro.



TEJNIE®OH

Mwunas, - CMe&Tca NepBbIl, - Tbl HAYETO He 3Haellb?

MaH rpmbHuK, - 6y6HUT cneayroWwmiA, - KOp3unHa Ans Bac rotosa.

He mory, - BofHyeTCs TPeTHiA, - cam CuXy 6e3 aeHer. e a1 Tebe gocTaHy
Cectpa! - KpuUuWT YeTBEPTBIA. - CKaxuTe, YTO 3TO Henpasga!

CerogHs B Non-natoro? bbiTb He MOXeT!

KoHeuHo, - Myp/bIHeT NATbIN, - 3TO BCE eBpelicKue LUTYUKu!

Kapn, He knagu Tpy6ky! [Moyemy Tbl MHe BbiKaellb, Kapnunyek?

A ceabMoli L0NT0 XAET B CTEKNAHHOW KabuHe,

Korfa KTo-Hubyab NofoiaéT K Tenedony,

M TONbKO TNYXO CTYYMT Cepaue...

BJ/TKO3 O KBAPTIUIATE

KTo 6blna TBOSt MaTh? KTO 6bl/1a Ta
poauBLIas Teb6s HecyacTHas XeHLLMHA?
UTo Thbl TBEPAMLUL MHE «KBapTM/aTa, KeapTniara, KBapTniara»,
a rje MHe B3Tb AeHbrn?
Moaymaii - Hy YTO Tbl FPO3ULLL MHE CYA0M?
OcTaBb bymarn. Csafb pSAOM CO MHOW Ha CTYMEHbKW.
370 e TIopbMa, KamMeHb Ha Lee, a He 2om!
A Tbl BCE TBEPAMLLb MHE: «NNaTuTe, niatuTe geHbrnl»
Cnpocun 6bl nyywe - «MaHu, ckonbko Bam net?»
Henb3s e ObITb TaKUM PaBHOAYLLUHBIM.
CKaXXu MHe - 3a4eM Mbl POAMSIUCb HA 3TOT CBET?
UTob6bl rak MyunTbCA? Tak KOMY 3TO HY>KHO?
Cnpocun 6bl - “I'ge cbiHOBbA? e Baw myx?”
AX, OHU TakK faneko!

(XoTb 6bl Tbl OKaszancs noganblue!)
CTapoMy 4efioBeKy BeYEPOM TaK TSKEN0 O4HOMY...
Hwnyero. Tbl NOWMELb 3TO, KOra CTaHellb nocTapLue.
Hy, noingém. OcTopoXKHel. [pUrHnce.
MpoBOoAY MeHs MO NeCTHULLE BHU3,
no TEMHOM, cKpunyuyeii... B noasan 6e3 gHa...
MpoBoau MeHs, 6yab KaBanepom,

npesioxu pyky game... A?



MY>XUYNHbI

“fl 6bl NPMBbLIKNA, - FOBOpPUIA OfHOHOras AeBOYKa, -
ecnm 6 OHW Mpy BUAE XKEHLUUHBI

He CMOTpefn Mpexze BCero Ha H/ru.” / a
- C yero Tbl B3Ana? - yAUBWUIICH Ma/byuK, -

KoMy 3TO Hago - CMOTPETb Ha TBOW HOrn?

“A 2 [aBHO Y>e 3T0 3Hat0. MyXXUUHbI

CMOTPAT CHayasia Ha Horu, NoToMm - B iMy0.”
Manbuumk 3acropun -

#1 pomKeH 6bl 3HaTb 3T0. 1 Befb - MYy>XUMHa.
“TbI? - yCMeXHyfnacb OfJHOHOras [eBoYKa. -

Thbl eWwé manbyuk, Tbl TONLKO ManbynK.”

KPACOTA

3ro npousoLwuno, 3To 6bino B Mapuxe,

Ha BepXHeii nnoljagke ideneBoi GallHy -

cama KpacoTa npuwina Ha KOHKYpC Kpacasul,

HO e€ He NyCTW/IX, MOTOMY YTO OHa AIBUJIACh

6e3 npurnaweHnsa. Kpacota

neyanbHO CNyCTWUach MO BUHTOBOW NECTHULE,

nepewusia MocT yepe3 Ceny

M cena Ha ckameiky B cagy Tpokagepo.

Bo3ne Heé npucenn Bnto6NEHHbIE,

M geByllKa webetana: “Ax, MO ngean - AHTUIoHa”,
6eCcrnoKosACL NPW 3TOM O CMYCTMBLLENCA NeTe Ha Yy/Ke.
Ha KoHKypce 6blna n3bpaHa Mwucc BceneHHas,

KOTOPOI BPYYM/IN YeK Ha NATLCOT ThiCAY (DPaHKOB.
Mwucc nonnesana Ha Yek - Ha cyacTbe -

1 cnpsTana ero B Bbipe3 na M3 NoposioHa.

A KpacoTa MeyTana o npusHaHuu,

0 MPU3HAHWUN XOTb Ha MUHYTY.

Ein gaBHO He Npu3HaBaInCh B NOOBY

M He TOBOPW/IN, KakK OHa Kpacusa.

KpacoTa 6bl1a ofeTta cnerka CTapOMOAHO -

B NN1aTbe M3 AeLIEBOIN TEMHO-3e1EHOI MaTepuy,

B X/1IONYaTO-6yMaXKHbIX YynKax

N Typnsax 6e3 kabnykos, pasHOLLEHHbIX, Kak y YannuHa.
[aBHO He Buganu eé ynblbku -

YNbIOKK KHA3S MbIWKKHa, JoH KuxoTa,

ManeHbkoro lNpuHUa, 4eBOYKM CO CMIMYKaMWM U3 CKa3kM AHAepceHa...
W cHOBa HUKTO He BMAEN, Kak OHa Y/bl6Hyach,

a OHa y/bI6HYNach, YeCTHOe COBO,

TONbKO 6bIN0 O4EHb TEMHO.



MAPUXYAHA

Jlamna counTcs CBETOM, Kak paHa...
MapuxyaHa, mapuxyaHa...
Moaywka n3maTa 1 MpPoCTbIHA PBaHbI...
MapuxyaHa, mapuxyaHa...
HOUb0 KPOMELLHOM HECMILLHO BCTaHY ...
MapuxyaHa, mapuxyaHa...
COnoHbI Ty6bl, A3bIK - KaK CTEK/SIHHbIN. ..
MapuxyaHa, MapuxyaHa...
A 4TO Xe MHe genatb? A [enaTb YTO MHe?
A HMYEro He Xo4y y>ke NOMHUTL!
MpuXxogunTCA XXNUTb, NOKA XU3Hb HE KOHYUTCS...
A)DKNTb He XoueTcs, eii-60ry, He xoueTcal..

CUIAPETDI

He ocTaBnaiiTe XeLmH 6e3 curaper,
CepbE&3HO FOBOPHO - He OCTaB/ANTE.
MonpocAT, He NONPOCAT - AaliTe 3aKypUTh.
VIM HpaBUTCA OFOHb, K060 OrOHb,
MM HPaBUTCS UIpaTb C OTHEM,

1 KpacHbIii OrOHEK,

ropsiuii B TEMHOTE...

KypwuTcst abIM, 1 KypsT ABOE, a 3a HUM,
3a CMHUM 06/1a4KOM, - He pa3rnsauLLb,
BCEPbLE3 /N - HET /1N TOBOPAT.

Mepen paccBeTOM - TEMHOTa

W cuUrapeTbl OTOHEK -

KaK 3M1eKTpUYecKnii hoHapsb.

Ho Bapyr cnyuntcs Tak,

YTO BAPYT MOracHeT OroHEK,

M OHa - OfHa,

M He Yy KOro monpocuTb...

Hc ocTaBnsiiTe XeHLWUH 6e3 curaper.



OYEPEAb 3A CYACTbLEM

B Hekoem ropoge - npefnonoxum, B Vicnanmm -
N0 TepnennBo CTOAAN 3a CYACTbEM.

CuacTbe NpojaBanoch B NakeTUKax,
nepeBs3aHHbIX HUTKOM, C HaANUCHI0 «PcamunuTac»
B kaxoM nakeTuke 6binu:

CTEK/bILLIKO C pafyroin, npsHuk,

ropcTKa naxyumx Tpas, MOMOYHbIN 3y6 1

MOHeTKa. Cnosom,

Ha CTO NATbAECAT rpam!ps cHaCTbs. A
Koe-KTo CTOSN B 0Yepean C poXXAeHUs.

OfiHa XeHLKHa nonpocuna:

MoxanyicTa, He 3abyabTe - 5 6yay 3a Bamu,

MHE HY>XHO OTOITU 3a X/1e60M

(nnun Ha cBagbOby, a MOXET, Ha MOXOPOHBI),

He 3abyabTe, NOXanyiicrta, Myyac rpacmac/-  /~~
OHa npuLuna K Mopto, rae Ténsble BOSHbI
nepemblBaNN MECYUHKM W NErkas neHa

rnaguna ycranble Horu.

“#1 6blna 6bl TAK CYACTNBA, - NOLYMana XeHLLMHa,
ecnn 6 He Hago 6bI10 ONATL BO3BpALLATHCS

B 04epenb 3a cyacTbem.”



CYbBA

B 0fHOM NpPOBMHLMANLHOM My3ee
CTOSiN1a MOJEPHUCTCKan cTaTys.
B kaTtanor oHa 6blna BHeceHa

nof HasBaHueM «Cypabba».
OcTaHOBUACA Nepef cTaTyeld CTYEHT reosesum.
[Jonro cToan, pasmbILLnss:
“Cypabba? HeT, Mbl C Hell He3HaKOMBbI...”
Houblo eMy NpucHMAACh NpekpacHas cTaTtys.
BblLLe ruraHTcKoro Hebockpeoa,
OHa HaBucna
Hap y3Koli ynuuei
N Mexay NoAbMyU UcKana u3bpaHHMUKa.
MogHANa ero Ha NA0CKOR NafoHw,
BNepunacb B ANLO [LepeBAHHLIMU Tasamu,
npowentana: “OH? HeT, He aTOT!”,
noBepHyna NafjoHb 1 YPOHWa ero Ha actasnsbT,
OnsATb B TOAMY.



KAPTUHKW

CTapuk-KnTael, cen B Noe3[ BNepBble B XU3HM.

Bcé emy HpaBunocs,

HO 60/bLLe BCEro - KapTUHKM B OKHE BaroHa,

C/TIOBHO HapWCOBaHHblE KUTACKON TYLUbHO

PYKOIO YNIMYHOIO XYLOXHUKa:
nyx/ble 061aKa, NOMorue XonMbl,
MaslIeHbKWE AepeBYLLKMN, OLNHOKME IKOHKM
Ha rnagu nypnypoBoro o3epa...

«Ecnun 6 TONbKO y3HaTb,

KTO MEHSIET KapTUHKWN B 3TON JepeBsHHOW pame,

A 6bl CNpPOCKA ero, - fyMa KuTael, -

CKOMbKO CTOMT Takas KapTuHKa?

Hy X0Tb camasi NpoCTeHbKas -

C HOHOLLEl B N0AKE, CKOMb3SLLLEN MO STYHHON JOPOXKeE,
1 4anékum ronocoM, 30BYLLUM C Gepera:

“I'pebu xe ctoga! A 3axpganack Tebs!”

3ayeM e, FOCMOAVH, Tak YacTo MEHsITh
KapTUHKMN,

rnouyemy 6 He OCTaBUTb OfHY U TY e,
XOTS Gbl BOT 3Ty, CaMyt0 MPOCTEHbLKY!O,
[0 KOHLA, 0 KOHEYHOI CTaHLmK?.. »



MEPEKPECTOK

MepeKpECTOK YacTo NMpeBpaLlaeTcs B KPecT

[Nsi TeX, KTO KonebneTcs B BbIGOpE.

["e-To MeXay aHTUYHOCTBLIO U CpeHEBEKOBLEM

O[VH YeNOBEK - He COBCEM XPUCTUAHWH,

HO M He TO, YT06 A3bIYHUK, - CKOpee anuKypeeLL:
No6bUTENb BbINUTL B XOPOLLIEA KOMMaHUN,

LeHUTeNb BUH M 3HATOK >KEHLNH

(nocnegHee, KOHEYHO, eMY NNLLIb Ka3anochb) -

[OLWEN 0 nepekpEcTKa M 0CTaHOBWU/ICA:

Hanpaso? Haneso? Bnepén? Bo3BpaTUTLCA?

TakK v ocTancs oH Ha nepekpécTke,

rAe Ha Hero BCKOpe HaTKHy/cs

BOOPYXXEHHbIV OTPSL KPeCTOHOCLIEB,

CnefoBaBLUMIA MOXOAHLIM NMOPSAAKOM K MECTY CBOEro
HasHayeHus.

“YT10o 3a YyenoBek? - pa3gpaXkKEHHO 0CBELOMW/ICSA HaYa/lbHUK.
Moyemy ogeT He no hopme? Ha uTo rnaseet?

Uero Bbiiynuaca? Tbl 38 KOTO - 3a Hac Uan aTux...?”
MocnegHwiA Bonpoc 6b1 3afaH Y>Ke, CKOpeid, No NPUBbIYKe.
W Tak 6b110 ICHO, YTO NOVMaH NasyTuuK,

cobuparolnii faHHbIe 0 CTPATErMYecKoM MepekpecTKe,

N KaXAblii congart foctan U3 KOTOMKW

Mo 0HOMY rBO34t0 (MK, NO KpaiiHein Mepe, MO rBO3AUKY)
1 YenoBeK 3TOT, C JO/HKHO CHOPOBKOM, Obln pacnaTt

Ha yKasartene y nepekpécrka.

BoT 1 Bcé. [MpocTtas owmnbKa.

OHM CMOKONHO MOT/IN OCTaBWTb €ro TopYaTb Ha NepeKpecTKe,
3TOr0 MOK/ALMCTOrO TOJNICTAKA

C OCKOP6UTENIbHO 6e3MATEXHBIM BblpaXKeHUeM

Ha [ETCKN HEBUHHOW (PM3NOHOMUM.

OH 6bl eLLg nomaxan UM PyKOK U KPUKHYN BLOFOHKY
“Kak Hac4éT no rnoTouky anepHckoro?..”



AR

MPOPNLATE/b

Pagno a1 Bam noumHto, He 60MTECh.
Mocnywwaiite nyuile To,

yero Bam He CKaxXyT Mo paauo.

3HaeTe? - cTapbiii Mannein o6bvaBMACA.

Hy pa - TOT acTpoHOM. OH - Ha KOMeTe,
KOTOPYIO CaM OTKPbI/I, KOTOPYHO Ha3blBaau
["ocropHel gecHWUEl, MeTNo YeloBeYecTBa. ..
Tak OH TaM cebe XUBET -

KOMHaTa B 6e/1baTaxe, B CAMOM XBOCTE KOMETb!,
C ropsiyein BofoN, C NapoBbIM OTONNEHAT™

C rasom. Y HUX C KOMETO¥A
[PKEHTEIbMEHCKOE COornalleHme:

KOMeTa ero Bo3uT 6ecnnatHo

3a T0, UYTO OH €€ OTKPbI/.

A pa3 B 79 net

OHW NPONETAlOT Kak pa3 Haf AHrven.

Tak uTo A X0Ten cKka3aTb Bam

npexae, Yem s KOHYY YMHUTL Balue paguo,

3HaeTe YTo - A0 TEX NMOop, NOKa 3TO B HaIMX BO3MOXXHOCTAX,

He CTOWUT oropyatb cTaporo annes.
MpeacTaBnseTe cebe ero pasoyapoBaHue,
€C/V OH, BePHYBLUWCb, He 06HapY>XUT

HY CBOero Kny6a, HW YHUBEpCUTETa,

HW nons ansa ronbga,

HY BOOGLLE, MOXET 6bITb, AHIINN?

A, MOXeT, nonpobyem ewé 79 net?

Hy uto Ham cTomnT?



OJOBPOE CTAPOE BPEMHA

OcTaHeTcs LWKaTynKa ¢ poTorpapuamm.

B roctu K 6abyLuKe ABATCA BHYKMW, OTKPOKOT LUKATY/KY...
Bot 6ygeT pagoctn! [nagute - 3anoHKu! marHWTO(hOHHas neHTa!
3aueM Tbl, 6abyLLlKa, coxpaHuna BCé aT0?

“q 6 gana Bam nocnyLwarb, - Nogymaet 6abyLuka, -
JblxaHue aedyLKu, ero LWONoT Y MECeHKM,

[a 60K0Cb NOKPAacHeTb OT CMyLLEeHNs."

U capeT 6abyluka 3a hopTenmaHo,

MOYTM TAKOE XXE, KaK B NMPOLL/IOM BeKe,

TakKoe YEpHOoe, C XENTbIMW KaBuLamu,

M CbIrpaeT HauBHbIA POK-3HA-PONN,

1 Bce OyayT NOKauMBaTb ronoBamu,

cnyLas cTapyto, 1ackoBYHO U HEHABA3UMBYHO MENOAWIO,
HarNoMMWHAOLLY0 O OblfibIX BpeMeHax:

MepBbIX aTOMHbIX 3M1EKTPOCTaHLUUIA,

MepBbIX CMYTHWUKOB, YXeNyA04HbIX 30HA0B,

6OpMaLLUVH 1 HEelIOHOBLIX CBUTEPOB...

W Ha nuuax nojei nosBuTcs CeHTUMEHTabHas

M 4yTb HacmellmBas ynbloka

Ntojel, BCNOMUHAIOLLMX

[06poe cTapoe Bpems.



KAK Mbl CAENAIN MUP

ManeHbKasa feBuyLliKa CMAena Ha ropLoyke v nnakana.
He Hago cmeATbCs - MPOCTO CuAena v nnakana.

Eé 3Bann EBa. Hy BoT.

lMpoLwuno nonyaca, a OHa BCE Nakana,

M HUKTO He 3HaJl, 0 YéM OHa Nnnayer.

“[lail MHe HEMHOXKO CNés, - 1 cKasan ei. -

A nx cnpsavy B YEPHON LIKaTynke.”

Ei1 3TO NoHpaBMIOCL - Hannakana ropcTouky

1 nepectana. “Mama ckasana, - WenHyna mHe EBa, -
yTo M A Byay MaMOiA.

Y MeHst 6yeT ManbymK, 601bLLOV 1 KyApsBbIiA,

M [1eBOYKA, KYpHOCas, C Kocamu.

Bapyr ¢ HAMU YTO-HUGYAb CAYYUTCA...

A Tak 60tock! J1H0ABUK, AaBaii cAenaem mMump,

YTOObl B HEM HUKTO HMYEro He 6oancs.”

Mebl B3dnuch 3a geno. W cgenann Mwup -

M3 NNacTUINHA, 3eNEHbI BHYTPU U CHapYXMW.
BynkaHOB Mbl He fienanu, rpaHuLbl CTépau,

Ka3apmbl - He MoJyYnInCh,

a 19 TIOPbM He XBaTu/io MecTa.

EBa B3sifa BECENbIA NMacTUANHOBBIA Mup

€ co60t0 B NOCTeNb U yCHYNa. A A BKIOUMN paguo
M Ccen cnywatbl BeHePHUIA BbINYCK MOCNeAHUX U3BECTUIA.






HOW WE MADE A WORLD

A little girl was sitting on a potty and crying.

Please don’t laugh. Merely sitting and crying.

Her name was Eva. Well?

A half hour passed, and she was still crying,

and nobody knew what the matter was.

“Give me some of your tears,” | told her,

“I’ll save them in a little black casket.”

She liked that - cried me a handful and stopped.
“Mommy told me,” she said, “that I'll be a mom someday, too.
I will have a little boy, round-cheeked and curly-haired,
and a little girl, snub-nosed with a pony-tail...

What if something happens to them? | am so scared.
Ludvik, let's make a world

where nobody will be afraid of anything..."

Well, we went to work and made a little world.

It was of plasticine, round and bright green.

We didn’t make any volcanoes,

and didn’t draw any borders.

There were neither jails nor barracks,

and there was no room for battle-fields.

Eva took this joyful plasticine world to bed with her
and fell asleep.

As for me, | turned down the light and sat,

listening to the nightly news on the radio.



THE GOOD OLD DAYS

There will remain a little black box with some photos.
Grandchildren will come by their grandma.

She’ll open the box, and all will gather round.

What a rumpus!

“Look, here are tapes! Cuff-links!

Why arc you saving all of these, Grandma?”
“Well,” thinks Grandma, “l could

let you hear your Granddad’s breathing,

things he used to whisper and sing to me,

but 1 am afraid 1 would blush with embarrassment.”
And so, instead, she will sit at the piano,

almost the same, black with ivory keys,

almost the same as the one from the previous century,
and will play an old, narwe rock'n’roll for them.
And everybody will rock ureir heads,

listening to this lovely music -

so soft, delicious, and untroubled -

reminding them of the remote past

with its first nuclear power stations,

primitive Satclftes, dental drills, gastric probes,

and nylon turtlenecks... And on their faces

there will appear a somewhat gentle, sentimental,
and slightly ironic smile of people who recall

the good old days.



A PROPHET

Before | mend this fish-net,

1’1l tell you what’s new -

D’you know

old Halley appeared.

Yes, that astronomer.

He lives on the comet he discovered,
which they called all kinds of names

in fear and ignorance,

but now it bears his name.

So that's where old Halley lives.

He bunks way down

in the fiery tail.

He’s got central heating there

and hot water, and gas.

Halley and his comet,

they’ve made an agreement.

The comet will carry him about for free

in exchange for his having discovered it.
And once every seventy-nine years,

Halley gets to look at old England.

That’s the agreement.

He'll arrive here again in several decades.
So what I'd like to tell you,

before | finish the net, is,

‘Let’s watch while we're still here.

We mustn’t disappoint old Halley. After all,
imagine how he’d feel

if he couldn’t find his golf course,

his club, or London, or England as a whole.
Afterthat, we’ve got another seventy-nine years, eh?’



A CROSS-ROAD

A cross-road becomes a cross

for those who hesitate in choosing.

Once upon a time, between antiquity and medievity,
one man - neither a doctrinal Christian

nor a pagan, rather an Epicurean,

a lover of pleasant parties,

connoisseur of wine and expert in women

(the latter he surely just imagined) -

reached a cross-road and stopped.

To go right? Or left? To go ahead?

Or to come back home?

But, after all, he was delayed at the cross-road,

just where he was found by a platoon

of armored mercenaries

marching to their destination point.

“Who is this?” the commander inquired, irritated,
“Why isn’t he properly dressed? What is he staring at?
What is his world view? What party does he belong to?
The last question was asked rather by custom.

It was absolutely obvious that this was a spy
gathering data about the cross-road.

And each soldier took out a nail from his knapsack,
and the man was skillfully crucified at the road-sign.
That’s all. This was a simple mistake.

They could have left him standing at the cross-road,
this compliant, portly fellow

with an insultingly serene expression

on his childishly innocent face.

He would even have waved to them and shouted,
“How about a sip of Phalern?”



PICTURES

A Chinese peasant was taking a train for the first time.
He liked everything, but best of all

were the pictures outside the windows.

As if Nature, like a street painter,

drew them in Chinese ink:

chubby clouds,

sloping hills,

hidden villages,

and junks scattered throughout the purple lake water.

“If only | knew

who changed the pictures

in the wooden frame,”

he said to himself, “if only | met him,
the person who changed these pictures,
1’d probably tell him something like,

‘Sir, what is the price of the very small picture,
the little picture of a boy in a boat

(and let the boat rock on a moon-path)

and a gentle voice from a distance

calling, ‘Row to me, I’m waiting.’

Sir, why do you switch pictures so fast?
Why can’t we keep one of them, even the smallest one,
until the Terminal?”’



THE DESTINY

In a certain second-rate museum,

there was a modernist woman-like statue.

It was listed in the catalogue as “Destiny."

A student of geodesy

stood for a long time in front of the statue.
“Destiny? We haven’t met before.”

That night, he dreamed of the beautiful statue.
Taller than an enormous skyscraper,

it leaned towards the crowded boulevard

and looked for a destined among the people.
She picked him up from the multitude,

put him on her narrow flat palm,

examined him with her hard eyes, and whispered
“Is it him? No, heisn’t.”

Then she turned her flat palm over,

and dropped him onto the earth,

back into the crowd.



THE LINE FOR HAPPINESS

In a certain city, let’ssay, in Spain,

the people patiently stood in the line for happiness.
Happiness was sold in bags, weighed out in advance,
little cellophane bags, inscribed “Felicitas.”

Each bag contained a piece of glass with rainbow, one gingerbread,
a handful of fragrant herbs, a milk-tooth, and a penny.
In all, six ounces of happiness.

Some had been standing in line all their lives.

Once in a while, a woman said,

“Please keep my place - 1 have to buy some bread.

(Or - go to a wedding, or to a funeral.)

Please do not forget me. Muchas gracias."”

And she would go to a seashore,

where waves washed over the sand,

and warm foam stroked her tired ankles.

“Oh, 1'd be so happy," the woman thought,

“if 1 didn’t have to go back in the line for happiness.”



BEAUTY

Once upon a time, it was in Paris,

as a matter of fact, at the top of the Eiffel tower.
Beauty herself entered a beauty contest,

but she wasn’t allowed to stay

because she came uninvited

and, moreover, she didn’t have a ticket.

Beauty sadly descended the spiral staircase

and crossed the bridge over the Seine,

and then she sat down on a bench at Trokadero.
Near her, sat a pair of lovers,

and the lass twittered "Oh, Antigone, she is my idol!”
while thinking of a run in her stocking.

Meanwhile, they declared Miss Universe,
who was given a cheque for 50,000 francs.
She spat on it for good luck

and hid it in her foam-plastic bodice.

"Oh,” Beauty said to herself,

“I’d like so much to be declared. Even for a short time.”
It had been a long time since anybody declared love to her.
Her clothes were a little old fashioned,

more like a boy’s than a pretty woman’s.

She wore a green corduroy suit, cheap cotton stockings,
and flat-heeled shoes, too broken in for a woman,

so she walked in them almost like Charlie Chaplin.

People have rarely seen her smile recentl*yTAV

the smile of Prince Myshkin, Don Quixote,

Andersen’s girl-with-matches, or the Little Prince from a far-off planet.
Yet, at that moment she really smiled,

but it was too dark,

and again nobody saw it.



MEN

“l could get used to it," said the one-legged girl,

“if they didn’t look first at a woman's legs."

“Who on earth told you that?” asked the boy,

“What are you saying? Who cares about watching women’s legs?”
“I've known this for a long time.” the girl replied,

“Men look at the legs before they glance at the face.”

“I would know if it was so,” the boy objected. “I’m a man.”
“You?” the one-legged girl smiled sadly. “You are only a boy,

my sweetheart."”
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RENT BLUES

Why do you pester me all this day, honey?
Why d*you speak to me like that?
Why are you bubbling at me “Money, money, and money” -
Do you think I can pull it out of my hat?
I’m not gonna call any damn lawyer.
Why go to court? And who will be a judge?
This old doghouse in a basement! This burrow!
Show me a lawyer whom it makes budge!
Take no heed of my hawking and coughing.
What do you think how old | am?
You’d better treat me to a cup of coffee
And tell me - where is the world | came from?
Please sit down beside me on this miserable threshold.
Put away this piece of paper. What is it for?
Would you care, “Where are your menfolk?”
They all passed away. Could you do any more?
If you were a bit more concerned about me,
You’d ask, “Ma’am, have you really gone all this through?”
Sit down by me on this tumbledown staircase.
All these stones sit on my heart; it is true.
The life isover, no matter whether
We’ll reach the bottom of this hole. Say,
My dear boy, “Let’s come down together".
A gentleman should offer his hand to a lady.
Watch your forehead, okay?



COMMUNICATIONS

He must’ve been a little bit wacky, that guy who invented
drumming.

He should have a reason and believe he’s being heard,
because nobody drums just like that for himself,

only children, the rain, and the heart do.

But he was terribly excited or terribly frightened.

He shouted at the top of his voice, but the scream

was swallowed by the jungle. So, he grabbed a stick
and began to pound on trunks: tom-tom, tom-tom-tom.
Since then, much has changed. Fires on hilltops

have been quenched, and tom-toms only sound

in exclusive cases - like dances to welcome

Her Majesty the Queen

or the Soviet Party-and-Government Delegation.
Nevertheless, communications are in order.

Theworld, like acracked pot, is wired together,

turned around with electromagnetic waves.

They reach each garret, camp tent, cave, and apartment...
A radio show, a half-hour for women,

world hockey championship... Luminescent eyes

look in the darkness, and fingers of radars touch the sky.
We hear the heartbeat of a dog orbiting the Earth

and know at what time it ate. In this boundless ocean,
seekers of impressions, we jump headlong,

and the waves close around the divers.

Communications are working, true.

But here, at the table, two are sitting, touching elbows,
even knees - and often they can’t hear

each other. They just aren’t tuned in.

And while the drums are thundering,

and one's raw synopses are shivering,

the other is enclosed in toxic boredom...
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THE TELEPHONE

“Darling,” bursts one, “do you know the news?”

“Mister Fisher,” says the second, “Your fish-mesh is ready.”

“lcan't,” the third mumbles, “I myself am in the red. Where woul | get it?
"Nurse,” the fourth gasps, "It’s impossible!

This morning at half past seven? Please don't tell me it’s true.”

“I heard,” croaks the fifth, “This is all Jewish trickery.”

“Charles, don’t hang up. Why do you call me Miss? Oh, Charlie...”
Meanwhile, the seventh is waiting inside a glass booth

if anyone picks up the receiver, and only the heart-beat echoes back.



A PRAYER

Dear God,

now, when everything has turned out so well,

thanks to You and Professor Bartholomew,

grant me one more wish -

let him, You know who | mean, come during visiting hours
and, dear God, make him shave and be sober,

and take him to the garden, You know

where those white geraniums are blooming now,

and whisper to him “Pick her an armful.”

And bring him here - he should take tram sixteen -

I know You know it, I’'m just reminding.

And most importantly, give peace back to his poor mind
which You troubled for reasons You alone know.

So that he’s not lonely when there can be

the two of us.



THE EYE

It wasn’t even a bad traffic accident,

but one signora lost her pale blue eye.

She wept for her eye with the remaining one,
and then she placed an ad in the Messagero:
“Wanted an eye, in good condition,

pale blue, with a light tint of green.

Urgent. The price is no object.

Write poste restante, the Messagero.”
Madonna mia, what a flood of suggestions appeared|
Finally, an eye of the right tint was found.
The operation was truly successful.

The new eye could wink and weep,

was capable of looking sorrowful and devoted.
It could flash with lightning,

narrow in a bliss,

and shed compassion.

The eye had a single flaw -

a little spot,

atiny blot,

a dot beneath the very eyelid,

with the outline of a bread-crust.



A BAREFOOT

She heard in a dream a silver horn honk.

She looked out of her window,

which was in a new modern building

with a facade made entirely of glass and titanium.

“Who honks his horn and comes for me?”

The shiny car windows slid down, and music sounded

not like a radio signal, but rather like a music box.

“Cut that out, | won’t fall for that. | may be poor,

but 1am a good girl,” she muttered”running down the
(_ staircase

covered with red plush carpet,

“I’m only gonna see who is honking here.”

There was a terribly handsome gentleman in the car', and he ?
<T7said,

“You forgot your shoes upstairs.”

So she went upstairs for her shoes, but couldn’t find them.

She had a big wardrobe filled with silk stockings

all the way to the top, but no shoes.

Meanwhile, the gentleman honked and honked,\and then drove -5
<_.off.

“Dear God,” she wept, “what are You doing to me?

Such a smart man, the nicest one in the whole big city.

Fool, why didn’t I go barefoot?”



ATTITUDES

It was a tiny local cinema

in a neglected town, a month after the war.

There | saw a newsreel picturing

the first days of peace in Europe.

There was Feldmarschall Keitel

after signing the Berlin surrender

under the lightning, not from the Heaven

but only from newspapermen and photographers.

I remember the shots of fireworks

on Trafalgar Square in London

and simultaneously on Red Square in Moscow,

and simultaneously on Times Square in New York.
There was water spurting out of fountains;

the sky was blushed with flares,

and the Arc de Triomphe was snatched from darkness
by twelve searchlights.

Strangers in the street embraced passionately like lovers,
and all the orchestras played “It’s a long way...”
And a woman in the row behind me told her husband,
“Now, when the war is over, maybe you, too, will stop paining me,
will ya?”



A MILITARY BAND

Nobody knows if it has happened or only will happen.
The last military band is returning from the last battle.
Two helicons, two saxophones, kettle-drums,

and one, absolutely accidental, uncalled-for flute.

A sergeant-in-reserve is marching behind the orchestra,
commanding it to keep in step. But who follows?

He carries a furled banner, soaked with radioactive dust,
shining with each wrinkle. But it is daytime,

and its luminescence is invisible.

“Ah, du lieber Gott,” sighed the sergeant,

“such lovely military music,

and not a single boy is running around..."



THE FIRST DAY
The best sleep is after a war.

Before a war, you’re uneasy. Will it happen? Won't it?

You open a window. Fingers of searchlights cross overhead,

and trucks rumble under the rain like crazy, not knowing where to
Somebody is yelling into a microphone, and loudspeakers
substitute declarations for marches

and vice versa. Alternative mobilization schedules

are deposited in triple-sealed envelopes in safes.

Something keeps waking you up. It’s as if

someone is setting heavens on fire.

During a war, you also never quite sleep as you wish.
Something always happens - rations don’t come,

the trench is flooded, a machine-gun barks,

a mine booms, a louse bites, or artillery hits.

That will rouse you too.

And when all is still, absolutely, completely still, suddenly
something tears out your leg.

And then sleep won’t come either.

No wonder. All your life you had two,

and suddenly you’re short of a leg. Sleep won’t come easily
when you’re not all there.

The best sleep is on the first day after a war.

Not even nightingales wake you.

Civilians can run their heads off,

but a soldier drops - wherever he can

as long as there’s no alarmclock nearby, no telephone.

He dreams of buddies who went to sleep, never to awaken.
He dreams of them the most.

The first day, you don’t like to wake up. You don’t know
whether to laugh because you’ve survived. Or to weep.



FLOWERS

I told you, “Don’t go there, Vanechka.”

Itold you, “Letit bethere.”

But does a living man obey a woman?

And dead men do not bother with them either.
Yesterday they signed the surrender.

Ifyou’d listened to me, silly,

we would have had them at our wedding,
these flowers.
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A STONE WALL

More than 77,000 Czech and Slovak Jews
died of the hands of the Nazis

during World War Il. Their names

are inscribed on a stone wall

inside the old Prague synagogue.

There was a stone wall erected in an ancient temple,
with a strange mosaic of letters and figures,

of names and surnames,

of Adams, Berthas, Ciporas, Davids,

Emiles, Frannies, Isaacs, Josephs,

in short, of Jews.

A common tombstone for all of them, together,
so cool, smooth, with thin streaks on the surface.
There were no flowers beside this stone,

no weeping willows bowing before it.

Nobody came on Sundays

to wipe the letters with a moist cloth.

One day, a woman came to this stone wal 1

and found her name carved into its surface.

She was told, “This is a mistake!

Look, you are quite alive.

Listen here! you have cabbage in your shopping basket.”
Yet she kept on looking at her name,

touching it with her thin,

almost childish finger and said,

“No, no, it’s quite correct. | should be here,

right between Jan and Joseph.”



BALLAD OF A MAILMAN

In the morning on May 9, 1945,

Anno Domini,

mailman August Matushka

reached Immanuel Kant Boulevard

and found out that the street no longer existed.
Only a street-sign hanging in the air,

only some soot-covered fancies,

and, naturally, black holes in the windows,
and, naturally, doors opened to nowhere,

and, naturally, an unwound bobbin of black thread,
and, naturally, somebody’s hair ribbon,

and ash, ash, a lot of ash, naturally.

Luckily, August Matushka

had only a single letter to deliver,

addressed to Agnes Wagnerova

on One Fourteen Immanuel Kant Boulevard.
Not even a letter, merely a post card

with a postmark from an army mail-office.

There was lying a shoe amidst the debris.

He couldn’t return the letter

where it came from and said, raising his pick-cap,
“Here is a mail to your shoe, Mrs. Agnes...”

And stuck the letter into the shoe,

a common third-rank mailman.

And can you count on your mailman?



OBITUARY FOR YOUNG MORITZ

Amidst the events of World War Il
nobody recalled young Moritz.

His last query was to his schoolteacher,
“Where does the word ‘ghetto’ come from?
Perhaps it descends from

Goethe?”



SO BREATHE!

Climb out, take it easy, don’t be scared.

What’s for you in that sewer?

A sewer's for rats, not for such a cute Yid as you.

So then breathe, breathe a bit.

D 'you have good lungs?

Such a nice fellow and hiding from us in a sewer!
What do they call you? Cohen or Katz? Rabinovicz?
So breathe, breathe, you can still breathe

for a little while.



ROADS

I'm not sure this is a true story - maybe, this is still going to
happen.

One man, one of those who reverently believe

in the validity of proverbs, common notions, and mother wit,
believed that all roads led to Rome.

So, he walked and walked but he never got there.
Nonetheless, he kept on thinking

that roads are intended to reach the points

which you aim at.

As aresult, he found himself

in a place where he never wanted to go. What to do?

One day, in a country that was just being conquered,

he stepped out of a column,

took off his helmet,

poured out his brandy ration from the belt flask,

and addressed a woman with a child on her back,

“l beg your pardon, I’m here by mistake.

Could I help to carry your baby?

And please don’t look at me so hostily.

I only wanted to go to Rome. Not with a rifle...”

This might result in a great world-wide scandal.

Luckily, there was a resourceful platoon commander,
sergeant Zeithammel.

He immediately shot this men and ordered

the corpse buried on the sidewalk.

And everybody in the platoon was furious with this fellow
because he’d poured out his brandy

on the road.



SCALES

Children like everything diminutive. Kids like everything
beside which they appear distinguishable.

Even the sun, they call Sunny. It’s fairly touching -

a single sunspot is many times larger than our whole planet.
One day, a little Japanese girl looking at the sky

said, “Look, mommy! Such acute little mushroom!”



MARBLES

The most favorite human game is to play with marbles -
clay marbles, glass marbles, stone, golden, leaden marbles,
ones in their heads,

and the main Earth Marble, upon which we, ourselves
live rent-free without a landlord.

And the Earth Marble is as patient

as an old dray-horse is with children -

allows them to play on its back

and tries with all its might to keep them safe.

Take care, children!



WORDS OF WISDOM

One day a person finds out that he or she is a member
of a generation, starts wearing patched jeans
or a pony tail, carrying a book of Rimbaud

or agold cross, broad-brimmed hat, or sneakers,
playing a guitar, or roller skating.

The parents don’t understand them -

they are of a different generation.

They think that early to bed and early to rise...
makes you ... catch the worm.

Knowledge is power. The devil

finds work for idle hands.

Love can move mountains.

People who live in glass houses...

cast your bread upon the water...

and do not lean out of the windows.

Don’t talk to strangers and the driver

while the bus is in motion.

Look out - wet paint. OK?

Each generation could take over the wisdom
stored by fathers and grandfathers.

But each generation

tries to start from the very onset.



QUESTIONS

The most difficult thing is

to answer children’s questions.

The worst of all is

when they begin questioning,

Why? and What? and When? and Who?
and Why? again and again.

The worst is when they look at you
up from below

and ask questions,

looking with their open clear eyes -
brown, gray, green, or blue,

blue like the sky... with a black dot.
All of them were born after the war,
some - during the war, and others -
can it be before the war?



THE BARRIER

It takes a year, a whole year,
before a child understands

that the sky and the earth

are not barred by a barrier;

that the barrier is only a piece of lattice
hanging on two hooks.

And then the child rises

over his first barrier,

with both feet firm on the ground,
grins,

and nobody holds him.

From that day on, the mother
begins to fear for her son,

and she’ll never stop...



WHO ARE YOU?

1'd really like to talk with you, my little baby.

To wait for your first words, to hear you say, “sky, water, grass..
I’'m whispering, “Who will you become? Who are you,
my stranger, my voiceless stranger?

Will you turn into a real man, a man like thousands,
smelling of hatred, whisky, and barrack sweat?...

Will you really shout at someone,

‘Go ahead, you bastards, until I knock your teeth out!’?
Who are you, my baby? My silent golden Fishy...
What are you thinking about, looking at me

with your little slanted eyes?...”



A CRY

A human being is born
crying.

No one understands,

but everybody smiles.
“Here I am!" yells the newborn baby.
“l am here to stay.

Aren’t you happy?

Was | born to good people?
In the right place?

In the proper epoch?

Is there a war threat?
Slavery - is it over?

My skin color,

My birth records -

Won't they spoil my life?
May | breathe?

So... thank you.”






Then, suddenly, she got up and left,
herself a ballad in black and white,
one of those from her casket.

I couldn’t keep her,

but she left those pictures overflowing my hands...

Toall of you, so young and muscular,
entirely covered with bronze suntan,
to you especially,

to all of you, a generation

so purposeful, self-confident,

and hardly sentimental,

the author dedicates these verses
from A LITTLE BLACK CASKET.
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I said, “It’s terrible, the shouts of these eyes.”
| said again, "It's terrible,the silence of these lips.”
“Take it along,” told me the girl resembling a collie-dog,

“and talk to them at night. But quietly, please, -
they can not bear yelling.”



INTRODUCTION

Animals can’t see themselves in mirrors.

They live in dread of death. And die. They fight.
Between the fights they breed.

They don’t balance their lives before they pass away
and don’t regret the past or passing.

Kant’s dog looked at the world as if through

its master’s eyes,

but it did not become a philosopher.

The animals need neither camera nor camera-creature.
They always can recede into the real jungle

from our jungle of thinking and recalling.

If a tiger

had a pocket on ki belly, =
he would not keép' %

his billets-doux or picture:

or even tiny lock of golden fur in it.
But almost every one of us keeps

a photo-album on a shelf,

with oneself, with one’s beloved,
with children, friends, and native land,
with memory

of one's own time -

what has and hasn’t happened...

I met a girl...
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Ludvik Ashkenazy and his Cerna Bedynka -
the translator’s preface for American readers

Ludvik Ashkenazy was a well-known Czech writer of the
sixties. His books, such as May Stars, Brute, Sketches
Childish and Not-Childish, were very famous in Czechoslo-
vakia, the USSR, Germany, and some other European countries.
His most cherished book’s title reads in Czech as Cerna
Bedynka. Its themes are as eternal as poetry itself: kids,
women, war... as seen in our contemporary world that has be-
come so small and vulnerable. Literal translation of this title
into English as A Little Black Casket does not convey its
exact meaning. Matter-of-factly, “bedynka” in Czech, “die
Schattulle” in German, or "shkatulka” in Russian mean a spe-
cial box for personal stuff: rings and necklaces, or threads and
buttons, or letters and photos. An old-fashioned camera and a
book with its black cover could also be taken as “bedsfnba”,
“shkatulka”. Ashkenazy gathered his poetic images ana some
photos by Czech photographers under its lid. The English
words of “jewelry box” or “chest” seem to be less suitable here
than “casket”, even though the latter is rather associated with
“coffin”. Yet perhaps this makes some sense too.

Cerna Bedynka was published in Prague in 19G4. In
the mid-sixties, | translated this book into Russian. Some of
the book’s pieces were published and became fairy popular as
one of “benchmarks" of that post-Stalin liberation period in
the USSR. They were performed on the radio and in poetry
readings by prominent actors, put to music by noted young
composers Michael Tariverdiev and Alexey Rybnikov, and staged
by student theaters. Several poems were included in the vol-
ume of Ashkenazy’s selected works entitled | Met People
Everywhere published in Moscow in 1967, at the very end of
the so-called “thaw” period following the severe "winter” of
Stalin’s times. The entire book was to be published in 1969...
But on August 20, 1968, Soviet troops invaded Czechoslovakia,
and Ashkenazy’s name,-as.well as those of many other Czecho-
slovak poets, writers, journalists, scientists, was no longer al-
lowed to sound. Ashkenazy fled to Germany and would never
sec his beloved Prague again. He worked for the radio, writing
radio plays and fairy tales, and died at the Italian town of Bolzano
in 1986.'

Ashkenazy’s verses are written in diverse manners: from
modern dismetric verse libre to naive traditional stanzas. He
called his poems “songs, ballads, and tales”. But to the reader
they rather appeal as a kind of short plays where the author’s
voice alternates with voices of his characters, interlacing with
each other. And even the most tragic themes of Ashkenazy’s
book are tinted with his peculiar Jewish humor.

Alexander Leyzerovich
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