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HOBBLIE ITEPEBOABI

HOCH® BPOACKHH

«PAB, TIOMAM CIOAA, TIOCAYKU MHE!»*

1

— Pab, noiia¥ CcloAq, mocAyku MHe! — Aa, Moit Xo3guH. Uem?
— Ckopeit! Koaecunny ¢ konsmu! 5 moeay Bo Aopen!

— Tloesxait Bo ABopern, xo3siuH. IToesskail Bo ABopel.

Llaps 6yaeT paa TeGst BUAeTh M 6yAeT K Tebe GAQTOCKAOHEH.
— Her, pa6. He moeay s1 Bo Aoper.

— U He Hapo, xo3siMH. He e3pu BO ABoper.

Llape noraeT TeGsI B AQABHMI ITOXOA,

B HEe3HAKOMHIH NyTh, IO BpPa)KAeGHHIM ropam;

6yaelllb M3-3a HEr0 CTPAAATh M MYYHUTBECS AGHb M HOYb.

2

— Pab, noiipu cropq, nmocay>xu MHe! — Aa, Mo xo3suH. Yem?
— TlpuHecH BOAH], OMOH MHe PyKH: s OYAy Y)KHMHQTh.

— VYxuna#, x03auH. Emb cBOM y’KHH.

Koraa 4acTo emb, papyeTcs AylIa. Y)KMH YeAOBeKa —

Y>KUH ero 6ora, a YUCTHE PyKH 3aMeTHT caMm llldmar.

— Her, pab. S He 6yAy y>KMHQThb.

— He y>kuHa#, X035uH. He emp y>KHH.

ITuTee M >Ka’kKAQ, MHUIIA M T'OAOA

HHUKOTAQ He PacCTaloTCs C AIOABMH, He roBOpsi — APYT C APYroM.

* 3ror UIYMEPCKHH TEKCT BOCXOAMT K AeCSTOMY HAHM OAMHHAALTATOMY Beky Ao P. X. m
CpeAM CHEeIUAAHCTOB H3BeCTeH KaK «Amaaor o meccuMmuaMme». B ApeBHOCTH OH
BOCOPMHHMAACA Kak ¢urocodCKUi, B Hallle BpeMd MHOrMe CYHTAlOT ero CcKopee
IIYTOYHHEIM. AAST IepeBOAA S IOAB30BAACA ABYMSA MOACTPOYHHIMH IepeAOKeHHSIMH:
Babylonian Wisdom Literature by W. G. Lambert (Oxford, 1960) u Ancient Near Eastern Texts
Relating to the Old Testament, by James B. Pritchard (Princeton, 1955). — IIpumenanue

H. Bpogcxoro.

IIpeararaeMH PYCCKHH TEKCT, TaK XKe KaK M TeKCTH, omyGAMKoBaHHHIe B Ne 3 «3Be3-
AEI» (1998), mpepcraBaseT coGoi AOCAOBHEIA IOACTPOYHHIH IIepeBOA, CAGAQHHHIH C IEABIO
AQTh PYCCKHUM YHMTATeASIM, HEAOCTAaTOYHO BAAACIOLIMM QHTAMMCKHM S3BIKOM, HOYCTh caMoe
OTAAACHHOE IpPeACTaBAeHHe 06 aHrAOS3HYHOM HoatTHyeckoM HacAepmn Hocuda Bpoackoro.
IlepeBop ocymiectBAeH mo cGopHHKY «To Urania» (N.Y., 1988; mo cocraBy CGOpPHHK He
COOTBETCTBYET PyCCKOM KHHUre «YpaHMs»). — IlepeBogruk.
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3

— Pab, moipu CroAQ, MOCcAy>kH MHe! — Aa, Mol Xxo3suH. Yem?
— Cxkopeit! KoaecHully ¢ koHsimu! 5 moepy KaTaTbCs B IOAs!
— Hy KOHeYHO, XO035MH, e3)Kall. BOAbHHEIN CKUTaAer

Bcerpa HabweT cebGe GpIOXO, YAMYHEIM IleC BCErAa

HarpeT cebe KOCTb, 3aAeTHAsl AQCTOYKA Aydllle 3HAeT, KAK BHUTb THE3A0,
AVKHN OCeA HaMAeT TPaBY B CaMOM CyXOH IyCTHIHe.

— Her, pa6. He moepy KaTaTbCs B IIOAS.

— W He Hapo, x03s1uH. He cTOHT.

Y4acTh CKUTAABIIA peIlaeT CAydYail.

YAu4HHIN Nec TepseT 3yOul. I'He3p0

3aA€THOM AACTOYKH 3aAMBAIOT M3BECTKOM.

AMKUA OCeA CIIUT Ha TOAOH 3eMAe.

4

— Pab, notipu cropa, MOCAyKH MHe! — Aa, MOI X03sMH. Uem?
— Sl X049y 3aBeCTH CeMbIO, HAPOXXaTh AeTeH.
— Xopomiasi MBICAb, XO35IMH. 3aBepd CeMblO, 3aBeAH CeMbIO.

Ae'm XPaHAT OTHOBCKOE MMS M NOBTOPSAIOT €ro B IIOMHMHAABHHIX MOAMTBAX.

— Her, pa6. He 3aBeAy s ceMblo, He 3aBepy AeTeii!

— U He Hapo, x03suH. KOoHeuHO, He HAAO.

CeMbsl Kak pa3burasi ABepb, BCe IIeTAM CKPHIIAT.

ToOABKO OAMH Ha TPOMX M3 AeTeli 3A0pOB, ABe TPeTH BcerAa GOABHHL
— Tak 9TO, 3aBOAUTh ceMbio? — HeT, He 3aBOAM.

KTO 3aBOAUT ceMblO, pacTOodaeT OTHOBCKUI AOM.

5

— Pab, moiipu Ccropa, MocAy>kd MHe! — Aa, Mo xoamm Yem?
— 51 ycTynaro cBOMM Bparam;

Ha cyAe g 6yAy MOAYATh Ilepep KAeBeTHHKAMH.

— BepHo, xo03suH. BepHo! Ycrynu Bparam,

MOAYH TlepeA KAeBeTHHMKAaMH.

— Her, pa6! He 6yay MoAdaTh M He YCTyHAIO HM!

— He ycrymait, MOI X035MH, U He MOAuu!

AaKe ecAu TH BOBce He pacKpoelllb PTa,

6yAyT Bparu 6ecIIOIaAHO >XKeCTOKHM K TebGe, H OyAeT HX MHOTO.

6

— Pab, moipu cropq, NOCAyKH MHe! — Aa, MO# x03sauH. Uem?

— 51 X094y COTBOpDHUTBH 3A0€ AEAO, ITOHSIA?

— CotBopH, x0351H. KOHEIHO, COTBOPH 3A0€ AEAO.

W60 kak ke MHade Habuth cebe Gproxo?

Kak, He TBOpSI 3A0TO A€AQ, TEIAO OAETHCS?

— Her, pa6! He 6yAy TBOpUTH 3AHIX AeA!

— 3A0AeeB IIOTOM YOMBAIOT MAM CAUPAIOT JKHUBBEM KOXKY M OCAEIASIOT,
a TO — OCAENASIIOT, CAMPAIOT JKMBbeM KOXy M OpOcaloT B TEMHHILY.

7

— Pab, moipu cropa, MOCAyKH MHe! — Aa, Moi xo3siuH. Yem?

— 51 X049y BAIOGHTBHCSI B JKEHIIUMHY. — BAroGHch, Moi xo3gHuH! BaroGucsh!
KTo BAIOGAsIETCSI B JKeHIIMHY, 3a0hIBaeT Ile9aAd M rope.

— Her, pa6! He 6yAy BAIOOGASTBCS B JKeHIIUHY!

— He BA1o6agiics1, xo3sauH. He Hapo.

JKeHIIMHA — 3TO CHMAOK, 3allapHs, TeMHEIHM KalKaH.

7KeHIIMHA — OCTPHIM CTAaABHON HOJXK IIO TOPAY MY’>KCKOMY BO TEME.
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8

— Pab, noiau Clopq, mocAy>ku MHe! — Aa, Moit xo03suH. Uem?

— CKopeli NPUHECH BOAH, 51 OMOIO DYKH: XO4y NIPHHECTH JXepTBy 6ory.
— IlpuHecH XepTBy GOry, NpHHecH >XepTBy 6ory.

KTo npuHOCHT >XepTBY Gory, HalloAHSeT cepAle GoraTcTBoM;

OH NPOHMKAETCS LIEAPOCTbIO M PACKPHIBAeT CBOM KOIIEAEK.

— Her, pa6. He 6yAy S IDHHOCHTH JKEPTBY.

— Tl npaB, xo3suH. He Hapo!

PasBe npuyduuib 60ora XoAuTb 3a To6oM, 6yaTO mca!

OH Bce BpeMs TpebGyeT mocAylIaHWs, o6pAAOB, >KepTs!

— Pab, noiau Clopa, NOCAY>KHM MHe! — Aa, Mol Xo3suH. Uem?

— 51 X04y BAOJKHTb A€HBIH C IIPOIIEHTOM, 51 AAM AEHET B AOAT IIOA NpOIeHT!
— A3, BAOKYM AGHBIH C NPOLIEHTOM, CCYAHU AEHBIH IIOA IpOLEeHT!

KTo AeHBrm AaeT oA IPOIEHT, COXPAHSeT CBOe W MMeeT OTDOMHYIO IPHGHIAL.
— Her, pa6! He 6yay ccy>KaTh M BKAAAHIBaTb TOXKe He GyaAy!

— He ccykait, Moit xo3sHH. He peaall BKAaAQ.

B AOAT A3BaTh — YTO JKEHIIHMHY NOAIOGHTB; a IOAYJaTh — 9TO MMeTh AYPHBIX AETeif:

AIOAM BCErAQ KASIHYT TeX, 4ell XAeb epsT.
OHH Te6s1 HeB3AIO6GAT MAM OGYAYT CTapaThCs YMEHBIINTh IPHOBIAB.

10

— Pab, moiipu cropa, mocayxku MHe! — Aa, Mo xo03smH, Yem?
— 51 coBepuly MOABUT Ha Gaaro crpash!
— TH Moaoaell, X035HH, TH MoAoAen! Coep!

VMsi CBepILIMBIIETO NMOABHT Ha GAaro CTpaHHI NONAAET B 30AOTYIO IedaTb Mapayka.

— Her, pa6! He 6yAy S OABHIOB coBepIiaTh Ha 6Aaro CTpaHHL
— W He Hapo, X035HH. He crowur.

Bcranb M IPOMAMCH IEIIKOM IO ADEBHMM DYHMHaM,

TIOTASAM Ha depella IIPOCTOAIOAVHOB M 3HATH:

‘KTO U3 HHUX OBIA 3A0A€H, KTO — O6AaropeTeAb?

11

— Pab, noiiau ciopa, nocayxku MHe! — Aa, Mo xo3gHH. Uem?

— Ecau Bce 3TO Tak, TO 4TO eCTb A06po?

— 3T0 ecAd Tebe CAOMATH IIEI0 U MHe

u 6pocuth o6oux B peKy — BOT u 6GyaeT Ao6po!

KTo U3 Aropelt cBoMM pocToM Ao Heba pocTaHeT?

Kro mmmpoTo#i o6oiiMeT paBHUHH U T'OPHI?

— Hy, pa3 Tak, s AoAKeH youTh Tebs, pab. Aydllle ITycTh CriepBa ThI, a s MOCAe.
— 3HaAYUT, XO35IMH AyMaeT, 9TO CMOXXET NPOXKUTh 6e3 MeHs LEABIX TPH AHS?

[1987]

IlepeBog ¢ anraulickoro Arekcangpa CyMepKuna

"SLAVE, COME TO MY SERVICE!"

I

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"Quick, fetch my chariot, hitch up the horses: I'll drive to the palace!”
"Drive to the palace, my master. Drive to the palace.

The King will be pleased to see you, he will be benevolent to you".
"No, slave. I won't go to the palace!”
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"Don't, my master. Don't go to the palace.

The King will send you on a faraway expedition,

down the unknown road, through hostile mountains;

day and night he will make you experience pain and hardship”.

11

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"
Fetch water, pour it over my hands: I am to eat my supper”.
"Eat your supper, my master. Eat your supper.
Frequent meals gladden one's heart. Man's supper
is the supper of his god, and clean hands catch the eye of Shamash".
"No, slave. I won't eat my supper! "
"Don't eat your supper, master. Don't eat your supper.
Drink and thirst, food and hunger
never leave man alone, let alone each other”.

III

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"
Qllle fetch my chariot, hitch up the horses: I'll go for a ride in the country”.
"Do that, my master. Do that. A carefree wanderer
always fills his belly, a stray dog always
finds a bone, a migrating swallow is especially skilled in nesting,
a wild donkey finds the grass in the driest desert
"No, slave. I won't go for a ride in the country”.
"Don't go, my master. Don't bother.
The lot of a wanderer is always dicey.
" A stray dog loses its teeth. The nest
of a migrating swallow gets buried in p]aster
Naked earth is a wild donkey's bedding”.

v

Slave, come to my service!” "Yes, my master. Yes?"
"I feel like starting a family, like begetting children”.
"Good .thinking, my master. Start a family, start a family.
W'ho has children secures his name repeated in posthumous prayers”.
No, slave. I won't start a family, I won't have children!”
"Don't start it, my master. Don't have them.
A family is like a broken door, its hinge is creaking.
Only a third of one's children are healthy; two thirds always sickly”.
"So, should I start a family?” "Don't start a famlly
Who starts a family wastes his ancestral house”.

v

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"
"I shall yield to my enemy;
in the court, I'll stay silent before my detractors”.
"Right, my master, right. Yield to your enemy;
keep silence, my master, before your detractors”.
"No, slave! I won't be silent, and I won't yield!"
Don't yield, my master, and don't be silent.
Even if you don't open your mouth at all,
your enemies will bé merciless and cruel to you, as well as numerous”.

VI

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"[ feel like doing some evil, eh?"

"Do that, my master. By all means, do some evil.

For how otherwise can you stuff your belly?

How, without doing evil, can you dress yourself warmly?"
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"No, slave. I shall do no evil!"
"Evildoers are either killed, or flayed alive and blinded,

or blinded and flayed alive and thrown into a dungeon".

VII

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"
"I'll fall in love with a woman". "Fall in love, my master. Fall in love!
Who falls in love with a woman forgets his griefs and sorrows".

"No, slave. I won't fall in love with a woman!"

"Don't love, my master. Don't love.

Woman is a snare, a trap, a dark pit.

Woman is a sharp steel blade slitting man's throat in darkness".

VIII

"Slave, come to my service!” "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"Quick, fetch water to wash my hands: I am to make an offering to my god”.
"Make an offering, make an offering.

Who makes offerings to his god fills his heart with riches;

he feels generous, and his purse is open".

"No, slave. I won't make an offering!"

"Rightly so, my master. Rightly so!”

Can you really train your god to follow you like a doggy?

All the time he demands obedience, rituals, sacrifices!'

IX

"Slave, come to my service!” "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"I'll invest with the interest, I will loan for the interest".

"Yes, invest with the interest, make loans for the interest.

Who does so preserves his own; his profit, though, is enormous”.
"No, slave, I won't lend and I won't invest!"”

"Don't invest, my master. Don't lend.

To lend is like loving a woman; to receive, like siring bad children:
people always curse those whose grain they eat.

They'll resent you or try to reduce your profit".

X

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"I shall do a good deed for my nation!"

"Very good, my master, very good. You do that!

Who does good deeds for his nation has his name in Marduk's gold signet".
"No, slave. I won't do a good deed for my nation”.

"Don't do that, my master. Don't bother.

Get up and stroll across ancient ruins,

scan the skulls of simple folk and nobles:

which one of them was a villain, which one a benefactor?”

XI

"Slave, come to my service!" "Yes, my master. Yes?"

"If all this is so, then what is good?”

"To have your neck broken and my neck broken,

to be thrown into a river — that's what is good!

Who is so tall as to reach the heavens?

Who so broad as to embrace plains and mountains?”

"If that's so, I should kill you, slave: I'd rather you go before me".

"And does my master believe that he can survive for three days without me?”

[

[1987]
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