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INTRODUCTION

The Domostroi is a work giving instruction in the proper ordering of
domestic affairs which was compiled probably in the middle of the 16th
century in Novgorod. It was based on passages from the Old Testament,
patristic works, and collections of moral treatises of Byzantine origin which
were popular in Russia from the 14th century. In its mixture of moral and
economic advice it was clearly influenced by the Pouchenie (Testament)
genre and the various Ustav’s (Monastic rules), and_has some affinity with
similar instructional works in Byzantine and medieval Western literature. At
the same time it is very much a document of its period, parts of it being written
in colloquial Russian, which was not a very common practice in Old Russian
literature.

The work is less a monument of literature than a striking picture of life
in the wealthier households of Russia in the Muscovite period. It falls roughly
into three sections: on religious observances; on family discipline and social
observances; on domestic economy. The ideal family life portrayed is a
microcosm of the grim system prescribed for the state in the Stoglav: the
father is a complete autocrat, maintaining discipline through violence and
fear; subservience, conformity and penny-pinching are prime virtues; material
gain is the reward of piety; religion is a matter of good repute and the minute
observance of ritual; the household is an isolated unit and outsiders are
suspect.

The work was probably brought to Moscow by the priest Silvestr, who
was for a time a close adviser of Ivan the Terrible. One edited version of the
text, with an appended testament to his son, certainly seems to have been the
work of Silvestr. It may well have been thought that the work would provide
suitable norms of domestic life for the growing ranks of the service nobility —
certainly the ideology is that of the Muscovite autocracy.

Although the Domostroi presents an ideal rather than a description of an
actual household, there can be little doubt that it reflects the way of life of
the wealthier classes (Novgorod was a rich merchant city), and, indeed, one
may find echoes of it in more modern literature in the descriptions of merchant
life almost to the present day.

The text reprinted here is that of the longer first redaction. The last four
chapters (on food and marriage rites) are probably a later addition (late
16th century).

The most detailed study of the work is to be found in A. Orlov, Domostroi,
Issledovanie, pt. 1, Moscow, 1917. The most recent detailed study of the
language of the Domostroi is in M. A. Sokolova, Ocherki po yazyku delovykh
pamyatnikov XVI veka, Leningrad, 1957.

London, 1971 W. F. Ryan






Uspasaewnit BuEb cnucokd oMocrpos npunayiemkurs Gub-
morers Muneparopekaro Odmecrsa Mceropin n Tpesnocreir Poc-
cifickux® ¥ nplo0phress nokodHEME Bbumo nasarass Cekpe-
tapens OOmecrsa O. M. Boxgmckun®, BadaBmum: eme mnpam
CBOCH MHU3HHM M cCaMO€ ero nevaramie. 9Tors 3ambuareabHHI
CIMCOKD CL HOAPOOROCTI pazcMoTpbus u ommcams N bircrsu-
TeabERND Unesons O6mecrsa . C. HexpacoBsms b ero , Onnts.
HCTOPUKO-IUTEPATYPHAIO H3CABIOBAHIA O NPOUCXOKIEHI Npe-
pEe-pycckaro Jomoerpoa“ (cm. Urenia s O6mecrst Ueropin u
Tpesrocredt, 1872 r. xpura 3-a.) Kb rhus nmoxpoGrocrams ME
MOKCMD DPUCOBOKYNUTh HBCKOJBKO HEOOGXONMMHXB JOUMOJHEHIH.

Br macroamems Buxh, 1epeBABENA mepemIeTs PYKONKCH, CO-
CTOAmMIA U3B JBYXH JUNOBHXB JOLEYCKD, OOTABYTHXH Ha MHO-
JOBHEY, IVIaBHEIMB 00pa3oMb 0 KOPENKY, Kokeo, 3ak109aeTs BB
ce6b Terpany 66 raapp codcka M OJHY HAYAJBBYIO, IEPBYI0, CTATHI0
67 raasn (Yusm Ba cpagp0b). Ocranvena 1Bh craThu cBagel-
HHXB YMHOBD, 3 4 4, COCTaBIAITH 0CO0yl TeTpajky usp 48
JUCTKOBD, He BXOJUBIY BB NEPEmJETH M NPUCOEIUBEHHYIO Kb
pykonuca BB nocabaymoumee Bpems, KOria NOEepBOHAYAIBHHE CO-
craBb TeTpaledl pykomucu ObID YKe IepelieTeHb.

Pykonuce mucasa Bb MaJyl OCBMYIIKY, KOTOpad coOoTBBT-
CTBYEI' MECTHAINATON K0XE COBpeMeHHAro nevyaTHAro JuCra, IIo-
9eMy W BO3MOXKHO OHIO 0003HAYuTh ed GOpMaTh 3TOK 10.Jeio
KaKb ykasaHo Bb omucasiu r. Hempacoma, crp. 5.

Pykomucr cmuTa TerpaikaMd m3b 8 IACTKOBB Ka®lad, Kakb
ORIL CBEDHYTH CTAPMHEE NUChMEHHHHA Jmcth Oymarm Hampas
TeTpaika BB HEayaxb M Bh KOHNB BEm3y crpaHAND mnepembueHa



VI

cBoelo muppow. Bo Bcell pykomuck Takuxb pasmbyeHHBIXE Te-
tpagorb 13. Ha nocaxbymews mucrib 13 rerpankn Baummaercs
63 riaBa u oxamHuMBaeTca Ha TpeTheMb Jucrkb 14-i, Hemepe-
wbyerHoA Terpasky.

Jdror0 63 raaBow J[oMocTpoa OKaHUMBAETCA IEPBOHAYAIDL-
HHA TOYEPKD pykomucH, 3aHuMaomifi 113 ochMymeks, BB TOM®
gncalt OriaBieHin NpUEAXICKUTH 6 ochbMymers. IT0 MeIRid mo-
JyycTapb IEPBOH IOJOBUHH WM, onpelbimreirEbe MOKHO Cha-
3aTh, BTOPO# verTsepry mecTHaguUaTaro croabria. Bro xapakreps
mogpo6ro omucars U. C. Hexpacosrms. (Onurs, cTp. 73—74).

3a cuvt cabryers TeTpaib, cocrapigiomag 64—67 riasm
pykonucu (Klmru KO KE 1o, YTO € CTOAN LCTRY no,mlon) HOpcannad gHa
31 aumerkd, ma mEOA Oymarh u APYruMH 4epPHHTAMH, CKOPOTHCLI
Bropo#t noaoBrEH XVI Bbka.

Ilponoxxenie 67 ruass: S-9 u 4-a craThn cBaNEOHBIXD UM-
HOBH, IHCAHO TOXe BB 0c060# TeTpany Ra 37 OGHMyMEAXH, HA
uEON OymMarh, MHEMU YepPHUIANH, MOJYYCIaBoOMb BTOPOi MOI0BUHE
X VI croxbria. 9ra yacth pykomuen Takixe nepembueHa ochmymey-
HEIME TeTpajikaMi BHA3Y HAa HAYaJbHHXD CTPAHANAXD KAELOMN
terpaikn. Bebxs mepevbuerEHX® rerpasokd mars. Kpoxb Toro
BBEPXY BB JIIaXb KAKIOA CTPAHAIE KWHOBAPHIO pa3sbueHH
magper 3, a mOTOMB 4 crareil OmMCaBHHXB 31bch CBaJCOHHXD
JHUHOBb.

Ha 37 mmerkh moayyeraBe mecrTHEanmararo Bhka oranun-
Baercda. Jarbe cabayers ocobaa crareiika (38—44 ocoyymku).
»O unHy cBaje0HONB®, mucaBHad Ha wHOU Oymarb u mmmNEH yep-
Hurayn noayycrapons X VII crou., 3a koropoio monbmenn nbko-
TOpEs npunuckn ckoponuceid KoEna XVII mim mavama XVIII
croxbris.

Takams 00pazoMs PYKOMHCH NpeiCTABILETH BB H3BBCTHOND
cMECIB COOPHUKD pasinmysaro IHCLMAa, BL KOTOPOMB Kb NepPBO-
HavaJibHOMY, ApesEbimeny u3b BChXb focens uspbCTHHXb. CIIHCKY
JLoMOCTPOs MPHCOBOKYNJIEHE NPOLONKANIIiA ero riaass, 64—67,
NMCABREA 1031Bbe, 0HAKO CKOPOMHCHI0 M MOJYyCTABOMDB MICCT-
Hagnararo xe phra, xorda On U mocrbiEeit ero uersepTd. Bo-
IPpeKH BCCHMA OCTOPOMHOMY SAKIIOQUEHI IOUTeHHArO HAIero
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courena Y. C. HekpacoBa, OTHOCAIATO 3TO NMHCLMO ROA0H U=
MEAVHO KD CEMHAANATOMY croxbriio, crp. 74, MH noJaraews, iro
IO CBOMND NPU3HAKAND M CBOUCTBAMB ITO IHCHMO BO BCAKOMD
cayual crapme Kommmuckaro cmnucka J[loxMocrposa, orHOCHMArO
6escopao kb X VI nbky. b TOMY ike BpemeHH oTHOCATCT M HO-
BHL CTPOKH OrJaBicHifd, upuOaBIAKIIIA Kb HePBOHAYAIBHOMY CI'O
cucky onucanic 64—67 riaBb ckopomucbio BwECTO JpeBHALO
moayycrana. Torw ke ckoponnchio clbiane HBKOTOPHA NONPABKH
u npudasku b ckoponucrond Texerh Cronosaro oduxoga, crp.
2, 11 06., 12 06. CBou 3agii0YeRil MO JITOMY TpejMETy MH
OCHOBEIBAEMD HA HAUEPTAHIM HBKOTOPHXD CKOPOIMCHHXH GYKBE,
KakoBH Hamp. 0, ¢, 3, o, &, 4 Ap. U UPHBWYKE mmcma cps-
3BIBATH MHH OYKBH, HAIP. M W K, M H Y, 4 I].

Kb comarbuiio Bo Bcel pykomucn oueHb TPYZHO pasoldparth
¢urypsl GyMaRKHHEXD 3HAKOBT. SaMbTHMB TOJLKO, UTO CKOPOIKCEH
XVI B. Bp raaBaxb 64—067 mneana Ha Oymarbt BoBce Henmwhio-
ed 3HAKOBE.

Ha oGoport 60 amerka BB nepBOHAYAIBHOMB TuchbMb nu-
ceirb  ocraBub 11 ¢Tpok® mopo3kuXB, a0 NUHOBATH Oyva-
KAV MPOMOKY (c. erp. 72, crpoka 3, nocarh cI0BB: 60 6CAKOMS
dosopse...).

Bo Bcens mepBoBauaJbHOMB NHCHME, OKARYMBAIOLIEMCA H BB
orjaBlenlu ¥ BB Tekcrs 63 raasoio [lomocrpos, kpacHmd, 3a-
PJIABEHA CTPOKU M HAYAJBBEHA OYKBH Kaxgod IJaBH OMCAHBL KH-
Hosappio. Kpowbk roro Bce mnpexnciosie wid ,Moyvenie A naka-
Zdnie @ iexn ANoKNW® — TpA  CTPAHWNGI CIUIOIL [HCAHBL KR~
HOBaphl0, IPHUCMD BB KOHID, BB 0003HAUeHIH o0mIAr0 vxCIa
rJ1aBb, BTOpasd KMHOBapHafd mapa mocab * cuapama 0ess cibja
u BNECTO Hesa YEPHBIMB YePHHJIOND I[OCTaBIeHa Iudpa T, a mo-
TOMB IO Hell /e BHOBL Hamncama Iupa 7. 3ariasie sToro mpe-
IUCIOBIT KHHOBAPBIC iK€ HAINHCAHO BHA3Y TePBOH CTPAHHMIIEL

B raaBaxs 64—66, 0 C1o10B0MD 061x0,1, 34TIABHB CTPOKK
M HAYQJILEBA OYKBH HE TOJBKO KAKLOH CTATLH, HO M BB 00C-
3HAUCHIM Kamj0i berBw, mucamH Toke kuHHOBaphIo. BB ocrain-
Hoit 7 riaBb 3ariapHBd CTPOKH M HAUATLHEIA OYKBHL craTed
TOKE NUCAHB KWHOBAPHIO.



Bea ara 67 raassa, 3akawuaromasn By ce6b Unun Ha csain6h
6maa yxke Hameuartasa eme b 1837 rogy Bo Bpemesnuxt 00-
mecrea no cnucky XVII cror., kaks ypocrosbpuab ero pia-
nbrens, gocrasusmii Bp OO0mEcCTBO KOG C€b 3TOrO CHHUCKA,
yuarear Yeriosxenckaro Jlyxossaro Yumanma I'. Hoxuswas, cu.
Bpemernuks, kaura 25, Marep., crp. 1565—174. Paznourenia sroro
CIUCKA CH H3JABAEMHIMB TeIepb CHHCKOND HE3HAUUTENHHE U 3a-
KJIHYAI0TCA TOJLKO BB HBKOTOPHX'b NPOLYCKAX'D U IOTHOBICHIAXD.

Ilevaranie macroguwaro cmoucka J[oyocrpos BO Beeid ero
noagorh uenoxseno moxoiHEME Cexperapews O6mecrsa Augpe-
end Huronaesmuews Ilomosmus, yembpmums eure mpu coei :ku-
3HM WU3rOTOBHTL KB BHIOYCKY BB cebrs mnpemiemamyo Kawry
»dreHii* m ¥p Beauromy npuckopdio s Obwecrsa u rag Pyc-
ckoil Haykn Taxs Ge3BpeMenHO NOXUIUEHHHND CMEPTIIO.

Jaa yro6erpa mokasaHi OpH CIMueHId H3LaBaeMaro coMCKa
CH JPYI'UMHU, PEIAKTOPH HANIEAD NOJEIHHMD 0003HAUUTH CTPOKM
HaneyaTaHHATO TeKCTa Ha Kamaod crpamuib.

BrpaBmidca omeuarkm, noxaBmia HaMb I0BOAD BHCBb HpO-
BbpuTh HameuaTaEHOE CB PYKOMUCHIO, OYyIyrb NPUIO# EHH, KAKB
PABHO M CHUMKH IOYEPKOBD NMBChbMA, Kb Tperheld kaurb ,Urenii .

Kpowut Toro mo Bpemernn OyZers u3jaEb COCraB.ideMHi HaMHa
00DLACHUTEIbEHE yKasaTeab NPEIMETOB.

A. 4. Us. 3a6baunv.
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