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BPATEI]

OoBeCTh
1858

I

Ceabuo Aky.JeBo Bcero B ABaAlaTH BepcTax OT ry6epH-
cKoro ropoga N, HO JIeXKHT OHO Ha NpocesaKe, OKPYXKEHO
OBparaMH; Ha MyTH K HEMY HaXOAATCH [ABa KOCOropa H OAHH
CTpPalWHO KPYTOH CNYCK K peKe, TaK YTO COOGLIEHHS C ropo-
aoM N u Boo6lle ¢ ocTajbHbIM HaceJeHHHIM MHPOM BecbMa
3aTPyAHHTE/bHbI, @ B Ipsi3Hble BpeMeHa roja MOYTH HeBO3-
MoxHbl. Ho cesbllo oueHb 1aBHO CyLIecTBYeT Ha CBeTe, NMpo-
J0JKaeT MpouBeTaTbh — CTaJ0 GbITh, XKHTEJH €ro He YyBCT-
BYIOT Heya0GCTB CBOeH MYCTbIHM, He HYX[alOTCA B ropose.
CebLO MPHHAANEXKHT NMOMELIHKAM, HECKOJbKHM MOKOJEeHHAM
rocnof YHpPKHHBIX, B KOTOPbIX CTPacTb K AOMOCEACTBY CHJlb-
HeeT ¢ KaXAbiM mokojeHnHeM. [lpeanocneannii Baageneu no-
CeNHJCH B AepeBHe C TOro [HM, KOr'Aa, Kak BOAHTCH, Bbilled
B OTCTaBKY W3 BOEHHOH CJyXG6bl H XKEHHJICH,— TO €CTb C JHLI-
KOM COpPOK JeT Ha3al; OH Bble3XXas W3 AKyJeBa TOJBKO
yepe3 TPH roaa oAHH pa3, B N Ha Bbi6OpbI, H elLle OQHH pas,
KCTPEHHbIH, KOI1a MPOBOXKaJ CBOEro AeCATHJIETHEro ChliHa,
KOTOpPOro OAHH POACTBEHHHK yBe3 H3 AkysaeBa ¢ 06010
B [letep6ypr yuntbes. IIpH Takoil HeaesATeIbHOCTH, KOHEUHO,
He MOrJO YyBe/HYHBATbCA COCTOSIHHe r-Ha YupkuHa, naxe
JepeBeHCKHe [10XOAbl ero He yBeJHYHBaJHCh HH B AKyJeBe,
€ro pe3HieHLUHH, HH B ABYX APYTHX [AepeBHAX B CMEXHOIi ry-
6epHHH, B KOTOpble OH HHKOraa He 3arasiibiBaj. 3a MATHAA-
uaTth JeT 40 Hayasna 3TOH HCTOPHH OH yMep, OCTaBHB XKeHe,
TpeM AouepsM H CbIHY BCe 3TH HMEHHUS,— MpaBAa He B 10J-
rax, HO y)Xe HHCKOJbKO He ycTpoeHHble. OH Bblpa3ua CBOIO
3a60Ty 0 6yAYLIEM TONLKO TeM, UTO, YMHPAs, OTAEJHJ ChIHY
H cTapluedl A0o4epH, yxe COBEepPLIEHHOJNETHHM, HX YacTH HMe-
HHAl, HA3HAYHJ YACTH ABYM MEHBbLIHM AOYEPAM H MOPYUHJ
OMeKYy XXeHe CBOeH, HX MaTepH, KOTOpo# 3aBeiwtas AKyJeBO.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa YHpKHHA OCTajnacb XHTb TaM ¢ [0-
yepbMH. CbhIH y>Xe 1aBHO KOHUYHJ Kypc H cayxua B [lerep-
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6ypre; c Tex NMop KakK ero oTBe3JjH YYHTbCSH, OH TIPHE3XKaJ [0-
MOM TOJABKO pa3, Ha OJHY BaKallHl0; HO, Y3HaB O CMepTH
OTLa, NOCTeLH] NPpHeXaTb, 4ToObl YCIOKOHTb MaTbh H Booblle
pacnopsauTbes. Heab3s ckasartb, uto6 ero npuesn nopgei-
CTBOBAJl YCMIOKOHTeNbHO: desoBek Mosnonoi (Cepreto AHapee-
BHUy 6blIO TOrJa ABaAUAaTb NSATH JET), BOCNHTAHHbIHA- 1a/1€KO
OT [epeBeHCKOH TIJayliH, OH HMeJ CBOH [MOHATHA M CBOMH
B3rMSiJ Ha BellH, Obll HECKOJbKO CTPOT H HECKOJbKO B3bl-
CKaTeJleH, a K 3ToMy B AKyJsieBe He NPHUBbIK HHKTO. OH yaHB-
JsJ1 CBOHM 3HaHHeM TPOH3BOAMTEJbHbIX CHJl 3TOro Yyrja
3eMJH H TakK Tpe6oBaJ, BHAHMO, [LOJXKHOIO, YTO NPOTHBOpeE-
YHTb eMy He 6blo BO3MOXKHOCTH. Brnpouem, K10 6bl M cTaa
eMy NpOTHBOpeuHTb? MaTb Gbila B3BOJIHOBaHA MO3HAHHSIMH
H BeJHUHEM CblHa, HO BMecCTe ¢ TeM TaK o6pajoBaHa CBHAA-
HHeM c cBoHM Cep)KeHbKOH nocJje [A0JrOH pasfykH, uTo
MOrJ/1a TOJNbKO YMHJSITbCA A0 CJe3, M4 Ha Hero, u paccka-
3bIBATb NOCTOPOHHHM O €ro CJy>KeOHblX TOABHrax C TAaKHM
)Ke BOCXHLIEHHeM, C KaKHM, 6biBajo, paccka3sbiBaja OHa
OCTPOTbl H YyCUexH ero getrckoro Bo3pacra. Cepreit AHapeeBHY
6bls1 CbIHOK, BbipoilueHHblt y Gora. Ero crapuwas cecrpa,
[TpackoBbss AHnpeeBHa, roiom IMpexjae ero siBUBLIASICA Ha
cBeT, Obl1a BCTpeueHa oYeHb HeMPHUBETJIHBO POAHTE/SIMH, Meu-
TaBLIHMMH O cbiHe. Ero Hauanu 060)KaTh ¢ KoJbiGesH, U Cy/lb-
6a nesnana Bce, YTO6 OCTABHTb 32 HUM OLHHM 3TO 060XKaHHe:
LIeCTb CblHOBeH, POIHBLIHXCA NMOTOM OT CYACTJIHBOro 6paka
YHpKHHBIX, yMepJaH Bce, fae He [JOCTHTHYB NepHoda 3aHH-
MaTeJIbHOCTH, TlepHoJa MepBOT0 CMbICAA, TAK YTO O GeaHbIX
JeTsiX He MOIJIO OCTaTbCA M SICHOTO BOCNOMHHAHHA... MoXKHO
BO06pa3uTb ortyasiHue Jllo6oBH CepreeBHbl, Koraa npHulIoCh
paccTaBaTbCsi C 3THM COKpoBHLLeM, ¢ CepXKeHbKOH, H OTnyc-
KaTb ero BaaJb, B yueHbe! CepxKeHbKa nHcaJ/ pelKo: Y Hero
H B THMHAa3HH NMOCTOAHHO HEJOCTaBaJo BpPeMeHH, a No3xKe —
H TOBOpHTb Heuero. Ho OH aKKypaTHO NMOMHHJ IHH POXIEHHSA
H HMEHHH POJHTEeNeH H yMea NMPHHOPOBHTb TaK, UTO AO31paB-
JIEHHSi €ro MoJyyaJjMcb B CaMbli [JeHb TOpPXeCTBA; €CJAH Xe
NHCbMAa OOJIKHb! OblJIH ON031aTb HJIH NMPHHTH paHee, Mo pac-
yeTy noutoBbiXx AHeH, CeprkeHbKa MOJNb30BAJCA 3THM. CJy-
yaeM a8 KakoH-HHOyAb 0co6eHHOH J1o06e3HocTH. «Panee
_Bcex W mepBblii 6pocalocb i B BallH O6DbATHA, Apaxahuide
poauteu...» Mau: «Tenepb, Koraa naBHO KpYrom Bac 3aTHX
LIyM NMO3ApaBJaeHH i, pafyloCch, YTO MOErO roJ1oca He 3arayLiHT
6osiee roN0OC MOCTOPOHHHX..» — H npouee. Cepreit Anape-
€BHY He AyMaJ HJH He MOMHHJ, 4TO «IOCTOPOHHHMH» Ha3bl-
BaJl CBOHX cecTep...
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OH 3Haa X MaJo, HO OHH Xopowo ero noMHuaH. Koraa
OH MpHe3)XaJ Ha BaKalHio, eMy Obl10 AeBATHAALATb JeT, ero
cecTpam — JABajllaTh M OAHHHAAUATb; TpeTbeH elle He Ohli0
Ha cBete. OH cKa3aga ToabKo cecTpe Bepe, uto oHa HHuero
He 3HAaeT H HerpalUMO3Ha, H 3aMeTHJ (NPH POLHTENSIX) CecTpe
[IpackoBbe, uTo oHa Morsaa Obl 3aHATbHCA peOGEHKOM, YTO
JOJT KEHUWHHbl JIOGHTb aeTed WM 3a60THTbCH O HMUX. Martb
axana ot yMa i cepaua CepxeHbku. MasneHbkasi Bepa crana
ero 6oATbcs, yberasna, BCTpeyaschb C HHM B cajy, a cJayua-
Jocb, H npATanack. [IpackoBbsi AHLpeeBHa, CKyuasi, KaK CKy-
yasa 6bl BCSIKAf MOJ0AAs LeBYLIKA, OCYXKAeHHAas NpOBECTH
JydlliHe TOAbl MOJIOAOCTH B 3a0bITOH, IMyXoH AepeBHe, OTBa-
KHJ1acb NOTOBOPHTL ¢ 6paToM; OH Obisl TAK YUeH, a y Hee, He-
CKOJIbKO MecsilleB Ha3dal, O6blia r'yBepHaHTKa — HeBeX/1a, HO
nobpeiiiias AeBylIKa, KOTOpas HHUEMY He Y4YuJa CBOKO BOC-
NMHTAHHUILY H BMECTE C HeK 4YHTaja caMmble UYBCTBHTE/bHhe€
CTHXH M BOCTOpXEHHble, XOTS H HPAaBCTBEHHble pPOMAaHHI.
['yBepHaHTKe OTKa3aJ, noj npeasoroM LA0POroBH3Hbl H TOrO,
uto [IpackosbA AHapeeBHAa caMa MOXeT 3aHHMATbCA MEeHb-
wo#i cecrpoil. 3Han au 3ty npuuudy Cepreii AHapeeBHu,
pPeKOMeHAYs cecTpe 3TO 3aHsATHe, HJH €My BOLIJIO B rOJIOBY
CKa3aTb 3TO Tak, OT AHAAKTHUECKOro HAaCTPOEHHSA, HO OH Mo-
najn Ha MbiCab H Ha XesaaHue poauteneil. OH Kak-TO ymen
BCcerga nonajaartb Tak J0OBKO... ['yBepHaHTKe OTKasajH elle
NOTOMY, 4TO Haao 6bl10 mocbiiaTb Gogabwe aeHer Ceprero
AHapeeBHuy, nepexoauBLIeMY Ha BbicliHe Kypcbl... CecTpa
3HaJa 3Ty npHuHHY. Boipocuiasa cpeau Xxo3sHCTBA H CUETOB,
OHAa 3Haja 3TOT pacuyer, 3Hana H TO, UTO MOXHO Obl10 Obl
OCTaBHTb el noapyry, He pa3opsisicb H He 3acTaBasAs 6parua
CTeCHATbCA B YyeM-HHOYAb... 1a He 6Gena 6bli1a 6bl H OTKA3aThb
HeMHoro 6paTuy: oH He oaHH! BnpoueM, 2aB Kak-To 04HaXAbl
3TOH MbICAH NpPOHTH B roJsoBe, [IpackoBbf AHapeeBHa He
BO3Bpallianach K Hed 6oablue, a, HANPOTHB, CTapaJach noJjb-
30BaTbcA TNpHe3aoM 6pata, 4To6 c6aM3uTbeA ¢ HUM. OHa
nonpo6oBaJ/ia TOBOPHTb €My O YYBCTBaX, 0 cBoeil ckyke... Cep-
red AHApeeBHY IIYTHJ, CMesAJCH, HaKoHell CTPOro ckasada
cectpe, yTo6 OHa He aypauunacb. OHH paccrajHucb He Xo-
JIOAHO, He NPHHYXAEHHO, a KaK-To cTpaHHo... [lpacKoBhf
AHapeeBHa B3a0XHyna cBo6oaHee ¢ oTbe3aoM 6parua, HO
rOpbKO AyMaJna, Kak HM MOTJ0 Obl GbiTb XOPOLIO BMECTE H...
nouemy xe OGblJIO AYPHO?..

[loToM, uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MecCfilleB, KOraa y MOJ0AO#
H XOpOLIeHbKOH 3aTBOPHHUBL NPOMEJabKHYJla MeuTa nepBof
JMIO6BH — YTO-TO AaJeKoe, CMYTHOe, ueMy OblJIO He CYXAEHO
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HH OOBSICHHTbCSl, HH OCYULeCTBHTbCH, KOTJAa Ha Ayule y Hee
CTas0 H 6GONbHO H BeCesO H 3aXOTEJNOCh MOJEIHTbCA C KeM-
HHGYab 3THM cuacTbeM # ropem, [1packosbss AHapeeBHa MpH-
HAJMachb AyMaTb O GpaTe C HEXKHOCTbIO H pacKasiHHeM... eH
KasaJjocb, 6yaTo OH Obl1 106D, N1aCKOB, BHHMATeNEH... OH TakK
yMen!.. OHa pelwlHaachb M Hamucasa €My [HCbMO, IOJIHOE
CaMblX MHJbIX, TPOTaTeJbHbIX W HAWBHBIX TMOJYNPH3IHAHHH,
CaMblX TFODbKHX, MOTOMY YTO MOKOPHbIX, XaJjob Ha CKYKYy H
MYCTOTY XH3HH, HA CKYKY H NPO3Yy XHTbA-ObiTbA, HA HeQOCTa-
TOK ApyxObl H ofuiectBa... ITO MHCbMO ObLIO OTNpPaBJIEHO
MOTHXOHLKY, O4HH 6or 3Haer ¢ KakuM ctpaxom. [Js oTsera
[TpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa gaBasa 6paTy aapec »KeHbl KOHTOP-
UIMKa, CTapyxH, Kotopas ee Jw0b6H/aa, eJHHCTBEHHOH MOCTO-
pOHHeH, Kotopasi Oblia 6JIM3Ka K HEH.

[IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa xJaja OTBeTa H JA0XKJAaJacb €ro
CKopee, HeXead aymaJa. PonHTtenu noJydHan MHCbMO OT
CepeHbKH. YBeJOMHB O CBOHX yClexax H nepefas OTLY MoO-
KJOHbI COBEpPLIEHHO HE 3HABLIMX €r0 HauaJbHHKOB, a MaTepH
MOKJOHBl HauaJ/bHHU, He NMOJ03PeBABLINX ee CyLlecTBOBaHHA,
ONHCaB BbICOKHM CJOroM mnorpef6eHHe KaKoro-to BaXHOro
auua, Cepreit AHapeeBHY H3BHHSAJCSH, YTO AOJKEH OCTaBHTb
NPHATHYIO 6ecelly ¢ 6ecleHHBIMH BHHOBHHKaMH CBOEro GbiTHA
H.HCIIOJHHTb BecbMa ropecTHbi AJsS HEro J0Jr — OTBE€YaTb
cecTpe Ha ee MHCbMO, KOTOpPOEe €ro yAHBHJIO... '

Kak nopasnsu 31 cTpoku IlpackoBblo AHapeesHy, KOTO-
po¥ MPHKa3bIBAJIOCH BCErda UHTATb BCAYX nHcbMa CepkeHb-
ku! KakoBo Obli0 eit npouecTb AJHHHEHLIee, 4epCTBOE, 3J0€
HacTaBJ/eHHe, MOJHOe HAaCMeELUeK, XKeJUH, XKeJaHHs NOYUHTb
H Bbickasatbes!.. E#t HUuero e docraaocs 3a 3Ty OTKPHITYIO
TalHy, He AOCTA/NOCh MOTOMY, UTO TaHHbl €€ M OHA cama He
CUHTaJHCb OOJIbLIOH BAXKHOCTbIO; HO B €€ XHTbe-OblTbe YXHT-
pPHJIHCb PHGABHTD €llle CTECHEHHS, C HEH CTaJIH elle CTPOXe...
[TpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa, KOHEUHO, He yMeJa pa3o6paTth CBOEro
YyBCTBAa, HO OHa pas3obpaJia, YTO Yy Hee Aylla He JexaJa
K 6patuy.

Tak Hauyajgochb HX 3HAKOMCTBO;, noaxe, Koraa Cepred
AHapeeBHu npuexas B AepPeBHIO NocJje CMepTH oTua, OH 3a-
CTaJ CTapiulyio CecTpy elle He YycTapeBulyio, KOHEYHO, HO
THXYI0, MOJIYAJIUBYIO, TAK 4YTO He b3 OblJO HH OTrafaTth, HH
MOHATb, YTO OHA AyMaJja HJAH uyBcTBOBasa. Becb aom Moa-
4yaJ — He OT OAHOH rOpecTH O CMepPTH raBbl A0OMa, HO NIOTOMY,
YyTo MoJuYaHHe Oblo B npuBbluke. Bropas cectpa, Bepa,
CeMHaalLaTHAETHAA AeBYylLlKa, HekpacHBas H OoJie3HeHHas,
6bl1a Tak po6Ka, 4TO KpacHesa M cMyulafjacbh OT BCSKOro
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cJ10Ba; TpeTbs, KaTs, NATHIETHAS AeBOYKA, COBEPLUEHHO
He3HakoMas 6paTy, BOCMNHTHIBANacb B CTPOrOCTH H MOBHHO-
BEHHH H HaXOLHJ/a 3alULHTYy M JACKH TOJbKO Y OLHOH cTaplueH
cecTpbl cBoed. M3 uyscte [lpackoBbH AHApeeBHbl MOXHO
6blJ10 MOAMETHTb TOJNbKO O4HO: OHA 10 6e3ymusi obuna KaTtiwo.
MeHnbwias cectpa roaunach 6ol eil B godepu; Ilpackosbs
AHapeeBHa coOelHHHJA B CBOEM MOYTH MATEPHHCKOM 4YyB-
CTBE BCE COXKaJleHHe O CBOEM TSHXKeJO NepeXHTOM LeTCTBe H
LapOM MPOXKHTOH MOJIOLOCTH, BCE TOPE O XOJIOAHOH MyCTOTE
Hacrosiulero. OHa HeMHOromy Morsa yuuTb Katio v He Tpe6o-
Basa, yTo6 OHa yuHJacb: eH 6blJIO XKaJjb 3aCTaB/ATb pebeH-
Ka TPYAHTbCH; OHA AyMaJa TOJbKO O TOM, uT06 3TOT pebeHoK
6bl1 Becen, 6bli cYaCTIHB KaK-HHOYAb, ueM-HHOYAb; OHA Ha-
psxana ero, Kak MOrya... IOTOMY YTO y ABaAUATHNATH/ETHeH
J€BYLWKH He OblJ10 HHUero B PAacnopsiXXeHHH, H OHa, 6biBano,
J0J>KHa BbipaboTbiBaTh, 4T06 HapsixKaTb CBOIO Kykay. Ceprei
AHapeeBHu 3aMeTH/ €M, YTO 3TO CYMaclUECTBHe...

— Tak u 6biTb,— OTBeyaJa xaaaHOKpoBHO [lpackoBbs
AHapeeBHa.

— IIns yero ke oHa nNpHydyaeTcs K POCKOLIH, K KOTOPO#H
He MPHYYEHbl ee cecTpbi? — BO3pa3ua 6par.

Pasrosop 6bin npu matepu. Cepreit AnapeeBuu BooGule
J100HA  1eaTh CBOH 3aMeYaHHA T[J1acHo; OH Obll YBEDEH
B HEMOrpeliHMOCTH CBOHX MHEHHH H MOTOMY He HaxoiHu.a
HY>XHbIM CKPbIBATb HX.

— Pockouwb — noayuepctsiHoe naatbe? — CNPOCHAA
[TpackoBbsi AHlpeeBHa NO-NpexXHEMY XJaLHOKPOBHO.

Cepreit AHapeeBHY OpPEBOCXOAHO OGBACHH, YTO OT MeJo-
yell 10 60ablIHX MOCAEACTBHH — OAMH LWIAT, YTO XEHIUHHb
BOoOO1lEe HAaCTOHYMBBI, MYCThl H HeAaNbHOBHAHb. OH rOBOpHA
KpacHopeuHBo. HeTpyaHo 6bi10 cienaTh BoeyaT/eHHe Ha XKeH-
LLHH, HHKOT1a He CAblIXaBLIHX TAKHX MJHHHBIX peuyeii; OH Bbl-
pa)kancsi Tak CTpPOro, pe3ko M C TakKHM CO3HaHHEM CBOEro
npeBOCX0OACTBA, CBOEro MPEKPACHOro BOCMHTAHHA H HHYTOX-
HOCTH CAYWATEJbHHLU, YTO CAYLIATeNbHHLbI, BOJEO HJIH He-
BOJIEIO, NOJIXKHbBl 6bl1H 6/1aroroBeTb Npea HHM.

Martb BHaena B HeM uyno... ¥ martepeit 6biBaloT 3a6.1yX-
npenun. [lpeamer 3abnykaeHHi BcaeacTBHe GecrnpecTaHHOro
BOCXBaJleHHA B [eTCTBe, BCJEACTBHe J10OBH, BbiKa3aHHOH
CJHLIKOM SIBHO, ¢ 6ecuiepeMOHHbIM NpeanoYTeHHeM Nnpea Apy-
THMH 1€TbMH, KaXXeTC HeMPHCTYNHO BEJIHKHM, BCE3HAIOLLIHM,
BCeOGbEMJIOLLLMM, KOT1a BbIpacTaeT nocrapiue H ymeeT B3fATb
nojoByee B PyKH Tex, KTo o6oxana ero 6ezycaoBHo. Cyab6a
nocsaJga 3To BbiroaHoe nonoxendHe Cepreio AHapeeBnuy Uup-
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KHHY... Cep>XeHbKa Ghlsl KpacaBel, YMHHUA, NOCJYLIEH, OCTPO-
yMeH H npouee. CepxeHbKa OblJl MPHJEXEH, YBaXKaJ POIH-
Tejed H npouee. CepKeHbKa He 1AAHJA TPYIOB CBOHUX AJf
C1yxObl OTEYecTBY, AOCTHI B IOHbIX JeTax NOYeTHbIX YHHOB,
6bl1 6snaropasyMeH He no Jetam, 3al60TJHB O MaTepH, a yx
YMEH-TO Kak, ymeH-To!..

U, paspaborbiBas 3ty Temy, Jlio6osb CepreeBHa cosjnaga
cebe npona u3 cBoero CepxeHbkH. OHa cayiwiaga, Koraa
OH TOBOpH., O6YKB4/JbHO 3aMupasi, NMOTOMY UTO JIOBHJA He
TOJILKO CJI0BA €ro, HO H BCAKHHA 3BYK ¢JOBa, XOTs Obl OH I0-
BOpUJ nowaocTH. OHa U3 ce6s BbIXOAHAA, KOTda APYTHE eMy
NPOTHBOPEUHJH, [JaXKe eCcJH C HHM COrJallaJjgHcb; ed Kasa-
JIOCb, YUTO 3TOTO MaJo, el BooO6pa)Kanoch, UTO He Tak coraa-
watotcs. Ecan oH xkenan uero-HH6yab — XOTA Gbl 3TO KeJa-
HHe Obl10 CTaKaH BO/bl, KOTOPOI'O OH [0Jr0 JOXH/1a.Cs,—
MaTb BOJHOBaJacb, Kak 6YATO BeCb MHp BOCCTaJ H MellaeT
Cepxxenbke. OHa HHKOraa He 6biBaja KpPOTKAa, HO 3a CbiHA
cTaHoBHJach yxkacHa! OHa nmokjaoHsaaach cama H tpeboBaJa
AJI Hero BceoOlLero MOKJOHEHHS...

3ameyatenbHo, uto Cepreii AHapeeBHY MNpHHHMA. Bce
3T0 6YATO AOJMXKHOE, ¢ 60JbLIHM AOCTOHHCTBOM H OUCHb XJal-
HOKpOBHO. Ecili MaTb, roBopsi 0 3anyTaHHbIX Jesax No Wme-
HHIO, BOCK/HLAJA:

— Ax, CepxenbKa, Ha Tebs onHa Hagexna'

OH oTBeuaJs ¢ YyBEPCHHOCTbIO:

— Jla, KOHeyHo, Bbl HH O ueM MOHATHS He HMeeTe.

H s10 BhlcAyuiHBajgoch, Kak GYATO TaK H CJe10BaJo.
Ecian maTb XagaoBasach Ha He3fpopoBbe, Cepreil AHapeeBHu
06bACHAN €H, 4TO OHa ob6besach H ¢ HEOOBIKHOBEHHOW TOY-
HOCTbHIO NMPHMOMHHAJ BCe, YUTO OHa eja ABa-TPH AHA Hasal;
[0Ka3aTeJbcTBa ObIIH HEONPOBEPXKHMbl, CMOPHTb 6bi10 He-
4yero — 0CTaBaJsiothb TOJbKO Cllle BbICAYLWATb HECKOJbKO MO-
paaH 0 HeBo3aepxaHHH. Ecan Jlio60oBb CepreeBHa, aymas
«3aHATb» CBOEro HA0/a, NMPHHUMAJacb pacckasbiBaTb eMy
4YTO-HHOYAb, OHA MOrJa SICHO BHAETb NO €ro (H3HOHOMHH,
4YTO OH YCTaJd A4aBHO H CJYylUaeT eAHHCTBEHHO W3 YUTHBOrO
CHHCXOXAEHHS, YTOO OCTaBHTb €H YAOBOJIbCTBHE TOBOPHTD.
Yalue BCero OH yXOAHJ, HE CKa3aB HH CJIOBA, NIPOCTO BCTaBaJl
H YXO/[HJ, eliBa OHa KOHYHJA paccKa3; HJAH HHOraa BApYr
ryOOKOMbIC/AEHHO paccnpaltilBan NMoAPOGHOCTH, 3aCTaBJA
NOBTOPATb, AeJaj 3aMeyaHus H 3aK/JIOUeHHR, H — uyyno! —
JMOAH, KoTopbix Jllo6oBb CepreeBHa cuuTana H XoTesa Bbl-
Ka3aTb YMHbIMH, OKa3blBaJHCb AypaKaMH, H HA000pOT...

OH He WYTHA MOUTH HHKOTAA, TONbKO H3peaKa, TOHKO



H He COBCEeM MOHSTHO MOALIYyUYHBaJ Haa cecTpod Bepo#t. On
NpoaoJKaJ CUHTaThb ee peGEeHKOM, YUu1 ee BXOAHTb B FOCTH-
HY!0, KJ1aHSITbCsl, 3A0pPOBaTbCAA, HAXOAS, YTO OHA He yMeeT
HHYEro 3TOro JesaTb; 3acTaB/s/ ee FOBODHTb IpoMue HJH
THLIe, KaK CJyyaljochb HJH Kak eMy B3lyMaeTcsl; 3acTaBJjifi]
MOBTOPSTb CJOBAa PYCCKHe, HAaXOAsl, YTO OHA He TaK HX Npo-
H3HOCHT, 4TO OHa TOBOPHT He MO-PYCCKH, HCNPABHJbHO; 3a-
CTaBJAN OOBLACHATbL TO, YTO OHA caMa roBOpHJa, yBepsas ee,
4TO OH4 caMa He NOHUMaeT TOro, UTO roBopHT... Bepa urpasa
Ha opTenyaHo: ee BblydH/a cTapwas cecTpa, COBCEM ocTa-
BHBWAsA MY3blKy; HO Bepa siobuia My3blKy H 3aHHMaJach
€10 OXOTHO; y Hee OblJ0 CTapeHbKoe (POPTENHAaHO H CTapeHb-
KHe HOTbI; UTO-HHOY1b HOBOE 10CTABAJOCH ¢ 6OAbLIHM TPYLOM.
My3blKa caenasach HOBbIM HCTOUHHKOM MY4eHHH aas Gen-
HOM 1eBYWKH: Oparew Obl1 3HATOK H JIOOHTeIb; OH ObiBaa
BO BCeX KOHLUEPTax H MOCTOAHHO [ocellas onepy; K cY4acTbio
Bepubi, Toraa eue B [letep6ypre He 6bl10 HTAJNbAHCKOR ONepHI.
Cepreit AHapeeBHu HalleJ, 4TO A0JKEH AaTb CCCTPE HECKOJb-
KO COBETOB; KdK MeJloOMaH, oH 6blil OYeHb HENOBOJIeH, HO KaK
yej0BeK MOPAAOUHbIH, yMesa Bblpa)kadTbCA He WIYMS.

— Tbl noOHHMaeLb,— THXO H MATKO FOBODHJ OH HCNYran-
HOH caMoyuKe, KOTOpas, He CMesl 3aMJaKaTb, yXKe He pa3JH-
4ya.’1d OTYMAHCHHbIMH TJla3aMH MOXKeJaTebiX KJaaBHIUEH CBO-
ero ¢oprenHaHo,— Tbl NOHHMaelb, i He X0uy, 4yTo6 BCAKHH
HMeJa 11paBO CKa3aTb, YTO Tbl KOJOTHWb, Kak 0apabaHLUHK;
eCJH Tbl He MOXellb MepeMeHHTb CBOK MeTOAY, Tak Heuero
H HTpaThb...

— B camom nene, ansa CepKeHbKH 3TO THXEA0, YTO OHA
TaK HrpaeT,— ropopHJa Mexay Tem lwenotoM matb [lpa-
CKOBbe AHapeeBHe,— Tbl 6bl TOXC MOroBOpHJaa ei, 4Tob oHa
nepeMeHHsa MeTOAY.

— He noHumalo, Kakoe emy aeno? — BO3PA3HJ/A XOJOAHO
[IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa,— OHA HIpaeT Kak yMecT.

— Y7o ewe Takoe?

— Omna Hrpaer ans c¢BOero YNOBOJIbCTBHA; OHa He
YyUYHJIACh.

— Kak 370 «He yuHjacbh»?

— Yuutenei He 6bli0.

— Y KOro xe OHH OblJH?

— Y 6parua 6blan,— oTrBedana [lpackoBbf AHApeeBHa,
NMOKPACHEB, HO THXO.

M nocae storo, uto 6bl HH TrOBOPHAOCH, OHA He BO3pa-
xKaJja 6osee HH cJa0Ba.

TonbKo, 3ameyasi ee NpUCTaJNbHbIH, HHUETO He BbIpar<aB-
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IUHH B3rJAAL H HanpacHO MONpo6OBaB TaKHM e MPHCTaJb-
HbIM B3IVISIIOM 3aCTaBHTb €€ MOTYNHUTb raa3a, Cepreit Auape-
€BHY HauyHHaJ TOBOPHTb MaTepH, uto KaTio Hapo oTaatb
B HHCTHTYT, HJH 3ameyan Bepe 3a o6egoM, yTo OHa He Tak
LNepXHT BHJKY, He TaK 6epeT KyllaHbe...

Moxer 6biTb, B MHpe He 6bin0 cyllecTBa gobpee H Tep-
nesnusee Bepbi. OHa HH OT Yero He NPUXOAHJIA B HETOAOBAHHeE,
HHYeM He OocKopOJasisach; OHa MOrJa TOJIbKO MJakaTb, pol-
TaTb Ha cyAbOy, HO HHKOraa Ha JwoaeH. Y 3ToH rpycTHo#
NOKOPHOCTH 6bli1a NpHuHHa ellle 6onee rpycTHasa: Bepa ¢ aer-
CTBa CJbillaJja, 4To OHa AypHa H I1yna, H HaKoHel noBepHJa,
4TO 3TO CNpPaBEMJIHBO H 4TO BCe MpaBbl, He [AOMyckas ee
HMEeTb CBOEr0 MHEHHf JaXe O CaMblX OObIKHOBEHHbIX BElLaX.
[Tocne Takoro y6exxneHHsi OHa COBCeM MepecTaja AYMarb,
paccyuThiBasi, uto A4Sl Hee, cNabOyMHOH, 3TO COBepLIEHHO
anwHHi Tpya. OHa B caMoMm nede otynesna. B metctse Hrphl,
LaJO0CTH MOTJIH Obl Pa3BHTb B Hell MOHATAHBOCTb; HO, 60/ bHOE
JHTH, OHA He MOrJa pasBHTbCA, KaK ApYyrHe JeTH; OHA ueJble
IHH cHleJa He C KYKJIOH, a ¢ UyJIKOM B pyKax, BCe y OAHOro
H TOTO XK€ OKHa, B KOTOpOe NoCMaTpHBaaa B TYNOM, paccesit-
HOM pa3sayMbe... M Tak npolunu uesble roabl; 4yaok 6bla 3ame-
HeH naabuamu. Bepa 3anoMHuna Bce 6peBHA H BCe 1UEJH
3abopa, KOTOpbIH BO3BbllIaJcA Nepel okHoM... EiA 6Gecrnpe-
CTaHHO FOBOPHJIH, 4TO C 60JbHBIMH TOCKA, H OHA BOOGpa3HJa,
6yATO OHA B TATOCTb LEJOMY CBETY H UTO 3TO YyXe BeJHKas
MHJOCTb, €CJH He TOJbKO Kak-HHOyab 3360TATCHA O HeH, HO
TOJbKO TepnAT ee... [locae 3Toro Bce Kasanuch e cnpasen-
JINBbI, BCE MHJIOCTHBBI, @ YMHb! OblJIM BCe TAK B ee raasax, uto
OHa Bcex 6osinach.

OHa 6biia ye B TaKkoM Bo3pacTe, 4TO Mor/a 6 6biTb Mo-
ApYyrow crapiueit cecTpe, HO HX Xapakrepbl OblIH TaK Herno-
x0xH H [IpackoBbs AHapeeBHa Tak AAaBHO MPHBbLIKJA K CBO-
eMy OJHHOYecTBY, UTO He Morsa c6iH3HTbcs ¢ Bepoil. Bepa
JOCTaB/aAAA el CJAHLIKOM MHOro 3a60T, CAHIIKOM 4acTo MpH-
XOJHJOCb BCTYNATbCA 3a Hee, XJONOTaTh O PasHbIX Mesouax,
HayqaTb ee, Kak BeCTH ce0s, 4T00 MHTb €CJH He CUACTJIHBO,
TO XOTSl NOKOHHO. B yemM Morsa GbiTb BHHOBAaTa 6e30TBeTHas
JeBYIIKAa — HEH3BECTHO; HO el yacTo CaAyyajochb ObiTb BHHO-
BATOM H NPHXOAHJNOCH Obl O4EHb THAXKeNO0, ecH 6 He BbipyuaJa
[IpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa... 3a6ota yTomaseT. MaTb Moxer He
TATOTHTbCSA 3a60TOH O cBoeM pebeHKe, MOTOMY YTO HMeeT
BJIaCTb HAaJ HHM, MOTOMY 4TO CBO6OAHA H He MNOCTaBjeHa B
HEOO6XOJHMOCTb CcaMa 6eCcrnpecTaHHO H3BepTbiBATbCHA, OTCTA-
HBAaTb MeJIOYH, BHINpPAIUHBATb MeJOYH, [IOABEpPrasfchb BbIrO-
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BOpaM, ynpekaM, HempHATHOCTAM. Ecau M 6bIBAlOT MaTepH,
KOTOpble TepHAT 3TO, TO UM MPHAAeT CHJbI HX MaTepHHCKOe
YyBCTBO; HO 3a60oTa O paBHOH, 3abora, cTOALLAA AOCAlH,
OropueHHiH, yTOMJSieT, HABOAHT Ha 3JYI0 MbIC]b, UTO caaboe
CYLLECTBO, KOTOPOMY TaK MOKOHHO NOA HatueH 3aLHTOH, MOTJIO
6bl camo 3a ce6da xJonotaTb; 31a 3aboTa HacKyuaeT 40 TOro,
YTO MpelMeT ee CTAHOBHTCA He MHJ... Bo Bcex ecTb noas 3ro-
H3Ma,— B MOJOJbIX AeBYyLIKax 6oJsee, HeXeJqH B KOM APYroM,
a [IpackoBbsl AHIpeeBHA MpOXKHBAJa camble JYYlIHE TOAbI
MOJIOJOCTH B TO BpeMsl, KOrjia el NpHXOAHJIOCbL TepneTb 3a
cectpy. Ee yTomseHHe M 3roH3M BbIpa3HJHCb TOJbKO TeM,
YTO OHa He MorJja caenaTb H3 CBOeH cecTpbl cebe nmoapyry,
noBepeHHYI0; cecTpa He 6blia eil Heob6xonnma. Ho Bepa 6uina
cyuiecTBo Takoe caaboe, KaJgkoe, BAJO€, UTO He MorJja 6biTb
Heo6X01HMa KOMY-HHOYIb, TeM MeHee [IpackoBbe AHapeesHe,
HelOBOJIbHOH, CKyualouwed, pasipa)KeHHOH H TPHRYXIEeH-
HOH MoJ4aTb H Moaua 6opoTbcsi. OHH cOWJHCL Obl, MOXeT
6bITb, ecaH 6 UM 6bl10 1aHO HacTosillee o6pa3oBaHHe, €CJH
6 KTO-HHOGYIb C AETCTBA MPHHAJA B HHX YUacTHe H HACTABHJ
HX; 3TOro He cayuugocb. OHH J1O6HAW APYr Apyra ropsiuo, HO
B TO )€ BpeMfl KaK-TO CTpaHHO: J11060Bb ONHOW CMellHBa-
Jach C KaKHM-TO MeJKHM mnoaobocTpacTHeMm, J1060Bb ApY-
rol — ¢ KaKHM-TO YHHXX@IOUWHM COCTDAJaHHEeM...

Bpar nouuman Bce 310 no-ceoemy. MHorna B mnocaeobe-
JleHHOe BpeMs, Jiexka Ha AHBaHe, Ha KOTOPbiH €MY NPHHOCHJH
HEeCKOJIbKO MojylieK (OH He BBIHOCHJ XKecTKOH MebenH, MpH-
BbIKHYB K KOM(OpTY cBOeH CTONHUHOH KBADTHPHI), OH A0CTAB-
AAa cefe HacsaaxKJleHHe MoJauya HabaoaaTbhb 3a CeCTPaMH,
KOTOpble BBILUIHBAJH, Kax/las y CBOHX NsJelw H Yy CBOEro
OKHa.

— Tbl He 60HuIbcA, UTO Yy Te6A CKPHBHTCA CMHHA? —
BAPYr cnpaiuuBas oH Bepy.

— Ortyero? — cnpaiyBaia oHa.

— Oryero? — oT nsajeu, KoHeyHo. ITo GyleT NPHATHOE
npu6aBieHHe K NPOYHM TBOHM NPHATHOCTAM.

Boasopsisnoch onsitb Mosnuanue. Cepred AHapeeBHu mpe-
pbiBaJs ero CHOBa, Ha 3TOT pa3 He o6pallascb HH K OJHOH H3
cecTep, Tak 4TO MOIJH OTBeyaThb obe.

— CKO/MbKO elle MaHHlLIeK HeoO6XOLHMO BbILIHTL?

OH noaHHMan roJoBYy H KAaJ OTBeTa.

— Kak «Heo6xoxumMo»? — cnpaiwnsana [IpackoBbs Ana-
peeBHa.

— Yro 310, NOAPAAL KaKOH-HHEYIb?

— Her, He noapsn, aan cebs.

’
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— A! Bbl 48 CBOEro YAOBOJbCTBHSL TPATHTE BpeMs.
C 6orom. Yrto x! Goablue BaM jJenaTtb Heyero, 3aHATbCHA
HeueM.

— UYem ke, 6paten?

— CKOTHbI# RBOp Yy Bac eCTb, KYXHS.

— He ueabiii e peHb GblThb TaM.

— CoBepllleHHO cnpaBelHBO!..— OTBeyasJ OH MOCMeH-
BasiChb.

Hoanaroe monuaue.

— UYro, Bbl HHOT 1@ FOBOPHTE MeXAY cO60I0? — BHE3AIHO
cnpawnBaer Cepreii AHApeeBHUY.

CecTpbl CTOJIBKO K€ YJHMBJEHBl, CKOJbKO CKOH®YXKeHb.

— Ilpaso! HUan npuusATO Y Bac, CUMTAETCHA MNPHJIHUHBIM
ue/bli QeHb CJOBA He BbIMOJIBHTb?

— O uyem xe HaMm roBopHTb? — Bo3paxana [IpackoBbs
AnppeeBHa.

— Tak-TakH pelHTeNbHO He O 4YeM?

— Jla uTO X, BCe yX H3BECTHO, MeperoBOPHJOCh.

— Hy n npekpacuo! [iBe neByluixkH, ABe cecTpbl, XHBYT
uesbli BeK BMecTe: BeJIHKa, CTaga0 GbiTb, Apyx6a MEXKAY HHMH,
KOrjia HM Heuyero ckasaTb Apyr Apyry! Beauko HX yMmcTBeH-
Hoe passuTHel.. Yausasiocb, npaso. He cabixan, He Toabko
He BHJAAJ s1 B >XM3Hb HHYero noaob6Horo!l..

Cepreit AuapeeBHu cTaHoBHaACA KpacHopeuuB. OH ymen
JMOBOAHTb pa3roBop Ao Toro, uyto [IpackoBbs AHApeeBHa Bbi-
roBapHBa/ja HeuTo [OXoXKee Ha XkaJjofy, uTo CecTpa H OHa
HHYEro He BHAENH H He 3HAIOT Ha cBeTe jaJjblue AKyjesa.
[Tocae 3Toro noyueHusiM ero He GblJO KOHLA...

Cepreii AHapeeBHY He Q0OrafblBaJCs, YTO €ro CecTpbl He
3HaJIH, YTO Takoe 06L1eCTBO, YAOBOJNbCTBHA, KHHTH, HApsAbl,
J106€3HOCTb MOJIOAbIX JIOReH, 3a60Thl 0 CBOeH KpacoTe, BOJ-
HeHHR, KOTOPbIMH XXHBYT XeHIWHHb. EMy B rososy He Bxo-
JIHJI0, YTO CeCTPbl »XHJH 3aTBOPHHLAMH, AHKApKaMH CO [HA
poxaenus. [oponx N 6bi1 oueHb Heaaneko; TaM XHBaJH
BeceJio, HO A5 aByX cectep N 6bla1 Bce paBHO uTO B AMepHKe.
OHH 6bIH TaM pasa JABa-TPH B JKH3HH, Ha GOroMoJibe,
B sIpMapKy, NOCMOTpPeJH Ha YJHUbl H Ha HAPOA, TOJNHBIIHH-
cf Ha Toproso# naowanH. Bepa 6osinach TeCHOTHI, XOTH, Ka-
XKercst, MOXHO OblJIO HA BCe CMOTPeTb CHOKOHHO C BePLIHHbI
TPSACKOH CTapOMOAHON KOJISICKH, B KOTOPOH momeuianoch Bce
ceMelcTBO, DTO ceMeHCTBO CMOTPEJIO AHKO H MONO03PHTENbHO,
C NMpe3peHHeM K FrOPOACKOH cyeTe H BMeCTe C camoyMalieHHeM
nepei ropoacKHM 6J1eCKOM; TOPOACKHE XHTENH OCMEHBAJIHCh,
rasas Ha Hero... TpyaHO onHcaTb BHeuyat/ieHHe, KOTOpoe
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BBIHOCH/IM [€BYLIKH H3 3TOro AHA, NPOBOAHMMOrO B LEPKBH,
rae N-ckoe o611ecTBO 6bl10 HEOGLIKHOBEHHO HAPAAHO; B N1aB-
Kax, rae Bce MNpoAaBajoch YXKacHO AOpPOro 4 rae Kynubl
CMOTpeJH KaK-TO CTPAHHO H HeNpHBETJIHBO; B HyMmepe aelue-
BOH TOCTHHHLbI, rge nocje of6elHH H MOKynok, noobeaas,
DOIHTENH JIOXKHJIKCh CNaTbh, a AOYEPH MEXIy TeM, He ABH-
rasicb, Uto6 He NMOTPEBOXKHTb HX CHA, H CTOPOXKA CBOH BEILH
B MOCTOSIHHOM CTpaxe H yBEPEeHHOCTH, UTO B rOpole HX He-
NpEMEHHO O6KpanyT, CHAENH Y OKOH, O6pallleHHbIX BO 1BOP.
JIeTHHH neHb wea Joaro — CBETJbIH, THXHH, Beceabldl; Ha
YyAHUAX CAbILIAJNCA CTYK 3KHNaXxKeH, roBop NpPOXOASILLHX, MY-
3blKa; Ha Kpbllue MnpbirajH BOpo6GbH; BO [BOpP€ TOCTHHHILbI
M3BO34YHKH NeJH TMECHH; COJIHLE CaJHJI0Ch, HACTaBaJ XoJo-
[OK; POAHTENH NPOCHINAJHCh H TOPOMHJH 3anpfArarth Jolia-
nei, Bo3Bpallarbcsi B AKyJeBo.

— JloBoabHO! Haryasjucb! — roBOpHJAH OHH C BHIOM
BeJHYAHIIEro YTOMJEHHS H HeroloBaHHA H TPHIOBapHBaJH
yacto, oco6eHHO BO BpeMs cueToB ¢ x03siHHOM: «YTO 3TO
3a ropoa! 3To He ropoi, 3T0 rpabHTebCTBOY.

Baesas B KoaACKy, NOA BOPOTAMH 10Ma, YBHASI Me€pLaHHe
H OTFHH Ha MPOTHBOMOJOXKHOM TpPOTyape, OHH CIpAalIHBAJIH:

— Yro 310?

— HinoMuHauua,— orBeyand HM.

M tak kak rocTuHHua 6bl1a Ha Bble3ge M3 ropoaa, To
[ABe-TPH MJIOLIKH OKOJO 3acTaBbl — 6bl1a BCA HJJIOMHHALHA,
KaKylo Koraa-Hu6yab BHAEJNH MOJOAble NeBYLIKH.

Onu Morau 6bl paccka3sartb 310 Gpartuy, Tpe6oBaBlieMy
OT HHX Pa3roBOpPOB H JIO6E3HOCTH, HO MOXHO MOPYUYHTbHCH,
YTO 3TH pacckKasbl ero He 3aiMyT. XOTSl OH MHOTO FOBOPHJ O
HEO6XOANMOCTH NOBEPEHHOCTH, HO OYE€Hb CTPOrO CYIHJ XKeH-
CKYyl0 lloBepeHHOCTb... Bnpouewm, [TpackoBbsa AHapeeBHa yxe
HCNbITAJd, KAKOBO yuacTHe 6partua, H, MOMHSA €ro OueHb Xo-
pollo, He KcKaJa ero 6oablue. Bpateu ckasaa oaHaxabl nocae
HeyJauHbIX NMONbITOK 3aBA3aTb pa3roBop:

— Ecan Bbl He roBopHTe MHe, UTO y Bac Ha Aylue, CTaJjo0
6bITb, He XOTHTe; HY f H He Ha6UBAalOCb, Kak 3Haete!

Bepa ucnyranacb; IMpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa ckasagna ef,
yabl6asach AOBOJbHO CTPAHHO:

— A Tbl ayMaeuib, eMy B caMOM [eJie eCTb 0XOTa O Hac
3a60THTbCA?

Cepreit AHpeeBHY MPOXKHJ A1BA OCEHHHE Mecslla B CBOEM
ceMe#cTBe, yrelwass MaTb H MOAKpenass Booblie cOBETaMH
H HACTABJEHHAMH BCeX, AaXe H NOCTOPOHHHX, laXxe coce/leH,
HaBewasunx Jlio6oBb CepreeBHy nocse ee yrpartbl. Ceprefi
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AHlpeeBHY OTAal BH3HTH BeCbMa HEMHOrHM, BecbMa pas-
60puHBO H OcTOpPOXKHO. OH H AeprKan ce6A CO BCEMH Kak-ToO
HacTOpOXe, MATKO, YKJIOHYHBO, Xon04HO. C TeMH, KOMY oTaal
BH3HT, OH TOBOPHJ YyMEPEHHO — €CJIH He COBCeM CBbICOKaA,
TO ¢ GO/bIUHM AOCTOHHCTBOM — O NpeaMeTax oblie3aHHMa-
TeJNbHBIX: O cayx6e, 06 aaMHHHCTPATHBHbLIX MEpeMEHax...
B nposHHUMH, ocofeHHO JeT ABaAUaTb Ha3ajl, CNOKOHHas
YBEPEHHOCTb H CJerka TAaHHCTBEHHbiH TOH B pasrosope o
f0406HbIX BeLLaxsPOH3BOAHJIH CHJAbHBIH 3QOEKT.

— [Menosas rosnosa! naneko noiaer! — roBopHJH Bcaed
Ceprelo AngpeeBuHyy nocJjie ero BH3HTOB.
— YMHeHwH#H, yueHblH uyesoBek, AMMAOMAT! — LuenTaJjH

6eaHble coceu, 10 6aaroroBeHus 3anyraHnboie Cepreem AHa-
peeBHYeM, KOTOpPOro yaaBajocb MM BHAeTb BO BCEM €ro
BeJIHYHH — [10Ma.

— Bce 3HaeT, Bo Bce BHHK, BCe BOT TAdK KPYrom na.bla
NOBEPHET — JIOBKMH  uejoBeK! — BOCKJAHLAJIH TyGepHCKHe
Aenblbl, 3HaTOKH fena, BocxHiwaslinecss CepreeM AHipeeBH-
yeM H3 JIOGBH K HCKYycCTBY.— JTOT He aacT ce6e Ha wLieio
cecTb, HeT! Hy H CBOEro He MPOTASIAHT, UTO CJelyeT — He
fIPOMYCTHT...

[TocnenHee roBopHaOCH BCJA€ACTBHE pa3HbiX CHEJOK,
aKTOB U TOMY mogo6Horo, uto coBeplunn Cepreit AHapeesuuy,
KOTODbIH [0XAaJcsl B TeyeHHe 3THX [IBYX MecCsileB CPOKa,
koraa Bepa, Bbixoas u3 onekd, mor.aa Bbi6paTb cama ceGe
noneuuTens, y6enua (Bnpouem, koro? HH Bepy, Hu marb
y6ex aath GblJo Heyero) ciesarb Tak, 4to Bepa Buibpana ero
CBOMM MNoneyHTeJeM, H, PACMOPAAHBLIKCD, yexad.

[lepen otbe3nom oH ciaenan elle OLHO pacnopsKeHHe: He
y6exnaan [lpackoBbH AHapeeBHbl, HO MOKa3ajl €H UYbH-TO
BEKCeJIfl, UbH-TO MpeTeH3HH H TOMY Noao6HOe, Hanyrasa ee
Pa3HbBIMH loaTaMH H 065i3aTebCTBAMH, HATOJAKOBAJ, UTO AJA
o6uiero ceMeHHOro CrnaceHHs HYXXHbl [€HbIH, H YCTPOHJ
TaK, YTO OHA 1a/ja eMy JOBePeHHOCTb 3aJI0XKHTb B COBET ee
yacTb HMeHus. Cepreit AHApeeBHY MOJNOXHA 3Ty AOBEPEH-
HOCTb M BCe, KakHe c/lefoBaJio, 6yMaru B CBOH OYMajKHHK H
yexas COBeplUeHHO YCMOKOEeHHbIH.

O cectpe Kare OH HHKaK He pacrnopsiiMJcCs; OH Aaxe
KaK-To 3a6bla nollesioBaTh ee, npouiasacb. MaTb 310 3ameTH.1a
H 10JTr0 MOTOM MOBTOPsJaA B Cle3ax:

— Tak 6bi1 noTepsiH, Tak oropyeH, Moii rony6uuk! [lo-
BHC Ha pyKe, He Mor oTopBaTbcA... JleBUOHKa 3Ta Kyaa-To
OTBEPHYJaCh.

JKu3Hb B AkyseBe nowna csouM yepegoM. Cepreit Anape-
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€BHY BO3BpAallaJCcH TyAa elle pa3a ABa HJH TPH B NATHAA-
LaTb JeT, Ha camoe KOpoTKoe Bpems. Bcsakuit pa3 on 6onee
H 60Jlee COBEpLIEHCTBOBAJCH B BEJHUYHH — H HEMYIPEHO: OH
ObICTPLIMH WAraMH BOCXOAHJ HA JIECTHHLY MoyecTell H YHHOB.
Ero tpeneraau He toabko B AkyJaeBe, Ho H B N. Tam noso-
XHTeJbHO YyBepsiau, uto Cepreii AHIpeeBHU CHJbHee MHO-
THX MHHHCTPOSB...

JTuUM BpeMeHeM HMeHbe [IpackoBbH AHOpeeBHB, KOTOPOTO
10X04bl, MPH OTYeTax OypMHcTpa, nocrabaeHHoro Cepreem
AHapeeBHueM, aKKypaTHO Bbichlnaanch B [lerep6ypr, 6yato
6bl 1151 ynaaTthl B COBET, 3TO HMeHbe NMPOAAJIOCh C ayKLHOHA,
H [1packoBbsi AHapeeBHa y3Haaa 06 3TOM... OT 3HAKOMBIX, KO-
TOpbi€, KOHEYHO, He BOOOPa»KaJjH, 4TO COOOLAIOT €H HOBOCTb.
JTo 6bl1a HOBOCTb H [IJS MaTepH; HO MaTb Bcerga Gblsia
yBepeHa, uto Cep)KeHbKa YCTPOHBAeT BCe K JydlUeMy.

Bparew u3panu nekcs o 6aarococtosiHid Bepbl H ee no-
mecTb. OH 6bl1 cHayasa noneyuresem, NOTOM YNpaBasa
no poBepeHHocTH. HenocTHXXHMO: TaM npoaaBaJjHch TO Jyro-
Bble YYacTKH, TO XJe6 Ha KOpHIO, TO 3anoBeAHble POLLH,
TO MeJbHHLUbI, TO LEeJble ABOPbi... 3TO O6blJ0 KaK-TO HeoOl-
XOQHMO /ISl «OKPYTJIEHHSI» HMEHbHLA, H OHO TaK NPEBOCXOJHO
OKPYIJSAJ0Ch», UTO CTaJO 3aKJ4aTbCA BCe B OAHOM (hJIH-
resbke ¢ ycaae6HOH 3eMJel, KOTOPYIO cO BceM, C ¢JHreb-
koM, Cepreii AHApeeBHY H34aJH, Yepe3 HALEXKHOroO uesoBe-
Ka, cyes BbirOfHee NPOAATb MOJOAOMY CBSILLEHHHKY, TOJBKO
YTO MPHEXaBlIEeMY H He ycleBLUeMY pacCMOTpeTb, YTO JIH-
reJlek rogHTCs TONbKO Ha apoBa. [Iponath ero 6bi1a, KOHEUHO,
mepa aenbHasi H 6sjaropasyMmHas...

— Bepa, Beab y Hac ¢ TO60# HeT HHuero! — ckasaJga
[MpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa BeyepoM TOI0 AHS, KaK «HaleXHbIMA
yel0BeK» H3BeCTHA 060 BceM 3Tom Jlwo60Bb CepreeBHy.

CecTpbl 6blJIH OLHH B CBOEH KOMHarTe.

— T[lon crapocts Mbl 6e3 kKycka xse6a,— NpoL0/AKaAaA
[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa.

Bepa nnakana.

— bor npan, 6or u B34a, cecTpHua! -— oTBeyasna OHa.

14

OceHunit Beuep, TeMHoTa H R0XAb. oM B AkyJjeBe He-
YIOTHbIH, HEKPAaCHBbIH, XOJOAHbBIH, CMOTPHT ewe MpauyHee H
HEMPHBET/IHBEE, HEXXeJNH Koraa-HuOyab; OH o6BeTwIaN H NO-
cTapes NATHAALATbIO TFOAAaMH MOCJe CMEePTH CTaporo BJa-
Jeablia, a Te, KTO XKHJ B HEM 3TH NMATHAaALATb JeT, He AeJaJH
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HHKaKHX MONpaBOK, He TOJIbKO yKpaleHHHA. K 3Tomy aomy
NPHMEHAJIOCh HeUTO BpO/le JIeYeHHS 1OMAalIHHMH CPEeNCTBAMM.
TecoBbie CTEHbl CEHEH H CTEHbl XOJOAHOH JIECTHHIbI, BbIXOAHB-
Hied M3 3THX CeHel HaBepX, A€ HJH AeBHUb!, ObliH FPA3HO
OKJIeeHbl CHHEH caxapHOH GymaroH, B 3alUHTy OT HENorobl
H BbIOTH, KOTOpble CBOOGOJHO CBHCTE/H B UleJH H O6aAMBaJH
NOXAEM HJIH 3aChiNadH CHEroM H CeHH H CTYNEHbKH JIECTHH-
ubl. CaxapHas 6ymara, Toabko Genas, Oblia ynotpebaeHa
Ha 3aKJeflKy ofBaJiuBlLUerocs notoJka npHxoxeid. B 3ane
MOTOJIOK COTHYJICA H CTPalIHO OOBHC; ObLIO ACHO, YTO B HEM
neperHu/a Kakaa-uubydb nepeBOAHHA; B H36eXKaHHe NaleHHH
OH Obl NOANepT ABYMA cTON0AaMH H3 HeKpalleHoro, eaBa ore-
CaHHOTrO JepeBa, YKPeNJeHHbIMH B MOJ MeX1y ABYMA TOJ-
CTbIMH JepeBsIHHbBIMH 06py6kaMHu. Ilon Obl1 HCKPHBJEH; H3
Hero AyJo, H3 OKOH TOXe.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa YupKHHa, ManeHbkasa cropbJeHHas
CTapyllKa, 3aBepHyTas BCA BO UTO-TO BeTXoe, CTeraHoe —
B OLHY H3 Tex OAeX], KaKHe YMeloT NpHIAyMaTb TOJbKO de-
peBEHCKHE CTapyXH,— CHAeNa B TFOCTHHOH, CXKAaBUIHCb B KO-
MOK Ha 4YepHOM KOXXaHOM AHMBaHe, KOTOPbiH OAHH He H3Me-
HAnca ¢ Bekamu. OHa nepe6Gupasia KapTbl B pyKax H y cebs
Ha KOJIeHfiX, rajlas Kak-to no-csoemy. Ilepea Hewo He 6blio
cBeukd. Cpeuyka ropeja nooaalb OT AHMBaHA, HAa HebOJb-
oM croJe, y Kotoporo cuiaeau IlpackoBbs AHapeeBHa H
Bepa.

OG6e cectpbl 6blaH yXe cTapyxH. B nepeBHe, B rayluH,
XEHWHHH cTapeloT ckopo. C neTcTBa, B Jyullylo Nopy, He
6LlsI0 cpeAcTB, He 6bl10 cBOel BOJIH, He Obl10 ciayuyasi, chae-
JOBATE/NbHO, H XKeJaHHA, HapsAXKaTbcsA, 3a60THTbCA O cele,
paBHOAYylLIHe K CBOeH ocobe caesnanoch npHBbiuKoH. [ToTom,
Nno3Xe, KOT1a NnepBble Ccejbleé BOJOCHI, YCTaJsble BEKH, CKJaai-
KH pTa HanOMHHJH, 4YTO NpOULIO, H HEBO3BPAaTHO MNPOLIJO,
npeKpacHoe BpeMs, ABASETCA BAPYr OOJNE3HEHHO-TPYCTHOE,
60/1e3HEHHO-03/106/1eHHOe 4YBCTBO: PaBHOAYLIHe, nepellel-
wee B oTyasHHe. «Bce paBHO, AypHa /b, XOPOLIO JIH . MeHs
HHKTO He BHM/IMT, i HHKOMY He HyXHa..» W, oanaxab cka-
3aB cefe 3TO, XKEeHIUHHA NPHHHMaeTCA cTapeTb, 6e306pas3Ho,
HEH3AIULHO, H CTapeeT CKOpO...

OHH paboTanu, nepelHBaH YTO-TO. PA10OM C HHMH y CTO-
Ja, Toxe paboTtas, HO O4eHb PacCesAHHO, CHAeNa HX MeHbLuas
cectpa KaTfl, xopouweHbkasi, NoJHeHbkaa aeBylwka. OHa
04Ha CMOTpeJla BeCeso, HEMHOXKO HeTepMneqHBO... OHA Xia-
J1a 4ero-To...

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa ¢ rnyb60KHM B310XOM BCTaja C AH-
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BaHa H, ylepXHBaf OXaHbe, OCTOPOXHbIMH LIaraMHd oTnpa-
BHJach B 3ajy, rie O6biJ0 COBEPLIEHHO TEMHO; OLLyNbiBasi
CTeHY PYKdMH, CMOTKHYBLUIHCb pa3a AB4 H 3arpeMeB CTYJbA-
MH, cTapyxa ao6panacb 10 Kopuaopa. TaM oHa OCTaHOBH-
J1acb y 3aTBOPEHHOH ABEPH, H3-NOA KOTOPOH Obl1 BHAEH CBeT,
H CcTaJaa NpHCAYLWHBATbLCS.

EaBa Bbiwna matb, Katsi Bckounna ¢ mecra, 6pocHaach
K OKHY, He 3aKpbiTOMYy CTaBHeM, NOTOMY UTO CTaBeHb G6bia
CJOMaH, NPHNOAHAJA Bbille ToJ0Bbl 60AbUIOH 11J1ATOK, GbIB-
KA y Hee Ha mjeyax, YTo6 B CTeK/Ja He OTPAXKanacb KOM-
HaTa, H NPHHANACH CMOTPETb, UTO [eJ1aJ0Ch Ha JBope.

— Bor, BcikoMy cBoe! — cKasaJa, 3acMesiBlwHch, [1pac-
KOBbA AHapeeBHa.

— HeTt HuKoro; 3ru He BHaHo! — ckasaaa Kars, oTxoas
OT OKHa.

— Kak ke Tbl xouewb, 4T06 OH npHexaa? Beab ot ropo-
da ABajuaTb BepCT, H elle KakoBa Aopord! -— Bo3pasHJaa

[lpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa.

— JHa, pait 6or, uto6 He npHesxan,— 3aMeTHaa Bepa.

— 310 noyeMy X Tak? — obpaTHaach K Heit Karts, oueHb
HEeJ0BOJbHAR H OYEHb CMeJlo.

— He BoBpems,— oTBevana, ckoHdy3ssicb, Bepa,—y
6paTla rojoBKa GOJIHT...

— la MHe-To uTO X? — Bo3pa3una Kars.— Ax Tl roc-
noau! Pa3se y Hac MoHacThipb? Beab 310 yxac! ¥ 6Gparua
rosioBka OOJIHT, TaK MHe He BHAaTb Moero »eHuxa? Beab
Aaekcanap BacuibeBHu MHe »KeHHMX... ¥ O6paTua roJioBka
60oaut! [la oHa y Hero BCAKHH aeHb OOJIMT, C Tex NOp Kak
npHexaJs; Becb AOM Ha LbIMOYKAX XOAHT. MaMeHbKa, HHKaK,
B ABA/ALATbIH pa3 HbiHELWHHM BeuepoM NoJA ABEPbIO CAYLIaeT...

— Hy, satopmownaace. CAnb Ha MecTo Aa WweH,— CKa-
3ana ei [lpackosbsi AHapeeBHa.

Uepes mMuHyTy Bepa Bcrana.

— 51 moAny TakXke nocJayluaio, YTO OHH,— CKa3a/ja OHa
THXO H OCTOPOXKHO.

— Bort oxora! — Bo3pasnaa [lpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa.

— Kak xe, cecTpuua, moxer ObiTb, OHH B CaMOM JeJe
TakK He3/10poBbl. MaMeHbKa CKAaXeT: He XOTeJH NpoBeaaTh.

— [lonno, caena#t MHJa0CTb,— npepBana [lpackoBbA
AHapeeBHa,— HHUero oH He 6oJeH. OH 3HTCA, KaK NpHexad,
nATbIA 1eHb. ByATO Mbl 3THX WITYK He BHAaaH. BoT nocMoTph,
HEMHOTO NOroAs ¥ y3HaeM CIOPNPH3 KaKOH-HHOYAb NPHATHbIA.

— Kako# xe ewe ciopnpH3? — ckasana Bepa, B310XHYB.

— KoHeuHo, HaM yX HHuero xyxe ObiTb He MOXeT,—

17



npoaoaxana Ilpackobss AHapeeBHa,— pa3opHTb Hac 60Jb-
llie Helb3s1; K YeMy APYroMy — MPHBbLIKJIH, HHUEM HAC He yIH-
BHILIb. A CaM-TO OH YTO-TO He TakK; AOMKHO GbiTh, UTO-HHOYAb
CJYUHNOCD.

H36aBu 6or! — ckaszana Bepa,— uto BbI, cecTpHua!

— Urto X? — cnokoftHo Bo3pa3suaa Ilpackosbsi AHapees-
Ha,— HaM-TO YTO X OT 3Toro? OH YUYHJCH, OH CJYXHJ: Ka-
Kas HaMm 6blia yTexa WM npubbiab? — HHuero. Hy, caeren
C MeCTa, MOXeT GbiTb: HaM UTO 32 neyaJtb?

Karsa onsath BcTasna W nowsa CMOTpeTb B OKHO.

— H36aBu 6or,— nosropuaa Bepa,— kKak Bbl 3TO Tak
rosopute! Bot HauHuas ¢ Toro, yto Anekcanap BacuabeBuu
CAYXHT: 6Gpartel MOXET eMy H MecTO Jyulle AOCTaBHTb,
OpaTel 3HaeT, rie BbirOJHee, H MOCTAapaeTcs, H MOMPOCHT
3a Hero, H HayuyHT, YTO H TJAe HYXHO.

— Huxoraa HHueMy He Hay4yHT W HHKOrAa HHYero He
caenaet! — Bo3pasusa [IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa,— moxaayii-
cTa, Jyuywe He ropopu! 3TO TONbLKO B cepialle BBOIHTb —
TOBOPHTb 0 HalleM 6partue... bor emy cyabs! Tenepb yx xyxxe
TOr0 He HAaTBOPHT, YTO HATBOPHJA. YUHTb Hac — BBHIPOCJH;
MYIAPHTb Haja 3TOH [eBOUYKOH A He jalo, TaK AadH XOTb Mo-
CKDHMeTb, UTO «roJIOBKa 6OJHT», YTO6 Bech J0OM oluaJjeJ, 3a
HHM yxaxkuBasi... ['ocnogn! cuactbe GbiBaeT yesoBeky!

Bepa B310XxHysna, Hak/JOHSICb K cBoed pa6oTe; JHUO ee
BbIPA3HJO KaKoe-TO (0J/ie3HeHHO-TPYCTHOe YyBCTBO; B rJa-
3aX MEJbKHYJH GYyATO CJe3bl.

A kak nogyMaelb fa npunoMHHb!..— cka3saJna [Ipac-
KOBbAl AHIpeeBHa M 3aMoJya/jia TOXe.

MM HHyero He ocTaBasioch Gonblue, KaK MoauaTh. Bes Hx
>)KH3Hb C JAeTcTBA Obl1a MpPHHECEHA B >XepPTBY ceMeHHOMY
HA0JYy, H Tenepb, Koraa Brepead Oblia GecriomoulHas, 6ec-
NPHIOTHARA, OJHHOKas CTapoCTh, MOTOMY YTO 3TH OAHYaJbie
CO3JlaHHA He YMeJIH 13aXKe 3HAKOMHTbCH, He TOJNbKO COMHXKaThb-
CA C JIIOJbMH,— Tenepb OHH BH/EJH, YTO BCe KOHYEHO H He-
nonpaBHMO...

bpateu cHoBa noceTHsn HX yeaHHeHHe. Ero npuesn Hu-
Koraa He OGbll HM Ha pajaocTb; HblHEIIHHH pa3 B HeM ObL10
4YTO-TO 3araaovHoe.

Cepreio AnapeeBuuy 6bls10 cOpoK JsieT. C rogamMH OH MpH-
o6pean HeOObIKHOBEHHbIH BeC H 3HauyeHHe; HO MOCTOPOHHHe
3HaJH 0 HeM OoJblue, Hexead ero cembsi. [locTopoHHHe
paccKasblBaji O POCKOWIHOM [A0Me, KOTOPbIH OH 3aHHMaJ
B [letep6ypre, o Beyepax H obenax, KOTopbie OH AaBaJ He-
peaKo, o ero orpoMHod HWrpe B Kay6e. B N rosopuau, uto
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OJHAa peBH3Hs, Ha3HaueHHAas Tyla COBCEM HEOXHIAAHHO H
HajJesnaBluas MHOTO LIyMY, 8 HEKOTODbIM Ba)XHbIM N-CKHM
JIHLAM MHOrO HeNpHATHOCTEH, 6blia NMPHCAAHA NO BHYLUEHHIO
H Bausiiuio Cepres AuapeesHua. B AkyneBo Bpems oT Bpe-
MEHH NpHe3)XaJlH pa3Hble roCNOAAa, HCKaBLIHe AOJXKHOCTEH
HJIH HAxXOAHMBLUHECA B 3aMYTAaHHbIX CAYXKeOHbIX O6CTOATENb-
CTBaxX; OHH CBHETeJbCTBOBAJH CBOe raybouaifliee yBaxKeHHe
Jlio60B1 CepreeBHe U BbINPALIMBAJIH €€ PEKOMEH1alHH K CbIHY
HJIH ee COGCTBEHHOrO NMHCbMEHHOTO npeacrateabcTsa. B npo-
BHHUHH elle BepsAT B CHJY 3THX npexacTtateabcTts! JIi060Bb
CepreeBHa, KOTOpas, o XapakTepy, He B3AJacb Obl HH 3@ KO-
ro XJOMOTaTb H NMPOCHTb, HE MOrJa OTKa3biBaTb 3THM MPOCb-
6aM: 3TO 3HAYHI0 Gbl JONYCTHTb COMHEHHE HJH B MOTYLLeCTBe
CepXeHbKH B MHHHCTEPCTBAX, HJH B yBaKeHHH CepxeHbKH
K npocb6aM MaTepH, caelaoBaTenbHo, B Hel camoH. Jlio60Bb
CepreeBHa fnaBaja cBOH aBTorpadbl NPOCHTENSIM H KOH(QH-
JEHLUHANbHO MHCAJ/1a CbiHy NMOATBEPXKAEHHSA:

«$1, mo#t npyr CepxkeHbKa, He COMHEBAIOCb B TBOHX HCTHH-
HO 6/aropoiHbIX YYBCTBAX NPHHATb BO BCAKOM YYacTHe,
H, Kak Te6s 60r nmocTaBHJ Ha TAKOH BbICOTE, Thl OKaXellb,
CKOJIbKO MOXK€llib MOMOLUH; HO MO 3aHATHAAM TBOHM, MO#H
Apyr, a1 6olocb, YTOO Thl He 3aNaMATCTBOBAJ...» — H MpoYee.

B kop3HHke noa nucbMeHHbIM ctosiom Cepresi AHapeeBH-
4ya 6bl1I0 OYEHb MHOTO 3THX <«NOATBEPHKIEHHH».

CaM oH nucan peako, pa3a 4Ba B oA, YK€ He NOMHSI HH
O AHSIX MMEHHH W DOXAEHHH, HH O Npa3AHHKaX,— MHCal
TOr4a TOJNbKO, KOrja CJy4ajocb [eJo, H HHKOraa He MOMH-
Ha.1 o protéges cBoeii MaTepH, Kak 6yATO HH HX, HH PEKOMEH-
JAalHH O HHX HHKOTAa He 6biBajo. O cecTpax ToXKe HHKOraa
HHYEro He TOBOPHJOCH,— BIpOUYEM, MO JOBOJbHO YBaXKHTe/b-
HOW MPHUHHE: 0 HHX Obl10 Heuero roBopHTb. Cepreil Auape-
eBHY Obl1 YBEpeH, UTO, €CJH YMpeT KoTopasi-HHOy1b, eMy Ha-
MHWYT, a Ha 6pak (06GCTOATENbCTBO 60/1€e HeXeaH COMHH-
TeJNbHOE) CTAHYT HCNpalIHBaTb ero pa3speuleHds... OH cam
OZHAX/lbl HEOXXHAAHHO YBEJOMHJ CBOIO MaTYWKY, YTO BCTY-
naet B 6pak C AeBHLEH, A0UEPbIO AEHCTBHTENbHOTO CTATCKO-
ro coBeTHHKa (HMA H (PaMHJIHA He HA3bIBAJUCb, KaK JHLI-
HHE rocje THTyJa), 4TO 3TOT O6paK COBEPWHTCH B HEMpo-
JOJIXKHTEIbHOM BPEMEHH H 4TO, CJef0BaTe/bHO, HeO6XOAHMbI
aeHbru. Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa HCNpocH/ia W3 OMeKH pa3spe-
UIeHHe npoaaTh Ha cpyb6KY pouly, COCTaBJABLIYIO IJ1aBHYIO
LEHHOCTb HMeHHsi maneHbkoH Katu. Tak kak caenka aena-
Jlacb HAaCKopo, TO MPHILJIOCH NPOJaBaTh NOYTH 3@ 6ECLEHOK,
a Tak Kak Bce 3TO OblJO «jeJ/10 XKeHCKoe», TO eCTb [e/1aJ0Ch
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6e3 TOJKY, TO pOLly TaK XOpOWO BLIpYGHJH, YTO B Hel He
0CTaJOCh ja)e H MOPSIOYHbIX MEHbKOB, H MpPOWJO C TeX
NOp MHOTO JIeT, a He BHIPOC/AO H MPyTHKA. [leHbru 6bl1H OTO-
cnanbl Cepreio AugpeeBnuy. OH 104T0 He OTBeuaJ, MOKa Ha-
KoHel nucbMa J11o60BH CepreeBHbl, HAUHHABLIHECH CJOBaMH:
«Ycnoko# meHs,, moi apyr CepXeHbKa, HacyeT BbICJAHHBIX
MHOIO K Te6e BOCbMH ThbiCAY py6Jsiell acCHTHAUHAMH...» — He
BbiBEJH ero H3 ce6#, H OH OTBeyaJs, KOHeYyHO, OYeHb OCHOBa-
TebHO, YTO CyMMbl, NOCbl1aeMble MO MOYTe, He MpPONnaaaioT
H 4YTO, ecaH 6 CAYUYHJIOCh 3TO, OH Hanucaa 6bl faBHO. JI1060Bb
CepreeBHa yauBHJAach, KaK TaKoe MNpOCToe CoOGpaxeHHe
LaBHO He MpHIUJO eH B roJoBY, H 3ameTH.1a, uTo CepiKeHbKa
«npoka3HHK». CNycTA HECKOJNbKO BPeMeHH OHa coobpasuJa,
4TO e HaLo AaTb CbIHY CBO€ POAHTE/NbCKOE 6.1arocjOBEHHE
H mocsana ero B MHCbMe ouyeHb KpacHopeuuBoM. OHa Bbipa-
)KaJjla HafleX /1y, UTO €e [PYyr H CbiH, BMECTE C ero npekpacHo#
noapyroft (HenssecTHo nouemy Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa Boobpa-
xKaJsa npekpacHoio HepecTy Ceprest AH4peeBHYa: OH HH CJO-
Ba He rOBOPHJ O ee KpacoTe), AaAyT eit mpHioT y cebs, no-
TOMY 4TO C 1OYEepbMH OHA XHTb He HamepeHa. OTBera Ha 3TO
nucbMo He 6bl10. CHauana JlioGosb CepreeBHa XxpaHusa
B TaliHe OT aoueped KeHHWTbOY CbiHA, HO el HaKOHeL HacKy-
YHJla TAHHCTBEHHOCTb HJIH, YUTO BEpOsiTHee, B31yMaJsoch J0-
Ka3aTb J04YepsM, BO CKOJBKO 6paT yMHee HX TeM, 4YTO HalueJ
ceGe HeBECTY, TOrla KaK OHH He yMesaH HaHTH xeHuxoB. OHa
OnMHCasa HM, KaK Xxopowa HeBecTa, kKak 6orata. Meuratb
efi nOHpaBHJIOCb.~BOT Tak-To CepKeHbKa MOBeHYaJICA, TAKOH-
TO Yy Hero AOM, Takoe-To npHiaaHoe Yy »eHbl... Coobpa3us,
yTo cBaabba yx 6blaa, Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa COUHHHAA NO3apa-
BHTEJbHOE MHCbMO H 3acTaBHsa o6eHx aodepeil nucaTh TOXe,
no3apaBasTb 6partila H PeKOMEHI0BaTbCS HEBECTKe.

— Mbl emy Bcem o6s3aHbl,— rosopHaa Jlio6osb Cep-
reeBHa,— Hal AOJT MOUYTHTb XKEHY €ro; OHa rjaBa B LOMe,
KOHEUHO, a He fi.

Otsera He 6bl10. CnycTs Heneawn ase Jlio6osb CepreesHa
nucagaa onsTb:

«[lonaras, apy3bsi MOH M MHJblE I€TH, YTO MHCbMO MOeE
3arepsJoch, MO31paB/fil0 Bac CHOBA H »Keaal COrJaacHs
H CYacThfl...» — H Mpouee.

[Mpowao nBa Mecaua. Ha BTopoe noaTBepAHTe/bHOE MO-
anpasJseHde Cepreit AHipeeBHY OTBeuaJ, YTO MaTylIKa MorJa
6bl H He TOPOMHTbCA MO3APABJAATb, YTO CBAAbObI He OblL10
H He GyleT H 4TO, C/1e10BaTe/JbHO, CMELHO OblJIO CMEWHT...
Jlio6osb CepreeBHa 6blia nopaeHa Kak rpoMom. OHa 6blia
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)ecToka K [lpackoBbe AHapeeBHe, KOTOpasi BCe YeMY-TO
yabi6anacs.

K caeayiownm cBsTkaM, roaa uyepe3 noaropa, Cepreit
AHzapeeBHY npHcaag ¢ OKa3Hel cecTpaM NOAAPKH: MAHTHJbIO,
WJISANKY H [1Ba NecTpbie rajcTyyka, Bce HECKOJbKO NOHOWEH-
Hoe M notepsislee ¢acoH. OH He cxpbiBaj, YTO 3TO ObliH
OCTaTKH €ero nojapkoB, BO3BPALLEHHbIX €My HEBECTOIO Tloc/e
TOro, Kak pasowJachb csaibba.

«Yto 6blN10O LIeHHOrO, 1 npoaan (npu6aBasia OH), KaK-TO:
cepbru, 6polIH, WAaJAH H TOMY Nnojo6HOe; OblH O4YeHb JOPO-
THe H MPEeKpacHble BELLH».

— Ha yro Ham 3HaTb, 4TO ObINKH AOpOTHEe BelLH? — CKa-
3ana lpackoBbss AHapeeBHa.— OH 6bl Jyuuie HX npHcaadg,
yeM paccKa3biBaTh!

— A Ha uTo OHH Te6e? — Bo3pa3usa MaTb.— Bce BH
HeJ10BOJIbHbI, Bce BaM 6oJabuie nopai! Tol H 3Ty-TO MAHTHJbIO
Kyla HajleHelb?

— %1 ee HHMKyZa H HHKOrJa He HaJeHy,— BO3pa3HJja
IMpackoBbsi AnjapeeBHa.

Jto 6b0 32 yeTbipe roaa Ao Hacrosuiero npue3na Cep-
res AHapeeBuua.

OH siBHJICS HeYyasiHHO, He NpeaynpeiHB 3apaHee, 4To fe-
JblBaJs BCeraa npexje,— sIBHJCHA B OCEHHEe HEeHACTbe, MeXAy
06el0M H CyMepKaMH, B CaMOe HeCHOCHOe BpeMs [AHsS, Koriaa
KaK-TO He TO CKy4HO, He TO JpeMJieTcsl, Koraa xoa3sike 3a-
TPYAHHTENbHO ceifiuac co6partb o06enaTb AJs TOJOAHOIO H
npo3sbwero npueaxero. I1pueaxkuit sBHIcA MpaueH. Kpome
roJjiofa, CbIPOCTH, TOJYKOB MO NPOCEJKY, HeNpHSATHOro BMe-
4aTJaeHHs OT O6BETWAJOoro AOMa, CTPAHHOTO BleuYaT/eHHsA
OT HEOXHAAHHOrO CBHAAHHS CPeAH PaAOCTHbIX KPHKOB Ma-
TepH, CyeThl NMPHCJAYTH, MOJYAJHBbLIX BXOL0OB H BbIXOJAOB cec-
Tep, CKOHQYKEHHbIX, HeYOPaHHbIX,— KpPOMe BCEro 3TOoro, OH,
Ka3aJocb, BbIHOCHJ HeyTo OoJbluee, rope He BHeELIHee, HO
rmy6oKo Jexkaulee B camMoi Aywe ero. [lomawHHe, ceMbs
H MeJIKHe cOcelM NPHBLIKJIH BHAeTb Ha yesne Cepres AHape-
€BHYa CMOKOHHOE H IPO3HOe BeJHYHe, 3acTaBjsABlIee NOTYM-
JATb B30pPbl H NMOBHHOBaTbCA. HblHeWHHH pa3 BesHuHe Obljo
TO e, HO K HeMy NMpPHMelW HBAJOCh He Npe3peHHe, He paBHO-
AyuiHe, a Kakas-To rpycTHas 6e3yyacTHOCTb, 3aCTaBAfABLIASA
CMOTpETb Ha JIOACKHe TaynocTH 6e3 HacMellkd, 6e3 rxesa,
NOTOMY YTO KaK-TO He TO OblJO B roJoBe, He A0 TOro, 4rol
OCYXJaTb, CMEATbCS HJH MOYyyaTb: KAaK XOTAT, TakK NYCTb H
XHBYT H aypaudarca! Cepreft AHapeeBHY TrOBOpHJ MaJjo,
KaK-TO THXO, KaK 4ejioBeK 60JbHOH; NMOXaJ0BaJCA TOJbKO,
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4yTO ero pactpsAcjo. MaTb npeasoxuja eMy nopaHblue Jeuyb,
OTHOXHYTb ¢ gopord. K o6weMy yausaenuio, Cepreit Augpee-
BHY He BO3Pa3HJ, YTO He HMeeT MPHBBLIUKH JOXKHTbLCA paHblle
JBYX 4acoB, HO BCTaJ, B3flJ CO CTOJa CBeYY H BbIMOJBHJ:
«[Ipowaiite». 3To GbiI0 TpeTbe CJAOBO, KOTOPOE OH BbIroBa-
pHBaJ c Tex nop Kak npuexas. OTnpaBasiicb NMOYHBATH, OH,
NPOTHB OObIKHOBEHHS, faXKe He MPOrHeBaJCA, YTO He 3aXKTIJH
JlaMnbl, KOTOPYIO OH NMpHBe3 B MpeanocieiHHH NpHe3] Hapou-
HO AJA CBOEH CNaJjibHH,— HH 3a UTO He pa3rHeBaJiCs, TOJbKO
MOJIYaJ H cJjerka oxad.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa, lueakas TydJasiMH, pa3 AecsiTb
HOYbK MPHXOIHJIA K ero ABEepH CJYLWAaTb 3TO OXaHbe.

OHo ycuanaock Ha apyro# aenb; y Cepres AnapeeBHua
3aboaena ronoBa. Becb aoM noBepHyacs BBepx AHoM. Jlio-
60o8b CepreesHa npeasiarasa BCEBO3MOXHbie AOMAlIHHE Cpel-
ctBa — Cepreit AHapeeBHY OTKa3aJicsl OT BCEX; OHa mpeaJsa-
raja AOKTOpa —— OH cKa3aJ, uto B N OHH BCe AypakH, UTO
y Hero ecTb CBO€ JIeKapCcTBO, KOTOPBIM OH NOCTOSHHO JIE€UHT-
cA. MpauHocTb ero ¥ Bcero goMa gouila A0 Bbicouailiei
creneHH. Bce 6e3moaBCcTBOBaNO; 6blH AaXKe OCTAHOBJIEHb
CTEHHbIe Yachl, MOTOMY 4YTO CTYK HX pa3apakan HepBbl Cepres
Anapeesnua. HakoHel, B caMoM s geJie UyBCTBYS cebst XyxKe
HJIH )KeJasl NoKa3aTb, YTO 60Je3Hb TaK MYYHTE/bHa, YTO OH
rotoB Ha Bce, Cepreii AHgpeeBHY COrJIacHJ/ICA Ha JoMalliHee
JeyeHbe. TyT BO3HA NOAHANACH TaKas, KAKOH OXHAaTb ObLIO
yXe HEeBO3MOXHO Mnocje Bcero, 4to 6bwio npexae. Onuu
Cepreit AHapeeBHu Obi1 Mo-NMpeXXHeMy BeJH4YaB H HeNoa-
BHJKEH, Jleka Ha [MBaHe B CBOeH KOMHaTe HJH BbiXOAA B
FOCTHHYIO, ¢ O6Bfi3aHHOR roJoBOH, 06/JlaueHHbI B MeCcTpbIH
LWIeJKOBbIH XaJjaTt, MoBoAA KPyroM ce6s TYCKJAbIMH B30OpaMH,
6yATO HHKOTO H HHYEro He BHAA; 3TH B3Opbl HHOraa ocTa-
HaBJIHBAJIHCb HA CeCTpax, YAHBJE€HHbIE, BONPOCHTENbHbIE, He-
NOHHMaIOLIHe, HHYero He y3HalwoluHe. Kasanocb, pasym Cep-
rest AHApeeBHUYa MOMYTHJCH.

B oxHy nopobuyio MmuHyty Jlio6ob CepreeBHa ocMe-
JUJach MNoAKpacTbcA nobaHxKe H 3arasaHyTb eMmy B
JIHLO.

— Uro Bam Hago? — oTtpbiBHcTO cnipocHa Cepreit Angpe-
€BHY.

— §1 Huuero, apyr moi#i, CepxeHnbKa... Uto x?.. 1 — Hu-
yero. Tak, A xoTena BHAETb, He 3ajpeMaJ JH Tbi, APYr MOH,
YCNOKOHJCS JH...

Cepreil AugpeeBHY MoJua BCTaJ H yuied.

— Onacalocb s 32 Hero,— roBOpHJa BcCJe] eMmy LIeno-
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ToM Jlio60Bb CepreeBHa CBOMM J0uepsiM,— TaKasi cTpaHHas
60/1€3Hb...

Ona npojosxanach NATbIA AeHb. He 6eCNOKOHIHCH TONBKO
[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa, MO OTPHUATENbHOMY HaNpaBJeHHIO
cBoero xapakrtepa, H Karsa, neBaTHaauaTHJeTHSIA AEBOYKA,
KoTtopas 6blja Bceraa BeceJia, A0BoJbHa H 6e33aboTHa, no-
TOMY 4TO B/06G/€Ha H NOMOJB/AEHA C CBOHM N106e3HbIM. ITOT
Mmobe3nblii 6bl1 AnekcaHap BacuabeBnu HBauoB, N-ckuii
YHHOBHHK, ¢ KPOLUEYHbIM Xa/J0BaHbeM, C KPOLUEYHBIM COCTO-
AAHHEeM, HO MOJIOJeHbKHH, XOPOLI€HbKHH, KOHYHBIUHH N0BOJIb-
HO YyCNELHO THMHa3HYeCKHH Kypc H MO 3K3dMeHY HeNaBHO
NONYYHBILUHHA NepBHH YHH. ITOrO BAXKHOTO COGLITHA NOXKH-
AaJcs OH, YTO6 NpeANOXKHTD cBolo pyKy KaTepuHe AHapeeBHe;
cepaue OblN0 y)Xe AaBHO npeasoXxeHo H npuHATo. Koraa
Aesno 2010 10 opHUHAIbHOrO cBaTOBCTBA, [Ipackosbst AHa-
peeBHa, NOBepeHHas Bcel 3TOH NOOGBH, HacTosiaa, 4YTO6 MaThb
corJiacHJ1ach H lana cJIoBO, He 10X HAasCb pa3pelueHHs 6par-
ua. ITpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa KpelmKO NMpHHAJA K cepauy Jio-
60Bb cBoeii KatH. Kak pe6eHkoM eule 6epersia ee oHa OT BCSi-
KOro ropsi, Tak H Tenepb, 06panOBaBLIKCb, YTO [AeBYLIKA
Halljla MHJOTO 4Ye/JoBeKa H npHaymana cebe cuacTtbe, cTap-
ras cecTpa XJONoTaJja TO/AbKO, YTO6 BCe 3TO YCTPOHTb. Efl
nomorsa cyab6a. ¥ IlpackoBbn AHapeeBHbl Obl1a GoraTtas
KpecTHasi MaTb; HEAaBHO, yMHpasi, OHa 3aBelllana KpecTHHLe
CYMMY B NATb Thicsiy py6Jied, nosoxeHHyo B N-CKOM npHKase.
[MpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa OGbSIBH.1Aa MaTepH, 4TO OTAAeT 3Ty
cymmy B npuaasoe Kare. HeusBecTHo, Ha 4TO Hagesach
HJIH HaMmepeBajacb ynotpe6uTb 3TH AeHbrd Jlw6oBb Cepre-
€BHa; BeposiTHee BCero, OHa caMa He 3Ha/ja, Ha 4YTO OHH
6bliiH 6bl eH HYXHbl; HO, YCJIblila pellleHHe AouYepH, oHa Obina
yAHBJ€Ha, Nopa)eHa, NOHHKJA TO0J0BO, GYATO JHLIHJIAACHL
4ero-tTo, U MNOKOpHJIAacb OYeHb TPYCTHO, ckasab, uto [Ipac-
KOBbsl AHApeeBHa B TaKHX JeTax, YTO HMeeT MNpaBO caMa
Kak xouer pacnopsixkatbcs. [IpackoBbst AHapeeBHa nNponycTH-
Jla 3TO He Bo3paxasi. Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa O 4eM-TO [0JIrO
nJakaja M, KOrja NpHiia K HeH Kakasa-To coceiaka, JA0Jro,
¢ HeonpejaeNeHHbIMH HaMeKaMH XaJoBaJjacb Ha CBOIO rOpb-
Kyl0 yuactb. Bepa Ob1a cMylleHa H N0 KaKOMY-TO TPYCJH-
BOMY UYyBCTBY H30eraJja cJjyuasi roBODHTb H OCTAaBaTbCA Ha-
eauHe ¢ [lpackoBbeit AHapeeBHoi. [lpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa
6bl1a XJJaJlHOKPOBHA, BHYTPEHHO H3MydyeHa H B3GeleHa. Ka-
T, H36aJI0BaHHAsl MOMNEYEeHHAMH, 3TOHCTKA, KAK CUYaCTJHBhIE
A€TH, He 3aMeyaJjla H He XOTesla 3aMeyaTb 3TOH Apambl, pa-
3birpaBlueficd 3a Hee, H LeJbld AeHb 6oaTana H cMmessaach
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CO CBOHMM XKEHHXOM, CKOH(YKEeHHbIM 00U el X0N04HOCTbIO, HO
CYACTJHBbLIM.

JIto6oBb CepreeBHa Hanucana cbiHy 00 3TOH MOMOJBKC.
[TucbMO 6bl10 MOJMHO H3BHHEHMi, 4TO pacnopsianauch 6e3
noapoJjieHusi CepxkeHbkH, 4To CepiKeHbKa He 3HaeT XKeHuxa,
UTO BCE 3TO TaK CKOpoO... HakoHell, JIio6oBb CepreesHa cama
He 3HaJja, B 4eM M3BHHAJACL, HO MHCLMO OblIO TOPbKOC H
CepkeHbKa /ecsiTb pa3 Ha3biBaJC B HeM «eHHCTBCHHOH
OTPaiOH» CBOEH HecyacTHOH MaTepH.

Cepreit AHApeeBHY HC OTBeYaJ HH €JI0Ba. OH BCKOPC €aMm
npuexaJs. B oaHy 13 1epBbIX MUHYT 3TOrO BHE3AMHOTO U Mpay-
Horo npuesaa, noka Ceprefi AHapeeBHY BbIXOAHJ H3 KOMHATD,
Jlio60Bb CepreeBHa rpo3Ho obpaTHaach K gouepsiM, kK [lpa-
CKOBbe AHADCCBHE B OCOGEHHOCTH:

— BoT uT0-TO OH cKaxeT. [1ynocTH Bbl BAUIM 3aTesANH...
Moxer 6biTb, 32 TeM H npHexaJ.
[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHA BO3pa3ugaa XJ4a1HOKPOBHO:

— OH 3a TeM He noejer.

Ona nepBas pemnwaacb M ckasana Opartuy, uto Kats
HeBecTa.

— ¢ Te6e nucana, Mol Apyr...— ckKasaJga XaJjobHo Jlio-
6oBb CepreeBHa.

— [a-a... nomMHio,— oTrBeuan Cepreii AuapeeBHu.

OH, BUIHMO, HHUETO HE NMOMHHJ, HO HH O YeM He CIPOCHI
6oablie. OH 3aHEMOr K Beuepy, KaK y»Ke H3BECTHO.

JKennxa oH He BuaaJg. Anekcaniap BacuibeBuu npuesxan
K HeBecCTe TOJbKO no cy660TaM HJAH HaKaHyHe Npa3/lHHKOB,
KOrfa B ropoje KOHUY4JHCh NPHCYTCTBHS, Npo6biBaa npasi-
HHK M ye3)Ka, Ha 3ape ApPYroro IHs, COBepLIEHHO Kak yue-
HHK Ha BaKaHTHble AHH, H TO elle CTOMNO CAHIIKOM JA0pPOro
MO ero orpaHHuYeHHbIM CpPeACTBaM.

Beuep, koTopblit Mbl HauasM pacckasbiBaTb, Obin Ccy6-
60THHH. KaTa kaana »KeHuUxa, NMPOCTO ISl YyAOBOJIbCTBHSA
ero Buaetb; [lpackoBbss AHjpeeBHa ecaH W 6eCNOKOHJIACH
HacuyeT ero npejacTdBjaeHHs 6paTily, HO HHUEro He FOBOPHA,
Bepa 6bi1a B Tpesore... Ho oxuaauusa W TpeBora 6biH Ha-
npacHbl. MBaHoB He npuexan. Koraa a0 Ab, TEeMHOTA H 1034-
Hee BpeMsl 10CTATOUYHO A0Ka3aJH, YTO XKAaTb OoJblle Heyero,
Karts 3ansakana W yuwia cnaTtb, Kak HeTepneJadBblit U u3ba-
JIOBaHHbIA pe6eHoK, HacTyuyaB M CBOHM Kpec/JoM, KOTOpoe
OTOABHHYJA B Aocale, H ABEPbMH, KOTODble BCE CKpHIEH
M XJoMaJM, H A0CKaMH 11014, KOTOpbie B KOPDHIOpE LIeBEJH-
JIUCb MO/ HOraMH TNPOXOASILHX.
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Jlio60oBb CepreeBHa B yxKace NouTH B6exaJja B TOCTHHYIO,
rae OCTaBaJIMChb CTapuiHe 10YEpH.

— Tocnoan! — BckpHuasa oHa,— KTO 34ecb? Urto Takoe
CJAYUYHAOCH?

— Huuero,— orBeuanu gouepH.

— $1 anymana, cymaciieagwasi 3ta noJeTena BCTpPe4aTb
o6oxatens ceoero. boxe Tol Moi!.. Toro riasagn npuKaTHT
HOUbIO, BCCb AOM MNOAHUMeET, BaxHasi ocoba Takasa! Cpam,
NPOCTO CKA3aTh, 3a KOro Huaer... bparta uto nopasuno, Kak He
310? Otroro W caer. Toabko 3a6bijicsi, KakK BAPYr TBajT
TYT NOAHAICAH...

Jlio60Bb CepreeBHa 10JT0 ellle JepKaJa peub, MOKa yachl
He NpobHJH aecATb; [IpackoBbst AnapeeBHa caoxHiaa paboty
H cKa3aJa, BcTaBas:

-— Tloko#HoH HOUH, MaMeHbKa.

Bepa caenana To ke, obe nouejsoBanH pyKy y MaTepH
H YLLUJIH.

Martb eule 104ro B3AbIXaja, 0xana v AaKe NpHHHManaach
NJAaKaTb, YKOPASl KOrO-TO B CBOMX ropectax... OHa MOCTOAHHO
ropeBsaJa, ni068 TOJbKO cBoero CeprKeHbKY, HaleACb TOJAbKO
Ha Hero; cyab6a, Kak HapodyHO, 3aCTaBH/Ja €€ XXHTb PO3HO
C 3THM COKpOBHMIUEM, MOCTOSIHHO He OTBCUaBIUHWM HH CJOBa
Ha ee HAMEKH, Ha NpsAMble BbIpa’KeHHSA KeJaHHA, HakoHell,
Ha NpocbObl MO3BOJHTL € NpHeXaTb H JKHTb C HHM, OCTaBs
Jo4yeper XKHTb OJHHMX, KAK HM YrOoAHO,— HA04 Obla Trayx kK
mMosnb6aM, Kak rJayxu Bce BooOwe HAoabl... MoxerT O6biTb,
KakHe-HHOY1b pa3MblUINIEHHsT NO NOBOAY 3THX OTBEPTHYTHIX
MOJIEHHH, OTBEPrHYTbIX JaCK, Pa3HblX HEYAOBOJbLCTBHH, B
pa3Hble BpeMeHa BbipaxkeHHbix Cepreem AHapeeBHYEM, H NDH-
xoauau Ha yM Jlio6oBH CepreeBHe; MOxeT ObiTb, OTTOTO €H
H 6blJIO TaK FOPbKO, HO OHA Obla ynpsiMa B CBOeM 000X aHHH,
H, oTuero 6bl HH Obl1O ei Tsxesao, OHa yBepsiia cebsl, uTO
CTpajaeTr He OT CBOeH «eJIHHCTBEHHOH OTpanbi», @ OT APYTHX...
Bor 3Haer nouemy Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa Bceraa cyuTagna Ao-
yepel CBOHX B uUeM-TO cebGe NoMexoH.

B HacTosiluyio MHHYTY Yy Hee ObllM TOTOBbl€ MPeANOrH
TPEBOXHTbCA, OOBHHATb, TFHEBATbCHA H, KAK NOYTH BCeraa
OblBaeT, MHJIOCEPAHO XKeaaTb, YTOO BCe 3TO «OTO3BAJOCH
H MOJYYHJO CBOe BO3JasiHHe». ITH NpeAaord OblH CBaTOB-
ctBo Kartu W neHbru [lpackoBbu AnapeesHbl. Jllo6oBb Cep-
reeBHa HaXO/[HNa, UTO H TO H IPYroe OoropuyacT ee CMepTeJbHO,
H B THLUMHE HOYHOH NMDHHHMaJa pa3Hble HAMEPEHHS, KOTODbIe
HeMpeMeHHO peulanachb HCMOMHHTbL NOYTPY... B uem cocrosiau
35TH HaMepeHHs, JIlo60Bb CepreesHa caMa Obl 3aTpy/AHHJACH
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pPacCTOJKOBATb, OHA PELINIACh TOJIbKO «Bce BbickasaTb Cep-
JeHbKe...».

Yrto Takoe 6bl10 3TO «BCE€» — HHMKTO, HH caMa JIw60Bb
CepreeBHa He Morja 6bl O06bSICHHTb. bbiBaloT Xxapakrepl,
HHKOrJa HHYeM He JOBOJIbHble, co3jalolilHe cebe HecuacTbe,
Hey06CcTBa, CTPaHHble OTHOLWEHHSA K OKPYXKalOLLHM, BCE OXKH-
NaolUlHe 4ero-to, HeMnokoHHbie, Jl00flLHe CTpalwHO MHOro
TOJKOBaTb O MNYyCTSIKax, Ho, 60or BecTb, Ji0OsillHe JH KOro-
HUOYAb. DTH JIOAH C BHAA OYeHb HYBCTBHTENbHbI, HO BHYT-
PEHHO YYBCTBHTEJbHbl TOJIBKO AJIA CaMHX cefsi; 3rOWCTaMH
Ha3BaTb MX HeJb3sl, MOTOMY YTO OHH BE€YHO CKPHIAT H 0XaioT
3a APYrux, HO HaJl0 3HaTb, Kak ObIBalOT OHH 03.100J1€Hbl Ha
TeX, 0 KOM XJIOMOYYT H XKaJleloT, Kak 6yATO Te BHHOBATHI, YTO
0 HHX B3SJIHCb XKaJleTb H 0XaTb. DTH JIOAH 03J00/€Hbl, BCe
0XHjaasi 6,1aroJapHOCTH, TaK JXe, KakK XJAYT OHH OT BCero H
BCeX NPHOBLIH, NojapKa, BO3HarpaJeHHsl,— 4ero-HHOyab.
M x Henb3st Ha3BaTb »KaAHbBIMH: OHH TOBOPSAIT, YTO HHYErO He
JKeJaloT, HO BCe, YTO UMEIOT HJH NpHOGpeTaloT ApYyrue, Ka-
XKEeTCA MM OTHSITBIM Y HHX; OHHM BCe MIayyTcf... DTH JIOAH
HHOTAA cpedH APYrHx Jaiojed BbiGHpaloT cebe NpHBSA3aH-
HOCTb — M Bcerja Bbi6op ObiBaeT HeyjaayeH; H3 NMPOTHBOpe-
YHS, U3 TOTO, YTO APYyTHEe rOBOPSIT, YTO TAKOH-TO AYpeHb, OHH
6epyT HMEHHO 3TOro yesqoBeKa ceGe B APY3bsl, FOBOPA € CaMo-
YHHIXKEHHEM, HE JHLEeMEPHbIM, HO 03/106JeHHbIM: « [l MeHs
1 To Xxopoiwo». MHorna BospaxeHue aenaercs HHaude: «Ero
BCe HEHaBHIAT, CO MHOH MO KpaHHeH mepe eMy OYIeT C KeM
CJOBO cKa3aTb...» C BHAa — 4yBCTBO A006poe€ H CMHPEHHOE,
HO TOT He OUIM6eTCs, KTO COUTeT €ro 3a OCYXKJIEHHE BCeX 3THX
HEHAaBHCTHHKOB M TOopJeuoB, KOTOpbie OTTaJKHBAIOT OT cebs
yesoBeKa... 3ato, Bbl6paB Apyra, 3TH JIOJAH He 3HAIOT eMy
npej APYrHMH LUE€Hbl H Mepbl; HaeJHHe caMH ¢ cO60il OHH pa3-
MBILLAAIOT, YTO 3TOT APYT HMH MAaHKHDyeT H npouee...

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa WMeJa He apyra, HO npeamer 060xa-
HHA — cBoero CepxeHbKy. Dboxe coxpaHM TOro, KTo O6bi
OCMeJIHJICS YCOMHHTbCS, uTo CeprKeHbKa reHHH; HO OHA HauH-
Haja HaxOAHTb, YTO 3TOT TeHHH, BEPOSAATHO 3a HENAOCYroM,
JOGHT ee Mano H Kak 6yaTo OH ee BOBce He yBaxkaer. «HM To
CKa3arTh, YTO 1 TaKQe? — BLITOBApHBaJa OHa MOYTH BCAYX,—
HO yeM XKe s 3acjayXHujaa, 4Tob6 MOH CblH, €1HHCTBEHHOE MOe
COKPOBHLE, OJHY MeHSl MOKHHYJA?..»

3a 4yTo H noyeMy He Jwob6uaa OHa aouepel — 60r BeCTb.
OHH HHKOrpa He moaasd el moBoaa rHesatbcs. Bepa 6blia
no6pa H, He pasiyMbiBasi, ropsiuo Jio6Hna MaTb. [IpackoBbs
AunpeeBHa 6bl1a Bceraa cepbe3Ha, HHOMAA NMPOTHBOPEUYHJA,
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HO Ha TaKHe MaJIOCTH He CTOHJ0 o6pallaTb BHHMaHHA, a npo-
THBOpe4YHss OblIH Bceraa aedbHbl M Heo6xoaWMbl. JI060Bb
CepreeBHa MorJa 6bl JI0GHTb CTapLIYiO 404b 3@ COBETHI H IO-
MOLLb BO BCAKOM 3aTPYAHEHHH, HO HMEHHO 3a 3TO OHA ee ellle
MeHblle J106HANa: HCMONHASA, NOoc/Je CTPALIHBIX CMOPOB, CLEH,
HEeNPHATHOCTeH, YTO-HHOYNb, OYEBHAHO AesbHOE H MOJe3Hoe,
Jlio60Bb CepreeBHa KpHuaJjia, YTO OHA HeCYacTHas!, YTO Y Hee
HeT CBOeH BOJIH HH B 4eM, UTO ee 3a6paJjilH B PYKH, H npouee,
BCE CTOJbKO K€ YTellHTesJbHOe AJs TOH, KoTopas nojaJfa
COBET H HacTosJa, 4To6 eMy nocJjenoBaJqH Ajs obuero crno-
koHcTBHA... [IpuToM Jlio6oBb CepreesHa 6bl1a KaK-TO MeJKO
NORO3pHTENbHA; el MepellH/HCb KaKHe-TO ceMeiHble yroso-
pbl, «TAPTHH», XOTH, Ka3aJ10Cb 6bl, MYAPEHO PA3AENHTD €llle Ha
NapTHH TaKoe HEMHOTrOYHCJEHHOE CEMEHCTBO, Kak OHa M ee
TPH JROYepH, W3 KOTOpbIX OAHa Oblia pefeHOK, a Apyras
BeuHo Bcero Tpenertana. Ho Jlio6osb CepreeBHa tak onaca-
Jach, Tak He 6bl1a HH B KOM yBepeHa, 4TO BO3BblllaJach AaXe
A0 MOACJYLIHBAHHS. ..

OcraBLIHCh OHA, MOMNJaKaB, OHa 060LLJ1a ONSATb BeCb [I0M,
nocaywana y ABepeid BO3J0OJEHHOrO CblHa, MOCMOTpeaa
B OKHO H ellle IPYCTHO nooxana, yBHAS NOJOCH CBeTa, Najas-
LIHe CBepXY, H3 OKOH Me30HHWHa, rie *uau aouyepH. Eit noka-
3a/10Ch, YTO OHH O 4eM-TO coBellatoTcs... [Toxxenas, 4To6 OHH
CaMH paHO HJH MO3QHO H3BelasH, KaKoBO el, OHa MOKOiHHO
3acHyJa.

HayTtpo Kara 6bi1a BHe3anHo, crnpocoHka, o6panoBaHa
H3BecTHeM, 4To AnekcaHAp BacHabeBHY npHexas H yxe CHAHT
B 3ase, oaHH. [lockopee opaeBuUIHCb, OHa mno6exana K
HeMy.

— Kak xe 310 He cTblAHO? §1 kpana Buepa A0 MOJHO-
4H! — BCKpHuana oHa, obHHMasicb ¢ HHM.— He cayuusoch
JH ¢ TO6010 Yero-HHO6YAb?

— CJayuyuTbcsl HHUYero He cJyuuiocb,— orsedyan MHaa-
HOB,— a 1 HOYeBaJ Ha AOpOre, BepcTax B MNATH OTCIOAAQ,
B BbicokOM; MeHst Be3TH He B3sJHcbh B TeMHoTy. Hy, Kak no-
XHBaewb? K Bam 6part npuexan?

— A Tbl nouemy 3Haewb? — cnpocwaa Kars.

— Jhoan BawH cka3ajau. [la B ropoje AaBHO 3HAIOT, YTO
OH MpHexaJ; y Hac B rajlaTe roBOPHJH.

— Bam B nanate no Hero Kakoe aeno?

— Kak xe He 3HaTb! Tako# BaXHblil uejoBek! — oTBe-
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yan HMBaHoB.— BoT urto A cKaxy Te6e, MHJOYKA: HaNok
MEHSl yaeM, MO3BOJb MOKYPHTb, H MOTOJKYEM.

Llau eule paHo; OpaTeu He BCTaBad,— Boapaau.na
Kam.

Yro 3a 6ega? [lonpocH; HAHA NOXJOMOYET...

Het, HeT, Henb3fl; UTO NMpe)kie MOXHO, TOTO Tenepb
Heb35; Tenepb HH A, HH HAHA, HHKTO He cMeeT pacnops-
XKaTbCAA: KAK MaMeHbKa MPHKaXKeT, KaK OpaTel NMPHKaMKeT...

— Jenatb Heuero. A Kak A1 npo3a6! 3Haelwb, H3MOPOCh
KaKas-ToO HIeT, XO0JOAHO H BeTep...

— Jlyweuka mosi! a wHHeAb HAa Tebe X0J0aHAaN?

— %1 MexoBOH BOPOTHHK MPHLIHJA: BOT Tbl NOCMOTPHWb,
oueHb xopowo. Tenayio elle He CKOPO COLIbIO.

Cawa!l..— ckazaaa Kard, mMosaua mnorjsgeB Ha Hero
HEeCKOJIbKO MHHYT, B TeyeHHe KOTOPbIX y Hee HayaJd HaBep-
ThIBATbCA CJe€3bl HAa rja3sa.

— Yro?

— Cama Mbl ¢ TO6OH BOBCE He MHJJHOHLLIHKH..

— BoT HoBocTb ckasana! Tak uTo X?

— Kak uto x? Hexopouo.

— Thi, KaxeTcs, xouewb naakatb? Yro 3to Takoe? Crthia-
Ho! [loaHo, MHJOYKA; noxasnyicTa, MOJHO;, HHAye Thl MeHSA
OrOpYHlIb, Thl MeHA JHIHWbL O60APOCTH... MpPaBo, M0JHO!

MiBaHoB oueHb cepbe3HO YCMOKOHBaJ CBOK O6yayluyio
noapyry. -

— Tbl 3Haewb, 4TO MO 06A3aHHOCTb O Te6e 3a60THTbCH. ..
M c uero Tebe 310 BApYr npHiusao B rosoBy? Bo-nmepBbix...
LaBai CUHTATb: Yy Te6fl eCTb NpUHiaHOe?

EcTb.

Y meHs ecTb 10M,— pa3Be 3TO MaJjo?

— CrapeHbkHii,— Bo3pa3una Kars.

Bce nopsaouHbiit, ¢ canom, He Ha rAyxo# yJHue; no-
JIOBHHA BHaA#iMbl OTAA€TCH, €CTb e XHTb... Beab Te6e B HeM
HeCKY4YHO OylaeT XHTb?

C To6oii-To? KoHeuHo.

— Hy u cnasa 6ory! Beab A cayxy, noayuwaio xaJjo-
BaHbe... 3Haelwb, MeHA o6ellalH NOMOLULHHKOM CTOJIOHAYalb-
HHKa caeaaTtb?

B camom pene?

— TIlpaBo; elte Buepa A K crapileMy COBETHHKY GyMarH
HOCHJI Ha NOM, TaK OH MHe TOBOPHJ: K HOBOMY TOAy Hefpe-
MeHHo. Bcero aBa Mecsiua nogo)KaaTb... Aa Harpax.neHHe
AaayT... Kak xe qioan-to xusyr? Passe Bce 6oraun? Cocu-
Taf, MHOro JH 60raThix Ha cBeTe?
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— Cawa, aa te6e TpyaHo OynerT...

— BoT 3T0 yX THl B310p roBopHub, He nporHesaiica! Uro
xe? Pa3sse Thl MeHsl Kak-HHOYab pa3opsitTh 6ynews? Muaas
Tl Mosi! A aas Te6A roToB... He 3HaK Ha uTo!

— [loaHo TOXe B34Op FOBOPHTDL, 1 10 CMEPTH He J06JI0.

— Hy, nocaywaii: Tenepb TBOH 6pat 34€Ch; Thl 3Haellb,
KaKo#l OH CHJbLHBIH 4eJOBEK; ero y Hac, B ropoje, cayalliHe
NpocTo Bce GOATCA; €My CTOHT CJOBO CKa3aTb — MHE MECTO
JaayT, HA YHH MOH He NMOCMOTPAT, 3@ OTJHUHE MNPEACTaBAT.
Pa3Be oH 3a Hac He nocrapaercs?

— 3910, Cawa, nioxas Hagexaa.

— Bb! emy roBopusax npo MeHs?

— KoHeuHo, roBopHJH.

— Yro X oH?

— Hudero He cka3sad.

— Hu caosa?

— Beab eMy W npexiae nucajH, Thl 3Haewb,— HYy, HH
cnoBa. OH Kak npuexaJ, Bce roBopsT, 60JeH, H TAKOH cepaH-
Thift... Ox, Cawal..

— bepa...— ckasan, 3aaymaBuncs, MBaHOB,— OH ellue,
MOXeT GbiTh, CKaXeT, UTo A Te6e He napa; MOXeT OblTh, HMeeT
KOro-Hubyab B BHAY AJIsi TeOH...

— 310 He 6ecnokolcs! — Bckpuuana Beceqo Karsa.—
Kyna A roxycb 3a uHHOBHOro aa 3a nerep6yprckoro? § no-
($paHLY3CKH FOBOPIO... CAM Thl 3HAelb, YTO MEHS NEPEeY4YHTb
Hal0, MaHep Y MeHSl HHKAaKHX; TaJlaHThl... yMel0 XO3fAHHH-
4YaTh,— TOJbKO H BCErO...

— T[loaHo,— npepBan KMBaHOB,— 3axouellb HaroBOPHTb
Ha ce6s He 3HAlO 4ero, TaK HaroBopHwb. Ecan 6 Tel 6bija H
cTpawHa coboH, H Heo6pa3oBaHHa, H Jyna, H TO BCAKHH
6bl1 66l pag NOpOAHHTbCs ¢ TBoMM 6patom. M OH, BepHo,
TOXEe pacCYHTbiBAeT... BCAKOMY CBSI3H HYXHbl; KTO Bbille
CTOHT, TOMY, NOXaJayH, elie 6oJblie HyXHbl. Mbl, ManeHbKkHe
JIOAH, KaK-HHOYAb NpoAepKHUMCA H caMH cobo#, a Te, 60Jb-
He, Bce APYr ApyroM depxartca. TBoH 6paT, MOXeT OblTb,
ype3s Te6s pacCYHTbIBAET ¢ KeM-HHOYyAb COJIH3HTbCS A
CBOHX BBIFOA; Thi MOXellb AJ Hero YCTPOHTh...

— Ox, caena#t MHJaOCTb, nepectaHb! — Bckpuuyaaa Kars,
xoxoya.— Yrto #, npuHuecca, yTo JH, Kakana? Buaute, MoeR
pykn O6yayT HcKaTbh! BHAHTe, i Takad yMHHuUa, Oyay Aeaa
ycrpouBatb!.. [loaHo, rony6unk MOH, nepectaHb TOJKOBaTh
O TOM, uero ObITb He MOXET; HH 3a KOro MeHs 6paTell He
OTAAacCT, a Haflo OAHOro y 60ra MOJIHTb, 4TO6 OH AN Te6A uTOo-
HHO6YAb caeaaJ.
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— [loroBopus 6bl TOABKO 32 MeHsi. A BnpoueM, 60r ¢ HUM!
Mtie, noxaay#, HHUEro OT HEro He HY>KHO — CaM KaK-HHOYab
cnpaBaioch... 3Haellb 4YTO, MHJIOuYKa? $l 3akypio, HeMHOro
norpeioch.

— Hy, norpeficsi,— cka3sana oHa, no6exaJja eMy 3a CIIHY-
KaMH, NpHHec]a, 3a)KrJa, nouenoBajia ero, Noka OH 3aky-
pHBaJ NamHpocy, U ceja K HeMy MobJHxKe.

OHH oveHb NMPHATHO [POBOAHJH BpeMs, rOBOPS NMYCTHAKH,
3aHHMaTeNbHbie TOJbKO AJs JiofeH B HX NOJOXEHHH, CMesich
TOMY, YeMy ApYyrde, BePOSITHO, He MOAYMaJH Obl Aaxe yJabl6-
HYTbCS.

— DbarowkH, abiM cronbom! — ckasana, Bxoad, J11060Bb
CepreeBHa.

OHa HecKoJIbKO NpeyBeJiHYHBAJA, IOTOMY 4TO [AbIMa BOB-
ce He 6bls10: nanupoca MBaxoBa noracJa, eapa 6bIB 3a)KKeHa,
a WUBaHos, 3arosopuBlunch, 3a6bia 0 Hell. Ho Jlwo6oBb Cep-
reeBHa BHe/a CBEYKY, BHIeJa CMHYKH, BHAJA, YTO TYT €CThb
IOHOLIA, HMEIOLLHH TPHBLIYKY KYPHTb,— H 3TOr0 6bLI0 A0BOJIb-
HO 1Jf TOro, 4yro6 3aCTaBHTb €€ YHXaTb H OTMaxHBaTbCA
NJIaTKOM.

— 3apascTByliTe, MaMeHbka! — cka3zan MBauoB, Bcaen
3a Kareii noaxoas uenoBaTh ee pyKy.

Crapyxa He nouesoBaJla ero B TOJIOBY HJH LIEKY, Kak
BOAHTCH, @ CJIerka TKHYJla eMy B HOC CBO€H PyKOH, TOPOIMJIHBO
o6paulasch K ABepSM.

— Uro xe camoBap He HecyT, AdaHacba? — 3aKpHuana
oHa.— DBapuH Buepa He yxuHan; 6ora B Bac Her!l.. Cep-
XeHbKa, APYr MOH, KakK Tbl ce6s 4yBCTBYellb?

Cepreii AHapeeBHY BXOAHJ B 3Ty MHHYTY B AJHHHEHILEM
TeMJIOM 1aJ/bTO, 3aCTErTHYTOM Ha BCE NMYrOBHLbl H OOPHCOBbI-
BaBLUEM ero QHrypy, HeBbICOKYIO, MJIOTHYIO, BeCbMa HeCTPOH-
HYI0, HO COBepLUEeHHYI0 (PHrypy UHMHOBHHKA, H TNIPHTOM ellle
¢ BecoM. Ero s1o 6b1J10 HH 6J€1HO, HH DYMSIHO, 8 KaKoro-To
TYCKJIO-JHJIOBATOrO 1IBETA; raa3a 6/1e AHO-3eJIeHOBAThl H 0Ny X-
Jibl, KaK CJefyeT Yy 4esJOBeKa, 3aHATOr0 KaOHHETHbIMH TpYy-
llaMH; OcaHKa oveHb BeJHuYaBa, XOTHl TaK OTUETJIHBA, IpPH-
rOTOBJIEHA, HATAHYTA, YTO MOXHO Obl1O MOAYMaTb, GyATO
Cepreit AHApeeBHY ABHXKETCH NOCPEACTBOM BHHTOB H NPYXHH.
HMiMeHHO 3Ta HenpHCTyNMHAA Heyesl0BEYHOCTb H BHYLIAAd TaKoe
6naroroBeHHe MNPOBHHUHAJbHBIM KHTEJNSAM H UHHOBHHKAaM,
BbIPOCIUHM H BOCHHTABLUHMCS B MPOBHHLIHH: OHH MHHJIH BH-
JleTb HeuTo Bbiclliee OGbIKHOBEHHBIX CMEPTHbIX B 3TOM CYlie-
CTBe, He MMeBLUeM, [O-BHAMMOMY, C HHMH HHYero o6Llero.
B npeanocaeaunit npuesn Cepres AHapeeBHua, Koraa OH
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peBH30BaJ KAaKOH-TO ye3[Hbli Cyl, BeJHUYeCTBEHHAs HapyX-
HOCTb 3TOTO CAHOBHHKA TaK MOpa3HJ/a ceKpeTapsl, YTO OH JH-
WHACA ynoTpebJieHHs f3blKa, U Ha Bce Bonpochl Cepres
AHzipeeBHUa MOr TOJIBKO BLIFOBOPHTb: «Balue npeBocxoau-
TenbcTBO...» Cepreii AHapeeBHUY 3aMeTHJ eMy BeCcbMa MATKO
H YUTHBO, YTO OH He HMeeT NMpaBa HOCHTb 3TOrO THTYJa H 4TO
eMy, cekperapio, pobetb Heuero. «Ecau 6 51 ¥ 6bla reHepan —
BaM BCe PaBHO; Bbl pa3Be HX HHKOT1a He BHAaAH? Y Bac npel-
BOJHTEJb reHepana».— «Ballle NpeBOCXOAHTENbCTBO, OH Y Hac
JOMallHHH...» — BO3pa3ns cekperapb. Cepreii AHapeeBHu C
YIOBO/IbCTBHEM paccKa3biBaJ 3TOT «aHEKAOT» CBOHM INeTep-
OYPrCKHM 3HAKOMBbIM...

[1pu Bxone storo anua MBaHoB ckoHdy3uacsa. OH 6bin
BOBCe He POOOK, CJAYXHJ HelaBHO H NOTOMY He ycrneJ npHob-
pectH OOSI3HH CTapIlUHX, GOA3HH, KOTOpPas MeX1y YHHOBHH-
KaMH ualle yCHJHBaeTCsl, HeXeJH NPOXOAHT c rogamu; Msa-
HOB Oblsl elle WKOJbHHK, elle camocrositeseH. OH KoHpy-
3UJICSA, TOTOMY YTO CeMbSl €ro HeBeCTb UTO 3apaHee HAaTOJKO-
BaJja eMy o 6paTtue, noToMy 4To B N HaTOJKOBaJH eMy, uTO
3TOT FOCMOAHH «ropaMH Bopouaet». HakoHeu, mMbicab: «Cre-
JlaeT JIH OH 4TO-HHOYAb [JA MEHSi?» — MbIC/Ib TPeBOXKHas
H OCOOEHHO MYUYHTeJbHAA, KOrAa NPHXOAHTCA HMeTb ee B
JBAajUaTh ABa roja — CMfJa MOJOJ0ro 4eJoBeKa 10 CMyllle-
HHA. OH nokJaoHuicA Cepreio AHApeeBHUY, KOTOPbIH OCTOPOX-
HO KHBHYJ eMY TOJIOBOIO, B3IVISIHYJ1 Ha HEro BOMPOCHTE/bHO H
BMeCTe DaBHOAYUIHO, BBIXKAAJ CEKYHAY, KaK BaXHoe JIHUO
BBUKHAAeT MPH MOKJIOHE [OCETHTENs, H, BHAS, YTO HH O 4eMm
He MPOCAT, HanpaBHJCA K CTOJY, rae crapbli 6ydeTyHk cra-
BHJl CAMOBAap H YalUKH.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa cJlefiHa 3a CHIHOM C BHAOM COKpY-
IIEHHbIM H MOYEMY-TO YMOJIAIOLIHM O IPOULeHHH.

— CKoJbKO pa3 f roBOPHJI, UTO He MOTY BHAETb LBETHOH
CKaTepTH Ha uaiHoMm ctoJje! — cka3an Cepreii AHapeeBHu
rJIyX0o H OTPbLIBHCTO H He obpalascb HH K KOMY OCO-
6eHHoO.

— CKoJbKO pa3, B caMOM jeJe, rOBOPHJIH! — 3aroBOpH-
na, cyersicb, Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa 6yderuuxy.— [lepemeHu
ceityac, Bce JoJioH cefuac...

— T'ne xe Macno? TapTHHKH? 4TO-HHOYAb, HaKOHelU? —
npoaoskan Ceprefi AnjapeeBuuy ¢ Bo3pacTaBluedl 3HeprHei
yeJoBeKa, Y KOTOPOro pasbirpblBaeTcsl aNnmneTHT H C HHM
BMeCTe XeJlaHHe GpaHHTbCA.

— Tae x Bce? — wymena Jliwo6osb CepreeBHa.— Jpyr
MOH, ycrnokoics, He paccTpouBail ce6Gs, 6eperd cBoe 340po-
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Bbe... [la rae e OblpuUIHH? YTO OHH nenaloT? HeyxeaH Bce
cnsit? CTynail cKa)KH WM ToTYac...

— HeMHoXKo nosgHo — ao necsitH,— 3ametH.a Cepre#t
AHnpeeBHY C TOHKOH HpOHHeR.

_— [lpaBo, HH Ha uTO He MOX0XKe! — BOCKAHKHYJAa JTII060Bb
CepreeBHa.

Katss 1 HBaHoB 6blin coBeplieHHo 3a6biThi. Mosonas
JeBYylIKAa KpacHesna H OJelHesna; HaKoHel BAPYr pelUHJach,
B351/12 XKeHHXa 3a PyKy H moiBesa ero K Cepreio AHipeeBHuy.

— Dpareu...— cka3zana oHa,— BOT MOH JXeHHX, AJek-
cauap Bacuabnu HBaHos.

Jlio60oBb CepreeBHa B3rJsiHyJa Ha Hee ¢ y)XacCOM H eaBa
He of6BapHu.aa ce6e pyKH KHMNSATKOM, KOTOpblii HaJauBaja.

Cepreil AHzpeeBHu Mellas JoOXeuKoil ua#, nonpo6oBan
€ro, HalleJs, 4TO HecJaAKo, NpH6aBHJ caxapy, KOTOPbIH MaTb
KHHYJacb MN01aBaTh eMy, H, NONPo6GOBaB elle pa3, NPOMOJIBH.T:

— Ouensb pan.

H, He npuGaBasisi HHuero Gosee, MPHHSJACH 32 CYXapH H
KpeHeJsH.

— Caunauck, Cawa,— ckasana Kars, nonasas cebe u Mpa-
HOBY CTYJ/bfl K YaHHOMY cTOJY.

Cepreit AHapeeBHY YUTHBO OTOABHHYJ HOTH, KOTOpble
meirand MBaHoBy. BeposiTHee, BnpoueM, 4TOo OH 3TO cae’nan
He CTO/NbKO H3 YUTHBOCTH, CKOJbKO 1/ COOCTBEHHOro Crno-
KOHCTBHS.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa MoJuaJja; JHUO ee BblpaxaJso CTpa-
llaHHe, MHHYTaMH Ha ee rja3ax HaBepTbiBaJHCb CJe3bl; OHa
yCTpeMJada Ha cblHa B30pbl, KOTOPbIMH, Ka3anocb, XoTeja
BBIPA3HTb, YTO OH BHAHT 06pa3uyHk MyueHHH, BBIHOCHMbIX €l0
BCAKHH neHb... OHa oyeHb [0JT0 3acTaBHjaa »xaaTtb MBaHoBa,
NOKa HaKoHel, yi0B/1eTBOPUB CepKeHbKY TPETbHM CTAKAaHOM,
Hanuna MBaHOBY 4aulKy KakoH-To GM€LHOH »KHIAKOCTH.

— Tloxany#cra, yx He KypHTe,— cKa3a/jia OHa eMy, yKa-
3piBasi raa3amu Ha Cepres AHapeeBHua,— rosoBa Yy Hero
cnaba, ropsiuka HauMHajJach; eaBa npepBaJjiH...

Cepreit AnapeeBHY cues MpPHJAHYHBIM 3aroBopHTb ¢ HMpa-
HOBDBIM.

— Bubl cayxure?

— [Ha, cayxy.

— [ne?
najnare rocyiapcTBeHHbIX HMYILECTB.

B kakom oraeneHuu?

— B xossiicTBeHHOM.

B kotopom crone?

|
w

32



— B uerseprom.

— [lo MexeBaHbIO?

— Ja.

— Y Bac ynpaBasiiolHii HOBbIH, HEJ1aBHO?

— [a, JIuBOHCKHI, npekpacHedlIHi uesoBeK.

~— %1 ero He 3HAI0 JHYHO; CAbILIAN O HEM,— OTBeuaJ 3a-
ragoyHo Cepreii AHapeeBHu.

— OTauuHblil yenoBek,— npogosxan Heaxos,— ero y
Hac Bce MoJIIOGHJIH, XOTSI H CTPOr.

— Kak xe 310? — BMewanacb Kard, uto6 nogaep>xatb
pasropop, notomy u4Tto 6partel 3amoJ4aJ,— CTpor, a ero
no6AT?

— Jlio6aT Xxopolwide JI0OAH,— OTBeuasn ed HBaHoB,— a
KTO NOXyXe, Te NpHTBopsioTca, 6yaTto Jobar. Heabsa xe
NpOTHB 061UEero rojoca roBOpHTb, UTO XOPOLUHH ueJOBeK He
o cepAly — COBECTHO; 3TO yX 3HAauHT caMoro ceGsl SIBHO
NOKa3biBaTb [AypPHbIM.

Cepreli AHapeeBHUY Bce MoJuaJ.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa Hauia, yTo MBaHOB yX CJAHIIKOM
pasroBOpHJCH H, KaxeTcsi, c6upaerca npotHBopeuntb Cep-
XeHbKe.

— $1 Aymalo, HayanbHHKY BalleMy BCe PaBHO, UTO Obl
Bbl O HEM HH AyMaJli,— 3aMeTHJ1a OHa Pe3KO H KHCJO.

Bepa Boiusa, nosaopoBanacb; HO ee NPHOBITHE HE OXH-
BHJ0 Geceabl, Aaxe He NpHGABHJIO LIYMa B KOMHATe: OHA yMe-
Ja XO[AHTb, NPHUABHraThb cebe cTy/bsl, 6paTbcs 3a BelUH KaK
TeHb — THXO, MEPHO, OCTOPOXKHO, YTO6 He 0GeCrOKOHTb ApY-
THX H CKPBITb CBO€ NPHCYTCTBHE; cTpax OblJ y Hee NOCTOAHHBIM
uysctBoM. CeB K ctosy, Bepa HeckosbKo pa3 B3aparuBana,
Koraa, B3risiHyB Ha 6partua, BcTpeuyasa ero B3rJsA, HO He
rOBOpHJIA HH CJOBA H, NMOCKOpee BbLIMHB YalIKy 4as, BCTaja
TaK Xe OCTOPOXHO H MOoWJa K CBOHM [fJbllaM.

[IpackoBbA AHapeeBHa sIBUIacb BCKOpe MocJe Hee.

— Yro x, Kara,— cnpocuna oHa nocsne o6bIKHOBEHHOTO
310poBaHbs,— NO3HaKoMHaa Thl AnekcaHapa Bacuabuua c
6paTuem?

— [a,— orBetusna Karsa.

— Buaunre nn, 6pareu,— npoaonxana [lpackosbss AHA-
peeBHa,— Mbl Tenepb B CBOeH ceMbe, TO MOXHO NPAMO roOBO-
PHTb: Bbl IPeKpPacHO caenanH, 6parel, 4To NpHeXxaJH, Bbl HaM
NOMOXXeTe B HEKOTOPbIX 06CTOATENbCTBAX.

Jlio6osb CepreeBHa cMOTpesa Ha Hee C OTYASIHHEM.

— 51 He 3Hal0, B KAKHX OGCTOATEJNbCTBAX 51 JOJKEH BaM
nomoyb,— Bo3pa3usn cepbe3dHo Ceprei AHapeeBHY,— HO
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TOJIbKO 3apaHee MpeaynpeXkaalo Bac: He B AEHEXHbIX, NMOTO-
"My UTO fl, KaK BCAKHH NOPSALOYHBIH YHHOBHHK He H3 TPywo6bl
Kakoi-HHOYyNb, B3ATOK He 6paJ, XHJ )KajoBaHbeM, a B [le-
Tep6ypre >»XH3Hb A0pOra, crano ObiTb, KalHTANOB Yy MeHH
6biTb He MOXerT.

— KanurtanoB HaM He Hy»XHO,— HauyaJja c yabibkoii [1pa-
CKOBbsl AHIpeeBHa, BHAHMO NPHHYX1as ce6Gsl 6bITb J06e3HOil
c 6paTuem.

— A 51 noaaraw, OHH-TO MMEHHO H HYXXHbl,— NpepBan
Cepreit AHapeeBHY,— A He NO3BOJIO ce6e, KOHEUHO, BMELLH-
BAaTbCsl, NOJaBaTb COBETbl, YCTPOMBATb H pacCTPOHBATH, a o
TakK NMPOCTO CNPOLIY... TAK KaK 3TO yX pelueHo, 6e3 COMHeHH,
C COrJacHsi MaMeHbKH...

— O Moii apyr!..— npoTsKHO BOCKIHKHYa Jlio6oBb Cep-
reeBHa TaKHM TOHOM, 4YTO OblI0O SICHO, YTO OHAa NpOTeCcTyer.

— be3 comHenus, maMeHbka obbAcHHaa 1 KaTepuHe H...
BaM,— nponoJxkaa Cepreii AnapeeBHu, caerka o6paTsich K
HBanoBy,— uto y KaTepHHbl cOCTOSIHHEe O4YeHb OrpaHHYeHo,
3anyTaHo, pPacCTpPOeHO; Bbl 3TO 3Haere?

— §l... caviwaa,— orBeyan, ckoHdyssacb, HBaHOB, Ko-
TOPOMY HHKOTAa HHuero He o6bsicHsana Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa,
HO KOTOpbIH 3Hasa BCe J0BOJAbHO moapo6Ho. Bosee Bcero ero
KOH(}Yy3Ha odpHuHaAbHBIH TOH 6paTua.

— KakHe xe BalM naaHbl? — NpojoJXKaJa CnpawHBaTh
Cepreii Aunpeesnu.— Yem xe 6ynpere XHTb?

HiBaHOB BcnbixHYJs; NMoA0OHBIH BONpoc, caM no cefe ie-
KOT/HBbIH, B OCOOEHHOCTH WEKOT/AHB 115 YeJOoBeKa MOJOLOTO.

— MOXHO XHTb CO BCAKHM COCTOSIHHEM,— OTBeuaJ OH.

Cepreii AHApeeBHU MpPOIJOTHJA 4al0 H YCMEXHYJCs, NpH-
KPbIBAafiCb CTAKaHOM.

— § k Te6e nucana, moit apyr CepxxeHbka,— cKa3ana
Jlio6oBb CepreesHa,— 4TO 3TO TYT 3aTeAJNOCb... TaK CKOpO,
YTO A He ycnesa H onoMHMTbcA. Tenepb, MOH Apyr, Kak Thl
caM pewHduwsb, a A 6oabuie He Mory!l..

KaTtsi B3rnsiHys1a Ha CBOIO CTapuiylo cecTpy.

— bpaTuy TyT Heuero pewarb, MaMeHbKa,— THXO BO3pa-
suna [lpackosbs AHapeeBHa,— Bbl 3HaeTe, UYTO Bbl CBOHM
cornacuem cocraBasere cuactbe Katw W Anekcanapa Ba-
CHJIbHYA, €TaJ0 ObITh, TYT H rOBOPHTb 6oablue Heuvero. O co-
CTOSIHHH HX, OpaTel, MOXKeTe TaK)Ke He 6ECMNOKOHTbCA: A OT-
nao Kare MOH 1eHbrH, YTO MHe OT KPecTHOH MaTepH OCTaB-
JieHbl; HM OyleT yeM C H3ObITKOM MPOXKHTb.

— $1 Te6e nucana, Moit Apyr,— cka3saaa eule pa3 JI060Bb
CepreeBHa.

34



— Kak Beauk Baw kanutan? — cnpocua Cepreit AHape-
eBHY cecTpy.

— [latb TeicAu py6aeii cepe6pom,— OTBeuasa OHa.

— Kanutaa!! — noropus ckBosb 3y6u Cepreit Anape-
eBHY.

— B cronnuax neHbrd aewesbl, GpaTel,— BO3pasuaa
[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa,— a 34eCb 3TO XOPOLWHH KamuTad.

— Moxer 6biTb,— CKa3aJs OH.

— M ouenb. TlocMoTpHTe, 34ech XKEHATCA CJYXKalllHe,
H MeHblle 3TOro 6epyT.

— MoxeT 6biTb; He 3Hal0.

— KoHeuHo, 6parTell, Kak KTO CTaHeT XHTb...

— Bbl TOYHO MeHs ycoBelleBaeTe,— npepBaJ OH,— MHe-
To yto Xe? Eciu BaM yroagHo 3HaTb Moe MHeHHe...

— Mbl xoTeaH NpocHTh Bac, fpaTel,— npepBaJja B CBOW
.ouepeab [lpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa,— uT06 Bbl MOCTapaJjHCh 06
OLHOM: MecTO Obl noJydiue, moBHaHee AsekcaHapy Bacuab-
eBU4y. Bam 310 Tak sierko... UTo X OH, B caMOM jeJie, TOJbKO
nucapeM...

Cepreil AHapeeBHY yabIGHYJACS W, MOBEPHYBIUIHCb K Hel
CNHHOMH, O6JOKOTHJCA O CTOJ.

— To ecTb Bbl He XOTHTe HH MHEHHS, HH COBeTa, a Tpebye-
Te nomouiH,— nporoBopHa oH,— Tak!l.. Kak Bbl aymaere,
JIerKo 3TO — [0CTaTb MeCTO? — BAPYF pPe3KO CHPOCHJ OH
HBaHoBa.

— KakoBo Mecto,— otBeuan Mpavos.— Bawm, s aymaio,
HHKOTa He TPYAHO, 0COGEHHO TaKoe HeBAaXXHOe MeCTO, KaKoe
6bl xesaa A...

OH nokpacHeJ, cKa3aB 3TO.

— Bbl noHiuMaeTe, YTO HYXKHO AenaThb AJAA 3TOr0? — Mpo-
aoskaa cnpawuBath Cepreit AHapeeBHY.

— CkasaTb TeM, OT KOro 3aBHCHT...

— To ecTb nonpocuTb Hx?

— [a.

— Y MeHs eCcTb NPaBHJO — HHKOrAa He MPOCHTb. Bl
NOHHMaeTe, s CJAHULUKOM BaX<eH, 4To6 MPOCHTb, 1 He A0JXKeH
TepneTb, ecJAH MHe OTKaxyT. Y Oyay NpOCHTb 3aMeCTHTb
nucaps; ecad Kakoh-HHOYAb COBETHHK MJHM mpeaceaare/ib He
YBaXHT Moeil npocbObi, A1 A0JXKEH CTONKHYTb C MeCTa 3TOro
COBETHHKA HJH npeacepaTtensi... Bol noHMmaere 3TH oTHole-
Hus, 3tot point d’honneur — Bbl noHumaerte?

— Ho, 6pareu,— BMewanaco [lpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa,—
3ayeM XXe BaM NpocHTb? TyT He HYXKHO HH Npocb6, HH XJOMOT,
HH 4ero-Hubyab TAakKoro, 4To6 MOrJaM cuecTb, YTO BaM AeaaloT
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ognoa:xeHue. [IpocTo uTo6 TONBKO O6pPAaTHJIH BHHMaHHE HA 3a-
CJYTH...

— Ha ubu 3acayru?

— Ha 3acayru... Boo6ue Ha Asekcanapa BacuabHua.

-— 310 Ha3biBaeTcs peKoMeHAoBaTb. 31 noJKeH ObiTb
yBepeH B TOM, KOTO PEKOMEHAYIO.

— Ho pasBe Bol He yBepeHb, GpaTel?..

— He 6ecnokofitech, cpenaiiTe oOnOJKeHHE,— NpepBan
ee MiBaHoB,— o He xenaw HHueM 3aTpyAHATb Ceprest AHape-
eBHYa.

Cepreii. AupeeBHu 3acmestcs.

— Bot BuauTe nH,— cka3as OH oveHb npHsATHO MBawno-
BY,— JKeHILHHbl HHYero He noHuMaioT. [locae Bcero, 4To A ro-
BOPIO, OHa ellle roToBa HactaHBaTbh! Bl He MoxeTe BooGpa-
3HTb, YTO TaKoe HWMeTb aeo c gamamu! B Baweid nanare
HX He OblBaeT, HeT?

— Her...— otBeuan HMBaHoB, o03anaueHHblii 3THM BAPYT
pa3BA3HbIM TOHOM.

— Jamb — 370 6Gena! ¢ npocb6aMH, ¢ NMEHCHAMH... AaH
HM HEBO3MOJXKHOE, BOT KaK OHa...

Jlio6o8b CepreeBHa 6bijla B BOCXHIUEHHH, 4To CepiKeHbKa
TaK BHE3amHO O/YLUEeBHJCH.

— 51 Bac He noHuMmalo, 6paTtel,— cKa3ana [lpackosbs
AnpapeeBHa.

— Hy, s ne BuHOBaT,— cKa3an OH, BAPYr TaK Xe BHe-
3aMHO OMPAuYHBIUHCb, BCTaJ H3-3a CTOJa H BbllleJ.

Heub npouen, no o6bIKHOBEHHIO, OAHOO6pPA3HO H TOMH-
TenbHo; Aaxe MBaHoB W Karsi 6bliH HeBecesbl, HeCMOTpH
Ha To uto [IpackoBbsi AHAapeeBHa, HeCKOJbKO pa3 3acTa-
BaBllasi HX B MOJYAaHHH H pa3lyMbe, TOBODHJA HM:

— Tlonno Bam! KakHe BH ele geTH! Maso J1H uTo GbiBaeT
Ha BeKy, Tak 060 BCeM H ropeBaTb?

Cepreit AHApeeBHY 6bl/1 TaK CyMpayeH H rpO3€eH, UTO MPOK-
TH MHMO Hero 6blsi0 cTpaliHo. Kak HapoyHo, OH He yaaJHJcs
B CBOIO KOMHATY, HO YOCTOHBAJ CHAETb B TOCTHHOH C MaTepbio
H CTAPLIHMH CECTPAMH HJH BAPYT NOAABAAJCA B 3aJe, rae Gbl-
JIH XKE€HHX H HeBecTa, NpoxarkHBaJjicsi, 6pocas B3Opbl Ha CTOJ-
6bl, MojaJepKHBaBLIHe MOTOJNOK, H OCTAHABJHBAJCHA B HEMOM
H 3arajo4HoM cO3€epLAaHHH 3THX CTOJGOB.

— Kpbiwwy Hago 6bl monpaBuTb, CeplXeHbKa,— pa3aa-
BaJjcsl ApPOXKalUH#H rooc JIio60BH CepreeBHbl H3 TOCTHHOH...—
Yro TH roBopHllb, MOH ApPYr? — chnpallHBaja OHa, He 10-
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JKAABLUKUChb HE TOJbKO OTBETA, HO H BOINPOCHTEJbHOTO MeX-
LOMeTHS.

— $1 Huyero He rosopio,— npousHocua Cepreit Auape-
€BHUY.

— Hert, 1 o kpbiie. Bce neder Het... Ox Tbl 60Xxe Moii!
Boxe Mo, 6oxxe moiil.. A TyT ewwe...

OcranbHoe cTapyxa KaK-TO LIeNTaJja HJAH BOpuaja MeXxay
B30XaMH.

HBaHoB yexan paHo, Aaxe He Q0XAABLIHCb Bevepa: HOoue-
BaTb OH He cMeJ ocTaThCA. KaTs npoBo)kanaa ero, ymoass
He 3acecTb B KaKOM-HHOGYAb OBpare H Jyylle HoueBaTb Ha 10-
pore. JIio6oBb CepreeBHa W Cepreii AHApeeBHU CJablILIAJH
3TO — W HUKTO He CKasaJ HH CJ0Ba.

H onath TOYHO Tak Xe NMPOTHAHYNOCh HECKOJbKO [HeH...

Bcsikoe npaBHAbHOE pa3BHTHe, FOBOPAT, [OJXHO COBep-
IIaThCcs MeAJeHHO, He Toponsich, 6Ge3 ckaukoB. Ortuero e
y Jiojfel, ubsi XKH3Hb HAET OAHOO6pa3Ho, 6e3 NOTpsACeHHi H
BHAHMbIX [epeBOPOTOB, CKJaAbBaeTcs no 6oJblled 4acTH
TSOKeJbiH H CKyuHbid xapakrtep? OTuero asns HHX He GhiBaer
cyactbsi? Mx 3Heprus mepexoauT B YNpsIMCTBO, H 3TO YNpSM-
CTBO MPOSIBJAETCH B NyCTAKAX, B 6pIO3)KaHbe, B MEJIKOM MpH-
TECHEHHH, HX MYXeCTBO MOJHO 3rOH3Ma, COCTPaAaHHe B HHX
yMepPJIO OT CKYKH; eCJH ocTajacb ao6pota cepiua, OHa Ka-
Kas-TO MacCHBHAas, NMOKOpPHas, Hecnoco6Hasi BOJHOBATLCA 3a
JNPYTHX, Hecnnoco6Has HeroAoBaTh, MpeaJaraiollas B yTelle-
HHe OAHO TepneHHe... NOTOMY YTO caMa OTeprnesaacb H, NpH
KOHLe XXH3HH, BhIHECJa BCIO TOCKY »KH3HH, He Haxoasd B cebe
yXKe HH CHJI, HH XKeJaHHA NMPOTHBHTbCA TOCKe H OCBOGOAHTb-
CA OT Hee; OHAa BOOGPAXKAeT, YTO H JPyrHe MOTYT NepeHecTH
TaK e Jjerko... TakoBa, ¢ peAKHM HCKJOUYeHHeM, 6oabluas
qacTb JioaeH, NpoXHBWHX AapoM... O6BHHATb HX, KOHEUHO,
He/b3sl: He Bceraa OHH BHHOBaThl. CKaXyT: KTO X Meluan
HM B MOJIOJAOCTH, KOrja elle KHMeJH CHJbl H BOJHOBaJach
H BO3MyllaJach AYila, PeWHTbCA HA YTO-HHOYAL, HA KAKOH-
HHOYAb BbIXOJ H3 MOJOXEHHSl, KOTOPOEe HEMHHYEeMO AOJMKHO
6bl10 YOHTb HX HPABCTBEHHO H He NPHHECTH HHKAaKOH BHAH-
Moii pagoctH? Kro mewan? A cpeacrBa? Kro nepeuucJiur,
CKOJIbKO NMYyTaHHLU, pa3HblX MeJKHX OTHOLIEHHH, HeXXHeHled
NeJHKAaTHOCTH, MaTepHaJbHOH HeBO3MOXHOCTH, 3alepXHBas
3THX HECHaCTHbIX JIO4eH B HX IVIYLUH, B HX Cpeje, B HX CKyKe,
3aJepXHBaAJO 00 KOHLA HPABCTBEHHOH XKH3HH, KOraa yxe
npoulsa oxoTa, 4a yXe H He K ueMy 6bljo?..

Cayyanocb, 6biBajJH NpUMepbl,— 3TH CTpallHble HacMeLl-
KH CyAbObl,-— YTO BO3MOXHOCTb CYACTbSl SIBASNACh HMEHHO
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TOTAa, KOrla yCcTaJjoMy TeJy XOTeJOoChb TOJbKO MATKOH nocre-
JH, a 3aMopeHHON ayule — 6e3/l0AbA H THIUHHBDL...

A 10 Tex nop Bce 0AHO K TO XKe Aa OLHO H TO XKe: BCTa-
BaHbe PaHO YTPOM, HH 32 uUeM, HH 3a KaKHM [eJOoM, a Tak,
NOTOMY YTO, FOBOPAT, HAL0 BCTaBaTb PAHO; NHTbe H ena, No-
TOMY uYTO 6e3 3TOro YeJoBeK He XXHBeT, XOTH ACHO Kak [eHb,
4TO TAK €MY XHTb He3aueM; KakKoe-HHOYAb MeJKOe 3aHsSTHe,
BCeria MeJ/Koe OTHOCHTE/JbHO OFPOMHOH HIEH >XH3HH, a TYT
ele MeJsbye, IOTOMY YTO COCTOHT B 3260Tax 06 3TOM XKHTbe-
6nTbe, 06 YCTPOHCTBE 3STOrO >KHTbA-ObITbA... Besakui war,
BCAKHH MOCTYNOK He BeleT HH K uyeMy, BCAKOe aeno — Ge3-
Jejbe, @ MeX1Y TeM 3TO XH3Hb...

HuKTO HHKOrga He HMeJa TepneHHs caelHTb 3a COGOH HJH
3a ApYrHMH, uTo6 BHIEeTb H OMNpeAe/]HTb BepHee rold, L€Hb,
KOTA2a B TAKOM COCTOSIHHH 4eJOBEK H3 CYIIeCTBa XXHBYLLero
CTaJ mpeBpallaThCs B CYlLeCTBO HeHyXHoe... K cuacTbio (310
CKa3aTb CTPALWIHO — K cyacTbiol), 3TO nepepoxxieHHe npespa-
1laeTcs B NMPHBbIUKY, C HHM CXHBAIOTCA He cTpanas; 6ena
TOJbKO TeM, KTO NOHHMAeT H OlJAAbIBAETCH...

3Ta XKH3Hb, rae NorH6JH H CHAb, H pa3yM, H 4YYyBCTBA,
rie ¢ HAMH BMecTe MNOru6Jo CTOJNbKO HEHayaToro neqaa, He-
COBepPLIEHHOro 106pa — 3Ta XKH3Hb CTOHT, 4TO6 HaAl HeH 3a-
AyMaTbCcA eaBa JH He 60Jblue, HeXXeJH HaL Toi, KoTopas
NOJIHA AeHCTBHA U NPHKIIOYEHHHA. Ta XH3Hb — UYTO-TO CTPAH-
HOe, TAaHHCTBEeHHOe, HepoaHBLUeecs... A KaK oHa npo3auuHa,
NoAyac CMeWHa W rpsi3Ha ¢ Buaal

Kak 6yaTo B 10Ka3aTenbCTBO TOrO, YTO 6e3 ABHXKEHHS
HHUTO XXHTb He MOXeT, CPeAH TAKOro 3aCTOsA 3TH JIOAH Bbldy-
MbIBaIOT cebe BOJIHEHHSl, YTO-TO HeCKJadHOe, HeJOrHuHoe,
YPOAJHBOE, HecJbiXaHHble TMPHYYAbl, HeBOOOGpPa3HWMble TNpH-
BHIUKH, CCOpPbI BpaxXAbl — H3 HHYero. Bce 3To LieBenHTCH,
NOAHHMAeTCA B TeMHOTe, 1eJaeT CBOe BO3MOXHOe 3.0, Je-
JlaeT KOMY-HHOYIb »KH3Hb elle TfAxXeJdee, elle TpPyaHee H
6e3oTpaiHee, MOPTHT ube-HHOYAb cepaue, yOHBAeT 4be-HH-
6yab 340poBbe, BbipaboOThHIBAeT H3 MOJOAOrO MOKOJEHHA HO-
BBIX HCKYCHHKOB B CBOIO OUepeb Bce YHHUTOXATb H NOPTHTb...

v

B oaunu Beuep (aeHb 6bi1 noutosbii, H Cepreit AHApeeBHY
NOJYYHJ NHCbMO, 32 KOTOPbIM NOCHIAJ B FOPOL H KOTOpOe
X1aJ TaK HeTepreanBo, YTO AaXKe CKa3aJ, UTo XKJeT IHCbMa),
B Beuep 3Toro AHs Cepreil AHApeeBHY L0JT0 NPOXaXKHBaACH
no 3aJjie, HaKOHeU MPHOCTAHOBHJCH H NPOH3HeC:
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— Mamenbka!

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa cKaTHJacb ¢ AHBaHa H nobexana kK
HeMYy.

— Yro Tebe, apyr mMo#?

-— [loitnemte Ko MHe,— cka3aa Cepreii AHapeeBHY.

OH yBen ee 3a co6olo, 3anep ABepH, H cOBelllaHHe Mpo-
DOJKANOCh A0 HOUuH. [louepH, He LOXKAABLIHCb KOHLA, YLUJIH
CNaTh.

Ha apyro#i nesb, ytpoM, HBaHoB sBHJicA H3 ropoaa.
Ero Bcrperuna [lpackoBbs AuapeeBHa.

— Y10 HOBeHbKOro?

— Bbl onHe? — cnpocua oH, orasabiBasicb B 3aJe.

— OgHa.

— Jla y Bac HoBocTH, [lpackoBbsi AHipeeBHa.

— Y Hac? OTKyAa HM O6biTb?

— Her, npaBo? Bbl HHuero He 3Haete, [lpackoBba AHA-
peeBHa?

— Koneuno, He 3Hal. C uero Xe 6nl A craJja oT Bac
CKpbiBaTb? pa3Be Bbl He CEMbSHHH?

— Yx 6or 3HaeT, yTo -si,— Bo3pa3us HMBawnos,— ecan 6
He Bbl... 3HaeTe, [IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa, cTaN0 6bITb, f J106-
ato KaTtio, koraa pewdics BOT ¥ ceroans npuexatb!.. [1a urto
roBopHuTh!.. I K BaM C H3BeCTHeM, TOJIbKO ¢ HeNMpHSTHBIM.

— UYto Takoe? He ToMHTe, caenaiiTe MHIOCTb!

— bpateu Baw Mmecto cBoe noreps.

— Yro BHI?..

— [lpaBo. Buepa ¢ noutoit mosyyu.au npHKasbl y Hac
B naJjare. YBOJeH, Aa TakK, NPOCTO 1ae K MHHHCTepPCTBY
He MPpHYHCJAeH. DTO Ha3bIBAaeTCss — MPOCTO 3arpemedt...

— A#, a#i, ait! — ckasana npotsikHo [1packoBbst AHape-
eBHa, BrpoueM, 6e3 yxaca, naxe 6e3 60/bLIOrO COXKaJNEHHS;
OHa 6blna TOJbKO YAHBJEHA BHe3aMHOCTbIO BCero 3TOro.

— JHonxHo 6biTb, OH 3HaJ, YTO ero yBOJSIT, Kak CloAa
exas,— npojaoJkaa HpaHoB,— npoBesan Tam yepe3 KoOro-
HHOYIb... K&K €My He npoBeaaTb? MpoBenaJ, YTO MJ0XO, Aa
H yexaa. UTto x, ans yenoBeka, KOTOPbIH B TAKOH YecTH,
B CHJe, YX Jydywe He ObiTb TYT, HaJHUO, KAK CTOJKHYT.
HenpusiTHO 3TO, AOMXKHO ObITb!

— To-10 OH H 6bl1 TAKOH CepAHTHI, KaK MpHexaJn,— CKa-
3ana B pa3saymbe [lpackoBbst AHapeeBHa.

-— EcTb H3 4ero u cepautbcsi,— oTBeuas HMsaHoB,— no-
AyMaiiTe, OH YTO MOJYyYaJs »XaJOBaHbsl, KaK »aJb... ¥ Hac
BCe TOJKYIOT, roBopst... [IpaBay ckasaTb, Kak Bce panbl...

— Pazbl? nouemy x? — cnpocHaa [lpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa.
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— Jla TakK...—— OTBeuYaJs OH, COXBATHBLIHCL.— Brnpouem,
1 1ydlle Bce CKaxKy, st Bac 06410, Kak poaHylo Marth, Ilpac-
KoBbsl AHApeeBHa. Beab Balu 6paTell yesloBeK TAKOH TAXKeEbIH,
OT KOTO HH ycJabliHilIb. EcaH 6 Bbl TONMbKO 3HAJH, NOCYLLAJH
6bl OT KOro-HWbyab, KakHe jejia OH fAeJsaJj, uTO OH JeHer
6pan... ITo yX [paBAa, YTO HA ceayxOe 4ecTHbIH 4YesoBeK
He HAa)XHBETCH, a OH...

— Ou u He HaXxuaca,— Bo3pasHaa [packoBba AHapees-
Ha, B KOTOPOH MPH 3TOM HAWBHO-AE€P3KOM OOGBHHEHHH MOJ-
HAJOCh UYTO-TO Bpole o6GHaml 3a G6Gpata.— Urto x y Hero
ecThb?

— A yero X y Hero HeT? — BCKpHuUaJj, 3a6bliBasACb, MOJC-
noii  uenosek.— [lomunyite! CnpocHTe MpHe3XHX, KTO Obi-
Baa B [lerep6ypre, uau mnocayuiaiite, 4To FOBOPAT HALLH
«BJIACTH», KOTOpble TaM K HeMy e3xaJH: o6eibl, KAPTOUHbIE
Beyepa; OH CTPAUIHO HrpaJ, HH B ueM cebe He OTKa3biBaJ.
[1pH>KaTbcA, KOMHTb [d€Hbry HeJab3s OblLI0: HYXHA POCKOLUIb,
nojaJep>aTb 3HAKOMCTBO, CBSI3H,— BCE€ 3TO [€Her CTOHJO.
[locayuwafite, 4To 0 HeM pacckasbiBaioT!..

— Ecaun 6 6b110 y Hero uto-HHOYAb, OH He 3a6biBaJl Obl
ceMbH,— npepBana [lpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa, NaJleKO He yBe-
peHHas B TOM, YTO TOBOpHJA, HO OHa O6MaHbiBajaa cebs H
NPOTHBOpPEYHIa MOTOMY, YTO 6biJIO CJAHLIKOM THAXeJ0o coraa-
CHTbCA.— Y Hero CTpaHHbli xapakrtep... HY, FOpibif, noJo-
JKHM, HO, ecJH 6 y Hero ObiJl H30bITOK, OH Obl HE OCTaBHJ
MaTepH.

— Ax, 60xe Moii! — npepsaa UBaHos,— 370 naxe 60.b-
Ho caywatb! Her, s Bam Bce ckaxy. O6 3TOM Laxe rpelwHo
MOJYaTh: Jydylle BaM COBCEM rJja3a oOTKpbiTb. [lpowabii
pa3, KakK 1 OT Bac BOPOTHJICS, 1 HA APYrOH AeHb nowesa K Ha-
uieMy ynpasJasiiouleMy naJjaroilo, NOroBOpHTb O MOHX OGyma-
rax, o paspelieHHH, MOTOMY UTO A XeHlocb. Bb momuuTe...
A-TO yX OYeHb XOpOLUIO NMOMHIO, KAK BAll 6paTell NMPHHAJ H
MOe CBAaToOBCTBO, H MeHf,— Hy, cCJOBOM, Bce. $I Toraa xXe
pewnacs o6bSABHTb, YTO MHE AAHO CJAOBO, UTO fi XEHIOCb,
B3ATb pa3peuieHHe, ytob Baw 6parteu He nmoaymaJ, 6VATO A
ero ucnyraacsa. EMy Bce paBHO, 4To 51 XKEHIOCb Ha ero cecTpe,
a MHe OH H NO0JaBHO BCe PABHO: MHE HH €ro MHJIOCTH, HH Mpo-
TeKLHH, HH JeHer ero — HHYero He HYXHO, npaso... Paau
6ora, cKa)kHTe, Tak JH A roBopio? YTo XK? A MoJod, HE BaX-
Has ocoba; HO, KaXXeTcs, BCAKHH yesloBeK, KTO 6bl OH HH Obl1,
HMeeT npaBo o cefe AymaTb NO CNpaBeAJHBOCTH, HMeeT
NpaBo... XOTb He YHHXAaTbCsl, €CAH YXX cyab6a H NMYCTOH
KapMmaH BeJAT eMYy MOJ4YaTb,— TaK, YTO JH? CKaxxHTe!
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— Uro X BH ynpasJjsiolleMy BalleMy CKasaJH? — clnpo-
cuna [lpackoBba AHapeeBHa.

— $1? Huyero; roBopuHs 0 6yMarax, KakHe MHe HYXHbI,
MPOCHN He 3ajepxaTb — H Toabko. OH uesOBeK uylecHhii,
paccrnpauidBaJ, 4TO, KakK, Mo JIO6BH JIH i XEHIOCb, HA KOM.
$1 ckazaa. Ou roBopHT: «He poaHsi a0 UHPKHHY, UTO CJAYXKHT
B... MHHHcTepcTBe?» — «CecTtpa»,— rosopio si. B to Bpems
6bl1 y ynpaBJasiiollero Haw aceccop, HepaBHo U3 [lerep6yp-
ra; OH BCTYNHJ B pa3ropop: «Kakas, roBopHr, cectpa? ¥ YHup-
KHHa HeT cecTep». 1 rosopio: «EcTb cecTpbl H MaTb; XHBYT
B nepeBHe...» [la 6o0xe Mo#! 3TO pacckasbiBaTb OTBPATH-
TesbHO. Boo6pa3uTe Bbl, UTO OH yBepsieT BCEX, UeJblH CBeT,
4YTO Yy HEro HeT POAHBIX: OTPeKaeTCs OT Bac, MOTOMY YTO Bbl
ANf Hero CJAHWKOM 6elHbl, CAHIIKOM MeJIKH... OT MaTepH!..
BHaHTe, eMy, BaKHOMY JHUY, HENPHATHO HMeTb MDOBHHLUH-
aJbHbIX POAHbBIX, Bbl HA HEro TeHb GpocaeTe... 1 yX H He MoO-
HHMAl0, UTO 3To! Kak 6yATO Bbl He B ThICAYY pa3s Jyulle ero,
6aaropoaHee ero, co BCEMH €ro MDaMOPHBLIMH JeCTHHLAMH
Ja 30JI04eHbIMH KapHH3aMH, Kak 6yaTo BaM He 6oJblie
CThig H 06Haa, 4YTO Bauwr 6paT 3roHCT, B3SITOUHHK... Her,
paan 6ora, npoctHTe MeHs! 51 M3 ce6st BBIXOXY...

«Xopouwo...» — ckazanaa npo ce6st [1Ipackosbst AHipeeBHa.

C MHHYTY OHH MOJIYAJIH.

— Bor urto,— Hauana oHa,— Bbl He TOBODHTE HHYEro
Kare HH 06 3TOM, HH 06 yBOJIbHEHHH 6paTua. Beab eMy He Bek
MOJIYaTb — CaM CKaXeT, a He CKaxeT... 1 cKaxy. Jlo6o-
MbITHO TOJMbKO, 334YeM OH MOJYHT H [JIS Yero NPUKaTHA Cloaa,
Ha YTO Mbl €MY CTaJH HYXHbl...

— UYro, eciH OH OCTaHEeTCA XHTb C BaMH? — CIPOCHJ
HBanos.

— Kro ero 3Haer! — orBeuasna oHa.— 3JT1o yx O6yaer
xyxe Bcerol..

— CaenaiTe MHJIOCTb,— CKa3asl OH,— sl CKOpPO MOJYYY
cBOH 6yMard; Kak TOJbKO OHH y MeHs O6yayT, HacTo#Te,
4yT06 MaMeHbKa Ha3HAUHJA [eHb CBAAbObl; UTO OTKJAAblBATh?
Hosa6pb Ha aBope, Tam NOCT, a TaM... 1aNeKO 3TO... YXKacHo!
Yrto TAAHYTH a0 Apyroro roaa?

— Xopouwo; nocraBaitte ckopee 6ymard. Hano sto uem-
HHO6YAb KOHYHTb.

ITouTH y BCAKOro B XKH3HH 6bIBAIOT pelLIHTE/NbHbIe MHHYTHI,
TaKHe, AJ1 KOTOPbIX HAL0 MPH3bIBATb Ha NMOMOLULbL MYXeCTBO,
XHTPOCTb, KpacHOpeUuHe, CKPENHTb cepile, 4To6 NeHCTBOBATb
H BO 4TO 6bl HH CTaJIO yCcNeTb. Y MHOTHX Takasi 60pb6a CTOHT
Ha3BaHHA 60pb6bl, 6biBaeT OKpyxXeHa 3¢ ¢deKTHOH 06CTaHOB-
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KOH, NPHHHMAET pa3mepbl ApaMbl, y OoJblueil 4acTH JloAeH
3TO MEJIOYHble XJOMOThl, LOMallHHe APA3rH, HEeHHTepecHbie
AJIA TIOCTOPOHHEro 3puTens. BHyTpeHHO OHHM CTOSIT TOro e,
TAKOH >Ke pPellHMOCTH, TAKOrO XKe CTpaxa, TAKHX e BOJHe-
HHH, MOXeT O6biTb, Aake CHJbHEHLUMX, MOTOMY YTO MeJiKHe
JIIOAH, OT HENpHBBLIYKKH K BOJHEHHAM, CMOCOGHBbI MYYHTbCH
H CHJbHee Bce MPHHHMAIOT K cepauy. Eume Hago pasobpaTb,
KaK MHOro noAlep>KMBaeT H NpPHAaeT 3HeprHH OOGCTAHOBKA
60pb6bi, XOTS Gbl M CTpaliHas, HO HapsigHas. Mbl caMH He
3HaeM, HaCKOJIbKO Mbl 1€TH, HACKOJbKO CHJbHO B Hac »eJja-
HHe MOpPHCOBATbLCHA, XOTA 6Obl B cOGCTBeHHbIX raasax. Cnop,
rae MOXHO BblKa3aTb KpacCHOpeuyHe, CUeHa, B KOTOPOH »eH-
LUIHHA MOXET PacCUHTbIBATb La<e HAa CBOH 3(pdeKT KpacoThl,
obpallleHHe K CyAy cBeTa HJH Npe3peHHe 3TOro cyaa, Aaxe
pockolHas yb6opKa KOMHaTbi, TAe NMPOHCXOAHT AeHCTBHe,—
BCe 3TO YBJeKaTe/bHO; 3TO CUeHa H3 pOMaHa; Cbirpas ee, ee
MOXHO paccKasblBaTb; TpeneT B OXHIAHHH €€, 3K3aJbTaUHH
BO BpeMs 1eHCTBHS, HHTEPECHOe MCTOULeHHEe CHJl HPABCTBEH-
HhIX H (pH3HUECKHX MOTOM — BCEMY 3TOMY AOJXHbl HalTHCb
H HadayTtca couyscTBylouwHe... Ho rpy6blii TONIK BKpHBbL H
BKOCb, C MPHBA3KAMH K Ka)AOMy CJOBY, C MNOAHHMaHbeM
BCEro CTaporo x/Jama, ctapoil Bpaxabl, Ho o6HAHble, HEB3BeE-
LIeHHble CJA0Ba, KPHKH, 6ecnopsilok Kpyrom, Kakoe-To 0CO-
6enHoe, Heo6pa3oBaHHoe O6e3o06pa3He paccepXeHHbIX JHLU,
NpHcayra, KOTopasi BbirJisiAbiBaeT H3-3a aBepeid... He orpom-
HOE JIH MYXXEeCTBO HYXHO TOMY, KTO peliaeTcsi Ha nofo6HYI0
CUeHY, Ha NOonLo6HYyI0 60pbly, B KOTOPOH K TOMY e H ycnex
COMHHTE/IbHEE, HeXXeJH Yycrnex TOH HAH APYrod H3AULHOH
60pb6bl? Tam no kpaliHel Mepe BbICAYLIHBAIOT H HHOTAA YCTY-
NaloT H3 NPHJIHUHA...

[TpackoBbs AnapeeBHa oGeuiasna HMBaHOBY nocrapartbes
H YCTpPOHTb Aena ero. OHa, OAHAKO, MeJIH/Ia HAYHHATb, YTO
JNOBOJIBHO TTOHATHO.

«[IpH HeM HelOBKO,— ayMaJja OHa,— elle BpeMs TepPNHT».

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa 6blsia NOrpy»eHa B TaKyl0 FOpPeCcTb H
nocei1ana K Heby Takve B3AOXH, YTO Ha Hee He/b3d Oblio
cMoTpeTh 6e3 HekoToporo coaporaHus. Bepa Oblia 3eneHa
oT cTpaxa, Kara — cepauTa, 60r 3Haer 3a 4To, Ha XKEHHXA,
KOTOpBIH MoKa3aJjcsi efl HeBecesl. bpareuw TonbKO XO0AHJa MO
KOMHaTaM H OTKalUJHBAJCA.

HBaHoB yexan Bedepom; KaTfi npoBoaH/a €ro Ha KPblib-
IO H, He 3axOAf B [OM, OTMPAaBHJACb B CBOIO CBETEJKY.
OcranbHoe o6LlecTBO BCe OCTaBajJoCb B TOCTHHOH.

— Jloaro eute 6yaeT cloAa TaCKaTbCA 3TOT MOJOAYHK? —
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cnpocHa Cepreit AHApeeBHY, Koraa nporpeMena TeJera
HBaHosa.

[TpackoBbs AHapeeBHa NOHAA, 4YTO ITO OTHOCHJIOCDH K Hell;
y Hee 3awyMmeno B ywax. OHa nopymasna, uto Haao roBo-
DHTb Tenepb.

— Benb 3710 xeHux KaTh,— oTBeuasa oHa CBOHM paBHO-
AyUIHBIM TOJIOCOM, He MOAHHMas rJa3 OT LUHTbA.

— Pa3sBe 3TH raynocTi Bce elule npojonxaiotes? S no-
JaraJ, YTo YX Nnopa H KOHYHTb.

— §1 Toxke ayMalo, 4TO NoOpa CKOpee KOHYHUTb, MOBEHYaTb
HX,— cKa3ana IlpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa THXO H OTHETJ/IHBO.

Cepreit AHapeeBHY, NpOTHB OGLIKHOBEHHs, He 3aMoOJ-
yaJg.

— Ax 1ol Mol Goxe! §I, KakeTcsi, pyCCKHM S3bIKOM To-
BODIO, UTO 3TO B3A0p, 6e3yMHe, cyMacluecTBHe, a Bbl Bce elle
cBoe! Bce elle WX BeHYaTb Hano?

— Kako#t xe 3T0 B3aop, 6parteun? — cnpocuaa [lpac-
KOBbSi AHApeeBHa, He BO3BBILIARA roJsoca.

— 370 yMHO, mo-Bauiemy?

— TIlpucrpouts Katio? YMHo.

— 3T0 yMHO, No-BallleMy, CAaTb Bally CeCTpPY... He 3HAl0
KOMY, MaJjbuyHllKe... KoMy nonano? Hu kKosna HH ABOpa, HH
3HaueHHA, HH o6pa3oBaHHA... Bbl ckaxkeTe nocJe 3Toro, 4Tto
Bbl 0 Hel 3a6oTHTech? Gepexere ee? seneete? Bbl et «BTO-
pas maTtb»?.. CnpocuTe npex/ie nepBylo: BOT OHa, HAJIHUO —
paayeT ee YCTPOHCTBO 3TO? HpPaBHTCHA eH?

— MawmeHbka 6bl1a He npoub,— Bo3pa3usa [lpackoBbf
AHapeeBHa nocnelwHo, 4To6 He naThb BpemeHH Jlio6osu Cep-
reeBHe BCTYMHTbCS.

— Hy, na Beab s Bac 3Halo! Kak Bbl ¢ HOXOM K ropay
NPUCTYNHTE, Y Bac BCAKHH OyneT He npoub...

— bpareu! — Bo3pa3una oHa Tak KPOTKO, Kak He cMeJa
oxHaaTh Bepa, B3r/isiHyBlIasi HA Hee OTYAAHHBIMH rJ1a3aMH,—
MaMeHbKa BaM caMa MOXeT CKa3aTb, 4TO € 3TO HPaBHJOCh;
HBanoB noBosbHO o6paszoBaH ans Kartu... Beab u Kara He
H3 yueHblx, Opareu.

— Kro X, Kak He Bbl, noMewaad MHe AaTb e o6pa3oBa-
HHe? He Bbl JH caMu Bcerja HacTOHYHBO Tpe6oBaJiH, uTO6
OHa ocTaBaJach 31eCb, NPH Bac?..

— Tlo3BonbTe,— npepsBana [lpackoBba AHapeeBHa,— 5l
HHYero HacTOHYMBG He TpeboBasa; BaM OblO... HeEKoOraa
3aHATbe Kateit. [da 370 M Kk ayuwemy, 6patel: oHa 6bl TaM
NPHBBLIKJAA K POCKOLUH, BblyuHJach Obl, He 3HAlO, MHOTO JIH...

— Bbl 10BOAbHBI, YTO CaMHM HHYEro He 3HaeTe, Bbl M3
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3aBHCTH He XOTeJH, 4To6 MoJ04as AeBylIKa 6blla BOCMHTAHA
KaK cJeayer...

— He rpewmure, 6pateu,— npepBasa OHa, BCMNbIXHYB H
BAPYr yAepXKaBUIHCb,— Bbl MOHSTHS He HMeeTe, Kak sl J106-
g0 Katio: s 6bl XKH3Hb orAaJga, 4yTo6 oHa 6blia Kak Bce...
HO MHe ee cuacTbe Bcero aopoxe. Hy, uTo Xk, Bbly4HJH Gbl ee
TaM MeTb, TaHUeBaTb, aHTJMHACKOMY A3bIKY... UTO X B 3TOM
6eaHol aeBywke? Kyaa el uarH notom? Beab ona GeaHa;
XeHHXa 06pa30BaHHOrO eft 6bl HHKOTAa He HaiTH. Bl ayuwie
CcaMH 3Haere: BCAKHH HlleT 6GoraThix. B rysepHaHTku?.. boxe
ee coxpaHd d nomuayi! Uro6 A gonycTHsa MOIO AE€BOUYKY
MATH 32 KYCOK XxJe6a B 4yxHe JIOAH, CHOCHTb YyXHe Kaf-
pu3bl... [ocnoan, s U BooGpa3uth He Mory! He rosopure,
6paTel; ecqiH B BAaC ecTb Kanas JioOBH K HaM, H He MOMH-
HailiTe MHe 06 3TOM!

— HemHOXKO NM0O3AHO W MOMHHaTb,— Bo3pa3usa Cepreii
AHjapeeBHY,— Bbl CaMM BCE 3TO YCTPOHJIH; BaM, KOHEUHO, Bce
JIOJIAHO Ka3aTbCsl MpeKpacHo ycTpoeHo. Ho Bam uwenwiii ceer
CKa)<eT: raymo, rayno, rayno. Jlyuuie aeBylike GHTbh r'yBep-
HaHTKOH...

— Ho oHa He MoxeT, OHa HHuero He 3HaeT! — BCKpH-
yana [IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa.

— Hy, noma cuaetb, B 1eBKaxX OCTaTbCsl, YeM BBICKOUYHTb,
MOBTOPSAIO, 32 KO0 MONaJo, ¢ yJHIbl, 338 NHCAPHILUKY,— CpaM
CKasaTtb!

— T[lo3BoabTe, 0AHAaKO, 3a YTO TaKas ropAOCTb? -— INpe-
pBana IlpackoBbss AHipeeBHa,— Bbl CaMH pa3Be He HauH-
HaJ{ CJAYXHTb?

— He ¢ nucape#t 1 HauuHaa, He ¢ nHcapei, He ¢ nyicapei!

Cepreii AHapeeBHuY yXXe KpduaJ.

— 3Halo A 3T0,— BO3pa3Hja cecTpa,— Ja BeAb He je-
LeBO CTOMJIO H BblyYHTb Bac, 4To6 Bbl He B MHcaps nonaJau!

— He Bbl 3a MeHs nuiaTHaH, cecTpHua!

— $1 He roBopio 3Toro.

— 4, kaxercs, BaM He 005I3bIBaJICSi MOHM BOCIHTaHHeM,
BaM YrogHO CUHTaTh...

— [lonHoTe, 6partel, 4YTO Bbl NpPHBA3bIBaeTechb? 4TO A
cuuTaw?

— C yero Bbi B3sJ1H, 4TO 1 NpHBA3bIBaloch? §1 Bac oveHb
noHuWmaio, ouenb! 1 Bac gaBHO 3Halo: Bbi HauHeTe ¢ MBaHOBa
Ballero, a s 3Halo, Kyaa Bbl KJOHHTe!.. HM3BoJbTe mpopo.-
JKaTb... YTO XK? sl FOTOB, Hy-C?

— UYro BaM yroaHo?

— Bam yrogHo, a He MHe... MHe Bce paBHo! BaMm yroaHo
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CYUHTATh [JOXOAbl BalllH, MOBEPATb... MOYeMy § 3Haio, TYT
He noiMellb!

— YK H BHIHO, UTO Bbl CaMH ce6sl He MOHHMaeTe,— OTBe-
yasa [lpackoBbs AHapeeBHAa ¢ OGHAHOH H CNOKOHHOH yJaHIO-
KOH,— Bbl XOTHTE CKa3aTb OJHO, a KaKk BEPTHTCHA Yy Bac B ro-

JOBE 1pyroe, crapoe, HEMOKOHHBl Bbl — TaK BaM H KaXKeTcs,
6yATO H ApYyrHe BCe K TOMY Xe€ KJOHAT...
— K uemy? H3BosbTe cKa3aTb! — BCKpHYaJ TIPOMOBbBIM

rosocoM Cepreii AHapeeBHU.

— Ox, rocnonH! — 3acroHana Jlio6osb CepreesHa.

Bepa npupocna k mecry.

— K uemy? uyrto BaM Kaxerca? — npogokaa Cepreit
AHapeeBHuy.

— Huyero,— orBeuana oxa.— [losiHote, O6paTeu; Bb
CaMH 3HaeTe, He CTOHT BOpOYaThb, Yero He BODPOTHUIb; 4TO
u ropoputb! He ynpek BaM — coxpaHH MeHsa rocnoaH! — a
KaK He CKa3aTb, NOHeBoJe HHorga noaymaeuwsb... Bpareun,
Bedb MO Baluell MHJIOCTH BOT y Hee H y MeHsi HeT HHYero! Bu
HEeXHJIHCh TaM, @ Mbl 3JeCb CTapble TPANKH A0 AeCATH JeT
nepeliHBasH Aa tackaau! bor ¢ BamH, 60r Bam npocTHT — OT
Bcero cepaua rosopio! Ham yx Tenepb HHYEro He HYXHO,
aBOCb Bbl HaC He MPOroOHHTE, yMepeTb AaAHTE B CBOEM YIay,
B otuoBckoM aome.. Ho Kario MmHe »xanab, KatH MHe 10
cMepTH xaab! Efi Heab3sl Tak KHTb; ed Hal0 Kyaa-HHOYIb
yiTH, yTO6 H XH3Hb He mponana, Aa ytol TaKOH HYXAH, Ta-
KOro ropsi He BHAETb. 332 YTO OHA H3MYYHTCA, KaK Mbl H3-
MYUYHJIHCb?

— Bor, Moi#t apyr, BOT ueablt BeK 3TO cabiwy! — BCKpH-
yasna Jlio6osb CepreesHa.

— H3BuHHTE, MaMeHbKa, Bbl 3TOr0 HHKOTAa He CJabiXa-
JaH,— Bo3pa3uaa [IpackoBba AHapeeBHa,— fi B nepBHii pa3
roBOpIO, 1@ HeJlb3s XKe H He cka3aTb. Urto X 370 6yaer Takoe?
Y H nocaeaHeil He MOXKHTb Kak xoyercaA? Mbl 6eaHbl, HeOO6-
pa3oBaHHB — aa, rocnoax! cuacTtbe AJs BCAKOro ObiBaeT, H
AN HAac Hawescsa Obl OelHblH HeoOpPa30BAHHbLIA 4eJso-
BeK...

— Huwmux 3aBoautb,— npepsan Cepreit AHapeeBHUY,—
XHTb, K&K B KOHYpe...

— bpateu,— Bckpruana ona,— no6oitech 6ora! 4To BH
Bce ¢ 6oratcTBoM! Bbl NpHBBLIK/IH, UTO BCe BaM Aai pocKoOLl-
HOe, Bbl yX Ge[HOro 4YesJ0OBEKa 3a YesOBeKa He cuHTaere. Bu
yX AymaeTte, 4To 6elHOMY HHYero H He HYXXHO H HHUYEro OH
He JIOCTOHH, a ecJH 6Or H MoCbl1aeT eMy YTOo-HHOYIb, Bb Ha
3TO ¢ TaKHM Npe3peHHeM CMOTPHTe, UTO TPelHO MPOCTO...
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He BceM G6biTb 6oraTbiM fa YHHOBHBIM; KakK elle KOMY
yaacTCH...

— Uro BB 3THM HaMepeHbl CKa3aTb? — MpepBaJ, BeCb
nokpacHes, Cepreii AHapeeBuu.

[IpackoBbs AHApeeBHA B3r/IsiHYy/Na HA HEro MNPHCTaJbHO
H 3acMesaach.

— Ax, Gpareu, Bbl 3a6aBHbiit uenosek! Bor uro 3Hauut
HeNOKOHHbIM ObiTb: HAa BCAKOM cJoBe Bce MepelwuTtcs! Uro
A XOouy ckKasartb?.. Huuero; Bbl camu 3HaeTe...

— Uro Takoe-c?

— JHa camu Bbl 3Haerte. [las yero § CTaHy IpH Bcex
00bABJAATb, KOTAA Bbl CKpblBaeTe? 4TO 3a NPHATHOCTb?

— $1 Hu OoT KOTO HHUero He cKkpbiBalo. M3BosbTe TOBOPHTD.

— Hy, 6e3 mecta Bbl Tenepb, Bac OTCTaBHJIH.

[1IpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa roBopHJa OCTOPOXHO: OHaA K JjaJja,
4yTO MaTb ynajer B oOMOpOK; axHysaa Toabko Bepa, u TOo TH-
XOHbKO: OHa Gosnachb nyratbes. JIiob6ob CepreeBHa He TOJb-
KO He ynana B OOMOpOK, HO JAa)ke 3acMesijachb AOBOJIbHO
npe3pHTeabHO.

— Bot BaxHOCTb Beanka! — cka3ana oHa.

— Bbi 370 rae, nox Kakoio ABepbIO NOACAYLIANH? — CIPO-
cun Cepreii AHnpeeBHY, 3a10XHYBLIHCH.

— 51 nomcnywuBaTh He HMelo NpuBbIUKH. MHe HBaHoB
CKasan: B rOpofe NPHKa3bl MOJYYeHbl.

Xyxe He morsa caenatb [Ipackosbsi AHopeeBHa, KaK Ha-
3BaTb MBaHoBa.

— Uro Xk Bbl 3TO O6bABASIETE C TAKHM CTPAaxoM? — Mpo-
pomxan Cepreit Aunpeesuu.— Koro Bbl AyMaJju HcnyraTb?

— He ucnyraTtp, a A nonaraio, HeBeceso JHIIHTLCA Ta-
KOro Mecra.

— A Bl aymaete, 1 UM DOpOXHA?.. [la noyeMy Bbl 3Hae-
‘te? 51, MoxeT G6biTb, CaM XOTeJ, €CaM MNPOCHJI, uTOO MeHs
YBOJIHJIH?

— Jla,— noxatBepausa JIi060Bb CepreeBHa,— H3 Uero Thl
TOTYAC 3aKJIO4YWaa, YTO TBOH OpaT JHLIEH MeCTa, BbIFHAH,
obecyelleH? M3 yero? yeMy Tbl panyellbes?

— 51 He panyioCb... a A He MaJeHbKHH peGeHOK, NOHHUMAIO,
4YTO 3TO BOBCEe He Xopowo, He 6e3aesHua...

— Takas 6e3nennua, Takoh B3AOP, UTO 1 MATYLUKe A3aBHO
CKa3aJl, H OHa HHCKOJbKO He GeCMOKOHTCS.

— UYero xe Bbl caMu-TO, GpaTell, roJ0BY MOBECHJH, €CJH
3TO B340p, HHuero? Buano, ve B3pop!.. O6MaHbiBaliTe RpY-
THX, @ He MeHs.

— Ouens xopouwo-c. Tonbko K 4yeMy 3TO BeneTr?
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— UYro?

— Jla BOT y10BOJILCTBHE Balue, PalOCTb Balla, YTO Ball
6paT BbirHAH M3 cayXO6bl, KAK BOp H MOLIEHHHK, YTO OH He
FOAHTCA HHKY/a, 4TO BOT OH rOJIOBY MOBECH/ H BCAKHHA MaJb-
YHIIKA NPHKa3 YHTaeT, palyeTcs, YTO CTEPJH ero C JHua 3eM-
JH... 6paTta Balero? ¥ Bac OH OJHH, Ka)keTcsi, ojHa Balla
onopa, Ha KOro Bbl MO)eTe HalesiTbCH...

— TouHo oauH! — Bckpuuana Jlio6osb CepreeBHa H 3a-
pblaana.

ITpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa oOcTaBajacb XJaAHOKPOBHA.

— Ha Bac-to HagesiTbcst, 6paTeu? — CNpocHaa OHA CMO-
KOMHO; HO roJioc ee 3ByuaJ pe3Ko M cTpaHHo.— [la uto X
HaM Ha BAC H HajeAaTbcs? ¥ Hac, K CYacTHIO, He ObLIO K BaM
npocb6 HHKAKHX H, AyMaJH Mbl, BeK He 6yaet. Bot, B nepBuii
pa3 cay4Haoch, NpocHaa st Bac 3a Asnekcauapa Bacuabuua...

— 3a koro?

— Jla Bce 3a )eHHxa 3Toro! — ckasana Martb ¢ OTBpa-
LLeHHEeM.

— Bce 3a xeunxa,— noBtopuana [IpackoBbs AHapeeB-
Ha,— npaBo, A HalesAnachb, UTO Bbl XOTb pa3 UTO-HHOYAb AN
Hero caenaete. Yto x Bb? «Het»,— HaoTpe3. UTo X Bbl Ham
3a noanopa? M uto xx Ham y6HBATbCH, KOrAa Bbl MecTa JH-
WwHaucb? Bce paBHO, Kak 6b 8 O NOCTOPOHHEM MoOXa-
Jena...

— O noctopoHHeM? — noBropua Cepreit AHapeeBHU.

— Bor owno, Bot! BoT n060Bb! BoT, Mo#t apyr, uTo A BbI-
Howy! — BckpHuyana Jlio6osb CepreeBHa.

— Tak A BaM uy>XOH, NOCTOPOHHH? Bbl cuHTaeTe MeHA
uyxuM? — HactauBan Cepreii Anapeesuu, Bce 6aHxe H 6JH-
Xe MoAXoas K cecTpe.

OHa B3rJasiHysna npHcTa/bHO €My B JIHLO, KOTOPOE COBCEM
HaKJOHHJIOCb K HEH.

— A Bbl YeM Hac cyMTaeTe? POAHBIMH? — CMpPOCHJIA OHa
THXO H NPOTSXKHO, TAK 4YTO OH cMyTHAcA. — [loaHoTe, 6paTel;
Heyero TONKOBAaTb, HEYEro CNOPHTb, HeYero CYHTaThCH; Gyaer,
JOBOJbHO TOro, YTO ecTb. Bbl HHUero AnA Hac He caenaJ,
H HE XOTHTE /1e/1aTb, H He clles1aeTe; Tak H ObiTb; XHBHTE cebe,
KakK BaMm nokofiHee. Mbl BaM He MeliaJaH H He 6yaeM MellaThb;
caenalTe MHJIOCTDb, YK W Bbl HaM He Mmewwaiite. Bol cebe nocay-
XHBaAHTeCb A0 K3aKOro XOTHTE 4YHHA, @ HaM YX MO3BOJbTE
OTAATb CECTPY 3a MHCAPA: 3TOrO €CaH H CTOJKHYT C MecTa,
TAK He TaK elle Ba)KHO... Ada M CpaMy Takoro He Oyner...
[TosaHo, oanako. IlokoiiHoit Houu. Ilo#gem cnatb, Bepa.

Bepa MawHHaabHO H nocnewxo cobpana cBoe WHTbE, CKa-
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3ana: «[lokoHHOH HOYH»,— BbILIJIA H3 KOMHATbI, HO 33 ABePbIO
3TOH KOMHaThi CTapluas cecTpa Obli1a NPHHYXKAeHa NOiXBa-
THTb €€ MOA PYKH H N03BaTb AEBYLIKY, 4TO6 NOMOYb OTBECTH
ee B cBeTesKy. MaTh 1 6paT, OCTaBaBlLUIHECA B TOCTHHOMH, CJbl-
IIaJH, 4TO B KOPHAOPE YTO-TO NMPOHCXOAHUT, H, AOJIXKHO GbiTb,
Aa)ke JorajaJjHch, B yeM paeso, notomy 4to Jlio6osb Cepre-
eBHa nporosopHaa: «Hy, 3Toro Toabko HeanocTtaBano!» —
HO HH TOT, HH Jpyras He [ABHHYJHCb C MecTa.

Cepreit AHApeeBHY cHjien MoJ4a H CTydyasa Mo CTOJY
naJjbLaMH; OH NMOHHK ros10BoiH H 3aayMmaJcs. Jlio6osb Cepre-
eBHa J[0Jro CMOTpesa Ha Hero, He MpepbiBas MOJYaHHA,
NOTOM MOHHKJAA TroJOBOH, 3aAyMaJjach H HakKoOHel cKasaJja:

— Jlpyr MoH, i HeAoyMeBalo...

H, Buas, uto Cepreil AHipeeBHU He CJBILIHT HJH He CJy-
IIaeT, OHa BCTaja H MOLOLUNA K HeMy.

— Tbl ckpbiBaewb ot MeHs,, apyr Mmoi CepXKeHbKa...

— Uro Ttakoe? — cnpocua Cepreii AHipeeBHU HeTepre-
JHBO, MOTOMY 4TO NpPepBaJiIH ero pa3MbllUJEeHHS.

— Bot wuro... Tloroau, apyr Mo#, cTyuyaTb no cTo.ay,
OocTaBb Ha MHHYTY... JTa 6Ge3yMmHasi, ApYyr MoOH... 1 cama He
3HAl0... OHA MEHA B TaKoe COMHeHHe NpHBeaa... Tbl, APyr Mo,
OT MEHSl CKpblBaellb...

— Jla uto A ot Bac ckpbiBat? Bhl, Kaxercs, Bce cabl-
IIaJH, 1 BaMm elle Buepa, TpeTbero AHSA, CKa3aJj, YTo sl yBO-
JieH,— BOT H Becb ceKpeT. Urto » elle CKpbiBaTh?

— Her; nocaeacrsus, CepxeHbKa...

— KakHe nocaeacrausa?

— [locaeacreus, apyr Mo#... [IpH yBOJAbHEHHH, OObIK-
HOBEHHO...

— Hy, noa cya MeHs oTaaayT — XOTHTe Bbl CKa3aTb?
He oTnanyr, notoMy uto He MHe OAHOMY TOTrAa MOXeET MpPHHt-
THCb TJIOXO.

— 1 Bce-takH, Mo#t apyr, HemokoHHa. Ecan Thl Tam 3a-
6bls1 Kak-HHOYAb yCTpOHTb... [loroau, noxaayicra, cTyyath...
Ecau Tbl yTO-HHOYAb yNyCcTHA H3 BHAA...

Cepreii AHapeeBuu GpOCHA O MO/ HanepecToK, 3a6biThbil
CecTpaMH H NMOMaBLUHHCA eMy MOA PYKY.

— Pa3Be 1 maJjeHbKHii pe6eHOK?

— He ropsauncs, apyr Mo#, paau camoro 6ora, ycnokou
cebs. 5 5T0 Kak Math rosopio. Thbl MHe odHa oTpana... JTa
6e3ymHas te6a B3BOJIHOBaJa.

— HHkTO MeHs He BosaHOBaJ, C 4ero Bbl B3fJH?

— Her, oHa meHs, apyr Mo#, Kak MaTb ockop6Haa B Tebe,
MNOTOMY 4TO OHa B Tebe OCMeJIH1acCb COMHeBaThbCH, MOAO3pe-
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BaTb TebA... I 6bl 0HO XOTeNna 3HATb, Kak Xe 3TO TaK, Kakue
NPHYHHBI BCETO 3TOrO...

— Yero?

— Bot 3Toro, Apyr Mo#... TBO€H OTCTaBKH.

— Bor! a Bbl ynpekaere, uto [IpackoBbs AHapeeBHa
BO MHe coMHeBaercsi! CaMu 4TO Bbl AejaeTe? Bbl BO MHe He
COMHeBaeTech? Bbl MeHsl He noao3peBaeTe? S B Bawux raasax
He BOp, He MOIUEHHHK? He npsAMo MeHs B CHOHpDL?

-— CepxeHbKa, ApYr MOH, paaH 6ora, ONOMHHCb, YTO Tbl
roBopHwb? UYTto XK A cKasana? uto XK f TaKoe Mor/ja BH-
pasuTb?.. .

— Kak uto? Bbl npuunHbl cnpawusaere! Bl crnipalivBae-
Te, 32 4TO MeHs1 oTcTaBHaH! [loauTe cipocHTe 3a uTO — BaM
CKaXyT; MmoauTe »eHuxa 3T1oro cnpocure! Iloaurte, moaute
B ropoj, B ye3AHbl# CyA, B 3eMCKHH CyA, B [OJHLHIO, ¥ BCA-
KOTO CTOPOXKa NOJAHTE CnpaliMBaiTe, OHH TOJKYIOT, OHH Bce
3HAKT, OHH BaM TaK OOBACHAT, UTO MOH BO3JKO6JEHHbIE ce-
CTpHUbl Bo3paaytoTces. [Tloaure!

— Kyna xe MHe nofitu, CepxeHbka? — npou3Hecaa B
yxace Jlio6osb CepreeBHa.

— Kyana xotute! Bam paccka)XyT, KaK Ball CblH MHJLJIHO-
Hbl Hakpaa. Ecan 6 s1 ux Hakpas, MeHs 6Gbl He MPOTHAJMM...
Ho cBaab6bl 3TOH 51 He Xouy, 3TOH cBaAbbe He ObIBaThb — A
BaM roBOPIO: He Xouy; 4To6 H cjoBa o Hell He 6blio! Man mosn
HOra 34ecb He 6yAeT, HAH A OT BAC OTKAa3biBalOCb — M Bbl MEHH
BOBEKH He yBuaHTe! 5l 3aech HHUEro He BHXKY, KpoMe ocKopb.ie-
Huit! Jlioau, Kotopble MHe BceM 06si3aHbl, NM03BOJSIOT cebe B
OTHOWEHHH MeHsA... Jla XOTb 6bl OHH COUJIH, 3TH CECTPHLUH, MO
KONeHKe COUJMH, Uero CTOWJIa HX XKH3Hb, TPANKH HX, MHTbE,
ela, ojexJaa, CTOJ, HapsAAbl, Kycok Bcskuid? Yro, mano?
Henb3st 6b1210 MPOXKHTb MO NATHAECATH AYW KAKHX-HHOYAb? —
Buanre, s npoxua! A ux o6obpan na Bce npokytua! Becco-
BecTHble! Tam TpyAMIUbCA, CAYXKHUIb, KaK Boa paboTaellb,
34ecb 1pHexaa — BOT 4TO B ceMbe!

— CepxeHbka, Apyr Mo#i! — NMporoBopH.Ja oueneHeBLUIas
Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa.
— 3, noaHore! — BO3pa3na OH, MaxHyB PYKOH, oTxoas

H NPHHHMAACHL LIAraTbhb MO KOMHaTe.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa THXOHbKO MNJakaJa.

— §l 3aBTpa BeuepoM yeay,— cKa3an OH.

— Kypna, mo#t apyr?

— Ax Tbl Mo#it 6oxe! He B Amepuky! He c uem, XxoTb,
roBopsAT, H HaxKHacsA... Kyaa-#u6yap yeay. 3aechb s XHTb He
mory. MHe cayxHuTb Hapo6Ho. Hafo MecTo noayuuThb, A0CTaTh
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CKopee, a TO, B CaMOM jeJe, 106poxesaTe]d Aa CeCTPHLbI
NOBEPSAT, YTO MeHS B CINHHY BHITOJKAJH.

— Kakoe xe Tbl Mecto HaMepeH, CepxKeHbka...

Cepreit AuppeeBru pacxoxoTaJcs.

— Hy, nonnmaere au Bbl uTO-HHGYAL nocsae 3Toro? Hy,
4TO Bbl CNpalliHBaeTe: Kakoe MecTo? KTO »Ke MOXeT 3TO CKa-
3atb? [louemy x s 3Ha? Beab MHe Hajo npHexaTh aa no-
CMOTpETb, MOXJONOTaTh, HAAO0 HaJHUO ObiTb, Ha TrJa3ax.
Otciona uto caenaeb?

— Tak aas 4yero x Tt ye3xaan u3 [lerepbypra, apyr mo#?

— UYT0? — BCKpHYaAJ OH OueHb FPOMKO.— 3aueM 51 CIOAA
npuexana? [la, s BaM B THArocTb, KoHeuHo. Korpa Bbl Morau
XKAaTb OT MeHsl 4TO-HHOYAb, Bbl He CrnpaluMBaJjH, 3auyeM f
npHe3xaJ.

— CepxeHbKa, ApYr Moill.. ,

— Bam yroaHo 3HaTb, 3auyeM s npHexaa? HaposbTe.
CecTep ewe o6upaTb npHexas. JleHbrH MHe HYXHbl. Mecta
napoM He poctaHeuwsb. [lyctb MHe IlpackoBbss AHapeeBHa
OTJAaCT CBOH NATb THICAU: 51 Yepe3 Mecsl 6yny HMeTb MecCTo,
3Hal0 Kak, 3Hal0 4pe3 Koro...

— Heyxeau, CepxxeHbka?

— Kak Hesib3s BepHee. A Bbl TYT 3aTesl/IH 3TOr0 NoibsAye-
ro BeHYaTb — OYeHb HYXXHO! KOHeuHO, ec/lH OHa pellnJa, 4To
otaaer KarepuHe 3TH JAeHbrH B MpPHAaHOe, MHe OCTaeTcs
CecCTb 31eCb 1A 3eMJII0 NaxXaTh... HY, HJIH yNpPaBHTeJNeM K KOMY-
HHO6Yb NOMAacTb, MHE, CTATCKOMY COBETHHKY-TO!..

— Tak Tbl 6bl xeaaJ, uTo6 oHa oTaana Te6e 3TH NeHbrH,
CepxeHbKa?

— Ja. Bbi noHuMaete, 4TO MHe Apyroro pecypca Het?

— Kak e Tbl roBOpHJ, 4TO Te651 OTCTAaBKA He 6eCNOKOHT,
4TO BCE 3TO B3JI0P, YUTO Thl HAaAEELbCA MOJYYHTb... 5 KaK-TO
3TOrC B TOJK He BO3bMY! Thi ME€HSI COBEPIUEHHO YCMOKOHJ,
H BApPYr — HeT Apyroro pecypca... Beab y Te6a 10M NOJHbIH
B [letep6ypre?..

— UYro x MHe, pacnpoaaBaTb MoM BewH? buaroapapio
Bac, MaMeHbKa, yreuwnau! Beab MHe XHuTb rae-HHbyab Hano6-
HO,— He ¢ BaMH Xe MHe XHUTb! KoMy f1 cTaHy pacnpoaaBathb?
4To 3TO 6yaer Takoe? cpam! MHe Hafo npHexaTb B MOH IOM...
Jla He MO#H OH ele, a HaeMHbIH, HaJl0 NpHeXaTb H TOTUYAaC 3a-
HATb ApYroe MecTo, APYryio ca1yx 6y, He 3a60TACb, YTO s 1O-
Tepsa. Bot kak moau xKuyt! A To, 4TO K, MHe cebsi cCOBCEM
CKOMIPOMeTHPOBATb, MOXHTKH npoaasatb! Yro Bblaymadu!..
3, ¢ XeHuwHHaMH Gena! XOTb He TOBOPH, He HAUHHAM...

— OHa Beab He aact Ttebe aeHer, CepeHbKa...
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— Hy, mHe B netao... [1okoHHOH HOUH.

OH CcXBaTHA CBeUyKy H ylued.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBna B mnotemkax jobpanacb 10 cBoei
CMaJlbHH.

A\

[1packosbio AnapeeBHy pa3byauau ueM CBeT H NMO3BaJH
K MameHnbKe. Cepreii AHapeeBHY, MOXeT ObiTb, H MPOCHYJCH,
HO ero CTaBHH HHKOrAa He 3aNHpaJjucb, a 3aHABeCKH OKOH
HHKOTla He NMOAHHMAJHCb, H NMOTOMY Hesb3sl OblIO CKa3aTb
HaBepHoOe, 3HaeT JH OH 06 3TOM pa3roBope.

[IpackoBbsi AHapeeBHAa HHCKOJbKO He YAHMBHJIACb, UTO
Jlio608b CepreeBHa BCTDeTHJA €€ OCOGEHHO XOJOIHO.

— Yrto BaM yroaHo, MaMeHbKa?

Jlio60oBb CepreeBHa NpHTBOpHJA ABEpPH.

— Ecaun 6 He kpa#tHocTb, 1 661 ¢ TOGOH He 3aroBopHaa,
A 6bl He ToJBKO Te6A He mo3BaJa, cama Obl, 3aXXKMypA raasa,
6exxana 6or 3HaeT Kyla,— TaK MHe OT Bac ropbko, Tak Bbl
MHe BCe cepjlle NpoH3aeTe...

— Bce? Kro X, MaMeHbka? u 6paten?

— He Tporaiite Bbl ero, He Boamywaiite mens! Yro Bam
caesaJj 3TOT HecuacTHbIH YeJoBeK, YTO Bbl €ro HEHABHAHTE,
uTO Bbl pPadbl €ro BCAYECKH YKOJOTb HJIH OCKOPOHTL? Bl ero
LeHUTb He yMeeTe. HYeM OH BHHOBAar nepea BaMH, npoiuy
CKa3aTb?

— OcraBumTe ero, mameHbka,— otrBeyana I[lpackoBbs
AnapeeBHa.— OT Bcero, uTo sl Buepa cKasasa, i He OTpe-
KaloCb HH OT €1IMHOT 0 CJ0Ba; s MorJa 6bl  6osblie CKasarTh,
0a... 13 TOBOPHTb HE XOYeTcs.

— Te6e co MHO# roBOpHTb He XoueTcs?

— $1 He xouy roBopHTb O 6paTtue,— Bo3pa3suaa I[lpac-
KoBbsi AHApeeBHa OYeHb TBEPAO H MPHHYXKIEHHO THXO.

— 310 nouemy xe?

— MamMeHbKka, Bbl caMH 3Haere...

— Jla pacckaxuTe Bbl MHe, 4TO 3TO Ha Bac HawJao?
YTto 3TO BaM B34yMaJjoch BAPYI KPHYaTb, CUHTATbCA?..

— Komy e «Bam»? Cectpa Bepa, kaxercs, yx Bek
CBOH MOJIUHT, yMpPET MOJIYa KOraa-Hubyab co cTpaxy, a Kars...

— A neBuoHka Bawa 6anoBaHHas xopolra! Beuaercs
Ha LWel BCAKOMY MPHKa3HOMY...

— [losBoabTe! — nepe6una, Bcnbixuys, [IpackoBbs AHa-
peeBHa.— Bl camu ee Gaarociaosuad c Anekcangpom Ba-
CHJIbeBHUEM, Bbl He CBOe TrOBOpHTEe: Bbl OpaTleBbl CJA0Ba
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noBTopsiere. [IOBOJbHO OH Hac H AeJOM H CJOBOM OGHXKaJ,
meHs U Bepy, 6eanyio. KaTio s o6uxaTb He no3pojw. Tyr
yXK He OfHa obHia: TYT O BCeH MXH3HH [eJI0 HAeT...

— UTo Bbl Bce XXH3Hb Bally MelllaeTe? KTO TYT O Baued
JKH3HH TOBOPHT?

— Jla o Hell HHKOrza H HHKTO HHYEro He roBoOpHJ! —
BCKpHuasa [lpackoBbss AHOpeeBHa, CTPaHHO paccMesiB-
wHcb.— YTo 0 HeH H roBopHTh! MHe BOT, Ha MNOCJAEeAHHX
JHSAX, CTAJIO XKaJb AEBOYKH, TaK H CBOe BCe MPHMOMHHJOCD. ..
[ocnoan 6oxe Moi!

OHa 3aKkpbina pyKaMHu rJja3a, el XOTeJoCb 3aMnjakarhb,
HO cJie3 yX He 6blI10; TOJbKO I/1a3a ee MOKpacHeJ H H 3acBe-
THJIHCb, @ 3aBsJ10€ JIHUO OT CHJIbHOTO BHYTPEHHero YyBCTBa,
KOTODO€ €ro OXHBHJO, HA MHHYTY MOKa3aJoCb NPEKPaCHbIM,
6yato Mosonoe.

— UYro rosopuTb!..— nosropusa oHa.— Pagun Xpucra,
MaMeHbKa, [ylia MOsl, He 1eJJaHTe HaM 3TOro rops, He 6epure
Ha ce6si aypHoOro pesa, He paccTpoHBaiitTe cBaab6bnl Kartu.
He caywaiite 6patua. OHH He GemHbl 6yayT... Aa, npaso,
HanoeJ0 yX OHo, 3TO 6orartcTBo, Bce 0 HeM ToJkyior!.. Ha-
CTOsllllee HANO CMOTpeTb: MO Aylie JH HAM XH3Hb Hala
6yAeT — BOT UYTO TJaBHoe...

— Marywka, cKoJbKO pa3 Thl 3aMyXeM 6blJa, UTO Tak
paccyxnaewb? — npepsana Jlio6osBb CepreeBHa C HPOHH-
YeCKHM CMeXOM, MacTepCKHM -noapa)kaHHeM cMexy Cepres
AnpapeeBHua.

[TpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa MOCMOTpeJa Ha Hee MPHCTAJBHO.

— Bobl ayuwe cka)xkute npsMo, MaMeHbKa,— HayaJla OHa
yepe3 MHHYTY CBOHM pe3KHM, OObBIKHOBEHHbIM TOHOM,— 4YTO
Bbl BYUepa — Ha uyeM MOJIOXHJH ¢ 6patuem o cBaabbe KaTH.

— AX, maTywka, yTo ThHl MEHsl JONpalIHBaelwb? 4TO
Tebe pocraJsach?

— MHe Hano 3TO 3HaThH.

— 3ayem 3T0?

— Hano. Pacnopsaautbes Hago.

— $1 u 6e3 Bac cymer nopor nokasaTb BalleMy MOAb-
gyemy!

— Crano O6biTb, 3TO pelleHO — H TOBOPHTb Heyero? —
ckasana [IpackoBbsd AHapeeBHa.— 3auyeM Bbl IpHKa3aJH MNo-
3BaTb MeHsl, MaMeHbKa?

JTio60Bb CepreeBHa cJjierka CMyTHJAacbh Mpej 3THM XOJIOA-
HbIM TOHOM H BHe3amnHO# mepeMeHoi pasroBopa. OHa nomoJ-
yaJja, MJAs Ha A04Yb, KOTOpas CTOsia, AOXKHAAACh 00DbsC-
HEHHsSl HJIH, BepHee, MepBOH BO3MOXHOCTH YHTH.
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— [lpucsinb Ha MHHYTY,— cKasaaa Jlw6oBb CepreeBHa
OueHb CMSITYEHHbIM TOHOM.

[1packoBbsi AHapeeBHa nosuHoBaJdach. Jliw6osb Ceprees-
Ha eile A0Jro MoJuaja.

— Tol Buepa o6papoBanacb, uTo 6paT JHIUHJICS Mec-
Ta...— HayaJja OHAa HaKOHel,— Tbl, CTaJ0 ObiTb, B CAMOM JeJie
He CYWTaellb 3TOr0 3a HecyacTbe?

— $1 He papoBasach W He mNeyaJjuaach: 3TO A/s1 Hero
HecuyacTbe, a He OJs1 KOro Apyroro.

— Hy, a ans Hac HecuacTbe?

— Jlns Bac, MaMeHbKa, MOXeT ObiTb.

— A Bam Bce paBHO?

[IpackoBbsi AnapeeBHa MoJuana.

— Hy, a ans meHsi, ana MatepH, Kak Tol AyMaellb, Ka-
KOBO 3TO,— a? Kak Thl AyMaelb? $ ¢ TpeTbero AHA, Kak OH
MHe CKa3aJ 3TO, MOH ronyG6uHK, rna3 He ocyluaJsa, Houeid He
CIJIO... BHAeJa JH Thi, UTO6 51 KyCOK cbena?

— MHe Buepa nokasajocb, Bbl TaK MOKOHHbI.

— UYro X MHe mpd Bac Tep3aTbCsl, BAM HANOKa3, Ha Mo-
cmesnde! M tak yx Bb 3a Mowo J1060Bb K CepxXeHbKe...
Ha ecau 6 He OH, uTO 6 6bING? UYTO 6 MBI BCe ObLIH?

— He 3Halo...— orBeuana, yabi6HyBlHcb, I[lpackoBbs
AnnpeeBna.— CaenaiiTe MHJOCTb, MaMeHbKa, NMepecTaHeMTe
O HEM TOBOPHTb.

— A o ce6e 4yTO 71 rOBOPHTb MOTY? MOTY fl CKa3aTb, UTO
MeHsi 3TO B rpo6 cBejeT, YTO ero HecuacTbe TaK Ha MeHS
06pYWHIOCh, YTO BOT CMEpPTb MOSA... AYWHT MeHs!

Jlw6osb CepregBHa nokasasa Ha CBOe rOpJio; MO ee JHIY
TeKJH cJe3bl.

— Tbl MeHs1 ycnokouTb Moxelb, [lapauwa...

— UYem, mamenbka? — cnpocuaa [Ipackosbsi AHapeeBHa,
KOTOPYIO 3TH CJIOBAa 3aCTaBHJH BCTpelleHYyTbCsl, Npo6YyAHB
KaKyl0-TO XaJocCTb, KaKoe-TO Mo3jJHee COXKajeHHe O HeBO3-
BPaTHOM, CTapylo paaocCTh, cTapoe rope...

MarTb 370 3aMeruaa.

— Ox,— npoposxana oHa,— ecJd 6 KTO 3HaJ, KaKOBO
MHe — uyy>XOH Obi, Kaxkercsi, noxaJnea! Uto 310, Bce Bbl
OAHH npasbl Aa npasbl! Koraa x MHe, cTapyxe, MOXHO 6yaer
XOTb B3[0XHYTb, YTO BOT fl... aX, Jerko ctaJjo!.. Kak 3T0 Ma-
TePH He NMPOCTHTb, YTO OHA cBoero pebeHka J6UT! X, roc-
NOAH, rocnopu!..

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa nJakana, B3rasiabiBasi Ha [1packoBbio
AnapeeBHy, Ha KOTOpYIO NOCJeAHsAs peub MPOH3BeJa BeyaT-
JieHHe COBepLIeHHO NMPOTHBHOE TOMY, KAKOro OXKHaajla MaTb.
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Ho Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa aymaJa, 4To ycneja pacTporath H
y6eAHTb, MOTOMY 4TO eH He BO3paXkaJH.

— CeprKeHbKa HajlleeTcsl MeCTO NONYYHTh,— CKa3aJ/a OHa.

— TIlpekpacHo,— cka3zana [lpackoBba AHapeeBHa.

— EMy 1eHbrH HyXHbL.

— $1 aymaio; Tenepb y Hero XaJIOBaHbsl HET, XHTb HeueM
B [letepbypre.

— Bot Tthl 310 npekpacHo nousaa, apyr moi. Heuem
HMHTb — 3TO yXKacHO. A eMy 10 3ape3y HYXHbl JA€HbIH.
H onpepeneHue ot 3TOro 3aBHCHT.

[TpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa He cKa3a/la HH CJOBa.

— Ycnokoil MeHsi, ApYT MOM...— MpoaoaXKaja MaTb.

[TpackoBbs AnapeeBHa Moadana.

— Y Tte6q ecTb aeHbru... otaait CepxeHbke.

— Her! — cka3ana oueHb xsaanHokpoBHo [lpackoBbs
AHnpeeBHa, 1aBHO A0TaAaBLIHCh, YTO AOJIKHO AOMTH 10 3TOTO.

— boxe mo#t, 6oxxe moit! K uemy xe Thl HX... ana ce6n
Gepexellb?

— Bbl oueHb xopolio 3Haere: 3TO npHaaHoe Kart.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa Bbicayliana, He BO3paKas, ¢ caMoi
BO3MYTHTENbHOH KPOTOCTbIO.

— Hpyr mo#, 6paTt Tebe HX BO3BpPAaTHT.

— Jlo Tex nop aaneko, NoKa OH BO3BPaTHT.

— Tbl B HeM coMHeBaelbcs?

[TpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa He oTBeuana.

— Ot Te6e Bekce/b HanHlleT,— CKa3aJa cTapyxa ¢ 0XH-
NlaHHEM H HeKOTOPbIM Npe3peHHeM K KOPbICTONIOOHIO, KOTOpOe
BbIKAa3blBaJa [04b.

— UYro x? MHe OH MOXeT 1aBaTb CKOJbKO YrOAHO BeK-
cesieil, OH O4eHb yBepeH, UTO sl ero B TIOPbMY He NOCaxy.

— On B Tebe coBepllieHHO YyBepeH,— cka3aaa JI1060Bb
CepreeBHa nocneurHo,~— OH 3HaeT TBoe 61aropoacTso...

— $1 He nam! — npepBana [lpackoBbs AHapeeBHa.

— Tbl npeacraBb, YUTO 3TO BCSl €ro Haaexnia...

— $1 3Hana, uto OH aapom He npHener! — BcKpuuana
[MpackoBbs AnapeeBHa,— Her.

— Tebe-To Ha YTO OHH HYXHbl, A€HbIH 3ITH?

— He wmue, a Karte. He cuperb xe um 6e3 rpouwa!

— A kak 6pat cuaut 6e3 rpowa? Tam, B 60.blIOM ro-
polde, B CTOJHLUE...

— A MHe-To uTO X,— npepBana [lpackoBbsi AHapees-
Ha,— eMy 6blBaJO XOpOLWO, OH O HAc He AyMaJ, YTO HaM O
HeM AyMaTb! — H3BepHeTCH...

— A Kak He u3BepHeTCSs?
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— Yto K Aenatb? Tak H OblTb.

— Teb6e He xanab?

— Koro, Mamenbka? JTo OH caM Hayuyus Bac NPOCHTb,—
na?.. @y, uro 3a 6eccoBecTHbIi!

— Toabko ot Bac H aoxaewbcs!

— Ila Heuero 6osbuwe poxuparncd, npaso! Yto 310?
Kak elile 370 Ha3BaTb? [IpHNOMHHA, YTO MOXKHO elle MaJOCTb
KaKylo-HHOYAb OTHATb, H npuckakaa! KM y koro xe OTHH-
MaeT? — y 6eHO 1eBOUYKH, KOTODPOH BCS XH3Hb Bnepeau!..
YauBasilocb, MaMeHbKa, KaK Bbl HHKOr[4a He M[OAymaere:
Beab Karte Tak xe XuTb xouercs, kak u Cepreio AHapeuuy!
Kak Bbl B3sauch 3a Hero npocutb!.. Bor ¢ HuM coBcem. He
1aM 1 eMy HHYero, HH 3a 4TO Ha CBeTe,— TAK eMY H CKaxkHTe!

[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa ywia ¢ 3THMH cjoBami. J11060Bb
CepreepHa 6bl1a B CTPAllHOM 3aTPyAHEHHH, KaK CKasaTb
CBOIO Heyaauy CblHY, KOTODbIA XOTSl He nopyyaj ed xoja-
TaHCTBOBATb 3a Hero, HO Obl1 yBepeH, YTO OHa H 6e3 mopy-
yeHHs 3TO caejaet. OHa, oaHaKo, co6pasach ¢ 1yXOM H nocJe
yTpeHHero 4yasi, K Kotopomy IlpackoBbsi AHADeeBHa He SIBH-
aace, orBena Cepres AHapeeBMYa B CTOPOHY H paccKasa-
Ja emy.

Cepreit AnapeeBnu 6bl1 HEOBOJIEH CTONLKO XKe Heyaaue,
CKOJbKO TeM, UTO MaTb mojaBepraa ero oTkasy. Ho, mocep-
JAACh HEMHOTO H cKa3aB Jlio6oBH CepreeBHe, YTO y Hee CTPAcCThb
MelaTbCA TaM, FAe He CjleayeT, OH NpelaJjicsl Pa3MbIlLIEHHIO
B CBOEH KOMHaTe H COO6Pa3HJ, 4TO Tenepb, KOraa 3ToH Npocs-
60/f OH yXXe CKOMMPOMETHPOBAH H YHHXEH Nepea cecTpolo,
Hajio MPOJOJIKATb H YCNneTb BO YTO Obl TO HH cTaJjo, 6Jaro
[eJ10 Hayaro.

OH nowen B cBeteaky. [To atoil nectHuue Cepreit Anape-
€BHY He BCXOAHJ CO [HeH CBOero oTpouyectsa, He YAOCTOHBafA
CBETeJIKH CBOMX MOCELIeHHH BO BCe CBOH NpHesabl. JlecTHHUA
NOPAAOYHO TpPACJAACb MOJ TAXENbIMH LWaraMmH Ba>XHOro
des0BeKa.

[TpackoBb AHapeeBHa cHaesna Ha cBoell MOCTeNH, 3aKy-
TaBWHCb BO YTO-TO KOraa-to MmexoBoe. B cBereake O6bijo
CTPaLWHO XOJOIHO.

— Kro0 TamM? — 3akpHyana oHa, ycablluaB, YTO OTBOPAIOT
M He yMeloT OTBODHTb ABepH.— AX, 6aTiowWwKH!..

OHa 6bina nopa)xkeHa yauBJleHHeM NMpH BHae 6parua, Ko-
TODbIH BXOJAHJI, HArHYB rOJIOBY MOJA ABEPbIO, HO Yepe3 MHHYTY
3TO yAHBJIEHHe 3aMEHHJI0Ch APYrHM 4yBCTBOM, KoTtopoe [lpa-
CKOBbA AHApeeBHA NMpPHBbIKJIA BbIPAXKAThb CMEXOM.

— Yro 310 BaM B34yMaJlocb HABECTHTb! -— CNPOCHJIA OHA,
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CMesiCb, He JABHrasficb C MecTa H TMPOAO0JXKAas MNOYHHHBATDH
n/naTtbe, KOTOpOE J1eXaJjo y Hee Ha KOJeHAX.

Cepreit Aunpeesuu 6blsl HACTOJNBKO YMeH, UTO He oTBeyas
el KakoH-HWOGYAb LWYTKOH, Korga HX OTHOWEHHs GblAH Tak
SICHBI; K TOMY XK€ Y HHX HHKOria He 6blBaJjio NpeiMeToOB 445
NOCTOPOHHEro pa3roBopa.

— MawmeHbKka BaM roBopusa..— npsmo Hauaa Ceprei
AHapeeBHu, caasicb Ha MaJIeHbKHH IJIETEHbLH CTYJ H OCMOTpEB
ero, npexje HexeJH ceJ. :

— TloBopuaa, 6parteu. M BaM oHa nepenana, uto A1 OTBe-
yaja? — cKa3saJja Tak Xe THX0, npocto H npsmo [lpackoBbs
AHpgpeeBHa.

— TIlepenana... I npuwen K BaM caM NOrOBOPHTb,— MPO-
nomxan Cepreii AHapeeBHU, HECKOJNIbKO 3aTpPyAHEHHBLIH ee
MOJIYaHHEM.

— UYro X 6oablue roBopuTb, GpaTeu? — CINPOCHIA OHA
paBHOAYLIHO.

— Bbl, noxaayiicta, He ynpsiMbTecb — jAaiTe [eHbrH.
MHe 10 3ape3y HyXHO.

— W unam HyxHO TOXe.

— HyxHo, n1a He Tak.

— Bce paBHo; BcsikoMy cBosl He06XOAHMOCTb.

— Ha, Heo6xoaWMOCTb MoOXXeT ObiTb, HO He HecuacTbe.

— Bawe HecuacTbe He BeJIMKO: Bbl TAKOH Ba)KHbIHA yeJso-
BeK,— KakK pa3 nonpaBHTeCh.

— B ToM-TO 1 Gena, uTo BaXkeH; Aa HE6OraTomy ue.ll0BeKy
nonpasfsTbCA MY/PEeHO; MOKPOBHTENLCTBO Y MEHA CJHIL-
KOM 3HaTHOe: Haao ce6s noaaep»xartb. TOro H rasaax 3abyanyr.

— Hy, Bac-To, MoXeT, Tak cKopo H He 3a6yayT, 6paTel,—
OTBeuaJ/a OHa CNOKOHHO, XOJOAHO H HECKOJbKO HacMeLIHBO.—
Y Bac Takue cnocoGHOCTH, Bbl BCeM HYXHb GbliH. Haine-
TeCb CKopo.

— Jla, ecau 6 ¢ JeHbramH.

— Her, 6parewn.

OH noaymas, noMoadan H ckasasJ HaKoHel:

— 351 ponxxen BaM Bce CKasaTb, Uero si He TOBODHJ Ma-
MeHbKe: OHa 6bl HHYEro He MOHAMA; WIYM 6bl 6bl TOJABKO...
Ha MeHsi Ka3eHHbIH HaueT, NONOJHHTb HAlo.

— Kak Beauk?

— TbicAY OKOJIO MATH.

— 3, He Bepio, GpaTell; HHUYero Het! Kak MoXHO, ecaH
Ha Bac eCTb HayeT, TaK TOJbKO B NATb Thicsiy! Bbl 6b1 Mos10B-
yee BbHIAYMbiBaJ/H; Bbl Obl BecATepo cKadanu, s 6bl noBepuaa.
PasBe TakHe a1104H, Kak Bbl, ATbIO THICYaMH KoHdaioT? [Tos-
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HOTe, HeMpaBAa, HHUero HeT. BaM MOM AeHbrH HY XK Hbl TOJBLKO...

-~ MHe BalH JeHbrH HYXHbl NONOJHHTb YaCTb HaYeTa,—
cka3an Cepre#t AHapeeBHY MPauyHO U THXO.

— Hy BoT, nonpaBuaHCb; 1 Bac HayuuJa, Kak cka3aTtb! —
cKa3ana [lpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa, pacCMesBIIHCH.

— Hauer peficTBHTe/IbHO OrpoMHbIH, — npoaoaxaa 6pa-
Tell, HAaXMYpACh.

— [IloaHoTe, noxaayiicta, BblAyMbiBaTb,— NnpepBana
OHa,— HHUEro Her.

— EcTtb,— noarteepaua oH.

— §1 Bam He Bepio,— Bo3pa3una [lpackoBba AHapeeB-
Ha,— 1a Bce PaBHO, eCTb HJAH HeT — Kakoe MHe aeno? Ecau
Ha Bac OrpoMHbI# HaueT, cTaso O6biTb Bbhl 6pajH AEHbIH,
noib3oBaaucb? Hy W pacnnauuBafitTech Kak 3Haere.

Cepreit AHapeeBHuY ellle NOMOJYAJ HECKOJbKO MHHYT.

— Bbl pelinTenbHO rOBOpPHTE? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— PewnTenbHo.

OH BcTaa u MelseHHO Boillea. Bce 3To nmpoucxoauao
OYeHb THXO; HHKTO He BO3BhLICHJ roJoca. [lpackoBba AHape-
€BHa MpoaoJkaJja cHaeTb OAHa H paboratb, Koraa Bepa
BOLWLJA, LIATasACh, NOJYMepTBas, H ynaja Ha CBOKO MOCTEJb.
CecTpa nojgow.a K Hel.

— Yro ThHI? 4TO ¢ TOOGOH? HJAH YTO CAYYHAOCH?

— Ox, He Tporaii MeHsa... Tam oH...

Kara npu6exana nepenyrauHas. Cepreidi AHiopeeBHu,
roBopAaT, 6pocan CTyJAbAMH NO 3aJje.

B 3T1oT neHb Bechb AOM 6bln B 4eM-HHOYAb BHHOBAT; He
0CTaJIoCh B NMOKOe HH ojaHoro 4esnoBeka. Cepreit AHapeeBud,
MEX 1y NMPOUYHM, OOBABHI PaLOCTHOE H3BECTHEe, YTO OCTAeTcH
XHTb 3/1€Cb.

Heckonbko nHe# cpany B AKyJjeBe NPOHCXOAH/IH HEOObIK-
HoBeHHble BellH. He O6bi10 KOHLA cueHaM, OGBACHEHHAM,
criopam, WyMmy, cjae3am: NPOMEeXYTKH THIUHHbI ObiH e1Ba JH
eule He TsxKeJee BCero 3Toro. 3aMeyartesbHO TO, YTO BCe 3TO
NPOHCXOJHJO0 MO pasHbiM NMPHYHHAM, COBEPLUEHHO NMOCTOPOH-
HHM, a 0 geHbrax [lpackoBbi AHapeeBHbl He GblJO HH CJA0Ba.

Bepa 3anemorna; Kara rna3 He ocywana. MBaHoBa He Be-
Jejd npuHumatb. [Ipuexas B cy660Ty, He 10NYLULEHHbIH B 10M,
OH OcTaBaJ/CAl Ha JepeBHe, B H36e, H oTTyaa npucaaa Kare
3anuCKy, CNpawuBas, 4YTo BCe 3TO 3HAYHT...

3anucky nepexBatua Cepreii AHopeeBHu...

OH npuHec ee Jlio6oBu CepreeBHe W NONPOCHJ ee HalH-
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catb MBaHOBY nHcbMO, KOTOpoe NMPOAMKTOBal H B KOTOPOM
nonpasusn owH6KH opdorpaduu... ITo nHcbMo Gblio obpas-
1IOBOe B CBOCM poje.

Kars, Mexay npounm, Gbisna 3anepta 6patueM B ero KoM-
Hate. Cepreil AHipeeBHU Bollies ¢ 3THM MHCbMOM B pYyKax
1 npouesa ero BCAyX. OH HeoGLIKHOBEHHO JIOBKO H XODOLLO
06CTaBJA BCIO 3Ty KOMEIHIO.

— bBpareu, 6pateu! uto x 3TO Takoe? 4TO X CO MHOH
6ynetr? — BcKpHuasa Kars, He focaywiaB g0 KOHUA OGHIAHO-
ro, Nep3KOro OTKd3a, KOTOpPbll Ha3HauaJcs ee MKEeHHXY,—
51 XKHB@ He OCTaHYCb, 1 YMDY...

Cepreil AHapeeBHY, KOHEUHO, TOJNbKO paccMesiics 3ToH
TJYNOCTH, NOBTOPSiEMOH AeBYLIKAMH NPH BCAKOM YA0OOHOM
cjayuae.

— Monuatb! -— cTporo ckasaa oOH, KOria pblAaHHs
H KpHKH KaTH caesanucbh Yy)Ke CJAHIIKOM TDOMKH.

OHa enBa He BbIXBAaTHJA Y HETrO NMHCbMAa, KOTOPOe OH COH-
paJjcsi neuatatb; Ho Cepreil AHapeeBHY B35l ee 3a PYKH,
NOBEPHYJ, BHITONKHYJ 32 ABepb H 3amepcs.

Karta kpuuana, cTyuasa B ABepb, HaKOHell, BbIPBaBIIHCb
OT T€X, KOMY GblIO IIPHKA34HO «epXaTb 3Ty 6€3YMHYI0», NO-
6eXKasa B CBeTeJKY K CTaplleH cecTpe H ynaja el B HOTH.

— Paan Xpuera, cnacure Hac, cectpuua, roaybyiuka,
MHnas!

Bepa uyTb He yMepaa, Jexa B CBOeH NOCTeJH.

[MpackoBbst AnapeeBHa eaBa ao6GHMach Y CBOeH JIOGHMH-
Lbl, B yeM [eJo.

— Munouka Mosi,— cKa3aja oHa,— HO 3Haellb JIH, Yero
OH XxoueT? ytob 51 OTAaNd eMy TBOe MPHAaHOe — BCe, YTO Y
Te6s ecTb!..

— A ympy 51, KoMy 3T0 npuaaHoe? He Bce paBHO A1 yMpy?
Otnaiite emy, 6or ¢ HuM! OH elle He OTCbl1aJ MHCbMA...
[ToauTe, noaute k Hemy ckopee, oraaite Bce! Hy, nyctb
A 6e3 Bcero OCTaHyCb, 1a He MOry sl XHTb 6e3 Caiu...

[IpackoBbsi AHApeeBHa B3sna GHJeT NpPHKa3a M NoHecsa
ero 6pary.

— Bo3sbMuTe,— cKaszana oHa, GPOCHB ero Ha CTOJ,—
He yMOpHTe MHe ce!

— UYto 370 TaKoe? — cKa3asn OH C GOJIbLIHM [JOCTOHH-
ctBoM.— Ha uto mMHe 310? MHe He HyXHO!

— Hy, pann 6ora, 6Gpareu, noaHore, AoBoJbHO! S cama
BHHOBaTa: 10 3TOro AoBesa... OfHa cecTpa yMHpaeT, Apyras.
neBouKa Mosi, BHe cebs... [lonHOTe ee TOMHTb, BO3bMHTE.
Yesxaiite; A ee 6e3 Bac o6BeHUYalo... OAHO TOABLKO: OTXJO-
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nouute 31ech Mecto MBaHosy... 1 rayna, 6pareu, npocture
MeHf, HO He MyubTe Mol KaTio...

Cepreit AngpeeBHu mocMoTpes Ha ee 6seHOe, H3IMYUeH-
HOe JIHUO C YKOPH3HOH H COCTpajaHHeM.

— 3x!..— cka3saJs oH, NoKauyas roJoBOH, H cnpsiTaa 6ujer
B CBOK WKAaTyJky.— 51 naM Bam Bekcesab,— NpHOaBHJ OH
yepe3 MHHYTY, pa3pbiBasi MUCbMO H NPHHHMAsCb MNHCaThb
apyroe.

[TpackoBbsi AHapeeBHa cTOfiaa, MoJYana H xjiana. bpa-
Tel KOHYHWJ MHCAThb H OTAAJ] eH.

«MusocTuBblii rocynaps, Anekcanap Bacuabesuu. Mexay
HaMH BBILIJIH HeLOpPA3yMeHHs, OueHb HeNpHATHble AN BCe-
ro Hailero cemeidcTBa, eule 6o0Jjiee HENpHATHble AJS MOEH
MEHbLUIOH CcecTpbl, 4TO Bbl OYeHb NoHWmaete. [Ipowy Bac no-
XKaJjoBaTb K HaM ckopee, uTo6 pa3oM NPEKPaTHTb 3TH He-
NPHATHOCTH H OOBACHHTBCH, KaK clefyeT 106pPbIM POACTBEH-
HHKaM...»

HBaHoB npubexkaa ToTyac.

Bce 3acuano pagocTHo... To ecTb 6blJ0 KaK-TO HaTAHYTO,
MPHHYXKIeHHO, Tsxeno-Beceso. Cepreit AHApeeBHY LWIYTHJ
BAaXXHO, C MOKPOBHTE/JbCTBOM; OH HHKaK He OGDBACHAJCA C
HNBanoBbiM, @ npocTO cKa3an, YTO €CJH ero He NMPHHSAJH, TO
NOTOMY, YTO MepenyTann JaKeH.

Bepa He BcTaBasia ¢ mocTesd H ocTaBaJjlacb B CBeTeJKe
OllHA.

Jlio6oBb CepreeBHa paccka3sbiBasia CepxeHbKe, KAKOB OH
6b1, Korna 6bl1 ManeHbkHil. Ceprefi AuapeeBuu paccnpa-
WHBaJA 06 3THX NOAPOOGHOCTAX C JIO6ONBITCTBOM H 60JbLIKUM
CHHCXOXIEHHEeM.

Kata He naakana Goabuie, HO BCA Apoxada.

[TpackoBbsi AHipeeBHa He rOBOpHJIA HH CJOBA H TOJbKO
nocmMaTtpuBana Ha G6patua. OaHH pa3 B3MJsAAbBl HX BCTpe-
THAHCB... BpaTew yabi6Hyacs 3TOH BcTpeue, 3aayMadcs, no-
CMOTpeJ ellle pa3 Ha CTApWYI0 CecTpy H BApPYr ob6paTH/cA
Kk HBanosy.

— Anekcanap Bacuabuu,— ckasan oH,— uto 6bl Bam
cayxHuTb B [leTepbypre?

Cepredd AHapeeBHY 3aroBOPHJ Ha 3Ty TeMy H TFOBOPHJ
Tak 3amaHuHBo, uto MBaHOB yBaeKkcs u caywan Toabko ero.
Cepreit AHLpeeBHY MOHHMAaJ, C KEM HMeeT [1eJ0: OH ONHChi-
BaJl MOJIOAOMY Ye/JOBeKY TPYAOBYIO XH3Hb CpPelH JIoAeH He-
6oraTbix, HO paBHOr0 ¢ HHM 06pa30BAHHSA, H3ALLHbIE YIO-
BOJIbCTBHA CTOJNHLbI, AOCTYMHbIE TeM, KTO yMeeT CBOAHTb
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3KOHOMHIO, @ B NPOBMHUHM HH AJS KOTO HEBO3MOXHblE,
BO3MOXHOCTb 4TeHHs H npouee. FIBaHOB pactasa.

— Tloxaonorats, nepeBectn Bac? — cnpocHa Cepre#t
AHapeeBuu.

OH cnpocH1 HeOGBLIKHOBEHHO JIOGE3HO H DPOACTBEHHO.
HBanos koaebagcs; Cepreii AHapeeBHY HacTaHBaJ.

— Bbika0uHTbL Bac 34eChb HEAOATO,— CKasaJjl OH,— H Mo-
eleMTe BMecTe.

— A Bbl Koraa ejete?

— JIlHs uepe3 TpH.

M B noauaca, nocsne coBeToB, yroBOpoOB, IIYTOK, HacTas-
JNeHH#, 6bl1o peweHo, uto MBaHoB yeser cayxutb B [letep-
6ypr, a yepe3 ABa Mecsilla, B iHBape,— H y>X CaMblH LOJTHH
CpPOK — B anpeJe, npHeaet XeHuTbc Ha Karte H yBeser ee
¢ co6010, MPHTOTOBHB, KakK H rae noMecTuTb ee B [letepGypre.
3To0 Tak BeceJso, Tak 3aHHMaTelbHo! BpaTel pewina Tak cko-
po, 4To HeKoraa Ob10 MHHYTH noaymatb. Ecan MBaHoB 3a-
AyMmuBaacs, ecad [lpackoBbss AHapeeBHa uTo-HHOYAb BO3pa-
xaJna, Cepreil AHapeeBHY FOBOPHJI, UTO C TAKOH HepeliHTe h-
HOCTbIO HeJb3sl XXHTb Ha cBeTe, 4YTO TakK HHKOrAa HHYero
HeJb3fl YCTPOHTb...

— $1 He noHHMalO, YTO Ke, Thl HMeellb KaKoe npeny6ex-
JeHHe MNpoOTHB 3Toro? — cnpawxBana Jliow6osb CepreepHa
[MpackoBbio AHapeeBHy, B3r/isiAblBast Ha Hee H Kak OYATO
COMHEBasiCb B LEJOCTH ee paccyldKa.

Karts Bo3paxkana Toxe; oHa 6bisa B rope... Cepreit Anape-
€BHY YNOCTOHJA V.bIGHYTbCA H CKa3aTb, 4YTO BJIOGJEHHbIE
JeBOUYKH HHYEro He MOHHMAIOT.

— [Ha, kaxercsi, H NOHUMATb He XOTAT! — noATBepAHJA
¢ HerojoBaHHeM H THXOH ropectbio Jlwo6oBb CepreeBHa.

Bce wno Tak, 4To A0MXKHO GbIIO PeWHTbCA H OblJ0 pelle-
HO H YCJIOBJIEHO, KakK XeJsaa OpaTel.

Korana pacxoauauch cnatb, JIio60oBb CepreeBHa ocTaJsach
Ha MHHYTY OAHA C CblHOM H O6HfJa ero.

— Hpyr Mo#, 6aaropoaHoe Moe CYyLLeCTBO... MyUYeHHK!..

OHa nouyemy-To ray60oKo O HeM coxaJeJa.

Cepreit AHapeeBHu cbe3ann B N B3SITb AeHbrH H3 NpHKa-
3a 1 noMor MBaHOBY nockopee noJydHTb oTcTaBky. Yepes
NaTb AHeil OHH BbleXajJH BMecTe, BMecTe exaau A0 MOCKBHI,
rae Cepreii AHapeeBHUY ceJl B MepPBOKJAACCHLIH BaroH, He
cnpocuB HMBaHoBa, rae oH caauTtcs. Bce-takn no kpainen
Mepe OlHa MaluxHa Be3sa #x B [Tetep6ypr; Ho B [Tetep6ypre
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Cepreii AHapeeBuuY He cnpocHs HBaHOBa, rae OH OCTaHoO-
BHTCS, H He cKa3aJ eMy cBoero ajapeca.. Bnpouem, oHH
Laxe H He BHAeJH Apyr apyra Ha aeGapkanepe.

HBaHoB, y3HaB B aapecHom crtoje, rae >XHBeT Cepreii
AHapeeBHu, cTan noceulatb ero ¢ npocb6oi o Mmecre... Kro
no6oiBas B [letepGypre aJs fes, TOT 3HaeT, CKOPO JIH H Kak
OHM [1eJ1al0TCsl, 3HaeT, 4TO TaKoe MOKPOBHTENH, A06poOXKesa-
TeJH H peKoMeHAalUHH. MBaHOB npuobpes 3TY ONBITHOCTb H
yepes BOCeMb MecsilieB MOJIYYHJ MeCTO NMHcapsi B Jenapra-
MeHTe.

Or/saeBIUHCh, OH YBHIEJ, YTO >KEHHThCSl elle HeJab3sl:
XHTb HeueM. CpeacTB He NpHGABHJIOCH HH uyepe3 roja, HH ue-
pe3 1Ba... CPEACTB H Tenepb HeT; yepe3 yeThipe roja TPya H
TOCKa, CAyX6a H YPOKH PYCCKOH rpaMOThl MaJleHbKHM LeTHM
3acTaBHJH noGeseTh KyApsBble BOJOCHl KOTAA-TO XOPOLUEHb-
Koro HBaHoBa; pa6ora AHeM, 3a60Ta HOUbIO, TPYA Bblle GH-
3HUECKHX H HPABCTBEHHLIX CHJ AJ51 TOTO, YTOG XXHTb, H XH3Hb
AJIS 3TOTO TPYJAa Bbillle CHJ CReJNaJH H3 MOJOAOrO YeJOBeKa
KaKylo-TO MalUHHYy, Yy)XXe MaJo MOHHMAaIoWLYy0, Majo 4yBCT-
Bywowylo... 'ae Tyt xeHutbesl..

Cepreii AHapeeBHY, KOHeYHO, Haues cebe Mecto. B Aky-
JleBe BCe JKHBYT IO-NPEeXHEMY...



MAHCHOHEPKA

IMoBecTb
1860

Yacy B wecToM Beuepa, B Hauajie Mas, 1BO€ MOJIOAbIX
Joaed O6poAHJAH NO caly, OKpyXaBlieMy OAHH H3 J1OMOB
ropoia N. Beuep 6bin1 oueHb xopow. Caj, XOTS HeBeJHK,
6bl1 3anyuwed. IlpusiTean noJaro waraiu Bce MO OJHOH 10-
pPOXKKe, 4aCTO LeNJsisicb roJJOBaAMH 32 HaBHCIUHE BETKH CHpe-
HH. OJHH H3 HHX Obl1 TOCTb, €ro KOCTIOM, H3bICKAHHBIH,
H3AILUHBbIA, HOCHA oTneuyaToK [letepOypra H KasaJcs aaxe
CTPaHHBLIM CpelH HeyOGPaHHOTO NMYCTHIPA, KAKHM MOXHO 6bla0
Ha3BaTb 3TOT NPOBHHLHAJbHBLIA caa. MoJsono# YenoBek Gbia
HeaypeH co60l0, lepXKaJjcs YHHHO, NPAMO; NMpeKpacHble uep-
Hble 6aKu NpHaaBaJn eMy eute Gonee cepbesHblit BHA. OH 6bin
B lWJsiNe H He CHHMasa nepyaTok. Xo03sHH Obll MeHblue
pocToM, 6eJoKyp, B CTAPeHbKOM CepOoM NnanbTo, 6e3 ¢ypaxkKu.
OH xoTs 6bl1 MOJIOXKe, HO Ka3aJicsl OJHUX JIeT ¢ FOCTeM; ero
yepTbl OblJH OUeHb KPACHBbI, HO KAK-TO CMATHI, JHLO He GJen-
HO; HO Oo/le3HeHHO HepOBHAas, HeTepNeJHBas NOX0/4Ka A0Bep-
laJja ero HecxoactBo ¢ rocreM. [octs 3sanu H6paes; oH
TOJNbKO HeaBHO npHexaa B N Ha oueHb BHHOe MecTO. X035 HH
Ha3biBaJscs BepernublH H yxe 6oJsee roga TOXKe 3aHHMaJj B
N Mecro, HO oueHb HeBHAHOe. BocnnTbIBa/IHCh OHH He BMecCTe,
NO3HaKOMHJIHCh 1aBHO, H B 3TOT Beyep BHEJ/HCb B NepBbIA pa3
nocjae Tpex Jer.

H6paeB paccka3biBaj, Kak MOJYYHJ CBOe MeCTO, pac-
CKa3blBaJs ¢ NMOAPOOGHOCTSAMH H, Ka3aJ10Chb, YMHOXaJ HX, uT00
NPOAOJXKHTb Pa3rosop, AJNsl KOTOPOro, KpoMe 3TOro, He Ha-
XOAHM npeaMeTa. BepeTHublH caywan, Ka3ajaocb, BHHMA-
TeJIbHO, HO 6e3 yuacTHsi. O6a TOYHO HCMOJHANH 06SI3aHHOCTD,
npasjiHysi BONPOCAMH H paccKa3aMH BCTpedy MocJje A0JTroH
pasnykH.

— Tbl He ycTaa X0AHTb? — cnpocHa Beperuubid, Koraa
TOT 3amoJiyaJ.

H6paeB ycTan faBHO, HO He TOBOPHJ 3TOTO H3 YYTHBOCTH
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HJIH NOTOMY, UTO He HajeslJicsi HAHTH Ha 4eM CECTb B 3TOM
cany.

— Her... na... Ho B n1oMe xapko,— cKa3sas oH, Aymas o
TeCHOH KOMHaTe, B KOTOPOH, NpHAA 3a roJyaca Hasaj npep
3THM, HallleJ CBOEro MpHSTeJs.

BepeTnublH oTragan ero aymy.

— CagaHcb 31eCb,— CKa3aJl OH, BLIBOAS €0 H3-NOJ4 CHpe-
Hell Ha MaJieHbKylo MJOLLAAKY, T'le CTosJa npocTtas Aepe-
BSIHHAs cKaMeika. Bokpyr Hee 6bl1 Haca)keH xMeab, NOA-
HABLUMHCA yX BBICOKO MO XEpPASAM; N0 3e€MJe CTJ1aJ0Ch MHO-
XKeCcTBO Je6ebl H NMOBHTEJH.

— Caancb 6aHXKe K cpegnHe,— npu6aBun BepeTHLbIH,—
HOXXKH BbIBEPTbIBAIOTCS.

— Xouewb? — cnpocun Mbpaep, gocraBas cHrapsl.

— $1 He kypio.

— JlaBHo au? Tbl 6bl1 OXOTHHK.

— Ortcran.

H6paes 3akypu.1; BepeTHlbiH cTeras no TpaBe TOHEHbKOM
BETKOMH, KOTODYIO C/IOMaJ ¢ CHpeHH; 06a MosuajH. Ito Gblia
O/lHA H3 TAKHX MHHYT, KOr1a NPHNOMHHAETCH H NepeayMblBa-
eTcA KHBee BCe, UTO cefiyac CJbILIANOCH HAH OblJO Mepen
rna3aMH, NPHINOMHHAeTCSl W CPAaBHHBAETCH C HACTOSLLHM
pajekoe npoulioe, MNPOXOAHT HATAHYTOCTb, XOJOAHOCTb
nepBOH BCTPeUH, Y3HAETCS NPOLUJIbIA UeJOBeK B TOCTOPOHHEM,
¢ KOTOpbIM cefyac, Ka3aJsocb, FOBOPHTb Obl1O He O 4eM,
KOTOpOro paccnpaluuBath Obl10 HeJsoBKO... M6paeB cMoTpen
Ha HaKJOHEeHHYIO TOJIOBY MpusiTe]s; €My [MPHINOMHHJCS
rony60H OKoJblll ¢ypaXKH Ha 3THX BoJlocax; MOCJedHHe
NycTble, OAHOCJOXHble CJ0Ba LIEBEAbHYJH B AYLUe YTO-TO
JaJjeKkoe; MokKa3ajocCb KaK-TO COBECTHO BECTH MOCTOPOHHHH
pasroBop...

— Hy, a b1 uto xe, Cawa? — cnpocua M6paeB yxe He
TeM pOBHbIM, MATKHM TOJIOCOM, KaKHM paccKa3sbiBaJj CBOH
ycnexd B CBeTe H Mo cayxbe.

— 9 uro? [la Huuero,— orBeuas BepeTHublH, orasiabiBa-
fICb H NMOJ BJIHAHHEM TOro e pa3ayMbsi.— Bor HBy 3aech
apyrod roa. TebGe nosesno... Hy, H MHe 6bl10 HeaypHO cHa-
yana. KoHeuyHo, He TO, 4TO Tebe, Bbl — CUACTJAHBUHKH, YTO Bbl-
JIeTeJNH — YCTPOeHbl, KAK HaM, FPeLIHbIM, H He CHHTCH.

— Tbl yeM BbilIen? KaHAHAATOM?

— C Mepanblo, Mo MHAbIH. [IBa roaa 6bl1 yuHTeseM B
MockBe, NOTOM NpHCaAH ClOAA.

— YuuTeneM Toxe?

— TIlucapem B rybGepHckoe npaBieHHe,— oTBeyas Bepe-
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THUBIH.— $l «noj HavyajaoM»,— JOrOBOPHJ OH, 3aMeTsl He-
60/blIOE CMyUIEHHE NPHUATENS H 3aCMESBUIHCD.

— §1 He 3Han...— cka3zaa HUb6paes.

— HanpacHo He HaBen cnpaBok. Moe 3HakOMCTBO He
OYeHb JeCTHO, 0cOO€HHO AN TAaKOH Ba»HOH 0co6bl, KaK Thi.
He o6uxaiicsa. 1 3Hawo, Tbl Majblii XOpPOWHH, HO Mosl peny-
TalHsi MoTepsiHa, H Tebe Heyero CO MHOH CBfi3bIBATbCA. Thl
31ecb YX LeJblii Mecsil — s 3TO 3HaJ H He wea K Ttebe,
He BCTpPeTbCsl Mbl HEYAasiHHO, He MPHAH Tbl CaM...

— H T1eGe ne coBecTHO?

— Hwuuero He coBecTHo,— Bo3pa3usn cepbe3Ho Bepetu-
UbIH,— Ha 4TO 51 Te6e HyXeH? Thl uesloBeK CBETCKHH, 3a TO6OH
yXe YyXa)KMBAKT MaMeHbKH, Mo Tebe B3AbIXAIOT [A€BHLbI; Thl
4eJOBEK COJIHIHbIA, «BJACTH» HAlWH npel TOGOH C yBaXEHH-
eM,— Kakoe Te6e 1e/10 10 MeJKOH MOLIKH, KOTOpasi MpHUroaH-
Jacb MHpPY Ha nepenucbiBaHbe 6yMar H HH Ha uto 6oJblie?
Thl nHwewb npoTecTbl, a 51 He CMel0 BblUEPKHYTb 3aMNsATOH;
THl — L@pCKoe OKO, a fl aTTeCTOBAaH «BpPeAHbIM HaNpaBJeHH-
eM»! I'ne e Obi1a Gbl y MEHSi COBeCTb, ec/H 6 A cTtan Tebe
HaBA3BIBATbCA? Mbl NMOWIJH TaK PO3HO, UTO HaM BOBEKH He
BcTpeuatbes... Hy, n npouwai!

— Tbl oxecToueH,— ckazan HM6paes u 3amosuaJ.

HeckonbKo MHHYT OHH MosayaaH o6a. BepeTHublH onATb
NpHHAJACA c6HBaTb Jebeay, yabib6asicb HAaCMeUJIMBO H Kak
6yATO C OXHAAHHEM.

— UYro e Tbl He CIPOCHWb, 3@ YTO CO MHOH 3TO NPHKJIO-
UHJNOCb? — CNPOCHJ OH HaKOHel.

— Ax pa! B camoM nese, 3a uto? — ckasaa Ho6paes.

BepeTHublH 3acMesiicsi TPOMKO.

— Jla A1 ¥ caM He 3Halo,— oTBeuyaa OH, 6POCHB BeTKY,
KoTopoio Hrpaj.— Thl Ha roa HaHaa cebe kBapTHpy? Ha-
NpPAaCHO: TOT AOM XOJOJEH.

— B camom nene? Ito nocanHo... A Tbl XKHBeWb Yy CBOeH
cecTpbl? — cnpocHa HMbpaes.

— [a, y 3sat1.

— XopouHe awoau?

— JHa... [lypHbix aioael HeT. 3/10 eCTb TOJbKO OTBJEUYEH-
HOe MNOHSITHEe; B 1eHCTBUTENAbHOCTH ero HeT. O HeM roBopsAT
TaK TOJbKO, 4To6bl O ueM-HHOYAb roBopHTb. Ha cBere Bce
npekpacHo, Jax Bce A06pbl... OHH WaJAT HHOraa... HY,
TOTAa Ha HUX ecTb ynpaBa. Bor BaxkHble rocnoaa, Kak Thl,
HanpHMep...

— Tlocaywa#n, Cawa,— npepsan HW6pae, koTopomy
CTaN0 COBECTHO,— i €ellie He TAKOH BAaXHBLIH rocnoanH, 4Ttob
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Yy CO MHOH 6GblJIO TOBOPHTB HeJb3s. Byab oTKkpoBeHeH, caenal
MHJIOCTb.

— Jla uto e — oTKpoBeHeH... CKy4yHo,— cKa3aJa BApPYr
BepetnunH, He yaepxaBWHch 60ablle, NOTOMY JH, YTO Gbia
He B CHJaxX, HJH MOTOMY, 4TO TOJIOC CTAporo 3HaKOMOro
Bbi3biBaJ BbICKa3aTbC.— 3fATb — UHHOBHHK, Obla OeneH,
Tenepb Haxuaca. Cectpa 6nisna GegHas OeBYLIKA, TOJbKO
NoTOMy He cTpsAnana ofega, 4TO CUHTaJacb «6GapbilUHEH»:
Tenepb GapbiHA, B 6apxare, B NepbfAX; Kyya AeTeH... BOT OHH
BO ABOpe 3Mef MYCKaioT.

H6paes naBio cabiwan BO ABOPe KPHKH H Aaxe ApaKy;
OH MOMOPLUHJCH..

— 51 66 MOT, KOHEYHO, BCTYNHTLCSH, YHATb,— NMPOAOJXKaAA
BepeTHublH,— HO Belb 51 He aBTOpHTeT. Mo# 35Tb, HX 6aTIOLW-
Ka, ynpa)HsJCA B 3TOM 10 CEMHAaALaTOro roja *XHTHA CBOEro
H HbiHe Ty6epHCKHH Ka3HauyeH; A Ha CEMHaAlaTOM ToO4Y
Bbilep>KaJ YHHBEDPCHTETCKHi{l 3K3aMeH — a uYTo Xe f?..

— UTto Xe Thl Aejaellb? 3aHHMaeUbCA YeM-HHOGYAb, UH-
Taelb?

— Hekorpna, Herne, Heuero; 1 06A3aH 6biTb B J0JXKHOCTH
BCSIKHH A€Hb, MOH Yroa Tbi BHA€A: KHHI y MeEHS HeT.

— Ho Benb neHb BeaHk; mocje A0JXKHOCTH?

— Cnaio. Bort 3aech waraoch...

— Ho kak xe Tak.

— Ox, BH, pesreau! — npepBan Beperuusin.— Hy,
HaHAH MHe 1eJ10; CKa’XH MHe, UTO MOXHO [eJ1aTh, HO Pa3yMHO,
4106 3TO He 6blM0, YTO Ha3biBaeTcs, BoAdy Toqoub? [lucarb
3aMeTKH, cKasKelWb Tbl, 6J4aro s npenogaBaJ HCTOPHIO H
cTaTHCTHKY? Ha 3710 elue 1 cBO60gHOE BpeMs HYXHO, H cpel-
cTBa HYXHbI... Hy, na tak u 6biTb, NoN0XHM, Hawen 6bl A 3TO
Kak-HHOYAb, H3BOAb. HUTO pa3bupaTb, yeM 3aHATbCA? 3aeChb
HH MaMSATHHKOB, HH AOCTONAMSATHOCTEH, HH HCTOYHHKOB JHEM
CO CBEYKOH He OTbillellb. Bl B 0AHOM MOHacCTbipe KOCTblJb
[lepecBera, naska B ca)XeHb BbllUHHbI — H Ty MOHaXH nepe-
XBaTHJIH NIONOJAaM TOMOPOM: He NMOMEeCTHJ1acCh B HHILE, B HOBOH
uepkBH... Bot Tebe u Bce Tak. Cratuctika... O Heli odpHuH-
aJbHO JeCcATb TbHICAY pa3 MHCAHO, a TPOHYTb 4YTO-HHOYAb
Heo(HLUHAIbHOE, KAKYIO-HHOYAb XK HBYIO H 60JbHYIO CTOPOHY...
[TokopHo 6s1aropapio! ewlle NOWIOT NOAaAblUE, 3 MHE H 3eCb
CcKBepHoO!

— 3TO OTrOBOPKH; mNOCJaylaH, 3TO HEAOCTATOK CHJbI
BOJH...

— Euwe ckaxu: HepocrtaTok camooTBepxeHus! Ewe yto?
[1paBo, Bbl MHe HpaBHTECb, cYACTAHBUHKH! Bbl MOHATHA He
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HMeeTe O HacTOsiLleM TPylde, a KPHYHTe APYTHM, YTO6 TPyAH-
aucb. He 6ecnokoiiTech, Mbl H 6e3 Balllero NpHKa3sa TPyAHMCH,
CKOJIbKO €CTb HaUIHX CHJ, TPyAHMCA 6oJjiblie Ballero, XoTs
C BHIa Mbl TOJIbKO CITHM 1 r'yssieM B 6ypbsiHe: Mbl AyMaeM, Mbl
6epexxeM Mneyaab M ropeyb MbICJAH, TO, H3 4Yero Bbipabo-
ThiBaeTcsl 6,1aro,— a y Bac TOJIbKO €J10, Kakoe OHO HH 6yab,
cnseya, JHWb 66l aeso! Bac ecau yto 3aTpydHHT, €CH 4TO
MaJlo He MO BAC, Bbl TYT KPHYHTE H O 6J1arOPOJHOM HeCTOJIO-
6HH, H O JIOACKOH HempaBje, TPOMHTE, PAa3uMTe — W MPaABHI.
A 43 Hac, MeJIKOro Hapoaa, ec/H KTO He yMeJ NpOGHTb CTeHbl
roJloBOI0, TOT, MO-BallieMy, H JieHHBel, H 6e3 CHJbl BOJH,
H He caMooTBepxeH... Bce, roBopuTe Bbl, BO3MOXHO. YTO
)Ke BO3MOXHO-TO? J[lena Tol MHe He HaHAewb, a Kakoe
Hauliocb 6bl, TOTO AesaThb HeJb3sl, C TeM MPHIOTHTbCA 34eChb
He K KOMY. Bbl NpHBBLIKAH CYAHTb O 3aTPYAHEHHSAX C BbICOTHI
Balllero BeJIHYHA: clesaliTe MHJOCTb, 3arjasiHHTe MOHHXKe!..
s tebs, HanpuMep, 3aech o6L1eCTBO — AJIS1 MEHSl HET ero.
51 He moifily K MOMM TOBAapHLIAM-NHCAPSAM, 4 TBOH KPYr MeHA
He MpHMeT.

H6paeB ne Bo3pa3ua Ha 310. OH CNPOCHJ, NMOMOJYAEB:

— Ho Bce xe Thl 3HaKOM ¢ KeM-HHO6YAb?

— Hla, BcTpeyaiocb — KJAaHSAI0Ch.

— Tlouemy xe He GbiBaelwb HH y Koro? §l 3nech Mecsl H
HHrae Te6s He BCTpeval.

— $1 He nokay B OOM, KOraa He MOTY NPHHATb Yy ceb6A
noMa,— Bo3pa3ui BeperuubiH.— Bnpouem, a1 3Haio Bcex
3JEIIHHX H CTapMKOB, H MOJIOAHX, Aa)ke naam. [lpowayio
OCeHb H 3UMY CKYKa MeHsl 0j0Jes1a: 51 3aNHcaJcs B cob6paHue,
XO/[HJ TyAa YHTATb XYPHaJbl, HHOTAad NMOTJASAETb HA TAHUMbI.

— TaHuesan?

— C kem? K 3HakoMblM MoOeii cecTpn s He MOAXOXY,
LPYrHM 1 He mpeacTasjeH. MHOI0 3aHHTepecoBaach Lapuua
Bama, madame la princesse. Beab y Hee Ha yme Bce 6aJbl
¢ nepeofeBaHbsAMH 4a 61aroTBOpHTENbHbIE CNEKTAKJAH. YBH-
ieJla MeHsl — HOBOe JIHLO,— NMPHKasaja MOeMy Henocpen-
CTBEHHOMY HAauya/JbHHKY NPEACTABHTb MeHs €H H OCBELOMH-
Jlacb, HeT JIH 33 MHOIO KaKHX TaJaHTOB: He MOI0 JH f, He
Hrpal0 JH XOTb Ha TYyldKe, HeT JH CcNocoGHOCTEHd K
AekJamauuu. Huuero storo Her; HO 6yAb A1 aake 6e3rpaMoT-
Hblfi, Bce 6bl roauics Ha poJd Ge3 peyed, na MeHs, K
CYacTblo, «MPHHHMATb HeJOBKO». $ H ocrajcsi Ha OJQHHX
NOKJAOHAX, MOTOMY YTO BCe-TAKH MeHsl NOJABOAHJH K 3TOH
name. [loroM MHe paccka3biBasiH: TOBOPHTb eH GoJblie He-
yero, BcA neperoBopusaach. OHa NPOH3HOCHT MOHOJOTH 060



MHe nepe] CBOMM KpPYXXKOM, Hapek.a1a meHst «le jeune malheu-
reux»'. Mens B3opBasio. ['nyno 3to nomennss. S nepectan
XOAHTb Ha TaHlUeBaJbHble Beuepa. OHO, BpoueM, Gbl10 H He
Nno cpeACTBaM: MepPYaTKH AOPOTH.

— [Mocaywait,— ckazan H6paeB HepewutTenbHo,— a
TBOH CPelNCTBa Kak xe?

— KoneuHo, 6e3 rpowa. Uro ocrtaBanocb oT 3KOHOMHH
YUHTE/IbCKOrO )KaJOBaHbf, YTO AaJ MpPH BbiNYCKe MOKOHHHK
NANA, A BCe OTAaJ «B IOM»: He XHTb e Xpucra paau! Hy,
A M 31eCb NMOJYyyalo KaJoBaHbe, 10 LIeCTH py6aeil B Mecsau;
3TO, FOBOPAT, O4eHb XOpolLLo... Jla uTo MHe HyXHo! §I cuen 6ul
ce6 He 3HAI0 KakHM cuacTiMBUeM, ecaH 6 OblJa BO3-
MOXHOCTb HaHSATb KaKOH-HHOYAb 4epRraK H ROXKHTb OLHOMY.
BoJablue, npaBo, KaxkeTrcss, MHe H He Hano. S yX NpHyuyHJaCA
ce6fl OrpaHHuYMBATHb, HH K 4eMy He MNPHBbIKaTb, OT BCero
OTBbIKaTh, BC€ BBIHOCHTb... 3Haelllb, A TOro YTo6hl npoLuoi
3MMOH 3anHcaTbcsl H ObIBaTb B COOPaHHH, S 1aBaj YPOKH.

— UYro xe,— cka3an H6paes,— npekpacHo! 3Irto 3a-
HATHe H He Ge3BLIrOAHOE, 1 AyMalo.

— Jla. §1 yuua yHTaTh, NHCaTb NO-GpPaHUY3CKH 3a AeCATb
KOMneek B 4ac, AeCATb 4acoB B HeldeJql0 — 3TO OYeHb 3aHHMaA-
TeJbHO H OUYeHb BLITOAHO. $] mpoposxkana Obl 3TH ypOKH, na
3aXBOpaJ C HayaJa BeCHbl, NpoJexaJ Heleb LECTb H 10 CHX
Nop He NMonpasJiCh... CIOBOM CKa3aTb, OYeHb BeceJo! — 3a-
KJIoYHs BepeTHUbIH, 3a2kaB PYKH B KOJEHH, MOKAYHBAasiChb H
He rJIAAs Ha NpHATeJS.

— Ho HeyxeaH e HHYero, TaK-TaKH HHYEro OTPAAHOrO
B XKH3HH? — cnpocHa H6paes.

— To ectb uero xe orpaaHoro? Buaiobutbca? Y Mens,
MOH MHJbIH, 6apCKHe 3aMallKH: A ecsid 4To J106.110, TO J106-
Ji0 Xxopoutee. Xopouiee oueHb peako. [la xoTb 6bl U BCTpeTH-
JIOCb, OHO He npo Hac. Bnpouewm, s He oTKa3biBalo cebe B ya0-
BOJIbCTBHH... NOXAaJAYH, LypPauyHTbCH.

— Ax, Cawa, Hexopowo!..— cka3an M6paes, nocmatpu-
Bas Ha HEro H He HaxOA4sl cKa3aTb HHuyero GoJjee 3any-
LLIEBHOTO.

— Xopowo-To 4T0? — BO3pa3ua BepeTHubiH.

— Xopolero Ha cBeTe MHOTO, HO HJIH OHO He 1ldeTCs, HJIH
JIONH €ro He BHIAAT, HJIH CaMH €ro MopTaT...

— K kakomy »ke pa3spsay s RoJiKeH ObiTb NMPHUYHC/IEH:
K HeCHacTHbIM, K AypakKaM HJH K HeroasiiM? — CHpPOCHJ
CnoKoHHo BepeTHUbIH, BbICAYIIAB OYeHb NMPHJENKHO.

! «MONI0ABIM HecUacTAHBUEM» (Ppany.).
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— Te caAHWIKOM pe30K, Thl 0XeCTOYeH,— MPOLOJKaJ
H6paes, He oTBeuasi, — coGCTBEeHHbIe HeyaayH MellaT Tebe
CMOTpeTb Ha BellH GecnpuctpacTHo. CorJacHcb... He OGH-
xafca! corjacHch, B TBOeM UYBCTBE MHOrO 3roHsMma, a Jio-
OSIM, KOTOpble He 3HAIOT TeGsi KOPOTKO, 3TOT 3rOH3M MOXKeT
NOKa3aTbCA [axe NPOCTO... MeJKOH 3aBHCTBIO...

H6paeB ocTopoxHO ocTaHOBHJCS.

— Tlpononxaii, npogosxaii! — ckasan cnokoiino Be-
peTHUbIH.— $ Beab He OGHXAIOCh.

— Kak, He o6Hxaewbcsi? ga 3TOT OXHH OTBeET...

— Hmuuero. Yro xe moii orBet? Pa3sBe Thl nepBbulii MHe
310 nponoBeayewb? Thl rOBOpHLUIbL YUYTHBO, ApPYyrHe rOBOPHJH
HEeYUTHBO; Tbl CTapaellbCs BPa3yMJsATb, APYrHe HaNnpocro
MeHsl BbiCHAJH; Tbl coboJie3Hyelub, ApyrHe npesupaior. 5 ko
BCEMY MPHBBIK H MOry BcCe CJylIaTb, 1aXe He YAHBJAACH.
3Halo, s CMEWOoH: maaliHi AyX Ha xJe6ax y CBoero 3s-
TIOWKH, ry6epHCKOrOo KasHauesi; HO s He BHXY HHMrie, HH Y
KOro, HH B uyeM G6JaronoJyuyHs, KOTOpoMy MoOr Obl 3aBH-
NOBaTb... MHe nmpecKBepHO,-— 1, Ka)KeTcs, paccka3an 06 3TOM
Ia)e CJAHLIKOM MOoApPo6GHO,— HO TOXe HH 3a KaKHe 6saro-
noJy4YHsl He eJjaJs Gbl 1 YMeTb YHTAaTb BOT TaKylo MOpasb,
6YATO JIOAH 3TOHCTbI, KOTAa OCKOPOGJeHbl, 6YATO OHH CJjenbl
H He BHAAT CBOHX pajoCTell, KOrga HM CTAHOBHTCH XHTb
He noa cuay... Ecau uyero s HHKOraa Tepners He Mor, TakK
3TO Pa3HbIX CJ1adeHbKHX HJH NpPeMYApbiX FOTOBbIX CEHTEHLHH,
Ha KOTOpPbIX JIIOAH OUYeHb JIErKO YCTPOHBAIOT CBOIO XH3Hb...

— Jla Beab sezko, na Belb YCTPOUBANOT...— BO3PA3HJ
H6paes.

— Tbl HHCKONBKO He 3roHcT! — npepBas BepertHublH, 3a-
cMmesiBlIHCb.— [la, sierko, na, yCTPOHBAIOT; HO cJaAeHbKas
HJIH nmpeMyapast CEHTEHUHS OJHOro YCTPOHT, a APYroro riae-
HH6YyAb HenpeMeHHO GbeT HJH rHeT... A 3HaeWwb JH 4TO,
ecJIH pasayMaTtbesi 06 3TOM, Tak He OueHb KPenKO 3acCHeTCs?
Cnoko#icTBHe, KOHeyHO, mepBoe 6Jjaro... ga Hy ero!

H6paes nokypus, 6pocHs cHrapy H, noJb3ysicb TeM, YTO
npHATeb OTBEPHYJCS, B3IVIAHYJA Ha uyachl. BepeTHublH 3TO
BHAE.

— CKOJbKO? — CNpOCHJ OH PABHOAYLUHO.

— CewMmb.

— Tbl cnewnwpb Kyaa-HHOYAb?

— Her, ewe paHo,— orBeyan H6paes, cKoHpyxeH-
Hblii.— Beuep cnaBHblA! — npH6aBHA OH, OMMAALIBAACHL MO
CTOpPOHaM.

BepeTHublH cMOTpes TOXKe, HO Bbillle, B MPOCBET MOJOA0r0
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KjJeHa, 32 KOTOpPHM npsATajocbh coJHue. lHpokHe JHCTbA
najgaJjH THAXKEJNO H TeMHEJNH, a KHCTH >KeJTO-3eJeHbiX [BeTOB
6snectenn 6yato noa JakoM. BepeTHubiH mokauMBaa roJo-
BOI0O H THXOHbKO CTyyaJ naJjbllaMH OAHOH PYKH O ApYrylo,
6yaTO B TAaKT MNecHH, KOTOPYIO Hanesaa MbicieHHO. Bapyr
OH XJIONMHYJ pyKaMH TDOMKO, MOAHSIB 3THM HEOXHAAHHbIM
3BYKOM Tyuy BOpOGbeB, KOTOpbie 3aceqd OblJIO H B KJjeHe
H B XMeJle, a Telepb 3aKPYXKHJIHChL MO caly, He Haxoas MecTa.

— Urto Te6e B3ayMaJjocb? — cnpocuJ, cMesicb, U6paes.

— Jla rtak! uro oHH! cnaTb UM elle paHo.

— Kro y Bac coceau? — nponosxkan H6paes, caens 3a
BOPOGbSMH, KOTOpble MOHECAHCh yepe3 MjaeTeHb B COCEAHHH
can.

— He 3nao. Tyt MHoro gertefi; si 4acTo cJablllly, Kak
OHH XKYXXKAaT: YPOKH yuar.

— Tam H Tenepb KTO-TO YUYHMTCH; CJbILIHIIbL? XKYMXKHT.

BepeTHUbIH OrasiHyJacsl; XMelb 3aKpblBaad ero, H yepes
nJIeTeHb OH MOT BHAETb BCIO JOPOXKKY COCeJHEro caja, Takoro
xKe 3anyweHHoro. TaM npoxaxuBajacb MOJOAEHbKAast ae-
BYLIKA C KHHUTOH B PYKaXx; MOCMOTPEB B KHHTY, OHA 3aKpbiBaJaa
ee M BMNOJToJ0ca TBepAHJa NPOYHTaHHOe Hau3ycTb. o cay-
WaBLIHX A0J€TaNAH CO6CTBEHHblE HCTOPHUECKHE HMeHa, YHC/a
rOL0B, B KOTOPbIX A€BYLIKA MOCTOSIHHO c6HBasach, H KHHX-
Hbie nepHoabl o pobsectsax, o nobepax, o gobpoaerensix,
KOTOpble OHa NpouHThiBaJa GOHKO; y Hee Oblia xopoulas
namsaTtb. Ha aeByuike Obli0O TEMHO€ LIEPCTHAHOE NJaTbe, oye-
BHAHO, MAaHCHOHCKOe (OPMEHHOe, HO BMECTO (POPMEHHOH
6en0H neslepHHKH OHAa HaKHHysaa ce6Ge HA W€K 4TO-TO yep-
HOe, Mpo3pauyHoe, H H3-NoA Tionsl Genean ee nuaeyukdH. Ef
Ka3zajsocb JeT nATHaauatb. OHa O6blla HEBLICOKA pOCTOM,
He oyeHb CTPOMHA, MOJHeHbKas. Bo3Bpauwiasch no AOpoXxKe,
OHa of6paTHaach JHUOM K HabjaloaaBLWIHM 33 HEI0 MOJOABM
moasm. Ona 6bl1a cBexa, XOoTsl HeMHoro 6seaHa, HO mpe-
JIECTHOH nepsaaMyTpoBOH 6/€AHOCTbIO; LBET raa3s, KoTophle
OHa NOAHAJA, wWenya cBOH YPOK, ObiJl BEJHKOJENEH: TeMHO-
KapHe ¢ roay6oBaTbiMH OesKaMH, NMPeKpPacHO ouyepyeHHbe,
OHH rasiAeNH OCOGEHHO SICHO H NMPSIMO.

— Xopouenbkas...— cka3aa KH6paes.

— H kak cuacrauBa! — npu6asua BepeTuubiH, rasaf Ha
Hee.— TBepauT venyxy: «JlynoBuk Beaukuit» na «JIyaoBuk
Bceniobe3Hefuuii», 4 Boo6paxaer, 4yto Aeno aesnaer!

— Te6e-To uto? — ckasan H6paes, cmesichb.

— HocaaHno, rayno! [JoBosbHa co60i0, AOBOJNbHA BCEM,
BEDHT B3AOpY...
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— TlenanT! uTO X €if AenaTh, KOT4a y HHX MPENOAAIOT elle
no crapniM yueGHuKam? Eii, MoxeT ObiTb, OGBACHHTL He-
KOMY...

— UYro MHe 3a fgesio, XOTb OHAa HHYero He 3Hai; eule Obl
ayyite 6bi10! A BOT AOBOJBCTBO 3TO, IVISAH, HA JHLeE HaMH-
CaHO: NO/JBH3aeTcs, TPYAHTCS, H3BpaulaeT cebsi. Beuep Takoi,
4YTO TOJbKO AbllIH, 6erad, B KyKJbl HIrpad, a OHa HOC B KHH-
ry — 1 paaal

— TIlouemy Tbl 3Haewb? MoOXeT OblTb, BOBCe He paja.

— A He pajaa, HacCHJAbHO 3aCTaBHJH, TaK 4TO 3a rJjynas
NOKOPHOCTb? rje e B Hel XH3Hb?

— OHa, MoxeT ObiTb, H TNOHATHS He HMeeT, YTO Takoe
XH3Hb.

— Tak s el pacToakylo cefiuac,— cka3an BepeTHublH,
BCcTaBasi,— 4uTo6 OHA He BooGpa)kana, 6YATO 3TO BeJHKOe,
noJjesHoe aeno TBepAHTb «JlynoBuka Bcesio6GesHefiuero».
Beceso efi ¢ HHM, Tak NycTb CKyyHO 6yer.

— TIloano! uto 3a wanoctb! — ckazan Hbpaes, ynepxH-
Bas ero.

— Ha#an mue, moxanyicra, yto-HH6YAb BMeECTO 3TO#H
LI1aJOCTH,— BO3pa3Ha BepeTHUblH,— MHE POBHO [eJaTb He-
yero. BnpoueM, ycnokoficsi, 4yeqlOBeK MOpa/bHbIiA: 1 HE CTaHY
BOJIHOBATb ee BOOGPa’>KeHHS, «pa3BHBaTb» ee... ITO TaK XKe
CTapo, Kak ee JIyJOBHKH.

— Ho uTo xe Tbl xouewb? — cnpocHa H6paes, uaa 3a
HHM.

— §1 He xouy, uTO06 el 6bO Beceao! — ckasasa pe3Ko
BepeTHUBIH,— TYT CHAHIIL PSAAOM, YMHpaelb ¢ TOCKH, a 3Ta
JleBUOHKA...

OHH O6bliH yx y nJaetHda. HM6paes oToulen HECKOJbKO
B CTOPOHY, KaK 4eJOBEK Cepbe3HblH, MPOTECTYIOLIHH, HO JIO-
6onbiTHbIA. BepeTHUubIH O6GJOKOTHJACA HAa MJeTeHb, MOJOXHJ
6opoay Ha pPyKH M xkaag. [leByluka noaxoauna, YHTas H He
BHIA €ro.

— Yr0, CKYYHO YUHTBCA? — CMPOCHJ OH, KOraa oHa 6bina
paaoM.

JeByuKa noausaaa rnasa, 4yTb-4yTb B3[POrHYJ/a H UyTb-
4yyTb MOKpacHesa; OHa He 6exaJa, OJHAaKO, 3, HANPOTHB,
OCTAaHOBHJACb, NPHXKana K cebe pacKpbITYlO KHHTY H I10-
cMoTpesa npsiMmo Ha BepeThubina.

— Hanpotus, oueHb Beceso,— oTBeyasa OHa.

Ee rosoc 6bi1 Tak ke yBepeH, Kak ee B3rJsil, Kak ee
IBHXXEHHS; OHA He TOJbLKO He NoTepsAJachb, He CMYTHJI1aCb —
OHa JaxKe He YJHBHJACb, H N0OCJe Jerkoi KpackH, npobexasn-
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wefi No ee JHUYy OT HEYAasHHOCTH, Korjaa BApYyr pasjaJcs
nojaJjie Hee 4YyXXOH roJoc, AeByUlKa He KpacHeJja O6oJblue,
HO CTOflNa M 2KJaJa, yTo elle ef CKaxXyT. 3To 6bo He
KOKETCTBO: ee CMOKOHHBIH B3rJisiA He Bbi3blBaJ, He 3aHCKHBAJ
pa3roBopa; OHa He 3aKpbiBasja CBOEH KHHIH.

— Bbl oueHb npuaeRHbI, JIO6HTE 3aHATHE,— NMPOAOJ KA
BeperuubiH, B HabJlodeHHsAX 32 Helo 3a6biBasi UeJb CBOEro
pasroBopa.

— QOuetb.

— 3T0 oyeHb MOXBaJabHO. Bbl na)ke B BOCKpeCHblil AeHb,
B TaKOH NpeKpacHbl{ Beyep, 3a KHHIOH.

— MHe Halo TBEpPAHTb YPOKH.

— Bul BocnuTbiBaeTech B MaHCHOHe?

— Ha, y Ula6uueBoi.

— Tam crporo? -

— Her,— orBeuana oHa, onATb CNOKOHHO B3rJsiHyB Ha
Hero,— HO CKOpPO 3K3aMeHBbl.

— Bbl Xenaere OTJHUYHTHLCA?

— HenpemenHo.

— U uHapeerech ycnern?

— KoneuHo, ycnelo.

BeperuublHy mokasasach rayna 3Ta Hrpa B BOMNPOCH H
cBoe noJioxeHue. OH MOKJOHHJCH H, NTPOrOBOPHB «H3BHHHTED,
oTolles OT nmJjeTHsA. [leBylwlKa B3rjisiHy/Ja eMmy BCJaeA H noiuJaa
o AOPOXKe, ONATb B3fABLIHCH 3a KHHUTY. M6paeB cmesacs.

— Hy, 4t0? — ckKa3an oH.— Tbl c6HpaJjCA BHECTH TOCKY
B IOHYIO Aylly, H He ynaaocbh? «M npoub 6eryr Bparu, He co-
BEepLWHB MOJHTBbI»... [TaHCHOHEpKa Kak MaHCHOHepKa,— «1a,
HeT»... OHa H TOCKOBaTb He yMeeT!

— Bblyuntes,— orBeyan BepeTHublH, KOTOpOMYy cTaJjo
[OCAfHO... HEH3BECTHO Ha YTO.

OaHa U3 nAeMsiHHHL, AeBOUYKa JeT AeCATH, OUeBHAHO cefi-
4yac TONbKO YMbITasl H HapsiXKeHHAs B OYEHb HaKpaxMaJeHHoe
H OYeHb KOPOTEHbKOEe MJaTbHUEe, fBHJIAacb C NOpYyuYeHHEM
MaMeHbKH 3BaTb rocTs Kywarbs uvaih. M6paes wucnyrancs:
NOCeTHB CTApoOro 3HaKOMOro, OH COBeplUEeHHO HEOXHAAHHO
HaweJs ero B 6efe M TeM MeHee HaMmepeBaJicsl, BCAeACTBHe
TAaKOro KOMMPOMETHPYIOLLErO 3HAKOMCTBA, BXOAHTb B HHTHM-
HOCTb ¢ CeMeHCTBOM rocnoanHa kasHauves. OH HCKas npeaJiora
oTKa3aTbcs. BepeTHublH BHAea 3TO H caM NMOMOr eMy.

— Tenepb yX BOCEMb YacoB,— CKa3ajJ OH,— a TH
Kyna-to cbupancs; He omo3aail. Moe npaBusno: He 3anep-
JKHBaTb.

— O, B caMoM aese BoceMb! Cnacu60, UTO HATTOMHHJI,—
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cka3zan H6paes.— Bnaroaapute Bawy MaMeHbKy, MHJeHb-
Kas... Koraa xe yBuanmcs, Cawa?

— Koraa rte6e Bagymaercst 6biTb y MeHsi. 51 k TeGe He
npuay.

— Tbl HeucnpaBum! — cka3san H6paes, noxaB eMy pyKy
C YYBCTBOM, NIOTOMY YTO Ha NpollaHbe.

BepeTuubiH, cMesich, OTBOPUJ €My KAJHTKY, KHBHYJ roJo-
BOH H BOPOTHJCS B cap.

CayyHI0Ch CpPsAlY HECKOMBKO Npa3JHHYHbIX AHeil. BepeTu-
ILbIH HE XOJHJ B JOJKHOCTb H He OUeHb CKyyaJl, MOTOMY UTO Ha
Apyroil geHb cBHaaHusi ¢ HHM H6paeB npucaan eMy MHOro
KHHT. Ho uTeHHe elle pe3ue 3acTaBasijO 4YBCTBOBATb, YTO
KPYroM HeKOMY CKa3aTb CJOBa, H AaXe He NPHHOCHJO CBOEro
NOJNHOro Hacaa)kaeHusi. C JHIWKOM B roj Takoi 3atepsHHOH
)KH3HH BepeTHLbIH, KOHEYHO, He JIMWHJCS HH NPHBA3AHHOCTH
K HayKe, HH CNoCOGHOCTH LEHHTb MNpeKpacHoe, HO Kak-TO
pa3yuyH/cs NPHHHMATb cpa3y BMneyaT/JeHHs HAYKH M Nperpac-
HOro W 3a6biBaTbcsi B HHX. OHH GbIH YX CJAHLWKOM He-
CXOJHbI C BrieyaT/eHHsIMH ero CO6CTBEHHON XKH3HH, O KOTOPOH
OH CJHIIKOM MHoro HaaymaJgcsi. He Tto, uto6 oH norpss
B CBOHX MeJIKHX paboTax: HampoTHB, OH CTAPaJICs H yCrneBal
BBIHOCHTb 3TH paboThl KaK TsKeJbli COH, He Pa3MblJAS O
HHX, HO OHH NpPHMEWIHBAJH KO BCE€M €ro OLYLWEeHHAM Tynylo
TOCKY, 6OJIe3HEHHYIO TsiXKecTb, oTuasiHHe. Utenue 6bl10 447
Hero TO XKe, YTO CBHAAHHE C JOPOTHM UEJOBEKOM, C KOTOPbIM
Mbl JOJKHDBI Cefiuac paccTaTbesi, H MOMHHM 3TO... BepeTHuUbIH
cKyuaJ. [leabHble J10QH, 3HaA €ro 3a uyesoBeKa CnocoGHoro,
He NpeasoXHJaH 6bl HAa €ro CKyKy ApPYyroro JekapcTBa, Kak
3aHsiTHe H MyxecTBO. OHH G6blaH 6bl NpaBhi, KOHEYHO, HO
YacTO H caMble feJbHble JIOAH ONpeaeasiioT 3aHATHE TOJbKO
CJIOBOM «UYTO-HHOYAb» H MOUTH OOGHXKAIOTCSH, €CJAH HX NPOCAT
BHHKHYTb H NMPHAATb KakoH-HHOyAb 06pa3 3TOMY HeBeLleCT-
BEHHOMY «4TO-HHOYAb». BepeTHUbIH elle pa3 B XH3HH yCJbi-
waa 3to ot M6paepa. Uto e Kacaercs MyxecTBa, TO TOYHO
TakK e, KaK HMCTHHHble Xpabpeub, 6biBaBlIHe Ha BOHHe,
OTKPOBEHHO NPH3HAIOTCs, YTO ObiBAJIH MHHYTbl, KOT1a Yy HHX
WeBesHaach (pypaxkka, NOTOMY UYTO BOJIOCHI MOLHHMAJHCH
Abl6OM, TOYHO TaK e JIOLH, NepeHecuiHe B CaMOM jJefe
MHOro, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPAT, YUTO CaMH He 3HAIOT, KaK mne-
peHec/aH,— ONOJXHO G6biTb, 3a6biBWIHCL. MyxecTBa Her;
OHO — YepCTBOCTb CepAla HJAH 6ecneyHoCTb, 6eCcneyHoCTb,
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6saropoaHas, Bbicokasa aobpojerenb, HO Ao6poaeTeb, CJO-
XHBLUASICA H3 AeTCKOH 3a6bIBUMBOCTH H MOJOLOH OTBarH...
A y Koro ropbkasi A€HCTBHTE/NbHOCTb H Pa3MblllUJeHHEe 1aBHO
NporHany AeTCTBO, KOMY BCAIKYI0 MHHYTY NMaMsiTHO, YTO €ro
MOJIOAOCTb TPAaTHTCA H yOHBaeTcsi 1apoM, TOMY MyapeHo 6e3
3/J0CTH H XKeJYH CaAYylaTh MpOrNoBeaHd O MyXecTBe OT JlodeH,
KOTOpble He HYXXAaJHCb B 3TOH 106pojeTeJH...

C BHIa, KOHEYHO, caMas 3aKOHHAA TOCKa M CKyKa Bbipa-
XKaloTcA BAJSO#R TpaTol yMa H BpeMeHH Ha Ge3felicTBHe, JHXO-
pano4yHOH TpaToOH cepialla 4acTo Ha HeBO3MOXHOe, elle yalie
Ha nycTsAkH. Hexopowo, HO H OCYAHTb 3TO »KeCTOKO.

H6paes ckyuan Toxe, H TOXe OuyeHb 3aKoHHO: ropoa N
He yIO0BJIETBOPSAJ 4YesOBeKa, MPHBBIYHOTO K YIOBOJbCTBHAM
croauubl. OaHaxabl, uTo6Gbl paccesTbes, Mb6paes pewnacs Ha
3KCLEHTPHYHOCTb — Ha AJHHHYIO NPOTyJaKY 3@ rOpOA NeL KoM,
M, ycTaB, [AOBOJBHO MO3[HO BeyepoM 3aluen Mo jpopore
OTAOXHYTb K BepeTHLbIHY.

B npuxoxeit 6paeB BcTpeTH. /IBYX AaM, KOTOpbie yxKe
YXOLHJIH; B CYMepKax OH ycres 3aMeTHTb TOJbKO, YTO OfHA —
cTapyxa, Apyras — MoJojaas. BepeTHUbIH NpoBOXKaJa HX, Tak
XK€, Kak ero cecrpa, O4eHb OOpanOBABLUAACA MOCELLEHHIO
H6paeBa; oHa BcTpeTHN1a ero oyeHb FPOMKHM MPHBETCTBHEM
H Ha3BaJja 1o HMeHH, 4To6 O06paTHTb BHHMaHHe CBOHMX moce-
THTeAbHHU. Ho noceTHTe/ibHHUB He O6pPAaTHAM BHHMAaHHA,
KaKoH BaXXHbli yesOBeK BOLIe] B AOM TOCNOXH Ka3Haue-
WH, ¥ ywad, a BeperuubiH yBen HM6paeBa B cBol0 KoMm-
HarTy.

— CnacHnb6o, yTo 3alen,— cKa3aJ/J OH, 3aXKHras cBedy H
pacTBOpAsi OKHO, BbIXOAMBLIee B cafl,— cnacHb6o, uyro
BCMTOMHHJI.

OH 6bl1 3aMeTHO B3BOJHOBaH, OGsieqHee OOGbIKHOBEHHOTO,
Koraa ¢ Kako#-To OcO6eHHOH MPHA3HbIO OH nojaaa o6e pyKH
H6paesy;, HMb6paes 3aMeTHsn, 4TO 3TH PYKH XOJIOAHBI.

— Kro 370 6Bl Y Bac? — cnpocHa OH.

— XMeneBcKas ¢ A04epblo.

— Tuol Ba06eH B Hee? — npoaonxkan H6paes, cam He
3Has, WYTA HAH AOranbiBasiChb.

— Or Koro Tbl cablWwan? — cnpocusa BepeTHubiH nocnetu-
HO, He CMYTAICb, HO MOPAaXEHHbIH.

— Hu ot Koro HHyero He cabixan; MHe ceduac nokasa-
Jaocbk. Yro xe?

— Jla,— ortBeyan BepeTHUbIH, ceq HanpoTHB MpHATeNS,
MOJIOXKHJ PYKH M JIOKTH Ha cToJ, a Ha HHUX rojoBy. OH
6bls1 yeM-To CHJAbHO H3MYyueH. U6paeB HHKoraa He 6paJs H He
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Jo6Ha 6paTb Ha cebs yTellaTb, HO HCMOBeAb BJIOGJIEHHOTO
nokasajacb €My pa3BJieueHHeM.

— Y10 Xe? — MOBTOPHJ OH,— paccKa3sbiBa.

BepeTHUBIH OTAsiHY/CS, BBIAEDHYJ CHTapy H3 OTKPBITOH
CHTFAPDOYHHLbI MPHATEJS, 3aXKer ee H, OAYPSASCb IbIMOM, OT
KOTOPOTO OTBbIK, CKa3aJl, 3aCMesIBILHCh:

— CnaBHas Bewb cHrapal

— Her, TBOSI-TO HCTOPHA?

— Mos wucropusi... Jla Tbl cam 6biBan BJOGAEH?

— Huxkoraa.

-— Hy, 310 nycTb nocayxut Tte6e ypokoM... Brnpouem,
gam 3THX ypokoB He Hano! Caenail MHJIOCTb, MO3HAKOMbCSH
¢ XMeJeBCKHMH: 3TO TeGe MOXHO, NMPHJAHYHO: OHH — MOpS-
AouHoe ob6ulectBo. CTapyxa apHCTOKpaTKa,— o6BeTinaJas,
npasjia, HO apHCTOKPATKa; XXHBET CKPOMHO, MPHHUMaeT pel-
KO, HO B 60/blLIOH YeCTH...

— 9 3Hnato, cablwaJ.

— Hy Bor, nosnakombcs. Y Hee aBe gouepH: OAHA cTap-
wasi, a BoT 3Ta, Codbsi ANeKCAHAPOBHA... Thl YBHAHIIb.
OHH 3HaKOMbl ¢ MoOel CecTpoil,— 3TO OHH CHHCXOXIEHHe
adenator. CecTpa KPecTHKOM Ha CTEHKe OTMETHT TaKOH Top-
XKECTBEHHBbIH leHb, UTO OHHM MOXKAaJOBaJH, Aa ellle Thl BCJe[
3a HUMH. [To3Hakombesi. Bl napa, Bbl poBHs. [lepen To6o#,
MOXeT 6biTb, pacTaeT 3TOT Jel NPHJAHYHA H 106pOAeTeNH...
51 aBa rosa He MOry nOGHTbCH.

— Tak Tbl yX 0aBHO 3HaKOM?

— C Coduoeit AnexkcanaposHoi? C Mocksbl. TaM, Koraa
eule He GblJH AJ51 MeHS 3anepTbl ABEepPH MOPSAOUYHBIX AOMOB,
KOT[la Ha MEHs ellle MaJblleM He YKa3blBaJlH, He CTOPOHHJIHCD
OT MeHs, sl Xa)HBan K ee poaHbiM. OHa y HHX uenblii ron
FOCTHJIA; OHH He OTNYCKaJH ee K MaTepH. [la ¢ Heil paccTaTbes
CKOpPO Heab3si. Takue cyluecTBa, Kak OHa, MOCHIJIAIOTCA Ha
CBeT B pelKHe, 0cO6EHHO Lieapble MHHYTbHl. KpacaBuua, Muaa,
KZK pe6eHOK, lyMaeT, UyBCTBYeT 3a BCeX, KPOTKaf, C OTBETOM
Ha BCSIKYIO MbICJb, C Cl1€3aMH Ha BCsIKOe cTpajnaHnue... d, 6bl-
BaJ0, H3 ce651 BLIXOXKY: KAK CMEIOT FOBOPHTb C HeH, CMOTpeTh
Ha Hee apyrde? [loHumaloT Ju OHH, uTOo nenaioT? Kak B
rOJIOBY MOXET MPHXOAMTb, YTO K HeH MOXXHO O6paTHTbCH,
K3aK K IpYrod neBylUKe, C KOMIVIHMEHTaMH, ¢ Ji06€3HOCTAMHN:
pa3Be oHa To, uTto Apyrue? Jlo6uTb ee... Hano cnepsa no-
HATb, KaK NOMKHO ee Jio6HTb! CoBeplIeHCTBY Halo AaBaThb
coBepiueHHoe! Mbl MPHBBLIKAH K TOMY, 4YTO HaM MO MJe4y, Mbl
NOrpsi3jH B MOCPEACTBEHHOCTH; Mbl He MOHHMaeM, CKOJbKO
BbICOKOE BbIll€ HAac; Mbl HWAEM K HeMy He 3alyMblBasiChb...
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BOT KaK CTapyxH MO mnpHBHuke B uepkoBb xoadar!.. Oxa
He OTFOHHMT, KOHeYHO, HO Belb HAJ0 NOHATb, KAK OHa A06pa,
Kak GOMTCA OCKOPOHTbD...

— Tak y Hee 6biJ10 MHOTO...

H6paes xoTen ckasaTb «B3AbixaTeseH», HO yaepxaJca
H NonpasHJCAH:

— Tak oHa HHKOro He Bbi6pana, He Jo6una?

— Boo6pasu Moe cuactbe — HHKOro! — otBeuaa Be-
peTHublH.— $l peBHOBaJ, NOAMeYas, HAKOHELl KaK cyMacluea-
WHIA pelldscsi caM CpocHTb ee. S 6bl1 KOPOTKHI 3HAKOMBIH,
NOUTH Ha NpaBax Apyra; aAoropopuJics u cnpocua. OHa Bceraa
HcKpeHHa: «HuKoros...

— Hy, uero xe Tl kpan? Tyt 6bl H NpH3HATbCA.

— Tyt u npu3Hatbea? Ho nofiMu: «HHKOro», crano ObiTb
H He MeHs? $l ckaszan ce6e: «[logoxay;' oHa noawGHT
MeHsi». MHe noka3ajnocb Aa)e XOpOLIO [J0XXHAATbCA, BHAETH
ee yacTo. JTOT OTKpPOBeHHHH pa3roBop eule cO6AH3HA HAC.
$1 cam cTan BO BceM OTKpOBeHHee, A1 1aBaJ el Jyulie y3HaBaThb
ce6si, 1 C yMa CXOAHJ H XOJOJHO paccuHTbiBad.. Thi He
MOXellb NOHATb, KakK 3T0 aesaaercs!

— He mory, He mory. Bot s H yuychb.

— Yuucsb!.. Tol He 3Haellb, 4TO TaKoe POKOBasi JIOGOBb.
He nepsas oHa, HHKOraa He nepBasi,— TaK CJAYYHJOCb CO
MHOH,— a BOT TaKasl, KaK 3Ta, Korjia rosopHuib ce6e, uToO
Bce HalileHO B 3TOH KeHillHHe, BCe, 4Yero Aylwa MpocHAa,
KOrAa BHAHMUIb, YTO XXH3Hb OCBETHJACh...

BepeTHublH 6pOCHA cHrapy, KOTOPYIO AeCSiTb pa3 racuJ H
3axXHraJ.

— Hy, uto ke? — ckasan H6paes.

— Hy, uepe3 HeckosbKO MecAlleB MeHA BbicsanH #3 Mock-
Bbl CloAa,— BOT H Bce. §I naxe ¢ Hell He ycrnesa MNPOCTHTbCS.

— U Bbl BCTpeTHAHCHL 3a€Ch?

— 4 pewnacs... Tuel 310 nofimewib. §l, Kak npHexaa ciwoaa,
yMHpaJ ¢ TOCKH; HeKyla [AeBaTbCf; AOMa... HY, Thbl BHAHLIb!
¥Y3Han A, uto XmeneBckasi MaTb ObiBaeT y CecTpbl, H, Koraa
OHa OAHa)Abl NpHexana, pewdacs eii nokasatbcs. Ona
nossaja MeHs K ceGe. «Bbl Moo CoHeuky 3HaeTe». Buaure,
3T0 AaJjo MHe npaBo! MaTtb 6ory moautcs Ha coio CoHeuky.
Ee ewe Toraa 3nech He 6bl10: Bce rocTHaa B Mockse; HO H 6e3
Hee MHe OBbIJIO y HHX no ayuwe. Xopowas cTapyxa; Aapy-
ras J04b — A06pasi AeByWKa, FOBOPHTb MOMXHO C HHMH.
S ctaa XxoAHTb K HHM vyacTo. Ho — Thi MeHs 3Haeurb HJH He
3Haellb — BCe paBHO, MHE CKOPO CTaJo TSXKeJO0 TaM ObiTb.
KTo, Kak f, B JIOXXHOM [MOJIOXXE€HHH, TOMY HHT[e He MOXeT
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GbiTb Jerko. OHH, XMeseBCKHe, 3HaJH MOIO HCTOPHIO, 3HAJH,
4TO 1 MpaB, MOHHMAJH 3TO ICHO, HO — XeHLHHb! — pobKo,
Kak 6yaro H nepea cob6oil 60sJHCb BBIFTOBOPHTb T'POMKO,
4YTO A mpaB.. [la 4YTO s1 HAa XKeHLHH! H MYXUYHHB TO Xe
aenaioT. Hy, MHe 3T0 Gbl10 TAXKeN0: 3TH OrIAAKH, 0COGEHHO
KOria MOCTOPOHHHe O6blBaJH Y HHX, 3acTaBaJjii MeH#, MO-
CMAaTpHBaJH HAa MeHsl, KaK OyATO YAHBJSAACH, 3ayeM s TYT.
Moe 3HaKOMCTBO KOMIPOMETHPOBAJO O0COGEHHO; sl H3 BCEro
ropoja ToJbKO H 6blBaJj, UTO Yy OAHHX XMejeBCKHX... 51 no-
AyMaJ, uYTO MHe He CJeiyeT HX CTeCHATb c060i0, CTal
XOIHTb pexke, B TaKHe 4achl, KOraa 3HaJ, YTO MOCTOPOHHHX
He 3actaHy. OHH 3Toro 6yATO He 3aMeTHJH, HO CleJaJHCh
KakK-TO ellle MpHBeT/HBee, TO €CTb OHH MOHAJH H KOCBEHHO
6narogapuad. 3To, KaK Thl, HalelOCb, MOHHMAaellb, MOXeT
B30opBaTb. MeHst H B3opBaJjo, HO s He oTCTaJd. 310 6bLIO
npoiwyoii oceHbio; oHd xkaand Codbio: OHa A0JMXKHaA 6bija
npHexaTb HakoHell. [louToBble KapeTbi MPHXOAAT cioga H3
MockBbl BeuepoM Mo3gHo. MaTb He MOrJia HATH B NOYTAMT
BcTpeuath Codbio, cecTpe 6b110 HEYLO6HO HATH NMOYTH HOYbIO
oaHoH. HaBcTtpeuy Codbe B Ha3HaUeHHbIH €i0 deHb PeLuHJH
noc/a1aTh OMHOrO Jakesl, YTOObl MOMOYDb el B3ATb BelH. i cabi-
laJa 3TH pacnopsikeHHs. $1 »kpan OoJablie, 4yeM MaTb H
cectpa. B noaroaa 3HakomcTBa B ee gome, B ee ceMbe, e
ee JIO6HJH, rle FOBOPHJH O HeH 6ecrnpecTaHHo, s NoJio6H
ee, Ka)keTcs, ewle 6oabuie, yeMm Jio6Ha npexae. 5 xaaa ee...
He 3Halo Kak, ¢ 3aMHpaHHem cepaua. /1o ee mpHe3na ocra-
BaJicAa ewe ueabld Mecsin. MHe Boo6pasH/IOCh, YTO OHA MNpH-
efeT paHbllie Ha3HAYEHHOTro CPOKAa, H HECKOJbKO MOYTOBbIX
AHeHd s TOpuyas OAHH B 3aJje MoytaMTa, MOKA MPHXOAHJAA
Kapera, Moka TNpHe3xxHe BbibHpaJHCb, pa3bHpaJucb, TNMOKa
pacxoau/aHch Bce, Aa)ke cTopoxa. MeHs NpH3HaAH TaM,
MOYTaJbOHbl HauyaJH MOCMATPHBATb HA MEHA H CMeATbCH.
MHe crano coBecTHO, i HauyaJ XOAHTb HaBCTpeuy KapeTe
3a 3acraBy...

— B okta6pbckHe Beuepa? — npepBasa Mb6paes.

— B okTabpbckHe Beuepa, ABa pasa B HeleJlo, TO B CJA-
KOTb, TO B 3aMOPO3KH,— OTBeuyas BepeTHUbiH ¢ KaKoOH-TO
HacToHuHBoH HacMellKoH.— [Ipn6aBb, uTO A Kawasa, He OT-
BOAA roJsioca, uto s npuberas HHoraa ¢ Kpas cBera, ¢ ypoka,
4YTO, KOra f HH ¢ ueM BO3BpallaJcs AOMOR 4acoB B JECATD,
371eCb YXKe BCe IoJerJu crnatb, H Y MeHsl He OblJO CTaKaHa
ropsiyell Boabl, 4To6 corperbcs. Hy, 310 BCce B3aop, HHuero!
51 Bee xnan. 5 posen ce6s 40 TOro, uTo 3A6HYTb MHe 6biJIO
HacJaX/1eHHe MPH OJHOH MBICIH TOJNbKO, UTO s1 BbIHY ee,

76



Co¢bio, COHHYIO, TEMJIEHbKYIO H3 KapeThl, UTO ee GesieHbKOe
JIHUHKO OsiecHeT MHe npH ¢oHapsX, NO4 A0XKAEM, N0 BETPOM,
B TeMHOTe, B TOJKOTHe 3TOH rayno#, uto Tasx Bcerda. Tak
H cayuusocb. B TOT geHb kapera eille 3ano3aafa; si npo-
JeXVPHJ TO Yy 3acTaBbl, TO Ha noabe3je Moyramra, TO B
3aje 10 noJayHouH. Jlakefi XMeseBCKHX TNPHXOAHJ, yluea
He [10X[aBIUHCb, BEPHO, 3aCHYJ [A0Ma H He MpHLUeJ BOBCE.
Koraa s 3acabilan BaaJH, Ha naoulaas, Tpyby KoOHayKTOpa...
Thl He 3Haellb, YTO YYBCTBYeTCs B TaKHe MHHYThbI!

— He 3Halo; pacckaxH.

— Paccka3sartb Heab3s. § kHHyJCA Kak yropeabldi. Jlowa-
[H elle He OCTAaHOBHJHCH, KaK i yX OTBOpHJ ABepuy. Mue
NpsAMO HAa PYKH CBaJHJjachb ToJicTas 6apblHA H CNPOCOHKA
KpHuHuT: «[lomepxH, Ja106e3HbIH, CYHAYYOK»,— H CYyeT MHe
y3Jbl, NOAYLWKH KakHe-TO. 51 Bce 3TO, H ¢ 6apblHeil, TOAKHYJ
Ha TpoTyap: A 3acabiwajg B Kapere rosoc Co¢bH,— OHA
C Apyroii CTOPOHbl TOXe OTAaBaJa YTO-TO KOHILYKTOpY; A
TOJIKHYJl KOHAYKTOpA... :

— Hy u Bbicaaua ee? Beab rnaBHoe cocToOA10 B TOM, YTO6
ee BblcagHTb? — npepBaa H6paes.

BepeTtHublH nocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— Jla,— cKasan oOH nocje CeKyHAbl MOJ4YaHHSA, B3AB
OpOLUEHHYIO CHrapy H ONATb CTapasich 3a)Keub ee,— B3fJ
ee BellH, KJIHKHYJ eH KpPbiTbie APOXKH, IPHCeJ caMm C H3BO3-
YHKOM H MPOBOAHJ ee K MaMeHbKe. OHH leJOBAJHCh leJble
nojyaca B NpHxoxXefi, a A CTOAN B CBOEM MOKDOM NaJjbTO
H Jo6oBanca. Copba ouHyaacb HakoHel. «Bor Kro MmeHs
nposoaua». Craau 6aarofapHTb, MPHrJaawWanH OTAOXHYTb,
HanuTbcA yaio. UTo 3a yail B NOJHOUbL! @ OHH roA UeJblH He
BHAAJHCb. 51 He ocMesHACA GECMOKOHTb H ylUesa, a MexXAy
TeM BCNOMHHJ, UTO CTOJOHaYaJbHHK 3afajJ MHe Topy
nependHckH K yTpy. OHa npHiujgach KCTaTH, MOTOMY 4YTO He
cnanochb.

— Oryero ke He cmaJocb?

— C xoJoay, A0JXKHO 6bITb,— 0TBeuaJ BepeTHUbIH.

OH OTKHHYJCA Ha CTeHKY CTyJa H KYypHJ elue paBHO-
AyliHee CBOETO NPHSATEeNs, KOTOPbIH, YyTKO MOHSAB, YTO pasro-
BOp ynajaert, MOYyBCTBOBaJ ce6sl HEJOBKO. )

— Hy, notoMm T O6biBas ONATL Yy HHX, BHAE] ee? —
CMPOCHJ OH, CTapasicb BbIKA3aTb Jaxe HeKOTOpoe BOJIHEHHe.

— bBbiBan, BHAAJ, 6biBal0 H BHXY,— OTBe4yas BepeTHUbIH.

— U ona?

— Yro? ’

— Her, Ho... KaK xe... Kakye e Baly OTHOWEHHA C HEH?
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— 51 npuHAT KaK npexae; crapaiocb He HacKyuyaTb. Ko
MHe B BbicllIell cTeneHH BHUMaTe bHbl. BOT s1 HegaBHO, BeCHOI,
6bls1 60s1eH: ee MaTb H OHAa MEHA HaBEeCTHJIH.

— A, npekpacHo! 3T0O MHOro 3HaYHT...

— PoBHO HHYero He 3HauyHT: OHHM HaBELIAWOT H Ha uyep-
JAaKax.

— Ia, Ho He MoJsoabiX Jloael M3 obulecTBa.

— $1 He Mos0L0# yesoBeK, S He NPHHAANEXY K obLLecT-
By,— B0O3pa3uJ Beperuubin 6osee pe3ko, yueM XoTes, H IOTOMY
3acMmesiacs.

— Ho... Ho, Hazelocb, eciv OHa XOpOLWIO BOCNHTaHa, TO He
JacT 3TOro 3aMmeTHTb? — cka3aa Mo6paes, npuagaB ce6e BuA
03a604Y€HHOTO Yy4acTHA.

BeperHubiH pacxoxoTaJscs rpoMmKo.

— OHa npekpacHo BocnHTaHa,— OTBeyaJ OH.

— Hy, uto xxe? Kak ke Bbl BCTPETHJIHCb? — MPOA0JKAM
H6paes, crecusisicb M Hula caoB.— OHa He mepeMeHHaach?

— TIloxopowena,— cka3zan BepeTHublH, BApyr npepBaB
cBo#i cMex.— Jla cpesnalt MHJOCTb, MO3HAKOMbCS,— yBepsilo
Te6s1, He packaewbcsi. KpacaBuua, o6pa3oBaHHa, yMHa...
S, XoTA M MaseHbKHH yesoBeK, MOTepPsAJ NMPaBO HMeTb CBOE
MHEHHe, HO BKYC y MeHst Obl1 koraa-to. M Tak kak Thi
yAOCTOHBaellb MeHSi CBOEro pacrnoJiOXKeHHs, TO s He cMelo
o6oaratb Baule Bblcokopoane. [IpUATHBIA 1OM-C, HMEIO YecTb
PeKOMEeHA0BaTb.

— Tol  wyTHwb,— npepsaa cepbe3vo Ho6paes.— [lo-
XanayH, uto6 pocTaBHTb Te6Ge YAOBOJNbCTBHE, B3IVIAHYTD,
A cienaio BU3MT, 6yly pa3, aBa; a O6oJblle MHe, NMpaso,
Hekoraa. M cornacuch — B gome y XMeneBCKHX Moe MoJjo-
XeHHe OyaeT HeJOBKO, HenpHsTHee TBoero. $I »KeHHTbCH,
no kpa#Heii mepe Ha m-lle Sophie, He HamepeH, 6yab OHa
ThICSIUY pa3 KpacaBHUa. Thl MeH® He yNpeKHellb H He 3aro-
JIO3pHWb B pacuyeTe, HO Tbl CaM 3Haelllb, YTO y XMeJNeBCKHX
COCTOSIHHA HeT, a MHe OHO HyXHo. Kak HH BepTHCb, Kak
HH nponoBeayH, 6e3 JeHer XHTb Heab3fl. A MOKaXHCb A
TOJbKO B HX AOM ja ObiBaH noualue... He TO YTO TOJKH —
A K NPOBHHUHAJbHBIM TJAYNOCTAM 3apaHee ce6si NPHIOTO-
BHJ — HO CaMH OHH, CTapyxa, A0o4epH, NPOCTO CTAHYT JOBHTb
Kak xeHuxa. Mademoiselle Sophie u ymHa, n Ha ueprakax
HaBellaeT, HO OT BbLIFTOJHOH NapTHH, KOHEYHO, He Mpouyhb.
Kak Tol aymaewb?

— Bcekoneuno-c...— oTBeyaa nporsKHO BepeTHublH.—
A s BOT elle 4TO AyMalo: OAMHHAALATb YaCOB HOUYHM, H Be3jle
co6aK CNyCcKaloT, ec/H Ballle BbICOKOPOAHE elle 3aMellKae-
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TeCb, TaK OHH BaM MNoJbl OGOPBYT, a MOXeT, H HOraM
JOCTaHeTCAA. B BalieM 3BaHHH 3TO NPHKJIOUYEHHe ellle HEeMpH-
fiTHee, UeM B HalueM, B NMHCAPCKOM.

— Tol npoka3uuk! — ckasan HU6paes cmedch, BcTaBas H
B31B CBO€ MaJbTO.

OHO cBecHJ10Cb PYKaBaMH KHH3y, HO BepeTHuUbIH He BCTa-
BaJ W He nomoraj Apyry.

— Hy, npowaii,— ckazan H6paeB, cnpaBHBUIKCH
OlHH,— XOuellb ellle cHrapy?

— Cnacu60o, 1 U TY He KOHYHJ.

— BoT uTO 3HAUHT OTBBIKHYTb!

— Ha.

— U He npusbiKaii 6osblue; uto! B3gop!.. Kakas Houb uy-
necHas! Tbl, BepHO, nMoljellb MeyTaTb B CBOH...?

— Oropoa. Her, cnatb xouy.

— Jla, KCTaTH, 4TO TBOA Cal0Bas 3HAKOMKa?

— He 3Haw, A He Bunaa ee GoJablle.

— Jlo cBHAaHbA.

H6paes ywen.

Beuepa 3toro sieta npoBoAHAHCH OYeHb NPHATHO N-CKHMH
wHuTensiMu. Komanadp crossuwero B N noaka naBan ceoux
MY3bIKaHTOB, H OHH 1Ba pa3a B HeleJiO C WIECTH N0 AeCATH
4acoB HrpaJii B ropoickoM cany. ['opoackoii cal OXHBHICH;
OH HAaMOJHHJCA TaK, YTO XOAHTb B HEM He OblJi0 BO3MOXK-
HOCTH. MoaHble Mara3uHbl NPOAaNy HEBEPOATHOE MHOXKECTBO
WAAMNOK, 6YPHYCOB H POYHX HAPALOB H 6,1aroc/0BJAANH NOJK
H MpHA3Hb ero HauyaJbHHKa K CTapuinHam 6J1aropoaHOro
cobpaHHs, KOTOpbie MnepeBesH Ha JeTo NoMellleHHe KJay6a
B MaJleHbKHH AO0M, BbIXOAHBLIHIA 6ankoHom B caa. [lepen
caMblM 3THM 6aJIKOHOM, Ha Jy)KafiKe, pacnoJarajcs opKectp.
[laMbl-apHCTOKpaTKH, ycTtaBasa 6pOAHTb B TECHOTe, pacnoJa-
rajJHcb Ha CKaMeHKax BOKpPYr 6a/jKOHA, H K HHM BbIXOMHJIH
6ecepoBaTbh rocnoaa, KOHYaBLUIHE HJAH €lle He HayaBlIiHe
cBOUX mapTHit B Kay6e. OcTanbHoe HapoaoHace/ieHHe NeCT-
peJsio Mo A0pOXKKaM; MOrOBapHBAJIH 1aXe, UTO B € AHHCTBEHHOMH
6oabwoii Geceake MNOMPaBAT MOJ H YCTPOAT TaHUbl. XOTA
JJeTHHEe yBecesjeHHA HauyaJjJHCb AOBOJbHO PaHO, C [OJOBHHbB
Mas, HO ny6/JHKa He oxJajeBaja K HHM, W MOXHO G6bl10
HaleATbCsA, YTO He OXxJageer 10 OCEHH, ©CJH [IPOCTOHT
XOpollas noroaa W ApyxeJsaio6He CTAaTCKOTO H BOEHHOTO Ha-
4yasbCTBa.
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EnBa sin He onHH U3 Bcex N-cKHX MoJioabIX JIO4eH, B cal
He 3arasabiBaa BeperTHubiH. OH cabllian H3anaH, H3 CBOero
oropoaa, TpyObl H JTHTaBpbl OpPKeCcTpa; cHauaja 3TH OTpbiBOU-
Hble 3BYKH TPEBOXHJH ero A0CajHO, KaK 4YTO-TO JIHLUHEC,
4YTO-TO HAaNOMHHaBLIee, MPHXOAHBIIEE HANPAaCHO BO3MYLLATh
THUWHHY, K KOTOPOH MOJOJOH ueJoBeK cTapaJjicsi NMPHYUYHTb
ce6s H nouTH NpHBbIK. HHuero Het nocangHee, Kak WyM NpH
6esnonbe. Jlioned, noxanayi, 6610 JOBOJBLHO KPYroM, HO A
BepernubiHa Hx He OblL10; Koraa temHes Bedep, BeperuubiH
Ha CBOEH UIATKOWH CKaMeHKe MojJ XMeJeM HauHHaJ HaXOAHTb
Hacna)kaeHHe B 3aMHDAHHH BCSIKOTO [IBHIXKEHHS H LIeNora,
B XOJIOJHOBAaTOM MNpHMepKaHHH cBera. UyBcTBO TOXe cTa-
HOBHJIOCH THXO, €3 MOpLIBOB; MpOLIellee YXOLHJAO KaK-TO
eule naJjbfle; nedanb jJesajacb He Tyna, He MMOKOPHA, HO
ryly60Ka H CIIOKOHHA 10 TOpXKeCTBeHHOCTH. B Helt 6bina cBos
Hera, cBoe HacaaxieHue. M BApyr 3To HacnaxiaeHue Ha-
pYUIEHO HeJenMbiM CTYKOM H TpPOMOM H31aJH, CTYKOM H
rpOMOM Ha MOTexXy JIOASAM, KOTOpble, HHUEro He jeJas LeJblH
B€K, B3AyMaJaH pa3HooO6pa3HTb CBOI MPa3AHOCTb.

BepeTHubiH paccepauscst Ha MY3bIKy, KOrja OHa, pa3iaB-
LIMCb B MepBblil pa3, BbirHaja ero M3 cana. B apyro# pa3 ol
NoBepHyJ O6bl10, 4TOObl ONATb YHTH, HO pasidymaJ: cTaJjo
XaJb norepsATb Beuep. B TpeTH#t pa3 OH cTan npucayLid-
BatbcA. Opkectp urpan ¢HHan H3 «Jlyunu»; BepeTHubiH
y3Ha/ ero M3 HeCKOJIbKHX HOT, NpHHeCeHHbIX no BeTpy. OH
caM He MOl OMNpeleNHTb YyBCTBA, KOTOpOe 3aCTaBHJIO €ro
NPHMOAHATLCA HA CKaMeiike H, MOYTH ¢ OHeHHeM cepaua,
Knatb apyroro otpbiBKa. OH HH 32 4To 6bl He 3axoren
O6bITb TaMm, B Caly, y OpKecTpa, HO HH 3@ YTO He NMPOMEHsI
6bl OLLYUIEHHS, KOTOpOe OXBATHJO B 3TH MHHYTbl €ro AyLy.
YepHbie nepeBbsi, poca, OT KOTODOH TeMHeJsa JOPOXKKa, CTpe-
KOTaHbe KY3HEYHKOB B [MPOMEXYTKax MeJ04HH, OneiHble,
4yTh BHAHbie 3Be3/bl B IMYOOKHX rosy6blX BMadHHaX MeXILy
GesieBIIMMH 06JaKaMH, OTHH B OKHax cocelei, MajeHbKHe,
HO SIpPKHe, C ApOXKallHMH PO30BbIMH JIy4aMH, yCTOTA KPYrom
H 60/IbHOE UYBCTBO B 'PYAH — BCe 3TO ObIJIO XOpPOLIO BMeECTe,
10 OAHO K Apyromy. [1BopHsixka BOexana B njaoxo 3aTBo-
PEHHYI0O KaJHTKy. BepeTHUblH cnpocHa Kycok xae6a nopn
OKHOM KYXHH, BOPOTHJICA Ha CKaMefKy, KOpMHJ cobaky H
caywan «JlyuHio».

Ero pacnonoxeHue nyxa, KOHe4HO, He MOBTOPHJIOCH 60OJb-
we. B cnenyolnil Beuep oH ellle NPHNOIHA rONOBY, YCAbILLA
Tpy6Obl, HO OHH TpeMenH KaKOH-TO BaJbC H MPOJOJKAJH
BaJbCbl H OJbKH BO Becb Beuep: 3TO Obl10 GoJiblie MO BKYCY
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ny6auKH. BepeTHUBIH Hallesn, YTO MPHCJYLWHBATLCA TJYMNO,
4yTo 3T0 pebayecTBO, TeM Gojiee UTO B COCEIHEM Caay [IeTH
caywaad toxe. OH nogowesn K MJETHIO M MalUIHHAJAbHO
3arJsiHyJ uyepe3 Hero.

JleTu, HrpaBlide B KycTax, He 3aMeTHAH BepeTtHusina; Ho
MOJIOleHbKasl eBYlIKA, C KOTOPOH Hejlesio Ha3a/ OH B3ayMasa
CBECTH 3HAKOMCTBO, yBHAeNa ero. MX B3rnsiabl BCTPETHJHCH.
BepetuublH nokaoHuacs. JleBywka kak 6yATO ¢ HejoyMme-
HHEM, HO CMOKOHHO OTBe4aJ/a TeM Xe.

BrnpoueM, Ha 3TOT pa3 cnokoHcTBHe 6b110 60/blIE HAPYXK-
HOe; npaBaa, oHa He y6eXkaJja, He OTBEpHYJacb, He MOTYMH-
Jacb, HO el CTaJo HeJOBKO OT MPHCTa/JbHOIO B3rJasla, Ko-
Topbid 6bi1 o6palleH Ha Hee; el CTan0 HeJOBKO nepebpa-
CbiBaTb MAYHK C MAJbYHKOM MOJIOXKE ee — 3aHsTHE, KOTopoe
1O 3TOH MHHYTbl e OYeHb HPABHJ/OCb, OHAa 3aKHHYJa MAUYHK
B TPaBy H CKa3aJaa:

HoBoabuo, Kons,, 5 ycrana, He xouy G6oJblie.

Koas paccepaunacs, 4To 3a6pOCH/H €ro MAUHK, H MTPHHAJ-
cfl OTbiCKMBaTb. JleByuika B3rJasHyna B cTopoHy Bepetu-
UblHA H, BHAS, YTO OH BCE HAa Hee CMOTPHT, CMYTHJACh yXe
3ameTtHo. OHa oTowJaa oT aeTel; eH, BHAHMO, Ka3aJjocb
HeJIOBKO OCTaBaTbCsl HA MeCTe; HO, OTXOAfA, OHA He MOrJa He
NPOHTH MHMO NJeTHA, noaJje BepeTHubiHa. 3aMeTa 3TO, OHA
TOpomnuJIach NPOHTH CKopee.

Emy xortenocb cMesTbeA.

Y10 XK Bbl He ryJasere B rOpOACKOM cany? — CIPOCHJ
OH, KOT1a OHa MOPAaBHAJIACH C HHM.
OHa nokpacHe/sla H OCTaHOBHJ1acb. BepeTHlbIH NOBTOPHJ
BOMpOC.
Tak, He xouy,— oTBeuyana OHa.
byaro He xorHte? Benb Bbi He OT ce6s 3aBHCHTe,
KOHeuHo? Bac, BepHO, He OTNYCTHJIM HJH He B3AJH?
Krto 3T0? — cnpocusia oHa, HeMHOro OOHAACH.

— He 3Halo, KTO-HHOYAb: Balla MaMeHbKa, Ball ManeHb-
ka. OHH, BepHO, YyUIJIH, 3 BaC OCTaBHIH 10Ma.

Ona xoTena OTOHTH, He oToW A H OTBevyaja:

— Hagno ¢ geTbMH ocTaTbes.

— Kakas ckyka!

— Tam ckyuHee,— BO3pa3usa OHa.

— Kro 3rto ckasan?

— HukTO He roBopuJ, A cama 3Halo,— NPOROJKANA OHA
TBEp1O, MOAHAB TOJOBY H TAAAA Ha Hero.— Tam TecHora,
Hano ObiTb HapsAAHOH, XOAHTb luar 3a LWIaroMm, MmoJj4a —
BOT M BCC VIOBOJbCTBHE.
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— TouHo Tak,— oTBeuan BepeTHubH.— YAHBHTENbHO
TOJNIbKO, 3aueM >Ke Bce TyAa HAYT?

— Sl ewe ycneio 6niTh HA Iy HbAX,— BO3pa3HJja OHa, No-
MOJIYAB H YX€ He TaK PelIHTeNbHO.

Ycneere? Kto BaM ckaszani.

OHa B3rasiHyJ1a Ha Hero, ylHBJeHHas.

Kro Bam ckasaJ, uto ycneere? — npoaoJxaJj Bepetu-
ubiH.— KTo 3a OAHH JeHb, 33 OJAHH 4ac MNOPYYHTCH?

— §I ymHpaTb He cobHpaloch,— OTBeuyasa oHa, yJAbiGHYB-
_ LIHCb.

— $1 u He npopouy BaM cMepTb, He Gecnokodrtecb. Ho
KTO MOPYYHTCH, U4TO, KOrla Bac MOBeAYT HA TryJsiHbe, Bbl yX
CaMH He 3aXOTHTe?

— O, Bceraa 3axouy! — ckasana oHa.

Jto elwe He HaBepHoe. BoT BH y)e H Temepb roBo-
pHTe, YTO TaM CKYYHO, a upe3 roj, upe3 ABa... BOAbl MHOTO
yTeueT. ¥ Bac 10 TeXx MHOP MOTYT CJAYUHTbCA H OrOpYeHHs,
KOTOpble MNepeMeHAT Ball XapakTep, H MnpolileT xenaHHe
BHAETb YTO-HHOYAb HJAH NPHAET XeJaHHe uero-HHO6yab no-
Jyulle TOro, YTo BaMm npeasoxxat. Jlyuue 6bl faBaJjH Tenepb
npaBo, MOKYaa BCe 3TH MYCTAKH elle HMEIOT /s Bac Kakyio-
HHOYAb UEHY.

BoT Bbl caMH roBopHTe, YTO 3TO MYCTHKH.

— Jla A-To roBOplo, MHe MOXHO TOBOPHTb,— BO3pa3HJ
Beperuubii,— st BHaen, noroMy H rosopio. S 3Hal0, KaKHMH
Ka)XyTCs BelH, KOrAa pa3rasaHilb HX: NTOTOMY H Hano 6paTb
HX, OKYy/Aa He pa3rasjen. 3aKpbiTb [1a3a, BECEJHTbCA, MOJb-
30BaTbcs — BOT MojoaocTb! A To uto? Bhl camH pebeHok,
a 3a JaeTbMH BaM BeJleHO MpPHCMAaTpHBaTh, MOKyAa TaM
naneHbka ¢ MaMeHbko# JlawHepa caywaior... Bor 310 Jlau-
Hepa BaJbC HMrpaior «Hoffnung Strahlen» ', npucaywaii-
TeCb: CJaBHbIH Baabc!-Bbl My3bike yuHTech?

— Jla... Kak Bbl Ha3BaJH 3TOT BaabcC?

— «Hoffnung Strahlen». Bam upasutca Ha3zBanue?

— Ja... Kakoe crtpanHnoe! [Touemy on Tak HasBau?

— He 31a0. MoxeT 6GbITb, H €CTb KaKasi-HHOYAb HCTOPHSA
3TOr0 Bajabca. ¥ Bcero ectb CBOA HCTOpHA. bbina kakas-
HHOYIb XOpOLUAsi MHHYTA Y YeJOBeKa — OH B NaMATb el H Ha-
3BaJ cBoe npou3seaeHHe. Moraa 6biTb H 1ypHasas MHHYTA.

Hy, y> BnaMaTb AypHbIX MHHYT HE COUHHSAIOT BaJbCOB!

— [louemy e Her? Jlo6pnie aioau Bce paBHO 6yayT
npbIraThb.

U «Jlyun HaZCHAbI» (KeM.).
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— Jla, ecH He 3HATb, YTO 3HAYHT 3Ta MY3blKa; HO €CJH
3HAaTh...

— Bce paBHo! Pa3Be TonbKO My3biKa MOXeT HallOMHHATh
neyaJjbHoe? pa3Be Ka’KAblH H3 HAacC He 3HaeT 4Ybero-HHOyab ro-
pA, Aa He OAHO Ube-HHOYAb rope, a rope MHOTHX,— YTO X?
3To Hac He GeCnOKOHT. Mbl He MOA Ba/JbC BEepPTHMCS, a Bce
paBHO BepTHMCH Ha cBeTe,— Becedbl; APYTHM XOTb B MeTJIO,
a HaM HeT AaeJa.

JleByuika 3aayMaJnach H B3rasiHyaa Ha Hero. BepeTHubiH
yJAbIGHYJCH.

— Bbi no-npexHeMy MHOro 3aHHMaeTecb? — CIPOCHJ OH,
NnoOMOJYaB.

— Jla, MHoro.

— Bce k 3k3ameny?

— [louemy BB 3Haere?

— Bbi camu ckasaau, Toraa.

Ona BcnbixHyaa. o

— IlpaBo, s Bam no3aBHaoBas: Tak npuaexsn! Boc-
KpecHbiHl 1eHb, Beuep uyaecHblil, a Bbl, He NOAHHMAas TOJIOBH,
TBepaHTe, TBepaHTe. Heyxenn Bceraa tak?

— Ha... Her... Her, 3Haete, 310 K 3k3aMeHy. Hac copok
1B€ BOCIMHTAHHHLbI B MaHCHOHE...

— Bbl — koTopasi no kaaccam?

— $?.. s wecrasn. Ho 9 B Maanwewm kaacce... Tak BHAHTE
(oHa elle NoKpacHena), naneHdbKe U MaMeHbKe OUe€Hb XOYeT-
csl, YTOGbl MEHA NnepeBeJiH B CTapuIHi Kaacc, Harpaauau H no-
BbICHAH. $1 M3 Bcex cHJa cTapalocb. A 3Halo, HM 6yneT Takoe
YAOBOJIbCTBHE, €CJAH A BCEX MEPeroHio...

— KM Ttoraa naneHbka M MaMeHbKa KymAT BaM COJO-
MEHHYI0 WJANKY C po3aHoM, 6eneHbKHH OypHYC H MoBeAyT
BAC Ha ryJsHbe?

Ee npekpacHble rnasa 3aropeqHcb OT HerodoBaHHS.

— C yero Bbl B35/1H, UTO Sl H3 3TOTO XJONOYY? — npepBa-
na oHa.— Kak Bb cMeeTe Halo MHOH HacmexaTbcs?

— [lomunyiite, HUMano! — BO3pa3na paBHOAYWHO Bepe-
THUbIH.— $ cKasaJa 3To noToMy, YTo, NpeanoJaraio, Ballemy
naneHbke H MaMeHbke 6yleT OueHb NPHSTHO NMOKa3aTb BCeM
CBOIO MHJYIO N0Ub, KOTOPas 10CTAaBH/Ia HM TaKoe Yy10BOJb-
CTBHE; OHH CAeNAlT 3TO AJA caMHx cebd, a He A4
Bac.

Oxa cMmoTpena Ha Hero.
— Has camux cebsi,— noBTOpHs BepeTHublH,— KaK Xxe
vHaue? BoT Tenepb Bbl 3aMeHsieTe HX AJNS MEHbIUMX AeTeH, Bbl

83



LJA HHX YYHTeJb, Bbl AJS1 HHX OGyleTe XOPOLUH, AJS HHX
6yaeTe Becesbl: BCe 3TO AJ51 yAOBOJbCTBHSA Ballero naneHbKH
H MaMeHbKH. §1 3TO Tak NOHHMAalO, YTO He JeJal0 BaM
Llake KOMIJIHMEHTA, UTO Bbl NpeKpacHas, NOKOPHaf, HeXxHasd
loub: Bbl TOJbKO HcnoJHsieTe Baul aodr. [loctynaiite Bceraa
taK. )KuBuTe Bceraa tak. )KuBHTe BCeraa BMoJAHe A5 BAWIHX
naneHbkH H MaMeHbkH. CKyuyafTe, KOraa 3TO HM YrOAHO;
MopHTe ce6f Hal KHHroi, Haa paboToH, Hal yeM CJAYUHTCH,
BHICTABJAAINTECh HAMOKA3, KOrla OHH Bac BBHICTABSAT,— 3TO HX
BOJIfl, 3TO UM MPHATHO: Bbl — HX COGCTBEHHOCTb. Bbl He mnpo-
CHJIH y HHX POAHTbCS, Bbl He BINpaBe NPOCHTb XHTb Tak, Kak
BaM caMHM B3ayMmaercsi. Koraa si roBopus 0 HOBO#H LIJATNKeE,
A AyMaJ TOJbKO, KaK Balla MaMmeHbKa OyleT Mo cCBoeMy
BKycy BbI6HpaTb ee AJs Bac, H XOTeJ 3aMeTHTb BaM, 4To6
Bbl HE CMOPHJAH NpH BbiGOpe: 3TO PaAOCTb MAMEHbKH —
He MewaiiTe efi. A yTo Bac noBeayT B NyGJHKY, TO, KOHEYHO,
ILJA TOro, 4yTo6 NaneHbKH H MaMeHbKH TeX MOApPYr BallHX,
KOTOPBIX Bbl TNEPErOHHTE, CMOTPEJH H Ka3HHJHCh, 3a4eM
rocnoib He Mmocjaj H HM TakHX e jaoveped. Ecau Bam
TOrAa BCTPETATCA 3TH NOAPYTH, Bbl He 1aBaHTe HM 3aMETHTb,
4YTO Bbl OropueHbl 32 HHX BalIHM Top)KecTBOM... Urto s!
H B CaMoM JeJjie, He oropyaitecb: Bbl HCIOJHHJH Ball AOJT,
NOCTaBHJH YIOBOJIbCTBHE...

HeBywka 6bi1a 6negHa ¥ He cBoauaa raa3 c Bepe-
THUbIHA, Oo6JaMbiBasi CyxHe BeTKH MNJeTHA. BepeTHubiH 3a-
cMesiJcs.

— §1 wy4y,— ckasan oH.— YuuTecb, cTapaiTecb, ecJH
BaM 3To npuatHo. [lpaBo, st wyuy. M3sunuTe... Bot a106uTE
3aHATHE?

— Ja, ao6ai0,— oTBevasa OHa.

— UTto ans Bac B HEM OCOGEHHO MPHSATHO?

— To, uto Kak-TO coBceM 3a6biBaelllb, YTO BOKPYr Ae-
JaeTcs.

— Jlas 4ero XK BaM 3TO? — CNpocHa BepeTHUbIH.—
PasBe Bokpyr Bac Hexopowo?

— Her, xopoiwwo; Ho Tak ayuuie. 51 BO3bMy KHHIY H 4acTo
NpPOCTO He UYyBCTBYlO, rae f. Tak yxoAHwb 6yATO B ApYyro#
MHp COBCEM...

— M 310, Hanpumep, TBepas o JlyaoBuke...

— JlenexnbKa, rae Thl? — MOCJbIWANHCD Fosoca AeTed.—
[laneHbka ¢ MaMeHbKOH BOPOTHJIHCD.

BeperHublH 3ameyasn, HO AeBYylIKa He 3aMeTHJaa, YTO
cremHeso. OHa orasiHyaacb, Kak 6yATo Hcmyrajaacb, 4 no-
Gexkana.
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— Ilpowatiire, Jleneubka! — cka3zan el Bcaea Be-
PETHLbIH.

OHa ob6patuach Gbl Ha ero NpoLlaHbe, HO OHO N0KAa3aJa0Ch
e HeyuTHBO...

1v

BeperuubiHy noHpaBuaach 3ra 3a6aBa. Koraa B XH3HH
HeT LeJH, K Hel MAyT 3a6aBbl, Y KOTOPbIX TOXe€ HeT LEJH:
MEXAY HHMH ecTb uTO-TO obuee. )KH3Hb NPOXOAHT TOUHO B
3a6biTbH; ee 3a6aBbl H OTOPUYEHHS JOJKHBI ObITb HEYJOBHMDI,
KaK CHbl, @ MEXLy TeM Yy HHX ecTb CBOSl 3aHHMAaTe/JbHOCTb
Ha npyroii neHb yrpom BeperuubiH, uyBcTBYA ce6 He310po-
BbIM, PELUHJICS He HATH B AOJKHOCTb, B3AJ KHUTY H noiien
B caxl. OrBopsa KaJuTKy, OH noayMan o JlejeHbke.

E# ewe 6oablie XoTesoChb BHAETb «cocena». JlejeHbKa
6bi71a 10Yb OYEeHb HeGOraToro rocrnouHHa, H3 N-CKHX YHHOB-
HHKOB. CeMbs 6bl1a OTPOMHAA, BOCIHTBIBAJACh B CTpaxe; AJ
JleBOUKH, 3HaBLUEH TOJNbKO JOPOry B CBOH MaHCHOH, H TO NMOA
Haa30poM paGOTHHUB, KOTOpas nochliagacbh NpoBOXaTb,—
IJIA PHMEpPHOH yueHHUbl NMAaHCHOHA, He cMeBlUeHd B3MVIAHYTb
HHaye Kak C MOYTEHHEM Ha JHLA Y4YHTeJeld H MNOTOMY He
3HaBLIeHd, MOJIOAbl OHH HJH cTapbl; AJs 6GapblliHA CTPOro
JlepXKaHHOH, KOTOpas H B LEPKOBb He XOJWJa HHaue, KakK C
MaTepbio HJH NOXHUJOH poacTBeHHHLEH, 6GblJO BEJHKHM COObI-
THeM — pa3roBop 4epe3 IMJeTeHb C MOJIOAbIM H «XOpo-
LIeHbKHM» coceaoM. JleneHbKa 3ameTusa, uro BepeTHublH
XODOLIeHbKHH.

Ho ee 3aHfano ewe apyroe: BepeTHublH roBOpHJa Kak-To
crpaHHo. [loma, B ceMbe, OHa, KOHEYHO, He CJbllIAJA" He
TOJIbKO HHUYero noao6HOro, HO TaM He TOJbKO He ObIBaJH,
TaM H MO HMEHH He Ha3blBaJHCb HHKAKHe MOJIOJble JIOAH.
B naHcHoHe O MOJOABIX JIOAAX TOBOPHJH MOAPYTH, HO TO,
4TO OHH pacCKa3biBaJd nojA GOJbLIUM CEKpPeToM, 6bLI0 ONATh
Hernoxoxxe Ha pasroBop BeperuubiHa: ceKkperbl COCTOAJH B
MOXKAaTHH PYUYKH, B KOMMNJHMeHTax. JleseHbKe 3TO KaK-TO
He HPaBHJOCb, MOXeT 6bITb OTOMY, YTO ObIJIO Upe3BbIMaKHO
onHoo6pa3Ho. OHa paxe He Jwobuaa caywatb 3TH Cek-
perbl H NMOTOMY peiKO nonajasna B noBepeHHble. OHa 6blia
CKY4YHas MoBepeHHasl, He yMesna HH COYHHHTD, HH MepeaaThb 3a-
ITHCOYKH, HH CKPbITb HHUYEro, HH BbIBEPHYTbCA H3 6ejbl: No ee
JHLY MOXHO 6buio cefluac o060 Bcem gorasartbes. Eff Bce
Ka3aJlocb TO HEJOBKO, TO HEBO3MOXHO; el Obl10 XKajab 06-
MaHYTBIX, CTBIAHO cTapluux. ¥ TeM nocanHee 6biBanu ee oT-
TOBOPKH, uTO JlesneHbka 6blia BOBce He poOKa.
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OHa 3TO J0Ka3biBaJja 3THM YTPOM, YAAA B Cal TBEpPAHTb
CBOH YPOKH H Bbi6paB cefe MeCTO HeAaNeKOo OT IJeTHS.
OHa 6bl1a yBepeHa, YTO He YBHAHMT COCela: OH CJYXHT H C
yTpa B JOJKHOCTH; HO efl Ka3a/0Cb Kak-To Jyulle CHAeTh TYT
nobauxe, B TeHH 60JbIIOH JHMBI, H, 3arJ1blBasl B PHTOPHKY
KowaHckoro, 3arasifblBaTh H3AaJH, KaK MeXAy LieJsIMH
MJIeTHA 6JIECTHT Ha COJIHLE JOpPOXKa COCeJHero canaa; oHa He
ycbiaHa neckom, He y6HTa uiebHeM, HO, LOJKHO ObiTb, COCEN
yTonTaa ee, xoas B3aj H Bnepeid. Cocea OveHb CTPaHHbIHA
yesioBeK. [laneHbKa Kak-To rOBOPHJ, YTO €ro 3a 4YTo-TO CIOAA
npucaaad. CecTpa ero, KazHauefilia, Kakasi cMewHas! 3aueM
OH KaK-TO Hexopollo cMeeTcs? '

‘JlesnieHbKa onyckana rijasa B KHUTY H CTapaJach B3ATb B
TOJIK 06bsiCHeHHe MeTa(opbl, METOHHMHH, CHHEKAOXH H HPO-
HHH, HO 3TO el HHKaK He ynaBaJjocb. OHa noaymana, Mexay
NMPOYHM, YTO HA UYepDHOObIJIbHHKe BCeraa BOAATCH MPexXopo-
lIeHbKHe 3eseHble 6yKalkH, 6JecTslLHe, H TOCMOTpeaa B Ty
CTOPOHY, I'le pa3pocCJ/HCb OrPOMHbBIE KYCTbl YepHOObIIbHHKA,
OKOJIO MJIeTHS.

«Ha uTo eMy HyXHO, UTO s yuy, 4eM 3aHHMalCbh? —
cnpocHaa ce6s Jlenenbka.— OH Ha10 MHOW CMeeTCH: 51 3TOTO
eMy He nospoJiio. Ml Kak-To CTpaHHO cMeercs, He TaK, Kak
pyrde, OT ero cMexa CKy4Ho Ha ayuwe. EMy, 10/XHO ObiTb,
CKYYHO 3/1eCb, HH C K€M, FOBOPAT, HE 3HAKOM... A 51 ¢ HHM
3Hakomal»

Jlenenbka 3acmesinach, 6pocuaa Kowanckoro, npuJaeraa
Ha TpaBy, LiHNaJa ee MOJHbie FOPCTH H 6pocaja Kpyrom
ce6s. HakoHel oHa ckasasa NMOYTH rPOMKO:

— Hano, ogHako, Bbly4HTb,— H NPHHAJNACb TBEPAHTb Ha-
H3YCTb, B OCOGEHHOH TeTpajke, B UYHCJe MPHMEpOB:

Peyewb — ¥ ABHTHeTCs noJaceeTta,
_ Pasanunbiit 06pa3 u A3bK...

[1pocBeT B nyieTHe noTeMHes; MO LOPOXKKe MeJibKana TeHb;
JleneHbka ycabliiaja HepOBHbIE LIATH, Jerkoe NOKalJIHBaHbe
H MypuyaHbe NOJ HOC, KOTOpOe H31aBaBILUHH ero cuuradg,
KOHeUHO, 323 NeHHe.

«O/HaKo, OH He O4yeHb NPHJEXKHO UHTaeT»,— ycrneaa Mmo-
AyMmathb JleneHbKa, Noka euUie y Hee He COBCeM ynaJo cepaue.

Ho oHo ynano coBceM, H nepenyraHHasi geBouka nocne-
wHaa noaHATb KowaHckoro, 4To6 NOTHXOHbKY NMpo6parbes
noMoii, noka ewe He yBuaen ee coceal. OH ewe 4TO-
HHOYIb BBIAYMAeT...

«Ho uto oH Bbigymaer? UTo K Takoe?.. 5 B CBOeM
Capy ypoK yuy».
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H ona nponoaxana:

Pasanynbi o6pa3 u A3biK,
Tapphaeu, ututenp Maromera,
[TOKNOHHHK HAOMOB, KaJAMbIK.

[TocneaHuit cTHX HH 3a uTO He wen ei Ha namaTb. Bepe-
THUbIH XO4HJ MO CBOEH AOPOXKe, UHTAJ CBOIO KHHTY, MypuaJ
CBOIO MECHIO H He orasibiBancs. JleqeHbke €Tan0o noyemy-To
CKYYHO; COJIHLE MO0Kas3aJjocb e Kakoe-TO A0CAAHO CBeTJoe,
TpaBa Kakaf-To AOCAAHO TyCTas, JHNA KakKas-TO A0CaaHO
yepHasd,— Bce He Tak! B JleneHbky, kak pebeHka, BJeTes
KanpHs, H OHa NoYeMy-To Aana ce6e KAATBY HHKOr1a He MpH-
XOAHTb CIOAA YYHTb YPOKH.

BepeTHublH nogowen K MJETHIO H MOKJOHHJCS.

— UeM Bbl 3aHHMaeTeCb? — CMPOCHJ OH.

JleneHbka XOTSl MOJIOXKHTENbHO He HMeJa 3TOro Hamepe-
HHAl, HO BCTaJla M NoKa3aJsa eMmy KHHUry. [1paBaa, e#t 6bi10 Obl
HEMHOTO HeJJOBKO TOBOPHTb; HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO COJHUE GbLIO
CJHILUKOM >KapKO, y 1€BOUKH AaXe cjerka nobejesH H Noxo-
Jo4eqH ry6bl.

BepeTHublH B3r/JsiHyJ]l B KHHTy H OTAaJ ee Ha3sai.

— [lpekpacho! — cka3aa oH.

— Bbr 310 3Haere? — BbiroBopuaa Jlenenbka.

— Her-c, ne 3nawo. Ho Bce paBHO npekpacHo.

— A A HHuero He noHumalo. ‘

— To u xopowo. Bbl Tak H BblyuHTe — Kpenue Gyaete
NOMHHTbD.

— Kak xe 3to?

— Tak. A 1o, eci1 noiiMeTe, cTaHeTe AyMaTb, ¥ Bac yM 3a
pasym 3aiaeTr — Bbl HHYEro H He BHITBEPAHTE.

— Bbl Bce cmeerech! — cka3zana Jlenerbka u 6pocHaa
KHHTY.

BepeTtHubin 3acMescs.

— 3auem e Bbl ee 6pocaere? — CNPOCHJ OH.

— Hapoena.

— Kaxk e Bbl TOBOPHJIH, UTO J106HTE 3a6bIBATLCA B UTe-
HHH, 4TO XH3Hb LJA BAC HAET Jyulle H ellle He 3HAIO 4TO? —
NpoAOJKAA OH CMesAcb.— Buepa TONbKO rOBOPHJH.

— 3auem BBl Bce cMeeTecb? — noBTopHJaa Jleaenbka.

— Jlas vero X cKyuyaTb? — BO3pa3ua BepetHubiH, Bce
cvesicb.— Hy, noroBopuMTe cepbe3Ho. Kak noasuraworcs
BAWH MPHTOTOBJIEHHA K 3K3aMeHY?

— Tak... $1 BOT TBepXYy H HHYero He MOHHMAIO.

— 3T0 €O BCAKHM MOXeET CJYYHTbCA.
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— H c Bamu cayuanocn?

— Koraa s 6bi1 ManenbkHit? KoHeuHo.

— $I He ManeHbKan,— c<a3ana JleneHbka THXO, O6HASCD.

E# nokasanoch ewe o6uaHee, yto BepeTuubiH He yJbi6-
HYJICAl Ha 3TO.

— Bbnt 661 iyuLIe pacToNKOBANH MHE, YeM BCe HACMELLHH-
yaTh,— NPOJOJKAJa OHa, KOHGY3siICb NO Mepe TOro, Kak
rOBOpHJa,— Bbl BCe 3HaeTe.

— Bo-nepBbix, 5 He HacMelWHHYAl0, BO-BTOPbIX, A HHYEro
He 3Hai,— BO3pa3Ha BepeTHulblH.

— Ho Beab Bac yuuau?

— Mauanenbkoro. C Tex nop s Bce nepe3abbla.

— A noTtom Kak xe?

— Bblyunacs Koe-ueMy Cbl3HOBA.

OHa nocMoTpesna Ha Hero B pa3iyMbe, MOAHSIB CBOH
6osbuiHe raasa.

— JHoaxHo 6biTb, BaM 6biJI0 OYeHb TPYAHO,— 3aMeTHJIA
OHa. .

— Jlerye, yem BaM TBepAHTb KowaHcKoro,— oTBeTHN
OH,— HJIH BOT elle O TexX BeJHKHX JIOAfIX, C KOTOPbIMH
Bbl TOrAa... NMPOLWbIH pa3 NMpPoOXaXHBaJaHCh.

Jlenenbka BCMbIXHYJA.

— 4 noroMy u yauBHJCS,— npoaonxaa BeperuubiH,—
KOraa Bbl CKa3aJH, YTO 3aHATHA Bac NepeHOCAT B APYro#,
aydwnit Mup. Kakoit MHp, AyMaio, ¢ pa3HbIMH Bceatobe3Heit-
IUHMH A BOT ¢ 3Takod no3suei: «B ropoxe Bopo6ei, roHu
H Bopa Gei...» Bot TyTr, no3BoabTe, 3TO €CTb...

— Bbl cka3zanu, uro nepe3abbliid, He 3HaeTe,— BO3pa3HuJa
JleneHbka ¢ pocano#, He faBast eMy KHHTY.

— TakHe QHKOBHHKH NMOHeBOJe MOMHSATCH,— OTBeuaJ Be-
PeTHIbIH, 3acMesBILIHCb.— M3BHHHTE, BNpoueM, Bbl He JIOOH-
T€ cMexa, Bbl, CKOJbKO # 3aMeTHJ, ocoba cepbe3Hasi, Xx.a0Mo-
yeTe HayuHTbcsA. Moxker O6biTb, H 3TO OT udero-Hubyab mno-
JIe3HO.

OH yka3an Ha HecuacTHYIO PHTOPHKY.

— $l, TouHo, caM Koraa-To TBepAHJ 3TO, BHAeN, KakK
TBePAHJH ADYrHe, He CJAy4aJochb elle 3aMeTHTb, 4TO6 3TO Ha
4YTO-HHOYAb MPHTOAHJOCH; HO Be€lb i MOTY H OWHOGHTbLCA.
CKyka cama no ce6e Belllb MoJe3Has: yeqoBeK TyrneeT H aena-
eTcsl THX,— 3TO Xopowo. B nponucax Hanucauo: «byab kpo-
TOK, THX, CKPOMEH H MeHbllle TOBOPH...» — AaJblie He MOMHIO,
HO MopaJjb OTJHYHasA, NOKoHHas: BCe THWb Aa rJalb —
60xxbs 6Gaaroaatb... Bbi yuHTe Hau3ycTb uenyxy; He 6pe3-
raire, Tak Hapo. B apyro#i KHHXKKe y Bac HaNHCaHO, 4TO
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TaKOH-TO H TaKOH-TO OblMl BEJHKHH 4eJOBEK — H BepbTe;
He cMeHlTe coobOparkaTb HHYEro, a TO HepaBHO NoMMeTe, 4To
OJMH BeJHKHH Obl1 caMOLYp, APYro# Heroasi, TpeTHH NoToMmy
Ge3rpelleH, 4YTO COrpellHMTb He MOABepHYyJoch cayuas. Bac
y4yaT, 4TO BCe Ha cBeTe OblIH aHresbl — HY, H TeM Jyulle A1
Bac. B rosoBe y Bac BMeCTO HACTOSILLEro jeJjia HOCHTCSH
JerKkuid uaja, Ho He 6ecnoKoHTechb, H OH CKOpPO MpoOHAeT: Belb
Bbl ob6orauiaete cebfsi NO3HAHHAMH B Yroly BalIMM pPOAH-
TeJsIM; @ KaK TOJbKO HCMOJHHTE 3TOT [0JT, YrOLHTe HM, TO
6ynetre cBo60AHbBl 3a6bITb BCe, UTO BblyuHaH. UTOo 6 Tam HH
BbIYYHJIH, H3 4Yero XJonoTaTb, BCe TOJHTCS: Belb HEHAN0Jro?

Jlenenbka o6pbiBana yribl cBoe# KHHIM H MoJsdana. Bepe-
THLLIH 3aM0Ji4aj TOXe H, MOJOXHB TOJIOBY Ha [JeTeHb,
cMoTpes Ha AeBoukKy. OHa BApPYr Or/siHyJach.

— Crano 6biTh, A1 y4ycb B3A0pY? — CIIpoCH/Ia OHa J0-
BOJIbHO PE3KO, OT4Yero JApOTHYJ ee roJoc.

BepetHublH 3acMmesinics.

— $1 He roBoplo 3TOro,— OTBEYAJ OH,— TO, UTO AJS MEHA
B3/10p, MOXeT [APYyrHM KasaTbC He B3A0POM. Bawu KHHXKKH
JIOAH NHCAJH, 3TH JIOAH O 4eM-HUOYdb AyMaJH.

— A yMHO OHHM AyMaju HJH HeT? — MpoLOJKaJa OHa.

— [louemy 2K A 3Halo? — BO3pasuj, cmescb, Bepertu-
LbIH.— Bbl TOBOpHJH, UTO C 3THMH KHHXXK4aMH Bbl BeCb MHP
3a6biBaJH.

JleneHbka oTBepHyJacbh H CMOTpeJa NoJ TeHb JHMbI, T'Ae
3a no/yaca nepej TeM yuyuaa cBoil ypok. Ef 6bl10 HenoBKO H
KaK-TO 2KaJb 4ero-to, 4To 6bl10 3a nosyaca. TeHb 6bla yx
Kopoue, JleneHbke Kasajocb, Kak OyATO YUJIO 4YTO-TO.
TpaBa, koTtopylo oHa HapBaJja M pasbpocaja, 3aBsaana Ha
conHue. JnuHHasa rony6asi cTpeKo3a CBEpPKHYJld H CKPblL1aCh;
JleneHbka eule BCTpeneHyJachb MOCMOTPeTb, KyAa OHa Mo-
Jeresa, HO BApPYr oaymaJnacbh H obpartuiacb K BepeTHLbiHy:

— Kakylo KHHXKY Bbl UHTaJH?

BepetuubiH noaasn e#t cBOIO KHHrY H B3flJl, B3aMeH ee,
Kowanckoro; oHa ycrtynuaa, He obpaulas BHHMaHHfA, HO,
3arJfiHyB B €ro KHHry, BO3BpaTHJ/1a ee TOTuac.

— He nonumaio,— ckasana ona.

— 3710 no-auranitcku; lekcnup.

JleneHbka Obl1a CKOH(Y>KeHa, Kak KOHGY3ATCA HHOraa
JIOJH, Aa)Xe HeBHHOBATble B CBOEM HEBEXECTBE, H CKa3saJa,
4yTO6 nonpaBHTbLCA:

— Beub 310 nHcaTeb KOHLA WeECTHAALATOrO CTOJETHS?

— Tak ToyHO,— oTBe4as BepeTHLbIH.

— Kaxkas crapuna! K ToMy X oH nucaa anas Hapoja...
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KoneuHo, Koponepa yjpocronBasa ero cBoeii G6Jaaro-
CKJOHHOCTH, HO B €ro nbecax 3wk caMbiii rpy6bii...

— Bbl uutanu ero yto-uubyab? — npepsas BepeTHubiH,
KOTOpPOMY CTaJIO »KaJb, KAK OHa KOH(]Y3HJaCh.

— Her.

— XoTHTe npouecTb?

— 1 He 3HA0O NhO-AHIIMHCKH.

— ¥ MeHs, KaXKeTcsl, eCTb HEKOTOpble ero BelllH BO (paH-
1ly3CKOM mnepeBole, sl NOHLY H AaM BaM. [lepeBoa, KOHe4HO,
HO BCe-TaKH Bbl MO3HAKOMHTECD.

JleneHbka mokpacHena OT CcTpaxa, OT pPajOCTH, caMa He
3Hafl OTuero. Y Hee MeJbKHYJO B rojfioBe: KakK e 3TO OHa
BO3bMeT KHHIY OT cOCela, H UTO 33 KHHra? H ecJH y3HAawoT?
Hano 6yner npstatb, a npATaTh OHa HHYero He ymeet... OHa
XOTeJla OTKa3aTbCAl H MEeXAY TeM CMPOCHMA:

— A xopowo 310?

— YBuaure.

— Her... HO MOXHO yHTaTBL?

— $1 BoT 'uMTalo B ABaaUaTbIA pas.

— Her... HO, MOXxeT 6bITb, 3TO AypHas KHHra,— npo-
noJXKaJja JAeBOYKa, MOYTH 3ajablXxascb H KpacHes OT
CMYLLEHHA.

BepeTHiubiHY X0Te10Ch 3aCMeATbCA, HO OHA B3rJsiHyJa Ha
Hero TakK nNpAMO W [JOBEpPYUHBO, HTO OH YyAepaJcs.
JleBouka He HMesna NMOHATHA O AYPHbIX KHHrax, pasBpalllaio-
IHX BoOGparkeHHe, clelOBaTesNbHO, He Mnojo3pepana, 4To6
MOJIOAOMY 4eJOBEKY MOIJia NPHATH Aep3Kas MbIC/Ib NOWYTHTb
H 0aTb efi NOAO6HYI0 KHHTY; HO OHa cJblluaJja, YTo ecThb 3J0,
H B ee YUCTOM B3IJsle BbIPAa3HJCA CTpax Yy3HaTb e€ro.

BeperHublH NOMeaHl OTBETOM.

— Her,— ckazan oH HakOHel,— KHHra He AypHasi, HO
B HeH JIIOAM KAaK JIOAH — He aHTeJbl, La)ke He BeJHKHe
JIOAH; H AYPHBIX AOBOJILHO.

Ee npekpacHble rna3kd OTYMaHWJHCb. -

— Tam »H3Hb,— npoaoJskaa BepeTHiblH,— He po30Bas,
noToMy uTo po3oBoi Her. Caesbl Tak cJae3bl, Bpaxjia
TaK Bpa)la, H HEHaBHCTb, H H3MeHa, Apyx6a JOXHaf,
J1060Bb raynas...

— Ha uro X 370 nucaTtb? — npepBaJa OHa.

— Ha uto? — BO3pa3un OH € 3J0CTbIO, NOTOMY YTO
nocjesHHe cOOGCTBEHHble CJOBA TMOBEDHYJH €My cepilie.—
Ha rt10, 4Tt0o6 /ioaH uyHTanH 1a MOpaHblUE YMHEJH.

— YMHenH,— noBTOpHJA OHAa,— Ha 4TO?

— DByabre noKoitHbl,— cKa3as OH,— KTO He 3axo4eT, TOT



HacHJbHO He noyMHeeT. )KHBHTe ce6e CHACT/IHBO; NIOAH OYyAYyT
KpHYaTb — BbI He caywaiite, 6yoyT YMHpPaTb — He CMOTDHTeE.
Bce aurennl, Bce Haeanbl. Xopouwo BaM,— HY, H 6or ¢ BaMH!

OH 3aMonyan H cMoTpen B cal. JleneHbKa He OTXOAHMJA.

— [llpunecure xe MHe [lekcnupa,— BbiroBopH.ia oHa
ype3 MHHYTY.

— Xopouio, noHuly,— 0TBeuas] OH paBHOAYWHO.— YTO
3TO, BCe Balll can?

— Hauw.

— Buuwen MHoro y Bac?

— HblHelwH IOl BecHy LBeJH XOpOLLO.

— Bbl 00 HHX oXxoTHHUA?

— [Ha, nwbawo,— orBevyana JleseHbka ¢ HeonpeaeJeH-
HbIM XeJlJaHHeM 3aMJaKarThb.

-— Bawn 6patba X04AT Kyaa-HHO6YAb YYHTbCA?

— Her euwte; HuKyna.

BeperHublH nocmartpusan no cropoHaM. bbuio 6aH3k0
NOJ/HA, H COJIHUE »KAaDKO CBETHJO eMy B rJja3a, Koraa OH
NOJHAJ TOJIOBY.

— [lopa noMOH,— cKa3san OH, XMYypPACb H OTHPaA J106.—
CnasHblii neHb Kako#! Bol uto 6ynerte penathb?

JleseHbKa B3r/AHy/a Ha CBOIO KHHTY, KOTOpas ocTaBaJnach
y Hero B PpYKax, HO He OCMeJHJacb [ONPOCHTb ee.

— TlodAny wWHTbL B NAAbUAX,— OTBeYaja OHa.

— Hy, npouwiaite. A Beceso WHTBL?

— Beceno... HHyero,— oTBeyasa oHa ¢ KaKHM-TO OTBpa-
LieHHeM, BCMOMHHB B 3TY MHHYTY CBOH NAJbLbI.

— Hnuero? — nosropua BepeTHublH W paccmessca.—
BepHo, wbeTe MaHHLIKY AN MaMeHbKH?

— Ha.

— Tlpekpacuo! IlpouiaiiTe.

[Mpuas nomo#, BepeTHUbIH OTHICKad B CBOHX CBA3KAaX He-
CKOJIbKO TeTpanok ¢paHuy3ckoro nanauus lllekcnupa B aABe
KOJIOHHbBI, C MaJIeHbKHM, TNJIOXHM TOJIHTHNIAXEeM BBEpPXY Kax-
A0H nbecbl. TeTpaaKH O6blaH QOBOJbBHO BETXH — NaMATb Aa-
JEKHX TrON0B, KaK-TO ylesaeBlias B no3aHeiluee, GoJee
3aHAToe, 60siee CMYTHOe BpeMs. DTH TeTpaakH — npHobpere-
HHe Ha 35KOHOMHH CTyAeHTa, Hauyajo OHOJHOTEKH, nepsoe
ocyllecTBJeHHe JIO6UMOH MeuTbl — 6oJsiee HeX<eJH UTO-HH-
6yab HanoOMHHaJM BCe HeylauH, BCIO HaNpacHylo pactpary
XH3HH, BCIO HeCOLIBUUBOCTb BeCeJbIX HaLeXHA; OHH Kak-TO
sicCHee BCero roBOpPHJHM, uTO Bce yMepJo. )KeatoBathle,
OTMeYyeHHble Ha TOJNAX HOrTeM H KapaH1aloM, € JHCTKAMH
3aMeTOK H NONLITOK NepeBOa, BJAOXKEHHbIMH MEXAY CTPaHHL,
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OHH Kas3aJlMCb KaKHM-TO HacCJeACTBOM OT NOKOHHHKA, MeXIy
TEM KakK BJiajenell HX, XHBOH, CMOTpe], He y3HaBasi CBOEro
H3MEHHBLUErOoCsl MouepKa, He y3HaBasd CBOEH AYLIH B 3THX
3aMeTKax.

BeperuubiH co6pas ux onATb H cyHyJ B AWHKK. OH OT-
6poCHJ B CTOPOHY TOJbKO OAHY: «Pomeo u JlXyJberras.

«Bot e#t! nycrtb npocBewtaercsil» — cka3asn oH caMm cebe,
yabi6asicb M BO3BPalLAsiCb HACHJAbHOH LIYTKOH K AeHCTBH-
TEJIbHOCTH, H3 KOTOPOH 6bl/1 BHI3BAH HA MHHYTY.

\'

JlenenbKa caMa He 3HaJsia, Kak npoBojHJa cBoH neHb. OHa
NpHLLIa H3 Caja CMYTHasi H B CAMOM JeJe ceja 3a MsiJblbl.
MaTb HanoMHHJA ei, 4TO 3aBTpa HAYHHAETCHA IK3AMEH H UTO
ayuure 6bl OHa TBEpAHJA.

— $1 Bce BbiTBepaAHaa,— OTBeyaJsa JleaeHbka.

E#t 6bl10 HA KOro-To 10CaaHo, MOXeT ObiTb H Ha MaTb, KO-
TOpasi HanoMHHaeT 06 yueHbe, 06 3TOM B3jope... A KCTaTH,
KHH>kKa KowaHckoro tak M ocranacb y cocena. Jla oxa He-
Hy>Ha 3aBTpa, a NOKYAa NMOHAZO6HTCS, MOXHO yCneTb ee
B3fITb Y Hero.

JleneHbKe CTaJ0 KaK-TO CTPALLHO NPH 3TOH MbICJH; e#f XO-
Tejoch 3anjakatb. OHa ycrnokousaa cebsl, CKa3aB MbICJEHHO,
4YTO OHa He MaJeHbKas.

OHa wHaa, oToOABHras NsANbLUbl OT OKHA, O MEPe TOTO KakK
BXOLHJO K MewaJo efl COJHLe: 3aHaBecOK He G6bLio. ITH
XJIOMOTHl MellaJH e 3aAyMblBaTbCs 3a paboTOH; HO CKyuHee
OT HHX CTaHOBHJOCb BaBoe. HaKoHeu 1eBOYKa pellnJjach
YKPeNnHTb Ha OKHe OynaBkaMiH 60JblUOH KOBPOBbIH NJ1aTOK
H yceJjacb MNOKOMHO.

— Temb kakasi! — cKazana MaTb, BXOAA H3 KYXHH.—
Yro 3To Thl 32 HOBOCTH BblAyMaJsa?

— B rsnasax pa6ur,— Bo3pasuna JleneHbka.

— Buauwb, Kakhe HexxHOCTH! 3aBecHsa OKHO, Ha YJHLY
HHUero He BHAHO; cefluac MapuHa ¢ yauubl Koaio ¢ Bacei
npuBena, oHH TaMm GYHT MOAHANH 3a CBHHYaTKH. Tebe Bce
HHYero, X He 3arJsHellb, XOTb 6paTbf HoCbl cebe nepe-
Kycail — He BCTynuwbcA. A 6oabluas CuMTaeTcd, crapuias,
roopAT! BoTt ¢ppaHUy3cKOMY SI3bIKY Bac yuaT, a uero AeJb-
HOro Bbl M 3HaTb He XxoTHTe. CHIHMT, WbeT, BaXXHHuaerT...

Jlenenbka Mosuana; ee npoaosKaau 6paHuTb. Martb caep-
HyJa MJaToK, NpHYeM OTOpBaja JOCKYT 060eB.

— [loaBoabre,— ckasana JleneHbka.

— UYero eute?
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— Kak ke, 060H...

— Euwe Te6e B3aopa »aJKO, APSHH »KaJKOo,— MpOI0J-
’aJjla MaTb, BOJIHYACb W, HCMOPTHB OJHO, XeJsasi HCIOPTHTH
eue uto-HHOyab.— Cama Hagenana Gea, aa H mnaadercs!
MHoro Tbl BNIOTbMax xopoulero Hawbelws! BoT rasau, kyaa y
TeGs1 y30p noluiesa: KpHBO, KOCO...

B 3Ty MHHYTYy naneHbKa BOPOTHJCS H3 AOJKHOCTH. ‘OH
6bl1 pacnevyeH H MOTOMY CepIAHT, H KpHYajl Ha pabOTHHLY
elle ¢ KpblabLa.

Co6paau peredi W3 caja, cO ABOpa, C YJHUB, NOAaJH
o6en. JleneHbke moueMy-TO KasaJsioch, KOrAa OHa calHJachb
3a CTOJM cpead OGeroTHH H WIyMa, YTO BCe 3TO NPOHCXOIHT
C Helo B MepBbli pa3 B XH3HH; HO, CTPAHHO, 3TO He CTOJbKO
oropuaJo ee, cKoJbko yausasao. Eit kasanock Bce 310 6yaT0
BO cHe. BeposiTHO, 3TO 6bl1® HAaNMHCAHO Ha ee JIHLE, NOTOMY
YTO NnaneHbKa 3aMeTHJ:

— Kro te6sa no6un?

Koas v Bacst, BCNOMHA €BOIO CCOPY 3@ CBHHYATKH, NOCCO-
PHJIHCb 32 KYPHHYIO HOTy B Januie H 6blIH TYT 2Ke MOOHTHI.
Pa6oTtHHua, HcnyraBuiMCh MOrpoma, NMpHaaBHaa XBOCT Bep-
TeBUIEMYCSl KPYrOM KOTEHKY, KOTOpOro BCJe 3a TeM nanesbka
oTMpaBHJa B OKHO. MaseHbkass Mauwa, KoTopo# npHHaaIexan
KOTEHOK, 3aN/aKaJja THXOHbKO. JleseHbKka nocMoTpesia Ha Hee
M cKasana cebe, uTo HH 3a uTo He 3anjadyer. [lers U Bacs
cTanu nogapasHuBaTh Mauy. JlesneHbka moyyscTBoBana, 4To
€e YTO-TO CXBaTHJO 3a ropJso, H ckasaJga HM, 4Tol OHH 3a-
MOJYaJIH.

— UYto Tbl pacnopsixkaelwbcs? — KPHKHY/ Ha Hee na-
neHbka.— JleTAM c/J0Ba cKas3aTb HeJb3s!

Ona opo6ena. MaTtb B 3Ty MHHYTY MOJOXHJa el Ha Ta-
pPeNKy KyCOK CBHHHHBI C KaKOH-TO BOHIOUEH M €1KOH npHnpa-
BOH. JleneHbka HeHaBHAesa 3TO KyllaHbe.

— [lokopHo 6aarogapio, 1 He XO4y,— BHLIFOBOPHJIA OHA.

— Ewsb! — 3akpHuan oreu.

OH 6bl/1 TaK CTpalleH ¢ LIETHHHCTBIM XOXJIOM CBOHX Celo-
BaTbiX BOJOC, B PacCTerHyTOM BHUMYHAHpe, 6€3 rajcrtyka, B
KpaxMaJ/JbHOH MaHHILKe, KOTOpasi Topyana BBepX BOPOTHHY-
KaMH; Ha CTOJle TaK 3anpbiraji ropwkH H KYBLIHH C KBACOM,
yro JleneHbka onycTHaa rJaasa M ena, He UYYBCTBYS, 4TO
rJ0TaerT.

— UTo, He yMepJsa, MOQHHLAP? — MPOroBOPHJ NaneHbkKa.

OH BcTas H3-3a o6ena npexiae BCex W Molies MOYHBATD.
[eTH BbIpBaJHCh BO ABOP, MaTb ¢ paGOTHHUEH OTNpPAaBHJACHh

B KYXHIO. JlesleHbKa nolusaa K CBOWM nsgabuaM. MaTb Hajena-
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Jla Ha HUX AOBOJIbHO Gecrnopsiika, ocMaTpPHBAas yTpom pabory.
Ha aBope 6bl10 kapko, W Bcero TpH uaca. JleneHbka cena,
BJeJla HFOJIKY, C/IOXKHJ1Aa PYKH HAa KOJEHAX H CMOTpeJsa fepej
co6oii. OHa Gblna oaHa; el XOTeaoCchb COOGPAa3uTb UTO-TO H
KaK-To HHuero He ayManocb! OHa ToabKO cnpocuna cebs, no-
ueMy el CeroaHsi Bce 3TO Tak B AMKOBHHKY? Ortuero npexne
6biBaJIO M CKyuHee, HO HHKOTAa He XOTeJoCb YHTH Kyjaa-
HHOYOb?

MarTb BOpoTHAAaCh, B3sia UYJIOK H CeJla BA3aTb K APYTroMy
OKHYy, HanpoTtiB Jleanedbku. Hano 6bi10 pabotats.

— Uleit, wed, 1M60 KHHXKKY BO3bMH,— CKa3aja MaTb,—
He 3eBai MO CTOPOHAaM [a He ApeMJH.

OxHako caMa OHa cserka apemMasa, a moToM, OTKPbIB OKHO,
CTaJja CMOTpPeTb Ha yJHLY... TOUHee, Ha NepeyaokK, nepepe3aH-
HbIA IBYMsi OBparaMH ¢ AByMsi APOXABLIHMH MOCTaMH, KOH-
YaBUIHHCA KPYTHIM CIIYCKOM MOA ropy, K peke, Ha KOTOPOH CTO-
ut ropoa N. CtpoeHns nepeysnka cocTosiiu H3 3a60poB, H3-3a
KOTODHIX BbIrJIAAbIBANH CaAHKH; MOCTOBOH He 6bl10, Ha BLICOX-
el rpsa3d, MeXAy KOJesIMH, pPocJO MHOro TpaBbl, 6eraJo
MHOro co6ak H BO3HJOCb MHOro AeTei.

— Bor naneHbka ckKopo MecTa VIHWIMTCHA,— cKa3aja
BAPYr MaTb, He MpepbiBasi CBOHX HabaloAeHHi M He obpa-
Uasicb K JOYepH,— Kyaa Bac Bcex AeBaTb TOraa’

Jlesnenbka noaxHsna roJosy.

— CoBeTHHK COBCEM B3beJCs,— NPOLO/INKAIA MaTh,—
C TeX MOp Kak HOBOro MoOCaiu/H, NaneHbka roBOpHT: «XoTb
He XHBH Ha cBere». Tak s Te6e W roeopio, AneHa, ecaH Tbl
TOJbKO — 6GoXXe Te6s1 coxpaHH! — HA BBLICIWIHHA Kjacc He
nepefaeilb, H MaTepblo MeHsi He 30BH. Heuero 3TH nmycTskH
TOrAa AesaThb: elle Te6s yuHTb. 51 Te6s H3 nMaHCHOHA BO3bMY.
[lepeiinemib Tol — Tak H 6biTb, MOXKHO 6yaeT Te6s elle roa1K
colep)KaTb TaM, a HeT — He NporHeBaicsA, cHAH goMa. Tak
Aypo# H ocraBaiics.

«Yemy s yuycb B nmaHCHOHe?» — BApYr noaymanaa Jle-
JeHbKa.

E# npHNnOMHHAHCD KaK-TO pa3oM H CKaMeHKH KJ1accoB, H
YUHTeJs, H KHHXKH C MYADEHbIMH CJOBAaMH, H XPOHOJIOTHUe-
CKHe UHPbI, KOTOPbIX HHKOIAa HeJb3f 3a[IOMHHTb, H BeJTHKHE
JIIOAH, KOTOpble, FOBOPAT, BOBCE He BEeJNHKHE JIOLH... epes ee
rna3aMH, KasaJjochb, Gbl1 yXKe He NyCTOH nepeyJsok, a 3araox-
WK can ¢ 60JAbWIHMH JHNIAMH H BA3aMH, NVIETEHb, K KOTOPOMY
nepenJertaJjuch 6esble LUBETOYKH NMaBHJIHKH... JleneHbKa yxe
He cjaylmajna MaTepH, HO H MaTb He 3aHHMaJjacb 6oJblue
CBOHM ceMeiHbIM MOJIOXKEHHEeM.
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— Hukak 3to Ilesares CeMeHOBHA HaeT? — cKasaaa
OHa, BbICYHYBUIHCb B OKHO H TJfiAf B NepeyaoK.

JleneHbka aymada, 4To 3aBTpa 3K3aMeH, H BHjesa nepej
co6oil mHuo BepeTHubiHa.

— [locMoTpH, %0Ha, UTO JH? — MpPoAOJKANA MaTh.

«OH o6ewan KHHXKKY: JOJKHO OblTb, NpPHHEceT Beue-
poM»,—— cKa3aJja cebe JleneHbka.

— T[locMoTpH, clofla OHA HJIH MHMO? — rOBOpPHJA MaTb.—
Jla uto Thl HHUero He cayuwaeuwb? He xouyewb caywarb, 4TO
au? Tebe rosopst!

JleneHbka OrJsiHyJach.

— Tloau otonpu KaJKTKY Aa NpoBoAH OT cobaku. [lena-
res CeMeHOBHa npuwJ/a, paGoTHHUbI HEeT: Ha peuke.

Ho Ilenares CemeHoBHA, BAOBA, UHHOBHHUA H MaTb ABYX
IOHbIX YUHHOBHHKOB, YK€ BXOAHJa Ha KPbibUO, 6J1aronoy4Ho
u3bexxaB cobakH, NPHKOBAHHOH Heaaseko oT BopoT. YUepes
MHHYTY OHa O6bl1a B KOMHAaTe H LeJ0BaJfach ¢ XO3:HKOH.

JleneHbKa TepneTb He MoOrJa 3Ty rOCTbiO: FocTbA Oblaa
CIJIETHHIE H, YyXKe He pa3 CJay4ajocb, CCOPHJIA MaMeHbKY
Jlenenbku ¢ ee 3HakoMbiMH. Bce 3TO, KOHeuHO, 06X0AHNOCH
NOTOM, BCE MHUPHJHCb H OCTaBaJIHCb NO-NpPEXHEMY, HO CJy-
waTtbh ee 6bIBaJO yxKacHO ckyuHo. M Tenepb oHa, uto Bowa,
TO Hayaja paccKasblBaTb NMPEHENPHATHYIO HCTOPHIO.

«OxoTra MameHbKe TOBOpHTb ¢ Hew!» — noaymasaa
Jlenenbka.

[ocTbs obpaTusach ¥ K Held, noxBaausna ee paboTy, Ha-
3BaJjia aHreJoM H pykojesabHHueH. JleneHbka Tak JeHWJach
BeCb 3TOT A€Hb, YTO paccepauach 3a MOXBaJbl.

«Xopow 51 aHrea!» — nogymana oHa, BCSl BCOBIXHYB OT
Jocanbi.

— ¥YMHHUA y MeHsl JAeBKa,— CKa3ajla MaMeHbKa,— Kak
YUHTCH, Koraa Obl Bbl 3HAJH, H MO-PPaHUY3CKH, H Pa3HbIM
Haykam!

— A Beab, noauTe, Kak, sl AyMmMaio, TPyaHo! — 3aMeTHaa
roCTbS. .

— W 1pynHo, [llenares CeMeHOBHa, H J0pOro OueHb;
He MO COCTOSIHHIO HalleMy, Aa Y» Heab3si. OfHO y MeHA yTe-
nieHHe — J0o4YKa Mof.

Martb nornaauaa JleneHbKy no roJoBe, B3A0XHYB Me-
4aJbHO.

— Cynpyr-to Ball NOYHBAET? -- CIPOCHAA TOCTbA.

— Jla,— oTBeuaJia elle neyajbHee MaMeHbKa,— OHO YX,
3HaeTe, Jyulle, KaK CIHT.

MaMeHbKa - cTalla KanoBaTbCA Ha CBOK TOPECTHYIO
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yuyacTb, pacckKas3biBaTb pa3Hble 06cTosiTenbCcTBA. JleneHbke
N0Ka3aJoch, YTO MOXHO 6blJI0 6bl H He PacCKa3blBaTh HX. JTO
CAYUHJIOCH He B NepBbifl pa3: HO HUKOTAA TaK He KOJ0J0 el
rnas npucyrcrsue [lenaredn CeMeHOBHbI, HHKOTAA He Ka3aJ/HUCb
ell Tak pe3kH 3TH pacckasbl, Kak Tenepb. K ueMy TonkoBaTb,
4yTO BCe JOPOT0, UTO He Ha YTO YUHTb [0Ub, 8 MEXLY TeM
HaMeKaTb Ha Kakoe-ToO HeObiBa/joe 60OraTtCTBO H KaK-TO BaX-
HHuaTb? JleneHbke Obl10 HeNMoBKO. MaMeHbKa, roBopsi o
JOMAaUIHHX [eJ/aX, O HEMPHUATHOCTAX MO MeJIOUH, KCTATH NMoMs -
HyJa He 106pOM NMOKOHHYIO CBEKPOBb H [ABYX XHBbIX CecTep
MYXa, KOTOpble, XOTsl HHKOrla He XHJH ¢ MaMeHbKOH, HO Bce
yeM-To MewlaJjH. JleneHbka He 3Hana 6abyLIKH, HO MOMHHAA,
4yTo 06€ TeTKH npenobpoble.

— 3aMyXXeM OHM? — CNPOCHJIA TOCTbS.

— OunHa 3aMyxeM, Kyua jJerTeil,— OoTBeuasa MaTb.—
Hpyrasa ¢ rox oBposena; nereil Her, B [letep6ypre >XHBeT.
3to Anena laBpusoBHa, BOT A/NleHHHA KpecTHasi MaThb.

— 3auem xe oHa B [lerep6ypre xuBer?

— Jla oHa 31ecb 3a YHHOBHHKAa TOXe Oblla OTAaHa;
UHHOBHHK 3TOT ObiBlleMYy Try6epHaTopy MOHPaBHJCA... Kak
ero, rybepHaropa-to, 3BaJu? BoT nepexi npowJbiM Gbll...
Bce paBHO! [lecATb JeT yX TOMy, Kak rybepHatopa 3TOro
B Iletepbypr nepeBesid, MeCTO OH TaM BaHOe MOJYUHJ,—
Hy H Myxa AuneHbl [aBpuaoBHBI ¢ c0o60i0 B3sJa. A Kak MyX
yMep, OHa TaM H OCTajacb XHTb, NMPHBbIKJIA, TOBOPHT, K
[Nletep6ypry. Bce npocur, uTo6 2 AsleHy MOIO K HeH OTIYCTHJA
XOTb MOTOCTHTb.

— H, mMaTywka, Ha 4TO? pa3Be COCTOsIHHE KaKoe Npejo-
CTaBHT?

— Kak »xe, kak 6b ToabKO 3axoreaa! Kanuraa oHa or
MYXa NOJNYUYHJa HEBEeJHK, 1@ H TO XOpPOLIO; He6OCb He OYeHb
¢ HHM paccTtynuTca. Kak 6bl HadexXa KaKas, A Obi, Noxany#,
OTNYCTHNA K Hell Aneny.

— TIlycTb K TeTeHbKe XOPOLUEHbKO NMPHJIACKAETCH, K KPecT-
HOH MaMalleHbKe,— JOroBOpHJA TOCTbfl, € KaKOH-TO
HEXHOCTbIO [locMOTpeB Ha JleseHbKy.

JleseHbka KpacHena H wWHaa.

— A 10 yTO? GapbilHA TaKkaA KpacaBHUA — H HeHapAAd-
Hana, Bce Koe B uyeM. Bbl Obl HX, MaTyillka, Ha ryJsHbe
Koraa...

— Bor 3K3aMeH CcBOH BblAEPXKHT, Tak caJjion COLWbIO,—
oTBeyana MaTb,— 51 yX Tak H Bacuabto ["aBpuabiuy ckasana.

— A OoH Ha TO corsaceH? — CIPOCHJA TrOCTbSl TaHH-
CTBEHHO.
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— CoraaceH, HHYero.

Y JleneHbKH 3aapoxanu PyKH H MOTEMHeNO B rJa3sax.

— He Hano, mMamenbka, nokopHo 6saroaapio,— BbIrO-
BOPDHJIAa OH@,— 1 HH 33 UTO He XOYY HH HapslAOB, HH TYJsHbA.

— Jla Kak Xe Tbl cMeelllb Heé XOTeTb, KOrjaa OTell TBOH ¢
MaTepblo XOTAT? — BCKpHYasJa MaMeHbKa,— rie Tbl 3TO OT-
Beu2Tb Bblyudsacb? [lowna; pa6oTHHUA BOPOTHAACL, BeJH
HaM CaMoOBap COTpeTb.

Jlenenbka Bbill1a, MpHKasaga, 4to ed 6bLIO NpHKa3aHo,
U, BOPOTACH, CTana y6HDPaTb CBOM MS/bLbL.

— Yrto TbI? MAM nepecraewb paboTaTh? — cnpocHaa
MaTb.

— Jla, s B caa noday,— orBeuana JleneHbka.

— Ycrana oueHb, MHOro paena Haaeaana! — npopoda-
aJja ¢ HacMelw Kol MaTb.— YTto Ha Tebs ceroans? U3 Bcex
JHeH JeHb — HH Ha MeCTe He MOCHAHT, HH TOJKOM CJOBO
CKaXerT...

— Bbl X He KOH(Y3bTe,— BCTYMHJACb TOCTbS, MeXIy
TeM Kak JleseHbKa yxe He 3HaJla, uTo efl H JenaTb.—
[lycTb 6apbiluHA cebe pasryasieTcsi, Mbl ¢ BaMH Koe O yeM
nepeMoJIBUM.

— Pa3Be 4TO cekpeTHoe ecTb? — CMPOCHIA MaMeHbKa.

[ocTbsa caenana el TanHcTBeHHbIH 3HaK. JleseHbKa B3sna
KHHX>KKY C KPOLIEYHOro €ToJa B yrjy, rie JexaJu ee TeTpalH
H KJaccHble NMPHHAANEXHOCTH, U yulia.

OHa waa THXo, 6YATO He pellasich; ee GpaJjo Kakoe-TO
pazaymbe. OHa 3Hana, YTO_He YPOK YyUHTb HAeT OHa B caal:
el 6bl10 He 10 ypoka. Eff Ka3anocb, UTO OHa AesnaeTr YTO-TO
AYypHOE, HO BCe-TAKH HHUEro ApPYroro Je;JaTb HEBO3MOXHO.
B nome octaBaTbesi Heab3sl. Jla H XKHTb HeJb3fl... C

Tenu O6bl1M yxe AJHHHbIe; B BO3AyXe Temlo, Kak-TO
MArKo. Ha nepeBbsix, Ha TpaBe eule MHOrO COJIHUA, TOYHO
30/10TOC; He6O Takoe HeXXHoe, roayboe; 3a uepHOH Kpbluied
capasi, o KOTOpPOH B 3Ty MHHYTy Ja3ua Koas, pasopss
rajouyby rHe3aa, BHAHeJOCb 6oJabluoe cH30e 06aaKO ¢ po-
30BbLIM PbIXKeBATbIM KpaeM; 3TO 06/1aKO OTCBEYHBAJIO PO30BbLIM
Ha JOpPOXKYy caaa. B coceanem caay u3-3a nJeTHs
noAbiMasachb BbICOKAas KpacuBass Mmagabda; OHa, AO0JXKHO
6biTb, pacuBena 3THM AHeM, npexiae ee He Obl10 BHAHO.
H kak ona paHo 3auBesna HbiHelwHHH rod! Kro ee nocaana?
Kasnauefiuta a0 uBeTOB HE OXOTHHLA, [a M HHKTO Yy HHX
He OXOTHHK, KaXeTcs...

Jlenenbka Xxoausna Bce MO OQHOH NMPSIMOI AOPOXKKe, BOOG-
paxasi, 4To xopowo 6bl0 6Gbl MOCAAHTb LBETOB W XOAHTb
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33 HUMH. Y Hee KakK-TO KPYXHJaCh r0JI0Ba; KHHX KA, KOTOPYIO
OHa AepxKaJa, yToMJasana eil pykH.

«3ayeM s y6paja nsaabUbl? — noaymana ona.— Jlyuiie
6bl, B CaMOM jJeJjle, CHAeNa Ja WHJa».

OHa HayaJsa XOOUTb CKOPO; eif XxoTes10Cch 6eraThb, XOTeN0Ch
neTb, MHHyTaMH el xortesnoch nnakatb. OHa He goxoiHsa 1o
NJIeTHA H BCe cOoKpaulaja CBOH NMepexoj; HAaKOHell OCTaBHJA
cefe BCero waroB ABajlaTh, 3aKpyXKHJacb Ha HHX, ycTaja H
B3[yMaJja CeCTb OTJOXHYTb.

«Het. Eule ckaxert, 1 poxuaaioch...»

Hery npubGexxkanu B cang ¥ noaHaan wym. Jlenenbka
BCMIOMHHJIA, YTO ee Ha3BaJH aHresoM, H pa3bpaHHia HX.

«Tenepb Henb3s 6yleT H c/A0OBa CKa3aTb»,— MOAYyMaJa
OHa, OIJISIHYBLIHCb B COCEAHHH can.

— A TaMm uBeThl UBeTYT! — BCKPHYAJH [1€TH, 3aMeTs ee
INBHXEHHE.

B oanH mur BaHsa 6bla1 Ha neTHe, epeBeCHCA H CMOTDe,
lep)achb 3a Kosbf. Baca cramiuan ero 3a HOrd, ocnapusas
mecTo, a Koas, ykpensicb JJoByee HX, CXBATHJ MaJ/b(dy; BeTKa
6blna Kpenkasi; 4To6 CJIOMHTb ee, MaJbUHK ynoTpeGHs CBOH
3y6Hl.

— AX, Kakde Bbl HeroaHole neTH! — 3akpHuana Jle-
JIeHbKa.

Kons otxsectan Maabgpol cBoHX 6paTbeB, NMOTOM ceJ
Ha Hee BEPXOM H, NMOroHfAs, noiaMmeJ e Becb can. JleneHbKa
ywJaa or aeTed B 4Yauly, B IMyllb, NO4 BHIWHH H AGJOHH,
H MponJakaja Becb Bevep.

BepeTHUbIH HEe NPHXOLHJ.

A\l

JK3aMeH HayHHaJCA ¢ 3aKoHa 6oxHA. JleneHbka pano
npocHyJacb M crana c6upatbed. OHa yAHBHJIACh, YTO MaTb
0co6eHHO XJoMoTaJa HapsilHTb ee, XOTS BO BCe TO e ¢op-
MeHHOe NaTbe, H 0CO6EHHO TILATeJbHO BbirJafinna ee Genble
pPYKaBa H nejepHHKY. MaTb NOBTOPHJA HECKOJbKO pa3:

— Tol y MeHs,, KpacaBHLa, CMOTPH YUHCb KaK JOJXKHO, A
naneHbke roBopHJ/a: oH GopTenbsHbl KYNHT, HrpaTh 6yaellb.

JleneHbka He 3ameTHJa, YTO 3Ta OCOGEHHAsA MHJOCTb K
HeH HavaJsachb elle ¢ Beyepa HakaHyHe. Ho Beyep HakaHyHe
OHa COBCEM He MOMHHJA, H Ja)ke cTapaJjiacb He BCIIOMHHATb
ero. OHa ToyHO 6yATOo ycTana. OHa NOJOXHJAA TPH 3eMHble
NOKJIOHA nepel 06pa3oM, NPOYHTAIA MOJIHTBY nped HA4AAOM
Yuenus W mounia B MaHCHOH, CONPOBOXKAaeMass pabOTHHUEH.
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oporoii eii npHuJIO B TroOJOBY, UYTO HeAEJH ABe-TPH
Ha3aj oHa 6bl BeceJjee 1IJa HA IK3aMEH.

«$l, Kaxercs, Bce MNOMHIO,— AyMmaJja OHAa,— HHUEro He
6010Cs, a CKYUHO... [la 4TO NMOMHHTbL-TO?..»

[Toapyru cmoTpesn Ha Hee ¢ AOCAAHbLIM JIOOONLITCTBOM:
JleneHbka 6bl1a yXK CJAHLIKOM Cepbe3Ha, CJAHIIKOM Kpenko
MoJyaJja. [lo npuxoaa 3aKOHOYUHTE IS H Haua/lbHHIbI B 3aJe
CJblLIAJACH 1ENoT H cMeX; JleneHbka He o6paliana BHHMaHHS,
XOTA He 3aHHMaJsacb H KHHTOH, KOTOPYIO OTKpbl1a y ce6s HA
monutpe. OHA TOJbKO OlHA Kbl OTJIAHYJ1ACh H NOAYMaJa, YTO
xopowo 6biI0 6bl HAH TBEPAHTb, HJIH OGOATbCH, HJIH CMe-
ATbCA, Kak apyrue... KnaccHas pama nocrtyuana JHHERKO#H H
Bejesa Mosuath; JleseHbKa ycabilliana cBOe HMA.

— Bo3sbmuTe npumep ¢ mademoiselle Héléne Toctesod,
KaK OHa JepXHTCH.

— ¥x mademoiselle Héléne Bcerna npumepuan! — cka-
334 HelaJleKo OT Hee.

— TIlocMoOTpH, Kak OHa ceroaHs pacrnomaxeHal

— Bo Bcem otaunuaercs.

— Kak ke, HenpemeHHo!

Cocenka JleneHbKH HaKJAOHHJIACb K CBOEMY TMIONHTPY H
TBepAHJa YCEPAHO, ee MOJIHOEe JHYHKO MOUTH MPHHKAJIOCh K
KHHIe, H MOAPYTH MOIJH BHAETb TOJbKO GeNeHbKHH 3aThiJIOK
C rycTo# pyco#t Kocoii. JleneHbka 3aMeTHsa, Kak Moj MNIOMNHT-
poM OecnpecTaHHO KPECTHJHCb ee pO30Bbie TOJNCTeHbKHE
PYYKH.

— Bbl eute He BolyuyHAH? — cnpocHaa ee Jlenexbka.

— Her... BOT 3TOrOo HHKakKk He Mory... Bce cOHBaIOCb,—
oTBEvyaJsa noapyra.

— Ecau BaM pocTaHeTcs rOBOPHTb, i MOACKAXY: Al 3TO
3Halo.

[Toapyra 6bi1a Bpar, conepHuua. Oua po npuxoaa Jle-
JIeHbKH CMesiJlacb Hajl Helo W AaBHO AaJja obellaHHe He A0-
nycTHTb JlesleHbKY MOJYUYHTb Harpaiay W «nepececTb» BbllLE.
Te, koTOpble cablliaaH, YTO cKa3ajna JleseHbka, neperyasiHy-
JHCb B yAHBJAeHHH. HO BceM 3THM MaJjleHbKHM BOJIHEHHSAM
HacTaJ KOHell: MpHiies 3aKOHOYUHTeJb, NPHILJAA HauaJbHH-
1la — Ha4aJCcs 3K3aMeH.

Ouepeab nposaro He aoxoauaa ao Jleaewbku. Ona pac-
CeAHHO CJYllana, YTo NPOKHCXOJHKJIO0 KPYroM, H, CaMa He 3Has
OTHYero, CTaja AyMaTb COBCEM MOCTOPOHHHe BelH. Eil noka-
3a/40Cb, YTO B 3Ty MHHYTY B 3TOH 3aje HHKTO He JIOGHT
Apyr Apyra: y4uTeab 6yATO HAPOYHO 3aTPYAHSET BONPOCAMH,
c6HBaeT ¢ TOJAKY, 6yaTO C panocTbio X aet, utob6 COBpaJH,
99
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H BOBCe He pajayeTcs, Korga oTBeTsIT xopouwo. HauanbHuua
TOXe€: OHa TJISAHT B IV1a3a C KAKHM-TO 3/JJ0GHbIM OXXHAaHHEM,
6paHHT, KOrjga HeJOBOJEH y4YHTe/Nb, a KOrAda OH JOBOJEH —
He XBaJIHT, HO TOJIbKO OTBOPaYHBaeTCA, YCIIOKOHBAACh, 6y1TO
¢ npe3peHHeM. [leBHUbl — Te H BOBCE TOYHO BCE€ fepecCOpH-
JIHCb; Yy BCeX Ha JHle CTpax ToabkKo 3a cebsi. CeHuac aBe
MaJieHbKHe 60r 3HaeT YTO NyTaJii: CTapLIHe TOJNbKO CMESIJIHCD.
H crapuine! Cefiuac Bapebky OnbX#HY A0 cJ€3 CKOH(Y3HIH,
a Mawenbka [TonocoBa — kaxercs, et Ayywnii Apyr, Bceraa
BMecTe, Bce ceKpeTbl BMecTe,— MalleHbka XOTb 6bl MnoO-
KpacCHesna... Uro xe 310 Takoe? KTo XOpolO OTBETHT —
Apyrue CMOTPAT TOYHO ¢ gocafol? Uem kTo Apyroro obuueJ,
eCJH BblyYHJ Jyuuie? 3aBHCTb 3TO, HJIH OHH 6oATCH?

— Tocnoxa bBeasesa! — npox3Hec yuHTelb.

Cocenka JleneHbkH BcTasla Ha CBOeM MecTe H, BCTaBas,
gepHyaa JleneHbKy 3a pykaB. JleseHbka MnpHHsJAA 3TO 3a
npocb6y NoackKasaThb, HO noapyra o6MaHyJsa ee: OHa OTJHYHO
3HaJa H BONPOC H TEKCT H, OTBeuas, CTaja NyTaTb HaPOYHO.

— UYro Bbl TakKoe roBOpHTe? — 3aMeTHJ Y4YHTeJb, KpPOT-
KHH C OJHOH H3 CTapLUHX YYeHHL.

— a s He Mory,— orBeyasa m-lle BeaseBa,— MeHs
locteBa c6uBaer.

Ona nokasana Ha JleseHbKy.

JlenleHbKa He X laJjla TaKoro npeaare/bCTBa H BCA BCMbIX-
HyJa, kak BHHoBaTtas. [loaHanacb rposa.

— Kak Bbl cMeerte! HM3BosbTe BbIATH! -— 3akpHuasia Ha
Hee HayaJjbHHUA.

— H3BosbTe caMH OTBeyaTh,— CKa3aJ 3aKOHOYUYHTEJb.

— Ceifiyac ¢ J1aBKH, BbIiAHTE K cToay! — npoaonxana
HayaJbHHLA.

Jlenewbka BcTaja H MOAOWIA K YUYHTENbCKOMY CTOJY;
oHa 6blla OTyMaHeHa, 06HXeHa, HCMyraHa, HO XOpOLIO MOM-
HHJ1a BeCb MY/peHblil TEKCT H Morsaa 6bl cka3aTb H O6BACHHTD
ero He xyxe m-lle Bensiepoii. Efi 661 HHYero He CTOHJIO H
NpeB30OHTH cOMepHHUY H OGHApYXHTb ee o6MaH, HO Ha Jle-
JeHbKY Bce CMOTpeJIH; OHa noaymaJa, 4to ceduac 6yayT Bce
TaK e CMOTpeTb H KpHuaTb Ha m-lle Beasesy, uro 37O
6yaer O6or 3HaeT 4TO, YTO BeCb 3TOT 3K3aMeH KaKas-To
KOMeIHs, 4yTo el 6yneT He Becejee, He Jerdye, ecJH OHa
ocTtaHercsi npaBoii... Ee cxBatHao 3a cepaue. OHa HakoHel
caMa He 3HaJja, 4YTo AyMmaJna, H, OoTBeyasi, Havyajaa nyTaThb
XyXXe caMoil JIeHHBOH H3 MaJieHbKHX. YuHTeab Kayaa ro-
JIOBOIO; HayaabHHUA OpaHHaacb. YuHTeab HauyaJ 4YHTATb
mopaab. [Toapyru cMesauch; JleneHbka cTosi1a cpelH 3aJbi.
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KoHyHB Mopanab, YyuHTeab, He3JOGHBHIH cepaleM, TMpH-
6aBHa:

— Bbl nonpaBbTech,— CKa)XHTe O 4YeM-HHOYIb APYrOM.

— He cnpawunBaiite, A HHuero He 3Halo,— OTBeuana
JlesneHbka TBepLO H TPOMKO, Ha CKaHaJl BCEro NaHCHOHA.

OHa cama He 3HaJja, noyeMy H 4] 4Yero cKasajaa 3To.
Yuutenb noctaBua eH Hysab, a OHa MOUI1A Ha CBOE MeCTO
noa Bo3rsacaMH HayaJjbHHubl. Iloapyru 3arnsaabiBajd ed B
JHUO, He Maayer JH oHa. JleseHbka Obl1a 6JegHa, HO He nJaa-
Kasa. OHa HHKaK He MorJa pa3o6paTthb, YTO 1e/1aJ0Ch C Helo;
el 6bI0 XOJIOAHO; UYTO-TO CTyyaJo y Hee B rpyaH. OuHa
TOCKOBaJa HJH KanpH3HHYaJa; HO BAPYr eH noKa3aJjoch
3a6aBHO, eciH 6 B cnucKe 6aas0B BO BeCb 3K3aMeH Yy Hee
6blaH Bce HyaH na Hyad. Beab Beasiea W IlonocoBa 6yayt
paabl, H apyrie. A ecau 6bl y BensieBoii 6bl1 Hysb, ee oTell
npu6un 6bl ee. Ee oTeu Toxe aepercs. 3TO, AOMKHO ObiTb,
HeBeceJ0, Koraa npu6bioT. Ecan Onenbka BensieBa U3 TpeTbeit
no KJaccy ha nepecsiieT B NATbie, ee OTeLl He 3HAIO YTO C HeH
caejaeT, O ABOpa CrOHHT. A Beab B BbLICUIHH Kjaacc nepe-
BeAyT TOJNbKO CTAapLUHX, yeTBepThiX. Tak, noxaJnay#, He mepe-
BeayT H Osenbky. Eit 6epa... Ha uro otuam, yueHbl poyepH
HAH HeT? Beab OTUBI TONBKO MONPEKAalOT yueHbeM?

«A 4YTO CKaxXyT nameHbKa H MaMeHbKa, KOrja y3HaloT,
4yTO cedyac 6bL10?..» JleseHbKa pelwnaa, yTo yiaer B cal Ha
BeCb [AeHb... HY, @ TaM 4TO?..

Bokpyr Hee wlyMe H, BCTaBas, YHTAsi MOJHTBY; 3K3aMeH
KoHuasacsa. HawanbHHua mno3Bana ee, npoaepxxana nepen
coboii nmonyaca H BCe YyHTaJa HoTauuH. PaboTHHUA ARaBHO
npuwaa 3a JleneHbko#l H cayluana 3To, A0XKHAAACHL B Nepen-
Hell C 30HTHKOM: wWea A0XAb. JlegeHbka noaymasa TOJbKO,
4TO B Caj Heab3s OyaeT YHTH...

— becuyBcTBeHHan aeByoHKa! — cka3zasna HayvaJbHHLA
B BHJAe MOCJEAHEero c/JoBa.

Onenbka Bensiesa npowna MuMo, norynusiuch. Koraa
JleneHbka yxe 6Gblj1a B nepeaHed H HapeBasa ¢ paGOTHHUEH
crapeHbkHit 6ypHycHk, OseHbKa Bblibexana TyRa Xxe.

— [lpowaii, Jlena! — ckasana oHa # ob6HANA ee KpeMnKo.

— Ilpowah,— cka3ana eit Jlenenbka 6e3 pocapbl, 6e3
BCAKOTO CHJBHOTO UyBCTBA; eH TOJIbKO CTaJjoO XaJb Yero-To
HEMHOXKO.

Joporo# oHa paccyausa, 4TO NMOCTYNH/Ia NPeKpacHo, 4ToO
OneHbKa MHJas [eBOYKA, 4YTO CMEWHO H CTbIAHO Bbl-
CTaBJATbCA C CBOEIO YYeHOCTblO, UTO OHa, JleseHbKa, Bce
crepnuT, a OJeHbKe Jyulle H Ha CBETe HE >KHTb, €CJH
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HebJjaronojyuHo coiger 3k3aMeH. JlocagHO TOJbKO, H4TO
NOXKIb HAET...

3TOT CJAaBHLIH MOXAHK, C COMHIIEM H TPOMOM, ¢ CHHHMH
TPOMaaHbIMH TyuaMH, KOTOpble OOpyUiHBAJHCh 3a peKy. 3a-
XBaTHJa ¥ BepeTHubiHa, KoOrila oH uiesg AOMOH H3 LOJXKHOCTH.
Hopora 6blia HenadbHAs, W, NepexnaB JHBEHb B CEHSX
NpHCYTCTBHA, BepeTHublH Haulen, 4To Ha ABOpe TakK XOpOLO,
YTO Heyero TOPONHTbCS NMOA Kpbiwy. Jdom N-ckux npucyT-
CTBEHHBIX MECT CTOMT Ha NYCTOH MJoLladH, KOTOpPas OKaH-
yMBaeTcs KpyThiM o6pbiBoM K peke. TaM Ka3anochb 0co6eHHO
XOpOLUOo: Jyra 3e/eHesH, Aajb BCA cBeTHaachb. BepeTHubiH
noweJ noryasatb K 6epery. B Bozayxe 6bl/1o Tenso, B.J1aXHO,
AYUIHCTO OT JYrOB, AbILIAJNOCh KaK-TO JErkKO H MSTKo.

BepeTHliblH 6bl1 CIOKOEH, MOUTH BeceJ, YTO C HHM PeaKo
cayyajocb. 3To He Obl10, KOHEYHO, YAOBOJbCTBHE UYHHOB-
HHKa, CMpaBHBILEro uyachl cayx6bl. BepeTHubiH HHYero He
AyMaJj; ollyuleHHe Tensa M (PH3HYECKOro AOBOJLCTBA MO-
rpyxano B 3abbiTbe. OH coBceM 3abbli, 4TO 3TO 33 ropoa
BOKPYI, YTO 3TO 3a AOM, H3 KOTOPOro OH BbilleJ; OH Kak-To
H ce6s1 He MOMHHJ, He BCMOMHHA4J HHUero, He 3alyMbiBaJ
Brepex Huyero.

BcnoMuHaer u  3anymbiBaer MosoaocTb — aas  Bepe-
THUBHA oHa npowJa. Ee ocTaTkH cka3biBaJHCb TeM, YTO
camo3abBeHHe Obl1O elle He TYNoe, HO C KakKOH-TO
HEroH...

HakanyHne Beuepom Bepernubmn Buaen Codbio Xmenes-
CKYyI0; OH Obll Yy HHX. DTH MOCelleHHs BCeria CTOHJIH eMmy
[Oporo; oH 6biBaa M CUACT/JHB, H H3MYyUYeH, H, pa36upasi CBOH
4YyBCTBA, HHKOrAa He MOl ONpeaeaHTb, yero B HeM O6blio
Goablue: cyacTbl HJAH MyueHHs. ¥l 6e3 rtoro Ba0GJEHHbIH,
BeperuubiH Baobasacs euwe ynpsMee, naBas ce6e MOJHYIO
Bosiio. TonbKo B mpoMeXxyTKax pa3roBopa, KOria OH Iisaen
Ha Codblo, 3aHATYIO C APYrHMH, €My CJydaJocb 3ajyMbl-
BaTbCsA, CKa3aTb cefe, YTO ee NPHBETJHBOCTb BCe-TakH He
BeJeT HH K YeMy, UTO ee KPacoTa TOJ/IbKO HanpacHO BOJIHYET,
YTO TaKHe OTHOLIEHH He MepeHAYT B Jo60Bb... [la n1060Bb
HHKOrAa H He NOACTyNnaeT TaK, MOTHXOHbKY, NOCTENEeHHbIMH
nepexonamu! Ecau 6 paxe M aBHrasnacb OHA MOTHXOHbKY,
TO nopa Obl eit npuiTH, npaBo, nopa... BepeTHublH AenaJcs
HeTepnesaus; ero 6pasna 3/J0CTb Ha OKPYXaBLWHX €ro nocro-
POHHHX, 3JI0CTb HAa 3TO YHHHOE CeMeHCTBO, 4YTO-TO MOXOXee
Ha HeHaBHcTb K camoit Codbe. OH roBopua ceGe,
LoBeplIasl HecnpaBeAJHBOH MeJOYHOCTbLIO CBOIO Aocady, 4To,
6yab Ha ero Mecte KTo-HMOyab Apyro#, a He OH, He GelHbIH
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MaJjbii, KOTOPOrO MPHHHMAIOT H3 CHHCXOXIEHHS, ero Chpo-
CHJH Obl, MOYEMY OH MOJIYHT, MOYeMYy OH CKyuYeH HJAH XOTb
npocTo 0 YeM OH 3aayMascs. C HHM HelepeMOHHb!, OTKPOBEH-
Hbl; 4UTO X! Beab OH He XKEeHHX; OH [Ja)Ke MeHblue ueM APYr
oMa; ero MOXXHO ynoTpe6JsATh aJaA nopyueHui. Kak 3to eute
10 CHX mop crapasi GapniHa 3Toro He Bblaymasa? Ho Be-
peTHUbIH BcTpedaa B3raaa Co¢bH, H BAPYr €My CTAaHOBH-
JOCb COBeCTHO, H HHTb pa3MbilllIeHHH 3anyThiBaJjacb Tak,
4YTO YXK Hesb3sl O6blI0 HAHTH el KOHLlA H XOTeJ0Cb HJIH
6exxaTb A1OMOH, KAK BHHOBATOMY, HJH GDPOCHTbCA nepea HeH
Ha KOJIeHH H HaroBOPHTb 60T 3HaeT yero... XOpowo, YTo No-
J0o6GHbIe HaMepeHHs] HHKOraa He HCMOJHAIOTCA: OAHO HCNoJj-
HHTb KaK-TO XXaJKO0, ApPYroe Kak-To HeJIOBKO NpH CBHAeTeaAX...

BepeTHubiH ocTtaBaJicsi, AesaJsici pa3roBOp4HB, Becea OT
Bcero cepaua, Obiq cyacT/AHB, yb6alokHBaJjcs A0 3a6biTbA,
10 nosHedwero 3a0biTbsi BCcero, KpoMe HacTosileH MHHYTH.
Y s3toro Hactosiulero He 6biJI0 Aaxke BuepaliHero AHA. Bepe-
THUBIH TOJIOXXHTEJbHO He 3HaJ, rae Obll OH, H Ja)e XHJa
JH OH BYepa, KOrga HacTtaBaJoO BpeMA YXOAHTb, OH OpaJa
$ypaxKy, UyBCTBYSH, YTO yXOAHT, HO 4TO AaJiblue, 3a MOPOroM
3TOro A0Ma, Kyaa yHaeT OH, OH He MOHMMaJ, He 3HaJ, Kak
cymacweawui... Co3HaHHe NMPHXOAHJIO K HeMy n0oMa BMecTe
¢ 6eCCOHHOH HOYbIO.

OH 6bl1 cyacTAHB HaKkaHyHe; 3actaB Co¢dbio 04HY, OH NpoO-
CHAeJ Yy Hee Bedep, H €ro Kak-TO MPHJACKasa MbIC/Ib, 4TO
Codbs npHHANA ero oaHA He U3 HELLEPEMOHHOCTH, a MOTOMY,
4TO eli 370 npusAtHo. Ha ee auue Bceraa 6bl10 3aMeTHO, 4TO
OHa yYyyBCTBOBaJa; HO BeperHunlH otragan 6bl Bce, eciad 6
llaXke OHAa NPHTBOPHJACb; OH TaK MOMHHJA ee 4YepTbli H HX
Majeilulee H3MeHeHHe, ee ABHXKEHHe, IOXOAKY, MPHBbIUKH, UTO
eMy He 6bl10 Haa06HOCTH cMoTpeTh Ha Codblo, YTOOBl OXKHB-
AsaTb ee obpa3 B cBOeH MNaMsATH: OH cMoTpesa, utob Ha-
caaxaatbes... B 3ToT Beuep oHa 6nija neyaJsbHa, BbiLIHBana
YTO-TO H CNelIHJaa H noxkanaosaJjacb BeperuuniHy, 4TO ycrta-
Ja OT AJHHHOrO AHS, NPOBeAeHHOro 3a paboToH.

— A 5 yctan ot 6e3nenbs,— CKa3ana OH.

— PasBe 1 aenaio 6osbuie Bauwero? — Bo3pa3u/aa oHa.—
YacTto naxe coBecTHO; cO6paTb HECKOJIbKO AHEH 1a OTMIAHYTb-
Cfl: TObKO H HaWAellb B HHX, YTO MAAbLBI 13 BH3HTH... UH-
TaTb — 3TO, TOBOPAT, HE 3aHsATHe...

— CKyuHo Ha cBerte! — cka3an BepeTHubiH.

— Uro aenartsb! [Togoxaem, Gyner Becesee.

— Koraa?

— Ckopo. Ecin uTo-HU6GYAb OOXOAHT YX 40 KPalHOCTH,
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3HauyWT, CKOpPO KOHYHMTcA. Bce Tak 3ackyuyasu, 4To Hempe-
MEHHO CKOpPO [OJIXKHbl fepectaTb. ITO Mepeld KOHLOM.

— TIlepen kouuom caera?

— UYero-uu6yab. ToNbKO ecau Bbl K KOHLY OGLLeH CKYKH
noseseTe ce6s A0 TOro, YUTO YX He GyaeTe yMmeTb H pano-
BaTbCs, 3TO Hexopoiuo 6yner...

— A Kak npHkaxerte y6epeubca? — BO3pa3uJ ¢ 10caaoH
BepeTtnubii.— B oxuganuu 6yayuiux 6Jar HyXHbl ecJH He
yTeileHHs, TO XOTb Pa3BJeUYEHHS.

OHa KpOTKO BblHEC/1A er0 HeYU4THBYIO BCHBILIKY 3a CBOIO
MOpaJb, KOTOPOIO HCKPEHHO XOTeJ1a ero yTelluTb. BepeTHubiH,
KaK CKY4aloulHi 3TOHCT, He 06paTH/ BHHMAaHHSA, uTO el camoil
6bl10 CKy4HO, @ OH ellle OropYHJ] ee, He MoAyMaJ O TOM,
YTO OHa Mo Jo6poTe cepila B CaMOM JeJe cTapaJfach pas-
BJIeYb €ro, @ OH NPHHHUMAJ 3TO KaK foJxHoe, 6paJ, He faBas
B3ameH Huuyero. OH TOAbKO xMypuiacs. Codbs nMepemeHHsa
pa3rosop, 3aBeJsia crop, HHTepecHbIH Aas BepeTHubiHa, H, co-
BEPIUIEHHO cOrJlacHasi C HHM BHYTPEHHO, CMOpHJA HAapOUHO,
4yTOGbl JaTb €My yAOBOJbCTBHE BBICKA3blBAaTbCA H yOeXKAaTb.
JoBosbHas TeM, UTO OH, TODXKECTBYS, OXKHBHJICS, OHA A0MOJ-
HHJA ero Hac/aXX[eHHe; OTKpblla posiib M HrpaJa K/a1acCH-
YeCKHe MbeChbl, Cyllash KOTOpble »KHBellb KAaKOH-TO ApYyroH,
ayuwed ku3Hblo. OHa urpana Hx B coseplieHcTBe. Bepe-
THLUbIH caywan, obmMupas, 1069 10 6eaymus, u, ecad 6 Codpba
NMOHHMAJa, YTO FOBOPAT €l B Te MHHYTbl, KOTAa OHa HMrpaJa
Mouapra, oHa orJasiHyaach 6bl cama, yTo ee Jo6pOTa 3aBOAHT
CAHWKOM aajeko. Ho kK KOHUy nbecbl BOPOTHJHCb MaTb H
cectpa, H BepeTHubiH, MpokasiB HX BO3BpalleHHe, HalueJ,
4TO Jyulle YHATH CKOpee H He KOHYaTb 3TOro Beuepa OObIKHO-
BeHHO, nowJo. OH caM He TOAHJICHA BecTH CBA3HbI pa3roBop
H, yias, nocTynua 6.1aropasymHo.

YTpom oH nowen B JOJXKHOCTb, CaM He 3Has 3aueM.
OH yXe NpHBbLIK MPOCHXHMBAaTb 3TH NATb 4acoB, He o6pa-
1asi BHHMAHHA, YTO Ae/]1a/]0Cb KPYrom, HchbiTas, 4To obpa-
ulaTbh BHHMaHHE,— 3HAYHT, MY4HTb ce0s ellle Ha HOBbIH Jaa.
Ou Mosyan u nucaJd, yto 6bl HH 1aBaJH, HCMBLITAB TOXE, YTO
BHHKAaTb B CMBICJ HaMHCaHHOro — eule HoBas Myka. Ha
KOTO-TO pAAOM C HHM THeBaJCA COBeTHHK; BepeTuubiH He
3HaJa 3a 4To H He caywada. Ero xnagHoKpoBHe He MOHPaBH-
JIOCb COBETHHKY, KOTOPbIH KeJlaJl HaBeCTH TpeneT B 6OJbLIHX
paamepax H caesaJsl He COBCeM MPHATHOE 3aMeyaHHe O «roc-
NOAAaX Y4YeHbiX BbICKOUKax». BepeTHLbIH He MOAHAJ] TrOJOBbI.
Bhifian Ha Kpbliblo, OH 06paaoOBaJCH CHIPOMY H TelJOMY
BO34YXYy H noules 6poauTb 6e3 LeJH...
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«A uTO, KOraa-HH6GYAb GYALY S1 XKHTb MO-YEJOBEUECKH?» —
BAPYT MPHILJIO €My HA MbIC/]b 6€3 BCSIKOrO 0CO6€HHOro MoBO-
[a, MOKyAa, MpHCeB Ha JIaBKYy y LUEPKBH, CTosABLIEH Ha 6epery,
OH CMOTpeJ BHH3, Ha Jyra W Ha BOAY.

EMy 3axoTesiocb KypHTb — NMpHBBIYKA, OCTaBJEHHAsl H3
3KOHOMHH, H N0 cnyyalo curapsl BcnoMuuacs M6paes. OHu He
BHAaJMch 1aBHO. OT CBOMX TOBapHLUei, nHcapeit ry6epHCKOro
npasJieHHs1, BepeTHUbIH cabliuad, 4to M6paeB oueHb cTpOrui
HayanbHHK. DTH BOCMOMHHAaHHS BbI3BaJH y BepeTHubiHa Ka-
KOe-TO ropbkoe xenanHe cMmesitbesi. OH Buepa BHaen y XMe-
JIeBCKHX BH3HTHYIO KapTouky M6paeBa, dpaHuy3cKylo, ¢ ABY-
msi urpekaMd. Codbsi HHYEro O HeM He TOBOpPHJA...

«Hy, aBa roaa... Hy, xoTb roa OOHH MOXHTb,— AyMmad
BepetnubiH.— Kak-uu6yab BbinycTHAH 6bl XOTb B OTCTaBKY.
UTto6 TONMbKO OMNATb 6bITb CaMHM cO60H, He 3aBHCETb, GbITb
¢ JioAbMH... MHoro Joaed He Habepellb... 1a Bce paBHO!
XoTb HMeTb NMpaBo rHaTb OT ce6s TexX, KTO MPOTHBEH, H TO
XOpOlLLO...»

Tyua, KOTOpPBIX MHOr0 MpoOWIIC B 3TOT AeHb, NOAHAJACh
ONATb; CHOBA MOJHJ AOXAb M nporHan BepernublHa ¢ ero
nporyakd. Oany MHHYTY BepeTHublH noayman ¢ gocaasl, 4to
Jydille MOKHYTb MOJ J0XA€M, 4eM BO3BpALlaTbCA AOMOH, HO
TYT XKe 3acMesiyics 3TOH pebsiuecKoi BbIXoAKe, pa3rubas ycra-
JYI0 CMHHY, KOTOPOH cTa/jo H 60JbHO H XOJMOAHO, H mouied,
npu6asassa wary. Ha yray naowanu v yadubl 6bia cTpaltl-
HeHwas nyxa; BepeTHubiH 06X0AHN ee, HHKAK He YyCBOHB JIOB-
KOCTH CBOHX TOBapHLUeH, KOTOpble YMeJH NepenphbiriBaTh No
Kameikam. Ero o6orHand oT/HuHble 3aKpbiTble APOXKKH, 3a-
NpsixKeHHble OTJAHYHBIM pbicakoM: HM6paeB exan H3 npucyr-
CTBHS1, HO OGbIKHOBEHHO M03Ke BCeX APYrHX HauyaJjbHHKOB; OH
BBITJISIHYJl, KOHEUHO Y3HaJs MNpHATeNsl, NMOTOMY 4YTO MeEXAY
HHMH He OblJIO H ABYX LIAroB PacCTOAHHA, H He MOKJIOHHJCS.
[Toutn noaxoas k cBoeMmy aomy, BeperuuniH Bctpetus Jle-
JEeHbKY, KoTopasi 6exasja noA G6OJbLIHM, HO NPOPBAaHHLIM
30HTHKOM, AepKacb 3a PYKY pabOTHHLbI;, CTAPEHbKHH cepblH
6YypHYCHK Obll BeCb B YepHbIX [ATHAX OT AOKIS; MOKpbie
JIEHTbI IUIJSINTKH H3 PO3OBbIX MOJHJAOBEJH H XJ€CTaJ/JH AeBOUYKY
no JHUy, naatbHue Obi1o nogo6paHo. JleneHbka, KOHEUHO,
He Morya 6biTb AOBOJbHA BCTpeueH. '

— A! Moe noureHHe! — cKa3sana, npHocTaHoBsich, Bepe-
THUbIH.— [1yTb HayKH TpydeH, HO MPHSATEH.

— Hy, npoxoau, 4T0 JH,— 3aKpHya/sa Ha Hero CepaHTO
pa6oTHHLA,— 4TO npucTaewb K GapbituHe! O30pHHKH 3TH
npHKasHbie! — Bopyasia OHa, HAS Aadablue.— Bor 6apuHy
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Haao ckKasaTb. JTo KasHayeHwHH 6pat. Tak Ha yJauue H
HOPOBHT MOHAMAaTb; Hallea MecTo...

— Her, yx He roBopH naneHbke, 60r ¢ HHM,— CKa3aja
Jlenexbka. ‘

— H 10 npasaa, 6or ¢ HuM. Kpuky y Hac H 6e3 TOro He
MaJo.

CaMmble CcHJAbHblEe XapaKTepbi MOKOPAIOTCR BJAHAHHIO 00-
craHoBkH. [IpHpoaa HMeeT y)X HECOMHEHHOe BJIHAHHE Ha pac-
noso)keHue ayxa. [loxab Ha yJHle, BO3HA A0OMa 10 TOrO
OTyMaHHJH JlejeHbKy, 4TO OHa NOYTH 3abbl1a, 4YTO MNpO-
H30WLIJI0 Ha 3K3aMeHe, H Ha Bonpoc MaMeHbkH: «Hy uTo,
Kak Tam ¢ To6oH?» — oTBeuasa: «HHyero-c».

MaMeHbKa y10BOJbCTBOBAJach OTBETOM, a JleseHbka co-
6paJsachb ¢ MbICJASIMH TOJIbKO K Beyepy H, YHARA B caj, 06ayMbl-
BaJa CBOe NoJloXeHHe. b0 xon04HOBaTO, CyMpayHo; cocel
He npuxoaHa. Tpoe H3 ueTbipex GpaTbeB JleseHbKH ObliH
NpHBA3aHbl B KOMHAaTe K HOXKaM cToJa, ¢ OyKBapsiMH,
yeTBepThIH Obl1 NOca)KeH MNojJie HHX, AN KOMNAHHH H Ha-
yYeHHsi NPHMepoM, H notoMy JlejeHbke HHUTO He MelaJo
pasMblluAATL H nporyauBatbes. OaHa, OoHa peliHJach cie-
JaTb TO Xe, YTo AeJsaJj cocell: NMOrJAAAeTb yepe3 MJeTeHb, HO
LJIf 3TOTO, MPH ee pocTe, el Haao OGblJIO BJAE3Tb Ha HHIXKHHH
psad nJetHs. JleneHbKa HCNOJHHAA 3TO YCTEWHO H LeJabiH yac
HabJloAaJjla He TOJbKO Hajl NycTOoH NOPOXKKOH cana, HO Hal
TeM, uTO JejaJjiocb AaJjblie, Bo aABope coceaed. B nome ux
3a)KIJIHCb OTHH H 3aMeJsibKaJH, Nepexoas H3 OAHOIO OKHa B
apyroe. JlesneHbka 4yTb He BCKDHKHYJA: elHHCTBEHHOE OKHO,
NpHMblKaBliee K caly, OCBETHJI0Cb, OTBOPHJOCH, €H nokasa-
Jocb, yTo ero orsopusa BeperuubiH. Ho eMy, n04XHO ObiTh,
N0Ka3aJoch X0JOAHO: OKHO 3anepJoch NOUTH B TY XK€ MHHYTY;
JleneHbka ycablllana ToabKO CTyK paMbl. CBeua crosia Tak
6JH3KO K CTeKJaM, YTO HHYero Hesb3si OblJIO pPAaCCMOTPETb
B IM1IYyOHHY KOMHAaThl.

. «$1 raynoctu penalo»,— ckasasa ce6Ge JleseHbKa, COCKO-
YHB C IVIETHR, O KOTOPbIH HCLapanaJja pYKH.

Ee 3Bann nomoi#i, rae xaan ee y>XKHH H 6paHb, UTO OHa

«6akaywH ObeT», Geraer...

vil

Ha apyroii aenb JleneHbKa BOPOTHAIACh C 9K3aMeHa MaTe-
MAaTHKH M reorpaguu ¢ TaKHM Ke ycrexoM, Kak HakanyHe. Ha
3TOT pa3 OHa caMa He 3HaJja, KaK 3TO CJYYHJIOCb: OHa He
MOTJ1a HHUero coo6pa3nTb, a BblyueHHOe HAH3YCTh No3abblia.
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IMoapyrd rasizesid Ha Hee MOYTH CO CTPAXOM, CNpPALIHBAJIH, He
CrJ1asuJ JH ee KTO-HHOYAb, COBETOBAJH XOPOLIEHbKO MOMO-
JHTbCs, o6ellaTh cBeuky. JleseHbKe Ka3anoch, UTO OHA 60Jb-
Ha; B rosoBe y Hee Obl1o MyTHO. [loMa, Kak HapouHo, cJy-
YHJIUCb HENPHSITHOCTb 332 HENMPHATHOCTbIO: OAHH 6paT 60JIbHO
ybuscs, ynaJa ¢ yepaaka, Apyrod nepe6GuJ nocyay; MameHbKa
He focyHuTasach 6esbsi H pa3ouna pabOTHHUY; NaneHbKa Mo-
JIY4HJ BBITOBOD, H OTTOrO BCe NMOLLJO elle xyxke. Mexay npo-
YHM, OH CKa3asJ H JleneHbKe:

— Tbl cMmoTpH, MoaHHUA, s cerofHsi orua EpceBus
BCTPETHJI; Thi, TOBODAT, HHUEMY He YUYHIIbCA — COXPaHH Tebs
6or! Tol y MeHs CBOHX He y3Haelb... Ml He cMel MHe HHuero
orBeyaTb! A eule 3aMyx c6Gupaercs...

[TocaeaHue cioBa GblK 3arafkoi A JleneHbKH. 3aMyxK?
3a kKoro xe? KM ell Bcero nATHaauartb JeT... IlaneHbkKa,
BEPHO, LIYTHT.

JlejeHbKe BCMOMHHJHMCH KakK-TO Bce NOAOOHbIE LWIYTKH;
Ha pacCTpPOeHHOe cepue OHH JIErJIH TSAXKeJ0; pa3ropsiueHHas
rosoBa NMPHHAMA HX HHaue, yeM npexxie. JleBouka cnpocH/aa
cebsi: «3a UTO Bce 3TOP»

«UeM s MoaHHUA? 51 He npoly Hapsaaos. $I oxesaiock BO
Bce, UTO couwbioT. IToapyrd He pa3 roBOpHJH, 4TO A oAeTa
LypDHO. MHe HHKOrga H Ha MBbIC/Jb He MPHXOAHJIO NOXenaTb
yero-HHOY b HOBEHbKOTO, KpacHBoro. 51 3Halo, uTo BCe A0pOro,
4TO ManeHbKe HAA0 BCeX HAC coAepXaTb;, A OepexJHBa...
3a yto ke MeHs nonpekaT? S He LOMKHA CMETb OTBEYaTh...
Jla Beab apyrue orBevatoT! A CO MHOH NOTOMY TaK FOBOPST,
4YTO 3HAKT MEHs, 3HAKT, YTO A He TO, 4YTO ApYrHe — He
OTBEUy...»

MawmeHbKa, y3HaB 06 or3biBe oTtua EBceBus, 3amerH.a
TOXe:

— Kro Te6s, aypy, 3a cebs 3amyx Bo3bMer? [lonpoby#
Y MEeHSl TOJIbKO He MOJIyuH JIHCTA HJH 60 KHHIH, He nepecsilb
B cTapuiue, s Te6s, Kak 60or cBAT, 3aMecTo paboOTHHUbI XJ/1e0hl
MeCHTb 3acTabJio!

JlesjeHbka B3fJa KHHIY H XOTesJa TBEPAHTb, HO MEXAY
CTPOKAMH y Hee 3aMe/bKasno pa3MblilujIeHHe:

«3ayeM MHe TBEPAHTb? A BCe 3HAIO, H TO 3HAlO, YTO Ha-
nyrajna ram H Byepa H ceroaHsa. MHe-TO camoil Bce paBHO,
Kak 6bl 1 HH OTBeYaJsa, XOpOLIO HJAH AYPHO: MOE NPH MHe OcTa-
Hetcsl. 51 yuych aas ce6Gs, He AJ1A yuHTe s, He A/ Ha4aJdbHH-
Ubl, He LIl JIHCTA, He A1 KHHrH — aas ce6Gs, aa8 Toro, 4Tob
3HaTb... M ewe — B310p Kako#! pa3Be 3TO yuyeHbe? 3TO uye-
nyxa kKakas-to: «[lomnanyp, cua nussuua Ppanuud...» [lo-

107



Texa, npaBo! Kro takas sta [loMmnaayp? HHuyero He cKa3aHo,
a TBepAH...»

JleneHbka BCA BCMBIXHYJA, CJAOXHJIA KHHTY H BCTana;
H3 OKHAa THAHYJO CBEXHM BeTPOM, 3alaxoM JIHIBL.

— Kyaa TeI? — cnpocHaa Marthb.

— B caa nofiny, xapko,— oTBeyasa geBOYKa.

— B caa noiiay! KunxKy Bo3bMH, GeccoBecTHasi! 1 TeGe
nfam caa! Bor s 3aBTpa cama B MaHCHOH CXOXY, Y3Halo, 4TO
Thl Tam genaewb. BbapbliiHe# ee nocaaHJH, HHYEro Ha HeH He
CNpailuHBaeTcs, a OHa ellle BOH YTO, IEHHTbCA BblAyMaJna... ¥ x
NOMHH Moe caoBo, AJeHa, 6ydelib Y KOpbiTAa CTHpaTh...

JlenleHbKa yw1a nockopee; OHa ycJablllaJa, 4TO naneHbka
NPOCHYJCA OT nocjeobeleHHOro CHa, a OH npochinaJjcs Bceraa
cepautbii. ERf crano crpaluHo.

«H B camoMm 1ene,— noaymana oHa, C TPyLOM OTBOpPSAfA Ka-
JHTKY, TOTOMY UTO APOXKaJH PYKH,— CO MHOH MOTYT UYTO XO-
TAT cAeaTb...»

Bcs B3BOIHOBaHHAsR, OHa NpoluJach HECKOJbKO pa3 Nno j10-
pPOXKKe; BO3AYyX Ka3aJjcsi eil TsxeJ Hald TroJOBOIO; Tpylb
CTECHHJIO; CJle3bl HeCKOJbKO pa3 BBICTyNaJad Ha rJjasax H
npataaucb. OHa 6pocHaa KHHTY B TpaBy H BBHIFOBOpHJA
rPpOMKO:

«Uto 3a HecuacTbe!»

OHa cama He 3Hana, 4YTO Ha3blBajsa HecyacTbeM,— BCe.
DK3aMeH, MYCTOTA yueHbsl, THEB ManeHbKH M MaMeHbKH H,
r1aBHOe, UTO-TO B HeH CaMOH HAuYHMHANO Ka3aTbCsl e€H He-
cyacTbeM, YTO-TO B HeH caMoil Mewano el 6bTb CITOKOWHOH,
KaK npexae... Bapyr, pelunBlwHKch, OHa nojowJa K MNJeTHIO,
NpPHBCTAB, onepaach Ha Hero H B3rjasiHyja. BepeTHublH 6bla
y cebs B caay, HO AajeKko. JleaeHbKa »Kjaaja HeCKOJbKO
MHHYT, a Koraga oH ofpaTH/csf B ee CTOPOHY, 3aKpHuaJaa
emy:

— 3apascrayiite!

— 3apascTByiiTe! — oTBeyan H3faau BepeTHublH H
npoieyg MHMO.

JleneHbka coBceM 6ecco3HaTesNbHO OCTasnacb Ha CBOEM
mecte. Bepernubih o6oulen Becb Kpyr cBoero caja, nopas-
HAIBLIKCb C Helo, ONJIAAHYJCA H 3acMesiics.

— Kako# Bbl nTHuUeH cHOWMTe Ha Kepaouke! — ckasan
oH.— CmMoTpHuTe He ynaaute!

OH onaTb omycTHJ rsia3a B KHHIY, KOTOpYlo udTana. Jle-
JeHbKa 60sinaCb, YUTO OH YHAET, H MOCNellHNa CINPOCHTb:

— A yTo Xe, Bbl ofelland MHe KHHKKY?

— Kakyw?
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— HWekcnupa.

— Ox, Jlenenbka! BUHOBAT, 3a6biJ,— CKa3aJ OH, MOJAXO0-
as.— Kak Bbl BcnoMHHau? Baw, a aymato, He po Lllekcnupa?

— Tlouemy »xe? — cnpocHaa oHa, nobJegHeB, KOraa OH
Ha3BaJ ee MO HMEHH.

— 3ayuHJuch, 3aTPYIAHJUCH, 3a9K3aMeHoBaaHch. Hy uTo,
Kak 6anJbl? yeTbipe, NATH?

— MeHbllle eJHHHUBI,— OTBeyaJa OHa H 3axoxoTaJja,

— CKpPOMHOCTb €eCTh YKpallleHHe XeHUIHHbl,— CKa3aJ
cepbe3Ho BepeTHubiH,— TeM 6GoJiee aeBHUbI, TeM elle Gogee
npHMepHOH a0YepH, TPyAsUleACH AASl yTelleHHS poAHTeqed.
HM3BuHHTe, 4TO 51 CIPOCHA; A M3 ydacTHA.

— Her, B caMoM aesne,— npoaosaxkana JleneHbka, 6aen-
Hesl H CMesiCb, MEXAY TeM KaK roJocC npepbiBajcs OT Apo-
)KH,— 51 BOT 1Ba 3K3aMeHa Bce c6HBAlOCh, HH Ha OJHH BOMpPOC
He oTBevalo... $1 He lWy4y, MpaBo, He CKPOMHHYAI...

— YTo X 3TO C BaMH?

— Tak, He 3Haw. OTBeyaTb He XO4YeTCs, CKYUYHO.

— Kanpus nawen?

— Kanpus! — orBeyana ona, norynsi roaoBy.— $ aas
ce6s yuycb. [1ycTb MHe CTaBAT KakHe XOTAT 6anJbl, s 3HAIO,
4YTO 3Hal,— BOT H BCe.

— Jla-c; HO Belb YYHTeJA-TO 3TOr0 He 3HAIOT, €CJH BH
BCce MyTaeTe.

— Hy uto x?
— Hy, Bac # ocTtaBAT B nmocsenHHX.
— Tloxany#i...— BbIrOBOpHJIA OHa, clepXKaB CJe3bl.

— A Kak e MaMeHbKa C ManeHbKoOM?

— 51 UM cKaxy, 4TO 3HaK,— 3TO Moe Aeqo... Yemy BHI
cMmeerech?

— Tak. Xopolwo, ecaH naneHbka ¢ MaMeHbKOH BaM

NoBepAT.
— 5 orpoay He arana. OHH [QOJKHBI MHe MOBEPHTb.
— Ox, noaxHbl! — noetropua BepernubiH.— Eule otpoay

naneHbKH € MaMeHbKaMH He CYHTaJH, 4YTO «JOJXKHBbI»
4TO-HHOYAb nepei AeTbMH...

— UTto BbI cKkazaau? §l He Bcaywanach.

— Huuero. KoHeuyHo, eciH Bbi Tak yBepeHbl B BallUHX
POAHBIX, TO MOXeTe He O6ecCnoKOHTbCA,— 3TO GoJablloe
cyactbe. ToabkKo, 6yAb A nmaneHbkod, i Obl He mnoTepnen
TaKHX BelleH.

JleneHbKa cMoTpena emy B rjasa.

— He norepnen 6bl,— nostopua Bepernusin.— Ceroaus
Bbl HEe PacCnooOXKeHbl 3K3aMEeHOBaTbCAA, 3aBTpPa Bbl HE pacno-
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JIOXKeHbl HATH 3aMyX, 3a KOro OTLUY YTrOAHO, 4TO Bbl 3a
noub? YT1o 3TO 3a OTel, KOTOPOro B rpoil He CTaBAT? «AX,
naneHbKa, Bbl N0J)KHbl MHe BepHTb!» OTeu xsonortad, Tpy-
IHJICS, BBIHOCHJ, MOXeT GbiTb, He 3HAl0 UTO, MOXeT ObiTh,
0O YHH)XXE€HHH, MOXeT 6GbiTb, AYLIOH KPHBHJA H COTrpPelIHJ He
pa3, 4To6 HMeTb BO3MOXXHOCTb /[aTb /[OYEPH BOCIHTAHHE,
a OHa Ja)e He XOueT ero HHuYeM MNOTelIHTb — KAnpH3 Ha-
wen! — «Yuycb ana ce6sil» — Jla noub-To cama ubf, He
otuoBckas?.. Crano 6biTb, OHA PacCYHTHIBAeT, UTO MpHAET
BpeMs, BOT OHa 3aXHBeT A/f ce6Gs, He 6ygeT NaneHbKHHA
H MaMeHbKHHa...

— Bbl cMeerecb HAH He WYTA TOBOpPHTe? — npepsaJfa
Jlenenbka.

— Kakas wyTka, Koraa ueablii cBeT Tak Aymaet! —
BO3pa3Ha BeperTHubiH,— pa3Be Bbl HHKOrja 3TOT0 He CJbl-
XaJH, Hy He OT Ballero naneHbKH C MaMeHbKOH, TakK OT
IPYTHX; HX, cnaBa 6ory, BBosio! Passe 310 camoe HHKoraa
NPH Bac He FOBOPHJOCH?

JleneHbka He oTBeuaJa.

— A urto0 BCe roBopsT, TO, cTaso 6biTb, NpaBaa,— Npo-
N0JKaJ BepeTHubiH,— Heuero KanpH3HHYaTb, Heuero pas-
AyMbiBaTb. KTO BblayMaJs, uUTO TaK HAaAO XHTb, TOT Obia
yMHee Hac: BCeM MOKOHHO. Bbl no ce6e MoxeTe CYAHTb:
Bbl 6J1aronoJiyuHo KOHUYHTE Ball 3K3aMeH, Ha aKTe... AKT 6yaer
y Bac?

— Dbyauner.

— Ha akrte ry6epHaTop AacT BaM MOXBaJbHbIH JHCT, ap-
XHepeH Bac 6J1arOCJOBHT, Bbl €ro nouesayete B pYyuKy; Tak
xopoiuo. [1punere gomol. beseHbKoe naaTbHlle Ha Bac, aJjbie
JieHThl, 332 o6Geqom nupor. [laneHbka ¢ MaMeHbKOH BeceJibl.
JeTsiM ¥ B pyKH He 0aAyT Ballero JHCTa, 4To6 He 3anaukaliu,
H3[aJIH NMO3BOJAT MOCMOTPeTb: ¢ 30J40ToM. M Ha ueayo He-
Jeso paccKasbl, kak JleneHbka OTJHUHJIACD.

— Bbl roBopHTe cO MHOH, Kak C MaJleHbKOH 1€BOUKOH,—
npepBaJja OoHa,— fi He XOYY HHYEro 3TOro; HH Harpaibl, HH
JIaCKH... HHyero!

Ona 6bia 61eqHa W OTBEpPHYJacb, HCMYraBLIKHCb CJOBA,
KOTOpOe copBaJsioch y Hee. BepeTHublH yablbHYyJCs, cMOTpea
Ha Hee W XjaJ.

— $ He xouy, uyTo6 MeHs 3a B310p HarpaxaajH,—
npoaosKaJja OHa,— sl He XOuy YUHTbCSl B340py. Bbl e camu
CKa3aJH, 4TO BCe 3TO B340p; i HE XOUy ero 3HaTb... BoH A B
KpanuBy 3aKHHyJa...
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— Kak, yx W 3akuHyau! — BckpuuaJj, xoxoua, Bepe-
THUbIH.

— KoMy kaxyTcsa ymHbl 318 [ToMnaaypel, TOT NycTb HX H
y4HT,— roBopusa JleneHrka, BOJIHYAICb H 3a6biBaficb,— Al H3
TAaKHX TJynocTed He cTaHy o0HXaTb MOHMX MOApYr, mepe-
6MBaTb y HHX Harpaabl. MHe HXx aApyx6a nopoxe Bcex Ha-
rpad... Kro TpycauB, KTo 60HTCA, TOT NYCTb CTaPaeTcH, a f He
6010Cb: MYCTb MEHA CAeNaI0T B JOMe KyXapKoH, paboTHHUEH...
A He paba!..

OHa Bapyr 3anaakasna u y6exkana. BepeTHublH cTOl1 Ha
CBOEM MeCTe H CMOTpes eH BcJel, A0raibiBasACh, UTO OHa He
noiner nomoi. B camom nene, ee nesnepuHka Genesna BAAJH, B
Kyctax. Bepetuubin nowesn k ce6e B koMmHaTy, B3fa «Po-
meo H JlXKyJabeTTy» BMecTe ¢ PHTODHKOH KouaHckoro,
OTJIOXKEHHbIX PSLOM, H BOPOTHJCA K MNJeTHio. B cocennem
capy yxe 6eraau netd; Jlenenbka 6poanaa, 6yato npsadach
H He OrJfiablBafiCh.

— TIloaure clona,— ckasan Bnojarojoca BepeTHubH,
BbIXK1aB, KOraa AeTH YWJH nojajblie,— BoT Bam lllekcnup.

OHa nmogowJa, B3rJasiHyJsa eMy B rJasa, 3acThlAHNACb €ro
B3rJA4a, M[OJyHacMelJHBOro, Mo0JYyJackoBOro, H B3sJja
TOHKYIO TeTpaAkKy.

— CnpsybTe B KapMaH, COTHHTE BYETBEDO,— MPOAOJIKAJ
BepeTHublH,— a 3T0 — Balue.

OHa npoTsiHysna pyky 3a KolwaHckHM, mokpacHena H
yabibGHY1aCh.

— He nporuesafitecs, Jleaenbka,— cka3an Bepe-
THUbIH,— Bbi €Llle COBCeM MaJeHbKas 1eBOuYKa, TOJNbKO XOpo-
was neBovKa.

OHa 6bis1a CKOHYXKeHa, yeMy-TO pana, HaKJOHHJAA ro-
JOoBY, 4TO6 cnpsATaTbcA OT BeperTHubiHa, a kKoraa caMod
3aX0TeNOoCh B3IMJIIHYTb Ha Hero, ero yxe He O6bJO HH 3a
nJeTHeM, HH B capny.

vill

Cnenylownii feHb 6bla NTPa3AHHK B NPHXOAE, H MAMeHbKa
JlesieHbKH, K 60OJbLIOMY €e YIHBJEHHIO, cKa3aJja el eile
¢ Beuepa, YTo6 OHA HA 3K3aMeH He XOAHJa, a BCTajsa Ol
nopatblie H cobpanacb K o6esHe. YTPOM MaMeHbKa BHIIJa-
NUaa JIeHTbl W BhillpaBHaa wasanky JleneHbkH, npu6aBHJa
noj MNoJsi yeTbipe pO30Bble OGYTOHYHKA, XPAHHBLUHECH H3-
naBHa B kKomone. Heab3sa ckasaTtb, uTo6 WAANKA CcTaJja
OTTOr0 KpacHBee; OHa KaK-TO B3[epHyJacb KBepXy, HO Ma-
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MeHbKe 3TO OueHb HpaBHJocb. M3 KOMoAa »Ke, TOXe NaBHO
XPaHHBWYIOCA H MOTOMY MOJYYHBUIYIO HECKOJbKO HeOTrja-
NHMbIX CK1al0K, MaMeHbKa J0CTajJa MaHTH/Ib CBeTJO-
rony6yio ny-fe-cya 4 naJieBbld raJcTyuyek, KOTOPbIH JOJKeH
6bl1 HATH K JleneHbke, noTomy uto Jlenenbka GploHeTka.
Bce 370 6bliio HageTo Ha JleneHbKy BMecTe ¢ GesblM KHCeH-
HbIM NJaTbeM, NMPHrOTOBJEHHbIM Gbl10 A5t akTa. MaMeHbka
6bl1a BCTpeBOXKEHa H NpHKa3blBasa Bce HaleBaTb C KPECTOM
H MoauTBolo. C6upasuch Tak AOJro, YTO K yacaMm yxX OT-
3BOHHJIH; NManeHbKa TOPONHJ; OH Obl1i3 BHUMYHAHPE H TOXe
wea kK o6eaHe. Toponuna W Ilenares CemeHoBHa, KOTOpas
npuwna, 4to6 HATH MOJHMTLCA BMeCTe, M MojaBaJjga CBOH
coBeTbl B TyaJsete JleneHbke. JleqeHbKy TaK 3aTOPMOLIHJIH,
4YTO OHa YycMneJsa TOJbKO 3anpsATaTh NOA CBOH TIOPAK TETPAAKY
cocena. ['pewlHHlla — OHa AyMaJia nouTH Bclo 06e1HIO, Kak Obl
JleTH He BbITallHK Ge3 Hee 3ToH TeTpankH. OHa Aymaana euue,
4TO Tenepb HAET HeMeUKHH 3K3aMeH, UTO Buepa HauajbHHLA
rOBOPHJ1A: HalO0 KOHYHTb HX CKOpee, CEerofHs, H IOTOMY B.3TO
yTpO Ha3HaueHo TpH npeaMera. [ToToM y Hee BepTeaHuCb B ro-
JioBe HMeHa cOOCTBeHHble — He MpHMepbl IPaMMAaTHKH, He
MCTOpHYECKHE HMEHA, a Te, KOTOpble Buepa, MO4YTH B NOTEMKaAX,
npousa oOHa, 3arisHyB B Ty TeTpaaky. Tam 4TO-TO 3aHH-
MarenbHO: AY3JH, MACKH...

— HcTykaH HCTyKkaHOM,— 3aMeTH1d eH MaTb YXKe Ha
naneptH. IlaneHbka pa3roBapHBajJ ¢ KaKHMH-TO Trocrno-
JllaMH,— KaxeTcsl, ¢ cblHOBbAMH [lenaren CemeHoBHbl. Jle-
JeHbKe B31yMaJoCb MOCMOTPEeTb Ha HHX, HO OHA He YIH-
BHJacb, XOTS 6bl H MOIJ1a YIHBHTbCS, YTO NaneHbkKa rOBOPHT
C MOJIOAbIMH JIOAbMH, UTO TPO€ 3THX MOJOJbIX Jiodel HAYT
C HUMH A0 nepekpecTka. KakHe OHH 4TO-TO CTpaHHble! ro-
BOPSIT — KaK-TO B3BHM3rMBAIOT, OJHH TPOCTOYKOH Hrpaer,
CTapyxy TMNpOXOXYIO 3ajeJ; APYrod BCe uacbl BbiHHMaeT,
CMOTDHT,— TOT, ¢ KOTOPbIM pa3roBapHBaeT ManeHbka; BCe
TaK MeJKO 3aBHThl...

— 3esa# eue 110 cTOPOHAM! -— ONATb LIEMHY/1a MaMeHb-
Ka, Koropast waa psioM c¢ Ilenareeii CemeHOBHOH U B
MOJIYAHHH.

[lepekpecrok 6b1 6au3ok. Crapwui cbi Tlenaren Ce-
MEHOBHbl, TOT, 4YTO € TPOCTOYKOH, AaBaj 3TO 3aMeTHTb
MOJIOAOMY YEeJOBEKY ¢ 4YacaMH, ToJkas ero noa OOK.

— OrBsXHcb, GpaTell Tbl MOH,— BO3pPa3ug TOT, 34aHH-
Masicb pa3roBOpoOM C ManeHbKoH,— si Te6si CaMOro B JAYyXY
CTOJIKHY.

Ou urpuBo paccMesiacsi. [laneHbke 3T0, Ka3anoch, HpaBH-
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JIOCbh: OH cMesJIcst ToxXe. JleneHbKa 4ero-To ckoHgy3uaaco; e
CTaJo CKYYHO M, y>X KOHEYHO 6e3 BCSKOH NPHYHMHbI, BADYT
BCNOMHHJCS1 cMeX BepeTulibiHa, ero THXHH, KAKOH-TO MOJHbBIN
roJloc, ero xy/ible pyKH Ha MJeTHe, BOJIOChl, KOTOPbI€ OH BCeraa
TaK MHeT ¢pypa*kKoH, TeMHO-cepble I1a3a, KOTOpblie B3I/ dbl-
BalOT npHcTatbHo. Kak OH ckasas Buepa: «xopowlas Jie-
Bouka». Kak e oH cmeeT roBopuTb «Jlenenbkax?
JlesleHbKa ¥ He 3aMeTH/aa, KakK MPOCTHJHCb MOJOble
aoand W [Tenares CeMeHOBHa M KaK NaneHbka, MaMeHbKa H
OHa cama aolJaH AoMoH. MaMeHbka npHkasaga el mepe-
0leThbCA H HATH KOHYHTb CBOH 3K3aMeHbl. bblio Bcero onuH-
HaauaTtb yacoB. JleneHbka 6bla paccesiHa H CBOHM TyaJe-
TOM, H pa3dHoo6pa3HeM BreyaT/eHHI C yTpa, H MHOXECTBOM
Hapona, Kotopblii BHaeaa. Effl 66110 NpUATHO ObITh HA OTKPHbI-
TOM BO34yXe, NPOHTHCH elle, XOTA A0 MaHCHOHA; uTo Oyler
B NaHCHOHe — npeacTaB/asAfock el cMyTrHo. OHa nBa pasa
3abblBaJj1a, KaKHie KHUTH B3siTb ¢ cOOOH, H BO3BPATHJACH 34
HHMH C Kpbliblla, HO He 3abblia «PoMeo» W yHecaa ero
B KapMmaHe, Kak Hayuusa BeperHublH; 3atem Bapyr Boolpa-
3WJa, 4Yto eH Hajo 3aueMmM-To 3a6exaTb K cebe B can,
npuMyanach Tyaa 6eroM K MJeTHIO H 3arJsiHy./1a: Ha L0POXKKe
HHKOrO He Obl10O, HO OKHO B Caja, TO, KOTOpOe OHa MpH-
MeTHJa, Obl10 OTBOpEHO; MOl OKHOM cHienl BepeTuubiH H
nucaa yro-to. Hosas paborHuua KJHKajaa OapbllIHIO, MpPO-
BOXAaTb €€, MaMeHbKa ycJablllaja H, Koraa JleieHbka npo-
X0jAMJa 4Yepe3 ABOpP, cNpocHaa, rae 6blaa oHa. Jleaenbka
KaK-TO HEUasiHHO, HEBOJIbHO OTBeYaJa, 4YTO XO[AHJa 3a KapaH-
4alIoM, KOTOpbifi ocraBHsa BYepa B caay. E#fl crano rak
ropbKo, TaK CTbIJHO MOCJ€ CBOHX CJIOB, 4TO OHA YyTb He
3anJakaJja poporod. PackanBancb, oHa, KOHEUYHO, He MOrJa
HHYEro TMpPHNOMHHTb H3 TOro, 4TO ObLIO HYXHO AJ4
3K3aMeHOB; OHa 3acTaJja elle HeMeUKHH; el MPHLJIOCh CKa-
3aTb KakHe-TO CTHXH, KOTOPblX OHAa HHKOrla He MOHHMaJja,
a 3aTBepAHsia BAOJAOAILKY; €1Ba NPHAs, €1Ba CeB HA MeCTo,
He OMNOMHsCb, OHa Mmepenyrajna pHPMbl — €IHHCTBEHHOE,
YyeM PYKOBOAHMJACH, 4 3aTeM H BCe nepenyrana. YuHTeNb-
HeMel IOLWYTHJ O4eHb OCTPOYMHO, HO 3Ta HOBas Heyaaua
ewe Oosee c6buna Jlenenbky. Hemua cmennn ¢paunuys,
¢dpaHUy3a — yuHTe/Jb HCTOPHH, Y>KACHO CKOPO OJAHH 3a ApY-
rHM; ¢paHUy3 NPOAHKTOBAJ Ha [10CKe TaKOH MNpHMep H3
Kakorpacuu o particip passé, KoTopbiii U caM 3aTpyaHAJCS
PEeLINTb, H NOTOMY TOJNBKO Bbiles H3 ce6sl. YuHTelb HCTOPHH
CTa/Jl ClpalHBaTh O KaKHX-TO BOHHAx. 3a MHHYTy nepea
3THM, [OKa MepeMeHsINCh 3K3aMmeHaTopbl, JleseHbka mno-
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cmotpena B «PoMeo», 6yaTo cnpaBasisich ¢ y4eGHOH KHHXK-
KOH, H Haluja TaM, NMOUTH Ha NepBOH CTpaHHLe, O HeJenocTH
H rpexe KpoBonpoauTHa. Pagom noapyra, OnenbKa bensieBa,
oTBeya/ja Ha BONpPOC H Ha3blBaJa BeJHKHX Jloaed.

«KakHe 3T0 BesHKHe JIOAH? — 3J04eH»,— pelinaa Jle-
JieHbKa, Bepst TeTpaake BeperuubiHa, aAymast o BepeTHubiHe,
o ero cmexe. Bapyr nomsanyau Jlynosuka Bceenw6esHeiiuiero,
Jlenenbka He BblaepikaJja 6oJbliie H 3acMesijach rpomko. Ha
Hee «Hallies] CTHX» CMeSITbCH; 3TOT «CTHX», BCJel 3a HHM Bbl-
roBop, Bonpoc ef caMmod, a 3aTem ynpsmoe, XKapkoe, BAPYT
npocHyBlieecst y6ex/1eHHe, UTO 370 BCE B310P, UTO 3TO HH HA
UTO He HYXKHO — BCe MepeBepHYJO eH, H MBICAH H cepile:
OHa Hayaja oTBe4yaTb cOHBasicb; Ha 3aMe4yaHHe yYyHTeJst BO3-
pa3u.ja, 4To c6HTbCS HEMYAPEHO, KOrla B KHHIe TaK HesiCHO;
a Koraa el ckasaJjii, 4yto6 OHa He paccyxjaja, a TOBOpHJa,
4TO BblyuHJa,— CKa3saJja, yBJeKasich, OU€Hb CMeJO, YTO 3TOro
H YUHTb He CTOMT, pa3Be Aaas TOro, uto6 nepe3abbiTbh
Jla BblyYHTb BHOBb B KaKHX-HHOYAb ADYTHX KHHrax... Yuu-
TeJb Obl1 MOpPaXKeH: OH Npenojasasj ABaaUaTh NATb JeT H
JIOCJYXKHBAJICSA A0 MEHCHOHA, a HHYEro TaKOro C HHM elle
He cJyqaJoch.

ATOT CcKaHAaJ 3aKJJIOUMS 3K3aMeH B naHcHoHe. Heuero
H TOBOPHTb, 4TO MajeMyasenab bessieBa nepeiusa B CTApLIHH
Kjacc ¢ Harpano#, a Jlenenbka 6blia ocTas/leHa B MeHbLUHX
H M3 NATOH nonaJja B NATHaJLAThIE.

— 3a nep3ocTb Bac 6bl HCKJIOUHTD CJ€10BaJjJ0,— CKa3aJja
eH HauyaJibHHLA.

OHa He Hck/IOUH/IA ee, OJHAKO, MOTOMY YTO JIHILIHAS Yy4ye-
HHLA Bce-TakHM pacueT. JleleHbka cMmoTpeaa B Tya3a noj-
pyram, aymas HalTH yyacTHe, HO MOAPYTH CTOPOHHJHCb, He
CTOJIBKO 3aHfATblie CBOHM J€J10M, CKOJbKO — 60T HX 3HAeT H3
Kakoro uyBcTBa. [1poTtHs JleneHbKu 6blI0 BCe HAYyaabCTBO —
KakK e MATH NpOTHB HadaJbcTBa? Heyaaua JlenieHbkH Oblia
HEOXKHAaHHAa; HEBO3MOXHO, UTO6 OHa B CaMOM jeJie nepe-
3abblya, He 3HaJsa, HOo KTo ee 3HaeT? OHa cka3saJja 4TO-TO
6yaTO NoOXoXKee HA A€o, HO YTO — KOMY 3a HALOGHOCTb A0
3TOro nena? [las yero ke elle OTAAOT B NMAHCHOH W yuar,
KaK He AJf TOro, uTo6 KOHYHTb KYpPC H MOJYYHTb Harpany?

Jlenewbka ywaa nomoit. Yepes aBa aHs 6bl akT, H ee
POAHTEJNH y3HAJIM, KaKylo WITYKY OHAa MM npurotoBuaa. Eit
NPHILJIOCL H TMONJaKaTb: MaMeHbKa nNpHOuaa ee, H He
OJlHH pas3.

© 9TH kaTacTpodbl, LIyM B J0Me H NMOTOM MOMYaHHE MO
ueabiM AHSIM, Cpedb TEeCHOTH, MHOXeCTBA AeTel, HenpHbopa
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caenand ¢ JleaeHbko# TO, UTO OHAa TOYHO ortyneaa. Hanna-
KaBLIHCb, OHA BADPYT nepectajla — He TO OT PaBHOAYLIHA, HE
TO OT OTYASIHHOCTH; OHA 3aMeTHJa, uTo ¢ Hed obpallanuch
XyXe, KOTJa OHa MNJjakaja, HO ee cJje3bl MPOLUJH BJPYT,
6€3 BCAKOro pacuyeTa; HalMpOTHB, OHA MOJAyMaJa, 4YTo XOTb 6bl
H Jerye el ObLJIO OT 3TOro, HO OHa cJe3bl He BLIPOHHT. MaTth
cobpasa ueabld y3ea cTapblx AETCKMX 4YJOK H pybauiex
H 6pocHaa ux JleneHbKe: 3aCTaBHJia ee YUHHHTb; KpOMe TOTO,
ed 3anaBaJsiu YpokH B nsabuax. JlesmeHnka paforana ot 3a-
YTPeHH [0 TeMHOTH!, BCTaBas TOJbKO A8 obena, HO 3TO A0-
CTaBaJOCh €H TaK THAMXEJO, UTO OHAa OXOTHO He mnouJja 6bl
obenatb, TeM 6oJee 4YTO HHuYero He esa. MuHyTamH, npen
BeyepoM OCOOGEHHO, KOrja BeTep 3aJieTaJs] B OKHO H LIeJIeCTHJ
no nfAJbuaM, OHa MNpPHNOAHMMAJAa TrOJOBY, OrJAAbIBASACH;
4TO-TO 6YATO XKIJO eH ria3a, H MesabKaJja MbiCib YHTH Kyaa-
HU6yab. OHa 6blna uenblid g1€Hb HA rJasax y oTua, y MaTepH,
y AeTe#, cnasaa B OJHOH KOMHaTe ¢ AeTbMH!' He O6blJO CBO-
601HOH MHHYTBl MNOCHAETb CMNOKOHHO H TMOAyMaTh, jaxe
HOYbIO, HO HOUbIO H HEKOTJa: OHA 3achillana CKOpPO H KpelKo.
Pa3 ¢ Beuepa oHa B3aymasa 6Gbl10 NMOMJAKATh B MOCTENH —
JleTH He 1aJi, NpUCcTaJu, Apa3Huad. MM cHauana npHKasaHo
6bl10 1pa3HHTb €e H He CJAyWaTbCsA; MNOTOM 3TO MPOAOJXKA-
Jocb 6e3 npHkasaHuii. JleseHbKe OAHH pa3, Tak, BHe3allHo,
Bowsio B ronoBy: «Ecau s Bapyr ¢ yma coiiay?»

Ona He npuayMbiBaJja jajblue HH noapo6HOCTeH, HH
NPHKJAIOYeHHH — BbIAYMKH, KAKHMH YCNOKOHBaeTCsl nevyajb H
MOYTH TMPHATHO pa3jpa)kaloTcs HepBbl. B Helt ObL10 uTO-TO
MOCHJIbHEE BCeX 3THX BblAYMOK. MaTb ckasaja el oQHH pas:

— UYTo TH HHKOMY B rja3a NpfAMO He CMOTpPHILUb?

JleneHbka B3rJsiHyJla Ha Hee M OTBepHyJach: ed cTaJjo
Kak-To ctpawHo. OHa cka3asa cefe, UTO 3TO rpex ee MYyUHT.
E#& xorenoch ymepers...

Jto npopoaxanoch ¢ Hegeato. [lenares CemenoBHa 3a-
J1a HaMHMTbCA 4alo W 3acTaJja, Kak BCeraa, MaMeHbKY y Of-
HOro okHa, JleneHbKy y apyroro.

— PykoaenbHnua GapblluHA! — 3aMeTHsa OHa JacKo-
Bo.— Jla uTo e 3TO Bbl, MaTyliKa, Bce ee 3a paboroi
pepxHTe? [leHb ceroiHsl BOCKDECHBIH; XOTb Obl Ha MY3blKY,
TaK-ToO...

— He B ueM el pa3sryanBatbh HATH,— BO3pa3u/ia MaMeHb-
Ka,— Haps/0B He HalUWJH.

— Uro xe Tak?

— He 3acayxuaa. 3to BOT ee caMu cnpocHTe, 6eccThil-
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HHLY, Kak MHe NpH BCeX ee MajaMa XBaJuja, YTO HeT ee
Xyxe, 6e3rpamMoTHas...

— Bbr ux oueHb He KOH¢Yy3bTe,— nMpepBaJja rocTbs, Mo-
riiaauB JlesleHbKYy Mo roJioBKe,— [OYKa y Bac MHUJas, XOpo-
was. Hy, urto, rpex na 6Geana Ha Koro He xuser? Ha uro
OHH, HayKH-TO, MaTb MOsi? XyXe JH Mbl 6€3 HHX C BaMu?
A npaBo, 6bl1 6ol gocratok! BoT Bbl HX NMOMaJeHbKY K XO-
3AHCTBY npHyuvaiiTe, Bbl Ha TO MacTepula, Ja TaM UYTO HAILO
MY3biKH... Bbl, KpacaBuila, ymMeeTe UTO MY3blKM CbirpaTb?
Baabc TaM WM NMOJbBKY KaKylo?

JlesenbKa MosuaJga; eil Bce eule KasaJgocb, yto [lesares
CeMeHOBHA BOAHT PYKOH MO ee BOJOCAM.

— Hau kaapuab, uto au?

— 513bik-TO ecTb y Te6Gs oOTBeuaTb? -— BCKpHUa/la Ma-
MeHbKa.— YMeelllb, 4TO JIH?

— ¥YwMmew,— oTBeyasa JleqeHbka.

— CoBpH ellle, Kak Toraa! — npoaoJsxkaJja MaMeHbka.—
BoT Kak no nena no#get, Tl ONSATb HH THJb-THJb, BCE PABHO
KaK Ha 3K3aMeHe.

— Her, 370 Bbl yX, KpacaBuua, NOy4HTe,— BCTYMHJIACH
JIaCKOBO roCTbsl,— 6€3 3TOro y> HHKakK Henb3s... Jla uTo Bbl
3apykoaenbHHuaaucb? [lpaBo, MaMeHbKa, MHJadA, Bbl OT-
MYCTHTE HX XOTb B CBOH cajl pasryjsTbCcsi, @ Mbi TYT C
BaMH... Yy MeHs K BaM JeJblle...

— Hy, nowna! — ckasana MaMeHbKa.

JleneHbka BcTaJsa, ybpaJa najblbl H BblLLA; Y HEe KaK-TO
noAru6ajHch KoJleHH: OHa HeCKOJbKO AHEH He aenana W ABa-
ALUATH L1aroB N0 KOMHAaTaM.

— Kakoe ke aenbue? — CrnpocHJa MaMeHbKa.

— [Ja Bce o XeHHXe, pOAHAA MOSl,— OTBeYasna rocTbAl...

K Jlenenbke uepes [lenareio CeMeHOBHY cBaTaJICs XKEHHX,
4HHOBHHK PapdopoBs, TOT caMblil ppaHT NpH uacax, NpHATENb
coiHoBeil [lenaren CeMeHOBHbI, KOTOPbIH MPHXOAHJ CMOTpETb
JleneHbKy 3a ob6enHelt ¥ nOTOM Obll TaK «BeXJHB» C na-
NeHbKOH. PpaHT QoJKeH Obll MOJYUHTb 3THM TOAOM YHH:
cTaJjo 6biTb, nopa O6blJI0 AYMaTb H O XeHe. JleseHbKe 3THM
rOAOM HCIOJIHHUTCHA LeCTHAALaTb: cTano OblTb, nopa ee MpH-
CTPOHTb. PpaHT OAHH CbIH Y MaTepH; MaTb — CTapyxa 3Ji0-
as, Aa 3aTo XBopasi, H leHbrH ecTb;, AneHe BacuabesHe,
MOXET, UTO MOXaJyeT KpecTHas MaMeHbKa, TeTylka AJeHa
FaBpusoBHa, Tak BoT M csaaBa Gory! A ow ee KpacoToi
npeabctHiacs. «ToabKO MHe,— IFOBOPHT,— C MY3biKoH Ha-
106HO; 6e3 3TOro yX HHKaK Heab3fi». Kak 4HH MOMyuHT,
TakK H 6J1aroc/IOBHTD.
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E#i, MmosnoneHbko#, secTHo 6yner 3a Takoro Kpacasua
BbIHTH,— 3aKJIOUHJIa TOCTbS,— @ Bbl TOJIbKO K cecTpuue AJe-
He 'aBpuaoBHe B [leTep6ypr OTNHIUIHTE HacueT HarpaKAeHHs,
Ja NpHAaHoro...

MameHbKka cTasa cuHTaTb BMecCTe C TOCTbeH, CKONbKO H
4ero HMeHHO HYXKHO AJs npuiaaHoro. )KeHHX, KpoMe MY3blKH,
NPOCHJ LIECTb LIEJKOBbIX MJaTbeB; MAaMEHbKa MOUYTH COrJa-
uiajsacb Ha 4eTbipe...

1X

HetH no cayyato BocKpecHoro AHsi GblH BCe OTNYLUEHbl B
Jyra ¢ ApyrHMH COCelHHMH 1eTbMH; JleseHbKa 6blla 04Ha B
csoeM cany. OHa Kak-TO y»XX He pajoBaJjacb H cBoboje:
O4yeHb JIH OHA 3aCHAes]acCb H yCcTaJja, HJIH ee cepalle, KaK Bce
Kpernkoe H CHIbHO H3MATOE, HE MOIJO Pa3oM pacnpaBHTbCA.
JleneHbka wWJja THXO H TOJNbKO CTapasach B3JOXHYTb MO-
cHabHee. Eff He MPHWJ/O HA MbIC]b, MO OObIKHOBEHHIO, YTO
«[lenares CemeHOBHAa HeCHOCHasi, H 0OXOTa MaMeHbKe ¢
Helo!» — HAMNpOTHB, el MOKa3aJoCh, UTO «MYCTb OHH cebe, HM
xopowo BMecTe». OQHY MHHYTY el camoii 3axoTenoch, 4Tob
¢ Hell 6bl1a KoTOpas-HHOYAb H3 MOAPYr... HO KOTOpas »e?
K Hell He xoausna HH oaHa moapyra. YIm Becesno tenepb, Mo-
XKeT ObiTb; MOXKeT ObiTb, HAYT I'YJATb; BOT B TOPOJACKOM Cany
HauHHaercs My3bika... M uTo x, 370 BcAKHI neHb Tak GyneT?..

Ef 3axorenoch 6pOCHTBCSl HA TPaBy H Ham/JaKaTbCs, OHA
ylaeprKanacb, Kak-TO HeBOJbHO B3TJSAHYB Ha COCeIHHH caf.
BepeTHubiH cToAn, 06/MOKOTACL HA MJETEHb.

OH naBHO CTOAN TaM, ellte 10 NPHX0oAa JleNeHbKH, MOL0HAA
H O06JIOKOTAICb MAWHHAJbHO, MO NpPHBbIYKE. ¥ Hero Ha Ayuie
6bi710 TsXKejlee 06bIKHOBEHHOrO, KakK C/ydyaeTcsi, KOraa 4eno-
BeK JacT cebe pa3fyMaTbCA H PACNYCTHTb HepBbl Ha BOJIO.
B nanexkoit My3blke 6bl10 YTO-TO TOMslLee, pa3apakaiollee,
HO MY3blKa YCIIOKOHBAeT TOJIbKO HJIH 3rOHCTa, HJH pe6eHKa
XOTA Obt 3TOT pe6GeHOK Obl AAaBHO B3POCJbIH...

BepeTHubiH He cablwiag fake wopoxa naatba JleqeHbKH
H 3aMeTHJ ee, KOTrjla OHa ero 3aMeTHJa.

Yro Bac AaBHO He BHAHO? — CMPOCHJ OH H NMPOTAHYA
eH DYKY.

Jlenenbka pana cBowo, 6e3 yaHBJAeHHs, 6e3 BCAKOro 4yB-
CTBA; €H TOJIBKO CTaJ/0 XOJIOAHO.

— Hexorpa 6b110,— oTBeyana oHa.

Ha!.. Hy uto, Kak pena?
KoHueHbl.
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— Tloaapasasio.

— He ¢ ueM: 51 ocrasacb B MaJieHbKHX H MNOCJeLHAA.

BepeTHublH nokayaa rosoBo#.

— Bmbi 310 HapouHo caenanu?

— Her, cama He 3Haw... [la, nouTH HapoOuHO.

— Jlas yero x?

— Bbl 3Haerte... Uto 06 3TOM TO/NKOBaTh! CKyuHO. Bl
Jydlle BCex, Jyullle MeHs 3HaeTe.

— $1-to, JleneHbka?

— Hy na. Beab Bbl e roBopHad... HTo Bbl TYT rOBOpH-
JIH — BCIIOMHHTe.

— Tlomuayiite! Ho uto 6 s HH rOBOpPHJ, i MOT H OLIH-
OHTbCA, MOT H LIYTHTb...

— Bbl He wyTHaH; 51 Bceraa Bac cnpatiuBana, WyTHTe JH
Bbi? Bbl TOBOPHJIH: HeT. A UTO Bbl FTOBOPHJH NPaBAY... 3TO yX
A 3Hato. Bce npaBay, 060 Bcem, 060 Bcex npasay!..

— Hanpumep?

OHa cMyTHaach. Mblcab 06 oTLe M MaTepH 3aCTaBHJA ee
CXaTb ryObl, y1ep»XXHBaTb H CJ0Ba H cJje3bl. BepeTHubiH no-
CMOTpE&J €H B JIHUO H MOBTOPHJ, YJAblOafACh:

— Hanpumep, Kakylo  npaBay i TOBODHJ?

— XOoTb Ty, UYTO TODAHTbCS, BLICTABJIATLCA HaMokas
LypHO.

— 4, JleneHbka, He TOBOpHJ 3TOrO.

— §l Tak moHsna,— orBeyasa OHa O4YeHb TBEDPAO,— Sl TAK
H cienaJa.

— Bam 3a 310 6saromapeH KTo-HHOYAb? — CINPOCHJ
OH,— noxsaJjuau Bac? [loapyrd, AJNA KOTOPBIX Bbl NMPHHEC-
JH Takyl KepTBy, OpOcCHAHCb BaM Ha weiw?.. Yro?
HHKTO?

— KoHeyHo, HHKTO,— OTBeyasa oHa, 4eM-TO OOHAACH,—
HO A XOpollo cienana.

— Bbl pomanunueckas ronoBa, Jlenenbka. [logaite mue
ekcnupa Ha3aa. Bul HauuTaetech — ewle xyxe Oyaer.

— UYro x 6yner xyxe? — CNpocHJa OHa, CTapascb paso-
6patb, WyTHT a1 OH.— O, na Bbl cMeeTechb!

— Cwmeloch, Hax BaMH. CaMH paccyauTe: BallH naneHbka
¢ MaMeHbKOH JOJXHbl OblTb CepAHTHl He NpHBeAH OOr Kak;
NOAPYTH Haj BaMH CMeEIOTCS; Bbl He 3HaeTe, 4TO JeJaTb;
CKYYHO BaM [0 CMepTH, a Bbl TBepiaHTe: «JI xopowo cie-
Jana». YnpsiMmdua Bbl — BOT 4TO!

— Ilo6paunuTe eme! — ckazana oHa, B3NAHYB €My B
raasa.

BepeTHublH yabiGHYJCA HaA ee B3MIAA H ONATb MOAada el
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DYKY; OHa 3axBaThJia ee B oGe. BepeTHLbIH B35 CBOIO DYKY
Ha3al.

— Kak xe Bbl MNpoxHBeTe Ha cBeTe? — CMPOCHI OH.

— Kak-Hubyab.

— Kak-Hu6yab Henb3sl. CaHTHMEHTA/JbHHUATb, BOJbHH-
yaTb — IOCJNEACTBHA HeBecesble, 1a H HeNpHJHUHbIE.

— Kak 3T0? uTO 3TO — HenpHJH4YHble?

— Bot uTo. BBl noHWMmaere, 4TO JIOASIM HALO KakK-HH-
6yAb YXHBaTbCA APYr C APYroM; OHH BCe Ha pa3Hbifi Jan
COTBOpEHbl, H MOTOMY MNDHAYMaHbl 3aKOHbI, NMpPaBHJA, NpH-
JHYHA, 4TOO CKJIeHTbCsl Mexay co6010. Kak B TaKOM H TakoM
cJlyyae noctynaet OJHH, TaK HelpeMeHHO AOJIKHBI 0CTYyNaTb
JpYyrye: HHaye BCAAKHil MOTAHeT B CBOIO CTOPOHY. UTto XK 3TO
BuiitfleT? He noHpaBusach Hayka — aasait apyryio! He no-
HpaBHJIOCh Y ManeHbKH ¢ MaMeHbKOH — fnaBad Gexatb! Xo-
powo, ciaBa Gory, YTo TaKHX OXOTHHKOB elle HeMHOro, a
KOTOpble BbICKAKHBAIOT, Ha TeX eCcTb ynpaBa. JTO BOJIbHH-
yaHbe — 6ecnopsaoK. byabTe A10BO/IBHBI TeM, YTO BaM JaloT.
A caHTHMeHTaabHOCTL? 3aueMm ceGe HaGuBaTb TOJNOBY, UTO
JOJIXKHO JIIOGUTb MOAPYr KaKHX-HHOYb, HE BbICTABJAATLCA Me-
pei HMHMH M npouee? Beab noapyru Ans Bac 3TOro He cue-
JawT?

— Hy tak uto %? — npepBasia oHa.

— Onsarte! — Bo3pa3ua oH.— Jla He rOAUTCA, MHJIAsl MOS
Jlenenbka! [locne 3Toro, Bbl ¢cBOe L06PO KOMY CAYUHTCH YCTY-
rute, JIO6GUMOro 4YesoBeKa YCTYNWTe — M BaM HHKTO cna-
cH60 He ckaxert!..

OH 3acMessicsi, TOTOMY YTO OHA 3acMesiylach BeCeso, HO He
TJAAA HAa Hero W KpacHes.

— Uro x BBl 6yaere genatb? — npojoJKana BepeTHLbH.

— Korpa?

— Hy BOT x0Tb cKOpO, 3THMH AHAMH. B nancHoH GoJbLie
He noupere?

— He noiiny; MeHs coBceM BO3bMYT.

— Buaure! Uto X cuiaeTb 3a nsabuamu... I'octy y Bac
6biBalOT?

— bDbobiBaloT... ApAHb Kakas-To.

— Jlenenbka! 3710 yTO 3a ropaoctb? Kak Bbl cmeeTe Ha-
3bIBaTb HX ApAHbIO? Bauwl naneHbka ¢ MaMeHbKOH HX JI06AT,
Bbl CTapliast A0Yb, Bbl JOJXKHbl HX [PHHHMATb, 3aHHUMaTb.

JleneHbka onycTHJa rosioBy.

— §1 He wyuy,— npoaosxan BepeTuHubiH,— rocti He no
Bac; MoxeT ObiTb, H 3aHATHA B AOMe He no Bac? Yero X
Bbl XOTHTE?
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— Huuero He xouy,— nporoBopusaa oHa Thxo.— Caena#-
Te MHJOCTb, He cMeHTecb Hajlo MHOH.

— Tyt He po cmexa,— oTBeyaJ, xoxoua, BepeTHublH,—
JeBHLA AOMKHA ObiTb CKPOMHA, TPYLONIO6HBA, TOYTHTEbHA K
pPOJAHTENSIM, BCEM JOBOJbHA, K XO3AWUCTBY pauydTesbHa, C MO-
CTOPOHHHMH J100e3Ha — a Bbl 4TO?

— He 3Haw... 51, 10omxHO 6GbiTb, nponauiasi! — oreBeuana
OHa.

— Hy, He nponanere! — ckasaa oH, elile cMesiCb, HO Jlac-
KoBo.— [la Bbl He naauybre, JleseHbKa.

— 51 HHUKOrLa 3TOH TAYNOCTH He Aenalo.

— CaepoBano 6bl HHOTAA, O Ball¥WX APYTHX TJAYHOCTHX.

— Bac He pa3bepewn! — BO3pa3Hsa OHa, ONATb B3IJf-
HYB Ha Hero, H 3amoJyaJa.

BeperuublH ToO)e 3amonuyas, NOAHAB TOJOBY i [pH-
CJAYWHBAACh K MY3blKe.

— Bbl Bcerpa 6ynerte 3aechb KHTb? — cnpocuaa Jle-
JleHbKa.
~ OH orasHyJcs.

— UYro?

— Hert... 5 cnpocuna... Bel uTo nenaete Becb AeHb?

— Cayxy oTeyecTBY.

— Bam He ckyuHO?

— Kak moxHo!

— ¥ Bac ecTb 3HaKOMble?

— Bot st 3HakoM ¢ BaMH.

Ouna B3goxHysna. BepeTuubiH 6bl1 paccesstH W caywad.

— 51 ewe He npouna Bawy KHHXKKY.-Koraga npouty,
AajuTe ApYryio?

— Yro?.. [la, noxanyi.

— 51 6yny nepeyyHBaTbcs,— cKa3daja OHa pOOGKO.

BepeTuublH cMOTpes BAAJb; OH CJbILLIA H HE CJblllaJt, 4TO
ropopHusa JleseHbka, ee nocsegHue BOMPOCbl, 3BYKH H31aJH;
BeTEP BJAXHbIH, JACKAIOUIHHA, KaKOH OH ObiBaeT 1o Beyepam,
nepeBepHy.s eMy ayiiy. B cBet/ible Beuepa GhiBaloT ocobeHHbie
MHHYTHl, B KOTOpPbl€ CHJIbHEe BCMOMHHAETCS HaNnpacHbId J€Hb,
a 3a HMM, JaJblue, ApPYyrde HanpacHble AHH, HampacHble
XKeJaHHsa, BCe, yeMy HM3MYuYeHHOe cepile, KaK AO0ropaiolias
3apsi HeKOHUeHOH paboTe, rOBOPHT — MNO3AHO!

— 51 Bce nepeyuy cbl3HOBa, Kak Bbl,— ropopuaa Jle-
JIeHbKa.

— [loxBanbHoe HamepeHue! — oTBeuan BepeTuubiH, He
obpaiuascb K Hei.— Baw naneHbka ¢ MaMeHbKo# 6ynyT 3a
YTO-HMOY1b B3AOPHTb, 4 Bbl MOKY1a CHAMTE, pPa3MbllIsiiTe O
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HOBbIX OTKPBITHIX B ACTPOHOMHH — OUY€Hb [MOJe3Hoe pas-
BJleyeHHe H OYeHb CIIOKOHHO: HHKTO BaM He nomewaer. I'octu
NPHAYT; OHH BaM HauHyT: «CJblliaJH Bbl, IbAKOH Ha AbAUKa
npocb6y noaan?» Maun: «Ax, cynapbiss, y Bac rnasa npesecr-
Hble!» — a Bbl HM caMblii cBeXxeHbKH Bonpocew: «Kakoro Bbl
muenusi o coup d’Etat ' npesunenta Bouanapre?..» 3710 Tak
NPHATHO, TaK KCTaTH. $ Bam cosetyio.

— Bbl HHYEro He rOBOpPHTE TOJKOM.

— Kak xe ewe? M BaM camum 6yaeT TakK Jerko ¢
JI0AbMH, KOTOpbie TaK Xopowo 6yAyT NOHHMaTb Bac; CepAaly
oTpaaHo. Bbl, no Bawemy obblualo, Becb MHp 3abyneTe ¢
KHHXKOH,— obepHeTeCb, a 3TOT MHD Nepea BaMH — Heue-
CaHoe uyaHlle, H Bbl BHAMTE, YTO MOXHO 3a6biTb €ro ¢
KHHXKKOM, 18 CNPATATbLCA-TO OT HEro B KHHXKKY Hejb3s... Co-
BeTylo BaM: yuutecb. Ewle cymacwealel Bac He Ha3blBaJH?

— Ha uto kK MHe genatb? — cnpocuaa JleaeHbka.

— IlpaBo, He 3Halo, JleneHbKa,— OTBeYasJ OH THXO.

— Bawm, BepHO, CaMOMY OUYeHb CKYUHO? CKaxHTe NpaBiy.

— UYTto mHe aenaerci? C MeHS IK3aMCHOB He CNpAalUH-

— TloaHote Bce wyTHTb. Bbl Kak xuBere?

— Kak BuauTe.

— 370 BCe He TO! — BO3pa3H/ia OHA HeTepMneJHBO.

— Hy, He 3Halo, 4TO BaM ewe Hano,~— OTBeYaJ ] OH.
- Ouu o6a 3amonuand. Bepernubin 3anymaJcs, JleneHbka
He OTXOJ1HJa.

— UYro K, Bbl NPOCHJAH NPOLIEHHS y ManeHbKH ¢ Ma-
MEeHbKOH? — CNPOCHJ OH, OrJIAHYBLIHCb H MOTOMY BCNOMHHB
0 HeH.

— 3auem?

— Tak, nonpo6yiTte. BoT Bac npocTAT, NoBeCe/ AT, ryJsTh
NOBEAYT.

— 3necb Jayulie,— OTBeuasia OHa.

BepeTHubIH He cKa3asa HH CJ0Ba; OH He AyMaa O HeH.
B ero caay cTykHysna KaJHTKa, H NO [JOPOXKKe paszaajcs
IIVM TMOXOAKH OCOGEHHO H3AULHOH, NPOH3BOAHMOH TOJIbKO
H351LHOH 06yBbio. BepeTHUbIH OFVIAHYJACS.

— H6paes, 3apaBcTBYH! — cKa3as OH H nowesJ K HeMy
HaBcTpeuy.

H6paes kasza/cAa B3BO.JIHOBAH.

— §l Ha MuHYyTY, eay B kAy6,— Hauas OH, eBa OHH CO-
LJIHCh H MO310POBAJIHCD.

' rocyaapcTBenublit nepeBopoT (gdpamy.).
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— He cMelo 1 3agepxuBaTh,— oTBeuas BepeTHLUbIH.

— BepetuublH, Takde Beuld He Aesatorcs!

— Kakue Bewn?

— Bbl npocuanch B oTIycK?

— Ilpocuacs.

— Ilouemy?

— Hanoeno ry6epHckoe npaBseHHe, H TpyAb GOJHT.

— To ectb XMeneBckHe yexajH B JepeBHIO.

— H s xouy K HHUM cbe3guTb. ITO 10 Bac He Kaca-
eTcsl.

— Ho Bbnl MouM HMeHeM npocHTechb y Balllero HauyaJb-
HHKa?

— C uero Bbl B3siaH? M He BooGpaxauJ.

— Bul cchitaeTech Ha MOe MOKPOBHTENbCTBO; 51 3HAalO Bac,
HO si BaM He MPOTeXHPYIO...

— IlocMoTpen 6bl 51, Kak bl Bbl B3AyMaJH MHe NPOTEXH-
poBaTb,— OTBeuaJ OuYeHb THXO BepeTHUbIH,— f Ha Bac He
cchlsadncs.

— Baw crapwnii coBeTHHK rOBOPHT MHe: «$l oTmyckalo
BeperHubiHa Ha cBOH cTpax, NOTOMY TOJBKO, UTO Bbl C HHM
NPHATEJNbCKH 3HAKOMBI...»

— YcnokoliTecb; i He XBaJIMJCA BalUHM 3HAKOMCTBOM.

— H3 Toro, uto s 6biBas y Bac, pHCKYSt KOMIIPOMETHPO-
BaTbCA...

— Bot T0-TO,— npepsan BepeTuubiH,— s Bac npe-
AynpexKjaaJj, 4YTO 3TO BaM He310poBO. TakK MNOTPyAHTECH
6oJbllIe He KOMIPOMETHPOBATLCA.

OH nokasaJ Ha KaJIUTKY.

— Uro x 310?..— Hauaa H6paes.

— Jla Huuero; A nucapb NoA NPHCMOTPOM TMOJHLUHH:
€O MHO CCODHTbCA He CTOHT. Bbl MoXkeTe n0Ka3aTb, 4TO Bbl
MHe He nporexupyete. [lozaboTbrech, u4TOO He MNYCTHJH
MEHS1 B OTNYCK, UTO6 MocJaJi Kyaa-HHOyab nonpoxJajHee...
YxomH, a tebe ckaszaa!

Ho6paes ywen, uto6 He naTb eMy pa3roBOPHTbCS TpOMUe.
BepeTHubiH BOpOTHACA K cKaMeHKe NOA XMeJeM H NMpoCHael
TaM 10 TEMHOTHL...

X

Bausinne [lenaren CeMeHOBHbI Ha MaMEHbKY 0Ka3aJocb
6narogerenbHo Ans JleneHbkd. JleneHbke naBaJH OTAbIX;
€e He caxKasH 3a NOUHHKY pybaluek, ed He 3afgaBaJju 6ogablue
ypoOKa B msiibliax.
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— A 1o oHa y Bac coBceM 3aMopHTCcA,— 3aMeTHaa [lena-
res CeMeHOBHA MaMeHbKe.

[Totom, paccyauB, yTo eule He 6or 3HaeT Kakas Gena He
3HATb pa3HbIX HAayK K uyTo H 0e3 HHX OapblliHA — Bce-
TakKd OapbillHA, peiulaH cleaaTtb JleseHbKe WJANKY H Mo-
BecTH ee B J11I0AH. ClIYUHJIHCh HMEHHHBl KAKOT0-TO UHHOBHHKA;
MaMeHbKa 6blia TaM ¢ JleJleHbKOH, Y4aill MHJH; KPpOMEe HHX,
CTapoi yeTbl XO3sieB M JPYrod CTapoi 4eThi rocTeH, HHKOTO
6oablie He Oblio.

JKeHux HenpeMeHHO Tpe6OBaJ MY3blKH. JlejleHbKe HHUero
He FOBODHJIH O XeHHXe, HH 0 ero Tpe6oBaHuax. M3 wenranui
MaMeHbKH C MpHATe/bHHIleH, H3 TAHHCTBEHHbIX NMEeperoBOPOB
MaMeHbKH ¢ naneHbKoi JleseHbka HHUero He MorJa oTraaarb,
HeMo6oNbITHAS U HeHabaoaatenbHas oT npHpoabl. MameHb-
Ka He HanpacHO 4acTo Ha3blBa/Ja ee HCTyKaHoM. Bcneacrtsue
Tpe6OBaHHH KEeHHXa MaMeHbKa NocTapasach J0CTaTb Y OJHOH
JaMbl, nepeceqsiBiieiCsl Ha MOKOH B MOHACTbIPb, POPTENHAHO
B yeTblpe C NMOJOBHHOH OKTaBbl, C CYpAHHKOH. PopTenHaHo
6bL10 B3fITO «HAa NojepXaHHe», MOKyda, MOXeT, KOMY Mo-
HpaBHTCA H npojacrtcs. JleseHbke 6GblIO NMPHKa3aHO HrpaTh
BCAKHH JeHb H KaK MOXHO wHbue, Cobaka BCAKHIA pa3 Ha-
YHHAJaA BbiTb MOJ OKHOM, KaK HauWHala urpath Jienenbka.

JleseHbka 6bl1a paga TOMY, UTO BblAaBaJAHCb CBOOOLHbLIE
yacbl, B KOTODble MOXHO OblJO YyXOAHTb B Caj H YHTAaTh.
MawmeHbka 3awyMena 6blJ10 NPOTHB 3THX KHHXKeK, HO [lenaresn
CeMeHOBHA YCIIOKOHWJ1a ee:

— UYto K, 4TO 6apbllIHA HAaKJOHHOCTb HMeeT? MYCTb
ce6e H Mo-@PpaHILy3CKOMY...

JleneHbka M 4HTana TOJNbKO (PpaHIy3CKOe, €1HHCTBEHHOE,
uTo HMena,— «Pomeo u Hxkyaverty». Ef npuwana noranka,
H CTa/j0 CTbIAHO 3TOH AOrajakH: MOXHO He MNPATaTb KHHIY,
KOrZla HHKTO He NOHHMAaeT, YTO B HeH, U HUKTO He CMpallH-
BaeT, OTKy/Aa OHa.

«Ho uytO X TYT Xopowero?» — cnpawuBasa oHa cama
ce6s, yHTaf B NepBbli pas.

CaoBa MyapeHble, Bce Takde 3anyraHHble. JleseHbKa Bce-
MY YuHJacbh MPHJIEKHO, NO-PPaHUy3CKH O0COOeHHO, MOTOMY
YTO, Ha cuyacTbe, Obl1 MOPANOYHBIH YuyHTENb. YuHTeNb 3a-
CTaB.1f,1 MHOrO YHTaTb H MEPEBOAHTb B KJaacce TPYAHOro,
H3 xpectomaTHH, u3 lllato6puana; HO Bce-Takd JleneHbka
6bly1a HEJIOBOJILHO CHJIbHA, YTOO MOHMMATb Bce 6e3 AHKCHOHe-
pa'. Ho e#i xoTenochb MoHHMaTb — OHa OTaAbIBANACh; YEM

" caosaps (o1 ¢pany. dictionaire).
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fanbwe, TeM wWwJjo Jerde... CopepiaHHe MpeJiecTHOe, YTO
ropoputb! OAHAaKO OHO TOJBKO 33aHHTEPECOBAJIO ee, a He
NnopasuJ/io, KOraa oHa npoyJsia B NepBbIH pas: 3TOT NepBbIH pas
CTOHJ CJHWKOM 6osblworo Tpyaa. OHa He naakaja HU Hajg
CueHaMH J106BH, HH HAA mocaelHHMH. KOHUMB, oHA He paa-
AyMblBaJia, HO H3 €e MaMSATH BCTABAaJH HEOXHAAHHO, OTpbI-
BOYHO, NOAPOOHOCTH, caoBa. [1ogpoOHOCTH TPEBOXHJH, 3a-
CTaBJAJH YyJabibaTbhecsA... uapuua Mab — 4ro 3a npesecTb!
Her nu ee rae-uu6yab TyT, B TpaBe, Ha KOJECHHUE H3
CKOpJYMbl H CTPeKO3HHbIX KpblabeB!.. Houb, TeMHBbIH ckaen,
paccBeT, KaBOPDOHOK — OJHO 33 JAPYFHM TOYHO MeJbKaJgo
nepej raa3aMH...

«Po3a Bce posa, Kak HM Ha3blBali ee,— noBTOpHJIA Jle-
JIeHbKa, XOTA W He yuusaa HaH3ycTb.— Bpocb cBoe Wms, u 3a
HEro BO3bMH BCIO MeHs... Mos elHHCTBeHHAs HEHABHCTb €TaJa
MOeH elHHCTBEHHOH JI060BbIO...»

M Tak xe HeBOJbHO MOUYTH CXBATHJA OHa TeTPaaKy H
cTajsa OTbICKHBaTbh 3TH CJ10Ba, MepevyHTaJa, Bepresa CTpa-
HHLbI, ONATH NepevYHTbIBAA.

«B Bo3nyxe cyab6bl BHCHT Halo MHOH HecHacTbe...»

Ona ypoHHJa TeTpalKy Ha TpaBy, Jerna Ha Hee JHUOM H
ropbko 3annakaja — He o JlXKyJaberte, He o Pomeo, He o
cebe, XOTb Nepe] 3THM 6blJO TAMENO HA CepAle; 3TO Kak-ToO
coBceM 3a6bl10OCh, MJakaJocb OTTOro, 4To BOT 6Or 3Haer
4TO A€JIAaeTCHA Ha cBeTe, H 3TO TAK XOpPowWo, H 60r 3HaeT yeM
Xopouwo...

— Tebs, maTtylwuka, 3apsi BIOHHT, 3apsl BbHITOHHT,— CKa-
3aja MaMeHbKa, MOWMaB Ha ApYyroi aeHb JleneHbKy, Korjia
OHa, elie 10 3ayTpeHb, BCKOuWJaa M Gexasja B cal.

JleneHbKa He cTapaJacbh BHAETb H coceja: e 6bl10 He 10
Hero B 310T AeHb. Ho cocen He NpHXOAHA HH B 3TOT A€Hb, HH B
caepyloliHe ABa AHA. JIeJeHbKY 3TO CMYTHJIO H OY€Hb CTPaH-
HO 006ecnoKoH/I0, Kak OYATO 3TOr0 He CJayyajoch MNpexie.
Ho et kasajioch: HempeMeHHO HYXHO Y3HATb, YTO ¢ HHM. Kak
y3HaTb? oT Koro? Hu aywud 3HakoMmoll B fome y cocefeH, 1a
# Hurae. o 3Toit nopbl JleneHbKke He ObiJIO HYXXHO HHUbE
3HAKOMCTBO; OHO, TMOXaJyH, He HYXHO M Tenepb, JHb
6bl TOJMIBKO Y3HaTb... EH 6bIJIO HYXHO ero BHAeTb He A4
TOro, 4to6 cKasaTb €My 4TO-HHOYAb, a TakK, CMPOCHTb €ro,
4TO e aenaTb, MOTOMY UTO TaK XHTb He/b3sl, Kakas-To
Henaguua kpyrom. [Ipexne To xe 6bs0, MpaBia, HO Te-
nepb, 60T 3HaeT noyemy, Kak-To Bce 6aHxe K cepany. Jloau
XHBYT HHaye, TO ecTb JI0OAH, He To uto BOT Ilenares Ce-
MEHOBHA C CbIHOBbSIMH, JAouepH nportononuubl, OJaeHbka
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BensieBa. My»HKH Kak-TO Jy4lue XXHBYT. JlejeHbka paccnpa-
IIHBaJa CBOIO HOBYIO PaGOTHHILY; Ta NPHLIJIA K HAM NPAMO H3
JepeBHH H paccka3sblBaJja: TaM Jyuylue, TaM CBOe 1eJ0 Aena-
oT... Hy 3auem 3TOT BOpOTHHMK BblIWBaTb? MameHbke ero
HaJleTb HeKyaa, [AOMa OHa B HeleJi0 pa3 MpHYelercd —
OH CrHHeT Yy Hee B KoMone. [IponaTb ero — HHKTO He KYIHT.
KynaTt ecan —— Ha 4ToO 3TH NeHbrH? Bce ela, BCe 1pOBa, CBeY-
KH... TpyauTbcs A/ 3TOro, KOHEYHO, HAlo, la 3ayeM Xxe
BCe rOBOPHTb 06 3TOM oXHOM? Byato He o yem Goabuie?

«B camom gene um He 0 uyeMm Gosblue»,— 33KJIIOYHIE
JleeHbKa, H cepllle y Hee NMOBEPHYJOCH.

OHa 6bla 0AHa; 6bLAIO0 THXO; Yacbl CTyYa/H,— XOTb 3a-
CHYTb. Bapyr Ha 1Bope nodHAJNCA KpPHK: MaMeHbKa
rHeBaJsacb Ha JeTell: pasnaJjca naad: neTed OHJH...

— Tlocnonn! H BCAKHA NeHb Bce TO xe! — BbIrOBOpHJA
JleneHbka rpoMKo.

OHna BcKOuMsa H3-3a nsafel, nobexana K MaTepH H,
BCA B cJe3ax, BCTynHJacb 3a OpaTbeB. MameHbka G6blaa
CJAHMIIKOM paccTpoeHa W nporHana JleJeHbKy B KOMHAaTy.

— Buauwe, Kakas ymHas poanaacb! — BCKpHYa/ia Ma-
MeHbKa,— CBOMX 3aBelH, Torga ¥ yMmHuyai! Bbifiau-ka 3a-
MY, nonpo6yi Kakoso!

«Heyxenu y MeHst 6yAyT Koraa-HHOyab 0€TH? HeyXeaH
6yLy MHTb Tak )Ke?» — cnpawuBanaa ce6s JleaeHnbka, raans
TyMaHHbIMH TJ1a3aMH B y30p, NOCJ€ TOro Kak CHJbHas pyka
MaMEHbKH HarHyJ/a ee K MAJbLAM.

[TaneHbka BOPOTHJCA cNOKoHHee 06bIKHOBEHHOrO.

— @appopoBa K UYHHY NPEACTABHJIH,~— CKa3aJ OH Ma-
MeHbKe, calfCb 3a CTOJ.

— CnaBa tebe rocnoau! — BOCK/JIHKHYJ1Aa C BOCXHUIEHHEM
maMmeHbka.— Tenepb uto [lenares CeMeHOBHa CKaXer...

— Uro 6bl HH cKa3asa, Heyero npH 3Tod Ko3e 60.-
TaTb (mameHbKa yKa3aJa Ha JleqeHbky). A BOT nucaTb MHe
Hapo K cectpuue. Kyna k Held nucatb? [1e ee nucbmo?

— Ax, GaTiowkH! Kyna, B camMoM jese, K Hell mucaTb-
TO? — BCKpHYa/sa MaMeHbKa.— AJeHa, rie TeTeHbKH AJieHbl
[aBpuaoBHbl nucbMo? Batiowku! kyna ono nesanoch! Beab
3a 3epKajoM OblIO 3a/J0XEHO, ¢ CaMOH CBATOH Jexasno.
[TocTpeabl, A0MKHO ObiTb, YTALIHIH 1@ H30pBaJH, BOT Tebe
Tenepb H 3apascTByH! Kyna tenepb HanHwelb?

HetH 60XKHAHCH, YTO HE YHOCHJH H He pBaJH HHKAaKOro
nucbma. Hauyannch nouckd. MameHbka 6blla B OTYASHHH,
MeTaJjacb, K/AfJa XH3Hb CBOIO, MOAO3peBa/ja, YTO MHCbMO
KeM-HHOYAb YKpajeHO AASl KaKHX-HH6Gyab ueseii. OT roJoca
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naneHbKH APOXKaJiH NepeBoAHHbl Ha Yepaake. [laneHbka noky-
man v nowes nouyuBatb, 06bLABUB, YTOO6 NMUCbMO Oblio. llly-
MeTb OblLJI0O MOXHO, HECMOTPSA Ha COH NaleHbKH: ero HHKaKoH
IIyM He MOr MNOTPCBOXHTb. MaMeHbKa M He CTecHsJach.

— Jla Beab Bce H3-3a Tebsl TOJK, Aypa OecuyBCTBeH-
Hasi! — cka3ana ona Jlenenbke.

JleneHbka Obl1a CcOBCEM KaK NOTepsiHHAsA, A0 CJe3, H He
MOHHMaJa, NMoYeMy 3TO BCe H3-32 Hee TOJK — pa3Be MOTOMY,
uyto Terywka Auena [aBpuioBHa ed KpecTHass MarThb...

MameHbKka mnoMuanacb HCKaTb MHCbMO MO yyJjaHawm,
CYHAYK paGoTHHUBl Obla yxe obbickaH. OcraBuiMcbh 01Ha,
JleneHbKa Hauwlia [HCbMO: OHO MPOCTO 3aBajHJOCh H3-3a
3epkaJa, Kyaa Oblj10 3aTKHYTO, 33 KOMOJ, CTOSIBIWIHH MNOA
3epKaJsioM. JleseHbka Oblia paga MHHYTHOH THUIHHE M He TO-
pONHIACh 3BaTb MaMeHbKy H OOGBABUTb O Haxoake. OHa
OTKpbl1a NMUCbMO, 4TO6 Y6EeIHTbCS, TOUHO JIH 3TO, H, KCTATH,
y3HaTb, YTO BaXXHOTO B HeM, KpoMe netepOyprckoro aiapeca
teTkH. HHuero; nosapasnende ¢ cBeT/bIM Npa3fiHHKOM, YyBe-
JOMJIeHHe O 3/10pOBbe, ABA CJOBA O TOM, YTO NHCaTb Goblie
Heuero, u aapec. JlesneHbka npousa aBa pa3a... «kKako# xopo-
WeHbKUH NouyepK Yy TETYWKH, H BCe TOUKH Ha Mmectel» —
noaymaja OHa, MeX1y TeM Kak B yllax y Hee WYMCJO H
rosioBa KpyXKHaach.

[TaneHbka npuHAA nucbMo 6e3 Oco6eHHOM padoCTH H
OMATb 3aTKHYJ 3a 3epKaJio;, XOTSl 3aBTpa Obll MOUYTOBLIH
JeHb, HO MarieHbka pasaymaJ, OTJOXHJ OTBeT, Koraa 6yner
cBO6OHee, CKa3aJ MaMeHbKe, YTO6 He MPHCTaBaJlk, H yweJ B
rOCTH MHTb 4yai. MaMeHbKa HeCKOJIbKO BpeMeHH THeBaJjach
Ha TNaneHbKy, YTO OH HM O ueM He 3a60THTCA, H nobexasna
K [lenaree CemenoBHe. Jlenenbka ywaa B cal.

Ha Hee Hawen npunanok BecesoCTH; BAPYI Kak-TO 3a6bl-
JHCb BCe HEeNnpHATHOCTH; el XxoTesnochb 6eraTb, KPYXKHTbCH,
ecqH 6 Obl1O ¢ KeM, OHa Obl CMesijlacb BCAKOMY B3A0pY.
OHa noa6exasna K NJETHIO M LeJbiii yac Xjaajaa cocena;
OH He MPHXOJHJ, €ro OKHO 6blio 3amnepro.

«Uto K ¢ HHM caenasocb? — noaymana JlejseHbka.—
B roctu ywen? yexan? K HeMy MNpHXOAHJI TOrjaa rocrnoiHH
KaKOH-TO... K HeMy, MOXeT ObiTb. Jlerko ckasatb, WecTb AHeH
He BHaaaal..»

Kaaurka ckpunHysna, MaMeHbka BOPOTHJACh.

«Jla oH, MOXeT ObiTb, NPHXOAHJ, KAK MeHA He Obl10»,—
3akJjiounaa Jlenexbka, yberass JOMOH.

Ee 3Banu. Mamenbka npuuecaa ot [lenaren CeMeHOBHbI
CBEPTOK XOJICTA M CTaja KPOHTb MYXCKHe py6awkd. Onny
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H3 HHX C Beuepa OHa Bbliaja JleneHbke, NpHka3ae efl BCTaTb
nopaHblie H ULIHTb, 4TO6 He BHAaJ naneHbka. JleneHbKa
noaymaJaa, yto 310 pabota 3akKa3Hasi, H MaMeHbKa XeJjaer
CKDBITb OT ManeHbkH, yto paboTaer ANs [eHer.

«Ho nouemy xe 6bl W He paboraTb AJs1 JeHer? — Crnpo-
cHaa cebs Jlenenbka.— [Ipyrue xuByT 3THM. UTo X, uTO Na-
NneHbKa YHHOBHHK?»

Ho BMecTo 3THX coo6paxKeHHH efl MPHILJIO ApYroe: MOXHO
BCTATb YeM CBeT H YHecTH LiHTbe ¢ coboil B cal. OHa Tak H
clejasna. MaMmeHbKa 3TO BHIe/a H CKa3asa eH, 4YTO OHa YMHH-
ua. JleneHbka He mogo3peBafa, UTO LWbeT NPHIaHOe CBOEMY
XKEHHXY H MaMeHbKa MNpsiueTcsi C HUM, GOSICH FHEBA ManeHbKH
3a TO, 4TO XOJCT B3fIT B J0Jr, 3a TO, YTO NpHHAJACh, ellle
He COBCeM [OpellHB, 3a TO, YTO ManeHbKy He CMpOCHJach,—
3a MHorve npHyuHbl. Ho pabora waa naoxo. JleneHbka
BCe MPHCJAYLWHBAJach, KOHEYHO, He K LiaraM rnaneHbkH, KOTO-
pblfl HHKOr1a He HaBewlaJs CBOero cajia, a K MaJjeiueMmy uIoO-
pOXy Mo [QopoxkKe y cocena. YTpo Obi0 CJaBHOe, HIOHb-
CKOe; B MOHACTbipe OT3BOHHJAH K cpeiHell o6enHe,— 3Ha-
YHT, YK BoceMb 4acoB. Ellle HEMHOXKO, U 6yleT NO3AHO: B
MOJOBHHE [E€BATOr0 CJayXKallHe HAYT B LOJIKHOCTb; COCes
yihneT Toxe...

3a nJjeTHeM noc/blilaJHch ero ward. JleneHbKa BCKOYH-
Ja; MoJIOTHO MOoJeTeJO B TPaBy, HamepCTOK, HOXHHUbI Ouy-
THJHCb 60Or 3HaeT rie; PyKH [AeBOUYKH YLEMHJHCb 33 KOJbS,
OllHa H3 HHX Obija pacuapanaHa B KpoBb, HO AeBOYKa 3TOT0
He 4YyBCTBOBaJa.

— A! Jlenenbka! — cka3zan BeperuubiH, Korapa ee no-
KpacHeBLIee JHUYHKO BbIMVISHYJO H3-3a MJETHS.

— $1 nymana, Bbl yexaji,— ckKa3asa OHa.

— Kyna? §1 uukyna He epy.

— UYro e Bbl He npuxoauau? Beab wectb aHeH... Bl
BCce aoma Oblau?

— Bce noma; He3nopoBHTCA.

— Bbl 60sbHBI?

OHa c nepBOH CeKyHAbl 3aMeTHJa, YTO OH OJefeH, H B Ty
Ke CeKyHAy MnoaymaJga, 4TO 3TO TaK TOJbKO;, B 3Ty
CEeKYHJY OHa yX HHYero He pymaJa.

— UYro X 370 Bbi?.. UeM Bbl 6OJbHBI?

Tak. A Bbl Kak mo)KuBaeTte?

— Hhnuuero... Ho Bbi coBceM Tak H He BhixonuTe? Beab 310
Hexopouwo (ed xoresochb 3ansaakatb)... [loroma, cMoTpHTe,
Kakasi uynecHas.

— UYro x nenats! [Mpowafite, Jlenenbka!l
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— Kyna xe BbI?

— Homoii; noitay asary.

Ouna cMoTpesna emy BcJed, B caldy, BO ABOpe, yBHleJa
ero eiie OJHY MHHYTY, KOrla OH OTBODHJ OKHO CBOEH KOM-
HaTbl. OH He nokasaJjica GoJblie.

«JlonxHO ObiTb, Jer»,— cka3zaaa cebe JleneHbka.

OHa cesna noa Jauny M pblaafda, 3a4HBasiCb TOPbKHMH
caesamd. [lpuan B 3Ty MHHYTY MaMeHbKa, naneHbka — eil
6bl10 BCe paBHO; cAejlad OHH C Helo, YTO TOJbKO HM B3ayMa-
eTcst — efi 6bl10 Bce paBHo. OHa moayMaJja: He 1aThb JH
6ory kakoe-HHOyaib obeLlaHHe M, He AyMas, HalaBaJa HX
MHOXECTBO, CaMbiX HEHCNOJHHMbIX. UTOo-TO, Kaszajochb ed,
KOHYHJOCb, H BCSl KH3Hb C 3THM KOHYHJAaCb, IOTOMY 4TO A0
3THX TIOp MOXHO ObIIO BCE€ CHOCHTb: M CKYKY H OOHIbl, H
HHKOTO He OblJIO HYXHO, 4TO-TO Apyroe 6bl10, He OAHH B310P,
CNJeTHH, yyeHbe 0e3 TOJKYy.. A BOT Temnepb OH yMmpeT —
H BC€ KOHYEHO.

_ JleneHbka Tak [oJro naakasaa, 4To 3abblia W Bpems.
Ee npuwan 3Barb o6enatb. MaMeHbKa yxa)kMBaJaa 3a na-
neHbKOH, 4TOO NOAAepkKATb €ro B MHPHOM pachoJOXeHHH
Ayxa, a noToMy He obpaTH/Ja BHHMaHHMA Ha 3anJakaHHble
rna3a JlenedbkH. EnBa yierca nanenbka, SlesneHbka onatb
ywia B caa. OHa BCNOMHHJIA O CBOeM jeJe, OTbiCKasaa HOX-
HHLBl M HanepcTok M craja WHThL. E# npuwao B rososy,
4YTO, MOXeT OblTb, cOCejl NpHIeT ONATb, BeYEPOM.

Beuep npuiwen wu npowen — BeperuubntH He Obl1. Jle-
JeHbka RaBHO 6pocHaa pabotraTb H CMOTpesa Ha OrOHb
B €ro OKHe.

— UYro Tl TYT, rajok, YTo JIH, CUHTaellb? — 3aKpHuyaJaa
MaMeHbKa, BAPYr NMOABHBIUHCH C3adH Hee.

Hapa6oraHo Obi10 Mano, «6apbilIHIO» 3aCTANH Y YYKOTO
nJaeTHs... JleneHbKe qocTanoch 3a Bce. B 3akmouente, Tak Kak
CeKpeT BCE ellle COXPAHAJICH OT naneHbkKH, e Oblao NMpHKA-
3aHO YXO/JHTb UIHTb He B caj, a B JIOACKYIO, K pabOTHHLE.

Xl

[Tpowo ewe aus TpH. B BockpeceHbe JleneHbKy nosen
K obeaHe, B npuxoa. O6uiee BHMUMaHHe BCeX, ObIBIIHX B
UepKBH, o6paTHaa Ha cebs nama B npekpacHeHdiueM rpaHar-
HOM 6GapxaTHoM GypHyce H COJIOMEHHOH wWJsANKe ¢ 640HI0H
H roNyObIMH NepbsiMH: TaKHe POCKOLUHbIC TyaJseTbl ObllH pea-
KOCTbIO 151 AaJbHero npuxona. lama npuiugia no3fHo U aep-
XaJjacb MOJHO, NMOABHHYJA 3a I[JeyH BecbMa YAHBJEHHYIO
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3THM MOCTYNKOM A€BOYKY, 3aKYTA4HHYIO B KOBPOBbIH MJaTOK,
He 3HABIIYIO MOTOM, KaK MOCTOPOHHTHLCA OT 06eCMnOKOEeHHbIX
1060K nambl. [lama npucaoHHIach K pelwleTke KJIHpoca, ycTa-
BaJja, CTAHOBSICb Ha KoseHH. Ef npuHecan aBe npocBHpHI,
a B KOHUe 06e1HH LepKOBHBIH cTapocTd ¢ 60JbIUHM MOKJIOHOM
noi1a’ TpeTblo.

— 3JTOo — Ka3HaueHlwa,— cka3ajaa MameHbka [lenaree
CeMeHOBHe,— Kak 3TO OHa He B cobope?

MameHbka Gbi1a Tak 3aHHTepecoBaHa NosisleHHeM TakoH
Ba)XXHOH 0cobbl, uTO eaBa OOpaTHaach Ha [OKJAOH OHOTO
YHHOBHHKZ ®apdopoBa; UHHOBHHK OTBECH, IIOKJIOH elle
ray6:ke rocno)ke KasHaueiwe; HO 3TOT OCTAJCH YXX BOBCe
6e3 oTBeTa; nodoweJ K JleseHbKe, HO JlesleHbka TOoXe CMOT-
peaa Ha Ka3HauyeHuly.

Ka3naueiiia B 370 BpeMsl y10CTOHBAJa OTBCTA 3HAKOMYIO
lamy, Toxe B GapxaTe, KOTOpas TOXe cnpaliMBafna, Kak
3TO OHa cloJa 33jyMasa H noyeMy OHa He B coGope.

— Ono3pana,— roBopu.1a oOHa, cTapascb COXPaHHTb
4PHCTOKPATHYECKY O HETIOABHXHOCTb, OTUETrO €1Ba OTBOpAJA
pPOT H TOJbLKO cJerka noKayHBaJa roJlOBOH CBepXy BHH3,
uyTo6 NMpHAAaTb BeJHYaBOe KoJeGaHHe CBOHM MepbsAM,— BCTa-
Ja no3aHo. Buepa oueHb no3aHo Jersa; o6ecnokouaach
C Beyepa.

— Uem xe? — cnpawuBana 3HaKoOMas.

— bBpar y MeHs 6oneH,— oTBeyasa KazHaueilla HEOXOT-
HO,— H 6€3 TOro TaKoe HeyAOBOJNbCTBHE, YTO OH TYT, @ TYT eMY
eule Xyxe c1eaajoch...

— JTO KpecT Ha Bac,— 3aMeTHJa ¢ yyacTdeM Apyras
JaMma, KOTopasi XOTfi U He Obl1a 3HAaKOMa C Ka3HaueHuled,
HO He MOr.J1a YAep»XaTbCA OT HCKYLWeEeHHS MNOA0HTH K ee
KPYKKY.

Ka3HaueHuia eanBa B3I/fAHYJd Ha Hee W npouwJa.

Jlenenbka 6bl1a 61e1Ha Kak cMepThb; YHHOBHHK Papdopos
TPHIIHCbIBAJ €€ MOJUaHHe Y10BOAbCTBHIO, IOCTABJEHHOMY €ro
MPHCYTCTBHEM, H OODBACHH MaMeHbKe:

— 370 [NeHCTBHTENbHO, YTO 3TO Ha HHX Kpect. H B
O1HOM cTOJe CHXY ¢ Hx O6partueM. OHM 31ecb, 3HaeTe, HA
CaMOM JlYPHOM 3aMEUYaHHH... 3@ CTHXH CloJa MPHCJaH... CaMbli
BPELHbIH YeaoBek.

— B aome y uuX, 0QHAaKO, He CJblLUIHO,— 3aMeTHJA
MaMeHbKa,— THX, A0JXKHO ObiTb.

— Martyurka, eute 6bl He THXOMY 6biTb! — BCTyNHJACh
[Tenares CeMeHOBHa,— Ha BCeM CECTPHHOM Aa 3ATHHHOM
XKHBET.
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— Mbt noaaraau,— npogosixkan Papdopos,— oHH B
JOJIXKHOCTb He XOLAT OTTOrO, YTO PAaCCepHJHCh: B OTMYCKe
HM OTKa3aJi, a BHAHO, B CaMOM jeJie XBOpaerT.

— 3, yx Jayuwe npubpan Gul ero 6or! — npubasusa [le-
garess CeMeHOBHA.
— Pa3sBs3an 6bl HX! — 3aKJal04YHJIa MaMeHbKa.

JleneHbka nocMoTpesa Ha HHX. JloMa MaMeHbKa NOroBoO-
puia eue o6 3TOM ¢ paboTHHLEH, MOTOM C MNaleHbKOH.
JleneHbka HHUero He esia BeCb JeHb, He TOBOPHJA HH CJ0BA.
[lanenbka 3ameTua eil:

— UYro Tbl, BONYOHOK, MO YIJaM NpsAyelbcs?

[lenyio Hegmenlo, KoTopas mnpowJ/a 3a 35THMH [AHSIMH,
JleneHbKa He NOMHHJ/IA HHYErO, YTO J€1aJ0Ch KPYrOM, 4TO ef
FOBOPHJH, uTO ¢ Hell genand. OHa He 3HaJja, 4TO H cama
OHa Jesafja; o KaKoH-TO NPHBbIYKe, elBa MpeACTaB/s/lach
cBo6oaHas MHHyTa, OHa 6Gexasna B cajl, K MJAETHIO, BO3-
BpallaJsach 4yyTh billla 32 CBOIO paboTy H LWIHJIA MOJIYa, ONSATh
10 c¢BoGOAHON MHHYTH. Beuepa, Koraa naneHbka ¢ MaMeHb-
KOil YXOAHAH cO ABOpa HJiH npHxoauaa [lenares CemeHoBHa,
Jlenenbka nposoauJa Bce y niaetHs. OkHo 6bl10 enBa ocBe-
IleHO; LOJKHO ObiTb, ropes HOYHHK.

B BockpeceHbe MaMeHbKa He cOHpasach K obeaHe; Jle-
aeHbKy nocaand ¢ [lenareelt CemenoBHoii. Ee MyunJo
TaKoe HeTeplneHHe, 4TO OHa He MoOTIJa 6oJblile BbIHECTH,
y6exasa H3-NOA rjaa3 MaMeHbKH, NpHJeTe]a B caj, B3rad-
HyJa — BepeTHLbIH cHOeJ Y CBOEro OTKPbITOrO OKHA...

— Hy, yx, mHunasi,— roBopu.aa 3TiM BeuepoM Ilenares
CeMeHOBHA MaMeHbKe,— cerojiHs 3a obegHeit ero MmaTb 6blia,
JHBHJACh Ha Bawy A04Ky: «BoT, ropoput, 60roMo/IbHHLA;
HHXe Kylda B3rasHer, oGopotHtcsi. B npuaen nowasa, K
4YylLOTBOPHOMY o6Gpa3y, yX OHa MOKJOHbl KJjaJja, KJaaJja,
CMOTpEeTb XOpOoLo». 51 H TOBOPIO CTapyxe: BOT, TOBOPIO, KaKoe
COKpPOBHILLE CbIHY BalueMy Gor nocbiiaer. Ha uyto 3sowmas,
H Ta yAHBHJACD.

Ha apyro#t neHb naneHbka O6bl1 0cCOGEHHO THEBEH 3a
TO, 4TO elle He Hanhcaadn cectpuue AJseHe [aBpusoBne,
XOTSl MHcaTb COHpaAJCs OH OAHH, YTO HAKOHEL H HCIOJIHHJI.
Yrto 6bl10 B MHCbMe €ro — HHKTO He 3HaJ; OH NMOrHajg H Ma-
MeHbKY, KOr[a OHa BOLUJIA B €ro «NOKOH», rle OH 3aHHMaJacs
3THM aenoM. KoHukB, OH no3Ban JlesneHbKY.

— Tbl He6ocb, (paHUYXKEHKA, He yMeellb ABYX CTPOK
CJOXHTb. Thl Korpa-HH6yab MHcaja K KPeCcTHOH MarepH,—
a? "e nucana? Caaucb, NHWH BOT 31eckb. [lepo-To Kak cae-
AyeT BO3bMH, pyKaMmH. ITHwn!
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[TaneHbka AHKTOBAJ, H BCe NMPeAJHHHbIMH CAOBAMH, OblIO
H «b6aaroroBeHHe», W «6saroycMorpeHHe». JlejseHbke Ka3sa-
J0Cb, 4TO OHA cnucbiBaeT U3 KowaHckoro; noyemy-1o el 6bl10
BeCeJo, XOTA M MNOAYMAJOCb OAHY CEKYHAY, YTO TeTYyLIKa
npHMeT ee 3a noJoyMHylo. Koraa oHa noanucansacb NOKOPHO#H
BOCNpHEeMHOH Jouepbio H MJeMsIHHHLUEeH, nanesibka cobCT-
BEHHOPYUYHO BbIBeJ Ha 3THX CJOBax ABa KyApsiBble «ATA».

— DBaTtowka mMoii, 1a 3170 Bce He TO! — BOCKJHKHYJa Ma-
MeHbKa, CJbllUABLIAS JHKTOBKY,— Belb TYyT O HarpaxJIeHHH
HHYero Her.

— %1 nucan! nucaa, cabiwxwb? $, oteuw, cam nu-
can! — BCKpHuaJ naneHbka,— He TBoe jgeJo!

OH 6bla TaK pa3rHeBaH W pacCcTPOEH, UTO HCNOPTHJ HaA-
NHCb HA ABYX KOHBepTax, npHKa3saJ JlejeHbke HaaANHCaTb Tpe-
THi, Ha6a0aaa, 4TO6 3TO 6bLI1O CAeNaHO Y4eTKO, 6e3 oW HOOoK.
JleneHbka mnoctapagacb, e NATb pa3 KPHKHYJAH B YLIH H
BacuabeBckHit ocTpOB, H npocnekT, H JHHHIO. [laneHbKa cam
yHeC MHCbMO HAa MOuTY.

JleneHbka Bce 3TO CKOpO 3a6bijid, OHA He cJablliaJa cJjaes
MaMeHbKH, UYTO TaM, B NucbMme, MoxXeT ObiTb, 60r BecTb
Yyero HamnyTaHo, a TOJKOM He CKa3aHo; uyTo AJeHa HH ¢
4yeM OCTAHEeTCH; YTO TETYLIKa «CbeaeT», MOXeT 6biTb, HA 06-
pase na Ha WAANKe KAKOH-HHOYAb, KOTOPYIO, WJANKY, MOXeET
6biTb, CaMa TeTyLlIKa NpeXjae TackaJna, a Ternepb TOJbKO MOHO-
BHTb AacT. JlesleHbKa LKA NPHIEKHO H AyMana, Yabl6adcCh...
HakoHew, korga cONHBILIKO NOAOWO K MOJLHIO, CaMblii Ten-
JNIeHbKHH, 310pOBbIA 4Yac, OHA BCTasja H cKasaJja:

— 51, mameHbka, B can no#iay paborarsb.

[Tenares CemeHOBHA BCXOAH/A HA KPblJibLO, H HEe O1HA, & C
TOpProBkoi W ¢ OGoabwum y3aom. OHa H MameHbKa YX
HeCKOJIbKO [HeH NpPHCMAaTpPHBAJHCb H NPHTOProBbIBAJAHCHL K
wy6Ge, KpbiToH caTeH-ay6JeM. MaMeHbKa TOJIbKO MaxHyJaa
pykoii Ha JleneHbKy.

Heckonbko aHe#t npowan anas JleneHbkH 3a paGoToH
B Caly; OHAa HalJa MecTeyko, ¢ KOTOPOro He CroHAJO ee
Ja)ke CoJHLle, BXoaHBLIee B nosgeHb. C 3TOro Mecrteuka ed
CTOHJIO NOAHATbH roJOBY, YTO6 BHAETb NPsMO OKHO Beperu-
ublHa. OHa cTasna npuMeyaTtb, B Kakoe BpeMs OHO OTBOPA-
J0Cb H 3aTBOPAJOCH; pa3 OHA BHAesa, Kak BepeTHubiH obe-
aana. [Touemy eit 3axoTtesnoch naakarh, MMAAA HA 3TO, NoYeMy
NOTOM BAPYr €TaJ0o Ha ce6s A0CALHO 3a TAKYIO IAYNoCTb, H
CMELIHO, H CTBIAHO ONATbH 40 cje3d — 6or 3Haet. Eff HakoHeu
CTaJo CTpalliHO, H, NPHAH celiuac BepeTHublH K nueTHio, oHa
6bl ybexana.
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B onHO yTpO Ha OKHe SIBHJHCb TOPIUKH C LBeTamH. Jle-
JleHbKa paccMOTpesia: BOJbKAaMeJNHsl H FefIHOTpON.

« 1ok HO 6bITb, ero N106HMble,— NOAYMaJa OHA,— €CJH 6
A 3Hana... Y Ouenbkun DensieBoil naBHO UBeTyT rejuo-
TPOMbl, KOrjla OH NPHXOAHA CiOAa, 1 MOraa 6bi 10CTaTh XOTb
BETOUKY...»

Ho uBeThl 3akpbliH Bce OKHO, TOJNILKO H3peaKa NMPOCOBHI-
Bajacb XYyAas pyKa C KDYXKO#H BOAbI H MOJHBajna HX
OCTOPOXHO, MO KopeHb. JleneHbka BbiaepHysaa O6bl HX
C KODHeM.

B onHo nmocne o6ena, Koraa Bce MOYHBANO B ee AOMe,
KOrjaa, CKOJbKO OHa MoOrja 3aMeTHTb, OObLIKHOBEHHO crnaJn
H cocen, JlejeHbka BCNOMHHJAA ero KHHXKy «Pomeo»
cberana 3a Heio. Effl He xoTenochb yHTaTb cHauaja, H B ce-
peaHHe OblIH CUEHbl, KOTOPble KaK-TO He HHTepecOBaJH ee;
HO eH BJApYr BCMNOMHHJHCb BellH, KOTOpbie MOKa3a/joCb He-
06x0aHMO mnepeuutaTb. OHa OTbICKHBAa/Ja HX HeTepNeJHBO,
cTaJsa yHTaTh, 6YATO cnewa, H el caMOoi Ka3ajocCb CTPaHHO,
YTO SI3bIK H CJIOT, KOTOpble Npeae TaK 3aTPYAHSJH, Tenepb
6biJH MOHSATHBI 63 BCAKOro TPYyAa, KakK-TO MepeBOAHJHCH B
yMe, B cepjle, He CJAOBaMH, HO KAKHM-TO OlUYLUEHHEeM siCHee
H noaHee cao0B. Koraa JleneHbka MoaHfA/a rojlOBY OT KHHTH,
ee HCMyrajH BeTKH JIHMbl, KOTOpble TeMHeJH Hajl Helo; Ha
OKHO OHAa He OCMeJiHJach OMVIAHYTbCSl H BAPYr y6exkana H3
cana.

OHa He BO3Bpatlanach Tyaa A0 cjaelylollero Beyepa, H To
noiisia ¢ AeTbMH, H TO NojaJblie, H He NOAOWJA K MJETHIO.

MameHbKa y)e HecKOJbKO AHel TBepAHsa, UTO Halo Ha-
CYWHTb JIHMOBOTO UBETAa HAa 3HMY H HaKOHELl PelIHJacb MOHTH
3a HHM.

— Bosbmu nuatok, Bo 4To co6paTh, Aa CTYJ, BJe3ellb,
_ Ha/loMaellb,— CKasaJja oHa JleneHbke.

Mawmenbka Tepe6Hsia HHXHHE BETKH, MeX1y TeM Kak Jle-
JeHbKa, CTOSl Ha CTYyJe, cTapajacb He HCNOPTHTb XOTH BepX-
HHx. C3aaH ee, B cocegHeM cady, CTyKHyJaa KaJHTKa.

— Buavwb T, Ka3HayeHWIHH 6paT-TO He yMep...— CKa-
3aja MaMeHbKa.— YMHHLA, Tbl He CBaJHCb MHE Ha ro-
J0BYy!

JlenenbKa yaeprkanach 3a BETKH; OrVISSHYBLUHCb, OHA YBH-
feaa ToJAbKO, yTO BepeTHuUbIH yxoaua H3 cajpa: €Tajno GbiTh,
OH Obi/1 TaM JaBHO H OH YXKe TyJsieT; cTaJjo ObiTb, OH MOXeT
TNPUATH 3aBTpa, TOJNbKO HE DaHO YTPOM H He M031HO Be-
4yepoM.

Oua pgoxaanacb 3TOro 3aBTpa. BeperdHubiH ABa pa3sa
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oboluen cBo# cal; oHa 6bla B ABYX Llarax OT Hero, xoTteja
Nno3BaTh, 3aroBOPHTb, H 06a pa3a, Kak OH NpPOXoAHA 6JH3KO,
npsitajach 3a mjaereHb. E#f 6b1o cTpalwHo... DTO MOBTOPH-
JOCb M B cJelyloliHe AHH: BepeTHUbIH NPHXOLHJ, JOXKHACH
B TEHH B TO caMoe BpeMs, Kak JleneHbka cuaena y ce6d B T€HH
u wuna. Tak npoxoaun uac, aBa. JleneHbka BHAena ero
cepoe najbTo, C/AbILIAJAA LIeJeCT ero KHHUIH, X0Tea KJAHKHYTb
¥ Bce He MorJa. Eff 6bi0 cTpawHo... OHa nepecrafa cnatb,
cTaJjsa NJakKaTb Mo HoYaM.

[TaneHbka no cayyalo ABYX NMPa3fHHKOB CPALY yexaJs 3a
ropod. MameHnbka cobpanach newkoM Ha 60romosbe B He-
JaneKHil MOHACTbIpb; ee cnyTHHUA 6bl1a [lenares CeMeHoB-
Ha; BOPOTHTbCHA LOJXKHbI GblIH BeyepoM, JleseHbKa NpPOCH-
Jacb C HUMH: y Hee Ha Jylie JexaJso MHoro obeliaHuH, Ho,
r1aBHOe, OHAa caMma He 3HaJa, noyeMy el xoTesochb YHTH Kyaa-
HHOYAb; ed Oblio TaK TAXeN0, YTO He NopanocBaja gaxe
nepcrneKTHBa llesoro cBo6oaAHOro AHfA; Bce 6bl10 He TO, 4YTOB
HEMHJ0, 6bl10 Obl faXe ropbKo A0 c/ie3 YHATH Ha ueablit AeHb,
6ecnoKoHTbCA, KaK TYT Bce OyneT 6e3 Hee, HO XOTeJ10Ch NONPO-
6oBatTb, He Jyudlie Jd 6yAeT OT 3THX cjae3 H 6ecnOKOHCTBaA...
MameHbka oTKasaJja noj O4eHb Ae/NbHbIM MPEAJOTroM: KTO XK
NPDHCMOTPHT 3a AETbMH? H yluJia B 3ayTpeHIo.

JleneHbka nana cefe CJOBO He CMOTpeTb 32 [AETbMH,
HO 1eTH CaMH, H He clnpaluBas ee, y6exxa/jH K cocelsiM, a
TPeX MEeHbLUHX, TOXe He crnpauiuBas ee, paGoTHHLA yBesa B
ayra. ObenaTb He FOTOBHJIH: AeTSIM NOBOJbHO OblJO X0J0.1-
HOro, BuepaiuHero. JlejneHbka 3anepsaa BCce OKHA, CeHH, Ka-
JHTKY, B3/1a LUHTbe H yluja B caj.

«EcsM KTO CTYKHET B BOpPOTa, f YCAbILY»,— CKa3aJaa OHa
cebe H caywana.

B BopoTa ee noma He cTykHya HHkTO. lllaru cocepa pas-
AaBaJHCb MO AOPOXKKe, HO HEN0Ar0: OH yluea B TeHb, Jer M
yHTan. JleneHbKa COCYHTANA, YTO OKOJO TpeX Heaeslb He ro-
BOPHJ1A C HHUM.

«H nyuuie: oTBBIKHY,— noayMana oHa.— YTo NpHBbLIKATH
K raynoctam? Beab B camMoOM nene, HeAb3A XKHTb TAK, 4YTO
TOMbKO H AyMaTb, Kak OGbl NOBHCHYTb HA MJETHe Aa TrOBO-
pHTb 6or 3HaeT yTo. Sl HH K UeMy TOJKOM He NpHYyuYalocb —
HH K XO3fIHCTBY, HH K AeJy, a MHe eCTHaAUlaTbii TOA.
JlioaH no6pble x04AT, BCTPEUalOTCsl, A HE yMelo CJa0Ba CKa-
3aTb... Y4naach — Bce nepe3abbiBaTts craaa. [lepea nanexs-
KOH H MaMeHbKOH... 3TO HalO HAa AyXy CKa3aTb. Bce Bo MHe
KaK-To nepeBepHyJjocb. Pa3pe Tak »uBYT B MoH roaw? Bor
apyrue GapbllLHH...»
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M Bapyr ona c6pocuna ¢ kKojeH paboTy, cMmsja ee B
KOMOK, 6pOocH./1a 03eMb H 3aMJakaJa ropbKo, MOYTH C KPHKOM.

— Y10 X 31O 32 XH3Hb? UTO X 3TO 3a X03AHCTBO —
6paHb, NMycTAKH, BO3HA Ueabld aeHb! Kakdve 3TO nioau —
[Tenarea CemenoBHa, PapdopoB 3TOT, AypaK? YueHbe —
nonbaenbe 6e3 Tonky? Ilanedbka, mamenbka... [ocnoau, na
KTO e O6bl COBO cKa3aJj, ecid 6 He OH, ecaH 6 He OH...

JleneHbka no6exana K NJETHIO, OHA He ycnesa BbiMs-
HYTb H3-3a Hero, Kak B caly y cocelia pa3aajocb BOC-
KJHLaHHe:

— Anekcauap HMBaHbiu, rae Bbi?

BepeTHUbIH BBICKOUH H3-32 KYCTOB, OY€Hb NPOBOPHO A1A
ye/l0OBe€Ka HEJLAaBHO yMHDaBLUero, H 6GPOCHACA HABCTpeuy TOH,
KOTOpas BXOAHMA. ITO 6bl1a MoJofast oco6a B 6enoM naaTtbe
¢ roJy6blMH H pPO30BbIMH LIBeTOUKaMH; JleneHbka paccMmor-

_pesa Kak-to Bce pa3oM. [1naTbe, H OPOCTO W MBILLIHO, BOJHO-
BaJIOCh 0COGEHHO KPACHBO; COJIOMEHHARA WJSNKA, TOXEe O4eHb
npoctas, HO Kpyrnasi H LIHPOKAas, KaKHX TOr4a W He BHIAJH
B N. [octbs 6YyATO OCBeTHJ1A Caj; OT Hee BCe KPYroM CTaJo
6yaTO ayyule.

— Co¢bs AnekcaHIpOBHA, KaK 3TO Bbl 31€Cb OJHH? —
cnpocHa BepeTHUbIH.

— H3 pepeBHH, onHa,— OoTBeuasa oHa.

JleneHbka B XH3Hb CBOIO He CJablllaja HHUYero MHJjee
3TOTO roa0Ca: YTO-TO 3BOHKOE, HEXHOE, 1aCKOBOe, He TO NeHHe
NTHLbI, He TO rojoc pe6GeHkKa.

— IlpHexana B ropoa nokynaTb pa3Hble Pa3HOCTH A4
paboThl, @ K 3HAKOMbIM — TOJNbKO K BaM, Y3HaTb, 4YTO Bbl.
Bauwe# cecTpbl, roBopsAT, LOMa HET, Bbl — B cady, fi Mpo-
CHJa NpoBOAHTb MeHs B cad. Hy, uto xe? 4TOo ¢ BaMH?

— Huuero, tenepb 310poB.

— Bbl Tak Hanyraau... Mbl xKaaau Bac... [locrofite, BOT
BaM JE€PEeBeHCKHH rOCTHHeL.

OHa ocTopoXHO pa3BepHyJaa 6oabluoi cBepToK Gymars,
KOTOpbIH AepxaJja, H BblHYJ1a M3 Hero ABe O60JbliHe CBe-
XHe pOo3bl.

— TIlepBbie. 51 Tak 6eperna, koraa Be3na,— Gosinach
CMATbD.

BeperHublH cMsin HX, ueays ee pykdH. Ma-noa no.e#n
wasnbl 6bIIM BHAHBL €e POT H IEKH, CBEXE€e H BOCXHTH-
TeJibHee LBETOB.

— JKapko! — ckasasa oHa, cHUMas wasinky.— CsieMTte
rae-HHOyb.

Ha coaHue BonoChl ee 0TIHBAJH PO30BLIM 30.10TOM, TaKoH
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)Ke 30J0TOH OTJHMB Obl1 B ee KapHX, MOYTH YepHbIX TJas3ax,
KOrla OHa MOJHAJA HX, OIJIAAbIBAACh KPYroM.

BepetuublH TOXe orasiHyJacsi, HO ¢ A0cajoOH, Ha CBOIO
CKaMeHKy.

-—— ConHue,— cKa3aJjJ OH,— e CecTb?

— A BOT rie,— cka3aJja oHa, Calficb Ha TPaBy HejlaJeKo
OT MNJIeTHS,— JOCTaHeT 3/ecb TeHH Ha rnoJjuaca?

— M 6oabuwe. HemHoro yno6ctB 8 npeanarailo BaMm B
MOHKX... H [a)e He B MOHX BJaleHHSX.

— Tlocaywaiite, koria xe Bbl K HaM? MameHbka Be-
Jejsa 3BaTb Bac HeNMpeMEHHO.

— Huxkoraa, s aymato.

— Tlouemy?

— He nyckawoT! — orBeuan BepeTHUbIH.

— Kak xe 3710? Ha npowo#t Henene... Ha npowo# He-
Je1e OblJIH HMeHHHbl MaMeHbKH, Yy Hac Obll KOe-KTO H3
ropoaa, B ToM uHcae HM6paes. J1 He 3Hana, 4TO Bbl C HHM
3HaKOMbl. Bbl ApY»KHbi?

— bor muaoBan,— oreuan BepeTHubIH.

— OH cnpocHa 0 Bac M aJeJ, uTo Bac HeT. § cka3saaa,
4yTO Bbl 60abHbi. OH 3TOrO He 3Has. OH Gbi1 YBEepeH, 4TO BaM
JaJH OTNYCK, caM O HeM MpOCHJ.

— To ectb oH BaM coJjraj, uto0 3a0AHO BblKasaTb H
4YYBCTBHTEJbHOCTb CBOEro cepaua, H cBOGOLY CBOHX MHEHHH.
Bot rae Heylo6HO 3THM KOKeTHHYaTb, TaK OH MOET ApPYroe.
ITOT APYr H AH6epaJs HaroBOpHJ HAa MeHs MOeMy HauaJabCTBY
TaKHe CTpaxH, YTO HayaJbCTBO, MOJIArasiCb Ha CJOBO TAKOro
yejqoBeKa, BOOOPa3H/a0, YUTO NMO3BOJHTb MHE Ha [ABe HelesaH
BblexaTb M3 ropoja — BCe pPAaBHO YTO CHYCTHTb C LeMH
6eweHytlo cobaky... 51 ero He myckaio K cefe Ha nopor, 3TO-
ro apyra. OH, BeposiTHO, 6e3 cBuAeTeneill TrOBOpPHJ 0060
MHe?

Co¢gbs He oTBeuaJa.

— Bbi MeHl H3BHHHTe,— MpOJOJKAJA 4epe3 MHHYTY Be-
pPeTHUbIH,— si TaK [JyNno NPHBbIK TFOBOPHTb BaM BCe, 4YTO
JyMaio, 4YTO H Telnepb BLITOBOPHJCH, MOXET ObiTb,
HEeKCTAaTH.

— Yrto Takoe?

— Jla Bot 0 M6paeBe. MoxeT GbiTb, CJ€10BaJN0O H NOMOJ-
4aTb.

— Tlouemy?

— Tak... Bbl, MOXeT GbITb, TOHHMaeTe ero HHaue; 4eJ0BeK
OH NMOpPAAOYHBIH, U3 o6ulecTBa... A § yX A0 TOro oauuadg,
Oypea, CYXKY O JIOAAX N0 HX OTHOLEHHSAM JHUYHO KO MHe:
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3TO TaK OrpaHHYEeHHO, TaK XaJjko, Meako... [loxanyfcra,
u3BuHHHUTe. 51 Gepy Ha3zad, ecan 4TO cKasad.

— BoabMuTe Hazaal BOT TO, NocJejHee, 4TO Bbl ceiuac
cKasaJju,— THxo Bo3pa3usna Codbsfs,— BaM Npollaercs Mo-
TOMY TOJIbKO, YTO Bbl HeJaBHO 6bliH 6OJbHBI H BCeria pas-
Jpa<eHbl.

— To-to A u aymaiw, pasipaxed! — npepBai Beperu-
ubiH.— M3 uyero pasgpaxen? IlpaBo-to rae — pasapa-
®KaTbcA? Benab, B caMoM aene, s He HeNMpPH3HAHHbIH BeJHKHH
yesnoBeK. B TbicAuya BOCEMbCOT MATbAECAT BTOPOM TOAY MO
poxaecTBe XPHCTOBOM HeT TAaKOro yporkas Ha BeJHKHX JO-
AeH, yTo6 M Ha MO A0J10 BbinaJjao BeanuHe. [lonoxeHue
MOe, KOHeUHO, He COBCeM MPHATHOE, HO S He 3aCJYXKHJ TaKHX
noyecTed HECYACTbsl; A CTpajdld MHOrO 3a HeMHOroe,— Tak
au? Bbl Beab 3Haete Moo Hctopuio, Codba AsekcaHapoBHA?

— [lon0oKHM, Tak,— cKazasa oHa,— HO...

— Ho, no3poabre! — cTan0 O6biTb, €CAH A HE HENPH3HAH-
Hoe BeJiHYHe, TO HHuero 6oJblle, KaK HAaWyMeBlIAsi NOCPed-
ctBeHHocTb. Cilef0BaTeNbHO, TaKHe JIOJH, KakK rocnoanH U6-
paeB M KOMIIAHHSA, COBepUIEHHO NpaBbl, He 3HAACb CO MHOIO,
OTKa3blBasicb OT MeHA: A Aa)ke He HHTepeceH, s rayn Aa
HUX; §1 MONaJjcsl B MyCcTAKax, Kak MejkHH BopHiuka. OHH u3-
6pann cebe nNyTb W HAYT MO HeM AO0OGJECTHO, C HX TOUKH
3peHus. Sl nocTynuJ, KaKk MHe NMoKa3aJochb, 106/1eCTHO ¢ MoeH
TOUKH 3peHHsi, nporHaJ or ceb6ss M6paepa; Ho npas /iH 51 Obla B
camoMm jere...

— Bbi  BHHOBaThl nepea camum coboi,— npepsana
Codobs.

— 310 HoBocTb. Cpaenalte MHJAOCTb, OODBSACHHUTE.

— $1 Bam nouTtH ckasana... Bbl pa3apakaeTecb 3a Me-
JIOUH.

— 51 Bedb TO »Ke cKasaj,— BO3pa3Ha BepeTHUbH,—
BCMBIXHYB H 3aCMeSIBLIMCh,— 51 4eJOBEK MEeJKHH, TaK, 3a0[HO,
cpbiBalo cepaue, pa3gpa’kalch MeJOUaMH.

— He cepaurecn, pagu 6ora,— npepBajna OHa KPOTKO,—
CKa)KuTe npaeay, npH3HaiTecb: Bbl rOpAbl, Bbl Balle A0CTO-
HHCTBO MOHHMaeTe, KakK »Ke MO3BOJATb ce6e — H3BHHHTE! —
YHHXKATbCA 10 3J0CTH Ha Kakoro-Hu6yab HM6paesa, na ue-
JIOBEKA, KOTOPOro Bbl Npesnpaerte? 3a 4yTo ce6s1 MOPTHTH?
CTOHT JiH BosHOBaTbcA? [lonHore! Ha Bac cmoTpeThb Tsixkeo:
BCAKYIO Mejoub K cepauy! Bos3bMHTeCh 3a XH3Hb moJerye.

— Jla#ite XH3Hb noJserue! — npepBas BepeTHubiH.—
B menouax uamenbuaews noHesose. Pazse ogun M6paes,—
u3BHHHTe, Codbsi AsleKCaHAPOBHA... paCcCKa3biBaTh, YTO 5 Bbl-
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HOLWY MO MEeJOYH... 3TO BCJYX He FOBOPHTCH, NoUafHTe MeHs!
BoT Bbl B rocTsix y MeHs,, 2 Ha 3emJse CHAHTEe; ecaH 6 He
BallKW KHHIH, fi pasyuuics 6b rpamore... Ecan 6 s 6bls1 u3
TaKHX, 4TO MHLIYT YJOXEHHS... TakHe BOT He MeabyaloT
HH Ha NOHTOHAX, HH Ha KAaToOpre, a i — C MeHS JOBOJIbHO H
storo! Ecau 310 KOraa-Hu6yab KOHUHUTCS, 51 3HAIO, UTO BBHIAAY
He 4YeJJOBEKOM, HIHOTOM, XXHBOTHbIM.

— TIlepecranbre! — Bo3pasuna Codbda,— Beab 3TO OT-
yasiie...

— A oTuyasiHue — CMepTHbIH rpex,— MNPOAOJIKaAJI OH, 3a-
cMesBlWHCeb.— Hy, Bbl Tak 106pbl, Kak-HHOYAb OTMOJHTE 3a
MeHs. «[loMSAHH rpexH MOH B MOJHTBaX..» § 3Haw, YTO A
CMELIOH — 3TO yXX MOs Takas cyabb6a: W HecuacTbe rJyIoe,
H Kajobbl MeJOUYHble, H BbIXOA H3 BCEro — HHUTOXECTBO.
S cebsi Tak u rorosaw. BoT mnomoxauTe, oneprchb: 3a
6s1aroHaieXx Hoe MOBeAeHHe H CTIOCOGHOCTH CAeNaloT MeHs Mo-
MOLLLHHKOM CTOJIOHaua/JbHHKa, W Tak AaJjee, jfaJjee, Mo 3TOH
Kapbepe; fl, UeJJOBEK HanyraHHbif, CyMelo KJaHATbCA MOHHXKE;
Y3HaJ UeHYy MeJHOro rpoia — BblyuyCb BOPOBATb, H BCe MOH-
AeT oTJHuHO! KHHXKH cry6uau, Hy, HX B cTOpOHY! mnpe-
depaHc ¢ CMOABHXHHKAMH no cayx6e, no npasgHHKaAM
pekpealuHH B TPakTHpe...

— Anekcauap HBaHblu, ONMOMHHTECb,— NpepBana
Codbs,— Bbl JH 3TO?

— 3710 71 B 6yayluieM,—— oTBe4as OH, CMefiCb, H OTBep-
HYJCA, Pa3rasiibiBasi BHICOKHI KYCT TpaBbl, NMojJe KOTOPOTo
cuaed.

— TloMuayiite! — ckasasna oHa upe3 MHHYTY, JACKOBO H
BMeCTe C CMYyLUleHHeM, TakK 4TO 3ajapoxaa ee roaoc.— He-
xopowo! 3a uto Bbl ce6s HaANpacHO MYYHTe? KO BCeMy
ropio — eiue 37o!

BepeTHubiH He orasabiBaJcs.

— Ilocaywaiite,— npononxana Codba, caerka no-
TPOTHBAACh [0 €ro pyKaBa CBOHMH TOHEHbKHMH MaJbyH-
KaMH,— Beib Bbl Ha ceb6s 6or 3Haer uto rosopute? Benb
3TO HenmpaBAa, ¥ Bbl 3HaeTe, UTO HempaBaa, TaK 3auem xe?
Pa3spe BaM Jserue? Beab BaM CaMOMYy XyXe€ OT TakKHX
CJ10B.

— Bce paBHO,— THXO BbIroBopHJ BepeTHuUbIH.

— Her, He Bce paBHO,— BO3pa3u/ia OHa.

Ou o6epHyJcs, CHILHO B3/ ee PYKY H CTaJj LeJ0BaThb
ee. Codbsi nmouesoBasa ero B roJiOBY; y Hee HaBepHYJIHCb
cJa1e3bl.

— [lpaBo, Beab i He MOpaJb BaM 4HTal0,— CKa3aJja OHa
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THXO,— HO 4TO »K Xxopowero? Bbl Kak-HHOYyLb NOTepruTe,
MO0 AHTE.

— Yero xaaTb? — npepsaJ OH, eille He NOAHHMMAad J1HuUA
OT ee pykKH.— UTo6O Bbl MeHSl NOJMIOOHIW?

OHa He axHyJsa, He WeBeJbHYJacb, TOJNbKO B3rJsiHyJa Ha
Hero ¢ ucnyroM. Mx B3rsisiibl BCTPETHJHCH.

— $1 Bac aw6ai0, A Bac aBa rojaa J6J10,— cKasada
TBepAO BepeTHubiH,— Belb Bbl MeHs He noJwobute? Hukoraa?

Codba Mosuasna. OH cMoTpes elf B rJaasa.

— Bor toraa 6b1o 6bl A48 yero Tepnetb, 6bl10 6bl ANA
4Yero JAarTb... HO Bellb Bbl MeHA He noJobuTe?

Ona Bce mosuaga. OH 6bl1 6eaeH Kak cMepTb, 3aibixad-
Cfl, HO MpPOJOJKaJ TBEpPAO H BCe IJAlA Ha Hee:

— $1 nocrapancst 6bl OCTaTbCs NMOPAAOYHBIM YEJOBEKOM,
He 3arpy6eTb, He orJaynethb; 1 66l c6eperas CHJbl, 4TOO OGbiTh
B COCTOSIHHH 3apalboTbiBaTb YeCTHbIH KYCOK xJefa: BaM, s
3Halo, TAKOTO KyCKa LOBOJIbHO... A1 6bl He MOpHJ cebs GH3H-
YyecKH, NOTOMY UYTO H 10 3TOTO AOXO/HT.

— 5 6yay J106MTb Bac,— BbITOBOpHJA OHa, nobJeaHeB
TOXe.

— W3 coctpanaHua-TO? H3 CaMOOTBEpXEHHSA? — BCKpH-
4yajJ OH C CBOHM CTpaHHbiM cMexoM.— [lokopHo Bac 6aaro-
Aaplo, He Hano!

— T[louemy e Bbl AyMaeTe...— HayaJja OHa.

— Jla Beab Bbl JaraTb He ymeete,— npepBaa Beperu-
UblH,— 51 Belb Ueblit yac cMoTpio Bam B raasa! Iloaxore,
He npuHyxaaHTe ce6s, He HAL0: A CAMOOTBEP)KEHHS 6OIOChH;
fl 4eJIOBEK Ay PHOH,— s 3@ Hero 3amjaTHTb He CyMelo, f1 3@ Hero
6aarogaputb He ymeio! Iloxanyiicta, He BooGpaxadTe, 4TO
Balla n06poTa 06f3biBaeT Bac Ha XEepTBY: A YK MOHAJ, 4TO
3TO )KepTBa — s ee He Impowy, A 3HalO, UYTO Bbl — CO-
BEPUICHCTBO... OT COBEpLUEHCTBA HaM, TpellHbiM, OYeHb
TAXeno!

OHa Bcragna.

— Tlocaywaiire...

— Yro caywarb! — BckpHuaa BeperuubiH.— Beab A Bac
3Hato! 3a uTo Ke s Bac J106J10, Kak He 3a 3Ty a06poTy, 3a
3TO cOBeplueHcTBO, 3a 3Ty npasay? Hy, ckaxkurte npasay,
NpsIMO: Bbl MeHA He Jlo6HTe?

— Her,— oTBeyana oHa, HaKJOHSAA rOJIOBY H CO CJI€3aMH.

— Bor rak, npekpacHo! M s He 6yay Gosblue HanpacHo
N06GHBAaTbCA: HACHJABHO MHJ He 6yanewb. Yero HeT, TOro Her...
[MpoctuTe Bce, uTO i HAaroBOPHJ, H NpoillaiTe: Bbl, KakeTcs,
Y XOTHTE YHTH?
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Co¢dba obepHynacb BAPYr H NPOTAHYJA €My DYKH.

— Ecau 6 Bbl 3HaaH,— cKa3agaa oHa B cae3ax,— A He
MOTY... MHe TaK 60JbHO.

— He npunyxnaiite ce6a: Beab Bbl He BHHOBAThl!—
oTBeuas BeperHublH H 3acmesJcs.

— A Bbl XKecTokH! — cKka3asna OHa, pblaas.

— Tak TeM npocTHTe/lbHee OCTABHTb MEHA Ha NMPOH3BOJ
CyAb6bl,— BO3pa3HJa OH.

— Tlocayuwaiite, NpHXOAKTE K HaM, NpHe3xkKaiiTe K Ham!
Bce, uTo B MOMX cHsaX, BCe, UTO MOXET Bac YTeLHTb MNO-
NpexXHeMy...

— Yro xe MHe Apa3HuTb ce6s, Copbsi AnekcaHapoBHa:
MEeHSl MOXKeT YTeLIHTb TONbKO TO, UTO He B BawKX cHaax. He
6ecnokoiitecb 060 MHe.

— Ho urto xe 310 6yner?

— A Bbl noHnmaere, uto Gynet Heseceno? Huyero. Byner
BOT 3TOT OrOpoJ, BOT 3TOT AOM, IyGepHCKoe npasJ/eHHe...
ABocb HeHapnoaro!

— §1 Bac awobai! — BckpHuana oHa.

— He arure,— BO3pa3sua oH.

Omua 3a)kana pykamH JduUo H nobexana K KajauTke. Bepe-
THUbBIH He TPOraJjcsi ¢ MecTa.

— Ecaun 6 Bbl rosopuau npasay,— CKa3aJa OH eH Bcaen,
CMeAcb H FPOMKO,— Bbl 6bl He ywJad oTtcional

X1t

Jlenenbka BcTasa, AepXKachb 3a MJaeT€Hb, Yy KOTOPOro
CHIeJa Ha 3eMJie; y Hee NMOATrH6anHCh KOJIeHH, CTyuanao cepa-
ue, roaosa 6blya cxKata; ed 6blJ10 XOJOAHO.

«51 TOyHO yropeaa»,— ckKa3aJja oHa ce6e.

Ee ry6bi, koTopble LIeBeabHYAHCb, YTOO BbIFOBOPHTb 3TO,
CXaJMCb BAPYT CYIOPOXHO; OHA BCKPHKHYyJsa H nobexana
B 10M.

JlBa yaca meTasnacb OHA Ha CBOeH MOCTeNbKe H pblaana
He yMo.1Kasa. PaboTHHLA BOPOTH1ACh, He A0cTyYaaach H Gblna
NPHHYXEHA nepese3Th uepe3s 3a60p, uT0O OTBOPHTb KaJHTKY
H BMNYCTHTb AeTeH, KOTOpbiXx cobpana W npusesa o6enaThb.
YBuas cne3nl 6apblluH{, pabOTHHIE NPeANcJ0XKHAa, uTo ba-
PbllHA, OCTaBLWHCh 0OHA, Uero-HHOYdb HCNyranach, H NOTOMY
HaKa3a.la 1eTfiM, KOTla BOPOTHTCH MaleHbKa C MaMeHbKOH,
HE TOBODHTb KM, YTO CeCTPHUA NJaKaad: NOCTaHeTcs, 3aueM
BCE YXOOHJIAH H AOM CTOfA nycToH. Pe3oH 6bla Ae/bHbl#,
W OgeTdAM, Kpome Toro, 6bl10 MaJjo aena A0 cJae3 CTaplued
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cecTpbl. JleneHbka BcTasa, caabas, Kkak 6o/bHas, K Beuepy
y6pana, uto 6blJO HYXXHO, 4TO6 MaMeHbKa, BOPOTACH, He
CepAMJIach, CXOAHAA B caj, OTbiCKaJja CBOW paboTy M cena
C Helo B KOMHaTe y okHa. MameHbka BopoTuaach ¢ [lena-
reefl CeMeHOBHOH; HaHeCAH MHOXXECTBO MPOCBHP; MO C1yualo
TOTO, YTO mamneHbkH He O6bl10 AoMa, [lenares CemeHoBHa
0CTajacbh HOYeBaTb; OYEeHb JOJr0 MNHJAH uaH, YXHHAaJH,
pasroBapHBaJ/ii, HeCMOTPSA HA YCTAJOCTb; 3Ta YCTAJOCTb AaJa
3HaTb 0 cefe 4acoB B AeCAITb Beuepa XpaneHHeM, KOTopoe
pasaanochb Mo BCeMY AOMY.

Jlenenbka serna M onATb BCTaJja; BCe CNaJjo, KOHEUHO,
TOJMILKO B HX A0Me H nepeyske. Braau cablianca ewe wym:
ryJsiBlIHEe PacXoOdHJHCh MO [1OMam, ropoi elle He 3aTHX.
HexHbilt NyHHBIE CBET CKBO3MJ B LeJH CTaBeHb. JleNeHbKa
ojenacb B noJyreMHorte, npo6panacb MHMO COHHBIX LeTeH,
OTBOpHJIA ABepb Ha KpblibLo H Boga. Co6aka 3aBopuana
H, Y3HaB ee, yJjerjacb Cnath.

«¥Y#Hny Kyna-HuOynb...» — ckasana JleneHbKa.

OHa oraAabiBanach Ha nycroii, y3eHbKHil 1BOp, Ha 3anep-
TYI0O KaJuTKy. Mecau cBeTHa 6JelHO, KaK BCeria B JICTHHE
HOYH; B BO3AyX€ HHUYTO He WEJOXHYNOChb; MOHEMHOry 3a-
THXaJ WyM BAaJH; JleJeHbKe CTAHOBHJIOCH CTPALIHO: HHKOT-
Ja B XH3Hb CBOK He Oblsia OHa TaK oOdHa, 6e3 cnpoca,
HOUbIO.

«YHay Kyma-Hubyib...— MOBTOpHJIA OHA, B3aparHBas H
6yaro cnpawuBas cebsi, LOCTaHeT JH Yy Hee Ha 3TO cMe-
Ja0cTH.— ToNbKO Kyda yATH?»

OHa 3axana cefGe pykaMH JHLO, ¥ BAPYr efi BCNOM-
HHJIOCh TOYHO TaKoe [BHXEHHe KpacaBHLbl, KOTOPYI OHa
BHAeJa NOyTpy, KOTOpas yllJla TOYHO B TAKHX XKe Cje3ax...
«EcTtb 0 uem et naakats! Bor nonpo6osana 6bl BhiHecsa...»

Jlenenbka xoTesla MeTaTbCfl, PbIAATh, KPHYATb, HE NOHH-
Masi, 4To AeJjaeT; oHa nobexana B cal,— AOpPOra 3HaKoMmas.

B ronoBe ee 3aKpyXH./1HCb, OAHA 33 APYro#, camble CTPaH-
Hble MBIC/JH: e XOTenOCh yMepeTb; €H XOTeJaoCb, YTO6 yMep
KTO-HHOYAb, 4TO6 BOT cefiuac BCe KOHUHIOCh, MOTOMY UTO TaK
XKHTb Heab3sl... OHa Gexana. Bor 3Haer nouemy, BApYr
BCMIOMHHJIHCb €H,— a 3TH CJIOBA elle Tak eH HPAaBHJHChL:
«J11060Bb JIeTHT K npeaMeTy JI06BH, KaK LIKONbHHK GeXHT
OT KHHTH...»

[TpoknsiTass KHHra, B KOTOPOi 3TO HamHcaHo! JTa KHHra,
CMAITAfA, CNOXKEHHas BUeTBepo (Tak Hayuyuau!), 6ba TyT, B
KapmaHe, NpUBbIKJIA JexaTb B HeM... JleneHbKa BbIXxBaTH/a
ee H, pasbexkaBUuIHCb, 6POCHNIA Yepe3 MJeTeHb B COCeAHHH
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cax. OHa TO4YHO oTopBana cBoe cepaue H 6pocuaa. JIHCTH
TeTPa/KH e/Ba 3allesecTe s, Jerko nanias Ha Tpasy. Jlenenb-
Ka elle OAHY MHHYTY B3I/siHyJa, Kyla OHa ynajaa, H
CXBaTH/ACh 32 MNJeTeHb, YTO6hl He ynacTb camoi; BepeTHubiH
XOAHJ MO CBOEH JOPOXKKe, NOTYNsl roJioBy, He OTJISIHYBILUHCb
Ha LIOPOX.

— Bce no He#t Tockyer! — ckasana JleneHbka, rasaas
eMy BcClel, Mexay TeM Kak ero ¢urypa, yaanasscb, cria-
KHBasacb B monyTbMe.— Bce no Heii... A cnpocua 6bl, TYT
Jerko au?.. Kto 3to Bce Hagenan? Ecan 6 He oH, ecau 6 oH
He TOBODHJI, He MYTHJa... BoT e emy! Xopouwo, yto 6or ero
Hakasad...

Ee cae3bl Tak W CKaTbiBaJHCb, OJHa 3a ApYroio.

— Ilyctb Ha cebe ucnbITaeT, KAKOBO, KOrla BCe OTHHMYT!
Bce HeMmus0, BCA KH3Hb HeMHJa,— NyCTb H eMy TO Xe!
OH BceMy cMeeTrcsi,— BOT NMYCTb 3Ta KpacaBHUA Hal HHM
nocmeercsi! BbiBaso... 6biBasio, Tak BCIO Ayuly NepeBepHeT,
KaK 4YTo cKaxer.. 3ayeM OH rosopHa? Ha uto emy 6bu10
AOBOAHTb GelHYyl0 Takylo, 3a6pOlUeHHYI0 1eBOYKY A0 rops?
Hy, pasroBapuBan 6bl ¢ cBouMH KpacaBHuamu! Kakoe emy
aeno, 3Haio s KowaHckoro uan Het? passe... ['ocnoan 60xe
MOiH! pa3me Becesnee eMy CTaso, Kak OH J[0Ka3aj, 4YTO A
HHYero Hc 3Halo? Xapakrep MOH HCMOPTHJ... Belb OH LOJKeH
6bl/1 MOHHMATb, YTO BCAIKOE €ro CJAOBO BCe PABHO 4YTO HOX
MO cepuly, YTO MOCJe Hero si yX HH Ha KOro CMOTpeTb
He MOTY... KaXXeTcs, YMHbIH YesOBeK, LOJIKeH Obll MOHATD.
HyxHo BoTr 6bl10... H nyctb ero 6or HakasbiBaer, MycTb
eMy elle Xyxe...

OHa pbliana W BAPYr, 3aMeTHB, YTO COCEA OCTAHOBHJCH
H Kak 6yATO MpHCAyWHBaACA, cTpeMrias ybexana H3 caja
IOMOH H OCTOpPOXHO ao6Gpanacb 10 cBoelt nocrenH. Tam, B
TeMHOTe, B XKapKoH KOMHaTe, el He cmajocb W MpHILAA
apyrast 3a60Ta: 4TO K Hajenana OHa, OPOCHB KHHXKKY?
Hy ecan oH ee He HaHaeT, co6aKH H30pPBYT, @ OH MpHLLIET
32 Hel KaK-HHOYAb MM caM CNpocHT... CaM-TO He CIPOCHT,
OH B Cajl TrJja3 He [OKa)eT, Hy, MNpPHLLIET; MNaneHbka
CMNPOCHT, OT KOTO...

3a6ora Hayana MPHHHMATb XapakKTep HecObITOYHOrO;
ycTanocTb H MO3AHHH yac caenanH csoe. JleneHbka
3acHy.a.

CaenyolHid aeHb 6bl1 TOT ApPYroit Mpas3iHHK, KOTOPOMY
ceMeiCcTBO 6bi1o 06513aHO OTCYTCTBHEM naneHbkH. OTCyTCTBHE
naneHbKH AefCTBOBAaJO TOXe KaK-TO MPa3dHHYHO, YCMOKOH-
teabHo. [Tenares CemeHOBHA ocTajach Ha Becb AeHb. Dbl

141



[leTpoB nocT, HO MO CJydyalw OTCYTCTBHA NaneHbKH H NMpasi-
HHKa MaMeHbKa paHO YTPOM cXOdHJa Ha 6asap 3a pblboi.
[Toka MaMeHbKa 3aHuManacb Ha KyxHe, [lenares CemeHoBHa
H3DbSIBHJA KesJaHHe no6ecefloBaTb C JAOYKOH, 3K3aMeHO-
BaJsia ee B X03sHcTBe.

— A Bbl, MOl aHres, yMmeeTe, KaK MaMeHbKa, 4TO IPHTro-
TOBHTB? '

JlesleHbka Morja 4to ymeja M To 6oJblle M0 TEOPHH;
Ha NMPAaKTHKe MaTb HHKOT[a He J0MYycKaJla ee HH K YeMy MpH-
TPOHYTbCAA, H Temepb MaMeHbKa, YCJbllIaB BOMpoc, OT-
KJAUKHYJIaCh:

— M, martywka! nycTHTb 3Ty MOAHHUY, la OHa TOrO
HacTpsinaer, 4To cobaka ecTb He CTaHerT.

— Kak ectb GapbluiHA! — BO3pa3u/aa, MNPHATHO YJbl-
6ascb, [lenaren CemeHoBHa.— Hy, a Ha My3blke Bbl, MO#H
aHres, 3aHdMaetecb? Bbl chirpaiiTe moJseuky, s nocJyluaio.
OG6e1HH-TO YXK, HHKAK, OTOLJIH: MOXHO.

Jlenenbka crtasna urpatbh, cof6aka 3aBblia.

— Yro 370 oHa, nec! — ckasaga [lenares CemeHoBHa H
OTKpbLJ1a OKOLIKO BO [BOp, yTewanch 6elieHCTBOM cO6akH.—
Bnpasay nec kako# y Bac 6.1axHoi!

Ona so6oBasacb Ha Hero W cJayllasna ero BO BCe Bpems
MOJIbKH.

— A no-¢paHuysckoMy Bbl, MOH aHren, uHTaere?
Hy-ka nmouuraiite, s mocaywalo; 8 XoTb H He MoiMy, a Bce
JecTHoO.

— 3aueM ke, ecan He noHHMmaere, Ilenarea Cewme-
HOBHa?..

— Hy, paccyxnaid y MeHnsa! — oro3Bajacb MaMeHbKa.

— Jla y MeHsl M KHHTH HeT...

— Kak Her! Bpewb! Kakylo e Tbl Bce uHTasna? CeHuyac
yyrai!

Y JleneHbkH CAaBHJO TrOpJO, YWH FOpesH OT 3JOCTH, OT
TOCKH; OHa ceduac Obl, ceiiuac Obl y6exasa Kyna-HHOYIb,
cua Het! XoTesochb He nJjakaTb, @ KpHUYaTb, pBaTb Ha cebe
BOJIOCHI.

— Bbl MameHbKy He OecrnokofTe,— cKa3aja ed WenoToM
[Tenares CeMmeHOBHa,— 3X, XapaKTep-TO Yy BAac KakKoH!
OrBblikafiTe Bbl, MOH aHres, OTBbiKaiTe, coKpaTHTe ce6a!
Kak B ceMbe ma ¢ My)XeM »XHTb npuaercs... Beab Myxy noa
pYKy He mnonapgaficsi,— HH4TO BO3bMelb. OT naneHbkH ¢
MaMeHbKOM MPHHATHL JIETKO, @ OT MYXa... OX, KyAa TsxxeJo!
Cama 3Hato... Bbl nountaiiTe Tak CTPOUKH TpH, KpacaBHua.

Jlenenbka cTaja uydTaTh BCAYX (pPaHUY3CKYyl0O rpam-
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MaTHKY, cJe3bl KpPyNHbIM TpaZOM CbiaJHCb Ha KHHXKY.
[Tenares CemeHoBHa MOKauHBaJa roJOBOH MO HanpaBJeHHIO
K KyXHe H 3a6aB/ifllacb HHOCTPAHHbLIMH CJOBaMH.

— Buauwb, kak Kataer, yMHHuUa! — cKa3aja OHa.—
Hy, Bor ® 6yaer, packpacaBiua MOsl, MOTELIHJHCD.
Toabko nokopsiTbCsl, NOKOPATbCA Hano,— npubaBuaa OHa
wenotoM.— A Tenepb Mbl C BaMH B CaiHK, BO 3eJIEHHH
cal NoHaeM, TPYCTb-TOCKY pasryJsieM.

— §1 He mo#iny B can,— Bo3pa3una JleneHbKa.

[Tenares CeMeHOBHa yBesa ee 3a pYKY.

— BHuweHbsA-TO, BHWEHbA UTO y BAacC HblHEUWHHH roa 6y-
det! — roBopusia oHa, Taula 3a coboft KeBouKy.— 3anuparb
cal Hajlo, poAaHas MOSi; Bbl TOrAa XOTb HAa. pbiCKaJo Mca
Ballero TYT NPHBSAXHTE, KaK mocneBaTb craHyTt. 3abop-To
y Bac KakoH; BOT TyT KaK pa3 ‘Ka3HaueHCKHe nepesesyT,
o6opByT. U, ronosopesnl, croaT Bawux pebart!.. [TocmoTpers
K HHM. Bor kako# y Bac cocea-kaBaJjep MporyJHBaercs.
Y Heuero ckasaTb, pacnpekpacHbiit! Bbl, 1 nymaio, aHrea
MOH, HHKOrja ero M He BHjpanaH, 6paTa-To Ka3HauedllHHa!
BoH oH, H3-moa nanbkH, HHKakK, BbirasabiBaer. M cmorperb
Ha Hero Heyero. Bam Takoro .M, aywa Mosi, Haao6GHO?
Bam Hano, uto6bl 66l KPOBb C MOJIOKOM, XOPOLUHH, a 3TO...
H, MPOCTH Trocnoau! MNOCMOTPHWb-TO, COrpelWHilb, Buepa
TOIbKO 60ry MOJIHTBCS XOAHJAa, HA «JeSAHHAX» TAKHX-TO
NUWYyT... ¥ Bac TaMm, HHKaK, KpacaBHLA, ropox caxapHbIH
nocaxeH, rpsabl A Buaena? [la, HHKaK, H nocnepaTb cTaJj?
Xopouwo Koraa no3a6aBHTbCA...

[lenaress CemeHoBHa npo6Hpanach K rpsjlaM; MaMeHbKa
no3majsa ee KyuwlaTb MHpPOr H npHkasasna AneHe o6opsaThb
H MPHHECTH, YTO MOCMNEeN0 3TOr0 ropoxy.

JleneHbka ocTanacb OJHa H CTOsJa ONYCTS TOJIOBY.
Bokpyr Hee 6bl10 THXO, TOJbKO Neja Kakas-TO NTHYKA, HO
H OHa 3aM0J/14aja, H BCe IBCTBEHHEE CTaJH CAbIATLCA LWATH
no cocefHel NOpPOXKe...

«[la uto X s? — BApPYr ckasasaa cebe JleneHbka.—
MHe ckyuHo, 12 Beab H eMy cKyuHo. [louemy xe MHe H He
B3IJIAHYTb Ha HEro?’»

OHa nowna K nJeTHO Bce THIe H pobue, No mepe
TOr0 KakK MOAXOAHJA, HO MOAOWJIAa, OAHaKo. BepeTHubH
noaxoAna Toxe. JleneHbKa Hcmyragacb: y Hero B pykKax
6bl1  «PoMeo», W y6exatrb 6bl10 YyXe HEBO3MOXHO.

— 3apaBcTByiTe,— cKa3an BepeTHublH cBOHM OGbBIKHO-
BEHHbIM WYTAHBBIM TOHOM.— YTO, Bbl 3a6pOCHJM 3TO MO
own6ke, BMecto Kowanckoro?
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— VYnana...— BboiroBopuja JleneHbKka H KaK-TO HEBOJbHO
NPOTAHYJA PYKY 338 KHHIOH.

— 3a npecATb WAroB H B CTOPOHY?

BeperuHublH THXO yabi6ascs ¥ KauyaJj rojoBolo.

«[lycTb ckaxer we aeure, Kak Buepa, To#H..» — noay-
Masna JleseHbka B 3Ty CEKYyHAY...

BepeTHlbiH, BEPOATHO, BCIOMHHJ TO XKe.

— HyxHa oHa BaM? — CMpPOCHJ OH Cepbe3HO H pe3Ko.

— Her,— orBeuana Toxe pe3ko Jlenenbka.

— He nounpasusaoce? [IpuHecTb Bam BoBy-kopoJeBHua?

— Bbl Bce Hano mHo# cMeeTecb, Bce cMeeTecb, C nep-
BOTO AHA... $1 yxX He 3Halo 3a yTo...— CKasaJja OHa, BAPYT
oropuasicb 10 cJe3, TakK 4TO NpolJa BCA A0CaAa.

— BuuoBaTt,— orBeuan BeperHubiH M noBepHy.cs, 4T06
HATH.

— Her, nocaywaiite, nocaywafite,— nosTopu.aa oHa,
NpOTSAHYB Aaxke PVYKY, uTo6 OCTaHOBHTb e€ro.— YUrto Bb CO
MHOH cAesaJjH, cO MHOH... 10 4ero Bbl MEHSl [JOBeJH?..

— Bac noiiManu ¢ 3TOH KHHTOH H B YroJ NoCTaBHJIH? —
CIPOCHJ OH.

— Tlocnoan 6oxe Moil! na BbicaywaiTe TOJIKOM XOTb
oaHYy MHHYTY! $1, no Bawe#d MuaOCTH, cTajna AyMaTh, cTaja
NOHHMAaTb TaKHe y)XacCHble BelH... MHE H JOM, H OTel, H
maTtb... Beab s HecuactHasa! Ecau 6 BB, Bbl Mo KpaiiHeH
mepe... ecad 6 OT Bac A BHAeaa... a Bb...

— Jlenenbka, MHe H 6e3 BacC CKyYyHo,— TNoJHOTe GJa-
XHTb,— npepBaa BepeTHilbiH.

— A, caaBa 6ory, 4TO BaM CKYYHO,— BCKpHuYa/ja OHa,
3apbinas.

— Hy BoT W npekpacHo,— oTBeya.s OH,— Tak Tnpo-
xusete. [lo cBHAaHHA.

OH yuwen H3 caja, CTYKHYB KaJHTKoH. JleneHbKa BCroM-
HHJIA CTYK MOJIOTKA, KOTOPbi OHa CJbllliaJa OAHH pa3 B »KH3-
HH, 6bIB Ha noxopoHax. [louemy efi 3T0 BCMOMHHJOCDH, UTO A€-
Jlas0ch ¢ HEH — OHa He 3HaJsla; OHa XoTesa yHTH — He MoOrJa,
ceJla Ha 3eMJ10, HHYero He noMHA. MaTb mpuuwna 3a Hel
H, 3aCTaB 3TH cJe3bl, caMa Hcnyrasaacb, caMma nosesna ee
B KOMHAaThI.

— Tbl yero? pa uro ¢ TO60i, AneHa,— a? AseHywika?

[Tenares CemeHoBHa 3aMeTH/a LIENOTOM MaMeHbKe, YToO,
JAOJXKHO 6biTb, 6apbllIHA y3HAJla O XKEHHXe, ycablllajaa Kak-
HHO6YAb, H OTTOTO — JeJ0 JeBHYbe — yOHBaeTcs.

— W npaBaa,— ckaszana MaMmeHbKa,— Aypoyka Tbl
MOSl, Tbl NMOAH CIOAA... HY MOAH.
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Jlenexbka Bbll/IA M3-32 NeperopoiakH, rae Jexxana.

— Tbl o Buktope MapTbiHbiue cabiliaja, 4To JH?

— Heuero, rony6uuk, naakaTb, Kak ecTb Kpacasel
MY>XUHHA,— MPHMOJIBHJA TOCTbA.

— W yenoBek npekpacHeHWHH, C JOCTATKOM; Noau 6apbl-
HeH XKHTb 6yRewb. 310 Hano rocnoaa 6ora 6A4roaapHTh, UTO
TAaKOro coXHureas nocwinaer. CaMa-to Thl UTo Takoe? Beab B
JI0AH MoKa3aTb Te6s COBeCTHO: 3TO Hald TOOOH MHJOcepaHe
60xHe. Hero peserb? PaHo eule Hauaaa; Aai BOT ycneHbes
NeHb npoiaetr, ydH rocnoguH PapdopoB noayuur, a Tebe
LIecTHaAUaTb CPaBHAETCSH, BOT TOr4a XOTb LeJblH A€Hb KPHUH.
A Tbl XOTb KPHUH He KDHUH, 2 51 BCe-TAaKH oTAaM. §1 BOT oTUY
CKaxy, Aah ewe! Koo Tbl ceiluac y MEHsS, AYXOM, He 3a-
moauuulb. OTel He MOWYTHT; Thi €ro clle He 3Haellb.

~— A BOT K TOMY CPOKY KpecTHasi MaMeHbKa H3 Cankr-[le-
tepOypra Oypaecya nNpHLUNeT: Mbl TOTda NJaTbe MOABEHeY-
Hoe caeaaeM,— ¢¢a! ¢ 0060pKaMH,-— BCTYMHJIAChb TOCTbS.

— Bbl, MaMeHbKa, Mo)eTe MeHf YOHTb Ha MecTe, HO
A He nokay 3a PapgopoBa! — Bbiropopuaa JleneHbka ouyeHb
TBEP.10...

Xin

ITOMYy Npoul1o BOCEMb JeT.

B nosoBHHe nocneaHero aBrycrta, B OAHH CBeTJ/blH, Ten-
JAbli JeHb, Kakue caydatotcs B [letepOypre npea Hauanom oce-
HH, B 3a.]ax IJpMHTaxa 6bl10 0OCOGEHHO MHOTO MOCeTHTeJNeH.
HapsaHbie nambi, yaHBAAIOWHE WHPHHOH CBOMX KPHHOJHH,
cnejeHyTble B KpyrJble MAHTH/bH, HHUEMY He YAHBJASAIOLLIHECHA
JeBHUbl, CTAHYTble A0 HENOABHXXHOCTH B MOAHbIX Ka3akax H
nojatollHe NPH3HAK XH3HH TONbKO [JOBOJbBHO HErapMOHHY-
HbIM CTYKOM KabJyKOB 110 MpaMopy H napkety; 6aecTsillHe H
JOBOJIbHO LIYMHble IOHOWIH, CMNYTHHKH 3THX JaM H [AeBHL;
JaMbl MeHee HapsilHble, HO C 3aMeTHbIM TpebOBaHHeM Npas Ha
3HaHHEe H MOHHMaHHe, C TPOMKHM BOCTOProM fpej HMEHaMH;
MPH HUX AEBHIbI, HECKOJNbKO IPYCTHbIC, H J€TH, HECKOJ/bKO 3a-
nyraHHble, H MOYTH BCEraa HX CNYTHHK, OODBACHAIOWHMHE npea-
MeTbl HCKYCCTBa C BHAOM 3HAaTOKa, C YBEPEHHOCTbIO aBTOPH-
TeTa, OYeHb NMPOCTPAHHO H He BCeraa MOHSITHO; MPOBHHUHAJb
H NPOBHHUHAJKH C HEMPHTBODHBIM YMHJEHHEM H 3aM034aJbl-
MH Tya.eTaMH; NpoCThle JIOAH — MelllaHe, NaKeH, MacTepo-
Bble, rnepexoasiliHe OT KAPTHHBI K KAPTHHC H OT CTAaTyH K CTa-

" lweakosoe Tpanbe (oT @pany. bourre de soic).
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Tye, HeMpeMeHHO Bcell CBOel KOMMaHHeH B NATb UeJOBeK, He-
pa3 nenbHO, 10BOJIbHble O6BbACHEHHEM KaMep-Jakes; rocrnoja
OuYeHb MOPALOYHbIE H OUeHb Cepbe3Hble, BABOEM, pelKO BTPO-
€M, HeTOpOMJHBble, CMOTPSALLHE 10ro Ha uYTo-HHOYyaAb OIHO,
BO3Bpalllalollliecsi H3 JaJjbHHX 3aJ K TOMY, 4To 06paTHJIO Ha
ce6s uX BHHMaHHe, H rOBOPsALIHE Mexy co60I0 TaK THXO, TaK
OJKHBJIEHHO H C BHJa TaK JAeJbHO, YTO HEBOJIbHO 3aCTaBJAIOT
OrNsiAbIBaTbCA XyAOMHHKOB, KOTOpble C CBOHMH MoJbbepra-
MH, TabypeTaMH H XO3RHCTBAMH KHCTEH H KPacCOK NOMECTH-
JIHCb OKOJIO CTE€H H MPHJEXHO TPYAATCH, KOMHPYA BeJNHKHe
npousBeleHHs. XyAOXKHHKAM Hepelko 6ela OT noceTHTejel;
Moab0OepT nepel KapTHHOH Bbl3biBaeT JIOGONBITCTBO AaXe ca-
MbIX PaBHOAYLIHBIX, B OCOGEHHOCTH JaM; BCe HenmpeMeHHO XO-
TAT BHAETb TO, HAa YTO, He 6yab MoabbepTa, MOXKeT ObiTb, H He
B3rMsAAHYyJAH Obl. YUTHBOCTb TpeGyeT MOCTOPOHHTBCHA; €cJH
MOXHO OGOHTHCb 6€3 3TOro, NPHXOAHTCS BbICAYLIHBATb Hal
CBOEH roJIOBOH 3aMeyaHHs, TOJKH, noayac H 3a6aBHble, Bcer-
na HapoeuwHe... Ho BMecte — M 6GpoasiliHe H TOJKYOLULIHe
NOCeTHTeJNH, H TPYASiLUHEeCS XYAOXHHKH — B CBeT/blil JeHb
OXHBJSAIOT 3TH NpeJecTHbIe 3a/bl; YUyAeca HCKYCCTBA CHHCXO-
JHTeJbHO CMOTPAT C TEMHO-KPACHbIX CTeH Ha MOCBALLEHHbIX H
HEeMOCBSALIEHHbIX; KpAacoTa paBHO CHsleT AJ5 BCeX CBOHMH Beu-
HbIMH Oo6pa3aMH KaK HeuTO Bbicuiee, NPoOllas H CJAOBO NpO-
¢aHa, H 3aMeTKy YMHHKA, H OTBary y4eHHKa-KOMHPOBIUHKA.

B ucnaHnckoit 3ane 6poana Mosoao# 4venoBeK; OH 6bla
COBCeM OJHH H, Ka3aJjocb, He BCTpeyas] 3HAKOMbIX, NOTOMY
4YTO He 3aroBOPHJ HH ¢ KeM, o60iias Becb dpmutax... Cra-
HOBHJIOCb YXX€ MO3JHO, noceTuTesel 6bl10 BCe MeHblue; OHH
YXOAHJIH HJH B rajeped aparoueHHocTed, HJAH BHH3, K CTa-
TyssM. CKOpO B HCHAaHCKOH 3ajle OCTaJHCb TOJbKO Kamep-
JlaKeH y ABepH, ABa-TPH XYAOXKHHKA 32 paboTOH Aa MOJIOAOH
4yeJOBeK; B THIUHHE CJbIWAJHCh LWArH TeX, KTO MPOXOIHJ
pPAAOM MO KOpPHAOPY, JIeTKHH LWOPOX ynaBlied KHCTH, Wyp-
liaHbe KOCTAHOrO HOXa O MaJUTPy; CONHUE 0CO6eHHO MATKO
CBeTHJIO CKBO3b MapyCHHY B CTeKJSIHHbIH MOTOJOK H pac-
CbiMa/lo HCKPbl Ha 30JI0Tble paMbl, BblaaBano OJeaHble JHLa
Ha TeMHbIX NOJOTHaX. MOJIOAOH Yel0BeK NMPHCAOHHJCH K Ba3se
u3 lapis lazuri B cpeauHe 3aabl, BbiGpaB MecTo, ¢ KO-
TOPOro MOXXHO 6blj0 Jyulie BHAeTb MajeHbKoro «HMoanHa ¢
ariueM» MypHuabo, KapTHHY, BEYHO 3aKPbITYI0 CTAHKAMH KO-
nupyowrx. M tenepb NpoTHB Hee CTOSN CTAHOK, HO, K yAO-
BOJIbCTBHIO 3pHTeNs], XyNOXHHKa He 6bli0. Mosnonoi yenoBek
nepeHoCH CBOH B3rIsAA C 3TOH KapTHHBI HA APYrylo, NOYTH pA-
noM, Toe Mypuabo: «ManeHbkuit XpHCTOC H MaJsleHbKHH

146



Hoaun», nporarusatouse apyr Apyry pyukH, 4To6 oGHATHCA.
BuaHo 6bl10, UTO OH CpaBHHBAeT H M3 ABYX JIOGHMBIX Kap-
THH Bbi6HpaeT GoJee Jo6uMyl. OH, Ka3a/a0Cb, PeLIHACH H
nepeuiesl HeCKOJbKO LWIAroB HaJjaeBO, uTo6 BHAeTb O6JHXKe
MOCJEdHIO; IMPOTHB Hee CTOAJ TOXe CTAHOK, HO, K
CyacTblo, He 3aKpbiBaJa ee. BoxkecTBeHHble JHuUa AeTell C HX
NOOPOTOH, HEXHOCTbIO, JIJACKOH, KpyrJieHbKHe, Becejble ro-
JIOBKH aHresoB B o6Jake, pe3Bbii AITHEHOK B YAy KapTHHbI
BbI3bIBAJIH YX€ He BOCTOpr, Ho 6o0Jee — YYBCTBO KaKoOH-TO
NPUMHpAIOWER paaoOCTH Ha JHLO MOJ0AOro yejnoBeka. OH
CMOTpeJI, He 3aMeyas, YTO Ha Hero ToXe CMOTPAT, H MOYTH
TaK )K€ BHHMaTeJbHO. 3a Moab6epTOM, Npejl KapTHHOH, CH-
Jesa XYAOXHHLA; OHA YXKe HeCcKOJbKO pa3 orJsabliBajnach
Ha MOJIOAOTO 4Yesq0BeKa, MOKa OH MPOXOAMJ, CTOSJ Y Basbl;
HO TYT, KOTj1a, CTaB MOYTH 33 ee MJeuyaMH, oH 3a6blics, CO-
3epuass MypHabo, oHa ob6epHysnacb COBCeEM M CMOTpeja
eMy B JIHLO.

— Monsieur BepeTHubliH, ecaH He OWHOAIOCH? — CKa-
3aja oHa.

OH orBes1 rn1asa OT KapTHHBI.

— Madame... mademoiselle...

— JleneHbka,— g0cKa3ana OHaA H MPOTAAHYJA PYKY.

— Bbl! — noutH BcKpHUaa OH.

— He 3a6bin?

— Ilomnio, xopouwo nomHio! Ho... He MoxeT 6biTb... Kak
XKe 3TO Bbl 31eCb?..

— Kak Buaute. CsanbTe, noka s npubepy narutpy.

Ona nokasbiBasia Ha 6apxaTHbll AMBaH MOJ KapTHHOM.

— 3710 Bbll..— NOBTOPHA H3yMJeHHbIH BepeTHublH.—
Ho kxak Xe 310 cayuuaocb?.. Ho Bbl noutH He nepeme-
HHAHCb... CKOMbKO JeT...

— Bocemb ser. 51 BoceMb JsieT XKHBY Y TeTKH, 3.1€Cb.

— B TIletep6ypre?. 51 cam yxe aBa roma 3aechb.

— UYro nenaere?

— Cayxy, yuy IOHOWECTBO.

— [lpekpacno. A a yuycs.

— W Bot kakue ycnex.

— [a, 3Toro, KOHe4HO, i He MorJa OT ce6si 0XHIaTb
taM, B N. Kak Bbl oTTyaa H36aBHJIHCH?

— HakoHeu BbINyCTHAH, ¢ roa AO6GHBAJCA MecTa —
HakoHell HawesJ. Ho BaM Kak B3AyMaJ/ioCcb NepeceiHTbCHA?

— $1 nymalo,— Bo3pasdsia OHa, YJAbIGHYBLIHCH,— UTO
N-cKHi1 BO31yX BCAKOMY HE310pOB, H BCAKHH Aas cebs 0J-
XKEH CTapaTbCsl H3 Hero BbIpBaTbCcAA. ¥ MO KpaiHed Mepe
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nana cefe cJ0BO HHKoraa Gosbliue TyAa He 3arisiibiBaTh.

Ee rnasa 3acBeTH/iHcb H HaNMOMHHJIH BepeTuubiHy npex-
HIOI0 JleneHbKy, ee NeTCKHH THeB, HX CBHAAHHSA uepe3 nJe-
TeHb. JlesleHbka B CaMOM JeJie MaJo BbIpOCJad, MaJo nepeme-
HHJACb JIHLIOM, ee, CKOpee, H3MEHHJH Hapsil H rpalHo3Has
npHyecka; Ho BepeTHLbIHY N0OKa3a/10Ch HEJIOBKO CKa3aTb NpA-
MO, YTO OH MOAYMaJ Ha ee NOCJeLHHEe CJO0BA, H OH CIIPOCH.I
TOJIbKO:

— A Baw oreu u Matb?

— JKuBbl, TaM. Bl xeHaTbl, Anekcauap MBanosnu?

— Her. Bbl — 3amyxem, Enena?..

— BacuabeBna. Her. Kak Bbl pacnosaraeTe BalIHM
JlHeM CeroaHsA? cBOOGOHbI Bbl?

— JHo -Beuepa. Beuepom y MeHA ny6JHYHas JeKLHA.

— O, B Kakoit Bbl yecTH! Kak e s He 3Hana? [ne 3to?

— B oaHom yuuanute, Ha Bacuabesckom OcTposy.

— A 5 xuBy Ha BacusnbesckoM OcTpoBy; KakK e 51 He
3Hasna? Crano 6blTb, HE1aBHO?

— $1 HauuHa CerofHs.

— Tenepb MHe nopa aomoii. Tlofinemrte BmecTe; obeaaiite
y Hac H BeyepoM HIMTe Ha Bally JeKUHIO. XOTHTe?

— OueHb paa.

JleneHnbka 3anep.Ja cBOH ALUKK C KPACKAMH, B3TJIsiHY/1a Ha
BepetuubiHa u ynbiGHysnach.

— $1 mHoro nepemenuacs, Eneda BacuabeBHna?

— Tlocrapenn. [lofinemTe... OX, BOT 3TO CKYYHO HeCTH!

OHa nonosBasna KaMmep-sakes H NOpyyHsaa eMmMy cnpsitath
[0 3aBTPa CKJIAHKH C MacJjaom.

— Bwbl 3pech npuBbikaH, 6yATo aoma,— 3ameTHa Bepe-
THIbIH.

— 9 uenbiét ron BCAKHA AeHb 34€Chb.

— Hasyuaere?

— [Ha, u xonupyto Ha 3aka3. 5 paboTai,— NOrOBOpPHIA
OHa, noka Bepertnubld Ha npoulaHbe 3arJAHYN Ha AOMEHHKH-
HOBCKOTO «AMypa» B [BepsX HTAJAbSHCKOH 3a/bl Y BbiXO1a
B KOPHIOP.

— Tlonepxure, s noilay 3a wWAANKOH,— cKa3ana eMmy
JlesneHbka, OTAEB €My SILLHK, KOTAd OHH CNYCTHJHCb C JecT-
HHLbl, H ylaa B 6GOKOBYIO KOMHATy.

BepeTHublH, cTOf B CEHSIX, CMOTpeJN Ha BEJHKOJENHYIO
6esylo MpaMOpHYIO JIeCTHHLY C KOJIOHHAa/0H BBEPXY; B OTBO-
PEHHYIO BEpXHIOIO [ABeDb BHAHENACb KpPAacHas CTeHA HTalb-
SIHCKOM 3aJbl H «ManoHHa» AHapea penb-Capro. [leuanbuas,
OHa CMOTPHT NMPSMO, MeXAYy TeM KaK MJaaleHel OoTBepHy.acs,
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PHBCTaJ Ha ee KOJIeHsIX; ee B3IJsiL NMPOBOXAaeT TeX, KTO
YXODHT... '

— Bbl siobuTe HCKyccTBO? — cKasasa, BopoTsich, Jle-
JeHbka.— [loueMy »xe Bbl He OblBaeTe 3aecb ualle?

— Hekorna.

— Beceuso, korpa MHoro pesna! — npoaoJKana oHa, c6e-
ras c noabesna.— Kakoe npenectHoe Bpemsi! BoiitaeM ckopee
Ha HafepexxHyio, Hanpaso.

BeperHubiH wea Mmoaya. Yem OGosblue OH CMOTpeJ Ha
JlesieHbKy, TeM 6GoJblle ero yauBJsA/la — He HEOXKHAAHHOCTb
BCTpeUYH, He pe3Kas MPOTHBOMNOJOMXHOCTb C MPOLIEALINM,
KOTOpPOe B 3TH MHHYTbI TaK SICHO BCINOMHHJOCb €My, MHOTO
NPOCTHBIIEMY B NpOLUeLlIeM: ero yAuB/sjaa NepeMeHa 3TOH
IleBYLUKH, JOBKOH, cMeJsol, yBepeHHOH B cebe.

«BoT Kak Bbipacraior!» — noaymas oH, HEeBOJbHO HaKJO-
HAISl TOJIOBY.

JleneHbKa 06GJOKOTHACh HA FPAHHT H CMOTpe/a B BOAY;
BepeTHubin caenan to xe.

— Tak-to, 6bIBasNo, y NJeTHs,— cKa3aJj OH.

— Jla; HO TOJABKO Mbl HHKOrAa He CTOAJAH pagom! —
BO3pa3u/a oHa M 3acMmessacb.— Kak aaBHo, 3T0 yxac! 4To
3a aukoe Bpemsa! I[lomHuTe, Bbl yacTo OblBanH He B AyXe.
drtoro Tenepb He GbiBaeT?

— [louemy X He 6bITb?

— Tenepb, koraa y Bac 3aHATHA, pabora, Koraa Bbl
HHKOMY He 00fi3aHbl, KOrpa Bbl MOJe3Hbl, CAMOCTOATE/b-
Hbl,— $1 3TOr0 He NMOHHUMalo!

— UYro X npenatb! a TaK ecThb.

— ITo noyemy xe?

— MHe TpUALATb ueTbipe, a He ABaAllaTb uYeThbipe
rona, Enena BacuabeBHa.

— He pe3on,— Bo3pa3uaa oHa, NoKauyaB TroJIOBOH.

— Her, peson. B MosonoctH cBepHysno HeoHAAHHOe,
He3ac/JyXeHHOe HecyacTbe H TOMHJO ceMb JeT. Jlerko
CKasaTb: OTHATb Yy uejoBeka ceMmb Jet! Jlyuwiue roabl Xu3-
HH 6e3 jaena, 6e3 KHHUr. Bbor 3Haer B Kakom ofuiecTBe, 6e3
npaBa AyMaTb, He ToJabKO roBopHTb! Hano ucnmiTats,
KaKOBO 3TO, YTOO CYRHTb, JIeTKO JIH, MOXXHO JIH ONPaBHTbCA
OoT 3TOro... Bol camu ckasaan: ankoe Bpemsa! $, noaxHo
ObITb, elle M3 KPenKHX, MOTOMY UTO BbIHEC M3 Hero TOJbKO
Xequyb Aa XaHADY.

Ona Bce Kayasna rosoBoil H yJabi6asach.

— W B npaBHIbHO NPOXHTOH XH3HH,— NPOROJKAA
BepeTHliblH,— ecaH ¢ MOJOBHHBI ONVISHYTbCA Ha MOJOAOCTD,

149



HabepeTcs BEJHKHI HeJOoueT B OCYLIECTBJEHHH Pa3HbiX Ha-
JeX[1, HAeanoB, @ yX B TAKOH-TO XH3HH...

OH ocTaHoBHJCH.

— Bbi cmeertech, Enena Bacuabepna?

— 51 3TOro OKOHYaTe/JbHO He IOHHMalo,— BO3pa3uJja
OHa, NMOJHAB CHOBA HA PYKH CBOH TAXeJblH fILLHK,— He 6ec-
nokoiitecb, A AoHecy: si He J106J10 OLONKATbCA APYTHMH,
KOria Mory cienatb cama...

— Crapoe npaBHJO TOBODHT: «He JeJaH caM TOro, 4To
MOXelllb 33CTaBHTb Cle]aTb APYFHX»,— BO3pPa3HJ, CMesCh,
BepeTnubi,— oraaiite MHe SILIHK.

— O, Baw crapbie npaBuaal — npepBana oHa yxe 6e3
IWYTKH H ¢ ocoGeHHbIM yBJedeHHeM.— OT HHX Bce Halle
3J10, BCe HecyacCTbe Hallero nokoJeHusi! Bbl HX noanepxu-
BaJlH, Bbl HM TOKODSIJIHCb, Bbl AOBEeJH A0 TOTO, YTO Mbl NPH-
" HYX/JeHbl 6UTbcAA, CTpafaTb, 4ToO BbIPBATbCHA H3-NMOJ 3TOrO
THeTa H BbipaboTaTb cefe KaKylo-HHOYAb BO3MOXHOCTb XHTb
nojerye!.. Bol roBopurte, 4yto Bam OblIO THAXKEJO H Tenepb
TAXeJNO, UTO Bbl JIOAH CJAOMaHHble. A 3ayeM Bbl JOMYCTHJH
cJoMaTtbh ce6s? 3auyeM Bbl He OTKAa3aJ/HCb OT BalIHX Tpeld-
paccyakoB, He no6elHad Bauled caabOCTH, He TPYIAHJHCH
3HepruyHee? BaMm cKyuHO, y Bac »ea4b, XaHApA, NOTOMY UTO
BaM BCe )KaJjb Yero-to, BCIIOMHHAeTCHi 4YTO-TO, XOTea0Cb Obl
c6epeub uTO-HHOGYAb CTapoe, K ueMy Bbl NpHBbIKAH! Bbl BCe
TOCKOBaJIH 13 MeuTaJH M OO6JEeHHJHCb A0 HEBO3MOXHOCTH
TPYAHTHCA...

— «Tbl Bce mesa, 370 ageno!» — npepan BepeTHubiH,—
H MOJIOL0O€e MOKOJeHHe NOCOoBeTyeT HaM MJAsAcaTb?

— Monogoe nokoseHHe He 3TOHCTbl,— OTBeYaJa OHa,
CMYTSICb H 06HAACH, KaK npexHas JleneHbka.

— Jla Beaib W cTapoe He BCe TOJbKO TOCKOBaJO Ja
MeuTano,— BO3pa3na BepeTuubiH.— Xopowo BaM, CBEXHM
JepeBbsiM, HO He O6paHHTe HAAJOMJEHHbIX, KOTOPbIM 60JbHO
BO BCSIKylo norody... Mbl ¢uaocopcrsyem, Enena Bacuab-
eBHa.

— U paxe nycTHAHCb B N033HI0,— NpHOaBHIa OHA.

— O, Bpems! y njeTHs 3TOro He 6blBajO: Bbl HaCJ/JaX-
NaHCb, Kaxercs, XepacKOBbIM...

— A, uto 3a nyctaku! He moxer 6niTh!.. Her, 3naere,
sl OYeHb paja, YTO BCTPeTHJAA Bac; s Bac NMOMHIO, HO TOro
BpeMeHH s He Xo4y BCNOMHHaTb. [lepen MOMMH raasamu
NpeACTaB/sieTCsl CTONbKO HeenocTH... [Ipowao — H KonueHo!
Sl )KUBY HaCTOSILIMM.
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— Mexay npouum, B HacTOALLEM, CKaXKHTe MHe O Ballef
TeTYLIKe: Bbl BeleTe MEHA 3HAKOMHTb.

— Mos Terywka aobpasi ¥ yMHasi JKeHUIMHA, Obl1a
3aMy>KeM 3@ YMHbIM, XOpOLO O6pPa30BaHHbIM UYEJOBEKOM,
npHexaJda ¢ HHM Cl0Aa W A5 Hero nocrapajacb o6paso-
BaTbheA. $I cTaBalo et 3To B orpoMHyio 3acayry. OHa npu-
exaJsia 3a MHoi B N H B3si1a MeHs K ceGe B TO Xe J1eTo, B KO-
TOpoe Mbl ¢ BaMH BHAaJHcb. B goMe, rae oHa XHBeT, ecTb
XOPOLIHHA MaHCHOH; OHA NOCbL1aja MEeHSl YYHTbCA; Yy MeHS
3aMeTHJH CMOCOGHOCTb K JKHBOMHCH; $1 cTajna XOAHTb B
PHCOBAJIbHYIO LWIKOJY — H BOT, BHAHTEe, NMHWY B DpMHTaXe.
1 3Hai0 TpH HHOCTpaHHble 3blKa, NepeBOXKY H JAenalo
KOMITHJSILHH. DTHM Al 3apabaThiBaio CTObKO, YTO, MOTY CKa-
3aTb, A He JHIWHAA TArOCTb B JAOMe: MOsl TeTKa HeGorara.
Hauwe o6uiectBo — npodeccopa NaHCHOHA, Tile A YYHJach,
HX CeMeHCTBa, XYIOXHHKH, BCe JIOAH 3aHATbIC, H MOTOMY
BCSIKOMY [OpOrH CBOGOAHbBIE Yachl H BCe CTApAlOTCA MNpo-
BeCTH WX npusitHo. Pa3 B Heaeaio cobupaioTcs y MeHS.
[Mpuxoanre.

BepernubiH no6aarogapia NOKJOHOM.

— Tak BaM XHBETCA JIerko? — CMPOCHA OH.

— Ewe 6bi! fl cBo6onHa! — oTBeuana Jlenenbka.— 1 HH-
KOMYy HHYyeM He o6sa3aHa. TeTka, npaBja, Aana MHe BOC-
NMHTaHHe, HO, HMes CpeACTBa, OHA AOJKHa Oblaa 3TO che-
JaThb, H A1 UMeJa npaBo NpHHATb. Ho ¢ Tex nop, kak s Mory
TPYAHTbCA, A TPYXycb AN ceba: A ed HHYEro He CTOIO.
51 3apaGoTbiBalo ga)e CBOH YAOBOJbLCTBHA: HanpHmep,
aBa rona a6oHHpoBanach Ha O4HO MECTO B rajepee, B onepy;
Ha HbIHEWHHHA roj TeTKa B3AyMaJsa CAe/aTb MHe CIOpPNpH3
H 3anjartuaa 3a MeHA. Sl HHYero eil He cKasaja, HO npo-
fana cBolo KonHio ¢ I'pe3a u B3sAaa Ha Apyroi abGoOHEMEHT
A48 Hee W Aas ce6s JBa MecTa B JOXe Y 3HAKOMbIX, Nod
npeajoroM, 4To Xouy caywartb onepy aBa pasa. OHa,
OLHAKO, NOHAMA, YTO He J0/MXKHA CTeCHATb MEeHA, AaxKe AyMas
caenartb MHe NMpHATHoe... Bbl xonHTe B onepy?

— Penko. Hekoraa.

— Ecau xopolweHbKO paccuecTb BpeMs, TO €ro AOCTa-
HeT,— npojoJxaJna Jlerenbka.— BoT u Hawa kBapTHpa. Bbl
3aNOMHHJH Jopory?

OHa BowJsa H Hayaja NOJHMMATbCA OYeHb BbLICOKO MO
JNeCTHHUE OAHOro W3 BblcoualwHx aoMoB CpeiaHero npo-
cnekta. BepeTHublH wesa 3a Hew. IJTOro BOCXOXKIEHHS
He.1b3Al ObiI0 He 3anoMHHTb, H BepeTHuUbIHY npHwao Ha
Mblcab, YTO JleseHbKe Jayulue 6bl CJef0BaJO CKa3aTb: «MH-
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JIOCTH TMPOCHM®» H TE€M IMONPOCHTb XOTS TEPNEeHHSA Yy ToCTH.

Jlenenbka no3poHuaa. ['opHHUHasA OTBOpH/IA HM H B3faa
nanbto BepetHubiHa.

— Enenbl 'aBpHiOBHBI fOMa HeT,— CKa3aja OHa.

— [aBHo?

— JaBHo. OHa ckasaaa, uTo obefaeT B rocTdx, a Beuye-
pom B TeaTpe, H uTO6 Bbl NpHExaJH B TeaTp, €CAH YroaHo;
TaM OHAa OCTaBHJa 3alHCKY.

— MHe He yroaHo,— orBeuasna JleneHbka.— JlaBaiite
o6enarts.

Oua npurnacuna BepernubiHa BoiTH. [lpHemHas kom-
HaTa Gbina MHJI0 yOpaHa, CO MHOXECTBOM 3eJeHH B yraax
H Ha OKHax; JlejeHbKy XAas HAaKpbITHIH CTOJ; rOpHHUHas
nocrasusa npu6op ans BepeTHubiHa.

— CanauTtecb, 1 o4YeHb rosnoaHa,— ckasaaa emy Jle-
JIeHbKa.

O6enas, oHa noTsHy a ¢ GAHXKHErO CTOJA JHCT ra3eThl H
4yHTaJjsa BCJAyX, OTPbIBKAMH; 3aBA3aJCA O4eHb XHBOH pas-
ropop 00 HTaAbAHCKOH BOHHE H HTaJbAHCKOH cBoObGOIE.
Jlenenbka 3Hasa M TNMOCTOSIHHO 4MTana oveHb MHoro. OGen
npoiles He3aMeTHO B 3THX ToJKax. CBeT/biH leHb K Beuepy
BHIKA3aJICA OCEHHHM: KycoueK He6a Hal Tpy6GamMHu cocelHero
aoma no6JjenHes H NMPHMEPKHYJ, OKHA 3aTYMaHHJIHCb.

— T[lofineMTe Ko MHe,— cKa3ana Jlenenbka, BcTaBaf H3-
3a cTOMa,— 51 BeJO 3aTOMHTb KaMHH; Mbl HaroBOPHJIHCb 06
Hrtanuu, a Tam 1 3uMOil He xoJ0AHee 3TOTO.

Psinom ¢ npuemMno#i O6bl1a ee KOMHaTa, TOCTHHaf,
macrepckas, kabuHer,— Bce Bmecrte. Ilo cTeHam G6biio He-
CKOJIbKO KapTHH B pamax, Ha MOJy HEKOHYeHble 3TIOAbl H
NnoJsIoTHa, oO6epHyTble H3HAHKOHW; Ha MoJbbepTe HauaTbli
NopTpeT, BEPOATHO, TETKH; MaJHTpa KOKeTJHBO BHcCeJla HA
pe3b6e 3epkasa; THNCOBble GIOCTbl, CTATY3TKH, CAENMKH C
aHTHYHBIX TFOJI0B 6blAH paccTaBJ/J€eHbl HA MONOUKax H Tymbax.
Boabuo# nucbMeHHbIR CTO1 H 1BE 3Ta)KepKH B yraax GbliH
NOJIHbI KHHT; K KAMHHY YIOTHO CABHHYTa KylIeTKa H HeCKOJb-
KO MArkHx Kpecesa. ToabKO OLHH 3TOT YroJlOK HamnoMHHaJ
06 oTAbiXe; BCce oCTaJbHOE TBEPAHJNO 00 yCHJeHHOH, Gecrnpe-
PbIBHOM, N0 Yacam paccyHTaHHOR pabote. JleneHbKa B caMOM
lese B3rjasHyJa Ha 4yachl.

— $1 BaM nam uyalo,— cka3ana oHa BeperTHubiHy Ha no-
pore © yuaa, NpelocTaBHB eMy BONHTH, eCjaH XoueT.

Boporsch, oHa 3acTana ero cpefid KOMHaTbl: OH OCMaTpH-
BaJICs Kpyrom.

— He npaBsna au, y MeHst HeaypHO? — clipocHsia OHa.—
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X03filHH aoMa O6bl1 Tak alo6e3eH, YTO, 10 MOEMY KEeJaHHIo,
HaKJeHJ 3aech KpacHble 0604 — caaboe noapaxkaHHe 3aJgam
Spmutaxa! 3aTo No BTOPHHKAM, KOrjla y MeHsl dewepa H A
OCBellald a Eiorno,— BbIXOAHT BeJHKOJeNnHo... Bbl 3a-
yMaJIHCb, KaK 3TO BbIXOJHT BeJHKOJNENHO?

— CkaxHuTe, Bbl JH 3TO? — npepBas BepeTHUbIH.—
[IpaBo, MHHyTaMH s1 He Bepl rjazaM! 3TO nepepoxpe-
HHe!

— UYro Xe TyT oco6eHHOro? — BO3pa3HJa OHa C yAHBJe-
HHEM.

— Ho BcnoMHHTEe TOMBKO...

— 5] HHuero He BCNOMMHAlO,— OTBeYasa OHA,— A BaM
yX cKazaJga, kaxertcs? Ecan yx ecTb Ji0asaM oxoTa BCHO-
MHHaATb, TO NMYCTb BCIIOMHHAIOT CBOH XapakTep C AETCTBA, H
TOrfla BCEM CTaHeT SICHO, YTO HHaye H GbiTh HE MOXKeT, KakK
TO, UTO CJyyaeTcsi ¢ HUMH... Ecau Obl BbI MeHs1 3HaJH, Bbl Gbl
He YAHUBASJHCb, 4TO 1 cO6pocHaa ¢ ce6f CBOe Mo H He
XO4y O HeM MOMHHTb.

— [Ma, Bam TAXeJO, TPYLHO...

— Bbt aymaere o Moe# cembe? — npepBana oHa.— Hu-
yero He TsAXeno W He TpyaHo! 51 He momHio, 4TO6 He Oo6pe-
MEeHAATb MOeH NaMATH; TaK Xe, KakK He I[IOMHIO B3J0pOB,
KOTODble cablliafna, ydrana... BaMm 3to cTpaHHo?

— He cTpaHHO, HO HECKOJNbKO peliHTe/bHO.

— Huckonbko! 310 BeNHKOAYLIHO.

BeperuubiH rasgen Ha Hee, MOKa OHAa NoOMNpasaf/a yrodb
B KaMHHEe; CYMepPKH M OroHb MpPHAABalH CTPaHHBIA CBET
KpacHOH KOMHAaTe; 3TOT CBeT M pe3KHe TEeHH LUJAH K OXHB-
JeHHOMY JHdly aeBylkH. OHa cesna, MOKOHHO CXaBLIHUCh,
B KpecJo; B ee ABHUXEHHSIX H B3Tasje OblIO XKeJaHHe OT-
AblXaTb, HacJaXXAeHHe OTAbiXa, HO He pa3iyMbe.

— Hy, naBaiite BcnoMHHaTbh cTapoe,— cKa3anaa OHa, Mo-
Moauas H yabl6HyBwHch.— Yto mademoiselle Sophie?

— Sophie? — nostopua BepeTHubiH.

— [Ha, Sophie, Copbsi... AnekcanapoBHa... a ¢paMHuIHUs...

— XwmeneBckas,— cKasas BeperuubiH.— [louemy BbI
ee 3HaeTe?

— 9 ee Buamena,— orBeuasa, cMesich, Jlesenbka.— Ho
4TO e 0COGEeHHOro, uTo, KHBA B N, 1 3Ha1d 0 XMeNeBCKOM?..
51 ee Buaena y Bac B caay.

— A!..— ckazan BepeTHlbIH, T4 Ha OTOHb.

— 310, Kaxetcs, 6blna 3aMeuaTesbHas AeBYLIKa, CO-
BEPLUEHCTBO?

— Ha.
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— OG6pa3oBaHHa, TajaHTJAWBaA, YMHa? — MpoAOJaXKaJja
Jlenenbka.— Ckaxknte, rae oHa Ttenepb? B Hawe Bpems,
Koraa...

— U npouee,— noackasan BepeTHubiH.

— Jla,— noatBepauJa, He YJblGHYBIWHCD, JleneHbka,— B
Halle BpeMs TaKas MXEHIIMHA MHOro Obl MorJa cleJ aTb,
NeHCTBOBATb; MEHLIHHA pa3BHTasi, C CBETAbIM B3IJISAA0M, C
ITOA MpaBAOH, KOTOPOH Haao Oblio B HeH YIAHBJAATHLCH, C
HeXEeHCKOH MpAMOTON — He TOJMbKO ee MpHMep, OLHO ee CJo-
Bo... OHna He 3aecb, He B [letep6ypre?

— Her, B gepeBHe. OHa 3aMyxeM.

— 3amyxem! — BckpHuaaa JleseHbka.

— 3amyxeM,— noBTOpHJ BepeTHUbIH.

— Kro % 3TOT cuacTtauBel, KOTOpPHIA YAOCTOHJCS BJja-
eTb 3THM COBEPLUIEHCTBOM?

— Jlo6pbiit Maabiii, N-cKHil TOMELLHK.

Jlenenbka nmpuBCcTana c Mecra.

— Monseuer BepeTHubiH!.. H 3TO COBepLIEHCTBO?..

— DBouee, Hexxenn Korpna-HH6yab,— OTBeyaJ OH THXO, He
CBOAS r/1a3 C OTHA.

— CoBeplIeHCTBO — JKeHILHHA, KOTopas MpojaJja CBOIO
BOJIIO, 6pocHaach B MYCTOTY...

— He npoaana, a Toabko otaana: ee ymoanssa mathb, a
YCTYNHTb OHA MOrJa: OHa HHKOro He Jaobuaa. Ee Mmyx,
4eJIOBEK UECTHbIH, HerJynbii... Hy, KOHEYHO, He NepeloBOH, He
peaTtenb... Jla Beab 4TO XK Bce OTAaBaTb COKpoBHua Gora-
yam: GelHBIM OHH HYXHee.

— UYro x oHa caenana ana 3THX GeaHbIX?

— OHa pana MartepH CNOKOHHBIA YroJ nepei CMepTbio,
MOMHPHJA MY2XKa C ero OTLOM, 3aCTaBH/1a CTapHKa XHTb 6oJee
yesoBeYeCKHM 06pa3oM, Hay4yH/a1a MYXKa 3aHHMATbCSA, CKONbKO
B €ero cpeactsax, Aaja B3AOXHYTb TeM, KTO OT HHX 3a-
BHCeJ...

— O, nmoasuru! — npepsana Jleneuoka.— M TpaTHTbCS
Ha 3TO? Ha YOOpKY CnajbHH ANS MaMeHbKH, Ha ceMelHble
MPHMHPEHHs, Ha YKpolleHHe noboeB! yuuTb MyxXa asbyxe!
M 310 cywecTBy BhiClieMY...

— Komy X, Kak He BbiclueMy? — Bo3pa3ua BepeTHubiH.—
Huswne unu He ymeior, wan Gpesraior! Beicliee To U ecTb,
KOTOpOe »XXepTByeT cOGOH A0 KOHLUA, H TOJbKO XepTBbl
COBEPIUEHCTB BEAYT K YeMY-HHOYIb...

— Heckoabko ThicAY JleT NPOAONKAIOTCA 3TH XKEPTBbl CO-
BeplweHCcTB! — cka3ana Jlenenbka.

— OrToro u cTano nonerye Ternepb, HEXeNH 3a ThiCAYY
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Jget,— otBeyan Bepernubii.— [ToHeMHory, mnoHemHory, HoO
OCTaeTcsi BJHSIHHE, NaMATh...

— YTeuwnTeNbHOE «NOHEMHOTY»! — Bo3pa3usaa JleneHb-
Ka.— DTO MpOCTO OTrOBOPKH, MOABHTH 3TOHCTOB, JIEHHBBIX,
KOTOpbIM He XOueTCsi B3fiTh AeJo noBaxkHee! BoT yBHAHTe,
KOrAa B HecKoJabko Jer Sophie, Bawe coBepuieHcTBo, NpH-
MHPHTCSH, OTYIeEeT...

— Ckopee ympetr! — BckpHuas BepeTHublH.

— A cMepTb K ueMy-HHOYAb cayxuT? Cynpyr Ha Apyro#
XKeHHTCHA, 6aTioOWKa ONATb NMpHMeTcs apaTbesi, o6a BMecTe
6yAyT CMeATbCA Hajl Helo.

— ¥YMepna Ha pabote,— cka3asa BepeTHubiH.

— A cBoGoaHas 6bla 6bl XHUBa, Oblja Obl cuacTauBal

— Kak 310?

— Bot Tak! — orBeyana JleneHbka, MNokKa3aB BOKpYr
ce6d pykow.— Tpyaunacb 6bl a5l Bcex,— Kpyr WHpPOK!

— Bbl 3ameyasd, 4TO Ha BOJe WIHDOKHE KpyrH caabee
MaJIeHbKHX?

— O, 6e3 no3THUECKHX CpaBHeHHH!

— Ho pa3Be 310 (0OH Takxe mnokasasa BOKpyr cebs
pPYyKoio), pa3Be 3TO TpyA Aas Bcex?

— KoHeuHOo, 37O He MHpOBble Tpyabl,— Bo3pa3uaa Jle-
JeHbKa,— HO, CMel0 AyMaTb, 3TO TOXe€ 4acTb TeX TPYAOB;
A BCe-TAaKH NpPHHOWY CBOH BKJAZd, CJAYXY MBICJH...

— Codba yuHT CBOHX aeTeil.

— Bbl noaTH3HpyeTe, NOTOMYy uTO BCe eule Balo6JeHbl B
Hee,— npepBasa JleneHbka, 3acmesiBwHcb.— «Ee 6eno-
Kypasi rojoBKa, HX KyApsBble TOJOBKH..» A B3rJIsiHyTb ¢
HacTosiwed TOUKH 3peHHs, 4TO 310 Takoe? PabcrTBo, ceMbs!..
JKeHlHHA BbiClIAsA MOAYHHEHA KAKOMY-TO 106pOMY MaJioMy,
noXeprBoBaJja cO60H AJA NPHXOTH MaTepH-3TOHCTKH, MDH-
MHDHJA, TO €CTb CBEJa ONATb, ABYX AYPHbIX JIOAEH, YTOOG OHH
BABOeM GoJblie 3;1a Hapenanu! Kak-HHGyab, cpelH cTecHe-
HHH, H3-TIOL HacMelweK nepenaer 4YTo-HHOYAb uesoBeyecKoe
npetam... Ho uenoBeueckoe sH, 3apaBoe au? OHa nepepaer
HM Te e HecyacTHble 3aMoBelH CaMOOTBepXEHHS, OT KO-
TOpbIX nmoru6aer cama! 3anoBeiH MOKOPHOCTH MPOH3BOJY!..
Ona BuHoBara, Bawa Codbsi! OHa CAYXKHT 34y, YUHT 34y,
OHa roToBHT cTpafanuHu! OHa npoJskHa Obl MOHHMATh 3TO...

— OHna H noHMMaeT, YTO Jyylwas MaTb Ta, KOTOpas
yMeeT BOCMHTaTb MYYEHHKOB.

— Ho Bbl aH 3T0? —- 1 cnpowy B CBO oOuepelb,—
BCKpHuana Jlenenbka.— Bbl 3a6bisiH, HO 51 MOMHIO, Bbl NEPBbIH
CKa3a.ilH MHe nepBoe CJOBO CBOOOAbI,— Bbl JH 3TO Tenepb?
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— $1,— orBeyan BepeTHlbiH,— NOMH!O, TOYHO, 51 TOBOPHJI
BaM, HO CJOBO CBOGOAbI, 3 He pa3beAHHEHHS...

— Pa3sbeansenus?

— Jla. Bbl oauu. Bbi 370 noHHWMmaete?

— 3Hato. 1 oana. PasyMHoe cyllecTBo [40JXKHO yMeTb
6biTb OAHO.

— Korna npuBenetcs ocraTbesi 0OAHOMY,— Bo3pa3uJa Be-
PEeTHUbIH,— HO KOrAa ecTb elle JIOAH...

— JlnAa MeHA HMX HeT,— NpepBana OHAa, BCMbIXHYB.—
Bel He 3HasnM TOraa, HO AOraiabiBaTbCA MOTJH, uTO Oblia
MOSl XKH3Hb, KakHe JoAH OblJH cO MHOIl0. Bbl 3acraBuau
MeHsl B nepBbldi pa3 NoHATb HX. $1 BaM Bepuaa.. Bn He
3Haere, 4yto A Bac Jwbuaa? Jla, Kak HHKoraa notom!
$1 noxsna, kKakoe Hro JO60Bb, KAaK OHA 3acTaBjasieT CMOTpeTh
rMa3aMi Apyroro, Hcue3aTb npej BoJeid apyroro. 5 Hukoraa
He moso6ail0 — Hekoraa, rayno. Toraa xotb 6bl10 eule KcTa-
TH: y MeHs sBHJacb cHaa ocBo6oautbesi. Hecnpasensu-
BOCTH, TFOHEHHs HajJ0 MHOH AOWJH A0 KpaiHOocTH. MHe
npeasnaraiau paxe Myxa!.. $I pewunacb 6exaTb. Tenepb
A y6exana O6bl Ha yJHLY — TOrAa s ewe HcKazaa
npuiora. §l HamHcajia K TeTKe; Y MeHsl He 6bli0O TPHBEHHHKA
oTaaTb Ha noyty! HHKOraa He 3a6yLy YHHXXEHHS, UTO 1A
BbINPOCHJIA €ero, CO cJie3aMH, UyTb He C 3eMHbIMH TMOKJOHAaMH,
y pa6otHHubl... He BrnpaBe snn 51 6bina XKeaaTb BbIpBATbCH,
BO3HEHaBHAeTb NaMsATb NpoLlelero?

— Huxkro He BnpaBe ocyaHTb, uTO Bbl 6exanaH. BuipBaTh-
cfl Bbl BNpaBe, HeHaBHAeTb — HHKoraa. EcaH Bbl TOHAJH
6osblue 3THX JloAed, Bbl JLOJXKHbI YMEeTb MPOCTHTb...

— Bbl He TO roBopuau! — npepBana Jlenenbka.— Bbl
NponoBeAOBaNH pa3belAHHeHHe MosHeflwee! JTo nepepoxie-
HHe ToxKe! Bbl au 310? 5 6yay cnpawHBaTh ThicAYy pas...

— $1,— nosTtopus BepeTHUblH,— HO ¢ Tex TOp BpeMeHH
NpoLWIO A0BOJBHO...

— M Bac rona ykpoTu/iH?.. cTapocTb?

— [Ja, c ronamu J104H 1e1aI0TCs THILE...

— Tepnennsee?

— YwmHee.

— O! ecan 6 TOAbKO KTO-HHOYAb, KTO 6 HHOGYAb ceityac
MOBTOPHA BaM TO, 4TO Bbl TFOBOpPHJAH Toraa! — BCKpHyaJa
Jleneubka.

— Kpai#tnoctu? — cnpocuan  oH.— Moxer 6biTh.  Ho
KOrAa OTNYCKaeTCsl HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha pa3MbliJieHHe, MOXHO
paccMoTpeTb, FOASTCA JH KpaHHOCTH. OT HHX yeJOBeK OTKa-
3bIBAETCS HEBOJILHO...
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— H mupurcs?

— Tlpowaer.

— To ectb war Ha3aj, ONfiTb K CTapOMY? — BCKpHuaJa
JleneHbKa.

— 3ayem? [lpocTHTb, He ynpekaTb, He MOMHHTb...

— [a, Moxer 6biTb, 3TO H OYeHb BO3BbILIEHHO,— MNpe-
pBaJa OHa XOJIOAHO,—— HO KTO Obl1 ocKopOJieH, KTO MOHAJ,
uTO caMoMy cebe, TOJIbKO CBOEMY MYXXeCTBY 00fi3aH TeM, UTO
He nana noryOGHThb cebs, TOT He TaK Jerko 3afblBaer, He Tak
Jerko mnpouaer... Ho 3to sauuHOCTH: a0BOJABHO 000 MHe.
51 nokasinach, uTO He AaM 6oJiblle HHKOMY BJACTH HalL co6oio,
uTO He OYLY CJYXHTb 3TOMY BapBAapCKOMY CTapoMYy 3aKOHY
HH MNpHMepoM, HH cJ0BOM... HanportuB, si roBopio BceMm:
JesaiTe Kak si, 0CBOGOXKAAHTeCh BCe, Y KOTO €CTb PYKH H
tBepaas Boasi! )KHBHTe OAHH — BOT XH3Hb: paboTa, 3HaHHE
H cBoboja...

— A Ha f0J10 cepaLa 4TO OCTAHeTCS? — CHPOCHJ THXO
BepeTHubiH.

— Bbl cuactauBbl ¢ BalUHM cepiueM? — CAPOCHJAA OHa
HaCMeLUJTHBO.

— Ila 1 Bbl He6JaronoJyuyHbl,— BO3pa3HJa OH,— Y Hac
OHO XOTb H OOJIHT, HO €CTb, @ Y BacC HeT ero.

— «Y Hac»? — nostopuaa Jleneuoka,— y Bac H Sophie?

— Bbl ee He moHHMaeTe,— THXO BO3pa3uJs BepeTHublH,—
He cMelTech. Bbl 30BeTe Bcex Ha cBo60O4Yy, H MO BAalUHM
y6ex1eHHAM, KOTOpble, TOYHO, AOCTAJHCb BaM He JIerKo,
C Balled TOUYKH 3peHHd, BO MHOIOM TOX€ BEPHOH — BHI
npaBel. Ho no cosepweHctBa CodbH Bam paneko! Bo
3apa6orbiBaete cebe Jerko, 06e3 cTpalaHHs, I[OKOHHOe
XKHTbe-ObiTbe, YNOBOJbCTBHE, INPHSI3Hb BAalUero KpyXKa;
MEXAY 3THM [€JOM Bbl C/1yXKHTe H 06LLeCTBY OYeHb NPHATHOR
cayx6oi. Baw Tpya — ellie BNOJOBHHY TPyl — H MeHbLUIE...
Co¢bs B3sina Becb cBOH. OHa mowsa yuyHTb 106py H mpaBae
6e3 yBepeHHOCTH B yclexe, TOJNbKO C BepoH B CBOe [€JO.
OHa nowaa Ha rpy6ocTb, 3rou3Mm, noayo6pa3oBaHue,
OCKOpOJIeHHe, XKeCTOKOCTb, MOLu/a, KAaK IUJIH MYYEeHHUbl Ha
HCroBegaHHe H CMepTh! DTO KOHEYHOe HCMOJNHeHHe O6GA3aH-
HOCTH, KOTOPY!O HaJaraeT CO3HaHHe HCTHHbI H Xkaxaa pob6pa!
B Haw Bek Her noaBura Boiwe. OH paxe He o6pasel:
3a HEro MOXeT B3fAITbCA TOJbKO Ta KeHUIHHA, KOTopas
3axoyeT BbICIIEro COBepLIEHCTBA, KOTOpasi [MOUYyBCTBYeT
B ce6e CHAY CJYXHTb NnpaBjie, CBOEMY BEPOBAHHIO, CJYXHTb
BO BCeil MOJIHOTE, OXOTHO, PajOCTHO, 3a6uiBas cebsi... Bu
yAHBJAsSETeCh CeCTpaM MHJocepaHs? Bbl KpHuHTe B BOCTOpTre
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npea TeMH MXeHUIHHAMH, KOTOpble MOAAIOT MYXXbSIM H J106e3-
HbIM MAaTPOHbI BO BpeMsi CpaXKeHHN? JTo He Jlerye, My>KecTBa
Haldo He MeHblIe; 3TO He MeHee BO3MYTHTeJbHO; TYT HeT
yBJeueHHsl, HeT 0406peHHs Kpyrom, Aeno He OJecTsulee ¢
BHAA H 10J1T0€-10J1T0e, Ha BCIO MH3Hb.

— Bbr ee oueHb n106HTe,— cKa3ana JleneHbKa.

BeperuubiH He oTBeyas u Bcran. YUachl GHAH ceMb.

— BuauTe,— cKka3an OH HaKoHel,— BOT OHa, XBaJeHad
cBOGOAHAA XHU3Hb, IOTOMY YTO TeMepb, B HacToOslllee BpeMs,
OHAa OJHHAKOBa AJs1 BaC W IJS MeHs: NPHWJIO BpeMd —
pacxoluCb, He KOHUYHB CJOBAa; YYBCTBOBAaTb HeKoOriaa, BCMO-
MHHAaTb Hekoraa. Mbul, cBo6oaHble,— pabbl aena, KoTopoe
B3f1/1H ce6e HA MJIeYH... MHOTHe, MOXKANYH, 1064, HO 60ablasA
4acTb TOJNbKO yBepss cebsi, 4yTo JIOGAT, H TOJNbKO H36paH-
Hble (K HHUM MpHYHCAAI0 ce6s) roBOPAT OTKPOBEHHO, 4TO
€10 — TOT e MPHeM ONHYyMa H CPelCcTBO TSAHYTb »KH3Hb
Bce Ans1 nena »e... Panocredt ans Hac Her, JI06BH yX
H BOBce ObITb He MOXET: Hekoraa... BMecto ux Gepercsi Tak
YTO-HH6Ydb, HA JIETy, HE HMelollee HH LeJH, HH 3HaueHHA...
310 Ha3bIBaeTCH — COCTAPeThCH.

— Henpasna! — Bo3pasuna Jleneubka.— Pa6orta, 3Ha-
HHe He CTapeioT, MNOTOMY UTO OHH BEUHHI.

— [Iloxany#t, ecain He 3ameuaTb, YTO 4YacCTb AYWH —
YYBCTBO — yX€ YyMepJa HJH JeXHT B anolJeKCHYeCKOM
ynape. O6MaHbiBaTh ce651 MOXHO.

— 51 He xouy ce6a o6maHbiBaTh. Yrto k! nycTb
XOTb Tak.

— byabre cyactausbl!

— A BBl CYUACTAHBDBI?..

— MtHe nopa uartu, Enena BacuabeBsHa...

Ona ToponauBO OrJAAHYNAaCb HA YaChl.

— Tak no cBuaanus. [lpuxoaute BO BTOPHHK; 1
NMO3HAKOMJIO BaC C TETKOH, elle C XOPOWHMH JIOAbMH.
[Tpunere?

— Hekoraa... Ecan ycnero.

JleneHbka npoBoaHsa ero co cBe4oH A0 JEeCTHHIbI, BOPO-
THAacb K cebe H, He OCTAHABJHBAsCb HH MHHYTbI, NPHIABH-
HYJ1a KPecso K CTOJy, 10CTaNa TeTPadH H JIHKCHOHEP, H CKOPO
B KOMHAaTe CJbilUAJHCb TOJbKO CTYK 4acoB, MajaHHe 10ro-
paBliero yras B KaMHHe H lWopox nepa no 6ymare...



IIEPBASA BOPBBA

H3 3anmucox
1869

BecnpectaHHo, H eaBa JIH He HAa KaXXAOM Liary, CJabLIy
A KaJobbl, 4TO JI0AeH JIoMaeT XH3Hb;, uTo OOLLECTBO, rae
OHH ObIBAIOT MOCTABJEHbl, YTO CTapIUHe, HMEIOLIHe Hal HHMH
BJIaCTb, 3aCTABJSAIOT HX H3MEHATb cebe, HATH MPOTHB CBOHX
HAKJOHHOCTEH, TPATHTb CHJIBl H MeJb4aTb; YTO B 3TOH THAX-
KOH, HanpsixkeHHOH 6opb6e THOHYT CnOCOOGHOCTH, KOTOpHE,
€CJIH Obl COXPAHHJHCh, NPHHECTH Obl MOJb3y 06LLEeCTBY H cua-
cTbe cBOMM of6JjapartensM. HH oT Koro Tak uacto, Kak oT
Jiojeil MOero nokoJ/eHHs, HeflaBHO BCTYNHBLUEro Ha MONpHLLE
NeATeJbHOCTH, He CAbIY sl 3THX Kano6. OHH MHe HaloeJH.
MHe camoMy ellle HET TPHALATH JeT, H BbiHeC A J0BOJbHO,—
He MeHblle, €C/JH elle He noboJblie 3THX KaJYIOULHXCS...

Ha, 6oablue. MHe NMOUYTH ¢ AETCTBA AOCTaJachb Ha A0JIO
HpaBcTBeHHasi 60pb6a. 1 He 3acayxHa 6bl HH MaJjeHllero
ynpeka B MaJIOAYyLIHH, ecqH Obl H3MEHHJCA; OJAHHOKHH, 6e3
npuMepa, 6e3 coseta, 6e3 ApyxKObl H MOAAEPXKKH, A Obla Obl
la)xe BnpaBe M3MeJbyaTb. $1 He H3Meabual.

$I Habpocas 3ameTkH 06 3TOH 60pbbe MOeH paHHEH IOHO-
cTH. B Hel caoxuaoch Bce, UTO PYKOBOAHJIO MEHA B XKH3HH,
H XOTS BMOCJEACTBHH MOSl XH3Hb H Goraue Apamol0, HO BCSH
ee CYUIHOCTb B 3TOM HauaJje. Jta 6eiHas HCTOPHA rayboka
CONlEPKAHHEM.

9l He Ha3bIBalo 3TOro pacckasa «HcnoBeablo». 51 He Haxo-
XY caM H, rnoJiaralo, HH OIHH 3[pPaBOMBIC/IAILHHA UENOBEK He
HaWaeT B MOHX MOCTYNKax H NOOYXAEHHSAX HHYETO TArOCTHOro
LIS COBECTH,— TaKOro, B UeM NMPHHATO PaCKaHBATbCA H B UeM
ny6/aH4YHOe NOKasiHHe CuHTaeTcsl noaBHrom. $1 He Ha3oBy pac-
CKa3a H «MPH3HAHHAMH». B HHX HeT 45 MeHs HHYero HenoB-
KOro H LIEKOTJHBOrO, TAKOrO, 4TO NEepPefaeTcss YyKOMY Cayxy
MO HeO6XOJHMOCTH HJIH B MHHYTbl CAHTHMEHTAJbHOrO yBJeue-
HUA. $] He yBJIeKalOCh; Y MEHA HeT JIloflel, K KOTOPbiM Gbl MEHS
NPHTSATHBAJNO 3TO NpeaaTebCKH-TJYyNnoe 4yBCTBO. Y MeHS HeT
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H XHTefickoH HeoOXOLHMMOCTH pa3bsICHATb MOH TOCTYIKH.
51 He uyBCTBYIO NOTPeGHOCTH HH ONpAaBAbLIBATLCS, HH JOBe-
pATbCA,— A A0BoJeH c060I0.

3Halo, MOTOMY YTO He pas3 chabilliaj, ynpek, KOTOpbid je-
Jnaetcs 3a nonoOHble caoBa. Ho ecau oHH HcKpeHHH? bBo.ee
TOTO: ec/IH YyBCTBO, Bbi3BaBluee HX, cnpaseannBo? ToT, KTo,
pa3o6paB ce6f, BHIFOBApHBAeT HX C MOJHbLIM CO3HAHHEM, 10.1-
XEeH JIH, MOXeT JIH NOJ1BepraThCA Ynpeky B FoplOCTH?

Ho, nonoxum, u tak. TosbKO 3TO — ropaocTb 3aKOHHaf.
Takaa ropaocTb MMeeT NMpaBo AenaTb YykasaHus. YHenosek,
ycTosiBWHA B 60pbbe, uMeeT MpaBo CTaBHTb cebGst B npuMep
ManoAdylWHbIM NJaKalblUiHKaM, CaMO1I0OHBbIM KPHKYHaM, 3a-
MeUTaBIIHMCA (pasepaM...

Ho s 3apaxatoch Hx npumepoM: s BoaHytocb! HeT, oHH
TOro He CTOAT. JTH rocrnola BOBCe He HMEIOT B MOHX ria3ax
TaKoH BaXHOCTH, 4TO6 A cTan 6eclNoKOHTbCSA, CEPbe3HO CNo-
pHTb ¢ HHMH. OHH MHe 1IPOCTO HajoeH... MeHs NMOAMYT H
OLEHSIT JMI0AH C 4YBCTBOM GoJee TOHKHM. [Moxany#, moxer
6biTb, H TC, TOCKYIOLLHE, YTO CJOMaHbli XH3HbIO, BOMHIOUIHE
0 rpy60CTH cpeibl, O CKYJOCTH HacyllHoro xjaeba, o cTecHe-
HHH MBICJIH, 344yMaloTCsl H44 MOHM pPacCKa3oM, MOJOXHB
PYKy Ha cepile, CPaBHAT CBOE H MO€ HCIIbITAHHE H CO3HAIOTCA
(Bbipa>kasicb HX CJOrom), YTO He HM OLHHM «MOAYAC [1PHXO-
JHTCA KPYyTO...».

Y MeHst orpoMuasi naMATb. ITa CYaCTAHBAsA CMOCOGHOCTD,
KOHEeYHO, MHOTO NMOMorJa MoeMy pa3BHTHI0. O6cTOATENbCTBA,
Jla)dke paHHero AeTCTBd, JIOAH, 06CTaHOBKA,— BCe GYATO ellle
nepen raasami. 3anucbiBas, s He OyAy CTeCHATLCA BbIGOPOM
3THX 0o6pa3oB. MHe nonaayTrcs NOA PyKy, MOXKeT ObiTb, H He
caMble ipKHe,— YTO HYXAbl? Kak B XH3HH, HCIOJHASA CBOH
XesaaHHa, a2 rosopHa: «Tak LOJXKHO»,— TaKk H B pacckase
6yLy OTAaBaTbCH HACTPOCHHIO MHHYTbI: YTO BbI30BET OHO, TO
H cKaxkeTcsd. YTo 6bl HH CKA3an0Ch, MOS IMYHOCTb 10CTATOU-
HO OTAEJNHTbCH OT TeMHOro oHa MoeH O6CTaHOBKH,— MOeH
cpedol, HMeBLIeH Bce CPeACTBA H BCE MOMOJ3HOBEHHA 3aecCTo
MeHS...

51 HauHHalo NOMHHTDL ce6s ¢ NATH JeT. J 6bl1 eNHHCTBEH-
HbIH y OTLA C MaTepblo. ITO OblIH AoaH GefHble. XHAH Mbl
B ye3gHoMm ropoge. Oreu Kak-To cayxuja. MHe 6buio NATb
JeT, Korjaa ymepJia matb. 51 He nomHio ee H BooGlle noapo6-
HOCTeH TOro, 4To 3a 3THM 6bl10. MHe paccKa3biBaJjH 1OTOM,
4TO OTel OYeHb JIOOHM ee, OGbl1 MOpaXKeH ee CMePTbIO, H NO-
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CTOPOHHHE JIIOAH, TPHHHMABLIHE B HEM yuacTHe, GOSJIHCHL 3a
€ro KH3Hb. Y3H4B BIOCJEACTBHH MOEro OTua MoKopoue, f
MaJ0 Beplo TAKOH UYBCTBHTEJNbHOCTH; HO MHE TOBOPHJH, 4TO
OHK COBCEM MOTepACs, 6POCHA cayxOy, HE XOTe HHKOro BH-
JeTb, HH JlaXKe MeHSl; OH CXOAHJ C yMa. ¥ Hero ObljH MpHsiTe-
JH, Kylubl (Apyroro obuiectTBa HeT B Ye3/lHOM ropoae H A
MEJKOro YHHOBHHKA); OHH MpPeNJOXHJIH OTUy, uToObl 3a-
6bITbCSl H KyAa-HHOYyAb JeBaThbCA — €XaTb MO PAa3HbIM HX Je-
JaMm B cepepHble TY6epHHH. MeHs 3TH NpHATeNH Npeaiaraju
B3ATb K ce6e Ha BCe BpeMsi OTCYTCTBHSA OTUd, XOTb Obl Ha
Heckoabko JjeT. OTeu,— 3TO OH TOBOPHJA MHe CaM,— OXH-
BHJCS TaKOH NepCcrneKTHBOH [esATeJbHOCTH, MNyTelWeCcTBHS,
TpvAa aJ8 JleH, KOTOpble TaK APYHeCKH 3a60THJAHCH O HeM
H 0 ero pebGeHke; OH cornacHaca. MHe npeacrossna nepcrek-
THBA BOCMHTaHHSI B Kyne4yeCcKOH ceMbe, B Ye3JHOM YUHJIH-
we... Cyab6a Mens nowaauaa. B 1o camoe Bpemsi, koraa
yX MOYTH peuwanacb MOfl ydacTb, 4pe3 Tropojd npoe3xaja
01Ha JajbHAS POACTBEHHHUA MOEro ortua, MoJojas, 6ora-
Tas KeHlWHHA. Ef 6bisid HYXKHbl KaKHe-TO AeJ/IOBble CMPABKH;
OHAa OTbICKA.J1a MOEro oTua H, CJy4aHHO Y3HaB O ero Hamepe-
HHSIX, CIYYAaHHO yBH/EB MEHs, MoXeJana B3ATb MeHA K cebe.
D70 6bl MTHOBEHHbIH MOPLIB MOJOAOH YYBCTBHTEbHOH XKeH-
UIHHBI, HO OHA MpHBe/Ja ero B HCMOJIHEHHE H yBe3Ja MeHA
¢ cobow B Mocksy.

— TloBepHwb /iH Thl,— pacCKa3biBasa OHA MHE BMOCJEN-
CTBHH,--- 4TO TBOH OTel AOJr0 H YNOPHO OTKa3biBajacs, 4TO
f1 Obls1a [IPHHYX/A€HA HACTaHBaTb, YMOJATb, YTO OH YCTYMHJ
TO.IbKO MOeMYy ofeliaHHI0 AaTb TeOe OCHOBaTeabHoe obpa-
30BaHHe? §1 naakana, 6yaTto BHHOBaATas, lpeanaras 6aaro-
JesiHHe, HO MHe XOTeJOCb CNacTH I[PeNecTHoro pe6eHka...

OHa roBopusa 3TO TO/NbKO MHE, HO HHKOIJd HHKOMY MO-
CTOPOHHCMY, HHKOTAa He XBaJHJach, 4TO clenajd MHe 106-
PO, H HHYEM He OT/HYa/Na MEeHR OT CBOHX jleTed: 51 6bln OyATO
ee cO6CTBEHHOE AHTS, MOXeT OblTb, Adxe ao6umoe. [ToTtomy
BCE CKOpPO CAe/1ajnoCb MOeH COOCTBEHHOCTbIO B POCKOLIHOH
006CTAaHUBKE, KOTOpasi MeHsi OKpyXXaJjd, s CKOPO MPHBBIK K
J1OMY, I1e MHe Bce NMOAYHHAJNOCH, K 06LeCcTBY, KOTOPOro st He
Adundacs. S 6bl1 odeHb xopouw cobol0 M aepxajcs npekpac-
Ho. Cyab6a cnpaBeAJiHBO MOCTaBHJAd HA HACTOSILLYIO AOPOry
TOro, KT0 Obl AOCTOHH 3TOH Aopord. Moi ym H mpHpoOAHbIE
CnocO6HOCTH pa3BHBAJIUCh ObICTPO H CYACTJAHBO; MOSA He-
O6GbiKHOBEHHasl NaMATb obJieryana AJasi MeHs BC€ TPYAHOCTH.
MeHs yuHaH RA3bIKAM, HCKYCCTBAM; si yCleBaJ Ha 3aBHCTb
MOHM cBepcTHHKaM. Ma tante, 3a6biBasi 3rOHCTHYeCKOe 4yB-
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CTBO MaTepH, BOCXHL1ANaCb MHOIO, BbICTABJAAS HA BHJ MOH
tanautbl. CeMH NeT sl COBepLIEHHO Mepelleroisa B TaHUax
Ky3eHa Banepbsina, a oaMHHaauaTH oAepxKaa nobeny Hal
YeTbIpbMSl COMEPHHKAMH, 3aBJajeB Ha ue bl 6a. npekpac-
Hoit Hannu, xotopas 6biia rogom crapiie MeHsl. 1o Gbla
bal costumé, B Hem yuacTBOBaAH H B3pocable; f1 Gbl1 B Cpea-
HEBEKOBOM KOCTIOMe na)ka. MHe 0cO6€HHO HpPaBHJIHCb KOC-
TIOMHpOBaHHble 6aJibl;, X ensemble HapsaaHee, pa3zHooGpas-
Hee, OJlylUeBJeHHEC; MOXKHO, COOOPa3HO C KOCTIOMOM, HrpaTh
poJib NpeaAcTaBASeMOro JHUa. JTO GbiJO COBEPIIEHHO B MOeM
xapakrtepe. § cTpacTHo Jao6ua TeaTp, H ma tante HUKoraa He
OTKa3blBajla MHe B 3TOM YAOBOJbLCTBHH. BpoxaeHHoe uyB-
CTBO H3fILLHOTO fAeJaf0 MeHS XODOLIHM LeHHTeNeM CLCHH-
4ecKOro HcKyccTBa. $ peaiko cmMoTpen Apamy: (ppaHuUy3CKHe
JlaBaJUCb MaJ0, pyccKHe GblaH A5 MeHS! HeBbIHOCHMbIL. $ xo-
JAHA B PYCCKHH TeaTp eAHHCTBeHHO AasA 6aneta; Bo ¢paH-
Ily3CKOM OTJIHUHOE 3HAHHe fA3blKa Aesafno ANA MeHf AOCTyIl-
HBIMH BCe TOHKOCTH OCTPOT BOJAEBHJSA, H 1 JIerKO HX YCBOH-
Ban. Teatp pa3BuBas MeHs. 51 HEOGBIKHOBEHHO MHOrO YHTaJ
H B oco6eHHOCTH ycnea B 3ToT roa. S npouen E. Cio, A. ioma,
®eBann,— Bce OGoratctBa JuTepaTypbl Tex TrOJAO0B, Yy3HaJ
MHOTO HaH3yCTb M caM MHcad CTHXH no-dpanuyscku. Ma
tante u ee 3HakoMble Ha3bIBaNH MeHsl NOITOM; sl HHOria HM-
NPOBH3HPOBAN AJA HHUX Ha cayuyad, Ha 3ajaHHble CJIOBA HJH
3ajaHHble pHMbL. 5 O6bln OXKHBJEHHEM, MpEeJeCTbid 3TOro
Kpy»XKa. MeHA Jejesand, Kak MaJjabyHKa, MeHs ocTepera-
JHCb, KaK B3pocsaoro. JKeHUIHHbl OTHOCHJAHCb KO MHE C 0COo-
6€HHO TOHKO W YTJHBbIM KOKETCTBOM, MOJIHBIM FpauHH, BO3-
MOXHBIM TOJbKO B Jay4duieM obuectBe. 91 6bicTpo H GaecTs-
ule pa3BHBaJCA H OueHb 3a60THJACA O CBOEM TaJjaHTe; ocTa-
Basicb OAHH HJH AOJTO He 3acblllaf HOUbIO, A YNpPaXHAJCH,
CKJaabiBasi ABYCTHWHA HAH NoAGHpas pHdMbl. ITO caena-
JIOCb MOeH CTpacTbio, MOeH XKH3HEeHHOH 3aaaueit. §1 Gbla NO3T.
51 He nyman o6 ypokax, o6 Hrpax, s He MeuTaJq, s noa6Hpan
pudmbl. [onoBa Mos 6bl1a noaHa pupM. S nucaa aHem To,
4YTO 3aAYMbIBAN HOYBIO...

OaHo 06CTOATENbCTBO,— MaJjleHbKOe HecuacTbe, KOHUHB-
weecss 604bwoH yaaued,— y6eaHN0 MeHSI OKOHYaTe/NbHO B
MOeM TaJjaHTe.

— Ckopee, Serge,— cka3ana MHe ma tante npu nocro-
poHHHX,— pHMy: Sucre?..!

51 oHeMen, s ToMuJcA, A1 y6exana, KaK WKOAbHHK, ryno

! caxap (¢pany.).
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MoJsi4a, H HaeiuHe 3aauiacs cae3damu. Bcio Houb nMpokaATbHIHA
Sucre BepTesicA y MeHs B rosose. «HeBo3moxHo,— ayMasn
f,— HeBO3MOXHO, 4TOObI CyllecTBOBaAo CJ10BO 6e3 CO3By-
uusi! Co3ByuHe A0MXKHO GbiTb, €CTb,— HO T1€ OHO?..»
CaeayiouHi aeHb 6bl1 npa3aHuk. $I oTkasaJacs oT npo-
TYJKH H, CHASl Y OKHA, 3aKPbIB 1234, HCKaJl CO3BYYHA. ¥ aApy-
roro OKHa CHIea Halll TyBepHep, MOJOAOH ppaHlLy3, K KOTO-
pOMY MpHIUeN KaKoi-To GppaHuy3 — COMMIS ', ero npUsTeb.
OHH yuTaIH:
Leve-toi, Jacques, léve-toi
Voici venir 'huissier du roi..”
Herpauno3ubii npunes H rpy6bli CTHX BCeH NecHH pesa-
JH MHe yXO, npepbiBajH MOe YMCTBeHHOE 3aHATHe, BLIBOAHJH
MeHsl H3 TepneHud. Bapyr pasaagocs:

Beaucoup de peine et peu de lucre!
Quand d'un porc aurons-nous la chair?
Tout ce qui nourrit est si cher!

Et le sel aussi — notre sucre!’

51 BckouHs BHe cebsi. Tak, A 6bln1 npaB, s He HAMpPacHO
XIaJj, s paccyuThiBas BepHO — co3ByuyHe ectb! [leps Ha-
iwencss B 6e3o6pa3Hoil necHe, HeJOCTOHHOH HMEHH CBOEro
no3Ta, HO Bce paBHO: 51 6bia npaB! I no6exan k ma tante. Ee
rocTuHas Gbl1a MoJHa; ObIIH H CBHAETEJH MOeH BuYepallHeH
Heyaaud... Jloporoii y MeHs CA0XHJCA OTBeT:

Ma muse, du Parnasse en fréquentant la cime,
Pour les choses d'en bas ne cherche pas de rime,—
Mais voici venir un monsieur Beranger

Qui s'avise le sucre avec lucre arranger...’

Ecan s W 6Gbla ellle MaJbuHK FO4aMH, HO YX, Kak B3pocC-
JIblfi, MOHHMAJ1 CBO€ TOPXKEeCTBO: 3TO O6bl10 TOPXKECTBO Aapo-
BaHHsA, MPEBOCXOACTBA... BCAKHA AeHb pocao Moe 3HayeHHe
B obllecTBe, MOH aBTOPHTET B AoMe, MOe BJHAHHe Ha Ma
tante... TlocneaHemy 6blia, BOpoueMm, AOBOJABHO NpoOCTas
MPHYHHA, HO BCe-TaKH HYXeH Obl1 TakT, 4TOObl €10 BOCNOJb-

[) NPHKA3UHK (@Ppany.).
* Toammaicen, Kak, noabimancs,
. BOT-BOT ABHTCH KOPOJCBCKHI npucTaB... (¢ppuny.)
Muoro tpyaa, aa maao aoxoaa!
Byler au y Hac Korad-HHOY b CBHHHHA?
Exa seas tak aopora!
\ U naxe coab - naw caxap! (Pppany.)
[Moceman sepwunny [Tapuaca, Most Mysa ue nuter puom aas obbl-
JCHHLIX BCUICH, — HO BOT HBHJCH HCKHH rocnoann Bepawwe u ymyapuncs
CPHOMOBATL ¢axap ¢ AOXOAOM... (¢ppany.)
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3oBaTbecA. ¥ ma tante 6bl1 MyXK, uesioBeK elle MOJ010MH, Kpa-
CHBBLIH, amaTHUHbLI. Mbl BHaaAH ero HHOrja 3a 06e10M HJH
peaKo B paHHHH Beuep; OH OOLIKHOBEHHO crnaJj mnocJje obena
0 NeBATH 4acoB, 4 [OTOM Ye3xaJsa Kyaa-Hubyab. OH Ben
CBETCKYIO XH3Hb, KiK H Ma tante, Ho oHa@ nMpHHHMana y ce6s,
a OH pelKO MOKAa3blBa/CA B €e FOCTHHOH: BAAbIH H HEJNLOBOJb-
HO o6pa3oBanHbif, OH Obl1 He3aHHMaTeseH. B n1ome XHa elle
MOJIOOH YesOBeK, Ky3CH MJAH AaNbHHH fJeMAHHHK ma tan-
te,— He 3Hal0; Mbl 3BaaH ero «Muuweab». 3Hai0, 4TO Yy HEro
He 6biJI0 COCTOAHHS, HO 06 3TOM HHKOrAa He roBOpH.I0Ch. Myx
ma tante gocraBusa emy MecTo; Mulienb CaAyXHJa, a B CBCTe
6bls1 3aMeyeH KaK H3sIUHbIH, MOpALOYHbIH MOJOAOH Y€T0BCK.
OH B caMOM jele (pPeBOCXOAHO AepXKaJjcsl H 01eBa.ICA. Ha
€ro BKYC MOXHO 6blA0 BCCTAa MOJOXKHTLCA, MY MOXXHO 6bi10
CJeno AOBEPHTbCH BO BCHKOM CBETCKOM jede. $ ToabKo He
HaxO[HJ ero KpacaslUCM,— HO TAK pelaJjH XEeHIUHHbl Tpo-
MagHbiM 6OJbILHHCTBOM... Ma tante ero awbuaa. d oanax-
Abl 3aCTaJj, KakK OHa Cro uesosana. YTeHHe yXKe HACTOJIbLKO
O3HAKOMHJIO MEHA C KH3HbIO, UTO 1 He YAHBH.ICH, UTO XKEH-
UIHHA, HEMIOHATAsA CBOHM MYXXEM, HCKaJsa yTelleHHs B J11I06BH
K aApyromy. § Obin He Tak raym, 4To6 He MOHATb 3HAUYEHHA
3THX MoueJyeB HWJIH, IIOHAB, CKOH(QY3HuTbcA. 1 3acmes.ics,
NOKJOHHACS M Bbillled. Ma tante nossasna Mens k ceGe. Tyt
B nepBbiii pa3 yBulea s caabbie CTOPOHBI €€ XapakTepa, Ko-
TOPBIH CYHTa] TBEpPAbIM N0 3TOH MHHYTbL. $I 6bl1 XOs01€H
H cnokoeH. OHa, pob6ko, 6yATO WIYTKOH, MbiTaJjacb Onpas-
laTbCA; A OTBeyas UIYTKOH, HO CKa3aJ, YTO He NPHHHMAIO
onpaBaalHusi. OHa obHaenach H cTana yBepfaTb, YTO f He BH-
[aJj toro, uto Buaeda. J paccmesncs. Ona ucnyranacb H CTpPO-
ro CKasaJja, 4To sl 1ep30K, HebJsaroaapeH.

— %1 He notepmaio ockopb.acHHi,— BO3pa3Ha f,— 0OC-
KOp6/fif MeHS, Bbl VHHUTOXaeTe BCe, UTO AJA MEHS CleaadH;
Mbl KBHTbl. Tenepb A c4HTalo Moed 06A3aHHOCTbIO BCe pac-
CKa3aTb BalleMy MYXY.

Ona of6paTunach K MOeMy BEJHKOAYLHIO, yMO.1Aaa, 3a-
naakana. 9 6bla o6e3opyxKen, HO A MOHAN, KakK MOHAJa H
OHa, 4YTO C 3TOH MHHVTH OHa B Moel BaacTH. [lo kpaituei
Mepe OHa MOCTYNH.d ¢ TAKTOM, BbicKa3aJsach psmMo H cb6.1u-
3un1a MeHd ¢ MuweacMm. 3ta 10BepPUYHBOCTb MOCTaBH.14 HAc
BCeX B HacToslce fog0xKeHHe. MeHa He cTeper.auch 60.1b-
we. 51 3Han Bce WX TaliHbl, NepefaBaJs 3aMHCKH, HCMOJIHAA
NOPYUEHHA, IIPeAYNpeXKAad MHOTHE HENPHATHOCTH. Moe npH-
CYTCTBHE OTKJOHSAJAO MOMAO3PEHHS He TOJbKO TYNOro Myxa,
HO AOMAalUHHX H MOCTOPOHHHX. $I GblA JOBOK; XOpolliee uTe-
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HHe MCHsl Da3BHJIO, a Telepb s H3yuaJ MO XKHBbIM NIPHMepaM.
He pas 6blBasa noje3Ha Mosl «LIKOJbHAR ONbITHOCTb», KakK
uIyT Ha3blBaJga ee ma tante: MHe c¢Jayuyaslocb Pa3bACHATHb
Helopa3yMeHHs MeXay el H Muieaem, ycnokoHBaTb ee
PEeBHOCTb, MHPHTb HX... TO MeHs BocxHwaJjo. S roBopua
ma tante, uTo HamHIIy pOMaH H3 ee XH3HH...

MHe 6bl10 0Kos0 TpHHaauatH geT. Kysed BanepbsiH 4 5
JaJjd APyl ApYry CJOBO, YTO, KOr4a NpHAeT BpeMsi, NOCTYNHM
BMeCTe B KaKOH-HHOyAb rBapAedCKHI KaBaJlepHHCKHH MOJK.
Haule BocnuTanne f0MKHO OblIO KOHUHTLCA AoMa. Brnpouem,
Mbl 00 3TOM He AyMaJH.

Bapyr, B oaHH Beuep nepea CBATKAMH, 1 CHAeJ B KJacce,
KOraa MeHs no3paju. MHe cKasaJjH, UTO BOPOTHJCS MO#H
oTel.

91 He 3Ha/n oTua, HHKOrRa He AyMaJ O HeM, HHKAaK cebe
ero He poofpaxkaj. HemHoroe, 4to MHe pacckasajna o HeM
ma tante, HeMHOro MeHs M 3aWHTepecoBafo. B BoceMb Jet
OH, KOHEeYHO, NMHcaJ, HO pelkKo, K ma tante, koTopas oueHb
3aTpyAHsAnach OTBeUaTb HA €ro pycckHe MHCbMa, 4acTo 3a-
TepHBaJla ero ajapec, YacTo MeHSBLUHHACA (ecad TOJbKO He
owHbaoch: 1 HHKOraa He Mol onpeaennTb cebe, rae 6bl1 MOH
oTelu), M nopydyasaa oTrBeyaTb MHe. 5 oTBeuas — Ka3eHHOH
CTpaHHUEeH — 0 COCTOAAHHH 3L0POBbSl H XKeJaHHH BCero Jyu-
urero. Oteu 6bl1 AAS MeHSl — OTBJIEUEHHOE MOHATHE HJH
HeuTo riae-To CyllecTBylollee, ¢ yeM, MOXXeT ObiTb, i KOraa-
HHGYIb BCTPEUYCb, HO B KAKOM MeCTe, KaK H 3auyeM — HeH3-
BEeCTHO H, BO BCAKOM cJydae, He CKOpO...

M Bapyr, roBopAT, oH TyT... ¥ MeHs ynaJjo cepaue. 5 no-
npocua no#tu ¢ coboil Banepbsna.

— OH uyaem ToproBaa? — cnpocHa MmeHs Banepban no-
poro# B rocTHHYIO.

51 He 3HaJa, yaeM HAH 4eM APYTrHM TOproBaJ MoOH oTel
H BooOlle 4yTo oH Aeaan. Bonpoc Banepuana noaHsaa Bo MHe
ApYyro# cTpax,— KakKoH, i CaM He MOT ONpeReNHTb B NEPBYIO
MHHYTY, H NMOHAJ TOJbKO TOrAa, Koraa, B3r/siHYB Ha oTua,
B30XHYA cBo6GoaHee: 1 60fAacsA, 4TO MOH oTeu 6e3obpa3seH,
CMElIOH... 3Toro, K cuacTblo, He 6uis10. C ma tante cuaen He-
MHOT0 CyMpauHbli, XyAollaBblil, BbICOKHH, HO KpacHBbIA H
elje MOJOAOH rOCMOAHH, B CIOPTYKe...

«B ciloptyke, Beuepom, Ha nepBbiii BH3HT!..» — 3aBepTe-
JIOCb Y MEHfl B ToJIOBe.

— Bort netu,— ckazana ma tante.

— Kotopbiii ke Moii? — cnpocua oteu.— Cepexa!

51 xoTes1 yuTHBO NOKJ/JOHHTbLCH, MeXAY TeM KaK y MEHSA
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MeJIbKHYJ1a MbICJIb, UTO MEHSl HHKTO TaK He Ha3biBaeT, 4YTO
«Serge» nau «Cepreit HukonaeBnu»,— HO KaHATbes 6bl10
Hekorjga: oTeu 06XBaTHJ MeHS KpenKo H TIpHXaJad K
cebe.

— Mon pere!l..— ckazan s, HO 3TO cabllla] pa3Be ero
XKHJET, H MOTOMY, KOTlda MHE CTaJ0 BO3MOXHO NepeloXHYTh,
s NOBTODHJ CBOE€ BOCKJHUAHHe. MHe BCMNOMHHJHCb YHT&EH-
Hbleé MHOIO CLUEHbl B 3TOM poae, H 6blL10 NMPUSITHO, YTO H CO
MHOH TO e cuyuaercs.

Ho upe3 mMuHyTy 1 He 3Han Gosbule, YTO MHe fedaThb:
KOHUHB O0BbATHSA, OTell He CKa3aJl HH OLHOT0 YBJeKaTeJabHOro
CJ0Ba, He cleja] HH OAHOTO ABHXKEHHS, B KOTODOM Obl Bbi-
pa3uJaoChb YyBCTBO,— 1 XKJaJ, 4YTO OH OpOCHTCA K Horam
ma tante,— HeT, OH CeJl M CMOTpeJ KaK-TO COBEPLIEHHO CIo-
KOHHO. DTo MeHs1 3aTpyaHsiio. 1 Kaaa maTeTHUecKoH cue-
Hbl. [To102KHM, He TOTOBbIH, He PacNoOJNOXKEHHbIH K Hell, s Mor
6biTb HEHaxo/J4YHB Ha OTBeTbl, HeOAYlIeBJeH, HeKpacHope-
YHB,— HO, TaK U ObiTb, A nepeHec Obl 3TO; MHe ObLIO HEMpH-
fITHee BHIeTb TaKYyl0 HEJOBKOCTb B MoeM oTtue. § »knaa, He
NOJHECeT JH OH MO KpaiHeH Mepe MIATOK K rjaasam, 4Tol6bl
BOCMOJ/b30BATbCA 3TOH MHHYTOH W THXO, 3HAUYHTEJbHO MNO-
XaTb emy pyky. HeT, on pasroBapuBas ¢ mMyxem ma tante,
KoToporo pa3fyauad 3aHUMaTb Mmoero otua. loBopuau, ¢
NOMHIO, O cTpouBuleiica Toraa [letep6yprckoit »kesne3HoH
aopore. Otell coobuian nnoapo6HOCTH, KOTOpble 3HaJ, A0K-
HO 6biTb HHTepecoBaBlIKe coGeceqHHKA.

— Urto TBH TAK MOJuYaauB, Serge?-—crpocuaa ma
tante.

— B Takue MHUHYTBLI He Jierko HaiTH caoBo! — oTBeuada s
el no-¢ppaHUY3CKH, BbIpA3HTENbHO H HECKOJIbKO € YIPEKOM,
XOTsl 6erJio B3rJasiHYB Ha OTUA.

OH o6paTHa HAa MeHSl CBOH MpPOHHUATeAbHble I143a H, KaK
MHe [10Ka3aJ0cCb, yablbHyacs. a8 Toro, KTo npoBe. HeCKOJb-
KO J1eT B CeBepPHOH TayluH, 3a rpybviM geaoMm, ¢ rpyObiMH
JIOAbMH, KOHCYHO, NPHATHO HAHTH B CblHe O06pa30BAHHOrO
yesoBeka. Ho auuo oTua He Bblpakanao, 4To6 OH MOHHMA
TO, 4TO 6bLIO CKazano. JTO, HATypaabHO, BO3OYAH.I0 BO MHE
TArOCTHOE 4YYBCTBO, KOTOPOro si He CKpbiBad. 51 Moauad
YMOpHO.

— Oun Bcer/la Takoil THXHH? — CNPOCH OTel.

— Ax, Heye.H Bbl 1yMaeTe, UTO OH 3aNyraH? — BCKpH-
yasa ma tante.

— . Her, oH He po6oK,— BMelnancs ee MYX.

— Heyxein Bbl aymaere, uTo ¢ HHM OblaH CTPOTH, He-
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JacKoBbl...— [IpOJOJXKana ma tante, vcnyraBwHch W pac-
CTPOCHHAA uUyTb He A0 cae3,— mais, Serge, parlez donc! !

— Bol ouinbaetecs, mon pere,— ckazad i 110-pyccKH,—
A ObIBAl0 BecesJ H OXKHBJEH, KaK BOOGIIlC B MOEM Bo3pacTe;
HO MO€ HACTosIllee MOJOXEHHe CAHILKOM CePbCe3HO H HE MOr-
J0 He HMeTb CBOEro BJAHAHHSA.

OH onath yabGHYACS H ONATL HHYETO He ¢Kasaa. 1 Tepsan
TeplleHHe OT 3ITHX YJABIGOK H 3TOH TYMoH HCHAXOAUHBOCTH.
K ma tante npuexanu roctH; rocTHHas OXHBHJAACH TOBO-
pOM, LleJecToM LieJKa, NpeaecTblo 00pda30BAaHHOH >KH3HH.
OTua, KoHeuHo, NpeACTaBHAH, HO OH, €/B4d BbIK/J4B MHHYTY,
MOAHANCHA C MECTA H, KHBHYB MHe, 11poules B 3aay. 310 6bl10
C/eJ1aHO TaK HEeJOBKO, YTO sl MOMEAJH.] HATH 34 HHM H, yXO-
A8, He CKpbiBaJ, UTO HAY HeoXxoTHO. OQHA roCTbs, XOpolleHb-
Kast XKeHILHMHA, C KOTOPOH s MOCTOSIHHO CNOPHJ M HrpaJ B BO-
NpoChbl H OTBeTbl, 3aKpHUaJ/ja MHe BCJel:

— Vous me quittez??

— Madame,— oTBeuan s Toxe N0-(QpPaHILY3CKH, OCTa-
HOBAICb B ABepsX 3a/bl,— €CTb OGSA3AHHOCTH, KOTOpble KTO-TO
Ha3BaJ CBAULeHHbIMH!

OTew cTofa TOXe B ABEPAX 3ajbi, 3a APANHPOBKOH, H
xaan MeHst. OH OGHAN MeHsi PYKOI 32 UIClo, H Mbl MOLLJIH
C HHM X0auTb mo 3a.e. [locpeaunHe ce, y 60.1bLIOrO CTOJA,
Basepbsin H ABe ero cecTpbl HrpaJjH B KapTbl; i BHAEJ, 4TO
JIH3a nmocTosiHHO nyTana Mrpy, H MHe 6nno jocapHo. Oten
Mo.1yan. Bapyr, Koraa Mbl OTOWH d4J€KO, HOYTH B Yrod,
OH HAKJOHHJCA H KpPelNKO HEeCKOJbKO pa3 Moue/oBaJj MeHA
B rOJIOBY, TaK KpPeMnKo, 4YTO MHe CTaa0 60JbHO. ITO HHCKOJb-
KO He pacnoJsaraino OTBeuyaTb eMy Jackoi, TeM Gosee 4To
H noJoxeHHe Moe Gbi0 oueHb HesoBkoe. OH cnyran MHe
BOJIOCHI, M KY3HHbl PacxoxoTaJjHucb Obl, ecan Obl A TaK Npo-
ures] MHMO HX. 1 onmpaBHACA Kak MoOr.

— Mausnbuyran!..— ckazan THxo oteu.— KakoH 60Jib-
woi seipoc! 310poB Th?

— Dbuaaronapio Bac,— oTseuyan A yuTHBO.

OH, BepoOsITHO, He pacc/biliajg H MOBTOPHJ:

— 340pOB JH THI?

Hesapnosnro npea tem s mpoues, 4TO MOJIOAOMY UeJOBEKY
¢ NO3THYECKOi HaTYpPOH HeMPHIHYHO ObiTh 310pOBbLIM. Mbic/b,
MoXKeT OblTb, HEe COBCEM BepHasi, HO OHa MeHsl nopasuJja H
yBJaekaa. $1 npHHsAa 3TO yGexaeHHe H, Clelyd eMy, 4acTo

' Hy, Cepx, cKaxuTe xe! (Ppany.)

B MeHns noknpaere? (¢ppany.)
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COMPOBOXAAM JCTKHM KalljeM CBOe YTeHHe, HMIIPOBH3ALHH
H Aaxe pa3roBopbl. Sl Kausiny.a.

— Moi#i L0KTOp HAXO/IHT, 4TO y MeHs rpydb cnaba. Meus
paccTpaMBaeT 3aHsiTHe.

— DberaTtp Hapo 6oabuwie, WaddTb... Tbl, 8 AyMaio, He
Npoub? — CMPOCHA OH, NMOXJONAB MeHs THXOHbKO MO MNjeuy
H TIOTOM C)XaB €ro B ropcTb ovyeHb Kpenko.— Jliobuwb 1e-
peBHIO? MHoro Moxeuib NPOHTH?

— Mpbl xkuBeM jetoM B [leTpoBcKoM napke M ryjasiem mno
ABa yaca yTpoM W BeuepoMm. Ho ycHieHHOoe aBHXeHHe MHe
TOX€ BPENHO; 51 MPeANoYHTaI0 NPOTYJKY B 3KHnaxe. Bor urto
CKa)XeT BepxoBasl €3[1a; BEeCHOIO Yy MeHs OyaeT Jowaib...
B nepeBHe BepxoBas e3na He yLOBOJbCTBHEe, a HEOOXOIH-
MOCTb,— MPOAOJIKAJ A, AYMasi, YTO HAAO »Ke 3aHHMaTb ero,—
B AepeBHe Hago o6be3KaTb nojs... HbolHeuHuM setom ypo-
XKai Obla MOoCpeACTBEHHbIH...

OH HHuero He cka3aJ. 51 roBopH.1 4TO MOT, OUYeHb 3aTpya-
HASICb BIGOPOM NpeAMeTOB MO ero BKYCY, YMCTBEHHbIM Cpel-
CTBaM H 3HaHHIO 00l1IeCTBa,— KOCHYJCS YIOBOJbCTBHH, Te-
aTpoB, MOJHTHKH, cjaerka Jutepatypbl. OH caywan u npo-
foskaa Moayatb. S HaunHan yrtomasTbesi. Hakonen od
B3TJISIHYJl HA 4acbl; 1 3aMeTHJ/, UTO OHH Y Hero TOJICTble, ce-
pe6psiHble, HA LIMPOKOH 4YepHOMH JieHTe.

— Bbl noaro 3necb npobynere? — CHPOCHI f.

— JIHs TpH, ueTbipe.

— A notom?

— TloTtom noeaem B N.

MeHst 6yaTO YKOJIOJM0: O KOM 3TO OH CKa3zaja — noedem?

— JTO TaKXe MO TOProBbiM JesiaM BauUIHX KOMMaHb-
OHOB?

OH yablbHYyCS.

— Kakux?

— Ho Bbi... (51 3aTpyaHsaacs.) Bul yyacTBoBann B 60.1b-
LIOM TOPrOBOM TMPeANpPHATHH... DTO, KOHEYHO, HMeeT CBOIO
BBIFTOAHYIO CTOPOHY.

— $l HH B KakOM NpeanpHATHH He yyacTBOBAJ,— OTBe-
4aj OH, KaK-To 0CoOEeHHO OTYeKaHHBas CJ0Ba,— sl Obl1 NpH-
Ka3uHKOM y KynuoB HblpkoBbiX, a Tenepb gocTaJ cebe 00.1XK-
HocTb B N,

— N naneko or Mocksbi?

— JlBectH BepcT. Pa3Be Thi He 3Haelb?

— Ax, aa, N... 3HaeTe, nana, KOraa *HBelb B CTOJHLE,
ry6epHCKHe ropoia KaXXyTcsl Tak [aJjieKH; OHH TaK O/H006-
pa3Hbl... Bl 3afiMeTe 3HaUHTENbHYIO NONXKHOCTb?
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[onxHocTb Ka3Hauesi, cueTHyto. Tbl CHJeH B Mare-
MaTHKe?

3To 6bln ero nepBbiH BONPOC O MOHX MO3HAHHAX. B Hem
BbIPA3HICH BECb YeJOBeK, BCe ero H4KJOHHOCTH H NPHBBIYKH.
OTuy He 6blJIO A€s1a HH O Yero H3SILWHOTO, OH He 3aMeTHJ HH
MOero yMeHbsl BeCTH pa3roBop, HH MOero TakTa, HH Moe#
rpaulH; OH He 06paTH/J BHHMaHHA Ha TO, YTO eMy CKa3aJjH
O MOEM TMOSTHYECKOM TanaHTe; OH CMPOCHI — 3HAI0 JH 1A
uH@phi!..

51 noHAa 3TOro yesoBeKa B 3TY MHHYTY... ¥ ME@HA MeJbk-
HyJa MbIC/b, UTO OH HMeEeT HAA0 MHOK HEKOTOpble npasa...
Tak nycTb »Xe H OH NOAMET, UTO HMeeT [eJO C CHJIbHbIM Xa-
paktepom!

MaTteMaTHKa — CAHLIKOM CyXxas Hayka,— oTBedana s
He6pexKHO.

— [lokyna npowa#, Cepexa,— €Kasaj OH, NOCMOTpEB
ONsAiTb Ha CBOH TOJCTbl€ Yacbl, U Ha 3TOT pas — nepej
Aamno#!

JIn3a 1 Hatanu BblTapallunn Ha HHX rJja3a, a H3 TFOCTH-
HOH noaxoguaa cama ma tante ¢ xopouweHbKOH roctbe.

— Bwbi ye3sxaete, Hukonailt IlerpoBuu? — cnpocusaa ma
tante u nogana emy pyky.

OHa 6bi1a HeOObIKHOBEHHO O6XOLHTE/bHA.

3ailay 3aBTpa yTpOM, 4acoB B OAHHHAALATb,— OT-
BeYyaJs OH.

— Jlaa ma tante 310 CAHUIKOM pPaHO,— 3aMEeTHJ 51, UyB-
CTBYSl, UTO KpacHeio.

O Her, A Bac npHMY,— BO3pa3suna OHa.

— Ho B oagHHHaaAUaTb uacoB s X0XKY 6paTb ypoK ¢exTo-
BaHWA! — BCKpHuaa 1.

— He xoaH,— oTBeuan OH H yiuesa.

— On vous empéche de faire vos premiéres armes '
CKa3aJa MHe XOpOlleHbKas rocTbs.

51 6bl1 paccTpoeH W He B COCTOSIHHH OTBE€UaTb OCTPOYM-
Ho. [lon mpeasoromM He3AopoBbsl A NMPOCTHJACH H YXOAHA K
cebe. ['octbs cnpocuia ma tante:

— Hey>xeaun Bbl ¢ HUM paccTaHeTechb?

O Her, 310 y»xacHo! — oTBevana ma tante.

51 Bowen B MO0 KOMHATy BHe ce6si H, MOCMOTPEBIUHCH B
3epkano, yBuaes, 4to s 6saeneH. Tak, ctano 6biTh, yXK 6bli1a
peub... MeHs BO3bMYT OTCIOAA, MeHs Bo3bMeT oTewu!.. S 3a-
pblias W ynaa Ha nocrenb. HecuacTbe 6blj10 TaK BeIHKO, YTO
Ka3anoCb HEBO3MOXKHbIM...

_
[Tomewalor Balwemy 6oeBOMY KpelleHHio (ppany.).
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OaHako oHo cBeplwHaoch. CBEPLIHIOCH B 3TH TPH, HeThl-
pe AHs, KOTOpble HaMepeBaJica Npo6biTh B MockBe MOH «ba-
Tiowka». OH Beses MHe 3BaTb ce6fl «GaTIOWKOH».

— CnoBo «nana»,— cKa3aj OH,— CMEIHO CpeiH pyc-
CKOH peuH.

Kak 6yATO fi BHHOBAT, UTO C HHM HYXXHO FOBOPHTb 110-
pyccku! — D10 6bl10 CKa3aHO MHe Ha Apyroi aeHb. OuH npu-
exaJ, npobbis ¢ 4yac H noBe3 MeHs K cebe, OTKa3aBLIHChL obe-
aaTtb y ma tante.

— Mubi ¢ HUM noo6epaem BABOEM,— CKa3aJ OH.

MHe eule W Tenmepb A0CAAHO, KAaK A1 OblJ1 TOrAA TV HH-
4yero He nojao3peBasi, 1 MoJuaraj H OXHAAJ, YTO OH XoueT
YCTPOHTb MaJcHbKylo partie de plaisir ', npasanys Hawe
CBHAaHHe, H MHe OblI0 HCJOBKO, UTO OH He npuraauias Ba-
JepbsiHa. $1 pacCUHTLIBAJ HA NPOTYJKY B CAHAX, Ha o6el B pe-
CTOpaHe W Ha CMeKTaK.b BeuepoM... OH IpHBE3 MeHsl NpAMO Ha
NOoABOpbE, A€ OCTAHOBHJACHA, H B 4ac,— B 4ac MNONO.YIHH,
KOrga s TNPpHBBIK TOJbKO 3aBTpakaTb,— Mbl XxJebaqaH Ka-
KHEe-TO KHCJ/ible 1l HeH3Hab6epoBbiMH 2 oXKaMHu. [ToTom o
pas3bupan cTapble KHHIH, KyNJeHHble HA TOJKYYKe, MpelJo-
XKHJ MHE HMH 3aHATLCH, 4 caM Jer H cnaJg vaca asa. JdcHb
6bls1 3HMHHI, nacMypHbld; OKHA KOMHATbl MaJeHbkHE, BO
asop. [IpocHyBlHCh, OTeW CIPOCHJ CaMOBap, BbINH.I cTaka-
HOB 1UeCTb 4alo, yroluasj MeHR BapeHbeM H KaJjgauyaMi,— OT
yero f, KOHEYHO, OTKa3aJcs,— 00bABHA MHe, 4To Geper
MeHs K ce6e B N, u Beaes 3BaThb cebs «6aTIOWKOH».

MHe naMsTHO TO, UTO Mbl Toria rosopHau. OH ocyxiaaa
CBETCKYIO XH3Hb, CBETCKO€ BOCIMHTaHHe, 60ratcTBo, Npasa
6oraTbliX, NpoCcaAaBasaa TPYA, HE3aBHCHMOCTb,— W TakK AaJee.
CnoBoM, OH mponoBeaoBaJ TO e, 4TO, MOXKaJayi, ewe H Te-
nepb KpHUaT MaJbUHLIKH, HO B TO BpeMs TaKHe BbIXO1KH
6bl1H-HOBOCTb H HM NMpHAABaJOCb 3HaueHHe. 51 He caelua 3a
3THMH BOMpPOCaMH, H MOTOMY MHOroe B CJOBax Moero orua
6blJI0O MHE He COBCEeM MOHATHO, HO TO, YTO A1 MOHHMAaJ, MEeHs
Bo3myulano. $I He ocTaHaBJHBAJCA HA 3THX MOCTOPOHHHX
BOMpOCaxX, 3aHATbIH CBOHM COGCTBEHHBIM: [€J0 KacaJjocChb
MeHs AHYHO! OH cocTapaq/ MHe MJaH MOeR XH3HH... [opbKo
H cmeuiHo! M3 y6exaeHun, 4TO OoTew H CbIH LOJXKHb ObiTb
JI0JH OAHHAaKOBOro cKjJaja, OH 3abbiBaJ cBoe Xe y6exie-
HHe, YTO «BCAKHH MMeeT npaBo pacnosaratb coboto». Kakasn
XKaJjkaa cmecb MOHATHH! OH ocy»Xnaan rocrnoi, CaxXaBlLIHX

; nporynky (@pany.).
MeNbXHOPOBLIMH.
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«Ha THANIO» CTOJHYHOrO KamepAHHepa; OH TOBOPHJ, 4YTO
3TOT 4esJOBeK OTBBIK OT COXH H Oyaer OecrnoJjie3deH H Hecdac-
TeH; OH MoMOraJl, nae NeHbraMH, 1BYM CeMHHapHCTaM, Ko-
TOpble NMPOTHB BOJH CBOHX POAHBIX YUIJIH B YHHBEPCHTeT,—
a MeXJ1y TeM JoMaJ NPHBBLIUKH, NOHATHA POJHOrO CblHA, Ha-
BSI3blBaJ eMy CBOH rpy6Oblii o6pa3 XH3HH, He 33aAyMbIBasCh
nocsiraj Ha ero cBo6oay!.. $l moHuma, uTO TaKoe ceMeHHblH
[leCroTH3M, A He OQMH pa3 HUMesa C HHM [1eJo...

B aror mamsATHbIA AeHb, Beuep,— KakK e€ro Ha3BaTb? — B
3TH cepble CYMepKH Yy cCamoBapa, f y3HaJ, YTO MeuTa Moero
oTua AJA MeHS — YHHBEDCHTeT, 3TO CKomnHlle OYsiHOB H pas-
HouuHuUes!.. Orell MOr OTragaTb Moe MHEHHe MO Npe3pHTe/b-
HOMY MOJIUAHHIO, C KOTODbIM $i BbICJAYLIHMBAJ ero ¢aHTa3uH,
4TO ype3 JecATb JeT f 6ydy KaHAuaar, Ha Aopore K npo-
¢deccopeTBy. S1 HaKoHel He BblAepXKaJs W NpepBaJ.

— MHe cKopo TpHHaAUaTb JeT,~— CKa3aJj f,— upe3 4e-
Thipe rojla A0MallHero BOCIHTAHHA 1 MOTY NOCTYNHTb IOHKe-
pPOM H BCJel 3a TeM MeHsl NMpOoH3BeLYT B o¢HLUepbl B KaBaJe-
DHHCKHH TNOJK. IDTo HemHoro ckopee npodeccopcra... Ho
3TOMY OblJH NMPHMEpbI: B NPOUIIOM TOLY B BEHIepCKYIO KaM-
MaHHi0O MpPOH3BOAHAH NATHAAUATHIETHHX! — BCKpHuaa 1,
BCMbIXHYB OT HEroJ0BaHHs, NMOTOMY 4TO OH 3aX0XOTaJ, Kak
6yATO B TOM, YTO A FOBOPHJ, He OblIO CMbICAA. )

— Tbl, BepHO, He OXOTHHK A0 KHHXXKH? — CIPOCHJ OH,
nponoJxkas cmesitbcsi.— Hert, Muabll, opHLEepCTBOM Tbl MeHS
He NpeJibCTHWb. BeaHbIM JMI0ASIM CKOpPOCNEJKH [eJ0 Henon-
XOASLLee: YTO MaJHHA O CBAATKAX, YTO MATHAAUATHAETHHH
opHUep,— K AOPOTO CTOMT, H HHKYda He TOMHMTCH.

OTkyaa oH HabWpaJ TakHe BO3MYTHTeJNbHble LUIYTKH, KakK
CaM He 3aMeyaJ, YTO OHH HeH3siUHbI? I cMoTpes Ha Hero,
He CKpblBasi MOEro yAHBJEHHS; OH CMESJCH.

— Tbl, Maablii, He BHHOBAT, UTO H3 Te6s wWeayxy caena-
JAH,— CKa3aJ OH ¥ BAPYr, NMOINaAHB MEHA MO roJjoBe, CTaJ
cepbedeH.— BHHOBAT f, uTO ocras/sil TeOA HA UYXKHX pY-
Kax. Ho eute Bpems He ywao. Bce-Taku Tol 4TO-HHOYAb 3HA-
elwb; Yero He 3Haellb — TOMY AOYYHIUbCH, a ObiTb yesaoBe-
KOM — XH3Hb BblyuuT. $I y3nasan: B N xopowas rum-
Ha3us...

«Tak eule M ruMHasusal» —noayman s ¢ yxacom. [o
3TOH MHHYTbl A elle HaLesyucs; MHe BOOGpa)ajock, 4To f
6yiy A0Ma rOTOBHTbCA K YHHBEPCHTETY, KdK MOJOAOH 6apoH
PeliTuHr, koTopbiit npresxxaa K ma tante ¢ JekUHH B npek-
pacHOW KoJsicKe NapoH; 3TO ewlle HA 4TO-HHOYAb NOX0Xe, HO
rumHasus!.. BasepbsiH, A, Bce Halle o6ulecTBO Obl10 rpo3oi
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KpacHblx BOpOoTHHKOB. M Bapyr s cam, s 6yay HOCHTL 3TOT
KpacHbiii BOPOTHHK!.. ¥ MeHS BBICTYNHJIH CJe3bi.

— $1 He Xouy B rHMHa3HI0,— CKasaJ s.

OH 6yATO He cablllajg W eqa KaJjau.

— $1 He Xx0uy B rHMHA3HI0,— MOBTOPHJ sl HACTOATE/LHO.

— Jlouemy? -—cnpocus OH OueHb CMOKOHHO, JAONHJ 4aH,
BCTaJ H BbIHYJ H3 KaKOH-TO UWIKATYJKH, H3-NIOJL 3aMKa, CHra-
py. OH ocmaTpuBaJs ee, o6pe3blBaJs H 3aXHraJj ¢ TaKHM yua0-
BOJIbCTBHEM, UTO MHe CTajJO MPOTHBHO: OH JAKOMHJCH. DTO
6bl10 MeLLaHCTBO B NOJHOM CMbICJIe CJI0BA: «I0 OAHOH eHra-
pouke nmpo ¢BAT AeHbl» BrnocseacTBHH s cablilag OT Hero
H 3TO BbIpaXKeHHe H caM Y6eAHJCsl, YTO SILLHK JAOPOTHX CHrap
TAHYJCH Y Hero ueablit roj.

— Bbl MHe NO3BOJIMTE BbICKA3aTbCA? —CNPOCHA #, MO-
HHMas, 4TO 3TO PELUHTEeNbHAs MHHYTA MO€H XH3HH.

— TloBopu cMeso,— oTBeya] OH,— B Ce€Mbe TaK H cCJje-
ayer. Ecin ckaxeuwb fesbHO, 1 Te6s1 NOCJaYyLLAOCh.

OH, KoHeyHo, He mocayuwancs!.. Sl npeacrasua emy, Kak
6yner TsxKesna A5 MeHs pa3ayKa ¢ ma tante, ee cembed, ¢
Oo6LLEeCTBOM; KaK CTeCHHTesbHa OOCTAHOBKAa Ka3eHHOTo 3a-
BeJeHHs, MPOBHHUHMAJbHOH XH3HH; A NPOCHJI ero BooGpa-
3HTb, KaK CMellHbl yuHTensi B KakoM-Hu6yab N, Koria Hx,
NOPSALOYHBIX, TPYAHO HaliTH H B MOCKBe; s1 TOBOPHJ €My, UTO
He BblHecy o6llecTBa MaJlbYHIIEK, KOTOpble B KJACCHYIO
nepeMeHy eAfiT yepeMeHHHKH 3@ BOpPOTaMH. 51 He BblaepKan
H 3apbiaaJg.

— Mon pére! — BckpHuaa s, 6pocasicb K ero Horam.—
[Towdnure!.. y Mensi tanaHnt! ecid 6 Bbl MOIJIHM NPOUYECTb H
cyantb! He nporuBopeubTe MoeMmy npH3BaHHIO, AaiiTe MHe
caesnatb YTo-HHOYAb A1 MOeH cjaBbl,— s MO3T!

— Jla Beab Thl c6Hpaelwlbcsl B KaBaJgepHio! — npepsaJ
OH, 3aX0XOTaB.

Jlerue 6bl OH MeHsi yaapua!

— JlepMOHTOB CJayXHJ B nexoTe,— BO3pa3HJ fl, YKJO-
HASICb OT noueayes, KOTOPbIMH OH, BEPOATHO, AyMaJ 3arJa-
AHTb CBOK HENpPHIHYHYIO WWYTKY.

— JlepMOHTOB 4eMy-HHOYAb YuHJCSl,— CKa3aJj OH Cepb-
€3HOo, Kak 6yATO s1 He 3HaJ 31oro.— [lepecTaHb naakars.
$1 te6Ge ckasaj, uTO nocJywalwch BCAKOrO AeNbHOTO €J0BA,
HO NMYCTbIMH CJe3aMH C MeHSl HHYero He BO3bMellUb.

— $1 ymew Brangerb co60i0,— OTBeyasa f.

— U npekpacHo!

— M cymelo nocroats 3a cebsi,— npubapua 1.

— A 370 ellle ayylue,— cKa3aj oH 6e3 MaJjeHuled poca-
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Abl W HACMEUIKH,— XXH3Hb BeJHKA, MaJjao JH 4TO MOXeT
BCTPETHTbCH.

— Ho pa3se Bbl He [IOHHMaeTe,— BCKpHUYAJ S BHe ce-
61,— UTO BOT B HACTOSAULYID MHHYTY MOe NCPBO€ CTOJKHO-
BCHHE C XKH3HbBIO, YTO fl LOJXKEH BbIHTH C HCCTbIO...

— Haugewch, uTo Bbifellb C YeCTbl: [OCTApaelWbC H
BbLIEPKHIIb FK3aMeH NPAMO B TpeTHil Kjacc...

-— [locsoBHUA cOpaBeLuBa: «HET XYXKe TJYXOro, Kak
TOT, KTO CAYWIATb He XOo4eT!» — BCKpHual fi.

OH, KaxeTcs, TOYHO He CJblliaJd; OH BBIXOAH.I, BeJes Mo-
3BaTh H3BO34YHKA H MOBe3 MeHA /OMOH.

Hoporo#t MeHs Tep3ana MbIC/ab: 4TO CKaxXy A Bajepbany
06 3ToM nHe? )KenaHHe BbICKA3aTb CBOI Mevajb H CThIA 3a
CBO€ MoJ0XeHHe 6oposnch Bo MHe. Ho Mbl He OblaH 0COGeH-
HO ADY»XHbl ¢ BanepbsiHoM, H A1 He Obl)l yBepeH, 4TO cMellHas
CTOPOHA BCEro 3Toro He GpOCHTCH eMy B raasa OoJiblue ca-
MO# spambl. 51 6oancs HaCMeLeK H BMECTe He HMeJ CHA CTpa-
aaTtb mMoada. Mbl nogbexaan K 40MY, a sl elle He PeLIHJCH...

Bxousi, s y3Hana, 4to y Bajepbsina rocTH, aBoc Mepuo-
BbiX. OHH Obliu oueHb OoraTbl. CTapulidi, - 4eTbIpHAAUATH
JeT, yxaxuBan 3a Ky3uHoid Hartaau; mMbl apasHuan ee, 4yTo
TaKOH ycrex NpHLIea He BOBPeMS PaHO, a OHA MOKJAJIACH,
YTO YAEPHMHT 3TOrO MOKJOHHHKA [0 TeX MNOp, NOKa MOXKHO
O6yner ob6BeHuaThesi. Bxoasi B ocBelleHHYO KOMHATY, CJblIa
CMeX, 3BYK posijis, YyBCTBYSl ONATb 3HAKOMbIH, TeMbiH, Ha-
AyLIeHHbI BO3AYX, Al CIIPOCHA ce6si: HeyXesHu ele TPH AHA —
H f1 paccTaHycb CO BCEM 3THM HaBEKH, H MOe XHJbe Oyaer
TaKoe XXe TeMHoe NMOoABOpbe, H Takaf >e ToJcTas paboTHHLA
B TOJICTHIX KOTaX, 3BEHSl MeJHbIMH CepbraMH, MeIHbIMH Kpec-
TaMH, BCeM, YTO Ha Hell HaBellaHO, O6Y1eT MHe MPHCAYXKH-
BaTh, CMOTPeTb Ha MeHA OeccMbic/eHHO? Heyxenu 370 TOYHO
NOJIXKHO 6biTh? Heyxxenu Bce, uTo A cedluac vcnbitald, Oblao
He BO cHe?.. Sl ocTaHOBHJCA, 3aLYMUYHBO NMPHCAOHACH B JIBE-
pSIX, HO MeHsl 3aMeTHJaH. MepuoBbl NoLa.IH MHe PYKH, Ky3H-
Hbl CTaJlH paccrnpaluHBaTh, Kak s poses Bpems. bboiia au
3TO ¢ HX CTODOHbl XEHCKdf HeforailuBOCTb HAH B MOe€ OT-
CYTCTBHE UTO-HHOYAb 060 MHe roBopHaoch? C yTpa yx 6bl10
n3pecTHo ma tante, 4yto oTew XouyeT B3HTH MEHA C COOOH.
OHa, BeposiTHO, cKa3ana 370 getsaM. OHH, KOHCUHO, KaK HO-
BOCTb COOGLLHAH TOCTAM. De3 COMHEHHS, MO€ MOJIOXKEeHHe
KOMMEHTHPOBANOCb H MOrJo OblTb yrajaHo... a noruéaig, 1,
6elHSK, THMHA3HCT, YHHUTOXAJCA B rylasdax obuecrsa. $ pe-
WHACA MONTH HABCTpedy OMacHOCTH. Paccnpocbl Ky3WH H
JpyKeckoe BHHMaHHWe MoJjoabix 6Goraudeil AoKa3blBadH, UTO
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NOKyAa HM cllile HHYero He H3BECTHO, KPOMe BO3MOXHOCTH
Moero oTnhe3na... Sl Mor B OHY MHHYTY yTpPaTHTb BC€ CBO€
3HaueHHe... MeHs crnacia CYacTNHBAsh MblC/b.

— Mbl 200KHBI CKOPO paccTaTbCsi,— C YYBCTBOM CKa-
3aa s, B3siB pvki Jluasl 1 Hatanu.— §1 cefiuac neperosopu.a
H COMacHiIcst exatb ¢ OTIoM. [aywb, NPOBHHUHA, pa3.ayKa
¢ BaMH, HO ac¢aath Hedero! Hapo nogymate o cBoem Oy-
AyuieM. )

Y MeHst JIOBKO CJOXHJICS paccKas, 4To MOH oTell cleiad
cebe OrpoMiioe COCTOSIHHe TOPrOBbIMH NPEANPHATHAMH, 4TO
OH JKeJaJ HMETb MCHSA NDH ce6e W B cJyuyae MOero OTKasa
JHLIAJ MeHss Bcero: opHruHaa! §1 onucbiBad 10pOrHe BCULH,
KOTOpbIC BH/E1 Y Hero, B Oecropsjike, B X/J1aMe, B HH3€HbKOH
KOMHaTe, r'le Mbl LeJbll 1€Hb JeXXaJH C HHM Ha KoBpax H
NOAYLWKAaX, BLILIHTBIX 30J0TOM, KOTOpble OH npuBe3 H3 Ku-
Tasn. § yBJaeKkcss paccka3oM M yTewaJd camoro cebs GaecTsi-
el uMmnpoBusauned. Meutht obseryanH Moe rope H MackH-
poBaau Moe noJoxeHue. To 6bL10 Goabluoe cuacTbe. S uys-
CTBOBAJ, YTO 0XKHBAIO, UTO BOCCTAHOBJAIOCH B rna3sax JIOAeH
moero Kpyra... 51 B3AoXxHysa CBOGOAHEe.

— UYro nopapua tebGe oTeu? —cnpocuaa Hartaan.

Bonpoc Mor 6biTb 3aTpyAdHHTeNeH, HO B MOeM paccKase
1 yXe Tak onpejejeHHO oOpPHCOBAJ HM XapaKTep OTLa, 4TO
OTBeT COCTaBHJCA caMo cobol0.

— Huuero, mesdames et messieurs!' PewnTenbHo HH-
yero. $1 Mory pacnonaraTb BCEM H HHYETO He CMEI0 Ha3BaTb
cBoHM. M elie pacnoaaears TONMLKO B TAaKOM CJayudae, ecJH
COralych Ha HecKoabKo JeT N-ckoro H3rHanusa. JXpebui
6poweH, 1 eny. N 6yner mosa Kaaudophus...

51 He nowen B rocTHHylo, rae Obla oTel, a OH, NOBHAAB-
wHchb ¢ ma tante, yexa.s, He nMo3BaB MeHA. JTO CNac.J0 MeHs
OT HeNoBKHX MHHYT. OcTaBuwHCb ofHa, ma tante no3pana
MeHs. OHa Obl1a paccTpoeHa. 1 NoHAA, 4TO BCE KOHYEHO.

— Tante adorée >,—— cka3an s,— ymoJsilo Bac 06 On-
HOM — He TOBODHTC HHKOMY, He FOBOPHTE BalIHM JeTSM, UTO
A1 GeleH...

— Noble enfant® — orBeyasa oHa,— 5 NOHHMAIO TBOM
yysctBa! §l 3Haio, 4TO Te6A KAYT NHIIEHHSA, HO, YCHOKOHCS,
f1 He gaM Tebe WX HcnbiTaTh. Thl OyAeulb NOJAYYaTb OT MeHS
MaJleHbKYI0O CYMMY /1R TBOHX YAOBOJbCTBHH, M TBOH oTel
STOTO He y3Haer.

' nammi M rocnoaa (¢pany.).

2 Jpaxaimas TeTviuka (ppany.).
3 Baaropoanoe auTs (ppany.).
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OHa caep)kaJsa CJI0BO H HHUEro He CKa3saja, HO ee MYyX
He yMesJ MOJ4aTh, H AeTH Yy3HaJlH O MOeM HecuacTbe... Mbl
CBH/E/NHCh C HHMH ONATb yXe MHOro NMO3jHee, YXe B3poc-
JbIMH 1I01bMH, H, KOHEYHO, He BCMOMHHAJH Haluero AeTcKo-
ro NpoLlLaHbs,, HO OHO OCTaJOCb MHe MaMATHO, TaK XKe Kak
MOH NOCJefHHe ABa AHS NoJ OAHOH KpoBJel ¢ HUMH... Kak
BCE CTPAlIHO KO MHe NepeMeHHJHCb,— ryBepHep, F'yBepHaHT-
Ka, BCce B AOMe, 10 Ka3auka PHIbKH.

DTOT MaJlbuHlIKA COCTOS MPH MHe. $1 crapaJjcst Bbpa-
6oraTb cebe H3 Hero JOBEDEHHOrO 4esJOBeKa; MHe XOTeJoCb,
yTo6bl B HeEM COeLHHAJACh MOJOJafd OTBaKHas JOBKOCTb
¢ cTapueckoi npenaHHo#l 3a6OTJIHBOCTbIO. Y MeHsi Obla MOH
naean cayru. Kasanoch, s pocturan ero.. B nocneaHui
aeHb PUabKa MHe H3MEeHHJ.

MbicneHHo npouasch co BceM, s Bcnomuua Hauuu. Yto
OHAa CKa)eT, KOria Yy3HaeT OT KY3HH O MOEM MOJOXXEHHH,
Korjga BasepbsH cOOGLIMT ef, 4TO MeHS YBE3JIH, KaK MaJlb-
YHWKY? $ Hamucaa eit:

«HaHHH, A ocraBasito MoOCKBY W Bac, MOTOMY UTO CaM
X0Uy 3TOr'0, MOTOMY UTO HHaue GbiTb He AOJXKHO,— IOTOMY,
HaHHu, uto 60lochb 3aBJjeyb BacC CJAHWKOM Jajieko, oTBedasi
Ha Balue YYBCTBO TOJbKO BIOJIOBHHY... 51 cam Bbi3BaJa cloaa
MOero oTrlLa, OTOpPBaJ ero OT ero NpeANnpHATHR, 3aCTABHJ €ro
PHCKOBaTb COCTOSIHHEM,— H BCe [/ TOro, 4Tto6bl s MQr
yexaTb ¢ HHM, XOTb Ha KpaH cBeTa,— 51 BHXY rubenb ocobul
MHe elile Aoporoit H Mol co6erBeHHylo... [lpowaitte, Hauuy,
npowaiite... O, A 3Halo, Bbl MeHs He 3abynetel..»

YepHOBOe MHCbMO COXPAHHJIOCH Y MEHsi B TeTpaiH MOHX
CTHXOTBOpeHHH. $1 HanmHcan ero no-ppaHUy3CKH H MOANMHCA-
cs, Kak Bcerjga, csouM ncesaoHrumoM «De Sergy». ®uabka,
BMECTO TOro yto6 OTHECTH 3TO MHCbMO, KaK st MPHKasbiBaJ,
oTAan ero Banepbsany. BanepbsiH,— TyT si y3HaJa ero BMoJ-
He! — npuMuaJjcs B FOCTHHYIO, rae GbliH ma tante, ee Myx,
KY3HHbI, MOH oTel,— M npoues nHcbMo Beayx. Ma tante
axHyna, Apyrie xoxoraJsH, ortel moJyan. Ma tante ornana
MHCbMO H yHecJaa ero...

Tyt 6bl1a yxxacHas MHHyTa. Bece pasowaHchb; B Hapsa-
HOH TOCTHHOH CTa/0 THXO. Mbl OCTaBaJHCb BABOEM C OTLOM.

OH ewe nomosyaJj, NOTOM O6paTHJ Ha MeHSI CBOH MNPOH-
3UTesbHble ra3a M CIPOCHA HeGPeXHO, He BO3BbilIASA O-
Joca:

— OT0 Tbl MHcaa MHCbMeLO?

Y MeHfl MOAKOCHJIHCb HOTH.

— 4.
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— TIlpuunecu ero mue.. monsieur de Sergy,— noroso-
PHJ OH H YyJbIGHYJCA.

Tak oH 3HaeT no-¢paHuy3scku? Tak, cTano ObiTb, OH BCe-
raa Bce noHuMana?.. sl 6pocuaca k ma tante.

— Soyez tranquille, mon enfant',— ckazana ona,— s
cama nepenamM ed TBOe MHCbMO.

OTuy oHa cka3aJja, uyTO H30pBaJja ero.

Menus nose3au B N. §1 He Mory noxkasnoBaTtbcsi Ha 6ecno-
KoficTBO camoil poporu. Ma tante nonapuna MHe nmpekpacHoe
LOPOXKHOe TmnuaTbe. Mbl exajd B LIEroJbCKOH KHOHTKe, C
6pOH30H M MexXOBOH MOJOCTbIO; OTel KYMHJ ee MO 4beMy-TO
MOPYUYEHHIO H B3fJICA AOCTABHTb. B Helt 6bl10 NON0XKEHO MHO-
ro noayluek ¥ HOBEHbKHH KoBep, KynJeHHblH a1 Mens. Cam
OH, KaK TOBOpHJI, NPHBbIK €3AHTb KaK CJY4YHTCS, cJeloBa-
TeJbHO, TOJAbKO AAs MeHsi 3a6oTuics o6 ynob6cTBax. Mhue
6bl10 N0 KpaHHeld Mepe He COBECTHO, KOTAAa 3TOT 3KHNAX
noabexasj 3a MHOW K Kpblibly. C AMUIHKOM CHAeJ KaKOH-TO
MeLlaHHH, KOToporo oTell B3siics AoBe3TH B N. Ero counn 3a
Haylero nakes. [Ipowascs, 1 6bl1 TBepa H He naakana. B no-
cJefHHe IHH 51 06AyMaJ, UTO 3TO CeMeHCTBO He CTOMJO MOHX
cje3, H He aonyckaJa ce6si 40 HEPBHOH pa3Apa’HTeJbHOCTH.
$1 Mor ewe rpycTHTh 0 ma tante,— Ho H TyT s BHAeJ, Kak
MHOrO OHa caMa TepsJ/a BO MHe; 1 He NpeyBeJH4YHBAJ CBOero
3HaueHHs: el O6blIO O YeM MJ1aKaTb, OHA TepsAJa BO MHe MOBe-
peHHoro... OHa yBesa MeHs B CBOK cnaJbHio, 6yaTo A4
TOro, 4yTo6bl 6.1aroCJOBHTb, NOCTABHAA HA KOJIEHH Nped KHO-
TOM H 3aCTaBHJA NOKJIACTbCH, YTO 1 HHKOrAa HHYero o Hew
He Hanuduwy... XKankasa xeHuHHa!l

Torna e ona oTaana MHe. ABaalaTb NATb pybJeH, Ko-
Topbie obewana. [aAnsA, Kak oHa Obi1a paccTpoeHa, He-
JIOBKA, KaK OHA CTAHOBHJ14Cb OAHHOKA, A MOAYMaJ, UTO MOf
MeHCHS XOPOWO 3dcayXeHd. DBblio A0BOBHO W 3a6aBHOrO
B 3TOH cueHe: ma tante oTroBapHBanach, YTo, MOXeT ObiTb,
BMOCJNEACTBHH He Ha#laeT OKa3HH AOCTaBAATb MHe [dEHbIH
TahHO oT ortua. f obewias LOCTABHTb HJH YCTPOHTb eH 3Ty
BepHYIO OKa3Hio, cnpsita; O6yMa)KKy B KapMmaH H, MOMHIO,
oueHb Gosisicsi, uTOObl OTel, He YBHAAJ ee AOPOro.

[lytewecTsHe pa3Biekaer, HO Moe Obl10 TaKoro poad,
4yTO pasBJjiekaTb He Morjo. MHe 6blJI0 Tenno, NOKOHHO, HO A
cTpaaan HpascTBeHHO. [loaHAnach MaJjeHbkas MeTeJb, H
oTell HacToAJ, 4TOO MeLlaHHH nepeces ¢ HaMH DALOM B KH-
6HTKY. MecTo eMy NOHPABHIOCH, H OH He OCTaBJsA ero 6oJb-

! Yenokoiicst, moc auts (@pany.).
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we. Ortew B agopore 6bl1 Becesee, yeM B MockBe, B3gyman
pa3roBapHBaTb CO MHOIO, paccKa3blBaj pa3Hble Pa3HOCTH,
obpaluaj Moe BHHMaHHe Ha pa3Hble MecTa, pa3Hble Opeame-
Thl: «31€Cb TO-TO CJYUYHJOCb; 3TO TaKoe-TO 3aBejleHHe, Ta-
Kada-1o pabpuka...» IT0 MHe Hajgoeno. § npuTBOpHJICA cnsi-
UMM K MedTaJ; PaHTa3upys, A COCTABHJA LeabId pOMaH, B KO-
TOPOM [€eHCTBOBAJH s1 CAM H BCe€ MOH 3HAKOMble. ITO NOMO-
rajo MHe MNepeHOCHTb Moe HacTosiulee. YOeIMBIIHCH HaKO-
Hel, YTO fi HepacnoJ/oXXeH HH TFOBOPHTb, HH CJywaTb, OTeL
pa3roBapHBaj € NONYTYUKOM, C SIMIULHKOM; H4 MNOCTOAJbBIX
ABODAax, rjie Mbl MellKald TO AJNf OTAbIXA, TO 34 HEHMEHHEM
Jolwajei, oH Talwua caMm cebe NOAYLWIKH, paccTHaaN Ha NaB-
Ke CBOIO CTPAllHYI0 MeaBexbio wyby, JNOXHACA, NHA yai,
yrouiaJ AONYyTYHKa, xo3sieB. HakoHell Ha OAHOH CTaHUHH OH
cnpocuJs obenatb. $ cran Obl ecTb, ec/H Gbl OH MEHA He MOT-
yepaa. §1 oTkasajaca H yuwea Ha Kpboibuo. I'maxs Ha cy-
MEepKH H MOpo3HOoe He6O, i AyMaJ, YTO MHE XXHTb HEAOJTO,
M pacckasbiBas cebe CLUEHY CBOEH CMEPTH, MOCAEAHIO CUEHY
poMaHa, CKJaAbiBaBLIerocss B MoeM Boo6parkeHHH. MeHs
npepBaJl OTel; OH TOXKe BbllIe] HA KDbiblO, CNpALIHBaJ, He
XOJOAHO JIH MHe, He ycTaJ JH fl, H pelluJ, UuTo s nevaJjed
NMOTOMY, 4TO rosogeH... Kak o MHoro meHs nonuman!

— Tbl ayywe npusHafics, 4TO rpeyHeBOH KALIH He JIO-
6uwb. (5 B por ee He 6pan.) [loroau, cefiuac tTe6st yrocTar
POCKOLLIHO: XO3f1iKa BapHT Tebe TpH sIHlla BCMATKY.

Pockowb! Xo3aiKa, a 3a Hed U MOH oTel, BOCXHULAJHUCD,
YTO KypHua HeceTcst 3UMOI0. MHe OblJl0 HECTEPNHMO CKY4YHO
H 10cajtHo. § ckasan, uTo eM fALA TONbLKO 3d 3aBTPAKOM;
OH BbIpa3HJl NOJOXKHTE/IbHOE HEYLOBOJbLCTBHE, H $i [IPOrJO-
THJ 3TY «POCKOLIb», CKOpee, 4yTo0 He CMOPHTbL... Bce 3TH Me-
JOYH MHE NAaMATHbI, UMH 03HAMEHOBAJOCbh MOEC BCTYyIMJEHHe
Mo POHTEJbCKYIO BJACTbH.

Jlouwrage#t noaro He 6blN1O HA 3ITOH HECHOCHOH CTAHLHH.
Haexan 0603. lllyMm, TONKOTHSA, CKpbIN [10J103b€B, 11ap OT JO-
wajei... Bapyr BuxXy: Mo# 6aTiowkKa 0OGHHMaeTcss € KeM-TO
B 3TOH TOJNEe,— BCTPETHJ MNpHATEeNsi-H3BO3UHKA. Pocabli,
CTpalWHbIH MYXHK € 3aMep3aod 6oponow,— s Oyato eile
rasoKy Ha Hero. Orell MeHsl eMy «MnpeactaBua». 9 B aywe
X0X0TaJ; 3TO [AenaJOCb KaK-TO YMHJIEHHO, TOPXeCTBEHHO.
BeposiTHO, Boo6Gparkas, 4TO 3TO MeHs HHTepecyeT, o6a Hare-
pepbiB coO6lLaAM MHE, KAaK NMO3HAKOMHJHCH, KaK MNOAPYXKH-
JHCh: Tle-TO OAHH pa3 HX BMECTE UyTb BOJIKH He Cbeau; APY-
ro#t pas Kak-To BMeCTe YCKaKaJ/H OHH OT pa3bOHHHKOB B Jiecy;
otell Be3 Toraa Goabuide AeHbrH. 3a 3THM BeJHKHM cOObl-
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THEM OHH MOMEHSANHCb KpecTaMH. bBblio 3abaBHO cayuwath,
4YTO OHH BCTNIOMHHAJIH He CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYK OMacHOCTb, a
ONaCHOCTb 3THX KYHEYeCKHX TPHALATH ThICAY; MOMHHJH, KakK
XHTPO 3acTerHBajnacb CyMKa, B KOTOpOi#l OHH JexaJsH, no-
MHHJIH, C KAKOH DajoCTbio OHH BpYy4HAH HX HbipKOBBIM.

— Uto X 3TO Bbl,— CKa3aJa f,— MPONMYCTHJH TaKOH Xo-
pownii cayuyait? OctaBuiu Gbl JeHbrH y ce6f 1a cKa3lajad Ha
pa36oiHHKOB. HbipKOBbl 6bl He pPa3OPHAHCH.

HaBo3uuk pacxoxorasncs.

— Hukona# TletpoBuu, napeHb y te6s Becenbli!

H Measexbelt nackoil norpenan MeHs no 3aThigiky. 5 6ya-
TO elle YyBCTBYIO 3TY PYKY...

[Tanawa moit He ynbi6uyacsa. Torga 8 nogyman, 4TO OH
H3 JeJHKATHOCTH He NOKa3aJ HeyJdOBOJbLCTBHA Ha Takylo ¢a-
MHJIbAPHOCTb NMPHATENSA; HO MHOTO JieT No3JHee A y3HaJ, uTo
OH Obll1 HEL0BOJEH — MHOIO!..

Mui npuexaaun B N. Ucnoanusioch To, 4T0 A npeayyBCTBO-
BaJl, MeHsA OKpYXHJa 006CTaHOBKA, KOTOPOH MO# oTel yX
Jan MHe o6pa3yHK: MaJjleHbKHe, GellHble yeTbipe KOMHaTbl B
nepeyJjike M OJHa KyXxapKa AJf NpHCAYru. 5 gonxkeH otaartb
CMpaBelHBOCTb OTLY: OH MOCTOAHHO Obll KPOTOK, 3a60TJ/HB;
Yy Hero He Obl10 rpyObiXx NMpHBbIYEK, IPyOblX HAKJOHHOCTEH;
y Hero gake He 6blJ10 HHKAKHX MpPHUBbIYEK, HO BeCb CKJAal ero
XKHM3HH O6bl1 AN MeHs HeBblHOCHM. OH MOJHMMAJCA 4yacoB B
LIeCTb yTpa, HHOrAa paHbliue, HHKOr4a no3aHee, caM ybupan
CBOIO KOMHATY H NpHKa3biBaJ MHe yOHpaTb Molo. TpeTbsi CuH-
Tajnacb y Hac rOCTHHOMH; rocred HUKoraa He 6biBano. $ cnaa
y ce0s, HO YyTPOM 3aHHMAJCH H TOTOBHJ YPOKH B KOMHaTe
oTua, Ha ero rJjasax, H 3TH rjasa NOCTOFAHHO BCTPeyaJHChb
C MOHMH, €CJIH 1 pa3BJjekaJjcs. B n1eBATOM yacy Mbl YXOLHJH
H3 10Ma: OH — B AOJXKHOCTb, i — B FMMHa3HI0. J He 3anas-
AblBaJ B KJacc, H 3TO AeJaJjoch NpocTo, camo cobolo, HO 3TO
6bl10 HEeBBIHOCHMO CTeCcHHTesabHO... $ He omnbes, oxkuaas
TYMOCTH H HecnpaBeinHBOCTH OT N-CKHX NefaroroB: MeHs
NPHHANH TONbKO B nepBblil knacc. Mo# 6aTiowka, Ka3anocs,
He YAHBHJCS H He AeJaJ MHe HH BbiIFrOBOPOB, HH HacTaBJ/eHHH.
Brnpouem, moxer ObiTb, OH MOHHMAJ, YTO CaM HeAOBOJbHO
obpa3zoBaH ans HacTasjeHHH. OH NPOXOAHI CO MHOH YPOKH,
Hajeras Ha pYyCCKHi f3blK M HECHOCHYl0O MaTtemaTHKy. He-
CKOJIbKO pa3 si HanpacHO CTApaJiCA ero BpasyMHTb, 4TO MO-
PALOYHBIA YeNOBEK MOXeT MPOXHTb H 6e3 TOHKOCTeH poc-
CHHCKOH rpamoTbl, YTO CYETHOH MOJXKHOCTH S He BO3bMYy
BOBEKH, UTO MOH HAK/JOHHOCTH H3sillHee H 4YTO f Kenaw
YUHTbLCH HrpaTb Ha (JeiTe.
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— Tol roBopus, y tebsi rpyab caaba,— BO3pa)kaJ OH
XJaJHOKPOBHO.

Bcakoe yTpo OH NMpOBOAMA B ROJIKHOCTH, NMPHHOCHA 6y-
Maru ¢ co6olo, a ecJHd He OblJI0 HX, BCe-TakKH He ocTaBaJjcs 6e3
dena. BoicnaBlunceb ¢cBOH yac nocae obeaa, OH 3aHHMAJCA CO
MHOH HMJHM UMTAJ raseTbl H KHHIH, KOTOpbie Opana B 6GubAHO-
Teke Kay6a. OH XOaua B KAYy6 TOJbKO JJA NepemeHbl KHHT.
YacTo OH YWTaa BCJYX HJAH 3aCTaBJRAJ 4MTaTh MeHA. S uu-
Taw npeBocxoaHo. $1 pa3Bua B cebe 3TO AapOBaHHe: H3yyan
AeK/J1aMalHio, BCIYUIHBAJICA B HHTOHAUHIO apTHCTOB Ha cue-
He. Utenust B rocTHHOH ma tante 6biBajlH MOHM TOPIXKECTBOM;
. K HHM TOTOBMJICS, NpeABapHTe/NbHO NPOYHTaB A1s cebs
BCJIYX BhiGpaHHY0 NMOBeCcTb HJAH ApaMy. Ho ¢ oTUOM Mbl He
YMTAJH HH ApaM, HH noBecTed. B onaHOM H3 MOHX MHCEM K
ma tante s Tak oxapaKTepH3oBaJ 3TH UTCHHA:

«H3yyeHue cHJI NPHPOABI —- Bblllle CHJ 4eJ0BEYECKOTo
TepneHusa. Mayuenue vesnoBeuecTBa — B ero noaoHkax. Ma-
yyeHHe H3siLIHOrO — B HpaBax AaHuKapeid Hooro Csera».

MHe 6bl1I0 NPHATHO BNOCJAELCTBHH HAaHTH 3TO OCTPOYM-
Hoe ofnpejnesieHHe B nMedaTH: ma tante coobwuna ero onHOMY
CBOEMY 3HAaKOMOMY (paHLy3y-JHTEPATOPY, KOTOPbLIA HM BOC-
noab3osaJcs. Sl nucan e Bceraa no-¢ppaHuysckd. Easa npu-
exaB B N, s nocrapa/cs yCcTPOHTb HAallW CHOUWIEHHS Tax,
4TO06b! Y Hee He Obl10 OTrOBOPKH HAMMCaTb MHE TAHHO HJH
npucaath feHer. B Hawem npuxone Obll CTapHK CBSILLLEHHHK;
OH C MepBOH BCTpPeyH Kak-To noJaiobua meHnsa. $I nocrapaJjcs
YNpouHuTh 3a COB0O# ero MHJAOCTH, NOAXOAS K HeMy noa 6aa-
roc/J0BeHHe MpH BCex BCTpeyax, a4 MexXAay TeM Mnocaan ma
tante ero aapec M Hayuyusq ee YNPOCHTb MOYTEHHOro OTUA
NPHHATL HA ce6s TaliHyl0 Nepeaauy nuceM H noco6Hi OHOLE,
KOTOPOro OHa BOCMHTLIBaJa, Kak cbiHa. $1 caM cOuMHHA el
3TY KpacHOPeYHBYI0 H yOeauTe/bHYl0 NpocbOy; eHd CTOHJO
TOJNbKO Nnepenucatb H nocaatb. OHa Tak H caeaana. [louren-
HbIH oTel Obl1 10 CcJle3 YMHJEH, COMJIACHJCH, H BCe MOLLIO
OT.1HYHO. §I Mor nucaTtb ma tante, ckoabko MHe Obl10 YTORHO,
M OT1aBaJ] IIHCbMa Ha MOYTY CaM; OTBETbl NMPHXOAHJAH upe3
cBsiuleHHHKA. Mo#l oTell HUYero 3Toro He 3Hasn. OH naBag MHe
J€Her, KOTOpPbIX ROCTABAJO Ha MOUYTOBbLIE H31C¢PHKKH, HA LYXH
H MoMajay,— W HHUKOraa He crnpauiusag ortueta. Mapeaka, ans
BHAHMOCTH, 8 nucasn ma tante «oduiHaabHO» W npeasaran
IIPHIIHCATb H €MY, YTO OH H A€JaJ, HO BCCrAd 4eM-TO 3aTpYyd-
HAACH, U NO-pycckH. s MeHs mepecTasio 6bITb TaltHOIO, YTO
OH 3HaJ No-pPpaHUYy3CKH H NMO-HEMEUKH, HO, KOrla st CNPOCHI
ero, [J18 4Yyero OH He MOJb3yeTCH ITHM 3HAHHEM, XOTA Obl B
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CBOEH KOPPEeCNOHACHIIMH, OH OTBeHaJ, 4YTO «A3blKaM yuyaTcs
He AJIfl TOTO TOJIbKO, 4TO6 60/1TaTh H NHCATh B3JOP Ha Pa3HbIX
A3blKax». BeaeacTBue 310T0 Y6€XK A€HHA OH TOBOPH.A NO-PpaH-
UY3CKH pPejlko, TAXEJ0BATO, CKYYHO, MPOH3HOCH] HEMPHATHO,
3aCTaB/afAJ MeHSl YHUTATb CKYUHeHlUIHe BelllH H B 3aKJloueHue
yBepsJ, UTO S He 3HAI0 IPaMMATHKH!..

$1 n3anbiBaa or ckyku. OcTtaBaficb OLHH, Korjla oTell 6bla
33HAT, WJIH JI0XKACb CNaThb, fl, MPH3HAIOCb, TOPLKO MI1aKa.al.
Bbina 3uMa, AHBapb, caMblii BeCCabIH MCCALL 3HMbI; KapHaBan
B TOM ToAy Obla Hefoarii; B MockBe UM CMEUIHAH BOCMOJb-
30BaTbecs; Basiepban H Ky3HHbl 6eCnpecTaHHO TAHLEBAIH...
A mHe 6bi10 06eulaHo, «ecau 6y1yT AeHbIH», CBOJHTL MeHS
B N-ckuit Teatp na macaenuue! Mue 6biio CKasaHo, 4TO
MOTy npyraatiath K cefe TOBapHilueH, ¢ KOTOPbIMH COMAYCD!..
$I, KoHeuHo, HH ¢ KeMm He cowencs. Tolbko ynpsimo-oc.en-
JeHHbI MO oTell MOT He 3aMeuaTb, KaKylo NMPOTHROINO.IOX -
HOCTb COCTABJSAJ S € THMH «TOBapHULAMH», KaK 1 Obl1 UyX1
HX. 51 «oT/aHua’acss XOpouiMM MoOBeleHHeM», KaK TOBOPHJH
HaJ3HpaTeJH, HO 3TO MHe He CTOHJO HHKAKoro TpyAa: MHe,
MO0 MOeMy BOCMHTaHHIO, OLUIH MNPOTHBHbI IUYMHblE HIpbI,
Tynble BbIAYMKH, H3-32 KOTOPbIX Yy THMHa3HCTOB BbIXOAAT
CCOpbl H APaKH; MHe ObiJ0o (PH3HUECKH HENPHATHO B TOJMNE
1IaNYHOB; Al KAXXAYI0O MHHYTY NMpe3Hpas HX H CTbIAHJCH, 4TO
OCYXK/1eH CHeTb ¢ HHMH Ha OAHOM cKameitke. §I yuHsca pac-
CeAHHO,— MOXeT ObiTb, HMEHHO OT 3TOr0 HPaBCTBEHHOro
CTpajaHHsA,— BO BCAKOM cCJlyuae, OT CKYKH 3TOrO Ka3eHHoro,
HEeH3AUWHOro yueHHsa. BnpoueM, oT Heuero genathb, OT A0J6-
JeHbA MOero 6aTIOIUKH fl, CAyYaJoCb, BbiyUHBAJ YPOKH 0OCO-
6eHHO 1151 MeHs HecHocHbie. Mof npHBbIUHAA, NOPAAOUHASA
BEXJHBOCTb, OTTCHOK XOpOLUero TOHa Ha BceM MoeM o6pa-
WeHHH 3acTaBJsiH yuuTesell 6bITb CHHCXxoAHTesbHee. He-
NPUHATHOCTEH CO MHOM He CAy4anocb; Hapy>XHO MOfA >XH3Hb
Ii1a CNOKOHHO, BHYTpeHHe -—— fi TOMHAcA... I HcKaa yTewe-
HHSL B CBOEM TaJdHTE, MHCAJ CTHXH MO HOYaM H 3aayman
apamy. Sl Ha6pocaa ee noapoGHbIA NaH H nocnan ma tante.
51 Bpicka3an efi, H OHa fOJKHA 6bi1a MOHATD, YTO 3TO -— M0
TOTO BHYTPEHHEro OrHsl, KOTOPbIH CXHraja MEHsl, KOTOpOMY
6blJ10 HEOOXOAHMO [IPOSBHTHCH, KOTOPOMY ObLIO HEOBXOIHMO
couyBcTBHe... Ma chére tante otosBanacb odyeHb paBHoOayLI-
HO, eABa JIH He UIYTJHBO, YTO «MOJY4YHJIAa MOH BIAOXHOBEHHS,
HO He WMeeT BpeMeHH H OTKJaAblBaeT O HHX A0 60.1€e MOKO#-
HOTO HacTpoeHHf». Sl 104T0 XJAaj, HaKOHel NMOMNPOCHI BO3-
BpPaTHTb MHe Mo# naaH. OHa BO3BpaTHJAA, H eule noTeps.a
JIUCTOK H3 CPe[HHbl, H3 TPeTbero akra...
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Hactynuna macaennua. S cepbe3no ayma.l, 4To [LOJKHO
NOHCKATh BBIXOAA H3 3TOTO MOJOMEHHSA...

Kor:a pacnyckasau YUEHHKOB N0 10OM4M, nocae nocen-
Hero KJaacca nepeja MacaeHHuef, HaA3HpaTeb MpPHHEC He-
CKOJIbKO 6uJeToB Ha 6an ans aeteil W adolescent' , AaBaB-
WHHCA B cOOpPaHHH; AHPEKTOP MOCbL1AA 3TH GHJIEThl B noja-
pPOK cTapwuMm yuyeHHKaMm. MHe He Oblio 6unera. KoHeuHo,
s Oblql B MeHbIUOM KJacce, HO MOT pacCYHTbiBaTb Ha 3TO
MaJeHbKOe BHHMAaHHe: TOCNOAHH AHUPEeKTOp Mor 6bi coobpa-
3HTb, UTO €r0 «NpHMepHble, TpyLOoai00HBbIE H 6JarOHPaBHBIE
IOHOWH» 60JIblUe0 4acTbio AaJeKo He npe3exTtabenbHol. Moe
camoJobue 6bI0 3a4€TO, H MHE CTPACTHO XOTeJa0Chb Ha bad...
Mbl BbIlAH TOAMOIO Ha yaduy. S cablnag, Kak 0aHH H3 MpH-
TJaleHHbIX NPOCHJ CBOEro NpHATes, He HMeBllero GuJeTa,
B3AATb 6uaeT B Kacce cobpaHHus.

Bmecte 6yaem, 6ynem vis-a-vis. ¥ Te6s ecTb 3HakKo-
Mble, 2 TO f1 He 3Hal0, KaK ObiTb.

1 BcaywHBasacs B 3TOT rayxoi, rpy6oBaTbiii Luenot,
CBOHCTBEHHbIH TONbKO THMHAa3HCTaM, H BHYTPEHHO CMesJCH.
Ho mue xortenocb Ha 6an. Ilpusitenb HakoHel BHSAJA MoJe-
HHAM, 4 06a HanpaBHAHCb K AOMY cobpands. §1 cieana 3a
HHMH, BHA€J], KAK OHH BOLUJIH H BbIIUJIH, PagOCTHble, 6yATO
COBEpIUHJH NOABHT, H 3alaraJjH aajblue, 6yATO KTO 3a HHMH
rHaqacsa. Jeubrn ma tante 6biBanu Bceraa npH MHe; s Boluen
B cobpanHe H B3sin 64.eT. To/IbKO BbIAS HA yaHUY, S BCNIOM-
HHJI, 4TO HAAO CKa3aTb OTWY. IDTO O6blJO 3aTPYAHHTEbHO:
JleHer, KOTopble OH MHe [4aa H O KOTOPbIX, KOHEUHO, MOMHHJ,
HeL0CTaM0 Obl HAa TaKylo H3AepXKKY; OH CIpPOCHJ Obl, OTKyAa
A B3sa HX... [Ipuana noMoH, s cKa3an, uyTo AHPEKTOP NOAapHI
MHe 6HaeT Kak oTiHuuBeMycsi. Oteu He 6biBasd y JHPEKTO-
pa H He cTasn 6bl HaBOAWTb cnpaBok. OH noBepHJ, HO He
H3DbABHJ OCOGEHHOTO YAOBOJbLCTBHS.

— Hawen uyeM Harpaxkaatb MajbuHWKY! — cKasaa OH.

51 Bo3pasua, uTo AHpekTOp 0653aH AOCTABHTb MOJOAOMY
4eJqoBEKY, €My BBEPEHHOMY, cJyyal MO3HAKOMHTbCA € 00-
wectBoM. OH, N0 O6LIKHOBEHHIO, 3acCMesICS.

3710 THI-TO MOJOAOK YenoBek?.. BnpoueM, ctynah ce6e,
noxaJayi: tam OyAyT CTaplude TOBApHILLH.

51 TyT TONbKO COO6pPa3H, UTO OH MOT MEHSI He OTMYCTHTb!

JXKauab, neHer y MeHs Ha-MaJge, a Te6e HYXHbl nepuar-
KH. He ocrtasoch N0 MOCKOBCKHX?
51 HeBOAbHO yabIGHYJCA: B NepBbIA pa3 ¢ Tex Nop, Kak f

' onowe#t (ppany.).
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€ro 3HaJ, OH NMpH3HaBan Heo6xoaMMOCTb nepuatok! H cka-
3aJ, UTO He cueJl 32 HYXXHOe NMPHBO3HTb BCsiKoe ctapbe. OH He
BO3pa3HJ, H caM nocae obena cxoiHa 3a nepuatkamu. OHH
ObiJIH pycCKHe, KaKHX f1 He HadeBaJa HHKoraa. Ho # obayma.n,
Kak AeHcTBOBaTb, H HHUEro He ckasaj. 5l o6bsABHA OTUY, UTO
THMHA3HCTHl COUpaloTcsl HATH BCe BMeCTe, a NMOTOMY O/e.CH
HEeCKOJIbKO paHblle, 3alleq B Mara3uH H BbiOpas aBe napbl
nepuaTok; 1 OObIKHOBEHHO MeHsiN1 HX B noJoBHHe Gaaa. Mo#
MYHAHp Obla wHT B Mockse, 3a6oramu ma tante; popmen-
HblH, TYrOBHUbI 30J104eHbl Ype3 OroHb, HO MaToOBble, NMoyeMy
H He 6pocanunch rayno B raasa. [1puBbiuka oaeBatbcs clena-
J1a, YTO A1 yMeJ HOCHTb KpacCHbIt BODOTHHK: i 6YATO He 3aMe-
yan ero Ha cebe Kak HeusbexHoe. §I BbICOK pOCTOM H Ka3saJj-
CAl cTapuie CBOHMX JeT. ¥ MeHs GblaH yachl — nogapok Mu-
uest, KOTopble OTel 3anpeTHa MHe HajeBaTh. $| HenmpHMeTHO
yHeC HX, MOBEepPHJ Yy UYaCOBLIHKA, 3alle] B KOHAHTEPCKYIO H
CNpocHA 4alo: A He J106J10 NpHe3KaTbh Ha 6aa CAHWKOM pa-
HO, XOTA MeHsl H HHTepecoBaJso, Kak OyneTr cOHpaTbCa Npo-
BHHUHKANbHAA ny6JHKa, KOTOpYI Yyao6Hee pacCMaTpHBAaTb
MOOAHHOUKe. B KOHAMTEpPCKYlo BOWH ABOE CTaplIMX FHMHa-
3HCTOB; OHH NMOKYyMajHu JeaeHubl B 6yMa)KKax, BepOATHO, Ha-
MepeBasicb NOT4eBaTb CBOHX AaM; TpeTHi npubexana 3aBH-
TOH H3 6NHXKHEH LUHPIOJIbHHU. §1 B3r/SIHYA HA 4Yacbl U CIIPOCHA
rasety. ToacTtass npHCAyXHHUA B CHTUEBOH KodTe 3aTpya-
HHJaCb MOHM Tpe6OBaHHEM H NPH3Bajla HeEMUA-XO35IHHA; TOT,
6yaTo B mepBbid pa3 B XKH3HH, ycabliwaga cjaosa: «Echo de
Feuilletons», «Voleur», «Figaro»' -— u, noaymas, nocaal
ManbUHIWIKY KyAa-To «uyepe3 yaduy». MHe npuHecau 3aca-
NeHHblH HyMmep «CeBepHo#t nuenbi». [HMHA3HCTbl OrJSIHY-
JIUCb.

— Tocnoaa, cabliuuTe? KapeTtbi? cbhbe3xaloTcsa! — BCKPH-
yan OLMH.

Toponsicb, OHH COXIJIH BTPOEM OLHY NManHpPOCKYy H DHHY-
JIHCb BOH, HarpeMeB KOJOKOJbYHKOM.

— BeposnaTtHo, 311 rocnoga 6osTcA He HailTH cebe MmecTa
Ha 6aje,— 3aMCTHJ A XO3AHHY.

OH MeHSt He NMOHS W yulea BO BHYTpPeHHIolo KomHaTy. [lo-
Kynarteneid 6ogbuie He siBAfJOCb. [lpHcayxHuua Bpems OT
BPeMeHH BhITJAAbIBANa Ha MeHSl H3-3a ABepH. MHUMO OKOH
rpemMesid KapeTbl, cBepkast GOHAPSAMH. DTa 06CTAHOBKA H 4Te-
HHe HHCKOJIbKO He HACTPOHBAJH MEHS Ha NPHATHOE pacno-
JOXKeHHe 0yXa; HAaNpOTHB, § YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO TyNeiw OT Tyv-

' «denbetonnas xpounka», «Bop», «durapo» (ppany.).
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NocTH ¢QenbeToHa, KoTOpbIH 4HTan. Bo MHe NOAHHMAJHCh
TPYCTHbIE MBICJAH; s TOBOPHJ ce6e, UTO BOT, KdK Tenepb 3TH
MOWJIOCTH YOHBAIOT MOe H3sltHOe OoAylleBjeHde, TaK Mpo-
BHHUHA/IbHAsl XH3Hb y6beT MOH ciioccBHocTH. H penancs
mpaued. Hano 6b10 npepBath 310. Becnomuus Muiuens u ero
COBeT, si BeJiesl noaaTtb cebe OGHCKBHTUB H PIOMKY JIHKepy.
[TpHCAYKHHILA TOKOCHAACh HA MEHS, HCIIOJIHSIA 1IPHKa3aHHe,
H CIpoCcHaa, AOJTO JH 51 ellte MPOCHXY.

— CKOJIbKO MHe B3yMaeTcs,— OTBeuaJ si.

— Jlo6po 6bl Hapoa, a TO AJS OHOTO 'MMHA3HCTa OrOHb
XKeub. Xo3siMH Beses 3anvpatb. CnaTb nopa.

91 xoTe.1 BO3pa3HTb efi H 3TOMY XO35IHHY, YTO [OPALOYHBIH
Kade He 3andpaeTcs, MOKYyAd e€CTb B HeM XOTb OIHMH noce-
THTeJb, HO MOAYMaJ, 4TO 3TO OyjeT HalupacHasi TpaTa CJOB,
a ecJd elle BblHAET HEMNPHATHOCTb, O Hel MOXeT Yy3HaTb
MOH oTel.

— JKenalw BaM cJaQKHX CHOB,—- CKa3aJl s, BblHBAas
JHKep.

OHa, KOHEYHO, He [MOHAJA MOeH HacMellKH H, elBa s
NOAHSJICS ¢ MecTa, GpocHaach racHTb Jamny. 51, oAHAKO, yme-
PHJI ee NOUPbIB, 34CTAaBHB MOAATb MHE LUHHEb.

Lo cobpaHusa 6bin0 Hepaaeko. C jecTHHILLI cablilanach
MY3biKd... 1 NOHHMalO UyBCTBO AeBYLIEK, Y KOTOPbIX 3BYKH
Ba/jibca 3acTaBasiloT 6uTbea cepaue. OcBetlleHHas 3aJa Ha-
IIOMHHJld MHe MoOe€ HejlaBHee, HEBO3BPATHOC MpOLLJOE; ro-
pecTb yTpaThl CMELIAJACh C MJIAMEHHbIM XKeJdHHeM HacJaax-
neHusi. Bo MHe mpo6yauHanch BCe MOH CHJbLI, BCE CO3HAHHE
MOEro AOCTOMHCTBA H 3HAYEHHSI; BO MHE BOCKpec/Ja MO33Hs.
Tak [po/aKeH UYyBCTBOBATb H3THAHHHK, CTYMAUIHA mnocae
[LOJITOR pa3nykH Ha Oepera pPOAHHBL.

Y MeHs He Obl0 3HaKOMbIX. 51 TOTYac Hawea B ToJne
Hauero AMpeKTopa H noiues K Hemy. OH roBopua ¢ 3epHHlLe-
BbiM, T'yGepHAaTopoM, KOTOPOro s Kak-TO OAHAaXAbl BHIeJ
B 'MMHa3HH. §1 NOKJOHHJCSA, Aesas BHI, UTO OXHAAl0 KOHUA
HX pasrosopa.

— YT0 BaM HYXHO? — CNPOCHJ AHPEKTOP.

51 o6bsicHHa Mo-¢dpaHiy3CKH, YTO, He HMesl 4YecTH OblTb
3HAKOMbIM €ero ceMeHlCTBY, sl He CMelo MpHIaalWaTh TaHle-
BaTb €ro JAouepei H nMpowy MeHsl UM npeacTaBHTb. Mo# npe-
BOCXO/HblIH BbIFOBOP H MNOPAAOYHOCTb 3aMETHO €ro NopasHiH.
OH oTBeuas THXO, TaKxe no-¢ppaHUy3CKH.

— C ynoBoabcTBHem. Baiue umsa?

5l Ha3Bas ce6s W, B BbipakeHHe 6GsaarolapHOCTH, ellle
cllerka nokJoHujacs. Hauano 6bio caenaHo: s o6paTHa Ha
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ce6s1 BHUMaHHe. JlouepH aupekTopa OblL1H HEXOPOLH c06010,
HO A mnpuraacua obeux. [locie nepsoro Basbca MIEMSAHHHK
3epHuuleBa, NpaBoOBCj, HEMHOrO MeHsi MoOcTaplie, MPOCH.
MeHs1 ObITh Vis-a-vis Ha Becb Beuep. S BHIes, UTO OH caefad
3TO MO yKa3aHHWio cBoero AAAWOWKH. OH NpeacTaBH MeHs
cBoeH TeTKe, Ky3HHaM, ellle APYTHM AeBYLIKaM H MOJOIAbIM
JI0ASIM, W A cpa3y Bouiesa B Jaydliee obuiectso. Mbl TaHue-
BaJlH CBOHUM OTJeJbHbIM KDYXXKOM, MeX1Yy TeM KaK MMHa3H-
CTbl, KaleThi, AeTH MeJKHX UYHHOBHHKOB TOMAa/JH B APYrom
KOHLe 3aJbl. ¥ HHX pacnopsiXajucb 1Ba IOHKepa H H300pe-
TaJH HeBeposiTHble dHHAJbBl AJAA KaldpHjael. ITo 0CTaBAAIO
HaM TeMbl CMeLHTb HalHX AaM. JleoH 3epHHILeB 6bl1 Bece-
Jblii Maabifi, H 51, 4TO6 He KOHDY3UTb ero H Jyulie cOJAH3HTb-
Csl, He BblKa3blBaJ cepbe3HbiX CTOPOH MOEro xapakrepa: f
6bla1 CUACT/HB YXK Te€M, YTO Halles JIIo4eH MOero BOCTIHTaHHS.
Ho B Ma3sypke c crapuieii 3epHHILEBOH, HECKOJNbKO 3aHHTe-
pecoBaBlueil MeHs1 OPIOHETKOH, 1 AaJ BOJIO CBOHM BOCIIOMH-
HaHHAM, YYBCTBY, BOOOpaXEHHIO; sl NOBepsil 3TOH MOJIOLOH
NEeBYLIKE MO€ NpOoLIoe, MOM Haaexabl, npoues eit «Le Sul-
tan et la Rose»' —oOAHH H3 JyYlLIHX MOHX COHETOB; Yy MeHs
BbIpBaJachk xanoba, uto s -— dépaysé’.

[MpenectHoe caoBo! Haw rpy6bli sA3bIK ero He HMeet!

Ho He 6yny HeGaaronapeH: 3TOT rpyObli A3blK B TOT Xe
Beuep, B TOT »Xe MHI, OKa3aJj MHe ycayrd. 'yBepHaHTKa-
aHrJHYaHKa nojolia HanoOMHHTb, YTO nopa exartb. S Obla
B3BOJIHOBaH, caJa PYKY [lonHHbl H cKa3ana no-pycckH:

— T'ne n korna s Bac ellle yBHXY?

['yBepHaHTKa He noHHMana HH caoBa. S nouyBcTBOBaJ
c1a60e OTBETHOE MOXAaTHe KPOLIeUHOH PYUKH.

— He yxonute paneko! — wennyna [loavHa u nouwia
K MaTepH.

Yepes MHHYTY KO MHe mopouien JleoH.

— Terywka 3oBet Te6s,— cKa3an OH.

Mbl roBopusd apyr apyry Tol. $1 mowen 3a HHm. M-me
3epHHlleBa NMpHraacHia MeHsl K cebe Ha Beuep 3aBTpa.

51 npoBoana Hx. Ban onycTen aast MEHSI ¢ OT'bE30M MOEro
obiecTBa. $ euie BOPOTHJCHA B3rJISAHYTb, KaK KpacHble BO-
POTHHKH OTMJISAAICBIBAJH Ha BeCb LEJKOBbIH, KOTOpPbIH OTAaJH
3a 6HaeT. MHe 6bl10 TPYCTHO H UYXKA0; MHE MHHYTaMH Obl10
cMewHo. Ko MHe B3ayMmMan nOAOHTH TMMHAa3HCT YeTBEPTOro
KJacca BeTanH, cblH HCIpaBHHKA, AOBOJbBHO KPAaCHBbIA MaJb-

' «Cyaran n Posa» (ppany.).
2 BRGUT u3 Koneu (ppany.).
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YHK, OU€Hb THXHH, He COBCEM [JyMNblH, JieT 4eTblpHAAUATH.
B TeueHHe Beuepa OH TOXe TaHUeBaJ ¢ MeHblIoH 3epHHlle-
BOH, cectpoii IToanHbl, H faxe, 1 BHAeJ, Lie] 3BaTh €€ Ha Ma-
3yPKY, HO Y Hero JIONHYJH MepuyaTKH.

OH HeykJIlOXe HayaJ pacxBaJIMBaTb, KakHe rybepHaTop-
CKHe [JOUYKH XOpoOlUueHbKHe GapbillHH.

— byay uMmeTb ya0BO/IbCTBHE COOOUIHTbL HM Balle MHe-
HHe,— CcKa3aJl f,— §l TAHUYIO y HHX 3aBTp4a.

[Tokazanocb /1M 3TO Y CJAHIWKOM HEOObLIKHOBEHHBIM, HO
OH Kak 6yaTo ucnyraJjcsi. MHe cTaso XKaJjb ero.

— Yero xe Bbl opobenn? —cnpocHa si.— Pa3Be Takoe
BaXKHoe co6biTHe — Beuep y ry6epHaTopa? BoT NpOBHHLH-
ajbHOCTb!.. 1 AaBHO Bac 3aMeTHJ H, MPH3HAICb OTKPOBEHHO,
JaBHO XOTeJ BaM CKa3aTb, YTO Bbl [JepPMHHTeCb peGeHKOM.

$1 6bln1 HACTpPOEH; MHEe XOTeJ0Cb OTKPOBEHHOCTH, APYXKObI.
MHe npHWJI0O HAa MbIC/b, YTO 1 CAM BHHOBAT Nped co6olo, caM
HanpacHo Tpauyycb B 6e31eHCTBHH; UTO MHE CTOHT 3aXo-
TeTb — W 5l CTPYNIIHPYIO BOKPYT ce6sl KPYXKOK H3 MeHee TYMo-
YMHbBIX MOHX TOBapHuleH, Oyly HMeTb BJAHSIHHe Ha HHX 6Ja-
rogertejbHoe, a [Jsi MEHS TMOJe3HOe, KaK HPaBCTBEHHbIH
MouuoH. §1 ctan o6bsicCHATH 3TO BeTnHHy, HauaB — OueHb
NIOMHIO — MIPSIMO H OTKDbITO € TOro, YTO HH OLHH MNOPSIAOU-
HbIH UeJIOBEeK He 3anpsiTbiBaeT BOPOTHHKA H PYKAaBOB pybalu-
KH Tak, uToObl HE OCTaBaJjocb NMPH3HAKOB Oesibs; 4YTO TaK,
NnoXaJnyH, nesaeTcs B MX AHKOH TMMHAa3HHM, HO B obulecTse
MOXHO 6bl moaymaTtb 06 3TOM cepbe3Hee. OH cayulian BHH-
MareJbHO; MHe ObLIO TPOraTesbHO ero ypaxenue. Mue 6bi10
NMPHATHO AaBaTb €MY YDOK Ha MPAaKTHKE: eMYy elle XOTeJoChb
TaHueBaTb, a s, NOBTOPSAS O XOPOLUEM TOHe, 3aCTABJSAJ €ro
BO3/1€DXHBATbCS H He MpepbiBaTb pa3roBopa. 3ak/0ueHHeM
MOEH peuH s TOCTaBH/1 €ro B OKOHYaTeJbHOe 3aTpya-
HeHHe.

— Cnarb nopa,— cKa3aJa s, 3¢BHYB H B3I/fIHYB Ha 4a-
Cbl,— Bac, MOXeT ObiTb, 3TO €llle HHTepecyeT...

51 nokasas Ha npbirawoUMx 6apbilliedb H yuiea, npegocTa-
BHB MOeMYy coOecelHHKY Ha BblOOp — HJIH OPOCHTbCA B 06-
LIeCTBO, KOTOPOrO HHUTOXHOCTb Oblla eMy [A0Ka3aHa, HJH
noc/aenoBaTh 32 MHOI. OH NOTOM rOBOPHJ MHeE, KaK IS Hero
6blia TpyaHa 3Ta MHHYTA.

[To munocTH Moero 6aTIOWKH, 1 MPOBEJ MHHYTHL MOTPYA-
Hee. Korna Ha apyrofi feHb yTPOM sl cKa3as eMy, 4TO MeHs
3Baja m-me 3epHHLULleBa, OH HHYero He oTBeyas. OH cnpo-
CHJ1 MEHS, BIIpoYeM, Beceso JH MHe 6bl10, XOpOola JH MY3bl-
Ka, XOpOLIO JIH OCBelleHa 3a/a, XOPOLWH JH KoHbpekTbl? 5 oT-
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BeyaJs, 4TO 3asy Kiay0d OH 3HAeT, My3bika OOGLIKHOBEHHAA,
noJKoBas, a KoudekT Ha 6ajgax A HHKoraa He em!

— Hdaa menst raasHoe — o6ecTBo, B KOTOPOM si Gbl-
Balo,— npubaBu 1.

— MHoro 6bl10 TBOHX TOBApHILLEH?

—- Ha, KaxeTcs, 10BOJbHO,— OTBeuaJ .

Mens pa3bupa.o HeTeplicHHe. MHe XO0TeaoCb BOCTOIb-
30BaThbCA CJAYUUCM H BbiCKd43aTb €MY OJHH pa3 HABCCTAd,
KAaK A MOHMMAI0 3TOT HAPOH, KOTOPbIH OH HaBA3bIBAJA MHE B
ToBapHiwH. Ho 6bli10 Obl HEOCTOPOXKHO pa3apaxaTb ero.
Sl orpaHHuHCH TeM, 4TO paccKasa., Kak MPOCHA AHPeKTopa
NpeACTaBHTb MCHSI CBOEMY CeMEHCTBY H KakK 33 5THM 3HAKOM-
CTBOM, HaTypaJ/blo, NOCJICA0BAaN0 APYroe — ¢ CeMeHCTBOM
ry6epuartopa.

— Huaue s Gbli Obl Kak B secy,— npubaBua s, Tepss
TeprneHHe OT €ro MOJYaHHS.

— Te6e cTOHI0 CKa3aTb TOBApPHILAM: Yy HHX H CECTpbl H
3HaKOMble.

51 He BBIACpKaU.

— $ ¢ unMH He 3HaKWCb,— BO3pa3Ha fA.— BeTauH eue
TakK cebe, a apyruc — ApAHb. ¥ MEHSA HET ¢ HHMH HH OOLLHX
HHTepecoB, HH ybOexncHuil. BarnsaHyTb Ha Hac, Jleon 3epHH-
eB, 1 — JIO/IH H3 APYyroro Mupa.

OH Moauan. Maianbs ybupana camosap. Sl npukasan eh
BHIMAaAHTL MHe 6eabe K Beuepy. Koraa ona Bblwa, oTel
NOAHAJCA C MCCTa 3a cBOeH Npa3HHYHONH CHrapoi.

— Tbl nofifeiub cerofHA Ha Beuyep, eCaH 3TOT JleoH H3
apyroro MHpa 6ynet y Te6si noyrpy,— cka3saa oH.— § npea-
CTaBJAIOCH €r0 A€ TPH pa3a B o, B MyHAHpe H NpH wna-
re, ¥ OH BNpaBe He MJATHTb MHE 3THX BH3HTOB; HO €CJH OH
no3oBeT MeHsi o6elaTb, 1 He NOHAY, MOTOMY U4TO CaM He 30BYy
€ro ecTb MOH WH H Kawy. Pa3bepn — noueMy; Tbl pa3Mbitil-
JSITb MOXKeUlb.

— buaaroaapio, 4To npH3HaeTe 3a MHOH 3Ty CMOCOGHOCTD,
HO f1 3TOrO He NOHHMaw! — BO3pa3ua 1.

— Xaab. Tak A ob6bsicHio. Tel cbiH Ka3Haues H Geled.
Y 1e6s c 60raThiMH JIIOAbMH HET MPHSA3HH, KOTOPAS Cr/dXKH-
BaeT HepaBEHCTBO CPEeACTB; 3a TOOOR HeT 3acayr, KOTOpble
YHHUTOXKAIOT PA3HHLY NONOXKEHHA. FICHO JIH, 4TO rie YesoBeK
HepaBHbIA, TAM OH MOCAELHHHA?

— Moxet 6biTb, H nepsblii! — BO3pasua 1.

— Yem?

— Bocnurannem.

— Tbl 3170 0 ce6e BooGparkaellb!
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MeHn B3opBaJo.

— Bo BcskoM cayuae, M0 BOCNHTAHHIO 1 TAM He NOCJen-
HHH, a paBHbIA! — BcKpHuaa 1.

— BuHoBar, A owH6CA,— OTBeYan OH XJIaAHOKPOBHO,—
Bbl TOYHO PABHO CKBEpPHO BOCNHTaHbl. Ho HMeHHO noTomy
Heyero te6e K HHM NMPUCTPOMBATBLCHA: NIPH BAILEM-TO BOCIMH-
TaHWH JIOAH W OTBEPTHIBAIOTCH OT TeX, Y KOro KapMaHbl
MyCTHI.

— Ho kaxk xe Monoabte JiogH 6e3 CpPeACTB HayHHAIOT
CBOIO JOpOry? — npepaan f.

— Tlne?

- B o6uiectse!

OH He NOHHUMAaJ HJH NPHTBOPsJCH, OYATO He NOHHMAeT.
51 yBnrekcsa. 91 ckazan eMy, UTO eCc/H OH ITOTO Ha CBOEM BeKy
He BHAaJ, TO MOT 6Gbl O KpafHed Mepe NpoyecTb — H yKasal
emy Ha basb3aka. OH He BO3paxaJ, cJaylial BHHMaTeJsbHO,
H, TOJBKO Korja s, yBJeKasCb, H4a4aJj pPaccKa3biBaTb eMy
«Le Pére Goriot» ' — nepsoe BcTynsenue B cseT PacTuubs-
Ka, 3TOro nepsoo6pasa CBETCKOrO YeslOBeKd,— OH 3aMeTHJ:

— §1 3to 3Haw.

51 octanoBuacs. OH HaXMYpHACH; €My, KOHEUHO, 6bl10 He-
NMPUSITHO CO3HATbCH, YTO ONPOBEPrHYTb MEHA OH He B CH-
sax. Hano 6610 HAUTH APYroH BbIXOX; OH 6POCHJCA B MOLI-
J0CTb.

— Tlepo#i 3TOT... KaK ero?

51 nsaaunatb pa3 Ha3Baa PacTuHbska. 1 npumerus, uto
rocnoja Bpojae Moero 6aTIOlIKH, XKeJdsi Bblpa3HTh npeHebpe-
MeHHe, NpHTBOpPAIOTCA, 6yaTO 3a6bIBAIOT HMEHa, Kopyar
4pPHCTOKpPATOB — He YAOCTOHBAR MOHATH, YTO APHCTOKpATaM,
B HX OrPOMHOM KpYry 3HAKOMCTBA, MYAPEHO NOMHHTb HMS
BCAKOTO BCTPEYHOTO.

— Tepo#t, Bo-nepBbiX, He yecTeH. basb3ak H He aymaer
CTaBHTb €ro B NpHMep A1s noapa)kahusi... HeMHOXKo paHo
6110 Tebe, 110 TPHHAALATOMY TO/AY, YUHTATh TAKHE HCTOPHH,
HO YK CCJIH 1IpoyYeJ, TO NOHHMAaH Kak ¢Jae/1yeT, 4 He HaBblBO-
pot... [Mouab3oBaTbc BCAKMMH CPCACTBAMH HCUCCTHO...

— Hy, Bbl cesiv Ha Bauwero KoHbKa 4 noexaju! — BCKpH-
yaJ s, HCOCTOPOXHO He yAepXaBUIHCh 0T CMeXa: TaK OH OT-
YeKaHH,1 CBOIO HCTHHY. ’

OH BenbLIMA NO-CBOEMY.

— EaBa mbl cBHAeaHCh, 1 Te6C CKa3all, UTO Beeraa tebs
BBICJAYLLIAD, HE OTKaXXyCb CMOPHTb H YCTYMNA0, €caH Tbl 6y-

' «Oren Topuo» (¢ppany.).
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fewb npas. Tbl BMCCTO pa3bsICHEHHH no3sogselwb cebe 1uy-
TOYKH. $ HX He IPH3HAIO: WYTKA —— B CBOCM pOJie 3aXKHMa-
Hbe pTa. Tak u s B CBOKW ouepejib 3axHMaio Tebe POT: Thl He
noijewn B A0OM, I'/le TBOH OTell NOUeMy-HHOYAb HE MOXCT HJaH
He XOYeT 3HAKOMHTbCH; Thl He MNoixelb NMPHXBOCTHHYATL K
6orauam. Bbipacreuib -— TBOSI BOJS, & MNOKYyla — YCSLbCSH.

OH nowea K cc6e B KOMHATY.

— Jecnotuam! — 3akpuuaj s eMy BCJel, HO OH He Oras-
HyJICA...

[IpusHatocb 9 pbiran H pBaja Ha cefe BOJOCHI.

$1 He 6bln y ry6epHaTopa; A He Gbla B CNeKTakKJ/e Jo6HTe-
Jeit, KOTOpbI yCTPOHIICA B Kay6e; A HHrAe He Obln B nops-
NOYHOM O6LLecTBe BCIO MacjeHHly. 3aTo MOi 6aTiolKa, noj
CBOHMM NDHKPBITHEM, BOAHJ MEHA 1Ba pa3a K KakoMy-TO CBOe-
My NpPHATENIO, YHHOBHHKY, I'ie Obll AeCATOK AEBHL H A€BHO-
HOK B CHTUEBLIX NJATbsAX, i€ MOAABa/JM Yall B CTaKaHax H
NPAHHKH, F1€ TOBAPHLUH MOH, THMHA3HCThl, 3aTeBaJiH (paHTbl
H XMYPKH, rie Obla yueHblH KOT, CKaKaBLIHH 4yepe3 PYKH —
npeaMer o6LIEro BOCXHILEHHS H, B OCOOEHHOCTH, J100BH 0O4-
HOH M3 MEeHbIIHX X03sieK. 51 cMOTpes, Kak BCe 3TO TOJK.I10Chb
Ha NMpOCTPaHCTBe AECATHAPIWHHHON KoMHaThl. Kak f y3Haa,
HEKOTOpbie M3 3THX FMMHA3HCTOB AAaBa/jH YPOKH 3THM A€BH-
uam; H3 a100NbITCTBA A nocaylan ux 6ecelb...

Ectb, B caMoM gene, Apyroft MHp, Haa KOTOPbIM Mbi 6ec-
KOHEYHO BO3BbICHJHCb, HO KOTOPbiil, N0 3TOMYy camMoMy, cie-
Jancs HaM yxe HeJOCTynmeH: Mbl OoJibllie He BOJbHbI ONATb
CNYCTHTbCA B HEro; Mbl He B CHJAX He TOJbKO OMATb YCBOHTb,
HO [axe MOHATb Cro oObluaH; Mbl AdXe B LIYTKY He yMeeM
FrOBOPHTb ero s3bikom. Kak, 6biBafio, 61aropoaHble H3TH4H-
HHKH, CKPbIBAasiCb MeX/Yy YepHblo, HHKaK He MOTJH A0CTaTOou-
HO, A0 HeYy3HaBaeMOCTH 34TrPA3HHTb CBOHX PYK, Tak obpaso-
BaHHbIH YeNOBEK He MOXeT He BHAaTb cebf ABHXKEHHEM,
JKeCTOM, NOJYCJOBOM, /11 HEro CaMOro He3HauallluM, HO pes-
KO 3aMeTHbIM, IHKOBHHHbLIM AJ1s1 HH3lWeH Toambl... S uenbitan
3T0 Ha cebe. JleBUOHKH cTanH OT MeHA 6eratb, MocJe TOro
KaK i, Kak-TO NMPOXOASfl H 3aCTaBHB OAHY H3 HHX MOCTOPO-
HHTbCHl, H3BHHHUJCA, MO MNpHBbiYKe, Mo-¢ppaHuydckH. Crap-
IiHe JeBHLLbl, AOJMKHO 6biTb, CYHTANH MeHA pe6eHKoM. J He
npoBeJ H ABYX 4acOB B 3TOH KOMIAaHHH, KaK B HeH B OoTHOLLe-
HHH KO MH€ 3aBeJiCsl KaKOH-TO JYKaBblH, YUTHBO-HAaCMeLUJIH-
Bbli TOH. BrnocsieacTBuu, craB onbiTHee, sl MOHAJM, UTO TaKas
HacMellka — 6eaHoe njebedckoe OpYXHe, KOTOPbIM 3TOT
Hapoa 6eccHIbHO OTOHBAeTCs OT TATFOCTHOTO AJS Hero rnpe-
BOCX0ACTBA. BriocseacTBUH i NpHHHMAA 3Ty HacMeWKY Cno-
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KOHHO, HO B nepBble roabl MoeH 60pbObl OHa Obl1a MHE OueHb
HenpusiTHa. K TOMy >Xe AHKHe rHMHa3HCTbl AOBOAH/H €€ A0
HeH3siLHOro, 6apbIlUHK XHXHKaAH. $1 He xoTea ycTynuTb 6e3
6051 1 Npo60BaJ/J OCTPOYMHbIM PA3roBOPOM, H3bICKAHHOH BeX-
JHBOCTbIO, OCOOCHHOH TrpallHO3HOCTLIO [ePeTAHYTb nobeay
Ha CBOI CTODPOHY... Ho 1 HMes #eno ¢ OKOHYaTeJbHLIMH TY-
nuuamu. Ecan 6bt 71 6bl1 O4HH, A1 B3A Obl ULIANY H ylI€a, HO
A 3aBHCEJ OT Moero 6aTIOWKH. ITHM BpeMcieM KaKoH-To rap-
HH3OHHbIA KanuTaH M cTapas MaTb XO3HHA C BEJHKHM TOp-
KeCTBOM H XOXOTOM OObLITDaJH €ro Ha HECKOJbKO IATAaKOB
MEAbIO; MOTOM BCE, H CTapble H MOJOAbLIC, 3aTes1H NEeTb XO-
POM KAaKYK-TO H3BO3UHUBIO HJAH GypJalUKylo IECHK; NOTOM
B31VMa. M TaHlleBaTb noa pasburtoe ¢oprenuano. CocTasu-
Aacb Kaapuab. 91 oTkazaqcsa. MHe 6bl10 NPHATHO, 4TO OTell
BHZe, KaK A XOJOLHO H PE3KO 0OTKa3a.cCs.

OH BO1H MeHR elle HAa Beuep K KAKOMY-TO UONY-MYy3bl-
KaHTy, rae cobpanucbh TakHe :Ke JIOOUTC M, ABA YHHOBHHKA
H 1bAIKOH, H HCMNOJHAJNK 4YeH-TO A0MOTOMNHbIA KBapTeT. Tam
o611ecTBO pa3HoOOpPa3nIOCh elle CEMHHAPHCTAMH, CbIHOBbA-
MH XO3fIHHa.

Tak npowsa Mos MacjeHHUd. B nepsbii 1eHb Kjaaccos
BeranH cupocun mensi, nouemy 1 He 6bla1 y ry6epraropa. OH
Obln TaM, NpUraalleHHblt ¢ cBOHM oTuoM!

— A q Bac xnaaJs; xoTea NpoCHTb Vis-a-vis,-— cka3aJj OH.

Yto MHe ocTaBajoch OTBe4aTb?

— §1 nponexaa Bclo Hepeslo,— CKa3ah sl,— Yy MeHs Ha-
unHasaocbk BocnaJgenne. He no6epercs, Boixoasi H3 co6paHHs...

ITOT OTBET AOCTAaBHA MHE [0BOJbHO HeNpHATHOCTEM:
MaJbyHIIKH, TepoH UYHHOBHHUbHX BEUEPHHOK, YX YCNeJH
pa36.1aroBeCTHTb O HHUX NO FHMHa3HK. MHe npHuLloch OTro-
BAapHBATbCA, OOBACHATBLCA, BBIHOCHTb HCH3SILLHOC MOACMEH-
BaHbe 3TOil aep3koit Toanbl. Ho, cTankuBasich ¢ Helo, 1 y3Han
B Hel M cgoux JOLeH, TeX, KOMY MOl NMPOTAHYTb PYKY, KTO
MOP MOHHMAaTb MEHS; A Yy3HaJ UeJbld KPYXOK MOJIOAEXH,
CTOABLUEH OTAEJAbBHO OT MPOYHX, H MOCHCUIHA NDHMKHYTb K
Hemy. C IBYyMs TOBapHLUAMH Sl 10BOALHO GJH3KO couiescs.
Oaunn 6bl1 — KapmMakoB, HeCKOJIbKO CTaplIiC MeHsl, 4esoBeK
Gorateil. Ero ponHbie e uan B N ¥ IOMCCTHIH €ro y M-
pektopa. [Ipyroit tosapuul — Taauubil, AH1 vV CBOCH MaTe-
pH. 0cobbl ¢ cocTossHHeM, 06pa3oBaHHON, B/l1OBbI, AJ5l KOTO-
pPOH CblH 6bl1 eAHHCTBEHHbIM coKpoBhuleM. OHH ObiBaan y
MEHAl, noyeMy MOH 6aTiOlKa AOMYCKAJ MeHS OblBaTb Y HHX.
Marb TaauubiHa MHOrO YHTaJaa; y MeHsi OMATb ABHJAHCb MOH
Jo6HMble  MHcaTeaH, BO30OHOBHJACh MOYTHYECKAS JKH3Hb,
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npepsaHHan ¢ oTbe3na M3 Mocksbi. Ho f 6bl1 ocTopoxeH.
Koraa npuxoauau ToBapHILH, st MOCTaBHJA cebe TMpaBHJOM
3aTBOPATH ABepb Moeld KkoMHaThl. OTell pa3Be upe3 CTeHYy MOr
CJIbILIATL HAUIH PA3rOBOPbl, HO Mbl HMEJIH NMPEROCTOPOXHOCTD
FOBOPHTb THXO, BCCrjla No-QpaHlUy3CcKH, H NPHTOM OH BbL1 6bl
He B COCTOSIHHH [OHATL HaAll CBETCKMH A3biK. KapmakoB u
Tanuubin coobiiaan MHe, UTO AeaaJjoch B ropoie, B cBete,
rae oHH xuai. 91 oxua.a. Ilas Toro uto6bl NpeiynpeiaHTb
HX Ha BCAKHH ciayuai, s1 OObACHHI UM XapaKTep Moero orua.
CMesch, OHH 006CILAAH GLITHL OCTOPOXKHBLIMH.

Otew HH 0 uem He paccnpamwnsad. Ou 6yato nabawaad,
Kak s 60ploCb ¢ BOJIHAMH XH3HH, B KOTOPYIO OH TOJKHY.
MEHA, H PABHOAYHIHO XA&J, fl M CNPaBJIOCh C HEel0 HJH OHA
MeHA 3aTonHUT. Ka3asnochb, OH pacCuHTbiBaJ Ha CHaY Heobxo-
AHMOCTH, HA CH.1y NPHBbIYKH. MeHs BO3MYyllLana Ta MOCTOSAH-
Has KPOTOCTb, ¢ KOTOPOH OH HEYMOJIHMO, HeYKJOHHO NPOL0.T-
JKaJa JedACcTBOBAaTb NO-CBOEMY, HaBA3bIBATb MHe BOJIeH HJH
HeBoJlell MeJiKOoe, KOMOTJHBOe cyliecTBOBaHbHUe. Ckaan
KH3HHU Obll HEH3MEHHBIH; BO BceM cobJilofnaJjach camas Me-
JIOYHAfA 3KOHOMHS; HCCMOTPS Ha TO UTO KO MHE€ XOAHJIH TOCTH,
He 3a)XHraJochb JHIIHeH CBeYKH. B KoHlle Kaxaoro Mecsua,
npea MoJyueHHeM >KaJl0BaHbs, Y OTLA HHKOraa He 6biBaJo
[leHer; 10 JHIEeHHH He NOXOAHJO, HO Hesab3fa yxe Oblio pac-
CYHTBIBATb HHM HA KAKYIO JHuUIHIOWO 3aTtpaTy. Ho 4To A Ha3bl-
Balo JIHWEHHEM HJH H3JHWKOM? JIHlWeHHss MOrJaH 6biTb TOJb-
KO — He MHTb 4alo, a H3JIHLIeK — B3fiTb H3BO3YHKA, KOoriaa
rpasb N-ckux yauu genanacb Henmpoxoauma. $ nossoasa
cebe BO3HArpa)AartbCcA 3a Haul ob6el B KOHAHTEPCKOH HAH
B FOCTHHHLUE, HAaXOAA MPeAJOr BbIHTH M3 AOMa H 3Has, uTO
MOH 6aTioWKa HHKOrAa He noceulaeT 3THX MeCT; K 3HAKOMbIM
f HUKOTrRa He XOAM. nelkoM. Utobbt Kak-HHOYAb 6aaroBHA-
HO MPeACTaBUTL B HX rya3ax Molo O6CTAHOBKY, si A0MycKaJ
TOBapHlleH (1peanoaaraTb, 4To oTel 3apabotan Koe-uTo y
HbipkoBbIX 1 KCTaTH npHobpes TaM H Kyneyeckyio pacueT -
BOCTb. $l caM, IIpPH3HAIOCH, HA 3TO HajeAacA. HO NPOHHKHYTD
B €ro fesa He ObLI10 BO3MOXXHOCTH; He npsdya 6ymar, He 3a-
nUpas WKaTY.JIKH, OH KaK-TO YMeJa A€/1aTb, 4TO y HCTO Heyero
6bls10 HalTH. [loJKHOCTH KasHauesi, i 3HA0, NPHObLLIbLHASH,
HO He MOF K¢ OH IIPSITATh BCE, YTO MoJyya., B O1HH CBOH cTa-
pbtd OyMa’kHHK, KOTOPLIH TOXe BCCrAa OCTABAJCA Ha BHILY,
Ha ctoje. bulio ficHo, 4TO OH He 3aBOTHJCHA YNPOUYHTL MHe
COCTOSIHHE, H XOTA 1 HCe OblJl CLLC BIIOJHE YBCPECH, HO HPCAYYB-
CTBOBAJI, YUTO Moil HaTiollIKa OCTABHT MeHs HA co.goMe. Pac-
crnpauwuBath Obl10, KOHCUHO, HEeJOBKO, HO OJAHH pa3, BHAA
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ero B 3aTPYIHEHHH, sl PelHJCA H CIPOCHJ, KaKHe HaulH
CpeicTBaA.

— 'Hukakux Her,— oTBeuas oH.— Mbl C TBOEH MaTepbio
XeHHAHcb 6eaHo u paHo. He Bce GoraTbiM keHuTbesi. Mbl
6bl1d cyacTauBbl. CYacTbsl NEHbrOH HE KYMHLWb.

S1  yJAbiGHYJCH Ha ero CaHTHMEHTAJbHble CeHTeHLHH;
OHH — caMmble JyyliHe OTTOBOPKH. 51 He BbIpa3HJa CBOEH MblC-
JH H TOJNBKO 3aMeTHJ:

— Hagno 6bi10, ogHako, aymartn, o 6yayuiem.

— Eule HHKTO ero He paccuuTan, 6Gyayuiero,— Bo3pa-
3HJ1 OH.

— $§ cabixan, HanpoTHB,— cKasaJa fi.

— [a, Tbl cabixan o6uide Mecta. O6uiHe MecTa Yy 1aB-
HO HHKYyZJa He TOASITCH, TOJbKO 3TOr0 HC XOTAT 3aMETHTh.
K 6ynyuieMy MOXHO NMPHrOTOBHTb ce6s, a JeHEr He HaroTo-
BHUWbCH.

— Hanpumep? — cnpocua 1.

— HanpuMep — oTeu HakKoOMHJ CbiHY TbICSiYH, & BOCIH-
TaJ ero 6e3 unaps B rojqoBe. Hanosaro i cTaHer ThicAY H MO-
XKeT JIH OTell CKa3aTb, YTo obecrneuyda Gyayuiee CbiHa?

OH nNpoOH3HOCHA 3TO OYATO BOMPOCbI H3 apH(METHKH,
naxe Kak 6yATO HapOuyHO MOAAeNbIBaJNCHA MOJ TOH 3THX BO-
npocoB... Eule 10 cCHX mop 3TO 3BEHHT y MeHs B yuwax!.

Tak st He y3Han HHYero. dto 6bLIO HeyTelwHTeAbHO. Pas-
LYMbIBasiCb O CBOEM IMOJIOXKEHHH, i HACTO YCTYlaJ TAXKeJaoMy
yHblHHI0. HHuero B HacTosiuleM, HHUYEro BMEpeiH...

MHe naMsATHbl MeJKHe OOGCTOATENbCTBA, MEJKHe Myuye-
HHS, KOTOPbIX Obl1a NOJMHA MOSl paHHAS MOJOAOCTb... M aToMy
CBHIETeNIO0, ITOMY TBOPLY MOHX CTpPafiaHHi He BXOAHJO Ha
MbICJb, KAK 6JE€KHET OT HHX NblUWHbIA, CBEXXHH LLBET MOJOALO-
ctu! OH Boo6GpaxaJ, uto s fOBOJEH!..

[Tpuwana BecHa, cBATas Hedeas. Y ma tante o6biKHOBeH-
HO B 3TH IHH KOMHAThl y6HpaJHCb uBeTaMH. Sl KymHa cebe
UBeTOB H y6pa/n OKHa CBOed KOMHATbl H CBOH NMHCbMeHHbIH
cto. MeHsi oueHb YAHMBHJO, 4TO OTUY 3TO MOHPABHJIOCH; OH
6bls1 1a)Ke KaK-TO CTPAHHO YMHJI€H; C HHM HHOIMAA CJaydyaJqHch
TakHe yMHJeHHs. BeuepoM OH ckasan MHe:

— $1 3Halo, Thl 6anaraHoB He Jo6HUWbL. Xoyewb, 3aBTpa
no30BH cBOUX npusaTtened, Kapmakopa, TanuubiHa; A HaliMy
JOLKY, H MoeAeM 3a peKy, B A€PeBHIO, TaM pOlLa; BO3bMeM
¢ co60H yaio, MHPOroB, HaryJseMcs, a K Beuepy JOMOH.

51 6bl1 BO3MyuleH A0 ray6HHbl AYyWH: He obpallas HHKa-
KOro BHHMaHHSi HH Ha MOH BKYCbl, HH Ha MOH NPHBbIYKH, HH
Ha MOH YMCTBeHHble NOTPeOGHOCTH, 3TOT 4YeJOBeK MO3BOJAI

191



cebe CyHTb O MOMX OTHOUIEHHSIX K JIIOASIM, Ha3blBas npuAare-
AAMU MOHX MPOCTbIX 3HAKOMBIX; HAaBA3LIBAJCA C Mpelloxe-
HHSIMH yBeceJeHHH HeyA0GHbIX, HEH3ALIHbIX, MEULAHCKHX; He
coobparkaJj, 4YTO MHe COBECTHO MPHIJIACHTb NMOPSALOUHBIX MO-
JOABIX Jlofeld — Jje3Tb B TPA3HYIO JOAKY, €CTb XO.01Hble
MHPOTH CTpsinaHbs ManaHbH,— Aa elle B o6luecTBe ero, ca-
Moro Moero GaTiwiukH!.. 51 eaBa Bo3aepiKaJjcsi H OTBeua.:

— MoOH «lIIpHATCAH», KAK BaM YTOAHO HX Ha3BaTb, Bepo-
ATHO, yX€ 3apaHee H HECKOJbKO 3aHHMaTe/bHee pacnoJo-
JKMJH CBOHM 3aBTpdwiHHM AHeM. Tlpuraawarb HX 1103QHO,
H A 3Haio, YTO HanpacHo. M 71 cam He 110610 BOAbI.

— JKaab,--- cka3an oH XNaJHOKPOBHO,— TakK Tbl He yMe-
ellb MaaBaTb?

— KoHeuno Her. ¥ mens rpyab caaba.

Kaxercsi, ero Hauaga 6eCOKOHTb 3Ta OTFOBOPKA, KOTO-
pylo i NOBTOPA.1, -~ CJayyanocb — 3a6bIBLIHCH, CAyya.10Chb —
HaMepeHHO: MHC XOTea0Cb 4YeM-HHOYAb OOpPATHTb BHHMaHHe
3TOTO Ye/J0BE€KA Ha TO, KAKOBO JOCTAETCA MHE XXH3Hb. ¥ Hero
HAaKOHell Hcue3sa ero cKenTHueckasi yabiOKa, sIBIsABLIASCS
npu MoeH xkanobe. OH CcTaa 3aA/yMbIBATbCS H M0O3BaJ A0KTO-
pa. 1 c nmepBbiX IPHCMOB Y3HAaJ HeBeXAy H nortewancs, c6H-
Bas ero ¢ Toaky. He 3Ha1o, 4To OH 06bSICHH MOeMy BaTioLKe,
HO 6aTIOWIKA COBEPILEHHO YCHOKOHJCS.

OH MeHs He Ja100Ha; 3TO OblIO ACHO...

Mensi He nepesean BO BTOpPOH KJaacc. 3To, f1 BHIe., He
NOHPABHIOCL OTIY, HO MHe GbiI0 pelIHTeNbHO BCe PaBHO.
Sl noHAa, YTO A CKyyaa OT HeRoCTaTKa obuecTBa,— Telepb
OHO y MeHsl Oul10, si UYBCTBOBAJ ceGsi He OAHHOKHM, H 3TO
MPHAABAJIO MHC OAKHBJICHHA H GOAPOCTH. JIeTHIOW BAKAUHIO
A nposej B TFOPOAE, 10BOJNbHO CBOGOAHO, MOTOMY YTO OTel
XOHA B AOJKHOCTL, @ $i, OCTABasiCb A0Ma, MOl 3aHHMATbCA
yem xorteq. KapMakoB Toxe He ye3xan B AepeBHIO; Mbl Gbl-
Ba/H noctosHHo smecte. OH cpa3y MOHAJ XapaKTep OTLaA,
H, He CrOBAPHBAACH, Mbl 3HAJAH, KaK H36eraTb CTOJNKHOBECHHH
M orpaaaTb Hauly He3aBHCHMocTb. [Ipeanoanaranoch, uto
Mbl 3aHHMAeMCs BMeCTe, YTO HaM HEeROCYr,— H K TOMY »Xe
JeTHHe Beuepa H HeLOJrH, H MaHfIT Ha BO3AYX,— a NOTOMY
MOH YTEHHSl C OTUOM MPEKPaTHJHCb. JTO caenajocb 6yarto
camo coboio. Bapoem Bcskoe aeno serue, U BaBoeMm ¢ Kap-
MaKoBbIM MoOsl 6opb6a ¢ OTUOM nolwaa ycnewHee. 51 aecTBo-
BaJ MoJsua. Koraa onfiTb HayaJuCb KJAcCCbl, i CTajJ 3aHH-
MaTbCA H FTOTOBHTb YPOKH OA4HH, B cBoell KoMHaTe. OTell npea-

192



JOXHJ 6bl10 BO30OGHOBHTb CBOHM JIEKLUHH, 1 OTKa3aJjcs, 06b-
SICHHB, YTO OLHOMY MHe yaoOHee, H MONPOCHJ] He CTECHATHb
MeHsi. MoH npekpacHble cNOCOGHOCTH NNOMOTJIH MHe OpOBepr-
HYTb €ro OnaceHHs, TeM 6oJiee YTO B 3TOT FOA A MPOXOAHJ B
Kjgacce yxe 3Hakomoe. B cneayooune asa roga, XxoTsi H CKy-
yas raynol rHMHasHel, s He 3ama3abiBaa B Kjaaccax. $ npu-
COeHHHJACA K aPHCTOKPATHYECKOMY, MOPAAOYHOMY KPYXKKY,
B raaBe KoToporo 6b.1 KapmakoB, Ho kKotoporo s Obla 4y-
woto. Hac no6un aupextop. OH MOTr Ha HAC MOJAraTbCs: Mbl
He CKDbIBaJH OT HEro aJocTed W MHEHHH OCTaJbHOH TOAMNBI
YUEHHKOB, TaK Xe€ KaK H MOCTYNKOB H MHEHHH CaMHX rocnoa
yuuTesed. Mbl MOXeM CMeJIOo cKa3aTh, uTo 6e3 Hac AHPeKTop
He 3HaJa 6bl cBOEH T'MMHA3HH; Mbl OblJIH 110J1€3Hbl KAK [1€ATeJH.
Co BceM TeM Ha HAC He MOT [10XKaJIOBATbCSA HH OJHH H3 YUH-
TeJeH WK Hal3HpaTeled: Mbl CaMH Oepersii HX H da)<e npe-
dynpexaaJH B CAydyasix, eciaH KJacC rOTOBHJ HM HEMPHATHO-
¢TH. OHH 33BHCENH OT Hac H 4yBCTBOBAJH, UYTO AJsl HUX Obl-
J10 6bl HEBLITOAHO, ec/H Obl Mbl MPHCTAJH K HELOBOJbHbIM.
Mbl yMead BHYWHTb yBaXXeHHe N0 KpanHeH mepe OOJbLIHH-
CTBY TOCMOA YuYHTeJeH, a YNpPsiMOe MEHbLIHHCTBO HaM ObLIO
HEeCTPAalUHO: OHO LOPOXHJO CBOHMH MEeCTaMH — B Te BpeMe-
Ha [J0OBOJbHO WATKHMH — H He OUYeHL BO3BbIWIAJO roJoc B
rHMHa3H4yecKHX coBeTax. Kak 6bl HH 3aHHMAaJHCb Mbl B Teue-
HHe Tro,1a, Mbl 3HAJH, UTO HA TOAHYHbIX 3IK3AMEHAX HallH
6anabl 3aBHCAT OT AHPEKTOpa.

Orel. MOT C/ledHTb 3@ MHOIO, CKOJBKO €My Obi0 YropHo:
fl He JeJsaJ HH OLHOrO NpefoCYyAHTeNbHOro loctynka. Ero 3a-
6aBHan nocaja o6pyluHaAACh HA TO, YTO A Obl] CJIHLIKOM THX,
nopsaoueH, He no nJeuy emy. HapyxHo Kpyrom Hac HHUTO
HEé H3MEHAJOCb, HO BHYTPEHHO A He CyMelo MPOCJeaAHTb, KakK
nocTeneHHo s U36aBARAACA OT ero Taroteouwel BaactH. Ko-
HeuYHO, 3TO Obl10o cJaelcTBHeM MoeH COOCTBEHHOH CHJBHOM
BOJIH, HO HHOT4a MHe Ka3aJ/oCb, UTO OH KakK 6yATO yTOMHJCA
v orcrynaa. CTOJNKHOBEHHSI MeXAY HaMH CTaHOBHJHCb Bce
pexe. CkasaB cefe, 4TO 3TO YeJOBEK OTCTaJbld, C KOTOPbIM
BrepeaH, B XH3HH, Y MEHA He NpeACTaBHTCA HHYero obuiero,
A Waana cebsi, He pacTpauydBas NapoM CBOH CHJbl. §1 3Han
ero MaHepy — Ae#CTBOBATb He BO3BbiWAA rojoca, H NPHHAN
TOYHO TAKYIO Xe€; Al TONbKO CTaBHJ €ro B HEOOXOLAHMOCTb CO-
3HABATbCA, YTO €CJAH OH CTECHHT MeHA B ueM-HHOYAb, TO NO-
CTYMHT He MO CNPaBeANHBOCTH, @ [10 KANpH3y, CJAel0BaTe/b-
HO, 6y/leT BHHOBAT, HA OCHOBAHHH CBOHX COOCTBEHHBIX ybex-
neHHH. 51 He pa3 cmesJcs, cTaBs ero B TaKoe MOJIOXKEHHE,
H N1060BaJNCA, KaK OH TepsAJCA H 3anyTblBaJCA, CTapasch 10-
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Ka3aTb YTO-TO H HC AOKAa3biBasi HH4Yero, KpoMe CcOOGCTBEHHOTO
‘Heo6pa3oBaHHOTO YNPAMCTBA.

— OaHako Tbl HHuero He jJenaellb,— 3aMeTHJ OH MHe
OAHAXAbI.

— $§l nATHIA rol B rMHMHAa3sHH H B YeTBEPTOM KJjacce,—
BO3pa3HJ f.

— Ha, Ho TebGe lwecTHaauaTtb. KpoMme KJacCHbIX 3aHS-
THii, no6pble JIOAH AYMaIOT, Kak Obl elle yeM-HHOyab Y6paTb
cebe roJoBy.

— §1 yHTal A0BOJBHO.

— BaaopoB,— cka3an OH, NOKa3aB Ha KHHTY, KOTOPYIO 1
aepxang.

— 370 «La Tulipe noire»', nctopuueckuii poma.

— Anekcauapa Hioma. loTpyanch pacckasatbh MHe HC-
TOpHYecKHe (PaKTbl, Ha KOTODPbIX MOCTPOEH 3TOT POMaH.

— $1 aymaio, 3TH dakThl HHKOTAa MHe He NoHaao6ATcH,
no KpahHeH Mepe He BHAaJ, 4YTOO OHH KOMY-HHOYyIb MOHa-
LOGHJ/IHCD.

— A 3Ta yenyxa — moHaaoGHTCH?

— $  XydoXHHK,— BO3pasua f,— 1 JIOOYIOCb SPKHM
BBIMBICJIOM, KaK BCeM, UTO eCTb H3silllHOro B npupoae. Komy
0X0Ta, MNYCTb KOnaeTcsi 40 KOpPHeH, a f [AOBOJbCTBYIOCH
UBETAMH.

— A ArogkH 3THX UBETOYKOB?

— § Bac He noHuUMalo,— oTBeuyas f H obpaTnJics K
KHHre.

4 Bceraa tak aeJsaJ, 4uto6 OTBA3AaTbCA;, cCHayaJsaa oH 6bl10
npo6oBan O6BACHATbL MHE MOH «HETIOHHMAHHA», HO HaKoHeu
OTCTYMHJCA.

— Tbi MeHst oueHb N@BHO, KAK Mbl TOJIbKO CIOAA €XaJH,
BblyUHJ CJIaBHOH NMOTOBOPKE: «HET XYXKe TJIyXOoro, KaK TOT,
KTO CAyWaTh He XOueT»,— CKa3aJs OH MHe OJHa» bl ¢ 3J0na-
MATHBIM CMEXOM.

OH TO4HO 6bl1 3/J0NaMsATEH, XOTb H KPOTOK C BHAA; A He
pa3 uMmes cayuyad B 3TOM y6eaHTbCA H NMOCTaBHJ cebe edHH-
CTBEHHbIM NMPaBHJIOM He o6pallaTbh HH HA YTO BHHMAaHHA paldH
COGCTBEHHOr0 CMOKOHCTBHSA... TO CMOKOHCTBHE A0CTaBaJOCh
MHE TPYAHO.

Ho s noMuHa, 51 co3naBas, 4To 51 JOIKEH XHTb, XXHTb A5
obiecrBa, ansn ce6a, Aaa KH3HH. 1 He xoTen npomanaTh B
MOEM TeMHOM yriy. MeHsl 3Ha/ MO#H KpY»OK, HO — H TOJbKO.

! «Yepuuiii TI0abNaH» (Ppany.).
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MHe xoTeslocb 3HAKOMCTB, pa3Hoobpa3usa. $ Bocnosab3oBal-
CAl NepBLIM CJyuyaeM M, Kak Bceria, He owwH6eA.

Tor1a B ruMHasusx ewe 6biBa. 14 TOPXKECTBEHHbIC My6aHuU-
Hble aKTbl. Pa3 f1 4dMTaa1 Ha 3ITOM AKTC CTHXH, HO 3TO Obl10
KAKOC-TO POCCHHACKOC NPOH3BEACHHUC, He 0OpaTHBINCE HHUbE-
ro BHHMAHHA, HCPECMHAAa AypHoOro ToHa. Ee Buibpaa ans ute-
HHS YUHTCb CJOBECHOCTH; RHDEKTUP HE Mpoye. HpeaBapH-
TeJ1bHO H 6bl1 MHe oueHb 6jarofdapeH 3a TO, 4TO #A, 4YHTaf,
CrUI4/IMT MJIH BBHIYCTHA MeCTa, Ha KOTOpbIC, HoxXaday#, obpa-
TH.IH Obl HHbIE BHHMAHHE, B OTYETe 00 4KTC W He IIOMAHYJIH
06 3TOM cTHXOTBOpeHHH. [locsie 3Kk3aMeHa B TPETHH Kjaace A
[IONPOCHJ y AHPEKTOPA NO3BOJEHHA CKa3aTb Ha dKTe HebOoJb-
Wyl pedb K MOcCeTHTeAM, no-¢paHuyscku. 51 namucan sty
peub, AMPEKTOpP NpPOCMOTpes ee (eAHHCTBCHHO aaa op-
Mbl),— oHa O6bllla cKa3zaHa M npoussena ¢ypop. Mok Oa-
TIOWKA YK€ He MOT MHe 3anpeTHTb GbiTb B 3TOT R€Hb Y rybep-
HaTopa: A Obi1 npuraaweH oberaTb K HEMY BMeCTe ¢ Bbilly-
LeHHbIMi yyeHHKaMH. [lpaBaa, GbliH NpHraalleHbl TakxKe
Kapmakos, TaanubiH, BeTaHH, HHUeM He OTJIHUHBILHECH, HO
A O6bl1 pax HX 0OLLeCcTBY: BbiINYLIEHHble ObLIH BCEe HE H3
nawux. M-me 3epHuuleBa Gblia Yype3BbIYaHHO NPHUBETAHBA;
aouepH, [TonnHa B 0COGEHHOCTH, YK AeDPKAJIHCb B3POCJbIMH
NeBYUIKAMH; 3TO NPOH3BOAHNO HEOOJbUIYIO XOJ0/HOCTb B HX
obpatllleHHH, HO 3Ta XKe XOJOAHOCTb J0Ka3biBaJd, YTO Mbl B
HX [J1a3ax yXe He MaJbUMKH, a MOJodble JIIOAH HX MoKoJae-
HHA, C KOTODbIMH yX€ HYXXHa OCTOPOKHOCTb. [lonuna Gbina
ouapoBaTejbHa; OHA CKa3ajna MHe, YUTO Ha 3HMY OHH obe
¢ marepbio yeayT B [letep6ypr. 51 HanoMHH. el Hawy nepByio
6aJbHYyl> BCTpeyy; OHa oTBeyana YKJOHUHBO, OYATO HE MOT-
J1a WK He XOTes1a rOBOPHTb. 5 NOwWYyTHA el STHMH XEHCKHMH,
MHJIbIMH HERLOroBOpKamHu; oHa O6yaro obGuaenacb H, aeqas
BHA, 4YTO He o6pallaeT Ha MeHA BHWMAaHHA, 3aHUMaJnach
APYTHMH, BbiYLIEHHbIMH THMHa3ucTamu. H npucaywanca
K ee Bornpocam: Bce ObllH Ha OjHH o6pa3eun — o0 cembe, 00
YHHBCPCHTETCKHX (akyabtetax. MHe HpaBuaacb B Hel 3Ta
HeNOBKas, HCTHHHO CBETCKAA CHHUCXORMTE/JIbHOCTb, OHa HC-
NO.JHAJA OO0A3AHHOCTb MOJIOROH XO3SIHKH B OTHOWEHHH K
protége csoero oTua M jeaana 3To rpalHo3HO H 6ECCTpacTHO.
S capturaa, yto B Tletepbypre ee 6yayT BbIBOZHTL B CBET H
IIPeACTABAT KO JABopuy. B camom jeace, npoBHHUHA ee He
CTOHTA...

[Toapyxachk ¢ KapMakoBbiM, st 6bIBaA.1 OYCHE HACTO B J0ME
AHPCKTOPA, TVIRAT B TOPOICKOM €41y ¢ €TI0 CCMCHCTBOM, TaH-
HOBAST v HHX, ecitit cOnpaanch. Ko 1o pux icnns AeHbl IH-
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peKTopa A MmoAaJ MbiCIb YCTPOHTb He6OoJbWOH MpPa3aHHK C
charades en action ' u no3apaBHTENbHLIMH KYMJAETaMH, KO-
Topble crnesa ee Jio6HMasi, BTopas, Aodyb. CioBa ObLIH MOH.
KapmakoB, Heaypho urpasiuui Ha dQoprensato, npubpaa
K HHM My3bIKY. $l 4yTe ¢ HUM He moccopHaca. EMy HpaBuaach
cTapwas AeBHUd, KOTOPAA H MeJa noJyulle, H OH A0Jro He
MOT MOHSAITH, YTO TYT BaxXHee 6bl1I0 YrOAHTb YyBCTBY J1006BH
POLHTENLCKOMH, HEXKEJIH A0CTaBHTh AaMe CBOero cepaua yao-
BONbCTBHE OJecHYTh TasaHToM. OH, BnpoyeM, 6bil CaMbiM
HCKPEHHHM 06pa3oM BJIOGJIEH B 3Ty HEKPAcHBYlo 0coby, KO-
TOpas oTBeyaJa eMy TeM Xxe. PoaHTesH BHAEAH 3TO, KOHEUHO,
HO He mpensTcTBoBaJH. KapmakoBa Geperan H Jejefn; Ma-
Jbii nmpocTtoBaTbili, 6oraTbif, C HeB3biCKaTeJbHO# pOJHEH,
KOTOpPasi TOJIbKO NPHCbL1aJa AeHbIH, He CIPalHBan HH O YeM
najblue, oH Obl1 caaBHb xeHWXx. EMy B nome aupektopa
XHJOCb KAK POAHOMY CbiHY; TeM MpHATHee Obl10 AJAS €ro
roctefi. TaM NMPHXOAHNOCH BCTPEUATbCH H C APYTHMH FHMHa-
3uctamu, Ho KapmakoB H s, NPUHAB B Hall KPYXOK eule
HEMHOTHX, C OCTaJbHbIMH OFPaHHYHBAJHCH TOJBKO HEH36E€X-
HbIMU CHOWEHHSAMH. TaNHUbIH, XHBA y MaTepH, 6bll 3HAKOM
CO BCEM TFOPOJOM H AOCTaBHJ MHe MHOrO 3HaKOMCTB. Y Hero
NpHATHO c6upanuch no BeuepaM. M-me TanuubiHa, o60xaB-
was CbiHa, ye3d»aJa- 3THMH BeuepaMH Kyaa-HHOYlb, 4TOObI
NOCTaBHTb HAaM 6oJiee MpocTOopa; uyaule, npasaa, Mbl CXOIH-
JHCb 3anpocTo, HeboJbWIOH KOMNAaHHeH, HO MOYTH Bcerja
YCTpPOHBanacb Mrpa, B KOTOpoil fi yyacTBoBaj. ITo GbiBaJo
KCTAaTH, KOrla HCTOWAJCA MOH MaJjeHbKHH Kanuraja, XoTd o
Hrpaj CuyacT/JHBO, HO, NIOMHSl, KAK HEBEJHKH MOH CDelCTBa,
6blBa/l He pa3 NpHHYXKAEH YAepPXKHUBATbCA OT Hrpbl. 1O 6bli1a
HOBas MyKa, HOBOE JHUIEHHEe: XXapKoe BOJHEHHe HIrpbl MEHA
OlYyleBASAJNO H BAOXHOBJAJO, BO3BpartfAch OoT Ta.HublHa, A
NPOBOAHN HOYH C MEPOM B PyKax; sl Obll CHYaCT/AHB, BO36YX-
N€H, Sl XKHJ MOJHOH XKH3HbIO; 3abbiBajsach H NMPOBHHIHAb-
Hasl CKyKa, H MOHOTOHHbIE KJlacChl, H 1dXe COCeACTBO MOEro
6aTiowKH 3a cTteHowo! Mue MepeulHanch BoJweGHbIE CHBb,
M A cTaBua cebe 3ajaued KH3HH NEepeBECTH HX B QeHCTBH-
TeJbHOCTb...

3ajaua Hesaerkas, ¢ KaXIblM [AHeM CTaHOBHBUW asACsA

TPyadHee.
$1 6bi1 B 4ueTBEPTOM KJdcce; 3T0 Obl1 MOIi caMblii TAXKe.1bli

' ¢ noctanoBKoil wapan (¢ppany.).
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roa. Mou norpe6HocTH BO3pacTaljid, a CpPeACTB He NpHOAB-
asiiocb. Ma chére tante, npucei1aBuias MHe B pa3Hble CPOKH
OT 1BaJlUaTH MATH 0O TPHAULATH pyO.eli, He GecnokoHaach
pPacCyHTaTbh, YTO €CJH 3TOTO, MOXeET ObiTb, H AOBOJIbHO AJ#
BeHaJLA4TH/IETHEr0 MaJibyHKa, TO YX O4YeHb MaJjo AJs MO-
Jojoro ueqoBeka. Y1 gaBHO nucan ed 06 3TOM, HaMeKan —
OHa He MOHMMAaJja, FOBOPHJ NPSAMO — OoHA 6yaTo He obpalua-
Jla BHUMAHHSA, M Jaxe He pa3, CJayvyanocb, MeIJHJa BbiChl-
JaTb M 3TO HeMHoroe. $1 HaKOHelL He BbiAepXaJ H HalHCan
eil mucbMoO, moaHoe npocb6 H ynpekoB. OHa He oTBeyana.
$1 nuxopasouHo Xaaj NHCbMa Heleslo, APYrylo — OTBeTa He
6bls10. $1 mocaag elie MHCbMO — H TOXeE HarnpacHoe 0XHiaa-
HHe; ma tante He nosaBana npH3Haka XH3HH. Tak mposen
A1 JeTHIOIO BaKalHIO; CKOPO AOMKHbI OblJIM HAaYaTbCA KJAaCChl
H Beyepd Hallero Kpy»xKkKa, A ObiJl pellHTeNbHO B KPAHHOCTH.
Bce HauMHaBLUHE XH3Hb MEHRA MOHUMYT.

JdoaxaTb no MeaouH — 3HAYHT YpoHHTb cebsa. C Ta-
JIHUBIHBIM 51 HIpaJ, @ NOTOMY 33€M Y Hero 6bl1 HeBO3MOXEH.
51 pewnnacs o6patutbess K KapmakoBy. OH nepes BakaluMeH,
He JepXa 3K3aMeHa, BhilueJ COBCEM H3 THMHA3HH H yexal
B AepeBHIO K pOAHbIM. §I moJaaraJ, 4To OH clenal 3TO OT OYeHb
HaTypaJbHOH CKYKH H OTTOrO, YTO He HaAef/CA MepeHTH H3
CBOEro NATOro Kjaacca, rae cuaen yxe asa roga. Ho sapyr,
B HayaJjle aBrycrta, OH BO3BPaTHJCH, AepxaJj 3K3aMeH NMpPAMO
B CTAaplHi, ceibMOH, KJacc H BblaepxkaJs OJHCTATENbHO: H3
nocpeiacTBeHHbIX KapMakoB SIBHJACA BTOPbIM YUEHHKOM THM-
Ha3uH. B npocrtoTre aywiH, OH He CKpbiBaJa TaHHbI 3TOro 4yaa,
HO TaKHe TalHbl 1aBHO H3BecTHbl. OH ONMATb NOcCeJHACA Y AH-
peKkTopa H GblJl MDHHAT coBceM Kak cBoi. (Uepea roa B camoM
Jaese JHPEKTOp MEHHJ ero Ha cBoed Aouke, a 3epHHLLEB AaJ
eMy MecCTO, CHauya/na B CBOEH KaHLeJ/APHH, a IOTOM KaKHM-TO
YHHOBHHKOM KaKHX-TO MNOpyyeHHuii.) 3Has XOpOloO, 4TO OH
NpH J1eHbrax, A MOMPOCHA JaTh MHe Ha BpeMs. OH OTKasal.
$1 6bln NIDHHYXK/AEH MPHHATb OTKAa3 XJa/JHOKPOBHO, O6PATHTb
B UIYTKY €ro OCKOpPOHMTeNbHOe MOAlYyuYyHBAHbe... 51 Bce 3TO
clenan J10BKO, C TAKTOM, HO YTO si BbiHCC!

Ha npyro#i neHb, H3My4yeHHbiH, OTYasAHHbBIH, 4 cHAeN BABO-
eM ¢ otuoM. OH yMTas, KaXeTcsi, razeTy H 3aropapuBaJ co
MHOIO BpeMs OT BPeMCHH O pa3HblX OOLLECTBEHHbIX BONPO-
cax. §I Toicauy pa3 paBaa cebe CJ10BO He 3aBOAHTb ¢ HHM Ta-
KHX pasroBopoB, HO TYT Obll paccTpoeH, He BJaadea coboio
1 He yaepxaacd. OH K ueMy-TO MNOMSIHYJ «HEpPaBeHCTBO
COCTOAHHMH>.
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[ToMHIO 3TOT pPa3roBop NOYTH CJOBO B CJOBO; OH Obld Y
MEHsl C HUM [OCJeHHH B 3TOM pofe.

— Bsuay 3Toro rpoManHoro HepaBeHcTBa,— cKasaJ f1,—
5l He CUHTAI0 NMPCAOCYAHTE/IbHbLIM, eC/H UeJloBeK, YTO6 BO3Ha-
rpaauTh cebsd 3a HecllpaBeAJHBOCTb CyAbObl, BOCNOJb3YeTCH
BCSAKHM CpPedCTBOM, KaKoe HafineTcss noi pyKolo, KakHe Obl
HH 6blIH 3TH CPeACTBA...

— To ecTb KakHe e HMEHHO? — CIIPOCHJ MOH OTel.

— Bcskue! -— orBeuan s ropsiuo.— Y Apyrux — Bce, Y
MeHsl — HHYero. Tum Bce onpasaaHo. { Mory O6biTb cyacT-
JIHB OT MaJIOCTH, KOTOPOH JIHWHTCA APYroil...

— To ecTb Kak e JHUIHTCA? —ONATb MPEepBaJ OH.

— Kak 6bl HH cayuHaocs!

— Xors 6bl W TaK, K4K Tbl OAHH pa3 BbiroBapHBaa Hrua-
THIO H MHe, 33a4eM Mbl He YKpPaJH TPHALATH TbICAY H He CKa-
3a/4 Ha pa3bOHHHKOB?

— Y Bac npekpacHas namsTb,— cKasaJa .

— HeaypHa. Tak Tl B caMOM jJeJic He CuUHTdellb 3a
rpex — yKpacth?

S nonpocua ero 0o6LACHHTL MHe, UTO Takoe rpex. Bepodr-
HO, AOTa1aBUIHCb, UTO MHCTHYECKHMH Yrpo3aMH C MEHS HH-
Yyero He BO3bMellb, OH OTBeuaJ:

— Becsakas noasocts.

— 3710 A0BOJIBHO HeolpeaeNeHHO. YTo LOMKHO pa3yMeTh
NOJA 3THM CJOBOM?

— Bce, 3a uto 06ulecTBO HMeeT nMpaBo NOGHTb,-— OTBe-
4aJ OH XJaA1HOKPOBHO.

— Ho koraa o6iwecTBo Tak NPeKPacHo YCTPOEHO, UTO
CTaBHT 4eJOBCKA B KPAHHOCTb? — BCKpPHUaa .

— O KOM Tbl TOBODHIIb? — NIPEepPBaJ OH,— O KDeCTbAHax
B roqoaHbii rop? O pabouux 6e3 paboTbl?

IT10 6bls1 €ro KOHCK.

— $1 3THX M36HTHIX BOMNPOCOB He TPOraio,— BO3pa3H.a A
PaBHOAYWHO, YTOO €lilc pa3 Noka3aTb €My, KaK OHH MHe Ha-
CKYUHJIH.

— Tak Koro e Thl pasymeelb?

— O6pa3oBaHHOrO yesoBeKa.

— O6pazosaHiblii yejoBeK Bceraa x.eb Ha#er.

— B rpy6oii cpeie, rae ero 3Hauus, JapoBaHHs OT-
BEPrHYTbI?

— Tako# cpeabl ner.

— Hy, race oHn HenpuaoXKHUMbI!

— OH Haiizer cebe 3aHATHE Nonpotiue, - peMec.o.

— Ou ero ne ymeet!
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— Bblyunres.

— OH He B CHJaX BHYUYHTbCs!

— He TtpyaHo.

— He TpyaHo ToMy, KOMY He HYXHO ce6sl nepenaMbiBaTh,
4TO6bl CTAaTb B ypOBEeHb ¢ Tyno#H cpenolo! Tomy, ybe o6paso-
BaHHe TaK HHUYTOXKHO, YTO He XaJb ero 6poCHTb B Mnoul-
J0CTb!

— JHa, noxaayii,— cKa3al OH CHOKOHHO, He 3aMmeuasl
HJIH He >Ke/1ad 3aMeTHTb MOero siBHOro HaMeKa Ha ero mnpo-
WJ0€e,—- NMOoXKaayH, Thl H NpPaB: FeHHIO HJIH OCOOEHHO Aapo-
BHTOMY YeJIOBEKY THXKeJ0 cebs nepenambiBaTbh, 6pocaTh CBOIO
H NPHHHMAaTbCA 32 o6ulylo uyepHylo pa6ory. Ho B Ham Bek
TeHHH H BbICLIHE NapOBaHHS H He NOXOAAT A0 TaKoH KpaH-
HOCTH: y HHX CBOSl A0poOra; a o6blIKHOBEHHbIH 06pa30BaHHHH
4yes0BeK 4YepHO# paboToil He MOTArOTHTCA H He no6pe3raer,
cTajo 6blTb, KPACTb €My BCe-TaKH He NpeacTaBjasieTcsl Heob-
XOAHMOCTH: C Tr0JIOAA He yMper.

— Kro BaM roBopHT 0 ronoaHo# cMepTH! — BCKpHYaJ
s1.— Bbl MeHsi He NoHMMaeTe H He MoOXeTe MOHATb! A roBopio
0 BbicWHX norpebHocTAXx ob6paszoBanHoro ueaoseka! Hy, mo-
Bawemy, o6ecrneyeH oH, 06pa30BaHHbIH Ye0BeK; eCTb Y HEro,
no-BalieMy, Kycok xJeba, cayk6a, yueHble KHHKKH, ApY3bs-
XaJaTHHKH, TFPOLIOBbie YAOBOJNbCTBHS, HO HE MOXET OH, He
MOXEeT, He B CHJIax 3THM [0BOJbCTBOBATbLCH, 3aCeCTb B Iy,
MOKOPHTbCA, TOMHTbcA MYKOH TaHtana! UTo6 BblHECTb 3Ty
MYKY, HYXHO repofctBo! DTOMY uesoBeKy Heo6X0QHM Mpo-
cTop, 6J1€CK, YCNeXH, POCKOLIb, XXH3Hb, NOJHAsA BCeX YAOBJe-
TBOpeHH#H! O61iecTBO CMOTPHT Ha HEro ¢ OXXHAAHHeM, YAOB-
JeTBOpPeHHe — ero A0Jr. 7

— Hy,— npepBan oH,— Tenepb si HaKoOHel NOHAJI, 4TO
Takoe «06pa3oBaHHbIH yesnoBek». ToNbKO yero e OT TaKHX
MOJIOAUOB MOXeT XAaTb O6LeCTBO?

— Bcero! — BckpHuan s.— ITH Jaoau — cBeT obuiect-
Ba! OHH He NONYCKAIOT ero NOrpA3HyTh B NOCPEACTBEHHOCTH,
OHH Pa3BHBAIOT €ro BKYC, €ro BOO6paxK€HHe, OHH Bbi3bIBAIOT
B HeM NOTPe6HOCTH, AOCTOHHbIE BbICLIErO 3HAUYEHHA YesoBe-
Ka! OHH AAIOT TOJYOK CHJIAM H NPOMbILWJIEHHOCTH; OT 3THX
moaef 6orateloT rocyaapcersa... aa, 6e3 comHenusa! Ecaun 6
He H3silHble MOTPeOGHOCTH 3THX JIOAEH, BAllH MYXHKH 3Ha-
JH Obl OAHY CBOI COXY, BawH 6abbl NpsAJaH 6bl CBOIO AepiOry
a CTPOHJHCb 6bl Y HAC TOJbKO BOT TaKHe KOHYPH, KOTOpbIe
Mbl Ha3biBaeM «TeNJbIMH KBapTHpaMu»!..

51 nokasan xecToMm BOKpYr ce6s.

-— OHu 3acTaBASIOT TPYAMTbCA! HO HX MILIOCTH KHMHT
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AesITeNbHOCTb Macchl! DTH pesbebl XKeJe3HblX A0pOr, 3TH Tbi-
CAYM 3aHATHIX CTAHKOB, 3TH BbICTABKH, TeaTpbl, KoM¢opT,
yCOBEpLIEHCTBOBAHHS,-— BCE, CJOBOM, BCe BbI3BAHO TOH
XKaXA0H HaclaXeHHs,, KOTOPYIO TPHPOAA BJIOXKHJA B IPylb
H36paHHbIX Jilojed, MJOAOTBOPHOR »KaxXAOH, pasropawoLllei-
CA B XHBOTBOPSALLHH OTOHb...

$1 6b11 KpacHOpeuHB, Kak HHKoraa! ¥ paHHeR M0J0AOCTH
6bIBAIOT TaKHe NOPbIBbI, TAKHE CYACTJHBbIE MHHYTbl BOXHO-
BeHusi. UM Hy)XHbl CBHAeTeNH, HyXKHAa BHHMAaTeJbHast TOJ-
na... A cyap6a J10nyckaet 3TOT MblJ] OCTbIBATb OAHHOKO HJIH,
XYyXe,— racHyTb MTHOBEHHO TNpeJ He/jenocTblo rpyboro He-
NOHHMaHHsA!..

— 3TH noaH — 60rH! — BCKpHYaA 1 B 3aKJO4EeHHe. —
Bce aas HHUX, NTOTOMY UTO 6€3 HHX — HHuero!

— H3 yero cneayer,— ckasasn Mo# 6aTiowka, cayllas-
WHHA XJaLHOKPOBHO,— UTO W T€HHH, KOTOpble yyaT, H camo-
OTBepKeHHble [1apOBaHHS, KOTOPble TPYASTCA C MPOCTHIMH
JIOAbMH HapaBHe, BCe-TaKH B KOHLE KOHLOB TPYAATCA AAR
Tex e o6pa3oBaHHbix rocnold. Ho Beab xku3Hb goara. Uem xe
CaMH-TO OHH 3aHHMAIOTCS B TeueHHe CBOeH XH3HH?

— OHH XHBYT! — OTBeuas si BOCTOPXEHHO.

— IlotoM H KpOBbIO APYrHX,— BbLITOBOPHJA OH THXO, C
BHpaXXeHHEM, KaKOro f ellle HHKOrjaa He BHaaa Yy Hero. OHo
MeJbKHYJO TOJbKO Ha CeKYHAy, HO OCTaJ0Cb MHE MaMATHO;
sl He pa3 »KaJseJs, YTo A1 He XYJO0XHHK: st 6bl nmepejgaJn Ha 1o-
JIOTHE 3TO JIHUO 3J0r0 naebes.

OH BCTas, NOXOAH MO KOMHATe H MOMOJYAJ.

— Bor uro, Cepreii,— cka3asn OH, OCTaHAB/JHBAsCb Ne-
peao MHolo,— Teb6e ceMHaauaThll roja, a8 MHe COPOK; XOTA
H HEMHOTO, Aa yX yKayano... CXKHBaTbCs HaM ApYr ¢ APyrom
NO34HO...

$I xoten ckasarb, YTO M HEBO3MOXHO; OH He [1aJ] MHe
Hauarhb:

— Ho Mbl noan 61M3KHe; st elle 3a TBOH MHEHHA H MO-
CTYNKH OTBeYalo...

— $I, kaxeTcs, He 3acTaBisil Bac KpacHeTb,— Ilpe-
pBaa s.

— Cro pa3! — nouTH BCKPHKHYJ OH, pasjapaxascb, H
TOTYAC XK€ YKPOTHJCH, AOTaAaBILIHCb, MOXET ObITb, UTO XJal-
HOKPOBHe — ero eIHHCTBeHHbIH nepesec. OH TOJNBKO NoKpac-
HeJ, nobaefHen W 3awaraj no KomHare. $ Moauan W otBep-
HYJCH K OKHY.

— B rope uenoBek He MoHHMaeT, UTO JesnaeT,— 3aroBo-
pua oH, 6yaTo pacckasbiBas KoMy-HHGyaib.— He Hano 6bln10
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MHe oTaaBaTb Te6si — Tyaa... (OH MaxHya B CTOPOHY roJo-
Bow.) Jla xaab ctano.. OHa yMepJa; XOoTea0Cb Noayduie
NpHIOTHTb pebeHKa... M Hawen rHe3no — copoube!.. Kak oHH
6ora He 060ATCHA, pacTAT BOT 3TAKHX, BCE 3TAKHX A0 CKOHYaA-
uusi Beka! Mau He Benaiot, uto TBOpAT? HeT, Bepalor, na XH-
BETCA-TO MM xopolto... 6oru!

S yablGHyACA ¥ He BO3paxaJ. Y MeHS MPoLLJO HAacTpoe-
HHe TOBOPHTb H ONATb BOPOTHJOCH GECMOKOHHOE, MYUHTE/Ib-
HOe pa3iyMbe O TOM, UTO s B KpAHHOCTH...

— Mbl uerBepThii roa xuBem BmecTe, Ceprelf,— npo-
NOJXKAaJa CH, pacxa)HuBasi H OTTOrO eille HecBsI3Hee BLICKA3bl-
Basi TO, YTO, OYEBHAHO, HECBAA3HO OPOAHJIO Y HEro B roJioBe.—
Te6e, MoxkeT GbiTb, He MO BKycy Hauwe OejpHoe XHTbe. He
B3bILUH: cpeacTB GoJiblle HeT, Tbl 3TO 3Haelb. Tbi Bce 3Ha-
ewb. Y1 nepen To60#M HUKOraa HUYero He ckpbiBaJj. Thi aoa-
XeH CO3HATbCSl, UTO A He CTeCHAN Te6s HH B ueM, HHKOria
He uyHTa] Tebe Mopasu. 1 nNpenocTaB/asAN TBOH NMOCTYNKH Ha
TBOK COOCTBEHHYIO BOJIlO, @ caMm Obll Bcerja Becb HaJHUO
npea To60I0: Tbl BHAEJ H 3HaJ MEHsH, CAe10BaTe/]bHO, 3HaJ,
KakuM si xoTes, utobbl Thl 6bl1. 1 noBepsiloch Tebe Bceraa
H BNOJIHE; Tbl OT MeHsl CKPbIBaJ, KOHeUHo, MHoroe. §I He BMe-
UIHBAJCH... BOT TOJIbKO HEAaBHO, MPH3HAIOCb, y3Haa O TBOHX
CHOLLIEHHAAX C TeTKOH...

— Monsieur!..— BCKpHYaJ 51, BCKOUHB C MecTa.

— ¥ Te6s 3aBequcb pa3Hble BellH, 6e31eNKH... Tul CcTa
yacTto 6biBaTb B TeaTtpe...

— Monsieur,— noBTOPHA $1,— Bbl LIMHOHHIH!

— Tboy! — BcKpHuan OH,— Aa Bedb A AyMaJ, UYTO Thl
Hrpaews! A mocse BOT 3TOro BCero... He OoTBeuatlo 3a cebs —
A 6bl moaymaJ, 4YTO Tl ykpaJa!

$I nobaenHen OoT Hcnmyra: OH B CaMOM jJeJie MOr y3HaTb,
4TO f Mrpalo...

— $1 He noacmaTpuBan 3a To60H, Thl cam ce6s Bbiaas,—
npoao/Kaa OH,— Kak-ToO TpH AHA cpaay Oeranm K oOTULy
[TaBay...

— W Bbl nowsH 3a MHOH ¢Jea0M H pacCnpoCHJH?

— [lowen n paccnpocHa.

— JlaBHO aH 3TO 6blAO?

— C Tex mop Tbl He MoJyuyaellb OT TBOEH TeTYLIKH HH
MHCEeM, HH JeHer,— OTBeuyaJ OH H 3acMescs.

He nomuio, 4to 6bl10 cO MHOW0. B yxace s MOr TOJbLKO
BbITOBODHTbD:

— Bubl el Hanncanau?

— Hanucaa.
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— Ho kak xe Bbl OCMeJHJHCb...— BCKpHYaJ fi.

— Tsos npasna: s camoayp. Ho tbl MeHs Tpu roaa o6-
MaHbIBaJ.

— U 370 Bauwe MieHHe? NHUIHTL MeHS CpPeACTB?

OH He oTBeyaJ H XOAHJ MOJYa.

— Kak Ha3BaTb Bali NocTynok? —npoao/KaJj s B oTua-
SIHHH.— Mo)KeTe /1 Bbl coaep)XaTb MeHS MPHJIHYHO, uTO6
MHe He 6blI0 CTbIAHO XOTb TeX AYypPaKoB, KOTOPbIX Bbi HaBA-
3aJ4 MHe B TOBapHwH? B Bawux Jad cpeacTBax AOCTaBHThb
MHe BO3MOXHOCTb KaK-HHOYyAb MNO-yesOoBeyeCKH MNPOBOAHTb
moe Bpemsi? EcTb siu y Bac o6iuecTtBo, rae 6bl yMeJH LEHHTb
yM H aapoBaHHusi? UeM Bbl MOXeTe MeHSl BO3HarpaiuTb, 4YTO
Bl MO)XXeTe MHe 1aTb — a Bbl MeHs o6oGpanu!

[TomHIO TYT vV cebsi 0AHO ABHXKEHHE COCTPAdaHHA: 51 B3r/fA-
HYJ eMy B JIHLIO; OH M0OKa3aJ/csl MHe TaK MOpPa)<eH, TaK YHH-
YTOXXE€H, KaK OYyATO TOAbKO YTO MOJYYHJ MepBOe NOHATHe
0 3HauyeHHH CBoero Moctynka. MHe cTaso HeJOBKO MoaBep-
raTh ero NbiTKe MOero B3rjsiga, H s OTBepHYy.Jcf. JToro, Ko-
HEeYHO, 6bl10 J0BOJIbHO, YTOOBI AaTb €MY ONPaBHTbLCH.

— Thl, KOHeuHO, He OXxHaaeub,— 3aroBOPHJ OH XJaldHO-
KPOBHO, HO $1 cJblllaJ, KakK APOTHYJ ero rojoc,— 4tobbl s
TOTYaC H NpeanoxXxHua tebe neHer. Hauatb ¢ Toro, uro y meus
HX HeT, a 6blaH 6bl — 51 Halwes 6bl UM noayduie mecto. Oras-
HHCb Ha ce0si: Tbl He HHIUHHA H He KaJeKa, YTOObl XHTb MHJO-
cToiHeli. Cayuyusach Heo6XOAHMOCTb — 3apaborail; 3axoTed
NOBECEeJHTbLCA — 3aCJYXKH...

— [lpunexanuneM u 6naroHpaBHeM? — npepBas s H 3a-
X0XOTaJl, HO — He BblAep#.aJ — 3aX0X0TaJ CKBO3b pbllaHHS.

— Jla,— cka3an OH Kak-TO THXO H CTPaHHO,— TOrAa,
noxaay#, ¢ to6oit BMecTe U 1 6bl Harpaaua cebs 3a npuae-
XKaHHe H OsaaroHpasHe.

— Bbi? —Bckpuuan s BHe cef6da.— Ho uto e Mmoxer
6bTb y Hac ¢ BaMH BMecte? Bbl pa3opBasn MOH OTHOLIEHHA
¢ ma tante... A noaymaau au BH, 4To mMa tante, ee cembs
ANA MeHSl OAHH-eJHHCTBEHHbIe Ha CBeTe, 4TO y MEeHHA HeT
HHKOTO...

51 He poOroBopH., y MeHsSl 3aXBaTHJO IPYAb OT pblAaHHH.
51 Boo6pa3ua cBolo 6eaHOCTb, 6eCNOMOLIHOCTb, HPaBCTBEH-
HOoe yHH)XeHHe; 1 Boo6Gpa3us KapmakoBa, paccnpochl, Ha-
CMeWKH... MHe xoTesocb 6bl ynactb B 06GMOpOK.

OTtell cTOsN M rafaen B OKHO.

— Bce 370, MOXeT 6biTb, H Tak,— CKa3a/j OH HaKOHel,
BHIOBAapHBaf ¢ TPY1OM, KaK 6YATO Y HEero nepecox.o B rop-
Je,— Ho s Tebe ckazaa: A 3a Te6A ellle OTBeualo, Tak H 10-
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3abouycb nokyaa, 4Tob Thl He 10 KOHUA nepea Ji0AbMH cpa-
Muacs... Co MHOH — Moxelwb GbiTb ueM Tebe YromHo.

Ou ywea k cebe. $I Bbinua Boabl, nocaan ManaHbio B
anTeKy B3fiTb JABPOBHIIHEBbIX Kaneiab M O6AYMbIBAA CBOe
NoJI0XKeHHe ...

$1 pelwHscsi He BHAATbCA C OTUOM HH B 3TOT A€Hb, HH B
caenyoLlHA. ITo 6bio gerko caenats. CTOsIM NMpeKkpacHble
OCeHHHe [HH; A yuweJs ryJsiTb H BOPOTHJICS [103HO BeyepoM.
Orua He 6bi10 gqoma. ITporyska MeHsi OCBeXHJa; s1 HanHJCA
yalp OJHH y ce6sl B KOMHaTe, HamHcaJj AJHHHOe MHCbMO Ma
tante u 3acHya, npexiae yeM oTelU BOPOTHJCH.

Ha apyro#i neHb s BcTasn paHo M, He BHAABLIMCb C HHUM,
nowesa OTAaTb CBOE MHCBMO Ha MOYTY, OTTYAa B KJacc, a H3
Kaacca — 6poauTs no ropoay. S 6poana yaca tpu. HyxHo
MYXeCTBO, 4TOO A006pOBOJBHO MNPOBECTH UeAblH A€Hb 0e3
kpoBa. CKOpO sIBMJOCH ApYyroe CTpafdaHue: s MOYYBCTBOBaJ
rojoi. ¥ MeHsi B KapMaHe OCTaBaJjloCh TOJbKO HECKOJIbKO TpoO-
WeH, Ha KOTOPble MOXHO ObIJIO KYMHTb Pa3Be KyCOK CHTHHKA
¥ Kosabacbl Ha 6a3ape, HO, KpOMe TOTO, YTO 3TO OTBPATHTE/b-
HO, rAe Obl CTaJ 1 eCcTh 3T0?.. 1 ocsnabeBasa H TOMHACH. ¥ MeHs
Yy HauyHHaJa MeJabKaTb MbIC/b, YTO MOXHO, KYMHB 3Ty
LpSAHb, YATH C HElO NOM ropy, K peKke, rie HHKOraa He ObiBaer
ryJflIOUIHX, 1€ He MOTYT BCTPETHTbCS 3HAKOMble; HO Y»Kac,
4TO 1, f1 C/le1a10 3TO — yaeprKaJa MeHs. Sl OTHAN y cebs naxe
BO3MOJXXHOCTb HCKYLI€HHA. MajbUMWKH ApAJHCb Ha YJaHUe.
C oTyasiHHeM yeslOBeKa, CMacalolllero CBOI 4YECTb LEHOI
AKH3HH, 1 OPOCHJ B HX CBaJKy CBOH CPOILUM H yulea He Oras-
AbiBafich... CpeactB 6oJblle He OCTaBagOCh.

MoH cTpanaHusa YCHJHJHCb; Y MeHs CXKHMaJjo B ropJae,
MOH MbIC/JIH MeWaJduch; OAHA Oblla OCOOEHHO HEOTBSI3HA:
3ayeM Byepa, Koraa ManaHbsl nogaBana MHe caMoBap B MOIO
KOMHATY, fl He 3allep OKHa H ABepel v He OPOCHJ KycKa CBed-
KH B 3TOT camoBap... Tenepb Bce yx Obl10 Obl KOHYEHO.

— Ho 310 ewe He ywao!! — ckazan A cebe ¢ ropbKoH
HPOHHE.

MHe TobKO CTas0 XKagab CBOEH MOJOAOCTH, BCEro Heno-
XKHTOTO, HecBeplIeHHOro. MHe xoTesoch ray6xe O6CYAHTb
BONPOC: He 0653aH JIH YeJO0BeK COXPAHHTb CBOI XXH3Hb AA
obuiecTBa, KOrilda OHa MPeACTaBJ/feT CTOJAbKO CBEXHX, MO-
Jle3HblX 3a/4aTKOB. S pelnyca nogoxaarh nucbMa ma tante...

Mex/1y TeM sl BCe-TaKH MMeJl MYXeCTBO CJIeHTb 38 CBOH-
MH CTDAJaHHAMH: Yy MEHSl AeJaJHcb CYJOPOrH B XKeayike.
51 YAMBISIICH, UTO elle MMel CHAY WATH, H HATH 604po...
B uepkBax 3BOHHAM BCEHOWHYIO. Sl pdackaaHsacs ¢ AByMSA
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3HAKOMBIMH [aMaMH, NpPOEXaBLIHMH B KOJISICKE; OHH MHJIO
MHe yJbi6HYJHCb. $1 noaymaJ, 4TO OHH, BEpOSITHO, BO3Bpa-
wampTtcs ¢ obena, H ropbKo YyJblGHYJACS TOXe: Npea HUX rJja-
3aMH, HeBeAOMO, NMpoxoaHJa apamal

«A OH NpH3HAET APAaMbl TOJbKO B JOXMOTbAX...» — OTYET-
JIHBO CKa3aJjlocb y MeHsl B ToJIOBe.

BwMmecre ¢ exkum BocnoMHHaHHeM 06 OTLe y MeHst mpolua
MbICJIb, UTO 3TO 3aMeyaHHe OYeHb MEeTKO ero oOpHCOBbIBAeT.
51 Bceraa BHOCHJI B 3aMHCHYIO KHHMKKY CBOH CUYacTJIHBbIE
Bhipa)keHHs. Tenepb s 3axoTes caenaTb TO e, 1 OblJ1 BepeH
cebe 10 KOHLA: CTpajaHufA, HerojgoBaHHe, 3a6oTa ObliH He
B CHJIaX CJIOMaTb MEeHSl — fi MbICJHJ...

S 6bln Ha OyJabBape, Bceraa mycToM. 1 BBIHYJ KHHXKKY,
npuces Ha ckaMedKy Nol AepeBOM H cTaj mucatb. Heckosb-
KO MHHYT MeHsl 3aHfsa paboTa, HO, BEPOSITHO, MeHs noaaep-
XKHBaJja 10 Tex NMOP TOJbKO pa3apaapuias xoabba, NOTOMy
4YTO B CMOKOHHOM MOJOXXEeHHH MEHSsl CXBaTH/la XecTokas,
HeBbIHOCUMasa 6oab... KHHXKa ynaJja Ha necok AOPOXKH; A
UyTh He BCKDHKHYJ H He ymaj caM, HO Yylep»KaJcs, YCJbl-
uia warH.

[Tpoxoaua ruMHas3HCT BTOPOro KJjacca, MaJjbyHlIKa JeT
OAMHHAALATH; OH H MeXJy CBOHMH CUHTAJCA HEyMHbIM; TH-
XHH, OTKOpPMJIEHHbIH, Becesbli. YBHUAA MeHA, OH CHAAX OY-
pPaxKy H OCTaHOBHJICS, BbITAPAlLLHB rja3a; OH 6bla 0CO6EHHO
BeceJl.

— UTto Bbl MO yJHULAM TacKaeTech? — CKa3aJ f, He BJa-
aes coboto.

— Jla s, TyT...— HayaJ OH H PaaOCTHO YCMEeXHYJCHA.—
Ko MHe mpuexanu H3 Moel 1epeBHH...

Y artoii Tau 6bna aepeBHA!

— Tak s xoaua... 3anac NpHUBe3JH, AE€HbXXOHOK NpPHBE3-
JIH,— BbICYHTbIBAJl OH C HacJax/JAeHHeM, KaK HacTOsAUHHA
CblH MoJieH, NMOMeUiHK H OydyUiHH NMPaKTHUECKHH 4eNOBeK —
THN oO4YeHb JIOOONLITHLIH B 3apoabluie.— 1610k MaMmala
npUcaana; Xxotute? XoTHTe KpeHJesbKa cA06HOTro?

OH roToBHJCA pa3BsA3aTb y3eJ, KoTopblt Tauwua. Tawm,
JNOJKHO ObiTb, 6blJIO BCErO 3TOr0 BAOBOJb.

— Yo6upaiitecb ¢ A0pOTH,— cKasaJa .

OH rayno 3acmesJcsi, HarHyJcs, cOpBaJj TPaBKy H OMNATb
obpaTu/ics KO MHe:

— Uer uau Heuet?

Y MaJsbyHIIKH Obla CTPACTb CNPALIHBATh 3TO BCAKYIO
MHHYTY; OH Hajoe] 3THM BCeil THMHa3HH.

— Y6upaiitecb! — 3akpuuyaa 1.
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-— Hy, Muablfi, xopowuii, ckaxute,— npucraBaJ OH, Bep-
TACb BOKPYI MeEHs.

— Heuer,— orBeuan s, 4To6 OTBA3ATbHCA.

— Ax, He ortrajgann — gBe TpaBku! He orraganu! A a
orrajato, cnpocute! O ueM XOTHTe,— NOCNOpHM — oTrajaio!

Ox He naBasn MHe NMpoHTH.

— Xorute Ha s1610kH? He xotuTte? Hy, 0o uem ke Xoru-
Te? Hy, xoTHTe, ecnH 51 He oTrajgaio — CKOJbKO 6yaeT y Bac
Ha pykKe, cToJbko pybaeii 3annauy? XoTHre?

MHe B31yMaJiocb NPOYUHTb €ro.

— Xopouwo,— cka3saa f,— no py6.io, H3BOJbTE.

51 HakJOHHACA, caenan BHA, OYATO Npsuy UTO-TO, H 3aJ0-
XKHJ NMyCTble PyKH 3a cnHHY. MaJabuliika BH3»KaJa OT pajo-
CTH H npbiraJ.

— Hy-c, uet HJIH HeueT?

— Ax, cnaHo, eii-6ory! Yer, uer!

51 nokasas CBOH NATb NajbleEB.

— [lartb naabueB — Heuer. [laBalTe JeHbIrH.

— Jla uTo X 3TO Takoe? Tam HHuero Het!

— [sTtb nanabues.

— Jla Beab A cKasad...

— Bbl ckasann: ckosnbko 6yner Ha pyke. Ha pyke —
naJblbl, Bbl Obl CKa3ajaH: 8 pyke. Bbl H pycckoro sisplka-To
He 3Haere. [IpoyunTb Bac caeayer. [laBaiiTe aeHbrH.

— 3, B3aop! — 3aKpHuas OH H XoTea GexaTb.

MHe 6bls1 MPOTHBEH MaJsIbUHLLKA, KOTOPbIH No3BoOAN cebe
TakHe BelWH. 5l CXBATHI €ro H OCTAHOBHJL.

— Her, noroaure. U3BoabTe naaTtuTb. Bam He no3BoJsT
aep3ocTell ¢ JIIOAbMH NOCTaplle Bac: BaM CAesNaJH CHHCXOX-
IeHHe, C BaMH HrpaJid, a Bbl... Beab ecau 6bl 51 npourpad, Bbl
B34JH Obl nATb pybaed? B3AAH Obl?

— [a Bbl 6bl TOrAa cKasaJH, 4To HHUero Her, HIH 6bl 06e
PYKH nokaszaau! — nHuiana OH.

— Kak Bbl cmeere? —BckpHuaa s.— XoTesq CMOLIEHHH-
yaTb, ero nNokimaJH, a oH euwe... /laBalite AeHbrH.

OH cTpycua, nocran Kpyrablii 6HcepHbl Koulenek ¢
CTaJbHbIM 33MOYKOM — OYE€BHAHO, paboTa MaMEeHbKH, Ha-
CJIeACTBO MOC/]€e MOKOHWHOrO MNaneHbKH — H BbIHYJ acCCHIrHa-
uH0. B rmy6HHe 3acBeTHAOCH €Le HEMHOXKO MeJOouH.

—- Ila Belb Bbl TOXE MPOMIPAJH,— CKA3adjl OH HepeLllH-
TeJbHO.

— Korpa?

— A aBa-To, cefiuac?
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Tornpa eule yroeopy He 6bl10,— BO3pa3uJ f,— a BOT
3TO ewe 60Jbllie N0OKa3blBAET, UTO Bbl MOIUIEHHHK.

S ywesa. Majbuuiika rpoxHy; CBOUMH sIBJIOKAMH O3eMb
H, MHe TMOKa3aJoch, 3anjakada. $l mocneurna B FOCTHHHIY H
CIPOCHJ KYCOK Yero-Hubylb; MOJHOro o6ena si He cMedt B3ATh!
Hajpo 6bl10 6epeub jacHbrH. S xoren wath k Taauubiuy, rie,
HaBepHO, GyaeT Hrpda; MHe Obljo Heo6XOAHWMO MO KpaHHei
Mepe YABOHTb CBOH KalHTaJ, YTOGbl CNOKOHHO BO3BPATHTLCHA
AOMOH ‘1 obecreunTb ce65 XOTb HECKOJbKO Bhepel — He To-
JIOLaTb H He 06a3biBaThCcs o6eoM MoeMy 6GaTiolike. ¥ MeHS
6bl10 npeayyBCTBHE, YTO MHe yaacTcs. [IpeauyBcTBHe MeHs
o6MaHyJo.

Y TaauubiHa 6blan roctu. OH caM He UrpajJ M BCTPETH.
MeHfi O4eHb OMHBJCHHbIH.

[TozapaBb,— 3aKkpHuyaJ OH, enBa YyBHAeJ,— A Yyes-
xato B Iletep6bypr. Tobl cablinad, yto npuexana 3epHHilLeBa?
Ona 6bla1a y Hac...

— MW ¢ TloauHo#,— npubasun Kapmakos, KoToporo 4
TYT TOJIbKO yBHJeJ.

MHe nokasagnocb, UTO OH B3rJSHYJ Ha MeHf Kak-TO Ha-
CMeLIJHBO; Sl CIPOCHJ XJa1HOKPOBHO:

— Coscem Bo3BpaTHjach madame 3epHHlLeBa?

— KoHeuHo HeT; K 3uMe yeleT onsTb.

— Jla Benb 3TO Bce paBHO,—- 3aMeTHJ KapmaKOB — no-
Kyla TacKaellb 3ITOT KPAacHbI# BODOTHHK, HHKyda Tr.ja3 He
NMOKaXellb.

OH, kak no61Mell AHpEKTOpPA H YUEHMK CTapllero Kaacca,
XOLAHJ 1OMa H B rOCTH B CTAaTCKOM nJaarbe. $l cpenan BHA,
4TO He NMOHMUMAal0 Hameka, ¥ obpaTuiacs K TaauubiHy:

3aueM xe Tbl B [leTepbypr?

Maman ycrpouna upe3 3epHHLLEBA: MeHS NepeBOAAT
B JaHled. O6 3Tom HaBHO xJuonotanad, ¢ roa. Hakoxeu-to!

OTyero »e Tbl He TOBOPHJA HM Ca0Ba?

Bosincs, yto Tol nepebbewb y Hero Aopory,— BMe-
wanca Kapmaxos.

OH xoxoTas Tak O6GHMIHO, YTO Sl BCMbIXHYJI.

— BepHee, 6osucd, uTo A nocmeloch, ecJiH OH 3apaHee
HaxBacTaeT, A4 He yAacTcf,— BO3pa3ua f,— JeHbramMi Belb
HEe BCe MOXHO aocTath. Bnpouem, TanuubiH, Tbl uyea0BeK
NMPeLyCMOTPHUTEAbHBIH, Tenepb BOHHA, a4 UYepe3d HEeCKO/bKO
JeT MOHAAOOATCH AHIIOMATbI: Thl KaK pa3 HOCHEeCHb.

Bor ecie raynoctu,— npepsan oH, o6HAACL, — BOHHC
3TOH CKOPO KOHCW, & TAM -- BbIMHINIYCb B KdBaJepHIO.

B reapieckyio. KoHeyno?
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— C yMa s cowen — napaabst Aa BbTsxKH! Her — B
6.1arocnoBeHHYIO YKpaliHy... Mbl He vectoatobusbi, Cepreii
Hukonaesuu,— npu6aBua oH 3;106HO.

OH 34HJCH, YTO 51 He BbIpakaJl HH BOCXHILEHHS, HH 3a-
BHCTH. 51 xonoaHo 3amoauan. TaauublH nouenranacs ¢ Kap-
MakoBbiM. Bce 3TO OKOHUATeNbHO JIHUIKMAO MEHSI OXHBJEHHSA.
$1 MalWHHANbLHO MOAOWEN K HrpalollHM H MalUHHaJAbHO MpoO-
HrpaJ Bce, 4TO y MeHs 6blio. MHe KaxeTcsi, i npogoJsKaJj 6bl -
HrpaTb, He ayMasi, uTo s fjenalp, ecad G6bl TanHublH He
H3BHHHJCS npel CBOMM OOLLECTBOM, UTO JOJXKEH ero ocra-
BHTb.

— Hago k 3epHuuieBblM, TaM maman, H MeHs 3BaJiH...
He xenaewb au co mHOH? § npeacraBao,— o6paTHACA OH
KO MHe.

— baaroaapio,— oTBeuan si,— Tbl elle cam HX proteé-
gé, He cnewH y HHUX NPOTEXHPOBATb;, 3TO ObiBaeT He30-
pOBO... '

$1 ywen, B3BOJHOBaAHHBI. ITH JIOAH NOKa3aJHCb MHe
rajlki; Bo MHe NOAHAJOCH 6oje3HeHHoe neGedcKoe UyBCTBO
HeHaBHCTH. $1 cTan o6AyMbiBaTb; roJioBa MOSl KPYXHJach.
MHe xoTesnochb HaHTH KakKylo-HHOYAb TOYKY ONOPbI, KAK-HH-
6yab OrpaHHYHTb, OMPEeIEeJNHTb CBOH XKeJaHHSl, PAacCUHTATb
KaK-HHOyab CBOIO XH3Hb XOTb Ha HECKOJIbKO AHEeH Bmepes...
cpeAcTB He Obl1o. MHe xoresoch K 3epHHlLeBbiM. B ToCcKe
A nowesa GPOAHTb OKOJO HX AOMAa. Y CTeMHes 0, CTaHOBH-
aocb no3aHo. OKHA CBETHJAHCb CKBO3b ULIEJK H KpyXeBa; y
noabesna OblIH 3KHMAXH; NPO3BYyyaJH ABA-TPH CTPOHHBIX
akkopaa... ¥ MeHs pa3pbiBajochb cepaue.

310 6bl1 He 3BaHbli Beuep, He 6aJ, 3TO Obl10 Jyulue:
TaM co6paJjHcb H36paHHble, KPYXOK, rae 6oJblie Npocropa
OCTPOYMHIO, Tle MeHbUIas CAepPXXaHHOCTb JaeT HOBbLIH OT-
TEHOK TIpalHH H KpacoTe, KPYXKOK, Kyla He [A0NyCKaloTCA
JHWHHE. ..

— A meHs Tam Het! f JHWHHA! — NOYTH BCKPHKHYJA f C
oTyasHHeM.— $l, OTBepKeHHbli, HeNnpH3HAHHbIA, OAHHOKHH,
CTOlO, 3arJs/blBal0 B OKHA, MeXAY TeM KaK KaKO#-HHOYIb
TanuubiH...

Y MeHsi HEBOJIbHO CXKaJCHA KYJak...

KBapranbHbli, TOpYABUIHH Yy noAbe3na, OrJMSAHYJ] MEHS.
3Ta HHUYTOXHOCTb cyHTana cebs BaacTbio!l.. Bce-Taku B
OTHOUIEHHH KO MHe — KO MHe, B 3Ty MHHYTY! — OH Obln
cHaa.

51 otowe, npouwen A0 KOHLA YJAHUbI H OCTaHOBHJCHA. Tak
onATb Tyaa, AOMOH?.. 51 Bo3Bpauiaaca 6eaHee, yeM BbllleN:
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y MeHsl He Obiio GoJblue TOBapHilel, y MeHsa He Oblio obtle-
ctBa. Tak 0653bIBaTbCA CPEACTBAMH OTUY?..

Ho nouemy »x W He Tak? He o6fa3biBaTbest, a 6paTh MHe
3aKOHHO NpHHaanexallee. Beab OH e caM TOBOPHT, UTO
«3a MeHsi oTBeyaeT». Tak He si, a OH ob6sizaH Mo Kpahuew
Mepe XOTb MOALepXKaTb Moe cylilecTBoBaHHe... He Besuka
3abora!

SI npuwen npomod. B KoMHaTe oTua eule 6bla CBET, HO A,
KOHeYHo, He 3awea Tyaa. 1 6pocuaca B noctenb. Tyman pac-
CTHJAJCA TMpel MOHMH TIJa3aMH; HH3KHH [OTOJOK AaBHJ
MeHsl; N0 HeM KPYXHJacb KOMOTb CAaJbHOrO orapka, 6eraju
TeHH; Bce KpyroMm 6blao 6eaHo, Gesobpa3Ho. [lpunoanss-
LIHCb, i YBHJEJA CBO€ JHUO B MaJieHbKOM 3epKaJie Ha cToJe.
Mtue crano cThiaHO camoro cebs...

M tak — Bclo XH3Hb?.. HeT, 3TO HEBO3MOXHO!

MHoto oBaajseno otuasHiHe. Hukoraa eule Tak CHAbHO He
BblKa3blBaJaCb MHE YHH3HTeJAbHAsd CTODOHA MOEro Mno.10Xxe-
HHA. UTo MorJo 6biTh yacHee: MO MOHM COGCTBEHHbIM yOeXK-
NeHHsIM, 51 Joadxcen Obll npe3npaTtbh camoro ceba! 9 cam —
cyuwectBo 6e3 3HAueHHs, MPHHHXXEHHOe, DOoOKoe, Tpsi3Hoe,
3aBHCAilllee, OTKHHYTOE, HHUTOXHOe, KaK Te, KOTOPbiM A CTbi-
XKycb noaatb pyky!.. S1 cabixaa H yuTaa 6peaHH O uepaakax,
rie B ABaAlUaTb JET XOPOLIO MHBETCH, Ha KOTOPbIX MO3Thl
TOTOBHJH CBeTy CBOH TBOpDeHHs, rae Oyato Obl co3peBaJH
MbIC/IHTeH, rae OyATO Obl BblpalGOTbIBAJHCb XapakTepbl.
Y MeHs HeT cyeBepHH, HeT npeapaccyiKoB, H raynbix 6pen-
Hell s He npH3HaBaJa W B AeTcTBe. MoxeT ObiTb, rie-HHOY b,
He Yy Hac, CyUleCcTBYIOT 3TH MJOAOHOCHbI€ YEPAAKH H NOABa-
Jbl, HO B MO€M OTeuecTBe, B MOEM KDYry sl He BCTpeuaJ HH-
yero mono6Horo. Bce poauBuleecsi B 3TOM TEMHOM, 3aTXJOM
MHP€ — MHHHCTpPbl H3 CEMHHApDHCTOB, reHepaabl H3 CaaToy-
HBIX, MO3Tbl H3 MPaco/oB, NyOJSHUHCTb H3-3a MpHAABKA —
BCE 3TO 0 KOHLA CBOHX AHEH HOCHJO cJelbl MayTHHbI, H3 KO-
TOpoi Bbi1e3so. M ckoabko ewe 6HA0CH OHO, 4TOGbI Bbl-
Jae3TH!

$1 cmoTpen Ha cBoe Monof0€e, MpeKpacHoe JHUO, OKaWHM-
JeHHOE MepBbIM MYyXOM H BbIOUIHMHCA BOJIOCAMH: MSATKHE H
TeMHble, OHH fipue BblAaBaJK O6€JH3HY H HEXHOCTb KOXH,
B3rJAsA Gbl1 H CMeJ H 331yMUYHB; YXKHMKa ry6 paBHO TOHKO
H OTUYETJIHBO BbIPAXKaja H CHHCXOAHTENbHOE COYYBCTBHE, H
XoJM04HOe npe3peHHde... M 3ta MosomocTb ROMKHA 3aBAHYTH
HanpacHo? M 3TH dyepTbl 10/MXKHB OKOCTEHeTb B TYNOH TpH-
Mace NOKOPHOCTH, CaMOyMaJeHHs, Tpenera npeja HauanabcT-
BOM? JDTH TOHKHe Najbubl L0JXKHbI 3auepCcTBETb B YepHHJAX,
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HaTepeTbC MO30JfIMH HAa MedHbIX rpowax? JTa KyapfBas,
BAOXHOBEHHasl rojioBa [0JKHa 00JbiceTb HAal KaKHMH-HH-
6yab sorapudmamu, uTo6 MOTOM MepefaBaTb HX KAKHM-HH-
6yAb HeyMbiTbIM MaJbuHuiKaM? ITO »KapKoe, MOITHUYECKOe
cepiue AOJXKHO BeYHO OHTbCcA MOA TOJCTOH py6allKoi?..
O, ayuwe emy pasopsatbcsi!

Oteuw o6BHHAGT BOCNMHTAaHHe, AaBluee MHEe TAKue IMOHSA-
THA. HeT, He BOoCMHTaHHe 1aJI0 HX; OHH — CJEACTBHE YYBCT-
Ba ClPaBEAJHBOCTH, CBOHCTBEHHOro BCAKOMY pa3BHTOMY
yesoBeKy. baarocsosafio Moe BocnHTaHHe, €CJH OHO HX BO
MHe yKpenuJo H pacwHpHao!l.. EcTb Jgoan,— noxanyii, na-
’Ke OO0JIbWHHCTBO,— CaMOH NnpHpoaoH OOpeyYeHHble Ha TeM-
HOTY. OHH H poasiTcsl ¢ rpy6bIMH HePBaMH, ¢ Tpy6biM TeJIOM,
c uepcTBOH KoXeil, ¢ uepcTBbiM YMOM. MM 1 coxa B pyku! m
H KOpMeHbe B ayAHTODHSX, FPA3b CJAEACTBCHHbIX AOMNPOCOB,
pacnekaHHsl HauaJabCTBa, YeTBEPTAaKOBbie MecTa B paiike,
dbpakH, nepekynjeHHble U3 TPeTbHX PYK, HMCHHHHbIe TOpXe-
cTBa B KyxMHcTepckux!.. Ho pa3Be s u3 takux Jaioneii? Pa3se
TO, UTO COBEpPLIAETCH CO MHOIO, He 6e306pa3Ho, He NMOCTbIAHO,
He YXACHO?..

MHoro Jer npowso, a pyka MOsi elle APOXHT, 3alHChI-
Bas 3TH CTpPOKH. Moe HcnbiTaHHe 6bi0 He JerKo...

HM3MyyeHHbiH BCeM, 4YTO BbiHEC, S MPOCHYJCHA MO3AHO.
MajaHbs MHe 06GbSIBHJIA, UTO A HOUYbKD YYTb He CXKer AoMa;
XOpOLUO, 4MTO NaneHbKa yBHIeJ, 3alles, a TO CBedka jporope-
s1a, 6ymara 3anbuiagna, H npouee... Tak naneHbka no3BoJs
cebe no HouaMm Mnoceulatb MO0 KOMHaTy? Bnpouem, moxap
OT CaJbHOTO Orapka noka3saJjici MHe raaok.

[Tanenbka BcTas 0co6eHHO paHO, XOAHJ K 06elHe, UTO JIH;
6bl1 npa3aHHK. OH cules B HalleM caJoHe, 338 YaHHBIM CTO-
oM. S NOKJOHHJICA, BXOAS.

C nepBbix QHEH, KAK Mbl XHJH BMeCTe, OH OGbSABHJ, UTO
HE TepIHT LeJOBAaHHH DYKH H BOOGLULE He OXOTHHK LEJOBATb-
CSl; OH, BEPOSITHO, NOHAJ, YTO 3TH LUepeMOHHH OYAyT MHe npo-
THBHbI, @ NIOTOMY OTKJOHHJ HX 3apaHee. B 3TOM OTHOWEHHH
MHe OblJ10 4ype3BblYaHHO MNPHATHO OECNPeKOCJOBHO MNOJUH-
HATbCA ero BKycy. BnpoueM, Ha Hero HHOraa HaxXoAHJIH
MpHMAAKH HEeXHOCTH, Yallle BCero nocJje J0Jroro XoX/1eHHs
Mo Haweld eJHHCTBEHHOH KOMHAaTe, OTUEr0 y MeHA psa6HJO B
rnia3ax,— nocJje JOJrdX pa3MmbiwieHHd B MoauyaHHH. OH
BApYyr o6HMMaJa MeHs, pa3, ApYrod, A0 60JH Kpenko, NOTOM
ceHyac e CMOoKOHHO NPHHHMAJCA 33 CBOE 1e/0 HJH YXOIHJ.
310poBasicb H Npowlasch, OH NOAABaJ MHe PYKY.

Ha 3Tor pa3s oH He noaas MHe pykH. $ cea K cToay, H Y
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MEHsl MeJbKHY/Na MbICAb OTKa3aTbCA OT 4Yas. JTo O6bl1 Obi
BIOJIHE 3aCJYXEHHbii OTBET Ha €ro Bbl30B: f Obll YUTHB
C HUM; s, BXOAR, eMy MokJaoHHAcA. Ho s moayman, uto He
CTOHT TOMHTb ce6fl TOJ0/lOM H3-3a €ro Aep30CTH.

Bapyr ou Hauaux:

— Moxeuwb JaH Tl 1aBaTb yPOKH OPaHUY3CKOro si3biKa?

$I B3rnsiHy,n Ha Hero, cTapasicb MOHM Y/HBJEHHEM 1aTb
€My NOHATb, YTO He OXHAAJ YCJblilaTbh €ro roJoca.

— Jlydule MeHA HHKTO He TOBOPHT MO-QpaHUY3CKH BO
BCeH THMHAa3HH, Aa, i AyMalo, H BO BCEM ropojae,— OTBe-
yaJj s, BbXK/AAB MHHYTY H CIOKOMHHO.

— $1 cnpawnBaio, MoXellb JH Tbhl AaBaTb YPOKH. Mox-
HO 3HaTb YTO-HHOGYAb, HO He yMeTb NepeaaTb APYromy.

— [lonaraio, He6o/bUIAS TPYAHOCTb.

— Hy, ner...

OH, BHAHO, COCKYYMJCS MOJYaTb lesble CYTKH H pas-
ropopuacs. [lpeamer 6bl1 H3 ero MO6GMMbIX, HABOASALLHX Ha
pa3ubie dunocodcrBoBauus. OH pacnpocTpaHsiics o6 oc-
HOBATeJbHOCTH MO3HAHHH, O MeTOAaX, O TOM, 4TO cJeayeT
H Yero He cjeayert A0J6HTb. I He MOT MOHATb, FOBOPHTCH JIH
3TO A48 COGCTBEHHOrO yAOBOJIbCTBHA HJH B Ha3HAAHHE MHe.
SI 6bln1 3aHAT ApYyroi MbICAbIO, CAYWATb MHE Hajoeno0, H R
npepsaJ:

— K uemy Bbl 310 roBopHre?

Ero kpacHopeuue Bapyr ocThijo0.

— Ypok npeanaraior.

— Mue?

— [loxanyii, Te6e, eciH BO3bMellbCH.

Mte BCOMHHAIOCH, KaK YHH3HTE/bHO H 3a6aBHO I'HMHa-
3HCTbI TOHANHCb 3a ypokamu... M BoT MHe npeacrosno To
xe! Uto ckaxyT J1oad Moero obluectsa?.. Ho rae oun? rae
Moe obulectBo? Yto ectb y Mens? Kyaa nenycb s, aaxe
ceroans?.. He nonpo6oBaTtb K 3TOro cpeacrsa, 4tobbl cy-
ILeCTBOBATh Kak-HHOyab, no KpafiHed mepe, noka st 106bl0ChH
TOJNKY oT ma tante?..

— ¥ KOro 3TO ypOK? — CNpOCHA A.

— ¥ CwmyroBbix. Bocnuranuuue.

CMyToBbl 6bLIH Napa cTapblXx AeBHL, KOTOpPbIX Mo 6a-
TIOWKa nocella’q Mo nNpa3aHHKaM. IDTO 3HAKOMCTBO G6bl10
CAENaHO B NOCJAeHHE ABa roja; sl Obll yXe CaMOCTOfITENEH,
HaoTpe3 oTKa3ancst 6biBaTh Y HHX H He MOMHIO, BCTpeyaJ JH
Koraa-Hu6yab.

— Ba3pocanas aeByuika? — cnpocHa si, NpoA0JXKasi MHUTb
yah.
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— Jler oanHHaauatH. Bapocable He yuatca y pe6dAT, He
KOHUHBIIHX Kypca.

-- KakoBbl B3pocable,— 3ameTH 1 paBHoayiHo.— Ha-
10 BHJ€Tb, YUTO 3TO TAKOE; MOXEeT OblThb, IPHICTCH HauuHaTb
¢ a306yKH...

—— Bort isonbewb uaf, nolacm K HHM.

1 vuTHBO nonpocua gaTb MHC Bpemst ogetbes. Oge-
BasACb, A pasiyMbiBana. [lyma Oblia ropbkasi. Buepa s BH-
ae, KdK MdaThb, lledblM rogom npocb6 #u 3a60T, ycTpouaa
Kapbepy CblHa... NMoXanayH, H Mol GaTiowka 3a60THACH,—
NIOHCKAa.l MHe ypoka! Bcsi KpoBb BO MHeC MepeBepHyJach: OH
MHe npotexuposaa! OH W Tenepb Besa MeHSl [PEACTABAATH!
Mie xoTe0chb 3aKpHUaTh €My, YTO sl HHUETO He Xouy, H yG6e-
XaTb H3 aoma... Kyna 6bl s1 no6exan?

CrucHyB 3y6bl H GaelHbll, § OCTAHOBH.CH Npejl 3epKa-
JOM. Y MeHs JIONHYyJa nepuarka.

«Xopouo,— ckaszan s cebe,— A npHHHMalo ero 3a6orty,
ero MH.10CTb; MOXHO OyleT No KpaiiHed Mepe BCAKHH I€Hb
ABa JIMUWHHX 4aca He BHAaThb €ro, He CKHTAsiCb MO YyJHUAM,
MOXHO Oy[eT MOKa3aTbCs B JIIOAH MNPHJIHYHO...»

Yto6bl sicHee BbIpa3HTb €My, 4TO A cuuTaio cebA Hesa-
BHCHMbIM, i B €ro rjas3ax, BXOAf B TOCTHHYIO, Hales CBOH
yachl. $1 He paccTaBaJca ¢ HUMH HH B KakKoi KpaHHocTH. OH
AKAaJ] MeHsl, 33alyMaBUIHCb, H OFJAHYJICA HA MOH [BHXKEHHA
¢ KaKHM-TO CTPaHHbIM BblpaXKeHHeM yaoBOAbCTBHA. OH,
BEpOSITHO, TOPXECTBOBAJ, UTO cMupua MeHs... 51 npocaenun
3a €ro B3NIA10M.

— MaJbuHIIKA-THMHA3HCT  He JAOJXKCH  LWeroaaTb,—
CKa3a.a fi paBHOAYLIHO, ONYCKAas 4acbl B KapmaH,— HO npe-
noiasarteJb HMeeT MPABO CUYHTATL CBOE BPEMA.

OH HHuero He cKaszaj. Mbl NouH.

CMYTOBbl KHJH [aJleKo, Ha /ApPYyroM KoHue ropoaa, B
cBoeM CcOOCTBEHHOM [0Me, OKHAMH Ha MNJoWaib, CpeaH KO-
TOpo# cToana uepkoBb. 1o 3TON HemouleHoOH naowlanu, 3a-
poculefl TpaBoOlo, mpoJseraJa OJHa NblibHas Npoe3Xxasa A0-
pora ¥ TPOMHHKH, NPOTONTAHHbIE 110 PA3HLIM HAMNpPABJAEHHAM,
6y1TO 110 J1epeBeHCKOMY ABOpYy. Psa0M ¢ 10MOM H 33 HHM
BH1HeJCH OrpoMHbIA caa. Hactosiulee »Kuauie crapbix Aes.
O6e 118 KOHUNIACh; HA MI0ULAAH HC ObL1O HH 3KHNAXKeH, HH
HPOXOKHN; MaJbUHIIKH CNYCKAIH 3Mesl, CO0aKH pbICKaJH
CTAAIMH H TPBI3THCh; H3 OKOH HX VKPOULA.IH X037€Ba.

B sT0ii natpuapxagabHoil  6.drozati  He6e300acHo
OCCHHHM BCUEPOM,—- 3aMCTHJ f, IIPCPLIBUH MOIYdHHE B nep-
BLI pa3 ¢ TOX TI0P, KAK Mbl BBINLTH H3 JlOMA.
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Mot 6atouika He MOr BO3pa3HTb MPOTHB OYEBHAHOCTH,
TeM GoJee TMOTOMY, UTO H3 OKHA BbICyHYJacb CTapylleubs
rosloBa W MpOKpHUa.a:

— Jla Bot on H cam! Muaoctu npocum! M kodeit rotos!

Mbl B3owad. [Toavesn 6bia ¢ yadubl, ¢ IJHHHOH OTKpHI-
TOH rajepeHkoH, OTKYyAa BXOAALLEMY OTKPbIBAJHCb BCe Mpe-
JIeCTH ABOpa, KYXOHHbIX OKOH, capaeB, KypATHHKoB. [Ipas-
na, Bce Obl10 NpHOPAHO H YHCTO, HO TOCTb Cpa3y NocBsALaN-
cA BO Bce TaHHbl AoMallHero 6blTa xo3siek. B onHo BpeMms
C HaMH upe3 OOKOBOe KpblJe4YKO BOLIJA B AOM KyXapka, Ha-
pAdHas Mo-npa3fiHHYHOMY; OHA MOKJOHH/JIACh HaM Ha XO.y,;
OHa Hecja H3 norpe6a MOJIOUHHK €O CJAHBKamMH. B npuxo-
Kel, MPUBETCTBYSl Hac, MPHHAJA 3TOT MOJOUHHK OAHA H3
X035leK, MJajlas, cegas ocoba 6e3 yenua, HeOObIKHOBEH-
HO Becesas.

— Kode#t Ha crone-c! — 06bsiBHIA OHA C NMPHIJIACHTEb-
HbIM »XE€CTOM B TOCTHHY0, KOTOpas Oblna NpAMO H3 MNpPHXO-
xeil.— Kak pa3 tyr u ectb! M cama Bac ¢ nosHo# uawen
BCTpeyal — npHMeTa K 106py!

B nBepsix crosja crapwas cectpa, Ta, UTO OKJHKa/la B
okowko. OHa 6bl1a B uyemnue.

— To-10, 51 BHXY, C HUM MOJIOJOH 4eJOBEK; 3TO OH C Chl-
HoM. Cnacubo.

Oreu, 300poBasich, MoueoBas y Hee pPYKY. S MOKJOHHJ-
€A — MNpPeACTaB/sATb MeHA OblJ0 JHILLIHee.

— CagHceb, 6aTiOlIKa, MWJIOCTH NPOCHM,— MPOLOJKA-
Ja OHa, MOKa MeHblIasi CYeTHJAacCb OKOJO HaKpbITOTO CTO-
Ja.— A s BOT B Bally CTOPOHY K of6eiHe cxoauja, Aa H Ge3
Hor; ycrana. 3aro Te6A HblHYe Apyro# pa3 BHXY. ChHIH-TO
MOJOAel, KakoH 60/blUOH.

— CwmoTpH Thl y MeHs, Jlio6ylika, He 3aBeTpeHHuYaH,—
0TO3BaJjachb MJajllas cecTpa,— NpaBo, MO YYXKHM NPHXOLAM
-K paHHed o6elHe XOJHT, Ha MOJOAbIX JIOAEH 3acMaTpHBa-
ercs!

OHa, cMescb, KHBHYJa ToJ0BOH Kako#-To ocobe, nops-
3aHHOM MJATOUKOM, CHAeBlIeH Yy cToga, He TO Nonaiabe, He
TO KYNYHXe, H Nojana ed NnepBylo HaJHTYIO YalUKy.

— [Ilpokasuuua 3ra CalleHbka,— CKa3aJaa crapuiad,
cMescb cTeneHHo W nmoaBHras cebe Kpecsao K croay.— $ ero
MaTb elle BOT TaKyl 3HaJa.

OHa nokasana Ha apilHH OT MOJY.

— KpacaBuua 6blia,— nNpH6aBHIa OHA € YMHJACHHEM
H B3JlOXHYyJa, obpalasich K oTuy: — Te6a BOT TOIbKO Heaas-
_ HO npHuBea 60r y3HaThb.
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Jlo/KHO O6bITb, CTapyeCKHH BO3JYyX, KOTOPbIH OXBATHJ
MEHSl B 3TOM JOMe, clesaJ TO, YTO §l CTAPYECKH NMOMHI0 Noj-
pOGHOCTH 3TOro nepsBoro BU3uta. Bnpouem, 5 Mano cayuwad,
4TO TroBOpHJOCH. Kaercs, BCNOMHHAJH, KaK HeyasiHHO
BCTPETHJIHCh C MOHM OTLIOM H COUJIHCb C80uUMU JIOAbMH. MHe
3TH JIoAK OblIH 4yXXHe; A MoJauaJj, [JALA, KakK OHH [HJH
H /4, H caM I/ H eJl OYeHb MHOrO, MOTOMY UTO BCJel 3a KO-
¢de ABHJCA NUpOr W MJaailuas Xxo3siika yrowajna 6e3 nouia-
abl. JJoJXKHO oTaaTh cnpaBeAsHBOCTb, UTO YroilleHde G6bli1o
OueHb XOpolWOo, a Kode noJaH B CTapHHHbIX CAKCOHCKHX
yallKax, KOTOpPbIM 3TH [eBbl LleHbl He 3Haau. [IpaBapa, uto
Ha nojHoce O6blI0 H306pa)eHO KaKoe-TO HeOGbIKHOBEHHOE
cpa)<eHue, uto Oesbe OblO TOJACTO, HO BCe B 3TOM AOMe
CBEepPKaJso YHCTOTOM. DTO MEHSl YCIIOKOHJIO.

BeposTHo, pasroBop O6bin 3aHuMartesneH. CegoBJacble
X03f1iKH nepekauHkaauch «CaueHbKoi» W «J106ywiKo#i»;
rOCTbsl CMesfllaCb;, paccMesJCA jaxe caM MOoH OarTiolka.
B yauBneHuH, 8 npHcaylwajdcsA: paccKasbiBaJHCb KaKHe-TO
JNeTCKHe LaJoCTH.

— Ax, rpex ¢ BaMH! — BcKpHuana AJsekcaHapa AJek-
caHapoBHa.— $l Tak neBOYKY M 3abblna, a OHa HHYero He
ejaa, B cany Oeraer.

OHa Gpocusach 3BaTb B [Bepb.

— Kro tam ectb? (3aTeM C [IeCATOK MEHCKHX HMEH.)
[TosoBute ABaoTbio MBaHOBHY KymiaTb!

E# He oTKAHMKaHUCD.

— Uro e Tbl 30Bewb? — BO3pa3uaa CnokodHo J1i060Bb
AnekcanapoBHa.— HblHue npasgHHK, Y HHX TCOCTH.

— H B camom pene. §1 cama nosoBy,— ckadasa Auek-
caHipa AneKcaHIpOBHA M OTNpaBH/AACD.

— Kako#l connanblii,— obpaTtuaacb BApPYr Ko MHe Jlio-
60Bb AnekcaHAPOBHA YHHHO H JAaCKOBO,— Mbl, CTApHKH,
X0oxoueM, a OH He yabi6Hercs. Bor, mo#t apyr, cefiuac yBH-
JdWwb rope-neBo4Ky. KoHeuHo, eule pe6eHOK, BCEro He MOHH-
Maert, Bce# noTepH... JIETOM HblHELIHHM OTLd €€ — YHHOBHH-
KOM OH CJYXXHJ B ye3je — Jowand youau. Marepu sto BApYr
HEOCTOPOXKHO CKa3aJsH, a OHa Obl1a B TAKOM MOJIOXKEHHH...
HY, ero cBsiTas BoJs!.. U MJajleHel, MepTBbIi, H OHA caMa K Be-
yepy Ha crtos Jjeraa. A JlyHeuka — OAMHH4ALATbIA roL ne-
BOYKEe — Kpyr/asa cHpoTa.

JIio60Bb ANleKCaHAPOBHA OTMHIHBAJaCh OT CJe3, KOTO-
pble Haberaau el B rjasa H B roJoc.

— Tbl yx eli BuAy He mojaBaii: nycTb AWTS 3abyjeT-
cd,— NMpOAOJKAJA OHA, NMOJOXKHB MHE HA MJe4Yo CBOIO MAr-
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Kyl0 pyKy,— noJiobi ee. YuacTb y Bac ¢ HeH noxoxkas, 2a
y Tebsa otewu, Tl — MaJbuHK... BoT oHa, HHKak, uaetr ¢ Ca-
WweHbKo#... OHa oueHb cnocobHbIH peGeHOK. MaTb ee HHCTH-
TyTKa Obl1a, yuusaa ee. He yuuTb neBOUKYy — BCe paBHO UTO
nory6Htb. XapakTtep aHreabckuii... M Bo Bcem MHpe oaHH
Af45, OTUOBCKHA 6paT... HY, Takoh uenoBek! (OHa MaxHyna
pyKoi.) OneKkyHOM €ro Ha3HaUHJAH, 3 Mbl YXX H YIIPOCHJAH €ro
HaMm ee oTAaTb... Jla H 4TO onekaTb, Kakoe cocTtossHHe? Ha-
3HAYH/I OH €H [aBaTb CeMbJecsT NATb pybJeH B roi; Ha
KHHTH OCTaHeT Aa BOT yuHTeno... Bo3bMewbes?

Oua yabibHyJach MHe, Kejasl Jd 3a106pHTb, UTOG §1 He
3aMpOCHA A0POro, HAH HaAescb, UTO 51 NMpuMYy Ha cebs 06s-
3aHHOCTb YUHTeas Mo BceM npeaMmeram. $ nmocneiuun paso-
yapoBarthb ee.

— Y MeHsi HeT BpeMeHH,— CKa3aJ fi,— fl MOTY 3aHHMaTb-
CA TONbKO (PAHLY3CKHM H3bIKOM, H TO He KaXIbli 1eHb.

OkasaJniochb, YTO OT MeHsl TOJIbKO 3TOro H Xenaju. Psaaom
C HaMH XHa cocel, ObIBUWIHA YUYHTENb KAKOH-TO THMHA3HH,
OTCTaBJIEHHbIH OT CJyXO6bl 3a 60/M€3HblO; K HeMy XOIH.JI0
MHOrO YYEeHHKOB M YYEHHL, OH Bbi3BajCsi 6eCnJaTHO YUHTb
LyHeuky. 51 TyT TOAbKO y3Has, uTo MOH 6aTioWKa 3HAKOM
C HHM, LllaXke ADYXeCKH, H ObiBaeT y Hero uacro. pyr 3a
60/1€3HbIO PEAKO MJATHJ BH3HTbl W, TAK CJAYYHJAOCH, HH pa3y
He BcTpeyas MeHs... Sl NOAyMaJ, Kak PO3HO Mbl XHJH C OT-
UOM, H B pasflyMbe He CJ/blilla] MporpamMMbl Bcero, 4Tto npe-
nojaaeT 3TOT MyApell

— A 3aKoHy 60xHIO — ofewan orteuw Ajekceii,— 3a-
KJIOUHIa XO351HKa, MOKa3blBasi Ha rocCTbIO.

51 nosxen Gbin A0rajaTthbes, UTO 3TO cynpyra otua Agek-
ced. 3a 3aTBOPEHHOH ABepblo cabllllanach Bo3HA. [lyHeuka,
BEPOATHO, llepeoaeBanack. 5 He coBceM owunbes. AaexcaHa-
pa AnekcaHipoBHa BOPOTHJACL OAHA.

- — OHa eute pydeHbkH MoeT: nomorana Hukndopy BHIU-
HH oTca)kuBaTb. 5 emy rosopio: «Urto 3TO Thl B3ayMaa B
npa3nHuKk?» A oH: «M, 6apblHsA, 8 yXK H HAMOJHJICA H H4-
eJ1C,— 4TO AeHb TepATb...» 30J0TOH UeJOoBeK.

— Ox, na Bejlb H CKy4YHO 6e3 gena, XoTb 6bl H B Hpasi-
HHK! — cKasana Jlio6oBb ANeKcaHApOBHA H c¢mesicb H 6ya-
TO H3BHHASICL.-- Ellle yTpo Kak-HWOYAb NMPOHAET, HilH KHH-
ra ecTb, a To... cnacubo Hukudopy, 4To HallOMHH.I: UTO 1€Hb
TepaTb!

OHa pasBepHy.Jda Kakoe-TO TPOMafAHOe Bsi3aHbe,-— yeil-
TO 3aKa3 HaH nolpsaa. Moil 6aTowKa cTaj paccMaTpHBATH
H NOXBaJHBATb.
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Hakonew Bouwsia W [lyHeuka: eue 3atBopss 3a co060i0
IBepb, OHA cAe/]a]a HaM KHHUKCEH. ¥ XeHUHH eCTb HecyacT-
HBIH BO3pacT — OT AeCATH 40 yeThipHaauatH Jet. OHu TOraAa
HEKPaCHBBI, HECKJIAHbl, H HX CNACaloT TOJbKO Hapsabl, BPOX-
JeHHaA Trpauls, MOCTOSAHHAsA 3a60TJAHBOCTb BOCMHTATe/b-
HHU. Jta [lyHeuka G6yaATO W Tenepb nepeao MHOH ¢ CBOHM
KHHKCeHOM. Beslokypasi Kak JieH, XyAeHbKasi; oueHb GOJibllHe
roay6bie rnasa; 61e1HO-pO30BbIe LIEKH; BOJOCH Ha ABE TOJ-
CTble KOCbl KPYroM TroOJIOBbl; CHTLEBOe yepHOe MJjaTtbe A0-
BOJIBHO NOMATOE, HO HOBOE, MOTOMY UTO rpemeno; 6o/blLIHe
HOTH, KOXaHble 6alIMaKH.

— T'ne Tbl 31O, cyaapbiHs, Geraaa? — ckasaaa el Jlio-
60oBb AsnekcaHapoBHa, 6yaTo cepasch, H, MoiMaBs ee, noue-
JoBadna.

— [Moan, maTtyuwika,— no3Bana ee THXO AuJsiekcaHapa
AnekcaHApoBHa H HaaWaa el Koge,— CalHCh TYT.

JyHeuka nouesoBajach H ¢ HeH W ¢ nonaabed W cTaja
€CThb.

— UYro, MHOro BHILIEH Haca)ana? — cnpocHaa ee Jlio-
60Bb AneKcaHApPOBHA.

— [eabl#i pAa,— oTBeyana oHa.

— 3T0 OHa Ha cBOe cYacThe ca)kaer,— 06bsiCHHAA Anek-
caHapa AJleKcaHApOBHA,— elle JeTo, AacT Gor, MpOXHBEM,
a Ha TOT rol — H Kyliaih ¢ CBOHX COGCTBEHHbLIX.

— KW meHsa no3osu, JlyHeuka,— cka3aa MOH 6aTiollka.

OHa noTynuaach B CBOIO YallKy, NOTOM OTBeuaJa:

— §1 Bam BapeHbs HaBapio.

— PasBe ymeews?

— Yero 3ta neBouyka He ymeeT! — ckaszana 6yato npo
ce6a Jlo60Bb AseKcaHApPOBHAa H CO B3J0XOM OTBEpPHYJach
K OKHY.

Bce 310, 01HAKO, HayaJo MeHsl O40JIeBaTb, a MeXAy TeM
06 ypoke HHYero He O6blL10 ycjaoBjaeHo. 1 yx xoTen mpe-
pBaTb JIO6E3HOCTH MOero GAaTIOWKH H CMNPOCHThL MPAMO, HA
yeM OHH pellaT; MeHs npeaynpeanaa Anekcanapa AJekcaHa-
pOBHa.

— JlyHeuKa, 3Haellb, 3TO KTO CHAHT? JTO Tebe yuHuTeJb,
¢paHuy3, Hukonas [letpoBHua ChiH.

OHa 3aJuJacb CMeXOM Ha CBOe OCTPOYMHe, eH BTOpHJA
ee cectpHua, Bockauuas: «Ax, CaweHbkal» CMesanca u MoH
6aTiolKa, XOTHA,— i 3TO BHAeJ,— NpHHYXaeHHo. OH aoJ-
)KeH Obll 4yBCTBOBAaTb, YTO HAlIH OTHOLUEHHS He ANOMYCKAloT
WYTOK, @ MHe OblJIO MPHATHO BH/JeTb, KAK OH CTapaJjcs 37O
CKpbiTb. $1 He TPYOAHJACA CKpPbiBaTb CBOW UyBCTBA; H [MPH-
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CTaJbHO, Cepbe3HO M CMOKOHHO NOCMOTpeJ Ha OoTua H nepe-
Bes B3rasa Ha [lyHeuky, KoTopas MokKpacHesaa M CKOHQY-
3HJ1aCh.

— He 6ecnokoiics, MHIKa,— cKa3zaja ed yCMOKOHTeJb-
Ho Jli060Bb AJleKcaHApPOBHA,— 3TOT yuHTeb ¢ TO6OH B caly
HaberaeTcs.

— Jla ewe ¥ Ha f6J0HI0O cna3HT! — npubaBHIa OCTPO-
yMHasi cecTpHua.

— Her,— Bo3pa3ua s, BHASA, 4TO 3TO 3aXOAHT [AaJ€KO,—
1 He J1106J110 TePATb MOero BpeMeHH; NOTOMY H Telnepb Nonpo-
Uy CKa3aTb MHe CKopee H oMpejeseHHee, 4ero OT MEHS >Ke-
JaloT.

Moii cnokofiHblii TOH 3acTaBHA MPHTHXHYTb BCIO KOM-
NaHHIo.

— Jla BOT no-¢paHUy3CKH ee YYHTb,— 3aroBOpHJIA C He-
noyMmeHueM Jlio60Bb AslekcaHApOBHA,— OHA YXX UYHTAeT, MH-
wert... Tol uHTaewsn, [IyHeyka?

— Ja...

— Tbl # cnoB MHOTrO 3Haetb. Tbl CKaXH, AYLIKA, HE KOH-
¢y3bes.

— 3Hato... § u raarogabl 3Halo.

— Bbl MoXkeTe Kak-HHOYAb O6BACHATbCA? — ob6paTHJcs
A K Hei.

Mouanuaune.

— Bbl MoxeTe Kak-HHOYyAb TFOBOPHTbL? — MOBTOPHJ S

— §1 Bce roBopio; A ¢ MaMeHbKo# Bcerja rosopHsaa,—
0TB€YaJ/a OHa YyTb He CKBO3b CJe3bl.

1o 6bl10 HeBblHOCHMO!.. Sl ocTaBHa He6oJabluylo naysy,
4yTO6bl Jyylue BbICKA3aTb, KaK MHE HENPHATHA, KaK HerpH-
JHYHa 3Ta CUeHa,— HO BAPYr BCe IMOBEPHYJO HHaye: K
noabe3ay NOAKATHJH LIEroJbCKHE [POXKKH, 3anpsiKeHHbie
OTJIHYHBIM CepblM PbICAKOM, H C HHX COCKOYHJa HapsiiHas
pama.

— Benb 310 Mapbsa BacuabeBuna! ax, cymacweawmasn! —
BCKPHKHYna Ausekcanapa AnekcaHapoBHa #  6pocuaach
BCTpPeyaTb.

Otew 6pan dypaxky.

— Kyna thi? He yxoaH, OHa HeLOJro0 MOCHAMT; OCTaHb-
cA,— wenuyaa emy Jlio60Bb AnekcaHapoBHa.

Anekcanapa AsnekcaHApOBHA MeX1y TeM BO3WJach B ne-
pelaHel, YTO-TO onpaBasii B HapsAe TrocTbH; o6e 3BOHKO
CMeslIHCh, HaKoHell 06e BowH. [ocTbst npuaepxHBana cBoe
CBETJOe LIEeJKOBOe MJaTbe.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, TeTeHbKa,— 3aroBopu/a OHa, ueay-
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fcb ¢ J11060Bbl0 ANleKcaHApPOBHOH,— a 51 y Bac Ha Moabe3ne
BcA oGopBaJsiach; BOT Kak!

OHa nokasblBasa H3-NOA MJaTbsl POCKOIIHO BBILIHTYIO
106KY.

— Ja Beab Thl cKauyewb,— 3aMmeTHaa JIw60Bb AJek-
CaHApOBHA,— rje 3TO, MaTb MOS, pbicKaJaa?

— Kak, pblckana? 1 or apxuepeickoit o6eaHH; NpoOMO-
PHJ1 OH CerojiHsl — A0 uacy.

Ona B3rJiAiHyJa Ha 4yacbl Y CBOEro KOpCa)a H KHBHYJZ
nonaabe.

— 3apasctByH, [Jono. TereHbka, NOKODMHTE MEHA; s C
yTpa rosonHas.

AnekcaHapa AunekcaHapoBHa Yyxe cyerusaach. JoJKHO
6biTb, B 3TOM JOMe Bcerjga Bce OblJO HAaroToBe, MOTOMY UTO
MHHYTbl He MpOLUIJO, KAK TFOPHHUHASA MpHHeCJaa ellle AbIMS-
HIHACA KOheHHHK W eule MOJHbIH MOJOYHHK. Mapba Bacuib-
€BHA CHAJA IAANKY H 6pocHia ee Ha MAJblb, CTOAABIIHE Y
CTeHHBI.

— Ax, TereHbKa, 6ynere Bbl NPHYHHOH MOeH cMepTH! KO-
de y Bac uydecHbIH, 51 yaepXaTbCs He MOTY H BCe TOJICTEl.
Joma s He Besto cebe naBaTb... [loaw6yiiTech Ha MO0 JO-
wanky, terenbka, Hukonat Ilerposuu... OHa MeHst ceroldHs
uyTb He pasbuaa; opJoBCKHH pbicak. TereHbka, Bbl MOJIO-
6yiTecs.

— Jla uem nw6oBaTbcsi? — Bo3pasuaa J1060Bb AJiek-
canaposHa.— Hy, BHXy, noaXHO O6biTb, 6elleHass, B TBOEM
BKyce.

— AX, TeTeHbKa, AyuieHbka Mosl, Bbiaymaer! TouHo B
mMoeM BKyce!

— A aoporo pnana 3a Hee? — cnpocHsaa AJekcauapa
AnekcaHapoBHa.

— W He rosopure,— pasopuaace! 3ato kak muut! § ee
npo3sana /[ emon, TaK H Kyudepy BeJiesa 3BaTh.

— H, marywka! — ckasana tuxo, ¢ orBpaiieHHem Jlio-
60Bb AsekcaHIpOBHa.

— Uro x, TereHbka, pa3se rpex? Beab 3To He uesoBek.

— H XHBOTHOE He 10JIXXHO TakK Ha3blBaTh...

— Hy-c, a neBuHe HbiHYUE OTJIHUYHJIHCb,— 3aTrOBOpHJIA
Mapbsa BacunbeBHa M cTaja paccka3sbiBaTb, KOro BHAaesa B
cobope.

51 mexay TeM cMmoTpes Ha Hee. 1o 6bl1a ocoba He mep-
BOH MOJIOJOCTH, 3a [ABalaLaTh JeT, CBeXas, MOTOMY YTO MNoJ-
Has, HO oueHb cTpoiiHas. [lonHoTa waa K He#t. Y Hee 6bliH
MaJleHbKHe, XOpOlleHbKHe PYKH, TOYHO NepeTsiHyThle HHUTOU-
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KOH, ¢ AJIHHHbIMH HOTTAMH H MHOXX€CTBOM KoJiell Ha MyXJeHb-
KHX MNajbuyHKax; OHH IISIJeNH KaK-TO MHJIO-CMEWHO; LUEKH
OblIH HEXHO PYMSIHbl M NYWHCTHl; MaJjleHbKOe yepHoe MNAT-
HbIIKO Ha 6eJioM BHCKe, riasa 60JbluHe, cepble, KaK MHe Mo-
Ka3anocb,— si MeHee Bcero ofpalllaio0 BHHMaHHsi Ha rJasa
XKeHIHH. TeMHbie BosIOCH Gbl/IH BeJNHKOJEMNHbI, TOACTass Koca
C TPYAOM JepXaJacb Ha 3aTbliKe, NMPHKpYy4YeHHas AJHHHBI-
MH TOJCTBIMH KOCaMu nepejHero npo6opa, MOJOXEHHbIMH
cBepxy. 51 3Hal nMoApOGHOCTH »KEHCKOro Tyaseta: H3 (anb-
WHBbIX BOJOC TAaKOH NPpHYECKH YCTPOHTb HeBO3MOXHO. [Ipo-
BHHUHA/JKa 3aMeTHO KOKeTHHYasna KpacoTOH CBOHX BOJOC
U Boobule Bcell cBoeil 0cO60H. ITO Obl10 MPHATHO BHAETD.
51 1aBHO He BCTpeyas TAKOro OXHBJEHHOro, LBeTYLIero JH-
1a; MeXAy cTapyuleubHMH OHO BbillaBaJjoCh elle sipye.

Ona npHMeTHIa MOH NPHUCTAJNbHbIHA B3rISAL H YALIGHYAACh.
S ynbibHy/cs1 €l TOXKe, He HEeBOJIbHO, a UTOObl NOKa3aTb, YTO
BH1ea ee yablOKy. Pa3-apyro#, nokyaa ona uieberana, Mbi
eule OOMEHSNHCh B3rJasilaMH H yabiOKaMH, HO OHa Kak Oya-
TO yX cTapajacb AenaTb 3TO HENpPHMETHO AJASf APYTHX.
$I B3rasiHy/l Ha Hee 3HaAuUHTeNbHO; OHA 6YATO CMNOTKHYJAacb
B pa3roBope H NOKpacHeJaa.

— Ox, nopa aoMoli,— cKa3zana oHa, BApPYr BcTaBasi,—
YTO K Bbl MEHS CeroAHs HH 3a uTO He O6paHHTe, TeTeHbKH?
[TIpaBo, Hukonaii [leTpoBHY, yX y MeHsl B NPHBbIYKY BOLLJIO:
Kak fl K TeTeHbKaM, TaK OHH MeHs pacnekatb,— H f BeTpe-
HHUA, H s MOTOBKA... Tak, UTO JH, TeTeHbKH?

Ona crana uenoBatb Jlio6oBb AsleKcaHApOBHY; Ta pac-
Tporaaachb.

— Tocnoab ¢ TO6OM... AypHlIb Thi, a cepialle y Te6s uH-
cTOE...

IyHeuka nogaBaJga WJSNKY rocTbe.

— 3x, IlyHs, uBeTOukH XopouwH! — cKkasana AnekcaHa-
pa AnekcaHlpoBHa.

— Takne y Hac B caay ecTb,— cka3ana [lyHeuka.

— Actpbl,— orBeuana Mapbss BacuabeBHa, Hajxesas
WJANKY H, Kak 6yATO 4451 TOro, 4to6 OHa JoBHee HAABHHY-
Jacb, MOKAayHBAasi roJIOBOH M3 CTOPOHbl B CTOpPOHY.-— Hpa-
BUTCcH Teb6e, [lono?

— Ja.

— MHe HpaBHTCH, UTO OCEHbIO Bbi HOCHTE OCEHHHe LBe-
Thi,— 3aMETHJ1 s, 3arOBOPHB NepBhIH pas.

— OueHb pana, YTO BAM HPABHTCH.

Ona nokpachena onsTb, 3acMesilacb H NMoaagna pyKy Moe-
MY "OTLY, 4€ro He cjeqa’la, 310pOBasiCh.
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— A uTO CTOMT 3TO YAOBO/AbCTBHE? — cnpocuna Anek-
caHapa AsiekcaHapoBHa.— 3aech aesanu?

— Bor eute, 3aecn! MockoBckas.

— Hy, kak xe Tbl He MOTOBKa? — oTo3Basaach JI1060Bb
AnekcaHapoBHa.

— [loroan, Bbifiaewb 3aMyX, MyxX yimeT! — 3akpHua-
na Anekcanapa AnekcaHapoBHA.

Mapbs BacuabeBHa noaHs/a pykH K wJasnke, 6yato 3a-
XKHMasi YK, Bbi6eXKana B NPHXOXYIO, HA KPbLIbLO, NphIr-
Hy/Jla Ha CBOH [POXKKH H MoMuyanachb.

— BuaHwbe, npoBopHas, H caywaTb He xouer! — cka-
3asa AnekcaHapa AJleKCaHAPOBHA.

Moii 6aTiowka cTtan npouwartbes; g 6osscs, 4TO6 €ro He
YroBOpHJIH OCTaTbCsl obenath; Asekcanapa AJieKcaHADPOBHA
yX npeasnarana MHe noitH noGeratb B cany. K cuactbio, 6a-
TIOWKA YCTOS1, OTFOBOPHBIIHCH, YTO XOU€T HaBeCTHTb Ero-
pa EropoBuua, OTCTaBHOro yuyHTessi,— H Hac HaKOHel OT-
MYCTHAH.

— 51 Xouy TOXe BHAETb CBOHX 3HAKOMbIX,— CKa3aJa 4,
npexkie yeM Mbl BbILUJH, YTOO OTHATb y Hero Hajaexay, 6ya-
TO i MOT'Yy €My COMYTCTBOBAaTh.

OH HHUero He cKasaJj;, Mbl COIJIH C KPbilblla, OH HaJe-
BO, 1 PAMO.

— $1 He BO3BpaulyCch 10 Beuepa,— CKaszana A.

— Kak xouelub.

MHe 6b110 HeO6XOAHMO OTAOXHYTb OT BCEro, 4TO 1 BblHEC
BO BCe 3TH [HH, HAKaHyHe, B 3TO yTpo. MHe 6bl1a HyXHa ne-
peMeHa Bo31yxa, nepemeHa obulectsa. Y Bcnomuun Berauua.
Ero oreu npoaoskan 6biTb HCIPAaBHHKOM H Ha)KHBATbCH;
€CaM OH 3ano31a.J B HMHA3HIO H TOJbKO 4TO nepeules B Lie-
CTOH KJacc, rayno TpPaTHA AEHbrH H KHJ Beceso. MaTb He
OTKa3biBaJjla eMy HH B 4eM, FOTOBAs NPOCTHThL Aaxe 6e306pas-
Hble wWanocTH. Ho oH 6bla Maablii THXHH H po6KH#H, roToBbIH
NOAAATLCA MEepBOMY CHJBHOMY BJHSIHHIO. $I N1aBHO roBOpHJ
370 KapMakoBy, HO OH TOJbKO CMesJ/CA TOMY, 4TO s npea-
nAaraJs pa3Butb BersiuHa. OH BCNOMHHACH MHe Tenepb. $ pe-
IWHACS B3ATL €ro Noj CBO€ BJHSIHHC, OPraHH30BaTb Y Hero
KPYXOK, Hancpekop KpyxKy KapmakoBa, KoTopbi s pe-
WHICA OCTaBHTb. DTOT KPYKOK Guld Gbl BNOJIHE MOUM, B MO-
eM ayxe...

Mtie 6bl10 cyxaeHo pasodapoBatbesi. $1 nposesa aeHb
H o6enan y Betauna, BHiaea BCO ceMbl) H YOCAHJCA, KAK UyXKa
MHE H HemopsiioyeH 3TOT 6apCcKuil NPOBHHILHAJLHBIA CKaal.
Te xe cGopHwa UYHHOBHHKOB, TOAbKO rnoborave, H, ecqaH
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" TOJIbKO BO3MOXHO, ellle MeHee CMbic/sLLHe; ele 6ojee caMo-
YBEPEHHOCTH H HeyBa)eHHsl K AOCTOHWHCTBY; MOKPOBHTE/b-
CTBEHHBIH TOH W Jakefickuil Tpener... «Les va-nu-pieds sont
plus supportables que les parvenus» ',— rosapusan Mu-
weab. 5l ¢ HHM BNOJIHe corsaceH: OT NMepPBLIX eCTb BCe Cpel-
CTBa OTAE/aTbCs, BTOpPble K Ham caMu Je3yT... Bnpouewm,
A ellle He DelHa oTaaJduTbes OT BersnnHa; 310 6bl10 6bl He-
pacyetinBo Ha 6e3noabe H B MOEM MOJIOXKEHHH; A TOJbKO
pasouapoBaJjca B Halexae CLeN1aTb H3 3TOrO0 MOJIOAOTro ue-
JioBeKa uTo-HHOyAb camoctositenbHoe. MM 6bl1o yno6Ho,
MOXHO H, CJ€A0BaTe/bHO, JOJKHO NoJab3oBartbeA... S ony-
IIEBHJ 3TOT CeMEeHHbIH Kpyr Moel JI06e3HOCTbIO, Bece0CTblo,
OPHTHHAJNbHOCTbBIO; POJAHTENH MPHUJAH B BOCXHLIEHHE: OHH
MeHsl He 3HaJH 10 3TOro AHS; BCTpeuass peiKo, OHM CUHTa-
JH MEHsl UYeJOBEKOM YIPIOMbIM, «TopaeuoM», Kak HaHBHO
Bblpasusaacb m-me BeTjanHa, o6HApy»XHB 3THM CJOBEUYKOM
cBoe 6JIM3KO€ POACTBO C KyNeuyeckKHM MNpPHJAaBKOM... 51 Hcnbl-
ThiBa/l 4yBCTBO, €lle MHe He3HakoMoe: cTpalaHHe H3sLWHOH
CKYKH cpead Kom¢opTHOH o6cTaHOBKH. MeHs noazep>kHBa-
JI0 CO3HaHHe MOEero NpeBOCXOACTBA H, MOXKaJyH, NPHBETJH-
BOCTb 3THX JIO4€H, HEeBOJIbHO 3acTaBjasiBlIas ObiTb K HHM
CHHCXOOHTeJ/bHee. ..

IeHb 6b1a1 TabGenbHblH; Beuepom 6bl1a HJNIOMHHALHSA, TY-
JsiHbe W My3blka B FOPOACKOM cady. BeTqHHY TakK XoTesoChb
norJsiasetb Ha BCe 3TO, UTO f cAeJjaJj eMy YAOBOJbCTBHE, MO-
wes ¢ HHM. B caay 6bi1a Toana, TeCHOTa, He BCTpevaJsoch
AywH nopsgouHoit. S v BersanH npob6upannch K naoulanke,
rae c6upaJoch 06i1ecTBO, KOTAa B OAHOH MeCTPOH H WYyMHOH
rpynne 6apbiHb MeabKHYJO JHUO Mapbx BacHibeBHb; OHa
NOKJOHHJIACh B Hally CTOPOHY. $I, KOHeUHO, He OTBeyas Ha
NOKJOH, HO BeTaHH npunoaHsan Qypaxky.

— Komy Tbl 3T0? — cnpocHa .

— bapbiwHe. Pa3Be Tbl He BHaan?

— Tlomnay#, pasBe MOXHO KJIaHATbCA KOMY-HHOYAbL B
3TOM cogome?

— Jla Kak e O6biTb? 3TO MaMeHbKHHA 3HAKoOMas.

— Kro ona?

— Mawmaseab CmytoBa. 3gech 6bla KazHauyel CMYTOB...
Jla uto X A? BOT TBOH OTell NOCTYNMHJ HA ero mecro... Cmy-
TOB HAXWJ/ICS, HHKAK JieT TPHALATb CHAeN, H cKpsra Obla.
Bbiwen B OTCTaBKY, KaK rofa BbICJYXHJ, XHJA B KAKOM-TO

' Bocsikn 60/10¢ CHOCHBI, YeM BLICKOUKH (Ppany.).
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uyjaaHe, MOYTH He MHJ, He el H BCe KOpnej Haj [AeHbraMH.
Y Hero BOT 3Ta A04b; OH, KOT[a CJYXHJ, ee B MaHCHOH OTAAa-
BA.1 YUHTLCS, a MOTOM B35/ AOMOH; OHA ¥ HECro B KJKOYaXxX XO-
AHga, Ha 6a3ap...

— Une existence charmante ',— 3aMETHJ f1,— H BOCIMH-
TaHue, AOJXKHO OblTb, MpeJsiecTHOe.

— Her, Huuero. Oren, k cuyacTbio, Yepe3d roa, UTO JIH,
ymep. JleHer MHOro, oHa HapsiiHja B 4enell KaKyio-TO CBOIO
TeTYWKY, 6a6ylIKy, KOTOpas Nnpex/iae y HHX Ha KyXHe CTpsi-
naja... Beib [AEBYLIKe HeJb3sl XXHTb OLHOH, HENMPHJIHUYHO.

— [louumaro, un chaperon...?

— Kak 1bt cka3zan?.. [la Bce paBHO, 3Ta TeTyllKa HHKO-
MY He NOKa3blBaeTCsl; 3HAIO TOJbKO, UTO ecTb TeTyuwka. Her,
Mapbs BacuibeBHa yMHO caenafa: Kak yMvep oTell, OHAa B
MockBy; Hanenana cebe HapsaLOB, NMOBece/HNaChb, Koe-ueMy
NOy4HJach...

— U no npasaHukam ¢paHILy3HT? — 3aMeTHJ .

— Her, uto Tbl, B caMOM nene...— CKa3aa OH H CKOHY-
3uaca.— Her, oHa no6Gpas. ¥ Hee Tenepb M 3HAaKOMble eCTb,
XHBET XO03AHKOH, NPHAHYHO, npHHMuMaeT. KoHeuHo, apH-
CTOKpaTHA Halla K HeH He e31HT, 1a Belb 4YTO Xe...

— 3To oueHb ByJbrapHas oco6a,— 3aMeTHJ §,— KO-
HEYHO, Hallla apHCTOKPATHA He 60r 3HaeT YTO, HO BCe-TaKH...

OH eute 6osee CKOH(Y3H/ICA H MOBECHJ roJoBY. ¥ MeHS
npowJa MbICAb: A He MOr NPHHYAHTb ce0sf MNOKJOHHTbCHA
Mapbe BacuabeBHe, HO HyXaa obpekana MeHs Ha moceule-
HHe ee DOACTBEHHHI, cTapyx eiue 6ojiee ByJabrapHbiX. JTO
y3HaioT, 06 3TOM 3aroBOpAT B Moem OOLLeCTBE — Y JAHPEKTO-
pa H Tannubiubix. Kak 0o6bsicHiO 1 3TO CcOJHIKEHHE?

— CKyuHO,— cKa3asa fi,— TOJKOTHAl HajoenaeT; noiaem
K KaKoH-HHOyab cKkaMeHke, rie noremHee... Tbl 4YesoBek no-
JOXHTe/NbHbIH, BeTNHH, Thl He MoHMMaewb, KakdHe ObiBaOT
HHOrJla MHHYTbI, 4TO BeCb POA JIOACKOH, BCC Ka)eTcd Tak
HHUTOXHO...

— A uT0? — cnpocua OH.

— Tak, ckyuHo... Ilycrora. Jukue ¢paHTasun npuxoadr
OT CKYKH; BOT MHe mnpHwsa ¢aHTasus — nobavxe MocMo-
TPeTb, UTO ITO 3a JIOAH.

— Kakune moan?

-— Ha Bot 3tH. Kak Tbl Ha3Ba.1 3Ty ACBHILY?

.' [TpeaecTHbl 06pa3 KH3HK (Ppuny.).
© oxpaHHTeabHHUA (Ppuny.).
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— CwmyToBa.

— Tbl MHe HANOMHHKI. ¥ MOero oTlid NpecTpaHHbC 3Ha-
KOMCTBA... MeHS 1IPOCAT B3siThb Ha ce68 YYUTb no-ppaHiLly3-
CKH A€BOUKY ¥ OAHHX cro 3HakoMbix, CMyTOBHIX... HaTypaib-
HO, AapOM, KOI1a MHe B3aymaercs. 1 He peuiaiocs.

— Ortuero Ke? Bot TOJbKO UTO AdPOM...

— Tbl He BoOOpAKACIUIL JIH, UTO i, KAK NOACHLLHK, HaMe-
peH Koraa-HuOy:1h paboTaTb H3-3a AcHer? Boaigepxuch or

TAKHX NPeLnoJoAcHiil! -~ npepsas 4, HCNYraB e€ro MOHM
CMEeXOM, H NPOIOJIKET CHHCXOAHTEJbHCE, 4TOObLl 1aTb €My
OnpaBHTbCs: -- $ He peillach NOTOMY, UTO NPCABHAKY AaR

cebfl TOCKY OCIUCHYO B Kpyry, rie JbBHUeH Kakaa-uuOylb
Mapba BacuabeBua. S oTpoay ¢ TAKHMH He 3HaJacsa.. f aa-
)Ke XOTesl CIHpOCHTb HMCHHO Te6f: Thl... Tbl Be3jle OGbiBaellb,
y Te6s M Kynubl poaHsi... M3BHHH, 8 HHUCTO HC OcyXKialo;
Thbl 3Haellb, AABHO cKa3aHo: «Mbl He Bbi6Hpaem cebe poa-
CTBEHHHKOB»>...

OH 3TOro, KOHCUHO, HEe 3HaJ, HO MOe MOXAaTHe PYKH ero
060oApHJIO.

— A 4T0 3TO ISt MCHSI IMKO, Thl caM MNofiMelb,-— Npo-
N0J1Kan 1 ¢ 4YBCTBOM,—— peGeHKOM 51 Obll 3amMeyeH Ha KO-
CTIOMHPOBaHHOM 6aJie BO ABOple, H BAPYT...

$1 ocTaHOBHJCA, OXBAUYCHHBIH BOCNOMHHAHHEM.

— Tbl nouumacenib?.. C TaKWM NpOWedIIHM DPa30pBaTb
Henb3s!

YBaiekasich, 1 pacckasana emy o6 3TOM NpollelueM, o 1ep-
BbIX OJIeCTAWMX UIAarax MOero AeTCTBa, H yAepxKaJcs roso-
pPHTb O Meuyansx HacTosiuiero... MeHs noHMyT Te, KoMy cay-
4yanocb HEeBOJbHO BbLICKA3bIBATbCA TNpead HeMOHHMAKWHM!

51 ymonk. OH cHaen, HpHCAYLWIMBasACh, KAK NOJKOBble TpY-
6auyn rpemMenu NoOJbKY.

— Jluxo! —- cka3an OH, KOrAa OHH KOHYHJH.

$I cxkan pykd W rasgen Ha npya, rae oTpaKanuch 6ej-
Hble TJIOUIKH.

— UYrto X,-- Hauaa si ONRThb, YYBCTBYH CaM, KaK H3Me-
HUACSE MOH T0A0C, - OGpaTb MHE 3TOT YPOK HJIH HeET?

— ¥ CwmyTtosuix-10?.. bepu, ei-6ory, Huuero. Urto 6bi-
JIO — MPpOULTO, HC BOPOTHIL, &4 XHTb HALO0.

1 6bL1 nopamen: OTKyJla Takas pelIHTeabhaf Puao-
codua?

— Eii-6ory, Gepy. XoTh 4To-8ubyabL 1a Gyaer. Hy, Kap-
MAKOB TdaM, JAPVIHC CTARVT TPYHHTBL, U4TO 34 Ocaa. Tatnibiu
CKOpO ye1e1. Jla uro nim OHH? 1aBHO 10PA OT HHX OTCTATDL
M HA HHX HC IsLIeTh. TAJHULIH TAKHM QOHOM-0apoHov, uTo
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B [letep6ypr ener... CMewHo cMoTpeTb! OyiATO HEBeCTb UTO
stot [letep6ypr. A TeGe oco6eHHO, He 3HAlO, YTO 3a 0XOTa C
HHMH CBA3BIBATbCA; €CJH 6 Thl TOJBKO Mocaylad...

BecuepeMoHHo, HaWBHO, 6ecco3HATENbHO-HeEJIHKATHO
OH HayaJ nepecKa3blBaTh MHE, KaK 3a0YHO OTHOCHJHCb KO
MHe MOHW ApY3bsl. JIraTb eMy He 6biJIO BBITOALI, 13 OH Obl H He
cymeJs. Mexnay npouuM, sl y3HaJl, UTO MOIO ILIYTKY B «eT H He-
4eT TNyNbld MaJbUyHLIKA paccka3aJj yXe B 'MMHA3HH H CTap-
LIHEe MO0e20 KPyXXKa B3flJIH €ro Mol CBOe MOKPOBHTEJNbCTBO:
MHe TOTOBHJH cKaHpaaJg. $ 6bl1 BHe ceb6sa. {1 norub6aa,— Me-
HSl OOBHHAJHK B rpabexe...

— Heroas#, aryH,— Bckpuuan f,— s HH 338 4YTO He
nofiny B KJacc, ec/H nepefo MHOH He H3BHHATCA. JTO Obina
wyTka!

— Ho Beap Hano oraaTth eMy aeHbrH,— BO3pa3Ha Bet-
JIHH.

— UYro6bl 51 cTas ewe roBOPHTL ¢ 3TOH ApAHbIO! BoT AeHb-
TH, BO3bMHTe, 6pOCbTe HX 3aBTPa NMPH BCEX €My B JIHLO H CKa-
XKHTe, uTO A Bejesa BaM 3To caenartb.. C cTaApWHMH A pas-
JeJ1a10Chb, HJH... CMpocHTe, H3BHHATCA oHH? Torpa s npuay
B KJsacc.

— Xopolwo,— cKasaJa OH,— BCe cleaalo, BCe CKaxy.
JlaBaii neHbrH.

Y meHs WX He 6bis0... UTO MHe Obl10 nenaTb?

— boxxe Mo#H,— BcKpHuyaa s1,— cO MHOH HeT OYMaXKHH-
ka!.. Hy, tenepb u Bbl, BeTainH, W BBl MHe He mMoBepHTe...

— [lpaBo, A1 He 3Hal0, UTO Tbl 3TO TaK NPHHHMAaelUlb,—
3aroBOPHJ OH, CKOHQY38Cb,— & BOT MHe OOHAHO: BCE BHl ro-
BOPHJH MHe Tbl, a Tenepb BAPYr... CJIOBHO 1 BHHOBAT...

— He BB, a cyabba, KoTOopas JHlIaeT MEHS MOCJen-
Hero japyra,— cka3aax A H BcTad, u4Tto6 HaTH.— [lpo-
waire.

OH npeyMopHTe/NbHO HCmyraJjcs.

— Ilocaywaiire, 1, npaBo, He 3Hal0, YTO C BAMH TaKoe,—
CKa3aJ OH, yaepXXHBasi MeHsl,— HY, ¢ BaMH Tenepb OGyMax-
HHKa HeT,— HY, f OTAAM 3aBTPa CBOH... Y MEHS eCTbh...

— Heyxeau? — Bckpuuan s1.— Heyxxenn Bbl noBepseTte
MHe HacCTOJIbKO, YTO Ha leJble CYTKH OAOJIKaeTe MHe MNATb
py6aei?

1 B 3Ty MHHYTY HeHaBHIea Bce uyesoBeuecTBO... MeHs
06€30pYy>KHJ KPOTKHi, OKOHUaTeJbHO MOTEPAHHbLIA B3rasn
3TOro IOHOWH. $1 mocTapaJcs BbIPA3HTbCA OJ1f HEro Mmo-
HAITHee.

— Xopouwo, cnacubo; 3anaatd 3aBTpa, a TaM...
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OH ¢ Tako# pagocTbio CXBATHJ MOIO PYKY, UTO MHe XOTe-
JOCb CKasaTb 3ToH npeaaHHoH ayuwe: «51 Harpaxy Te6s,
NOJAb3YysiCb TBOEH NpPENaHHOCTbIO A0 KOHLA, A HHKOrAa He
ornaM te6e Haszaj 3THX AeHer..» Ho s yaepxkaacsi: Takue
CJIOBA MOTJIH HaBeCTH €ro Ha pa3iyMbe.

— TIlpouwa#,— aApyxXeckH ckasana fi.

— Kyna xe Tbi? He K Ham?

— Her, He roxych ceroans... [fo 3aBTpa.

$l, KoHeuHo, He mowea H He MOr MOHTH K HeMy 3aBTpa.
51 He mowes B Kaacc, NOJOBHHY AHS OPOAHMJ TO yJaHUaM, ApYy-
Tyl NpocHAes 3aneplincb y cebs. Tak npolo HECKOJbKO
nHe#. $1 cobpan uto y MeHsi 6bli0 KHHr TasuubiHa, OTHEC K
HeMy B J1OM H OTAaJl Jlakel, He crpalliBas, A0Ma JIH OH caM.
Mbi ¢ HHM 6oablue He BHAaaHch. [Ipex oTbe3nomM, A 3HAK, OH
6bl1 y MHOTHX TOBapHILUeH, MpollaJcs, y Hero Ha npoiuaHbe
obenandH. MeHs OH He MoOCeTHJ H He 3BaJ obenaThb.

I He 6biBan Goabiie y KapmakoBa, H oH y MeHsi. Moe
0o6L1eCTBO pacnajoch; Y MeHsl 6blI0 OTHATO HE MHOroe, Mno-
cjesnHee, uto 6blo. Hano 6bl10 HCKaTb HOBBIX CPEACTB, HO-
BbIX nyTeil... Y Tepsiics. MHHYTaMH A MaJOAYLIHO NPHXOLHJ
B oTuasiine. Ma tante He nucana Hu caoBa. 51 66l B KpaiiHeH
HyX1e...

Mot 6aTiowiKa Mrpaj co MHOIO «KOMEAHIO HeCTECHEHHS>.
OH 6yaro He 3aMeuaJs, yTO A HE XOXY B KJIacc, H, XOTH
npowso 6oJsblue HejleaH MOCJe HALIero BH3HTA K CTApbiM
JleBaM, OH He HaMOMHHaa MHe 06 ypoke. MHe 6bi10 Gbl J1060-
MbITHO MOCMOTPETb, AOJIO JH MPOTHAHETCH 3TO CKPOMHOE He-
BMELUATeJbCTBO, HCKPEHHO OHO HJH MPHTBOPHO, HO 06CTOS-
TeJbCTBA GbliH HeTepnsiuiHe: YpoK y CMYTOBBIX ABJSAJICH A
MEeHSsl CllaceHHeM.

— J aymalo,— ckasan A oaHaxKabt 3a 06e10M KdK MOr
paBHoAyllHee,— CMYyTOBbl yXe B3siJlH CBO€H BOCHHTAHHHLE
KaKoro-HH6yab yuHTens PppPaHLy3CKOTO si3blKa.

— Kak e M0XHO, KOraa YyCJOBHJHCL ¢ TO6OMH?

— Mbl He yc/a10BHJAHCD ewe... [la HakoHel, CKOJIbKO MeHst
HH X1aTb...

— ¥ Tebsi MOrjio He ObITb BpeMeHH,— CKa3aJ OH Tak, uTo
A He MOT MOHATb, FOBOPHT JIH OH CEPbe3HO HJIH HacMexaeTcs.

— Tenepb H MOHTH K HHM QaxKe HeJOBKO,— MPOAOJKaJ
f,— HalaelWb 3aHATOE MecCTo...

— Tebst xayT,— KOPOTKO OTBeuas OH H yluesa 3d CBOe
NleJ10, NPe1oCTaB/Asii MEHS] MOUM Pa3MbllUJIEHHSM.

MouM nepBbIM pa3MbilljeHHeM Obl10 — He HATH: €CJH OH
FOBOPHJI, UTO XAYT, TO 3HAJ ITO HaBepHoe, MHe 6bl10 J1060-
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NBITHO, OJIT0 JIK ellle NPOXKAYT. S1 yulen B cBOKO KOMHATy, Mo
OGbIKHOBEHHIO, OTAOXHYTb, uHuTasi. KHur He 6bljao... I3toro
6blJ10 10BOJBHO, YTO6 NMOCTABHTb MEHS ONATb JHUOM K JHUY
CO BCEMH Y)XacaMH MOero NMoJIOXKeHHs: y MeHst He Obl10 aaxe
KHHT! )

PasaymbiBaTh 6oJgblie 6bl10 Hedero. [lowserb Tak mno-
uJieTb; cKopee, rosoBol B oMmyT! $1 pewnacs HATH Ha
YPOK.

S oraynes, enBa pellHJcsl; caM He 3HAIO AJA yero,  Mo-
Jaoules] K ABEPH OTUA H CKa3aJa:

— $1 ceftuac uay kK CMytoBbiM. Bbl HHYero He nopyuure?

— Hnuyero,— oTBeuyaa oH, He OrJAsiAbIBASICh.

Yero g xoTen? 3auem s cnpawxBaa? Kakoe cTpaHHoe uyB-
CTBO NpouIo Mo MoeH ayuwe B 3Ty MHHYTY! HesnoBkocTs, no-
KODHOCTb, KaKoe-TO CMHpeHHe, KaKo#H-TO CTpax,— Bce BMe-
cre. $1 wea, neficteoBas 6yATO B TyMaHe, He CO3HaBaJ Ha-
CTOSAILLETO, He MOHHMAJ, YTO MHe HYXHO oT JioaeH... [loanats-
cfl 3TOMY UYBCTBY OJAHH pa3 -— H uejoBek Noru6aer Ha-
Bceraa.

bBbino, kaxercsi, neppoe ceHTAGPSA, H AOBOJbHO XOJNOLHO.
Hartn 6b1o aaneko. MHe Kak-TO XxoTenocb Apa3HHTb cebsi
yCTanoCTbiO, XOJ0A0M, BCeH raiocTbio MOJOXKeHHs 6eaHsKa,
KOTODbIH OoTOHBaeT canoru no ypokam. $ ToyHo 6yaTo cka-
3biBa/1 caM ce6e MYUYHTeJNbHYIO CKasKy: 3TOo Obl1 i H He fl.
1 1wen mallHHANbHO, 3HAsA, YTO NPHAY, 3HAS, Kyla NPHAY, HO
H MeCTO H le/b Ka3ajHCb MHe Kak-TO aJeKH H Heompeje-
JNeHHbl. 1 3Han JloleH, KOTOPBIX YBHXY, 3HaJ, UTO Y HHX AAS
MEeHS1 eCTb 1eJ10, HO YTO f CKaXKy 3THM JI0AAM, 4TO 1 6yny de-
Jaathb... §I He cobpaJcs ¢ MbIC/bIO, laXKe B30OHAA HA KPblIbUO...

3BOHHTbL 6blJO He BO YTO, HO H He HYXHO: 3TOT JOM 3a-
NHpaJCcsi TOAbKO HOublo. IlpHcayru HHKOro He 6blL10; A caM
OTbICKHBAJl Beuwlanaky Ajs cBoed wHHenH. Ha Mo# wopox u3
FrOCTHHOH paspancs Bonpoc: «Kto Tam?» —u AnekcaHapa
AnekcaHapoBHa SIBHJ1ACh CTPEMHTEJBHO.

— JHa Bot krto, Cepreii Hukonaesuu. [loxanyfite, no-
)KajayHTte, nO0pOroi roctb, oyeHb paabl!

Ouu Bcerpa panoBafHChb rocTsiM, a BbiGeraTb HaBcTpeuy
6bi1a npuBbiuKa AunekcaHApbl AsekcaHapoBHBH. Jlo60Bb
AsnekcaHApOBHA, NOrpy)XKeHHasi B Kpec/o M MOKpbITasi Momno-
HOH, KOTOpYIO Bsi3ajla, He MOIJa NPHIOAHATLCA H NPHBET-
CTBOBAaJla MEHA C MecrTa.

— Bor oH, 3apasctByiiTe!
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H cablwan, Kak B APYTHX KOMHATaX CYETHJHCb FOPHHY-
HBIE; XEHCKHI rosoc npoauax(a.n

— Yuurean!

Anekcaunpa AJIEKcaHIlpOBHa elle onpeaejeHHee HaNoM-
HHJa MHe LeJb MOEro rNnocelleHHs.

— JlyHeuka,— rpoMKO H pajOCTHO CKasaJja OHa, MNpH-
OTBODHB aBepb,— HIAH-Ka;, K Te6e Cepreit Hukonaebuu
npues.

JIi060Bb AJsiekCcaHAPOBHA TAHHCTBEHHO NOMaHHJ1a MeHs
K ce6e 6nHxKe H 3awenrana:

[ony6unk Moit, Toraa Tl HHUEro He CKasaJ, HO Belb
Tbi CJblIAJ: OHa MPHTrOTOBJEHA; Teb6e ¢ CaMblM CKYYHbIM,
¢ a3byko#t He Bo3uTbeA... [1eyun ee, kak Tebe nocyr, ABa pasa
HJH XOTb OJHH pa3 B Helesl0; KAK MOXHO, KaK B3lyMmaellb...
Hy, a ueHa... Mbl 60JblUHX CPeACTB He HMeeM... [loBOJNbHO
6yner B Mecsiu wecTH py6.aei?

H3BosibTe,— cKasag fi, cjerka NOKJOHACH.

[ony6unk MoH, Tebsi 60r HarpaaHT!..

HyHeuka Bowsa u caenana kHukceH. OHa 6bl1a B UBET-
HOM MNJaTbe; TpaypHoe HaAeBasOCb MO Mpa3jiHHKaM, a 3TO
JOHALIHBAJOCh H3 3KOHOMHH. MHe Bce 3TO OODBACHH/H, pac-
CnpalWHuBail O 310poBbe 6aTIOWKH, PACCKa3biBajH O HeM,
yero 1 H caM He 3HaJ, 3a6bl1H 06 ypoke. 1 HaNOMHH.I:

— Toe xe Mmbl 3aiimemcs? '

A Bot, noxaayire... [yHf, Thl TaM CBeYKY 3aXTH.
YMopuTeabHan 3Ta [AeBOYKa,— npoaoJkana AsekcaHapa
AnekcaHapoBHa eil Bcaed,— OHa yX H cToa cebe ybpaJa, Bce
Ba¢ xnaana. Tak oHa Bce 3TO JIOGHT — napaaHo. KHHXKH
CBOH, 6ymary, nepba pasJoxuJaa...

Hano efi uepHUJbHHLY XOPOLIEHbKYIO KYMHTb,~— OTO-
3Bajacb J11060Bb AJseKCaHAPOBHA,— A€BOYKY YTELIHTb.

[otoBo,— cka3ana [yHeuka, siBAfisiCb HA nopore.

$1 nowen 3a Hew. JTio60Bb AneKkcaHapOBHA yaepxkaJa ee,
noue/0Bana, nepekpecTuaia H YMHJHJIACD.

KomHaTa 6bl1a 10BOJbLHO 6oabluast; raaBHyi0 mebenab co-
CTaBJAAJMH KoMmoabl H OyderHbiit wkan. «[lapaa» cocroan B
TOM, UTO NMHCbMEHHBIH CTOJ Obl1 HAKPbIT KAKHM-TO KjaeTda-
ThIM LIEPCTAHbIM MJAaTKOM; MHe O6blI0 MOABHHYTO KpecJo.
JlyHeuka, caasicb, mepekpecTHIACh.

— Bawm cTpawHo? — cnpocHa f, NOTIAAEB Ha Hee NpH-
CTaJIbHO H 33aCMesIBLUHCH.

OHa Kak-TO rJyno He MOHMJIA W He OTBeyasa.

— TlpoutHTe 4TO-HHOYAD.

OHa B3fi1a KaKylo-TO [AeTCKYH0 KHHIFY H CTana YHTaTb.
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[Ipon3Hocuna oxa xopowo H yuTana 6e3 3anHHKH, Laxe C
BbIpa)KeHHeM, HUCKOJbKO He pobesi. §l caywan MaliHHaAbHO,
NnoKyla He HanoeJo.

— MoeTre nepeBecTb TO, YTO MPOYJIH?

Ona He OTBeuaJa M CTaJja MepeBOAHTb oveHb GoiKO; 3a-
TPYAHAsiCb UeM-HAGYAb, OHA yCTpeMasaa raa3a npsaMo nepej
cobolo, NMpHNOMHHAAA H npojoJaxana. Pa3 oHa ocTaHOBHJaA
Ha MHe 3TH roaybble ra3a; A XoTeJ MOACKA3dTb; OHA MaXHYy-
Jla PYKOH W npHHAJach eule npoBopHee. Ee rosoc TpeBoXKHA
MHe HepBbl.

— JloBoabHO,— cKa3aJa 1.

OHa 3aMoauand H xaaaa.

— Bbl, BepHo, 3TO cTO pa3 nepeBOAHJH,— 3aMeTHJ .

Orsera onatb He 6bL10. MHe 6bL10 CKY4HO, A He 3HaJ,
4yTo cule JeqaaTbh. Ecan 6bl 3Ta feBOUKA HHUETro He 3HaJa, MHe
no Kpaitei Mepe 6bl10 6bl HTO 3aMeuaThb, 3@ YTO PACCEPAHTD-
cA H, caenoBaTesbHOo, 6bl1o 6bl UeM OXXHBHTbcA. Ho oHa cno-
KOHHO noKa3biBaja CBOH MO3HAHHA H KAajd, YTO eH aalayT
Aajbllle, a yuHTe/JbCKHe NpHeMbl OblH MHE PELIHTENbHO UyXK-
abl. Ecan 6 oHa pobena,— st Mor 6bl CMEATLCA HJH 3a60THTb-
cA 0601pHTb ee. Ecan 6 oHa 6bl1a rpaudo3Ha, HrpdHBa, OHa
oAylueBHJa 6bl 3TO TyNoe 3aHATHE TOH KOKETJIHBOH, Kol aubed
L1aJ0BJAHBOCTbIO, KOTOpas CJAYXHT 3afiaTkom Oyayuiero pas-
BHTHS »XeHLLHHbl... Y1 3aayMancsa. §l 3Haa AeByluek,— AeBO-
yeK, MYueHHe YuHTeJeH, HO Kakoe [peJjecTHoe MYydeHHe!
Kakum cBeTOM HaMOJHAMH OHH KJacc, Kak ObiCTPO, »XHBO
MeabKaJH WX LIAJOBAHBble PYYKH, BbiXBaTbiBasi TeTpaaH!
Kak HeTeprnesHBo, KampH3HO TOMaJH MOL CTOJOM HX KpO-
LIeYHble HOXKKH, KaK LIeJIecTeJIH HX MbillHble, CBeXXHe naaTba!
Kakue ouapoBaTesnbHble rpUMachl AeaajHCb 3@ CIOHHOH YuH-
TeNs, H yUHTeJb BHIeJ HX, OTPa<eHHble B 3epKaJjo, H Obl
06513aH paccepaHTbCAA, H He MOr, HauHHaJa BbIroBop, yJabiba-
fICb, @ KOHYaJ — UeJysl PyYKy HAaCMeLWHHIbl,— MOTOMY 4TO
y Hee yX apoxanau ry6bku H cBepkaau caesbl. Ho naakars
OHa HHCKOJIbKO He XoTesa. JTH npesecTHble CO31aHHA yMeloT
Bbi3BaTb y ceb6si cJe3bl, Korjia HM B3AYMaeTcCsl, H KakHe aJj-
Ma3Hble, rpaLHO3Hble cae3bl! TO MUX TaNaHT, ITO OAHO H3 HX
Henob6e1HMbIX OHapOBAHHH...

— He 6ynem anu aukroBaTh? — BApPYr cnpocuaa Jlyxeu-
Ka, npepbiBas Moe pa3aymbe.

— XOpowo...— cKa3aJa f, BCNOMHHB, 4YTO MOXHO elle
J1e14Tb.

OHa pocTaja npHroToBJIEHHYIO HOBYIO TeTpaib; Ha 06epT-
Ke 6blI0 BblBeleHO roTHYecKHMH OykBaMHu: «Dictéex.
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— Kro 3T0 nucaa? — cnpocua 1.

— $§l,— oTBeuasa oHa, NOJABHrasi MHe KHHTY, H B3f/1acCb
3a nepo.

MoH MbicaH 6blH aaneko... benokypble BoJOCH 3TOH Ae-
BOYKH HaNOMHHJIH MHe ApYroii o6pas: OH BO3JYLIHO MEJbK-
HYJ Npeio MHOI BO BceH cBoel npesectH... Ko MHe coiujo
BIOXHOBEHHE.

— $l BamM nNpOAHKTYIO CTHXOTBOpEeHHe,— CKa3a.l s, 3a-
KphiBast pyKoio rsasa.

— Kak sarnasue? — cnpocHna oHa.

— He cnewnre.

51 ctan AHMKTOBATb, YBJEKAfACH:

A NANNY

Nanny, premier rayon et — triste destinée!
Premiére erreur d'amour, premiére fleur fanée,
Qui, embaumant toujours son vase de cristal,
Meurt, pale, languissante au lendemain du bal...'

OcranbHoe Hcue3no H3 Moeit naMaTH... He myapeno! npoiwau
MHOTHe TOAbl C Te€X NOp, KakK IHOLLA, NOJHbIH TPEBOTH H BOC-
NOMHHAHHS CBOEro NepBOro YyBJEUYEHHS, TOMACb OT CKYKH
H OKpYXaioulero 6e306pa3usi, Hallea B Ayile CBOCH CTpacT-
Hbie, NJaMeHHble CTPOKH — H He HMeJ MYXeCTBa MnepeuyHTaTb
HX: TaK OHH OblJIH H3YPOAOBAHBI MPONYCKaMH, NMOJHb! OWHOOK
opdorpadHun, Tak JHIIEHbl 3aNATbIX H TOYEK...

— 3OTO HH HA UTO He NOXoxXe! — BCKpHuaJa 1.
— Jla st HHuYero TYT He NMOHHWMalo,— BO3pa3H/a OHa He-
BO3MYTHMO.

— 3T0 A0Ka3biBaeT TOJNbKO, YTO Bbl HHUETO HE YHTAJH,—
CKa3saJj si,— nonpasJisiTb HET BO3MOXHOCTH.

OOHY MHHYTY MHe XOTeJOCb BbIpBaTb H B3siTb cebe 3Ty
CTPaHHLY; MEHSl OCTAHOBH/A NO3THYecKas Mbicab. [lycTb no-
FH6HET 3TOT BAOXHOBEHHBIH JHCTOK; NYCTb YJETHT OH, Kak
yJaeTaeT Mosl MoaoaocTb! Bee xke OH ropbkoe H oTpaaHoe 10-
Ka3aTeJqbCTBO HPaBCTBEHHOH CHJIbI, MO33HH, He 3acbinaioulen
cpeaH BceH MOLUJIOCTH OGCTAaHOBKH...

51 B3rnsiHys Ha CBOHM yachi: YPOK NMPOAOJKAJCA NMOJATOPA;
MOXXHO Obl10 KOHUHTb. $l Bbilles B rocTHHYO. TaMm yx Obij
roToB YaHHbIH CTOJ, HO BEYHO ABHXKYLAACA AnekcaHapa

' K HAHHH

HaHuH, nepsuit npobaeck H -— neyaabHas cyab6a! [lepsoe 3a6ayx-
AeHHe JI00BH, NepBbli YBAALIKH UBETOK; 6Jaroyxaf B XpycTanbHOH Ba3e,
OH 6JeKHeT, H3HeMoraer W rH6HeT Ha Apyro# AeHb nocae Gana... (¢pany.)
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AnekcaHapoBHa Gblna 3aHATAa APYrHM; OHa pas3Gupana Ka-
KO#A-TO 6oabwWwofl y3eaq M MNOLHOCHAA MOKasbiBaTb BEllH H3
Hero HemoABHXHOH Jlio60BH AnekcanapoBHe. $1 mouckan
Pypaxky.

Her, kyna e Bui? — cka3sana »ajno6Ho, 6YATO HcMy-
raBluHch, J[1060Bb AsleKcaHapoBHa.

— Her, 6aTiowlka, y Hac He TakHe NOPAAKH,— BO3Pa3H-
na Anekcanapa AnekcaHAPOBHA, Ha XO4Y OTHSIB y MeHfl QY-
paxky.— Bor A uaii 3asapio, 1a BapeHbs HOBOTO MOMPOGYeM.
[NanywHuk cefluac u3 neuku ropsiuuit. Caaurecb-ka. Ham,
Jlio6yuika.

Jlio60Bb AJIEKcaHAPOBHa TSXKeJO NnepeMecTHaach ¢ CBoOe-
ro Kpecaa K CTOJy, MOAJE MEHA.

Hy uto, kak [lyHeuka? — cnpocH/a OHa TaHHCTBEH-
HO H C TaKHM 6eCnOKOHCTBOM »KAaJja OTBeTa, YTO MHe CTajo
CMeLLHO.

— Hhuuero...— oTBeyas 5, caerka noxas nJjevyamH.

Muabiii MOH, Thl ¢ Hell KaK-HHGYAb NoJacKoBee,— 3a-
rOBOpHJ/IAa OHA, PACTPOraBILHCh,~— Belb elle peGeHoK... A Mo-
XeT OHa ycneTb?

— Jla,— oTBeuyan si, X0X04a BHYTPEHHO H MOAAENHBASACH
Nnojd TOH HAaCTaBHHKOB,— y Hee CMOCOGHOCTH... OHA MpPHJAEX-
Ha... ec/IH 3aHAThCA...

— 3aiiMucb, 3aAMHCb C Heﬁ, rony6uuk! — noaxsaTugaa
OHa, odpanosauﬂaﬂ

JyHeuka npuwsaa u cena K croay. Anekcanapa Anek-
CaHApOBHA MOCTaBHJA MNepej HEO HEYTO B pOJe KyIleJH, ee
JI06MMYI0 YallKy, KaK TYT Xe MHe OObACHHJH, H CKasanaa B
BHAEe JI06€3HOCTH:

— A BOT yyHTe/b-TO TBOH rosopm Te6s1 Hapo 6e3 uasn
OCTaBHTb: JIEHHBA OYeHb.

JlyHeuka MmoJauya o6paTHaa Ha MeHA CBOH O6oJabluHe
raasa.

Wytut! — Bo3pasuana Jlio6oBb AsekcaHApOBHA, ycC-
NMOKOHTEJNbHO YAbI6asACb H KHBAs roJOBOH Ha cecTpy, H obpa-
THJAAach KO MHe: — Jlnl MeHs Qa)e MYUHTeJNbHO CJbllIATD,
KOria AeTefl HaKa3biBAlOT, He NAIOT HM uero-HWOyab. ['pex
3TO Aaxke: roCMoAb BCeM MHILy 1aJ paBHO: H NPaBbIM H BH-
HOBaTbiM. A Ha peGeHke KakHe BHHbI? Uemy yanibHyaca? —
npoaoJsKaJna oHa, yanb6asach Toxke.— OCTaBHTb €ro OQHOrO,
NyCTb NOCKy4Yaer; a Mexay TeM o6aymaer, uTo caesan AypHO,
packaercs aa 60Ty NOMOJHTCA, 4TOO Bnepeas He JefaThb...

91, KoHeuHo, He onpoBepran ee ybexaeHHi, Tem 6osee YTo
4yail 661 NpPeBOCXOAHBIN.
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— Bapenbe Tth, Cawenbka, Ha .cnaBy nopana,— 3ame-
THJa ¢ yaoBosabcTBHeM JI1060Bb AsleKCaHAPOBHA.

— Jla y» nasa nopororo rocts! — oTBevasa OHa.

Bbina 66l oxoTa, s MOr 6bl yrouiathbcsi TyT 10 HOuH. Xo-
3AHKH He TpebOBaJH OT rOCTA HH JNI06E3HOCTH, HH pa3roBop-
YHBOCTH; OHH 3aHMMaJH MeHSl caMH, pacckasbiBas o cebe,
O CBOHX 3HAKOMBIX, B OCOOGEHHOCTH 00 OTCTaBHOM YuHTeJe
Erope EropoBuue. Bce 3HakoMble 6bliM npekpacHble JIOIH,
Ho Erop EropoBuu snyuiue Bcex, HeuTo BbiClIee; €My NMOYTH
nokJoHAAHChb. EMy HasHauanacb nonoHa pabotbl JI1060Bb
AnekcaHapoBHbI, «Tensoe 01esJ10 K 3HMe», OOBSICHSIH MHe,
«yesiOBeK OH He310poBHIH». Koraa Bcaea 3a yaeMm Ha‘croJe
AABHJIHCH 16JI0KH, B CAMOM Jesle 3aMeyaTe/ibHO KpynHble, Jlio-
60Bb AsleKcaHApOBHA CNpOCHJA:

— A Eropy Eroposunuy, Cauwenbka, nocaanu?

— Passe emy Takux! s noayyue oto6pasna 4 oTnpasHJa.
dTto M3 Hauero caja,— o6paTuaach Ko MHe AusekcaHiapa
AnekcaHipoBHa,— He XBacTasiCb CKa3aTb: BO BceM ropoae
Jyullle Haulero cajaa Her.

M MHe 6bi1a paccKka3aHa BCA HCTODHS, KaK Ha3ajl TOMY
NATHAALATb JeT AOM Y HHX B JepeBHe NpHuies B BETXOCTb,
a nmonpaBHTb GLIJIO HeuyeM, a TJaBHOe, OHH COCKYUYHJIHCb B
JlepeBHe, rie 3HAaKOMble — KTO BblexaJs, KTO yMmep,— H pa-
304JIH KYNHTb ce6e 3TO THe3/10,— MeCTO MPEeKpacHoe, K LepK-
BH G6JH3KO. [leHbru OLOJIKH/ MPEKPACHEHLHH uesoBeK, CO-
cel HX no AepeBHe, bpeBHOB; ABe TbicsiuH py6aei. Toicauy
OHH Y> BbINJIATHJH, 4 HA APYrylo BeKce/b, H XHBYT NMOKOH-
HO, MJIaTA NpoueHTbl. BpeBHOB — 4Yes0BeK 6OraTbid, a rjaas-
Hoe, npekpacHelwHit. JIoNKHHLbBI OHH BepHble, H obecredyeHHe,
Ha cJaydai yero,— aoM. [JoM, noxanyi, HeBeJHK, HO NPH HEM
caf. OHH 3TOT cald HalWJH 3anyleHHbd, yOpanu; HacaliHaH
BHOBb, XJIONOTAaJH 32 HHM, H Tenepb TaM 4Yero Jyuie yroiHo,
OdHHX SITOJ HAa CTOJNBKO-TO py6Jaeii npoaatoT B Jero... OHH,
BEPOSITHO, MMOJaraJjH, 4To 3TO [JS MEHSl O4YeHb HHTepecHO.
B camom nesne, 1 B nepBblt pa3 B )KH3HH BHIeJ, Kak JIOIH
NPHAAIOT BAXXHOCTb KAKOH-HHOYIb NeCATHHE 3eMJIH, CTapoMy
CTPOEHHIO, YETBEPHKY FAOJIOK.

— Ho y Bac ecTb HMeHHe? — CNPOCHJ 1.

— MU, roay6unk moii, aBaauatb ayuw! — ckasana JIio6osb
AsleKcaHapOBHa,— Beib HM TOXe XHTb HyxHo. Oaeanan
HX, H OCTAJOCb HAUIHX ECATUH COPOK 3eMJIH B HaliMy,— BOT
H Bce. Bot A pAGHHY N106J110; OHH MHE Ha MOKJOH MODOXCHYIO
HHOoraa npuBo3AT. Opexu BO3WJIHM, Aa YX y HAac 3y60B HeT,
l1eJKaTb HEKOMY.
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— Tenepb ecTb KOMY! — BCKpHuYaJa, OAYILIEBAAACH, AJeK-
caHapa AnekcaHapoBHa.— Kak Ha 6Ga3ape 6GyaeT KTO OTTY-
[a, TaK BeJio NpHBe3TH opexoB. 3To BoT ABroTbe HMBaHoBHe,
aa u Cepreii HukosnaeBHY OT KaJsieHbIX B MeLY He OTKaxeTcsl.

$1, oaHaKo, oTKa3saJjcsl, yero oHa He oxuiana. Bocxuiue-
HHe [lyHeukH B Hajex[e OpeXOB HANOMHHJIO elle YTO-TO
AnekcaHape AneKkcaHapoBHe.

— Ax, na uto X s! JIyHf, rJIfiAH-Ka CKOJNbKO Tebe MpH-
ci1ana roctiHuy Mapba BacuabeBHa. M KocblHOYKH, H mJaa-
TOUKH, H BCSIKas IUTYKa, H NJaTbe LUEJKOBQE.

B 3HaMeHHTOM y3Jje, KOTQpPOro BeJHUYHHY Si TYT YBHAEN
6auxe, OblaH cTapble Bellld, moaapok Mapbd BacuiabeBhH
«cupoTke». JI1060Bb AsekcaHApOBHa ellle pa3 YMHJHJACh.

— A 370 KakoBo? — Bckpuuasia Asgkcanapa Asjekcas-
IpOBHA, OTKPWBAs npea KPyrabiMH riasdami [lyHeukH Kopo-
60uKY, rie CBEPKHYJH KpPYyrJble TOJCTble CepbrH.

OHH 3aHAAHCb. 1 B3/ GyparkKy H OTKJaHAJCA.

Bapyr MHe npHIUJAO B roJoBy CNPOCHTH:

— YacTo Bbl BHaHTech ¢ Mapbeit BacuabeBHol? ..

— OHa uyacTo 3ae3xaer; pobpas oHa [eBYylLIKa,— OTBe-
yasna JI060Bb AsleKCaHAPOBHA H Bbllna 3a MHOK B MpPHXO-
XKyl.— [o1y6uHk MOH,— 3awenrasja oHa,— Beib Tebe, A
AyMalo, 1eHbIH HY)XXHbl; BO3bMH BOT nokyna... S1 xotena yx
CMoJlHa 3a ABa Mecsilla, 4a HeAoCTaJo (OHa KaK-TO yJablbHY-
Jacb). He B3biuln; nocae coutemcsi...

M, msrko noxumas MHe pyKy, OHa BCyHYy.1a B Hee Gymax-
Ky. Ha kpbuibue s pasrasgen necaTHpy6/eBYyil0 acCHr-
HaUHIo.

$1, MmoxeT 6biTb, NOTOMY 3aMOMHHJ 3TH NOAPOGHOCTH, 4TO
HHKOMY O HHX He pacckasbiBaj. Orel, npasaa, crnpalruban
MEHSl 0 MOeH YueHHLUe H, Ka3aJjocb, He Y10BAETBOPSJICH MOH-
MH KODOTKHMH OTBETAMH, HO sl He JaBaJl ADYTHX.

3710 6bL10 0COGEHHO CKY4YHOE, MOJIYaJIMBOE, CaMOe TsXKe-
Joe BpeMs Moell MosonocTH. OceHb, KOPOTKHE JHH, OCOGEHHO
TeMHble B 6elHOH KBapTHpe, OCOGEHHO HEeBbIpa3HMO IJIHH-
Hble Beyepa, KOTODhiX AeBaTb Oblao Hekyaa. Moe o6uLiecTBO
pacnaJjoch, aApyroro f cebe etlue He COCTAaBHJ, 1@ H COCTABHTb
He Obl10 C1y4ast H BO3MOXKHOCTH: KapMaKoB H, Ha npolaHbe,
TaaHublH NOBpeAHJH MHE I'e MOIJIH H KaK MOIJIH; UCTOPHA
4yera u He1era, HeCMOTpPsA Ha ob6bacHenHsa BerauHa, nponoa-
XKaJjla TOJKOBaThCA [l MEHSl BECbMa HeNPHATHO; HEKOTOpHIE
H3 rocnoj yuuresei, NoAMeTHB, uTO 1 Gosblle He B ApYyxbe
C HapeueHHbIM [HPEKTODCKHM 3sTeM (KaKHM TMOUYTH SBHO

+
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npu3Hasaid KapmakoBa), HauaJH KO MHe MDHAHpPATbCA.
$1 u3HbIBa; A 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO 3aBAAal0, TEPAIOCh, ynaaaio
ayxoM, tyneio. 51 6bi1 oaHHOK. OT CKYKH, OT HEO6XOLHMOCTH
Al Ha4yaJ CHJbHO YYHTb YPOKH, HO YXacCHYJCHA caM: f BTATH-
BaJjcA B MOH o06pa3 »KH3HH!

Jla, He GbIIO COMHEHHS: Sl MIPHHUMAJ TOT CKJaA, KOTOpO-
ro agobusaJica Mol 6aTiowka. Kaacc B rHMMHA3HH, KJaacc y
CMYTOBBIX; raseTbl, YHTaeMble BMeCTe C DOJHMTEJEM; TPYI0-
Basi Konedka, UH@pa KOTOpOH H3BECTHA POIHTENIO, TaK xe
KaK JeHb 1 Yac ee noJy4yeHUsi,— OH, NpaBAa, He TpebyeT B Hel
OoTueTa, HO 3HaeT, YTo OHa ecTb!.. OH HauHHaa GbITb LOBOJIEH
MHOIO; 3TO [Q0Ka3blBaJl0 ero HW3MeHHBLUIeecs pacnojoXeHHe
JlyXa: OH HaUHHA.1 Y€ BbI3bIBATbCA HA DAa3rOBOPLI H OXOTHO,
O0XXHBJIEHHO MOJALEPXXHBaJ pa3roBop, ecjH i 3aBOAHI €ro O
yeM 6bl HM O6biJ10... JTa noTexa NPOLOJKAJAACh YXKC Leabli
MecslLL.

$1 orasAHyscs B mopy: elle HEMHOro MPHJEXKAHHA — H A
cTaJj Gbl BEpOBaTb B MO3HAHHA HAWIKHX y4yHTes el H TpeneTtaTb
yen3ypeot... OrasiHyBUIHCb, 1 CPa3y NpOTeCcTOBaJ TeM, UTO TPH
IHS CpAly He XOAMJA B KJacchl. BeuepoM Ha TpeTHH aAeHb
oTel CNPOCHJ, He GOJICH JH fA.

— Huckoabko. Ilouemy BaM nokasajoch?

— Tbl He BbLIXOAHWbL H3 JOMa.

— Her, s Buepa xoaua k CMyTOBBIM,— BO3pa3HJa f H 3a-
X0XOTaJ/l: TaK HCJOBKO M 3a6aBHO OH ofoures NpsAMOH BO-
npoc. )

OH He cnpocua, yeMy s cMeiocb, no6Geaa ocrajacb 3a
MHOIO... [OBOpPAT, MenouYH 3acTaBJAIOT MeabyaTb XapakTep:
HenpaBaa. 1 3HaJ, yTO A cHJeH, H y6exaajcsa B 3TOM ellue
6osee, ynpaxHAs cBolo cHay. Uerbipe rona moeit 3aiaued
6nl10 — He aaBaTb Haa coboio Boan. Heyxenu ycTynutb
Tenepb, KOria ¢ BO3pacTOM MOH NpaBa CAeNaJHCb eile 3a-
KoHHee? Het! a1 noctaBua cebe 0653aHHOCTbIO ObiTb BEUHO
HacToOpoXe, A Bbly4HJCs eille aydywe BaaneTb cobolo, H 6a-
TIOUIKe He YyAaBaJocb OTrafaTb, YTO MPOHCXOAHJIO B MoOeH
roJjoBe, MOKyxa OH TPOH3HOCHJA CBOH OpPaTOPCKHE peuH.
$1 orpaaua cBOKO HE3aBHCHMOCTb,— HO, MOHEMHOrY, KTO 3Ha-
€T, YTO MOIJIO NPOKH30UTH BO MHe? § Obl1 06fi3an COXPAHHTb
cebs, A noskeH Gbl noaaepxartb B ce6e xu3HeHHocTb. Ho
yeMm? ["azerbl 6bl.1H MOE e1HHCTBEHHOE UTEHHE; BCA 3TA TOrild
TOJIbKO HA4aBLIAACH CE€BACTOMOJbCKAA MCTOPHA MEHA O4YeHb
Mano HHTepecoBaga. OTrogocKH o6WecTBeHHOH XH3HH CTO-
JHU LOXOAHJH HCMHOTHE, OTPbIBOYHO, NO pacckaizaM (de.lbe-
TOHHCTOB: OHH TOJDLKO JIPA3HHIH MOe€ JI0GONLTCTBO, MYUHIH
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MeHsl HeylOBJEeTBOPEHHOH XaX10H, 1OBOLAHJIH MOH cTpemJe-
HHA 10 cTpajaaHus. Hukoraa He co3paBan s cebe pasHbix
HaeanoB JIOGBH, APYXOb H TOMY NoA0OOGHBIX CaHTHMEHTaJb-
HbIX OTBJIEUEHHOCTeH, KOTOPbIMH TEWHJHCb KPYroM MeHs
JII0AH Moero Bo3dpacTta, 6/arorosefiHo NpHHHMaBlLIHe CBEUKY
3a COJHUe; c/ieloBaTeNbHO, Y MEHS He MOIJIo HaHTHCb pas-
BJIEeYEeHHA 110 YacTH JMI06BH H APYXObl: s 3HAJ LEHY BCero
storo. Ho ecnn 6bi nake Kak-HHOYAb 51 1 AONYCTHA cebsl Meu-
TaTb — YTO B MOEH cpele MOrJO HaBOLHTb HA MEUYTAHHA?
JII06UTb 0cO6y ¢ MOAAe/NbHBIMH Kopaaiamu Ha uwee! npu-
3blBaTb Apyra, KOTODbIH MOTOMY He HIeT, uTo oTAaj B MNO-
uyuHky kanowwu!.. Her, Het! Tyt yxacHa naxe wyrtka!l Mue
6bl10 HeOOXOLHMO Jyullee, Bbiclliee, TO, YTO 1 BHAAA B feT-
CTBE W YTO OCTABa.10Ch BEUHO Mepelo MHOIO, KaK CBeTJIOe BH-
JeHHe...

51 npuxonua B oTuanHHe. Sl XxoTes OnHcaTbh CBOH 4YBCTBA;
HO MHcaTb ANA cebs,— uTo 3T0 Takoe? Ecan 6 He 6blsio ny6-
JHKH, HHKOraa 6bl He Obl10 no3ToB. Bagop Bce, 4TO TOJAKYIOT
O CO3epuaHHH, aHagan3e, yraybsaeHHH B camoro cebs.. Ecau
3TO NOBTOPAIOT H MHCATEJH, TO PailH COGCTBEHHOH BaXKHOCTH.
BAOXHOB/IAIOT PYKOMJECKaHHA, LWeEeNoT YAHBJEHHS, 3aBHCTb
COMEpPHHKOB, YNbIOKH XeHlUHH... KoMy 6 st npouen MoH npo-
n3peleHHa? Moemy 6aTwouwike? Anekcanape AnekcaHapoBHe,
KOTOpasa Ka)XAblH KJacc ycTaB/s/ja CTOJ CMOKBaMH, Moue-
HbIMH, MeYeHbIMH H BCAKHMH s6J0KaMH, ybaa)kas MeHs 3a
csoto [lyHeuky? 3HameHnuToMy Eropy Eroposnuy, xotoporo
Al HAKOHeL YIOCTOHMJCS BHIETb?..

51 6bin oaMH... B yacel 6eccoHHHlL, B 3TH yachl, KOraa-to
NOJHble MEYTAHHH H BAOXHOBEHHH, i C TOPbKHM Mpe3peHHeM
crpauiuBaf cebs: HeyXesH CKyka, 6e3nioabe NOBEAYT MEHs
JO TOrO, YTO A1 NoXesa obLecTBAa MOEro oTua, NnoXenaio
cOJH3HTLCA C MOHM OTUOM?.. Y)acHas Mbicab! s pelrHacs
He CMOPHTb C HHM, 4YTO6 He BOJHOBaTb celf, CAYyLWIATb €ro
peYH MalIHHAJbHO, KaK CJYLWAIT CTYK MafATHHKA; HO KTO
3HaeT? — OT CKYKH, OT 6e3qoibsi, MO BNEYATJAHTENbHOCTH
MO€H HAaTypbl 3TH DEUYH BCe-TAKH MOTYT ci/lelaTb Ha MeEHS
Brneyar/jeHHe; He3aMeTHO AJA caMoro ce6s i MOry YCBOHTb
MHEHHs ITOro yeNioBeKa... YK He coBeplIaeTcss JH 3TO CO
MHOI0? YK He JeHCTBYeT JIH Hd MEHSl 3TO HCYJOBHMOE BJHS-
HHe? OH YTO-TO €TaJs NOKoiiHee... Y)KacHas Mbic/b! 1 Bce-TaKH
a8 Hero cobecelHHK, OJHUETBOPEHHOC BHHMaHHe, XOTA Obl
Aa)<e H He caywaJg ero pedel; s JlOCTABARAIO €My pa3BjeyeHHe
YA OIHHM MOHM NPHCYTCTBHEM; §1 1IOTeIlaly ero camontobue
MOHM MOJYdaHHeM,— OH CYHTaeT ero 3a coraacxe! oH Boob6-
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pakaer, 6yATO genaeT MHe CHHCXOXIeHHe! OH, TOpXecT-
BYsl, HajlleeTcsl OBaaJleTb MOHM yMOM!..

$1 nepectan BbIxoAHTb H3 cBoeH KoMHaThi. [IpoxoaunH
uejbie 1HH, YTO B [0ME He MPOH3HOCHJAOCb APYTHX CJOB,
KpoMe «31paBcTBYyH» W «npowai». [laxe Manaubsa, A ciabl-
aJ, XaJnoBanacb Xo3siike, UTo B [lOMe y HAac TocCKa...

O, yxac! s npucaywnBaacs K peuam Manaubul.

$I pewudncs cnatb NOJOBHHY [HS, YTOO He AOMycKaTb
ce6s1 10 NOAOOGHbIX BreyaTJeHHH...

$1 noru6an. Cyapba cnacna meHs. Mor au s Boo6pa-
3UTb, TAe BCTPETHTCA 3TO cnaceHue?.. Temepb, KOHeuHO,
OHO MHe 3a6aBHO, HO MepBble L1Aard BCerfa Ba<Hbl...

Pas, nonpasasa owu6ku dictée moell yyeHHubl, NpH cBe-
Te eNHHCTBEHHOH CBeuYKH, cpelH raybouadlled THLIHHBI,
HapyllaeMoil TONbKO CTYKOM HOXa, KOTOpbiM AunekcaHipa
AnekcaHapoBHa pa3pe3ana ap6y3 B TOCTHHOH, s1 6bln pas-
BJleYeH LIYMOM MOTOKOB, BAPYr yAapuBLIHX B oKHo. Y1 noa-
HAJ TOJ0BY.

— JloXaHK,— cKa3ana, yabl6HyBlIHCh, JlyHeuka.

YeMmy 6bl10 pano 3To riaynoe co3panue? Tomy JH, 4TO
CJAYUYHIOCh HEYTO HEOXKHAAaHHOe, HAH TOMY, UTO S, YUHTe.b,
nonjetrych No rpa3d newkom? B ©x «npekpacHom Mecrte,
OT UepKBH O6.JH3KO», HHKOTAa He BCTPEYaNOCh H3BO3UHMKaA,
a B Takyio noroay oco6eHHo. Bbixoas H3 aoma, s He pac-
CYHUTHIBAJ Ha 3TO YLOBOJIbCTBHE.

— Kak Bbl noiigete?..— 3ameruna, Bce yJbi6asch, Ily-
Heyka.

MHe oHa 6bl1a TaK NPOTHBHA B 3Ty MHHYTY, UTO s LIApK-
HYJ NepoM OT BepXy AO HH3y CTPaHHLb, He KOHUHB nomnpa-
BOK, H CKa3aJ, BCTaBas:

— Je suis trés mécontent de vous, mademoiselle .

S B3sin ¢ypaxkky, mepuaTKH H nolien B rocTHHylo. Tam
MeHsl BCTpeTHaa TeM e J1ilo60Bb AneKcaHApOBHa:

— Kak Tb 370 noiaeun!

— Jla kak,— Horamu! — noaxBaTH.aa OCTPOYMHas
AnekcaHapa AnekcaHapoBHa.— Bor oH nocuaur, mnepe-
XKaert, a TaM yto 6or aacr.

Jlio60Bb AsleKcaHApPOBHA cTana yTellath MeHs, UTO 3TO
MHJNOCTb 6GOXecKas: OCeHb CJHILKOM cyxas, MYXHKH Xa-
JAylOTCA, OKTA6pPb Ha ABOpe, a Bcero nepsblil A0XKAb. Ho 3Ta

' S BaMu OucHb HeZ0BO.JeH, MaicMyaseab (@pany.).
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«MHJOCTb GOXKecKasi» Bce-TaKH AO0JKHA O6blla NPOMOUHTH
MeHl 10 HHTKH. 3a M3BO3YHKOM Mnoc/jaTb ObLI0 HEKOro: AeB-
Ka He 3Haja yJHl.

— 3, na Houyiite y Hac,— pewuaa AjnekcaHapa Auek-
CaHAPOBHA,— NYXOBHK BaM 3jecb rnocrejeMm; O6aTIOliKa
3HaerT, rjae Bbl, 6eCNIOKOHTbCA HE CTaHET...

O6e 3aroBopuad pasom. Beirogb, yno6crBo, 3aHuMa-
TEJIbHOCTb M NPHATHOCTb 3TOH BBIAYMKH NDHHHMAJH TaKHe
OrpOMHble pa3Mepbl, YTO A pellnJcAd 6exartb, XoTd 6bi AO
KOJ€HO B Bojde, JHWDbL 6bl H36aBHTbcA. Y1 HAKHAbIBAA LWH-
HeJqb, CeHHasi ABepb pacnaxHy/jacb Nepeao MHOI; B Hee,
BMecTe C LIyMOM BCero, YTo JIHJI0 Ha ABope, B6exa/no MHe
HaBcTpeuy, 4yTb He CBaJHB MeHs, UyTb He ynaB Ha HAOpOT,
4YTO-TO 3aKyTaHHOe, 3a6pbi3raHHoe, xoxoua BO BCe TOPJO.

— TereHnbka, 310 a! npuiotHTe!

— Maiuenbka! — BOCKJAHKHYAH o6Ge aeBbl.

— 1, s, TereHbKa!-— oTBeyasa oHa, OCBOOOXKAASCH
oT 60JbLIOro NnJjaTtka, 6ypHyca 4 6pocasi Bce MHe Ha PYKH.—
Ax, sto Bbl, Cepreit HHKonaeBHu! H3BHHHTe, H He B3Buaena!

— Ha orkyaa Tb?

— B roctu exasna. Kak 3To noauwao — s1 K BaM... bor
C HHMH; K CTapyxam exaJja, Tak H ObiTb. ¥ Bac Jyuiue.

— Ax Tbl npoka3Huua! a Mbl pa3Be He CTapyXH? — CKa-
3ana Jlio6oBb AneKkcaHApPOBHA.

— 3JTO OHa BOT MOJOAOrO ueJoBeKa yBHAeNa,— 3aMe-
THaa AnekcaHapa AJIeKCAHAPOBHA.

— Jla M0a1040#H-TO UesoBeK GEXHT.

— Kro 6exut? — cnpocuna Mapba BacuabeBHa.—

Bui?

Ona obpartnaacb Ko MHe.

— i .

— Bor B3aop kako#. Ocrasaiitecb. Cuaure. §1 Bac ndo-
Be3y.

— Tak no3BoJbTe MHe Jyuylle BOCMO/b30BATbCA BaLUIKUM
3KHNaxeM, NOoKyJla Bbl OcTaeTecb 34eCb,— CKasaJa .

— HeueM nosb3oBaTbes: s NpoaeTKY AOMOH OTIpABH-
aa, Bepx HaneTtb. CHAHTE, NOKYAa i CHXY.

[1puiunoch BO3BpaTHTbCA B rocTHHylo. Moe Bo3Bpallle-
HHE W TNpHe3d 3TOH NeBHLbl HCOOBIKHOBEHHO 06panoBaJiH
xo3siek. J1i060Bb AJjeKkcaHApPOBHA I10-NPA31HHYHOMY He
B3f.1a pabotbl. Ha crone mexay ap6y3oM H CMOKBaMH SIBH-
Jacb Kojoaa KapT. AsekcaHapa AJICKCAHAPOBHA packaa-®
abiBana nacbsiHc. Oana JlyHeuka Ha JApyrom CcToJe TMpH-
BHHTHJIA CTAJbHYIO NMOAYLICYKY H MPHHEC]A WIHTbe.
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— OrtaoxHH,— 3ameruaa Jlio6oBb AjieKCaHAPOBHA, NMpo-
XOAS MHMO W MOrJaiAHB ee MO roJoBe.

Ho Mos yuenuua 6bl1a neyasbHa BCJIeACTBHE BbipaXeH-
HOTO MHOIO HeyAOBOJBLCTBHA. §1 6bl1 MOJUYANHB H Cepbe3eH.
Mapbsa BacuabeBHa, xoxoTaBlas 6e3 YMOJKY, pacXoXxoTa-
Jlacb H 3TOMY.

— Kako#t crpawHbii! — BckpHuana oHa.— Byner Bam
cepauTbea. JlaWTe KapTOUKH, TeTeHbKa; BOT S ero Aypa-
KOM AecfiTb pa3 0CTaBJ/i0, OH H MOBeceJeer.

Mbl craan urpatb. Ee pymMsiHoe JiHLO, TeMHble BOJIOCHI,
elle BJaXHble H pacnyCTHBLIHeCH, ee spKHe rJa3a ObliH
KpacHBbl NpH cBeyax. Xoxoua, OHa [OKasbiBaja MeJKHe,
Kak caxap Gesble 3y6bl. §I 3arsasiabiBaJjcsi Ha Hee H Oecrnpe-
CTaHHO MNpPOHTrpbIBaJg; MHe Obl1O MNDHATHO ee OXHBJEHHE,
H, 4TO6bl noaaepxkKaTb €ro, s Aypauyljcs, NMPOHTpbIBaJd Ha-
POUHO H NMPHTBOPSAJCSH, YTO MHE 3TO OuYeHb OGHAHO.

— Ha uyto Mbl gapoM urpaem! — BCKpHuUaJaa oOHa.—
Terenbka, naiite yenuuk! oH H3 Hero He Bbifiaer. Mau Her,
HyHsa, na#i Mo#t kanop!

B 0AMH MHI OHa cXBaTHJa ero M HaKHHYJa MHe Ha roJo-
By. Kanop 6bln1 TeMHbl, 6apxaTHblH, OYeHb JIETKHH M HexX-
HbId; OT Hero naxJo pe3epoi. Xsacrasficb CBOeH KpacHBOW
BelUlbl0 HJAH KOKeTHHYasi, Mapbsa BacuabeBHa aepHyaa ero
MHe Ha 706 M NpHXKajaa K LeKaM.

— 3aBsikHTe,— CKa3aJs §, NOKOPHO MNpPOTSIHYB NoA60-
POMOK.

OHa 3aBfidasia, X0Xo4ya, HO KpacHesi, M TLLATeJbHO pac-
npasHJa LWHPOKHA 6aHT. S NMPHHAN Cepbe3Hyid MHHY, OT
KOTOpOH MoKaTHaacb co cMexy AnekcaHapa AnekcaHApOBHa
H Ja)ke cTelMeHHas crapwas cectpHua. He 3abasadnach
To1bKO JlyHeuka; OHa naxe He Or/fiHyJacb, He nepecrasas
3BEeHeTb HaMepcTKOM O CBOIO CTajbHYl0 MOAylledKy. Ira
LeBYOHKa BO30yxJaana BO MHe HEOODBACHHMO HENPHATHOE
YYBCTBO, H HMEHHO B T€ MHHYTbl, KOrla si XOTeJ pa3BJjeyb-
csl, 3a0bITbcs, KOraa s pewasncss Aypaudntbes. OHa TOUHO
npoTecToBaja CBOEH HENOABHXHOH XOJOAHOCTbIO, TOUYHO
no3sossja ce6e CyaHTb MOH nocTynkd. Herepneausas,
BCMbIIbUHBAs 10Caja MOMOraa MHe OXHBHTbcA... «bBopb-
6a Be3ne, co BceMm, aaxe ¢ 310 [lyHeuko#!» — noaymadn
A, H MHe CTaJo cMelHo. MHe cTano aaxe He cKyuHo. bopsb-
6a Tak Gopb6a!l DTO MeHS NOACTPEKHYJO. S NpPHIOMHHA
IWKOJbHHYAHbSA THMHA3HCTOB Ha BEYEPHHKAX, KyAa MeHd
HeKoraa BoAH/ Mo#H 6aTiollKa; 3TO BCe MOXXHO Obl10 NYCKaTb
B Xo4 C He3areHsuBoi Mapbelt BacuabeBHoit. [IpourpbiBas
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HApOYHO KaXIyl HIpy, si NPHTBOPAJICH CEPAHTbIM, Orop-
ueHHbIM, 6paJs, Ha cuacTbe, pyKy Jlio6oBH AjekcaHipoB-
Hbl, KOTOpas B3fJa MeHsl NOA CBOE€ [MOKPOBHTEJNbCTBO H
YAHBJAAJAACb MOEMY HeyMeHbio, LIeNTaJ] H BOPOXHJA Hal
KaptaMH, 6paHHa HX, 6pocaj MNOA CTOJ, CMOPHJ, LyMel,
6panna Mapbio BacuabeBHy, ueMy OHa xoxoTaJa, H yJbiban-
ca ell U3-moa kanopa, yero oHa 6yaTo He 3amevana. Hako-
Hel f moiMas ee 3a DYKH, KpHYa, UTO OHa MOLUEHHHYaeT,
H BCJe] 33 TeM TaK HEO0XXHAAaHHO OCTAaBHJ ee B Aypax, uTo
OHa axHyJa.

— Hapoabre Bam! — BckpHuyaa s, c6pacbiBas Kanop.

OHa Kak-To BApYr NMpecMeLIHO CKOH(Y3HJaCh.

— Uro, MauieHbka, He BeK NHPOBaTb? — OTO3BaJach
ee 3allMTHHUA, AJjekcauapa AseKcaHAPOBHA, MIHOBEHHO
nepexoAs Ha CTOPOHY no6eanTens.

— Uro x kanop? Hanepaiite, Mapbs BacuabeBHa!

— Bot nomMo#t noeny — Haneny.

— Kak? 3a yTo X s napoM Hrpan? MHe HYXXHO BO3Ha-
rpa<ieHue.

— KoHeyHo, KOHeyHO,— MOAXBATHJH CTapbie A€BbI.

— Kakoe e BaM Bo3HarpanaeHue?

— T[lpunaymaiire.

— Camu npuayMmaiiTe, BbIAYMbIBaTb AOJTO.

— Ha3Bosabre, 3a MHOH Aesno He CTaHeT, 1 ceHyac npH-
aymaio!

— Her, yx no3aHo,— Bo3pa3usa oOHa,— BOT H Npo-
JleTKa npHexaJa.

— H TouHo, no3aHo, neBATb yacoB,— pewnaa J1io60Bb
AnekcanapoBHa.

[Tpoctuaunce. I nocaana B ApOXKH CBOIO AaMy H ceJ
noaJje Hee. Jloxab nepecrat; 6bl10 OCOGEHHO TeNJO H TH-
XO; H3-3a HEMHOTHX MNOCJeAHHX 006JaKOB CBETHJ MOJHbIH
MecsiLL.

— Bawm He ceiiyac Hy)XHO 1OMOH? — CnpocHJa MOSl NpH-
THXHYBLIAA COYTHHUA, KOrAa Mbl OTbEXaJH HECKOJbKO
1Iaros.

— MHe Bce pasHo.

— A MHe xouercs npokaTHTbeA... [loedxal upe3 Bad,
TaM H e31a Jyudlle,— CKa3aJa OHa Kyyepy H obpaTHaach
ONnATb KO MHe: — J]i06J10 A Takyio noroay.

— $1 oyeHb paBHOAYLIEH K KpAacoTaM TakKoH NpHPOAb,—
OTB€YaJ f, MOANPbLITHYB Ha TOJUKe.

— Kakyio xe Bbl npupoay Jaio6uTe?

— Ty, Kotopas noayduie Hauwed.
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— Tae x 310?

— Hy, WBefuapus, Urtaaus.

— Jla Beab Bbl Tam He ObliH?

— [lo kpaiineit mepe 3Hal.

— 3, xypaBJaH B Hebe! Jlyyule CHHHILY B pYKH,— BO3pa-
3418 OHA H 3acMesacbh,— TO 4yXoe, a BOT 3TO — Moe,
A 3Halo. .

51 He oTBeuasn. OHa nomoJuaja H ONSATb CHNPOCHJA:

— Koropbi#t BaM roa?

— B siHBape 6yner ceMHaauaThb.

Ee Bonpoc 6bl1 pOKOBO#: OH HAaNOMHHJ MHe BCIO MYCTO-
Ty MoeH XH3HHM... M 3Ta ruynas noroBopka o XypasJasx...

— Uro X §1 BaM npourpana? — CNpocH/]1a OHa OMNATh,
XKeJgas, 4To JIH, 3aHMUMaTb MeHs.

MHe cTano cmeurHo; MeHs B3sJ0 pasaymbe.. Moxer
6biTb, 3TO — CHHHLA?..

— CabllidTe? YTO s1 BaM Npourpana? st He xouy OGbiTb B
HOJATY.

— Tlouenyi#,— oTBeuas s1 KOPOTKO.

— Bot B3nop kakoii!

Ona, KasaJaocb, obuaenacb. 1 cnpocua cepbe3Ho:

— T[louemy B3a0p?

— Bbl He MasneHbkHI pe6GeHOoK.

— §1 6bl TOraa ¥ NpPOCHTb He CTaJj: A1 caM TepneTb He
MOry LeJ0oBaTb pebsAT.

— Ox, KakoH Bbl YMODHTe/JbHbIH! — BCKpHUYana OHa
H 3acMmesaach.

S nouesnoBas ee B 3Ty MHHYTY He OJHH, a AECATOK pas;
OHAa He OTBeTHJAa HH oaHuM. Kyuep 6bl1 33aHAT KOJeEsMH,
Ha KOTODbIX UYTb He OMPOKHHYJHCb APOXKKH.

— Ilepectanbre; Bb C ymMa cowJad,— cka3ana Mapbs
Bacuabesna.— Crtynait noMoOH,— npu6aBHIa OHa  Kyue-
pPY,— a NOTOM BOT €lle Hal0 HX OTBE3TH.

OHa He cKa3asa GoJsblue HH CJAOBA; BIPOYEM, Mbl CKOPO
poexand. §1 Bbicaaua ee y ee MOABE3AA, BBEJ Ha KPblIbLO,
MO3BOHHUJ, N0XAAJCH, KOTAa el OTBOPHJH, H TOrAa YX Npo-
cTHacs ¥ noexad. OHa HAM He NMOHHMAJa MoOel YUTHBOCTH,
HJIH KAajaa, 4TO §l, HempouleHbld, BOPBYCb K Heil, MOTOMY
4yTO BCe MOBTOpAJIA:

— Yro Bbl 6eCMOKOHTECH?..

JT0 MaJleHbKOe MpHKJIloYeHHe MeHsl 0xKMBHa0. Pasobpas,
A Hawea, uyto 3a6asasaTbcs ¢ Mapbeit BacuabeBHoM —
no3BoJiHTeNbHO. KOMH3M 3TOro yA0BONBLCTBHA TaK OYEBH-
[leH, iTO MHe He TPO3HT HH cepbe3Hoe yBJeueHHe, HH CTpa-
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NaHHe. Y10BOJBLCTBHE 3TO, KOHEYHO, He H3sillHO, HO Mapbsa
BacuabeBHa Bce-Taku HeaypHa cOo6OH, M HHYero He mpen-
craBasercst Jayuwe. OHa He MO3THYHA, HO § AABHO 3HaJ,
YTO MO3THUYECKHE >KEeHIUHHBbl CYLLeCTBYIOT TOJbKO B MO3IMax
H KHICEKaX H YTO HallKH cOGCTBEHHble YWYBCTBAa BCe BooOblle
ABJSAIOTCA BO3BbIWIEHHB TOJbKO TOrjla, KOria Mbl CaMH MO-
TPYAHMCA YKpPacHTb HX BoobOpakeHHeM. ¥Ycrynasi Heob6xo-
JAHMOCTH, YTOObl 6bITb MOHATHBIM H AOCTYIHbIM MOEH repoH-
He, Sl PELIHJICA HeCKOJbKO M3MEeHHTb cBoe ofpallleHHe, CBOH
CKJaj; MPHXOAHNOCH HHCXQAHTb 10 MaJIeHbKHX MOILLJIOCTEH,
H3BECTHbIX MHEe MO TeOpHH, No npuMepam apyrux. Tak, aas
Hayaja, B MepBbifi CJAYYHBLIHACA MPAa3fAHHK A OTNPABHJCA
K obenHe B cob6op, 3Has, utro Mapba BacunbeBHa Bceraa
TaM ObiBaer. OHa yBHAesa MeHSl H 4acTo OrJsAblBaJach.
91 nenan BuA, uTO He 3aMeuaio, H MOKJOHHJCH el TOJbKO
TOraa, Koria OHa MNpPOXOAHJAA MHMO MEHS MO0 OKOHYaHHH
c1y6bp. OHa npeasoXusaa «noaBe3TH» MeHs AOMOH; A
oTKasaJcs.

Ha npyroit nenbp oHa sBuaacb K CMyTOBbIM H npHuIa
NoJd KOHell KJacca B KOMHATy, TAe s 3aHMMaJICA C YYeHH-
ued; npeasor Obli, Kak oHa rpoMko o6bsiBHJaa, BXOASl,—~
«IOCMOTPEeTb, UTO Yy HHX JeJaercsi».

— Bor uro. He xoTHTe 2K 3aHATbCA? — cKa3aa s, mo-
1aB el rpaMMaTHKY H NMPOAOaXKAA AHKTOBATb.

OHa THXO B3fJa KHHMTY, 3arjsiHy/a B Hee, ceja, MoJua-
Ja H caylaga.

— Kako# Bbl TepneauBblH,— CKa3aJsa OHa, KOrAa sl KOH-

YHJ,— 4TO Obl BAM MEHSl YUYHTb?
- §1 He orBeuan. Koraa [lyHeuka Bbilwa, y6Hpas CBOH
KHHUTH, Mapbs BacuibeBHa He moaHssnachb ¢ MecTa H Cnpo-
CHJla MEHS, MOHHXKAafA roJoc, 3aueM s Byepa He nojoues
K HeHd B LEpPKBH.

— 3aueM Bbl TaM OblJH? — CNPOCHA i OYEeHb CEPbE3HO.

— Ax, rocnoan, 3auem Bce O6biBaioT! Bory MoJHTbCA.

— §1 3TO 3Ha1 H He cMes BaM MellaTh.

— Bbl 661 H He nomewanu.

— baaroaapio,— ckasan d, cJaerka MNOKJOHHBLWHCH.—
3HauHuT, i TaK HHUTOXKEH B BALUIHX raa3ax, yTo Bbl He o6pa-
THAH 6Gbl Ha MeHs BHHMaHHA. Ctano 6biTb, A YMHO Aora-
JaJjcs U He HaBA3bIBAJCH.

OHa BCNbIXHYJa, CMyTHJAacb W BAPYr BCKpHYaJsa, Kpac-
Hes ele ryuue:

— Hy uyrto BBl 3TO rosopute! [la s cama 3Bana Bac
exaTtb ¢ co6oio!
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— H3BHHHTE,— OTBeuas s, NoOXaB MNJeyaMH,— s 3a-
TPYAHSIIOCb BaM OOGDBACHHTb.. TaMm O6blJO CTONbLKO BalliHX
3HaKOMbIX... UTo cka3zaau 6bl, ecan 6Gbl i cenl ¢ BaMH H
noexasna?

— Hwuyero 6b1 HHKTO He ckasaJa.

— Euwe ayyuie! — Bo3pa3ua s, 3axoxoTaB.— Bhixo-
OHT, YTO $1 — OKOHYaTeJbHAasi HHYTOXHOCTb, KOraa MeHs
‘MOXHO NMOAXBATHTb Ha YJHlle, MUaTb Kyla YyrOQHO, He KOM-
NpPOMeTHPYSCH!

$I npoponxana cmeATbecs, rAsAS ed B JIHLO; OHA KpacHe-
Ja Ao caes.

— Bbi, noxaayiicra, Tak He cMefTech.

— Bawm He HpaBuTCSH?

— Kako#t Bnl 3J0#!

4 noxasa naeyamm.

— Her, paan 6ora, Bbl MeHS NpPOCTHTe... s He 3Haja..
Benb Bbl elile THMHAa3HCT...

— Ho He pe6eHok... Bbl 370 camMu HeaaBHO cKa3a.jH,—
BLIFOBOPHJ 5, HAMHpas Ha CJOBa H NPOROJMKASA I/5,1eTb €H
B JIHLO.

OHa B3rasiHy/1a Ha MeHsl, Kak 6yATO HcnyravHas. 9 yabi6-
HYJCA H noaan cH pyKy.

9l cran yauie xoguTh K CMYTOBBIM; KJacCbl CAe1a HCb
He CcKyuHbl. Mapba BacuibeBHa sBJasijach MOYTH BCAKHA
pa3. OHa 3aBena cebe TOXKe KAaKOe-TO rpoMajHoe Bfi3aHbe
H npHe3xkana yuutbes y Jlio6oBu Asnekcanaposubl. Ho
BCe-TaKH el MPHXOAMJIOCH MOXKHARAATbCA B TOCTHHON OKOH-
YaHHSA KJacca, a s He BCeraa 0CTaBaJjCs Q0Jro CHAETb H He
BCceraa NMPHHHMAJ ee NpeaJoXeHHe — eXxaTb AOMOH C Helw.
9l oTka3biBancs MO MHOrHM NPHYHHAM: 3TO <«OROJIKEHHE
3KHMAXeM» HECKOJbKO POHAJNO0 MO€ ROCTOHHCTBO; 3TO Ha-
CKYUHJIO MHEe Kak MOBTOpeHHe; 3TO ObL10 He H3ALIHO H Tak
nanee. K ToMy e s He )Kenasa AenaTbCs CJAHIUKOM J0-
CTYMHbIM: TOria 3abaBa noTepsana Obl AAs MeHsA Moc.el-
HIOIO 3aHMMaTeJbHOCTb. MHe XOoTeJoch eulle MOCMOTPETb,
Kak Hadpercd Mapbs BacuabeBHa, ecaH el BCTpeTATCH
3aTpydHeHHs1 BHIAeTb MeHs aoaro H yacto. OHa Hauwaace,
H Aaxe oyeHb noBKo. OHa ckasana crapyxam, 4To, rasias
Ha JlyHeuKy, Kak Ta YYHTCH, KaK MpHJeXHa,— OHa cama
eule 6oJsbliie rOPIOeT O CBOEM HeBeXXecTBe, YTO €H XOTel10Cb
66l XOTb MOJyullle BbIYYHTbCS MO-(PPAHLY3CKH, a ANA TOro
oHa Oyper cJaywaTtb, Kak 3aHumaetrcs J[lyHeuka. M ona
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fIBUJAcb B KJacc C CBOHM BsizaHbeM. Ha nene Bblgo, Ko-
HEYHO, YTO OHA HHYero He BfA3aJa, H Mbl 00JATalH C He#,
nokyaa Jlyseuka nepeBoauna «Le génie du christianis-
me» !, KOTOpOro s mocTapaJcsi AOCTaTb AJsi Hee B TMMHa-
3uueckolt GHO.aHOTeke. He 3Hal0, UTO Takoe BLIXOAHJO H3
ee rnepeBoAa; AOJKHO ObiTb, OHAa YycneBaJad, MOTOMY UTO
Jllo60oBb AJNeKcaHApPOBHA OJHAXKAbl, YMHJIHBLIHCb, CKa3a-
Ja MHe, uto JlyHeuka mokasbiBaja cBoH TeTpaad Eropy
EropoBHuy, H oH 6bl1 10BOJEH.

— KoHeyHo, pefeHok cnocobHbIH, HO H Teb6A-TO HaM
cam 6or nocjaj,— 3aKJO4YHJA OHAa YX CO CJe3aMH,—
TPYRAHUWBLCSH Thl...

51 6bl1 ToXKe OYeHb AOBOJIEH TAaKMM Ppe3yJbTaTOM MOHX
TPyAoB M 605JCA TOJNbKO, YTOObl CJAHWKOM ObicTpble H OJie-
cTsAllHe ycnexH JlyHeukH He BHYLIHAH €€ [OKPOBHTe/b-
HHUAM MbICJIH, YTO YUHTbcs AocTaTouHo. OTragana au Mapes
BacHabeBHa MOH OMaceHHsi, HO OHa IHPHHANACL TBEPAHTH
CTapyxaM, 4YTO AeBOYKe HMEHHO MOTOMY, HTO OHa cnocob-
Ha, H HYXHO KaK MOXHO O6oJblie, CHJIbHEE€ 3aHHMAThCS.
Erop EropoBuu, ycabltza 3710, noxBaaua Mapbio Bacuab-
eBHY 33 TaKHe MHEHHS, MOAAEpPKan HX, a NocJjae 3TOr0 MOX-
HO GbLIO YK HH O YyeM He 6ecnoKouTbes. 3a MHOH 6bl10 ynpo-
YeHO MeCTO M caaBa npenojaBatens. Mapbs BacuabeBHa
HECKOJIbKO KJ1acCOB He SIBJAAJACH, TaK YTO s HATOJKOBAJCH
¢ JlyHeukoH ONATb HAQOJro H BblKd3d.] €H CTOJbKO Heyao-
BOIbCTBHSA, 4TO OTHAJ BCAKYIO BO3MOXHOCTb BO3MEYTaTb,
OyATO CBOHMH ycrnexaMH oHa o6si3aHa CBOHM C¢OOCTBEHHbLIM
tanaHtam. OHa, noxany#, Morna 6bl KaK-HHOYAb BbIPa3HTb
3TO CBOHM MNOKpOBHTeAbHHUaM HWaH Eropy Eroposuuy; a ce-
65 ob6ecneyns Ha BcsiKMil cayuyail. Ho 3Tta neBuonka 6biia
Nperayno JIHUIeHa BCAKOrO CaMoJlOOHA, BCAKOH »KEHCTBEH-
HOH XHTPOCTH; A y6eaHacs, 4To MOr ObiTb HeCNnpaBeiH-
BbiIM K HeH, CKOJbKO MHe YroaHo, Jdiub Obl 3agaBan eH
YPOK, JiHWb Obl, BbiroBapHBas, OObACHAA TO, 4YTO ee 3a-
TpyaHsao. Hacto MeHs NpOCTO CepAHJIO ee COBepLIEHHOe,
BIIOJIHE HCKpeHHee HeBHHMaHHe K npucyreTBHio Mapbu Ba-
CHJbeBHbl, K TOMY, YTO Mbl FOBOPHJH: B MOHX Iia3ax pocJjo
AepeBo, a He XeHlLHHal..

3uma npoxoausna oaHoobpa3Ho, Kak Boobule Bce Moe
BpeMs. Mapba BacuabeBHa He BbiaepxkaJsa Xxapakrtepa H
nospana meHs k cebe. IlpaBna, Ha nepsbiit pa3 310 6biIO
cAeJaHO O(pHUHANbHO, LEePEeMOHHO; OHa MpHr.jaliana H Te-

" «Jlyx xpHcTHaHCTBa» (ppany.).
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TOK K ce6e MHTb Yyal Mo CJAyyalo Kakoro-To TOpKecTBa; 3Ba-
JH Aaxe H Moero 6aTiOIKYy,— OH AOrajaljcs OTKa3aTbCAl.

— H3BHHH MeHS nepex Hewo,— cKasaJd OH MHe,— fe-
Jla MHOrO, HeKOrla, TaK H CKaXH, uto6 OHa He MoayMaJa,
6yATO 1 He XOTes MPHHTH.

S nyman, uto Goable 06 3TOM He GyneT peud, H OYeHb
YOHBHJCSI, KOT14 OH 3arOBODHJI, B CYMepPKH, BO BpeMsi CBOeH
NPOryJaKH H3 yraa B yroa:

— Omna npo6pas, HCKpeHHsiA, Heraynas aeBywka. [lycra,
K Hecuactuio. [lpasgHoctb ry6ut. O6pajnoBajach, YTO Ha
BOJIE, COCTOsIHHe ecTb... [IoHATHO, uTO o06panoBanachb, HO
UYTO XK — BCe OAHH Hapsiabl Aa cMex. )KaJb ee; H3 Takoil
LeBYIUKH, NpH ee cepaue, 6bla 6bl NPOK, Aa rofoBa-To y Hel
npasaHas. CeroaHs B340p, 3aBTpa B3A0Op, a IJAAHIID —
H XH3Hb npoulaa...

Y106 He pacxoxoTaTbCs 3ITOMY HaArpo6HOMY CJOBY,
1 MOCMelUH/N OTNPaBHTbCA K XXHBOH H KHByued Mapbe
BacunbesHe. Pagu Toro, 4to B 3TOT LeHb €l HCIOJHHJIOCH
ABajilaTb TPH rojga, oHa Obla BCS B pO30BOM, Ha3biBaja
ce6st CTapyXxoH H 3aKaTHJacb CaMbiM DPALOCTHBIM CMEXOM,
KOrla si THXO H Cepbe3HO CKa3aJal el, 4To6 OHa He cMena IpH
MHe NMOBTOPATb 3THX IJyNOCTEH.

— Kak raynocte#i? a B caMoM jaeJje, coCTapeiocb? MOp-
LIHHbl MORAYT?

— Le coeur n’a pas de rides !, — oTBeuan .

Y Hee B n0Me 6blL10 HeLypHO, YIOTHO, ONPSITHO, 1dXe€ CO
BKycoM. CXOIHJHCb TFOCTH, BCe MHe He3HAaKOMble; OHA MpH-
HHMaJaa pasBs3Ho, webeTana, noryeBasa BpOLE CBOHX
TETOK M KOH(QY3H/1acCb, B3risabiBast Ha MeHs. §1 6blL1 cepbe-
3eH H npobbln He GoJsiee yaca.

C 3T0or0 BpeMeHH f1 cTas GbiBaThb y Hee, HO pelKo, uToGhl
He 1aTb eH NDPHBbIKHYTb K MOHM IOCELLEeHHSIM, a OTYacTH
H OTTOrO, YTO 3TH MOCELIEHHS He BCErAa H MeHs 3aHHMa-
JH. I HHX HYXHO Obl10 0coOeHHOe HacTpoeHHe — Ha-
cTpoeHHe 3abaBasTbes. Boo6lule s gepxancsa ¢ Helo He-
poBHO: Obln TO yepe3 Mepy BeceJ, H HMEHHO TOrjaa, Koraa
OHa Oblla HeBecesa, TO yNOPHO MOJYaJ, He OT3bIBAsACb Ha
IIYTKH, TO HEOXHAAHHO CMyllaJ ee KaKOH-HMOyab noxsa-
JIOH, TO aApa3HHa HacMmelwkamH. Korna s 6biBan He B ayxe
H XMYpHJCSi, OHa pobena, KpacHeja, MPOCHJA H3BHHEHHSA
H THXOHbKO MO AECSTKY pa3 yMoJs/a CKa3aTb, YTO CO MHOIO,
roroBas 3anjakatb. UTo6 yroaWTb MHe, OHa CcTajaa YHTaTb

' Ha cepaue Her MopulHH (Ppany.).

242



pa3po3HeHHble pPYCCKHe KYypHaJbl — ecJH He ouméanoa;r
«[TaHTeoH», u gocrana cebe «lLes meémoires du diables

u «Arthur» 2 no-¢panuyscku. Sl noctaBass el yroBOAbCT-
BHe, UHTaJ BCJAYX; JIHTEDATYPHbIX CYXX[eHHH He O6bIO, HO
HepeiKO peub 3axoaMaa o o6BH. bbiBan B ayxe, A mo-
3BoJsifANl cefe WaJHTb, FOBOPHJ [0Jr0, MaTeTHYeCKH, MpH-
BOAHJ MOIO CJAYLIAaTeJbHHUY B BOCTOPr H BApPYr o6phiBaJ
BCE KAKOH-HHGY1b MPO3aHYeCKOi LWIYTKOH, KOTOPYIO Cayiia-
TeJbHHUA He 3Ha/la, KaK MOHATb, naaasa ¢ He6Ga, MOUTH
HcnyranHaa. Pa3 oHa 3agaHTasupoBajach cama, CTpoHaa
pasHbie BO3AYLIHble 3aMKH, H [a)e¢ AOBOJbHO rpalHO3HO;
A cayuian MoJuya, BAPYr BCTal H, He mpocTach, yiuea. Ha
Apyrol NeHb, He BbiTepneB, OHa fBH.J1acb K CMYTOBBIM, HO
He nocmesa BOHTH B kJjaacc. [Tocse kiacca st ycejcsi Ha IH-
BAHYHK B YIJy FOCTHHOH H CKa3aJ rpoMKoO:

— Ilpucsaabre cloga, Mapba BacuabeBHa, CcKa)HTe
CKa30uKy; i Buepa MOJL Hee CJABHO B3ApeMHYJ.

CrapyxH cnpocu/H, uTO 3a CKa3ka. Y MeHs xopoiuas
nMaMsiTb,— A Nepeckasasj Bce, HO B CAMOM KOMHUYECKOM BH-
ne. AnekcaHapa AJsekcaHapoBHa xoxoraJa, JlyHeuka Ta-
paiuuna raasa, a JIio60Bb AJieKCaHApOBHa cKa3aja THXO
H ¢ npeHe6pexeHHeM:

— M, marywka, 6pen kakoil! Kak B rosoBy nNpHXOAHT
FTOBOPHTb 3TO MOJIOAOMY MaJbUHKY...

Mapbe BacunbeBHe aesnand BbroBop 3a MeHsa! 3To0
6bl10 TaK npesecTHo, 4To s xoxortaJj. OHa paccepaHaacs,
KOHe4YHO HeHajoaro. Boo6uie A oryuan ee cepautbesa. MHe
6b1710 JIO6GOMBITHO, KAK A NMOAYHHAJ ee MoeH BoJe. Haa co-
6010 A1 He naBaJj el HHKaKHX npaB. KoHeuHo, Bce BepTesoChb
Ha 6e3aenHuax, HO €H HHKOrla He ya1aBaJjoCb YrOBOPHTb
MEHSl OCTaTbCHl [aXe HeCKOJbKO JHLIHHX MHHYT, eclH £
6bl1 HaMepeH YHTH; e€H HPaBHJHCb MOH BbIOLLHECA BOJIO-
cbl,— f1 ocTpurca. IlpHe3xans OLHH MOCKOBCKHH apTHCT;
A KaK-TO CKa3aJj, YTO XOuy ero BHAeTb; OHa B3sJa JOXY
H YMOJf/a exaTb C Helo,— sl OTKa3aJiCca; OHa B3sJa B ApY-
rofi pa3,— a 6bl1 B TeaTpe H He 3awes Kk Hed. OHa Bbicmpa-
WIHBaJa MeHsl O Hapslax, crapaJacb OA€BaTbCA MO MoeMy
BKYyCy,— fl fle1aJl BHI, 4TO He 3aMeualo. Hakoxel, c6upasch
OAHaXabl Ha 6aa B cobpaHHe, OHa YNpoCHaa MeHs NMPHHTH
B3rMAAHYTb Ha ee TyaJjeT. $1 npuiuesn; oHa BepTesach nepen
3epkanom. §1 Tak pasob6pa.g Bce, OT npHueckH a0 6ailumaka,

! «3anucku abssonar (¢pary.).
* «Aptyp» (¢ppany.).
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4YTO el OCcTaBaJoCh TOJMbLKO pa3aeTbc H octatbesi. OHa 3TO-
ro, KOHeuHo, He cjesaJja H noexaJa.

— C 6orom! — ckasaJn f, NpoBOXKas ee Ha KpPblIbLO.—
M 7 rayn: Tpatua cioBa HanpacHO: Kakas GapbillHA, panH
YyBCTBa H3SAIUHOIO, OTKa)XeTcAd OT KAaApPHJIH C TapHH30H-
HbiM O¢Huepom!

Y Hee 6bl10 HeoGbIKHOBEHHO He3so6HBoe cepiaue. OHa
NpEeHaHBHO, C BeJHKHM packasHHeM paccka3aja MHe Ha
LpYro# AeHb, YTO ¢ Hel HHKTO He TaHLeBaJ, BEPOATHO Mo-
TOMY, UTO OHa 6bl1a AypHO OjheTa.

— A rapHu30HHbBIM A caMma oTKasbiBaja.. C Tex nop
KaK Bbl MPO HHX CKa3aJjH, He MOI'Y HX BHIeTb!

Ona Bawo6asinach B MeHs,, i 3TO BH/eJ, H 3TO MeHS
3aHuMano. Koraa s orasabiBaloch Tenepb,— BCe 3TO 6bliI0
rJYNO, HEH3SALWHO, HO 3TO — MepBOe HCMbiTaHHe MOHX MOJO-
ILBIX CHJ, MOJ10J0H ropuaocTH. 1 Mor 6bl yBJeubCs, KaK MHO-
THe IOHOLIH MOHX JIeT, BAIOGHTBCH €aM, MOAAATbCA BJAHSAHHIO
NPOBHHLUHAJbHOH 1eBbl H KOHYHTb TeM, YTO 3Ta Xe [eBa,
3aHABIIHCH MHOIO 3@ HeHMeHHeM B3DOCJOro MOKJIOHHKKA,
ocMesisia 6bl MeHSl MOTOM,— B YrOAYy TAKOBOMY MOKJOHHHKY
HJIH B OuHlleHHe COOGCTBEHHOH COBECTH, YTO «3aHHMaJachb
MaJbyHIIKOH»... JKeHILHHbl, KOTAa OCTaBJAfAIOT HIPYLIKY, TO
JoMaloT ee. DTO AeNaloT AdXe TaKHe, KOTOPbIM, Ka3aJsochb
6bl, H He K JIHLY H HC MO YHHY POCKOLIb CaMOJIOOHS H Mlue-
HHA. §1 NoHAN 3TO ¢ Moero nepBoro lwara, a NOTOMY H He
OTBOPAyHBAIOCh OT MOEro MepBOro MPHKJYEHHS, He BO3-
MYLIAIOCb €ro HeH3fIMHOCTbIo. f mo3Boasan cebst JIO6HTDb
H He no3BoJasJ BAaAeTbh co6010.

B aeHb Moero, poxaeHHs, B siHBape, uTo6bl NMoKa3aTb
MoeMy 6aTiolIKe, YTO 1 HHCKOJIbKO He XeJlalo Npa3fHOBaTh,
A ylwea yTpom B Kaacc, obepan y Bernuna, ot Hero — nps-
Mo Ha ypok K CmyrosbiM. [IpHexana Mapba BacuabeBHa,
NpHIUJA B KJAAcC H, Koraa Bblwsa JlyHeuka, NpHHAJACh MO34-
paB/fiTb MeHsl KaK-TO IJyno, NOTHXOHbKY H BpyuyHJa Moaa-
pOK — LIeNKOBbIH KoleneKk co6cTBeHHOH paboThl.

— Xotena sl MOJOXHTb B Hero HJiH HOBEHbKHH MATAYOK,
HJIH HOBEeHbKHH 30JI0TOH Ha cYacTbe,— rOBOpPHJA OHA,--
Ja He cMeJa...

— H npekpacHo caenann, 4uTo He CMeJH,— OTBedas 4,
CMesiCb, IPHHHUMAas NOAapPOK, 6YATO WYTKY, H PACIIAaPKHBASACH.

$1 nowesn nokasaTb ero crapyxam, LWYTHJ, LWKOJbHH-
yaJ/a, paccMeliHJ HX, pacwanuiacs ¢ JlyHeuko#, nocapau.
€e MOYTH HACHNbHO HrpaTbh B AYPAKH H B TY Xe MHHYTY
npoHrpan el Koluesek.
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Mapbsa BacunbepHa o6uaenach, BepHee OropYHJACh,
M ABa AHA He 6biaa y Cmyrtoebix. ¥ He wen k Heil, OHa
ONATb He BbiAepxaJja, npHexana B KJacC H 3aroBopHJa
nepsas. $I 6bl1 MoauanuB; Beuep He KJjeuacs. Ona npeaJo-
XHJA OTBE3TH MeHs AOMOii; fl COrJlacHACS, NOTOMY UTO 1€
pe3KHH MeJNKHH CcHer, HO NPOAOJXKAJA MOJ4aTb H AOPOrOH.
Ona ewe pa3 He Bbidepxana:

— 3aueM Bbi He XOTeJH B3fITb KollesabKa?

— 5 B3aa.

— M oraanu [dyHeuke.

— He oraan, a nponrpan.

— [Iloaapok-to!

— §1 He a106a10 MOAADPKOB.

— Ho Beab 370 6bl1 He mMoaapoK,— ckKasana oHa, no-
MOJ14aB H HaAYMaBWHCh...

— A yro xe?

— $§ Bam npowurpana, toraa... [TomHHTEe? Ha mnepBbiH
pas...

— Bbl Toraa xe pacnaatuanch. 1 Aymaio, Bbl ITO TO-
Xe MOMHHTe.

OHa npuTtHxaa. $ Buaen, Kak oHa XaJjacb B cBoeH wyG6Ke.

— CanaBHo Ha pBope,— BApPYr cka3zan s.— Xopouwo
NPOKaTHTbCA.

— XoJ/104HO,— NPOrOBOPHAA OHA.

— Kak xoTuTe,— oTBeyas s H OTBEpPHYJCH.

OHa npuka3sana exaTb K 3actaBe. KoHeu 6bi1 AJHHHBIH;
A caM 6osncA NMPOCTYAHTbCH OT HeJemoi WYTKH, HO Bbiaep-
XHBaJ XapakTep, He MojaBaJ MpH3HaKa, uYTo 3A6HY, He
rOBOpHJI HH CJOBa, He CMOTpeJ Mo cropoHaM. Bbiora crana
CHJIbHee.

— Bbl HaMepeHbl MOpO3HTb A0 MOJYHOYH Ballero Ky-
yepa? — CMNPOCHJ A paBHOAYUIHO.

— Beab Bbl XOTeaH... MPOCH/IH...— BLIFOBOPHJA OHA.

— $1 HHYero He xoTes H He NMPOCHIL.

Tyt cayunnca nepekpectok. 51 Beses OCTAHOBHTbCA H
cowes.

— Kyna xe Bh?

— [lpo#iaych newkoM A0 AOMY; COrpeloch XOTb ABHXe-
HHEM...

OHa uTO-TO 3aKpHua/ja MHe Bcael, HO Kydep, o6pano-
BaBILUHCb, YTO 6apbiHA HAKOHEL e1eT A0MOH, NorHa’a BO BCIO
NpbITh.

$1 npuwen nomoit 3anbixaBwuch. Koraa A nocrtywan
B Hally ABepb, OHAa yXe OTBOpsJaach, GYATO MHe LIAH Ha-
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BcTpeuy. OTBOpAS MHe caM MoOii oTell, H faxe cBeTHJa. H Obla
C TOJIOBbl 10 HOT B CHery.

— Tbl memwkom? — cnpocuJ OH.

— Jla,— oTBeyas s ¥ npolues NpsAMO B CBOKO KOMHaTy.
Tam Tonuaach, meub; 3TO HUKOrAa He Aesajoch No ABa pa-
3a B leHb. Bbl10 fecsaTb yacoB, a B rOCTHHOH wWymea camo-
Bap, Kak 6yATo 3ano3naju ¢ yaem. MeHs, OYUeBHIHO, XKjia-
Jau. Moil 6aTiolIKa, 0AHAKO, He BblKa3biBaJs O6GOJbLUIOrO He-
TEPNeHHs] H BO3HJICHA CO CTAKAHAMH.

— Hy, Cepreii, uau! — 3akpuuyaj OH HaKOHell.

$I B camoM nene nepe3n6 H MHJ C XKAXHOCTbIO, He TOBO-
pa HH caoBa. [lpordAruBas crakaH, yToObl €ro HaJHJIH, f
HEBOJIbHO MepeloXHY/1 H B3TJSHYJ Ha oTua. Y Hero B JHLe
CBeTHJAaCb Kakafi-TO yabibKa, rja3a Kak-TO CY3HJHCb H
6JiecTesiH; 0COGEHHO MeJbKHYJ MHe B 3Ty CEKYH/y ero BbICO-
KHH 1106 H KpacuBblie pyki. OH, BepHO, BCe 3TO BpeMs cMOTpe.
Ha MEeHsl NPHCTaJbHO, MOTOMY YTO No#iMan MOH B3rJasi.

— Yro, MosoneU,— CMpOCHI OH,— COrpeJsics?

— He coscem,— oTBeuan 5, BO3MYILLEHHbIH 3THM yxa-
XHBAaHHEM H ONATb MNOTYNAAACH B CTakKaH,— BOpoueM,
He G6ecrnokoiTechb elle aenatb yad: s 6oJblie MUTb He
6yny.

"— Te6e HagO XOPOLIEHLKO COTpeTbCs.

— $1 He corpelocb, a TOILKO He 3acHY.

UTo6 cKOpee MOKOHYHTb 3TY KOMELHIO, i BbIMHJI B He-
CKOJIbKO TJIOTKOB BTOPOH CTaKaH, BCTaj H B3RJ CBeuy.

— Tbl npunsxews?

— Her, 6yay 3anumarses.

S yuwien, He caywas, uto oH rosopu.. [lepexoa oT xoJ0-
la K Telay B CaMOM [eJie PacCTPOHJ MeHsl, HO pacCTPOHJ
NPHATHO; B YCTaJNOCTH 6blj1a CBOA Hera; no teay npoGeranaa
Jerkasi HepBHasi APOXb... camoe cyacTJHBOe (H3HUecKoe
COCTOSIHHE 1A Beuepa B H36paHHOM KpYXKe; YM B030YX-
JeH HeCKOJIbKO JHXOpaaoyHo, ¢GaHTa3Hs KHBee, C.J10Ba
KpacHopeudpee... Sl B3fiJ KHHMIH, NMOTOMY UTO CKasaj, 4To
XOYy 3aHHMAaTbCfl, HO BMECTO TFeOMETPHUYECKHX 3aaay MoOH
KapaHaall 4YepTHJa HMCH4, OTPbIBOUYHbIE CTPOKH CTHXOB,
naaMeHeM npoJeTaslliHe B Moed naMsATH. J cepbe3Ho cnpo-
CHJl cebsl, Korjla »e s HaYHY MEeUYTABLWHHACA MHe pOMaH H3
Moeit cob6cTBeHHOH XH3HH? He Morno 6biTb 6aaronpHsiTHee
HH BpeMCHH, HH HacTpoeHHs. §I moanoxua cebe TeTpaib
6yMarH M OCTaHOBH.ICH. MHe XOTeJoCb HA4aTb POCKOLU-
HOH cueHol 6aja. Hy»Ho 6bl10 ellle CHAbHEe Bbl3BAaTb CBET-
able 06pa3bl, NpHGAH3HTL HX K cebe, YACHHTb, pa3obparbes
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B Kpackax, BCJAYLIATbCA B 3BYKH, HaAblIIATbCA apoMaToM.
Bce 310 TOAIBKO elle CAHBAJOCH MEPENO MHOIO B OJHO 30J10-
Toe o6aako... I 6pocHaCcA Ha mocTeNb, 3aKHHYJ PYKH 3a
roJIOBYy H CTaJ MeuTaThb...

$1 onoMHu/CS, NOYYBCTBOBAB Ha CBOEM J6Y UbiO-TO PYKY.
3T1o 6bl1 MOH OTel.

— Tbl ycHya, Cepreii? Te6e HeanopoBHTCs!

51 Buaen nepea co6oi0 psabl 3aj, yOpPaHHbIX UBETAMH,
OTpaX<eHHe NIOCTP B NMNapKeT, TOHEHbKHe HOCKH OeJbix aTJjaac-
Hbix 6alwMaukoB... Hano MHOH rpeMenn akkopabl opkecTpa...
gl cxuman B cBoeil pyke Tpeneulyulyio, O6JHTYlO nepyart-
KOIO PyKy NpeNecTHOH >KEeHLIHHBbI...

— Ewe paHo, paHo,— wentaa s eii...

— JIBa yaca,— pa3nanocb Hajl MOHM YXOM,— BCTaHb,
s nomory tebe pasnerbes.

51 Bcran, wartafch, y MeHs npobexana MbIC/b: HeyxKe-
JH 3TO ropsiuka? Obl10 UYTO-TO HEH3BbACHHMO MPHATHOE B
3TOH MbICJH, HEH3BACHHMO Hexallee. OTell — 51 BHAeN €ro
B TyMaHe — BO3HJCA Hal MOCTeNbio; i MO3BOJHA YJOXKHTb
ce6s U MPOroBOPHJ, 3aKpbiBas raasa:

— YMeperTb... MHe ceMHaaUaTb JeT...

51 paHo mpocHy.acs; cCKBO3b CTaBHH enBa 6eneno.

[Teub Tonunach; mepea Hel Ha MOJYy CHAeaa ToJACTas
Mananbs ¥ ee ToACTbiH KOT. [lpoBa iwenkanau, B Tpy6e BbII
Betep. $ uyBcTBOBaA, WTo s 6oAp, CBeX, 340pOB. 3acCHYB
¢ Beuepa 6€3 Y)KHHA, sl CTPALUHO XOTeJ eCTh, H BCe, UTO A BH-
aesa Kpyrom, MeHs 6ecHJo... KTo, mocje BOCXHTHTENbHBIX
CHOB, He MpOChiNalCcA B TAKOM IAHAEMOHHH, TOT MEHA He
nonimert!

[nynas 6a6a, o6panoBaBUiHCh, YTO A He CIJIO, MOTOMY
YTO 3TO AaBaJ]O ed MpaBO CTy4yaTb H KPHU4ATb BO BCE ropJo,
06bsIBHIA MHe, YTO ManeHbKH A0Ma HeT, YTO OH TYT HOYb
CHAeN, a B pPaHHIO OGeAHIO XOAHJ, Na elle Tasm Oblio 3a-
nepTo, Tak Tenepb ONATb NOLIea, daBOCb MYCTAT.

— Kyaa 3r0?

— Jla K nokTtopy.

OHa nowsa OTBOPATb CTABHH H BOPOTHJACh, XKaJysfcCh,
YTO Ha ABOpE€ «CTPacTb rocnoaHsa». S cmorpea Jexa, Kak
B OKHE KpyTHJaacb Bblora, Kak BblpacTa/iH cyrpo6bl. Mme
CTAHOBHJOCb TPYCTHO. $I OXOTHO eule Obl 3acCHYJ, HO CHa
6onee He OblJ10; A XOTeJ CAPOCHTb Yaio, HO yAepxkanacs Mo
KakoMy-To BpaXaeGHOMY ABHXXeHHI0. MHe 6bl10 pocanHo,
4YTO A 310pOB.

Moit 6aTiolika BOPOTHACS C AOKTOpOM. S yX OAMH pas
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MMeJ JeJo ¢ 3THM HeBeX10# W TepneTb ero He mor. § cae-
Jaj BHA, 4TO ApemMJjllo, H oTBeuaJ eMy noJaycjaoBamu. O6a
BHIILJIH B NOJYOTBOPEHHYIO IBepb; sl cayilaJ PoOKHH wie-
MOT OTLA; AOKTOp BO3pa)xaJ/J CHauaja THXO, NMOTOM OueHb
TPOMKO:

— ¥BepsIo XKe BaC uecCTblO: OH 3[0POB COBCEM H HHYEro
eMy He Hy»XHo. Kosau ecTb oxota JexaTb... Bbl Obl ayulue
0 ce6e noaymas...

Orteu npepBas ero W 3aroBOPHJ THXO; TOT OTBeYa/] Tak
X€ THXO, TOBOPHJH [0Jro... MeHs 3To BO3MyTHJO0. Jlerko
YCMOKOMBILHCb 3@ MOJIOAYIO XH3Hb, OH MOJAb30BAaJCA CJaY-
yaeM KOHCysabTalHH aas cebs! O kakom Heayre? Tam paxe
4TO-TO MNHcanocb. Haneas wy6y, 3cKyjnan NpoH3Hec,—
Al CJbILIAN BCE CKBO3b NEPeropoaky, TeM 6oJiee 4TO OH CTYK-
HyJl B Hee pYKOii:

— Bbt nepen HuM, nepen cbiHOM, 06A3aHBbI...

Ha, on MHoro 6bl1 0643aH nepen cblHOM!

$1 He BcTaBan ¢ nocread Becb AeHb. OTell NpemyoXua
MHe YHTAaTb KaKOH-TO XypHaa. j cayuwaJj, 3akpbiB raasa,
H B caMOM JeJe apeMaJ oT cKyKd. OH XOAMJ Ha UbINOYKaXx;
3T0 6bi0 HecHocHo. Ecan 6bl 8 3Han, Kyaa neBaTb cBoe
BpeMd, 1 Obl BcTaa, HO 3TO OblsI0 BCe-TAaKH pa3Hoobpasue.
K ToMy e MHe He XOTeJOCb TaK CKOPO AaTb €My YCNOKOHTb-
ca. Sl xopowo paszo6pas 4yBcTBa 3TOr0 YesJOBEKa: €ro yxa-
XHBaHbe, ero 06ecrnoKoHCTBO OblIH CJAEACTBHA MO31HEro
packasHusa. Hano 6bi10 1aThb eMy cHJbHEe NMOHATb €ro BHHbI
nepeno MHoO0. JTO GbIIO 3aKOHHO H noJfe3dHo. fl BHaes, Kak
OH MOrJfAAbIBAJA HA CTEHbl KOMHAaTbl, B KOTOPOH 3aKJ/IO4HJ]
MEHSi; ICHO: OH BooOpaaJ, uto Obl10 Obi, ecau 6bl onycTena
3Ta KOMHara... Jlioan noHumawouiHe o06A3aHbl VUHTL Hero-
HHUMAIOILHX, KAK JOPOXHTb HEBO3BPATHbLIM. .,

Ewe neub A nagan eMy 3TOT ypok, NOKyla y MeHs CaMo-
ro He cTajo TepneHus. Ha TpeTwH neHb s BcTan H MoJua,
NOKOPHO B3fl.1 CBOH KHHIH. DTO 3aHATHe BCerja MeHsl YyTOM-
aa40; 2 6bla 6aegedH. OTtew XMypHJACS H yKpaldKolo 3aras-
AblBan MHe B JHuo. ¥ KauuiAa Tak yNoOpHO, YTO HaKOHeN
BbI3BAJ OMACeHHe caMoro AokTopa. Sl MHoro cmes.cs, ybe-
AHBIIHCH, KaK HETPYAHO BOJHTb 3a HOC HeMOrpelwaioiLyio
HayKy.

C Heaenlo, KaxeTcsi, npoaoJiKaJnacb 3Ta Komeaus. Ha-
KOHell B OJHO YTPO, KOrjla fi HakHAbiBaJ LIHHe b, YTOObl B
nepBbif pd3 HATH B rHMHa3HI0, oTell OcTaHOBHJ Mens. OH
6bla NMOYTH XKAJOK; eMY XOTeC/10Cb, UTOO A OCTAJCA; OH CHa-
4yaJa WYTHJA, NOTOM yIpaulnBaa, npHKasbiBaJ.
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— [IloaHoTe,— npepBasn #A,— npaBo, M[ocje BCero H3
TaKOH MaJIOCTH H XJIONOTaTb HE CTOHMT.

MHe BcnoMHHaeTcsl WKOJbHHYaHbe B 3TOT AeHb. [lHer-
Hbll o6e/ MHe HajoeJs; BO3BPAlULAACh H3 THMHA3HH, A AyMan
O HeM C KOMHYECKHM y)KacoM H C eule 6onee KOMHUECKOH
pPanocTbio BCIIOMHHJ, UTO JAeHbrH OblH y MEHsi B KapMaHe.
Ha cTaHuHAx »Kesne3HbIX AOPOT TaK He TOPONATCH, KaK TOpoO-
MHUJICA A, HaeJasiCb B FOCTHHHUE; NMpHOEKaB, 3aMbIXaBUIHKCh,
LOMOH, 1 KOPOTKO H pe3KO OTKa3saJcsi OT BCAKOro noTtye-
BaHbsl, CKa3aJj, 4TO YTOMHJCH, H OpPOCHJCA Ha MNOCTeNb.
Jlexxa caywaa, kak ManaHbs ynpekana 6apHHa, 4TO CaM-
TO OH HHYEro He Kyulaer.

— Yro Xk, W He csagere? Tak co ctona H y6uparh?

llIkonbHHYbA noTexa, uTO A1 ocTaBua cro 6e3 obeaa, cMme-
wHaa MeHsi a0 cJje3d. JlocagHo 6bJIO OAHO, YTO He C KeM
NOAEAHTLCA 3TOH KOMeaHeH.

Beuepom s 06bsiBHa, uTo HAYy K CmyToBbiM. Oreu cka-
3aJ, YTO OHH MPHCHIIAJAH NPOCHTb ero K cefe ceroiHs, cJje-
A0BATeNbHO, A MOTY He HATH: OH OODBACHHJ, uTO A 6oJeH...

— MHe OTKa)XyT OT YypoKa,— BO3pd3H/] $, HajaeBas
NepyaTKH,— MOXeT ObiTb, H Bac 30BYyT /s TOro, 4to6 06b-
SBUTb 3TO MoJerye.

— CMyTOBbl He Takde JI0AH, 4TO6 3TO caenaTb,— OT-
BeyaJ OH,— nopa Ttebe BbIYUHTbCA Y3HaBaTb .Jlodeit. Thbi
pa3aparkaeuwbc OT JHXOpPaaKH, H TeM OoJee Tebe caenyer
CHAeTb aoMa.

— 51 He noroMmy pasapaxkeH, 4To 60Jj€H,— BO3pa3uJ
f,— a Haobopor, A 6oJeH, MOTOMY uTO pa3sapaxeH. Jlo-
JeH i XOpOLIO y3HaJa H, HaleloCb, He TaK A0Jro 3aXHBYCb
Ha cBeTe, YTO6 MHe O4YeHb MOHAaZo6HAacChb 3Ta MYIPOCThb.

Y CMyTOBbIX Mbl 3acTajiH HOBOe JHUO. JTO Obll ChiH
«[peKpacHeHuiero uesoBeka» r-Ha DpeBHOB4, KOTOpOMY
cTapbie aeBbl ObiNH A0JKHb mod 3anaor goma. «fIpekpac-
HeHIUHH yesoBeK» HelaBHO yMmep. Korzaa ero cblH M Hacaen-
HHK H3BeCTH1 CMYTOBBIX, YTO »KesJaeT ¢ HHMH MOBHAATh-
CA, CTapble [AeBbl Yero-To Mepenyrajucb H MPHIIACHIH
MO€ro oTua Ha BCAKHH cayuait, Ha noakpeiieHue. Tloceure-
HHE 0Ka3aJioCh BOBCE He CTpawHO. Mbl 3acTanu oHoro bpes-
HOBa yX TaM. JTo Obld MOJOLCL B KOCVIO CaXX€Hb POCTOM,
34BHTbIH, PaCNOMaXeHHbli, PyMSAHbIH, FMYNLIH H CKPOMHbIH;
OH BepTea B PyKax CBOK BhICOYAHUIYIO wasAny, rycto o6-
MOTaHHYIO KPENoM,— NpeaMeT MOAbl H POCKOILH, ¢ KOTOPbIM
OH He MOr paccTaTbCA Aaxe H A BH3HT3 K JAeBHUAM
CMyTtoBbiM. OH BCe MOMaayHBaJ/J H yablba1csi M, Ka3agaoch,
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ob6pajoBaJcs, Koraa Mbl BowaH. X03s#KH BCTPeTHJAH Hac
C BOCTOpProM.

— H3 m™eprBeix BockpecwHi! — BcKpHuasna, yBHAEB
MeHsl H Bo3aeB pykH, AnekcaHapa AneKcaHApOBHa.

BpeBHoB poaxeH O6bl1 AOXHAATbCHA, 4TO6 BOPOTHTLCA
K [eJOBOMY pa3roBopy, Mokyaa Ao nocaeaHeid noapobHo-
CTH BBICIPOCAT, YTO TaKOe CO MHOIO 6blao.

— Bor, Hukonaii [leTpoBHu,— cka3aja HakoHel OT-
uy Jlio6oBb AsexcaHapoBHa, yKa3blBas Ha rocTfd,— 3aTeM
K HaM H mpuexan, uto6 Hac YCMOKOHTb; FOBOPHT, 4YTO Kak
OTell €ro Hac He TPEBOXHJ, TaK H OH, MOKyAa Mbl caMH Oy-
€M B BO3MOXHOCTH YMJAATHTb Hall AOJT, XOTA MO YaCTAM...

— Ila-c, kak yroaHo... 51 Kak nameHbKa...— MOATBep-
IHJ HACJelHHK.

+ — [lpouentnl Tebe, MoOH poaHoH, 6ydyT aKKypaTHO...

— Jla Beab y Hac 3a MNpowabii roa 3anjaueHbi,—
npu6aBuna AnekcaHapa AnekcaHapoBHa.

— Kak xe-c, MHe 3TO H3BeCTHO,— OTBeyYaJ/ HacAeAHHK,—
y ‘6aTiOWKH Gblia roToBa pacnHcka QA8 Bac; Aa Tak 3TO
CKOPO CJAYUHJOCb, YTO OH CKOHYascs... 51 BaM 3Ty pacnucKy
NpHBe3,— NOKOHYHJ OH, OTKpblBasi Tyro HaGHTbIA NopTdes,
H, He 3Hasi, KOTOPOH H3 cecTep noaatb O6yMmary, NOJOXHA
ee Ha ctoa.— Bort-c, ero pykH.

— Bot yx uenosek 6bl1 Tak uvenoBek! — oTo3Bagach
Anekcanapa AnekcaHapoBHa.

— HcTHHHBIA  XpHCTHaHHH,— NOATBEpAHJA cTapuas.

Hu ta, HH apyras He KOCHy/nacb PaclHCKH; cleHa 6bija
yyBCTBUTeNbHa. BpeBHOBa cTanu (M, BEpOATHO, He B NepBHli
pa3) paccnpaitnBaTb noapo6HOCTH O G6OJE€3HH H CMepTH
ero orua. JTO TPO3HJIO HHKOrla He KOHYHTbcA. MoH orel
NoBEPHY/N Pa3roBOp, CMPOCHB MOJOAOrO ueJjoBeKa, YTO OH
CaM HaMepeH Je/aThb.

— §1 xoren B BoeHHylo cayx6y, B Cepacronoib-c. [la-
NeHbKa He MYCTHJH.

— Beab BoOT, crtano 6biTh, mpeauyBcTBHe Obl10! pac-
craTbecs He xoten! — ckasasna Anekcanapa AnekcaHapoOBHa.

— A Temepb yX BOBCe Heab3f, MOTOMY,— JepPeBHA.
Bot kak ynpaB.aiocb... Moe XenaHHe ecTb.

— H c 6orom! xopouwee neno! — ckasana seceno Anex-
canapa AJnekcaHApOBHA.

Ona yx xJonoraJda o yae. OTell H roCTb Pa3roOBOPHJIHCS.
IyHeukH He 6bl10, W 51 pewnaca cnpocutb Jlo6osb AJlek-
CaHADPOBHY, TAe Xe OHa.

— Tam uto-HH6yab Yy cebs aenaer,— OTBeyasja OHa
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THXO,— Aa Tbl OTAOXHH; Tbl ce6f Ans orua Mo6epert...
Yro on?

—- Jla HHyero,— oTBeuan si B HeJOYMEHHH OT TPEBOTH,
¢ KOTOPOH OHa paccrnpauiuBaja, H BOBpPCMA MPHIOMHHB,
4TO 3Ta 0062 BEYHO TPEBOXKHJACH.

— Ox, Beab on!.. (OHa 3akauana rososot.) K 6ory
AOJKHO, AylWla Mosi, yaule npuberatb. OH, MHJOCepIbIH,
TBOH MOJIHTBbI YC/AbIWHKT... Thl MOJIOA; OTelU TBOH TaKOH ue-
JOBEK... Hy, Tbl €ro euie Jyuile 3Haelwsb! A Takue-To 6ory
M HYXHbl! — 3aKJII04H/IA OHA YXK B cJae3ax.

MHe 6bi10 10 KpaHHOCTH HesoBKo. Xopowo, 4To 60p-
MOTaHbe H CJe3bl MPOHCXOAHJIH B CTOpPOHE OT JAPYTHX, B yr-
ay, rae He 6bin0 cBeukH. [lepeMelnasicb K yadHoOMy CTOJY,
Jlio6oBb AnekcanapoBHa ellle BbiTHpana raasa. TyT siBH-
nace H JlyHeuka. Ee pexkomenHnoBann bpeBHOBY, KOTOphiH
BCKOUHN H pacwapkanacs. EMy, KoHeuHo, OODBSACHHIH, 4TO
OHa NpHJEeXHA H BCe yMeeT [enaTb, YTO OHa JIo6HT Geratb
B caay. [lo stomy noBoay, niob6e3vnyas, bpesHoB obellan-
CA el Ha JIeTO INpPHCAATb H3 AepPeBHH LBETOUHbIX CEMSH,
BbICAJKOB H Ja>ke CalOBHHKA.

— Hy Bor, [lyHs, yTewaiicsa, a To Bce ropesana — LiBe-
TOB HeT,— ckasana AunekcaHapa AunekcanaposHa.— OHo,
npaBia, NOKyla SArOAbl He nocnend, pe6eHKy B caly CKyu-
HO,— MOACHHJIA OHAa.— A 3HaeTe, Hawl cald Kakol? [lHKo-
BHHHBbIA. Torpa Bce oT Bauwero 6aTiOWKH 6paJjiH, HACaXH-
Baau. Jla, BOT KakK — MHe Buepa, kynew 3aewHHd Iloso-
30B,— 3Haere?

— 3xawo-c. OH ¢ BaMH pALOM [10M KaMeHHbIH CTPOHT.

— Jla, BOT 1OM-TO OH CTPOHT, KaMEHHOe 31aHHe BO3-
IBHT, a NMOBEPHYTbCA Herje: MecTO TeCHO, Cal Hall H MpH-
rasHyacs. Buepa MHe — BCcTpeTHsl MeHA y paHHell oben-
HH — roBopuT: «[lponafite, roBopHT, AOM: He TJIfAAAA, FOBO-
PHT, noaTopbl ThicAYH nam». 5 rosopio: «Ouranen Tbl, oTel
POHOH: KTO HAaM BeJHT C TAaKoW 6saroaaTblo paccTaTbCs,
pa3Be Hyx1a npuaet». A OH, 3HaeTe,— NPOAOJKAJNA OHa
TAWHCTBEHHO,— KaK MpoC/abiWad, 4yto Ball OaTioliKa CKOH-
yaJcsi, a Mbl €My AOJIKHBI, HY, H moadra.... Pacuereu cBoO#H,
KOMMepuecKH#!

OHa 3acmesnacs.

— Her-c, uto xke-c s... Kak nanesbka, Tak v A...— 3a-
roBopit.1 bpeBHOB.

— Mbl elle H caMH NMOXHBEM, /1d BOT eile H cBalbby
clipasiHyeM, HeBecTa pacTer! — 3akawouuiaa Agekcanapa
AaekcanipoBHa, yka3dbiBasi Ha [lyHeuky.
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— IlpekpacHas HeBecta,— cka3dasn bpesHos.

— Cabiwana, JlyHsi? 4yto X He O6aaropapHwb?.. [la
M XKEHUXHM HaJHLO, BOT ABa CHAAT, JIOG0ro BhiGHpai.

— §l 6owoch: crap; 3a meHa He noiigetr Aaotbs HBea-
HOBHAa,— cKasaJ, Jio6e3HHuas, bpeBHOB.

— Crap? A Bam KoTopbiif roa?

— JIBaauaTtb ABa-c.

— Hy, TouHo crap, eit He roaurtech. Tak Tte6e, [lyHs,
3Hauut, Ceprea Hukosnanua?

— Her, 9 ero He BO3bMy,— OTBeuaJja OHa, He KOHQY-
3ACb ¥ A48 Ha MeHA MpPAMO.

Bce 3axoxortanu.

5l noMHIO 3Ty AeBUOHKY, MOTOMY UTO OHa — OJHA H3 ca-
MBIX MOHMX pe3kHX aHTHmaTHH. J1 uyXa caMosio6Hs; KoHeu-
HO, He OHO MOJHSAJOCh BO MHe MpPH 3TOM LIYTOBCKOM OTKa-
3e: MEeHSl 3CTeTHYeCKH BO3MYTHJH PpeLIHUTebHOCTb, TBep-
JOCTb, CAaMOYBEPEHHOCTb ee TymoymHsi. MHe xorenochb OT-
BeyaTb el 1ep30CThio, HO Bce KPYroM 6bliH Tak raynwi! S npe-
3PUTEJNbHO B3IJISIHYJ Ha Hee W BbiHYJ CBOHM yachbl. S naBHO
3aMeTHJ, YTO MOe MoJiYaHHe ¥ MOHM DaBHOAYLUIHbIE ABHXKe-
HHSl HMeJIH CBOHCTBO OXJ1aX/AaThb CJAHLIKOM pa3blrpaBLIYIOCH
nowJoctb. Bce npuTuxau. Asekcanapa AsekcaHApOBHa
eule 6bl10 11onpo6oBana 3axoxoTaTb.

— Oit, Kakoit oH cepbe3Hbliit! Bce y Bac TakHe-TO B THM-
Ha3uu?

— Her, oH, 5 BHXY, 6n1aropasymeH,— ckasaaa JI1060Bb
AnekcaHapoBHa,— yX AecATb 4yacoB ckopo. OH B mepBbIH
pa3s ceroaHs Bblexaj. EMy Hano oTAOXHYTb.

— Bawa npaepa,— ckaszaa MOH oTew M BCTaa MNpo-
11aTbCA.

MHe nokasaJjocb, UTO OH B3rJAHYJ] Ha MeHs, 6YATO XO-
TeJ CKa3aTb: «TeOs BbITHAJH...»

51 BcnbixHys 1 H enBa oBaagen cBouM GeweHcrsoM. Cra-
PYXH MpOILAJNHChb MDHBETJHBO, KaK HH B ueM He G6blBaJo.

— O Teb6e Buepa MauleHbka cnpalidBaJga,— cKa3saja
Jlio6oBb AneKkcaHAPOBHA.

— 41 3aBTpa 6yay y Hee H mo6saroaapio 3a BHHMaHHe,—
oTBeyaJ 1.

Mbl BHILIIH; OTel nolles Brnepel H JOKPHYAJICA H3BO3-
yHKa. MeHs Aylinaa 3/40CTb, MHE XOTeJOCb BbICKa3aTbCA.

— TIlocaywaiite...— Hauaa .

— He rosopn Ha BeTpy, paau 6ora,— npepsaj OH,—
CKa)<elb aoMa.

Hoporoit a1 nepeayman. B camom aese, uto MHe eMy 6bl10
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Bbicka3zaTb? He Bce nu 6b1o gaBHo scHo? Tem Gosee uTto
y Hero 1ocTajo,— KaK 3TO Ha3BaTb? — JIMUEMEPHS HJH He-
NOHHMAaHHs, NpHexaB JOMOH, OGXOLHTbCS CO MHOI Kak HH B
yeM He 6biBaso, Bpole AeBHU CMyToBbIX!..

OpHa H3 caMblX CTPaHHBIX JIOACKHX HAKJOHHOCTEH —
3TO CTapaHHe HAacTPpOMBATb Ce6s Ha TOPXKECTBEHHOCTb H
6n1aroroBeHHe B M3BECTHble MHHYTbHl, HAaCHJbHO Bbi3bBaThb
B ce6e HEeXKHOCTb H YYBCTBHTENBHOCTb; @ KOr1a He y1an0ocb —
coXKaJleTb H ynpeKkaTb ce6si, 6yATO B HEHCIOJHEHHH KaKoro-
HH6yab aoara. Ho ecan Mbl coTBOpeHbl PO3HO € APYTHMH,
XOTA 6bl B LeCSATb pa3 KPOBHLIMH JIIOAbMH, €CJH Mbl, MO
Hawel HaType, He MOXeM C HHMH COJH3HTbCA, XOTA Obl
LecATb pa3 TPYAHJHCb YMHJAHTbCA Hal HUMH, 6JaroroeeTb
nepel HHMH, COTH3UTbCA € HHMH,— H3 4Yero euie JOJXHbl
Mbl xJonorath? K ueMy HaTArHBaTb 3TO CONHXKEHHE, H3
yero ce6f ypoaoBaTb, CTECHASICh, Myuacb, HaKOHeL,— MeJb-
yan? [IpumepATbCA MOAHMUMATBb TO, UTO HAM He MO CHAAM,
6€306pa3HTbCA, HApPAXKAACh B UYYXKOe... H 3Ta HeNenocTb
BO3Be/J€Ha YyTb JH He B 3akoH! Jlo6pble JIIOAH yrpbi3aloTcs
COBECTbIO, €C/JH €ro He HCMNOJHHJIH, d He OIJIAHETCH HHKTO,
YTO OT HCIOJHEHHS 3TOr0 3aKOHA TOJNbKO Pa3MHOXaeTcA
Now.0CTb, KOTOPOH, KOHEYHO, BBINOAHO, KOrld AOCTOHHCTBO,
e THKaTHO He JXXejaiollee ee OTOpPUYHTb, ycTynaeT el popory,
npocTop, H OHAa 6/1aroleHCTBYyeT, pa3BepThLIBAAACH BO BCIO
CBOIO LHPHHY...

H ckoabko yMHbIX JlofelH MOAYHHANHCH 3TOMY 33KOHY,
Jlaxke HCKPeHHO pas3fnensiqd 3TOT Y3eHbKHH, ¢ajbUIHBbIA
B3rnAL! « CHHCXOAHTENBHOCTb,— FOBOPHJH H TOBOPAT OHH,—
TYMaHHOCTb...» I npu3Haio cBoMM mpaBom ObiTb Bceraa ca-
MHM cO060I0 H XHTb Aas ceb6s. MHe Bo3paxcaJju He pa3 pac-
CYXXIE€HHAMH 00 OrpaHHYeHHAX 3TOro NpaBa; s MPOCHA pac-
CYXAaloWHX ObiTb NOCAeA0BATENbHBIMH H OOGDBACHHTb, Ha
ueM HaKOHell OCTAHOBATCS 3TH orpaHuueHusi? M 3a urto Ta-
KO€ HepPaBEHCTBO: YM AOJIKEH CTeCHATbCS, NMPHMEHATLCH;
NOWJOCTb MOXeT AesnaTb Bce, 4To ed paccyauresal..

['oBopsa cnokoHHO H npsiMo, A He aenan Haa co6oit mo-
NOGHbIX HCNbITAHHH. S XK HA, KaK XKHJI0Ch, KAK XOTENOCh, H He
packanBaiocCb, YTO Obl HH caeaaj: cTano ObiTb, TaK OblIO
MHe HYXHO. $I He packaHBaiocb, eCqH B KakHe-HUOYdb MH-
HYTbl XXH3HH Y MeHA He Obl10 UYBCTBA, KOTOPOE NPUHATO
umets. He 6bi10 TakK He 6bin10. 51 HEe CKPbIBAIOCH, He CThIXYCh.
CrbigHee 6bl10 66l NDHNOMHHATL MeJKHE CTPaxH, Cae3/HBHE
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CAHTHMEHTAaJIbHOCTH, CyeBepHble TJYNOCTH, HATSAXKH, H3Bpa-
ILEeHHS, JHLeMepHe TIpel cCaMHM coGOH, Bce, OT 4ero KpacHe-
10T B3pOCJble JIOH.

B mapte 3aHeMor Moii oteu. He 3Halo, Kak 3TO Ha4anocCh.
Mbl BHAaHCh TOJBKO 32 06e0M; sl TpHKa3as nojasaTb uaH
K cebe B KOMHATY CO BpeMeHH cBoeH 6Gosie3Hd. 51 He umelo
NPHBLIYKH TpeajaraTh BONPOCOB O 310POBbe H, He HMes 4TO
TOBOPHTb C 4eJIOBCKOM, He J106J110 IasfleTb eMy B J1uo. B oa-
HO yTPO 1 ylleJ B KJdcCC, OH ellle He BCTaBaJ C NOCTeJH; BO-
pOTHICb, 1 y3HaJ, UTO OH elle He BCTaBaJg. J1 oTro6enan OaHH;
B CYMepKH sl 3alues HaBelaTbCsi, UTO 3TO, HAaKOHel, Takoe,
H TOJYUYHJ] KOPOTKHH OTBeT:

— He tpeBoxbes. Tak, He310pOBHTCS.

51 nposen Beuep y Mapbu BacuabeBHH W nmo Bo3Bpalue-
HHH, ycabliia ot MajaHbH OAHO TauHcTBeHHoe: «[louuBa-
eT»,— 3anepcst y ce6s. MasaHba wWenHya a MHe B ABepb, UTO
6bL1. gokTOop. Tem ayuwe. 9 y6eanaca B HCTHHE 3TOro BH3HTA,
YBHASl MOYTPYy ABe CKASAHKH B KomHaTe otua. Ou cnaa. §1 He
CTaJ J0XHAATbCA LOKTOPaA W ylles B Kkaacc. Beuepom onstb
TO Xe — OH cnaj. HakoHel Ha TpeTHR NeHb MHe Hajoesna H
TAHHCTBEHHOCTb MaJslaHbH, H 6eCOpsJOK AOMA, H Sl pellH-
Csl He BbIXOAHTb H A0XKAAaTbCA AOKTOpa. 1 He momea ¢ HHUM
B CMa/JbHIO, HO B TOCTHHOMH, rle OH NPHCEJ MHCaTb, MPOCHJ
OGBACHHTb, UTO BCE 3TO 3HAUMT.

— Hanetoch, HHUero cepbe3Horo,— npubaBuJ .

— Hanporus, oueHb cepbe3Hoe,— BO3Pa3HJ OH.

3Has Y4eHOCTb 3TOrO FOCNOAHHA, 51 HEBOJBHO YJbIGHYJCA
H, LOJXKHO ObiTb, XYAO CKpPblJ yJAbl6KY, NOTOMY 4TO ero 6yaTo
YKOJI0J10.

— Bauw oteu 6oseH aaBHO,— NPOAOJKAJ OH, NOMONUYAB
H C Kakolo-TO 3J10CThbIO. )

Sl noxan naeuamu M 3amerTu.:

— Ecau oH naBHo 6oJieH, TO CTPaHHO, YTO He MpPHHH-
Man mep.

— Mepbl H NpHHHMAJHKCH, AA...

— UYrto «na»? — nepecnpocua 1, J06yACb, KAK OH pac-
YepKHYJICS Ha LeJOM JIHCTe, H30pBaJl ero, yKyCcH.a nepo H cTa-
paJjcsi BAOXHOBHTbCA CbI3HOBA.

— VYcJa0BHA XH3HH TaKHe, UTO He BCe Mepbl AeHCTBH-
TeJIbHbl.

— 3T0 — YCJIOBHA KHU3HH ThicsiueH Jioaeil,— BO3pa3ui
A1 Cepbe3Ho.
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— He coBcem BepHO,— OTBeyasJ OH H B3IJIAHYJA Ha Me-
Ha.— M noa oaHo# KpoBJeH JMIOAH XXKHBYT Ha PasHbIX YCJ0-
BHAX: BOT B TOH KOMHaTe (OH KHBHYJ Ha MOIO) NOJ TeNnJnH,
a B 6aTIOWIKHHON 1yeT M3 BCEeH MaHeJsH.

— KBaprtupy BHbOHpasn Mo#H orell,— OTBeuasa f, TOXe
T4 Ha Hero B ymop.

OH notynuiaca B 6yMary H DHCOBaJ Ha HeH 3aBHTKH.

— Uro-HH6YAb CJ0XKHOE? — CApPOCHJ fA, NOMOJYaB H
yJabl6afChb ero 3aTpyaHEHHIO.

Kak cefiyac BHXY, OH MOJHAJ FOJOBY H MPHCTAJbHO, Iay-
no, Mos4a rasaes Ha MeHs, OyATO HaMepeBaJsCsl JeJaTbh MOH
noptpet. 1 nocTaBHa eMy noJHeHiuee yno6CcTBO Ha6J104aTh:
He leBesbHYJ GPOBbIO H He CrialHa yJabl6kH. Hakoneu, Ha-
CMOTPEeBILUHCb, OH BCTaJ, WYMHO OTKHHYJ CTyJq, 6yaTo 3a6bi-
Basi, YTO PALOM J€XHT O6OJbHOH, 3aCyHYJ PYKH B KapMaHbl
H npowes pa3a aABa nc KomHarte. 3 yx 3abbl1 CBOH BONpocC,
KOraa oH cobpaJicsi C OTBETOM.

— OueHb HecaoXXHoe! Bce B ABYX caoBax! — BApYyT cKa-
3aa1 oH.— OH 6bia 6GoJieH AaBHO, a BOT MNocJeaHee elle noa-
6aBHJoO.

— Uro «nocnenHee»?

— Koraa Bbl ero Hanyraan,— rpy6o orBeyaJs OH,— Mpo-
CTYIHJCA, B3BOJHOBAJICA, He CMaJl HECKOJNbKO HOYeH...

— 31 He MOry nMpHHATbL BCEro 3TOrO Ha CBOIO COBECTb,—
BO3Da3HJ fi,— A He BMHOBAT, YTO caM GoJeH.

OH ornifiHy/cA Ha MeH H NPOAOJKAJ XOAHTb.

— Bbl Kak 6yaTo 6oHTecb cKa3aTb MHe, UTO He Hajee-
TeCb,— CKasaJj 1.

OH OCTaHOBHJICH H ONSiTb BbITApallHJ ryasa.

— Yro xke? A

— Hy, na... He Hanelocb,— oTBe4ann OH C KakHM-TO
OXHAaHHEM, BEPOATHO, TOro, YTO A ynaay B oOMOPOK.

— Dbaaroaapio, uTO cCKa3laa,— NpoAOJaKAA A MOHM
O6bIKHOBEHHbIM TOHOM,— A1 MO KpaHHeH Mepe HMeK BpeMA
no3a6oTHTLCA O CBOEM COGCTBEHHOM MOJIOXKEHHH.

— Tak noTtoponHTecb,— cKa3aJsl OH CKBO3b 3yOnl H 6yn-
TO NPsiYa OT MEHA CBOE JIHLLO; CeJ ONATb K CTONY H OOMaKHYJ
flepo M ONATb HHYero He Hanucaj. Moe NpHCYTCTBHe ero
3aMeTHO KOH(Qy3HJo. MHe B3aymajocb 060APHTb €ro H Mo-
LapHTb €My OTrOBOPKY.

— BuaHo, Bce HanpacHo? — cnpocHa A.— Bbl He Haxo-
IHTe Gosblie cpeacTB?

OH, He oTBevas, BCTaJ, NMpoiles B KOMHATy OTUAa H MpH-
TBOpH/A aABepb. OHH poaro ToakoBaad. $1 He caywaJg, uTo
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HMEHHO, HO OTell FOBODHJ YTO-TO OYeHb TBEPLO AJA uesoBe-
Ka, Tak OJH3KOro K CMepTH; OH AaXe MOBOJbHO TPOMKO
paccMessicA... Y MeHsl MeNbKHYJ1a MbiC/lb, UTO CO MHOIO HIpa-
10T KoMeaH1o. §1 0o6ayMbiBas, KaK NMoKa3aTb, YTO fi ee MOHH-
Malo, XoTeq YHTH W 3anepeTbcsi B CBOeH KOMHaTe, XOTe.
yATH H3 AOMYy, MOUYTH pellajcs Ha MocjelHee, KOraa ONATb
NOSIBHJICA OKTOP.

— [loanTe K oTuy,— cKa3an oH cefe Mo HOC, NpOLUIE
B MPHXOXYIO H yexaJ.

$1 6b11 eule oueHb moaon. Bo MHe uto-to aporayao. [To-
MHIO, YTO B NepBYI0 MHHYTY §i He MOHAA YYBCTBd, KOTOpoOE
MEeHAl CMYTHJO, HO BcCJel 34 HHM BCTaJ CO3HaTeabHbH BO-
NpPoC: ecaH 3TO He KOMeIHsl, UTO )Ke CO MHolo 6yner?

— Cepreii! — nocabluancs roaoc orua.

bbino nn uTo-HHOYAb ocobeHHOe B 3BYKe 3TOro ro.ioca,
HAH 3TO 6bla NMocienHAA MHHYTa Moero pefsiuecTBa, HO $
6pOCHJICA CO BCCX HOT, UIHPOKO pacnaxHyJ ABePb H B O1HH
MHUT GblJ1 y €ero MocTeJH.

— UYro Bam yroaHo, 6aTiouika?

OH Jnexan HaB3HHWYbL, NOBCPHYJ KO MHE TOJNOBY H yJabi6-
HyacA.

— Huuero. TocmMoTtpetb Ha Tebs.

$1 Toxe B3rnsiHya Ha Hero. 3aHaBecka Oblia MOAHATA,
KaK OCTaBHJ ec JOKTOpP; ObiMl CBeTJbiH MapTOBCKHH J€Hb.
Moxer 6bITb, OT HEro pesue BbllaBaJHCb NPEAMCTbI, HO A HH-
Koraa He BHaaJj TakoH xyao0bl H 61€AHOCTH, KakK B 3TY MHHY-
Ty Ha JHUe Moero otua. § y6eauacs MrHOBEHHO: 3TO Oblia
CMepTb,— H, COAPOTHYBUIHCb OT MNPHKOCHOBEHHSI TOPAUHX,
CYXHX, YepCTBeloUlHX NanablesB, HEBOJAbHO MOTAHYJ Hasaj
MOIO PYKY, KOTOPYI0 OH B3sJ1. OH BbIMYCTH/ €e H MPO,10J1Ka.l
yan6aTbCs, nojysakpbiBas rnasza. OH xopouwo aenad, 4To
3aKphiBaJl HX; OHH NMOKa3aJHCb MHe CTPaillHO BEJHKH, KOraa
BAPYTr B3rJasiHydad 6bicTpo. 51 onycTHA rosioBy.

— Tebe cka3zanu?

I Moauan. MHe BCNOMHHJAOCH MO€ nepBoe CBHAaHHE C
HHM MOATb JeT Ha3aja, B AoMe ma tante, HO BCMOMHHJOCH
MeJNbKOM. Y MeHsi Obl1I0 MOJHOE, OTYETJAHBOE MOHHMAHHe
MOEero HacCTOSILLEro MOJOMEHHSA; fi, MbICJEHHO, Obll He rae-
HHOYAb, @ HMEHHO TYT, y-ROCTEJNH YMHpalowero; fi 3HaJ, 4YTo
3TOT yMHpaloWHH — MOH oTel, HO A 3TOr0 He UYyBCTBOBA.I.
51 BepHa mo3TaM, BepHJ, YTO JIORH, Tpeneula, 10POXKaAT Kax-
DOH CeKYHLOH aroHHH GJH3KOro CyulecTsa, MOTOMY UYTO 3TH
CeKYHAbl — BCA HMX XH3Hb; HO 31€Cb OHH Ka3ajHCb MHE
CTPAWIHO ROJATH, H 3TO 6hbiia eule He aronuda... Hakowew,

256



3Ta cMepTh MeHsl He mopaxaJa. Benquuasas apama 6niaa 06-
CTaBJeHa COBCEM MNO-NPOBHHUHANbHOMY. IJTO, KOHe4YHo, 06-
lwas yyacTb ApaM, HO OTTOrO-TO, A 3@MeTHJI, OHH MaJo H Npo-
M3BOAAT BreyaT/JeHHsl. BHeWHoOCTh, ciaen0BaTeNbHO, He BhI-
3niBaJjla 4yBCTBA,— HAMpOTHB, ellle OX.Jax/aja ero, Hano-
MHHAsl O NMpeiCcTOAUIHX APSA3rax, Cpeid KOTOpbiXx HeoO6XOoaH-
MO camoe Nnpo3anyeckoe camoobJsanative. BHyTpeHHO 1 oueHb
ornpeleseHHO CO3HaBaJ, YTO B HACTOSLLYIO MHHYTY CepledyHo
yAe HHUYero He Tepsito, YTO CCJH UTO H NOTEPSIHO, TO MOTEPSHO
JlaBHO W He no moe# BHHe. Bompoc: «Tebe ckasanu?» —
HANOMHHJ MHe O [JOKTOpEe M MOBEpPHY/] MO Xeldb. IJTOro
6bl10 A0BOJAbLHO, YTOGBI BO3BPATHTL MHE BCIO CHJ1Yy MOEro xa-
pakTepa, NMoKoJe6aBUIYIOC HAa MHHYTY OT HEOXHAAHHOCTH,
0T MOJ0A0H HEeNpHBbLIYKH. Mo# oTell, ka3aJjoch, cTaBHa cebe
3ajayefl — MYXXECTBEHHO yMepeTb; A1 MeHsi 6blJO0 BOMpPO-
COM YeCTH /10Ka3aTb, YTO Sl CyMelo MPOXHTb. [Lns yero Onl s
CTa.1 H3MeHsITb cefe, BbipaxaTb YYBCTBO, KOTOPOTO y MeHs
He Obl1o, JHlUeMepsi HJH, 4yTO BCe paBHO, aonyckas ce0s
HepBHYCCKH pacTporatbesi! MeHst yxacHyao 6e3obpasue
CMEepTH, MOTOMY UYTO Sl BHeJ] ero B NCPBbiA pa3: HO OJHOH
YCTYIHKH, OJHOrO HEBOJbHOIO COAPOraHHsA Obl10 LOBOJBHO.
51 6bla 03ab604eH, CMyLeH, HO He HAcTOSIUMM, a OYLYLHM.

OH Bce cMOTpea Ha MeHl H MoJsdas. ITOT MPHCTaNbHBIH
B3I/ HAYHHAJ pa3apaxKaTb MEHA. 51 pPCILIUICA 3aUMTHTbLCA
OT 3TOr0 0O4apPOBaHUA, TOCTABHB CHJY MPOTHB CHJbl, H MO-
CMOTpeJ]l Ha Hero Tak e npHcraabHo. Ero raasa sapyr
ONATb CTPAHHO OJIECHYJIH.

— Cepre#il..— Hayan OH Kak-TO pPe3KO, He TO MpPHKa3bl-
Basl, He TO NPOCA.MOWAAbl, H BAPYT Y.ePX4JCA HAH Obla1 He
B CH.1aX NMPOAOJXKATh,-— He 3HAIO,— OTKHHYJCA Ha MOAYLIKe
H BIEPH.T B3rJsiJ B MOTOJOK, TAK XK€ HCMOABHXKHO, Kak Ble-
paa B Mcusi. Uepe3d HecKO/bKO MHHYT OH NOLIapHA PYKOH Ha
ctose. 51 moaasn emy BOAbI.

— 4 npocua,— ckasaa OH ejBa CJblIIHO,— 3aexaTb K
Eropy Eroposnuy...

51 nonsaa, 4yTo Aes10 WO O AOKTOpeE.

— Tyt 6yayr, MoxeT ObiTb, KakHe-HHOYAb (OpMaJbHO-
CTH, XJOMOTbl; Thl He CMpaBHWbCA... BripoueM, neHbru ecrthb
'y tebs Oyayr.

OH 3aMoauasigH, Ka3ajaocb, 3abblicsi. 1 ¢ HeBOJNBHOH
V.IbIGKOH crpocHJ ce6Gs, UTO »Ke y MeHs 6yneT? [lpeaMecTHHK
oTua, poauteab Mapbu BacuabeBHbl, npaBaa, 3actaBasg ee
1a3uTb no norpe6am M ambapaM, KOPMH. TPeXrogoBajbiMH
3anacamM, HO BCe-TakKH 03a06OTHJCH OCTABHTb €H NpHJAHUYHOE
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COCTOfIHHE; FOBOPAT, OH HAXKHJ €ro HeueCTHO,— He 3Halo, HO
BHXY, UTO OH NMPHHEC NOJb3Y XOTb CBOEH A0ouepH, H OHA MO-
XKeT HacJaa)KaaTbcsl CBOMM HacJaeACTBOM 6€3 yrpbideHHit Co-
BeCcTH: Belb (pa3bupasi cTpOro) JIAH HHKOrAa A0 Noapob-
HOCTH He 3HAIOT, #e20 CTOAT MX HACJeACTBa, KaKHX TPYIOB,
TPEeLIKOB, rpexoB H yHHxeHHHA... Ho uto M po6GupaTbesi o
3THX TOHKOcTeH? [{aBHO cKa3aJs KTO-TO, 4TO Ha JeHbrax He
6biBaeT nsiteH... CKOJIbKO NMOMHHUTCS, MOl 6aTIOIIKa He NpH-
3HaBaJs 3ToH MCTHHBL. Tak uTo Xe y MeHs 6yner?

51 6bl1 yTOMJsIeH BCelH nmpeabllylled CLLeHOR H MoJYa cHaes
y okHa. [1powsno 10BONBHO BpeMeHH, Yachl B TOCTHHOH 4TO-TO
npobuu; A He cJyliaj, HO MOe pa3jyMbe Obl10 NpepBaHO
BHE3aMHbIM BONPOCOM:

— Cepre#l, UTO X Tbl He o6enaellb?

Bbin Benukui#t nmoct, a Mananbsi 6bl1a Tak riay6oKo orop-
4yeHa, uUTO sl elABa yjaepxkaJicsi, He 6pocusa B Hee 06eL0OM, KO-
TOpbifi OHa MHe nojpana. He cuntas celHOBHe#l 06A3aHHOCTBIO
yMHPaTb € ToOJIOdYy, i XOTeN HATH B TOCTHHHLY, HO B OKHO
yBHaesn noabexaBluHe caHu. C HHx cnyctuiacsa Erop Eropo-
BHY M OXHAAJ, MOKa cjeioM noabexanu apyrue. OTTyna oH
CHSI 3aKyTaHHYyl B liy6ax ¥ naatkax JIio6oBb AnekcaHi-
pOBHY; eMy mnomoraJa B 3TOM NMOABHre MoJ0Aad FOPHHYHAS,
KOTopasi C Helo MpHexaJsa, HO KOTOPYIO 3a MacCO# rocnoxu
He 6blI0 H BHAHO 10 3TOH MHHYTbl. Bce 3TO BTeCHHJOCH B
Hawy npHxoxywo. JIo60Bb AJieKcaHIpOBHa, ellle He ONOoM-
HACb OT COBEPLIEHHOrO NyTelecCTBHs, OTnpaBHaacb ¢ Ma-
JaHbeH packyTbiBaTbcAl B Mol komHaty. Erop Eroposnu,—
MaJjieHbkas QHUrypka, TueayuHas, Henpe3deHTabenbHas, cTa-
paBwasAcs AepxKaTbCsi ¢ AOCTOHHCTBOM,— BOLIEJ TOPOIJIHBO
M Nnoaas MHe pyKy. 1 oueHb XOJOAHO OTBETHJ Ha €ro py-
KOMoXxKaTHe, ¢ nepBoH MHHYTbl orpaxaas ce6s OT cocTtpa-
daHuA W MNPOTEKUHH, KOTOpbIE YyXK UHTaJ TOTOBble B €ro
riaasax.

— MoXHO K 6aTiolKe? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— Ecan BaMm yroaHo,— oTBeyan fi H Aaj AOpPOTY.

Bnpouem, st nowen 3a HuM Beaed. OHH OGHHMAaJUChL A0J-
ro. 51 npucJIOHHACA K ABEPH H CJABILLAJ 32 HEK BCXJHMbIBAHbE
Jllo60BH AnekcaHapoBHbl. $1 6yATO ellle BHXY 3Ty CLUEHY MpH
cBeTe GeCKOHeYHOro MapToBckoro AHA. OTel noxenan cko-
pee HauaTb «0 Aese». [lopo3Bann MmeHs, M4 Erop Eroposuu
OGBABHJ, UTO OTelU OCTaBJSAET MHEe C HEGOJbIIHM ThicAUYy
py6Jell. DTH JeHbrd HaKOMJeHbl B TeYeHHe ABeHAAUATH JeT,
KJaJqucb B pa3Hoe BpeMs B 6aHK, B MockBe, H 10JKHbI ObllH
JeXaTb TaM A0 MOero MocCTyMJeHHs B yHHBEPCHTeT.
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— TIlouemy xe B MockBe, a He 34ecb? — CNpPOCHA H.—
U nouemy mHe 06 3TOM He TFOBOPHJ/IH?

— 3pecb NpH HYXJAe MO0 ObiTb HCKYyUleHHe B3ATb HX
H NpoXHTb,— oTBeuan Erop EropoBnu,— a, noctynas B yHH-
BEPCHTET, CTYNEeHTy NMPHATHO BAPYr Y3HATb, YTO OH obecne-
yeH Ha HeCKOJbKO JeT.

91 no6baaroaapua. [lena, kacawouueca MeHsl, OGblJIH KOH-
ueHbl. Erop EropoBnu cnpawuBan o pasHbix cay»xebHbix noa-
POGHOCTAX, MOAaH JH panopT o GOJe3HH, C KeM HYXHO Mo-
BHOATbCS H3 COCJYXHBLEB, KaK H 3ayeM 06paTHTbCA K Ha-
ya/jbcTBY. MHe 10 3TOro He 6bL10 Jesa; s Boiwes. JIo60Bb
AnekcaH1pOBHa 3aKJIOUH1a MeHA B 06bATHA H ob.auaa cie-
3aMH. $ 6bl1 yTOMJEH 10 HeBO3MOXHOCTH.

— Tul, aywa mosi, He y6uBai cebsi,— TBepAHJa OHA,—
rocnoab 3Haet, 4To jenaeT. Takde JIOAH 31€Cb He XHJbLDL...

U npouee B 31OM TOHe. §I He caywan. MHe eue fAcHee H
y»KacHee NpeacTaBHacbh Mo GYyAYUHOCTb: HHYEro B LeJOM
mupe! [ToroMy 4TO Beab X aJKOH Thicsiublo pybJaei ¢ naTaka-
MH He «oBecreueH» »Ke 1 HAa HECKOJIbKO JIeT, Kak BbipaxaeTcs
3TOT OblBLIMH KaHAWAAT, Marucrp,— kro ero 3Haet! M uu-
Koro B uesoM Mupe!.. He Bpems 6bl10, a rotoB 6bla1 A nonpo-
CHTb MOero oTLa NpPH3HATbCA NO COBECTH, KyAa [AeBaJjucCb
nicbma k ma tante, kotopbix s oTnpasua 6osee fecATKA B
nocJe/HHe AecsiTb MecsileB, HH Ha OAHO He MOJYYHB OTBETA...
H s noaxeH octaTbCH 34eCb, XHTb 3aecb... Kak Xutb? [ae-
HHOYIb HA KBapTHpe, Ha xJebax,— Kak 6paTusi MOH, THMHa-
3HCTDI?..

Moe nopbiBHOE ABH)KeHHe 0OpaTHJIO BHHMAHHC H npepBa-
a0 KpacHopeude JI060Bb AJeKCaHAPOBHbL.

— Jlywa Mosi,— 3aroBOpH/1a OHa Ype3 MHUHYTY ellle BHY-
LIHTe.1bHee,— TAKOMY OTUYasiHHIO mnpeaaBaTbca rpewwHo. [lo-
Al Jydwe K ce6e, NOMOJNHCH, OTNOXHH, C6EPHCL C CHJIAMH;
OHH Te6Ge HYXHbl. A 51 K HeMy MOHAY...

OHa nojana MHe CnacHTeNbHYIO MbICJb. $I He 3acTaBHa
ee NOBTOPHTb H yllesa B CBOlO KOMHaTy. B nome xoauau, no-
Cbl14aJIH, PACNOpsXKaaHCb; NpHe3xkaa aokTop. Jlio6osb Anek-
CaHApoBHAa coBewanacb ¢ ManaHbed, ¢ x03AHKOH; ABHIra/aH
mebesiblo, 3BeHeaH nocyaoi. B npuxoxed pasananoch Tona-
Hbe TsXKeJblX CanoroB H XpHNJaoe OTKalJaHBaHbe. Bapyr Bce
nputuxjo. Ha nBope cremHeno; Mos komHata 6blia MNOJAHA
rony6eix cymepek. KakoH-To uyy»XoOH rosoc 3aroBopHsa 3a
CTEHOH, B KOMHaTe OTLA; OTell FOBOPHJ ToXe... DTO NPOAOJ-
*ajocb Hepoaro. CHOBAa NMOAHANHMCH LWIYM, BO3HA, Xoabba,
CTYK CEHHbIMH JBepsIMH, He3HakoMbli rosop. B wenab Moei
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JBepH CBEpKHYJia NOJIOCKA OTHSA H MOTSAHYJO KaKoi-TO rapblo.
Sl y3aHan HeBbIHOCHMBbIM MHe 3amax JajgaHa. YcTaJblid, roJoa-
HbIH, oaype/blH, S MOAHAJCSH Ha MocTesH, 6YATO KTO MeHsI
‘To3BaJ.
Mensi, TouHo, no3zsaau. Bowaa Jlto608b AnekcaHapoBHa.
[ToiineM, Mol apyr, nomoaumcsa. OH »KejaeT HcnoJ-
HHTb BeCb JOJT XPHCTHAHCKHH.

Ona naakana u Besia MeHs 3a pyky. Ha nopore roctuHo#
INbSIKOH, XOOHBLUHHA C MYyKOM 3aXXKEHHbIX CBeY, CYHYJ H MHe
cBeuky. $ orasiHyaca: Hapoay O6bl1O 4TO-TO OYE€Hb MHOrO.
«Kro, oTkyna?» — cnpawudsan s cebs, npotHpas rjasa or
pe3Koro mnepexona H3 TEMHOTbl K MepLAaHblO MHOXeCTBa
MeJIKHX, KONTALIHX OrOHbKOB. $1 NMPHCJOHHJCA K CTEHE;, H3
KOMHaThl OTLa cJjbllianock yreHue H neuve. Erop Eroposuu
BBIKATHJCA OTTYy[a C OMJbIBAlOWLEH TOJCTOH CBEYOIO.

Bbl TyT? — ckasan oH MHe.— [lpofiauTe xe.

OH BTOJNKHYJ MeHSl B CMaJjibHIO.

[oBopuan, uto orteu oueHb yromuics. 1 aymatol.. Koraa
KOHUYHJIachb LepeMOHHS, BCe MOAXOAHIH K €ro MocTesH, KJja-
HAJHCb H NO3APaBJsJH.

[Moau, mo#i apyr, nosapasb ero,— ckasanaa MHe Jlwo-

60Bb AjleKCaHApOBHA, BO3BpALLASICh OTTYAA H Y He maaua.

$I mopoluen, H eciH HEOXOTHO, TO NOTOMY, YTO He XOTeJ

YMHOXaTb cO00I0 UHCJIO T€X, KTO €ro TPEeBOXHJ; i HCKPEHHO

COYYBCTBOBAJ CTPAJaHHIO, KOTOpPOe BHAEJN HAa €ro H3MydeH-

HoM JHue. §I B3Aa ero pyky, ropado nmoxkas ee W MOAHeC
K ry6am. OH orasny.Jcs.

— Yt0o TH 3TO! — CKa3asJ OH, BCTPENEHYBIUHCb, HO KakK-
TO-60pO H Beceso, ¢ BblpAaXKeHHeM WYTKH H HEXHOCTH, KO-
TOpOe MeJbKHYJ10 MHe 6YATO 3HaKOMOe, H ero pyka, cxumas
Mol10, Bniuaach B Hee. OH 3akpbla rjasa. § ewe xaan.

[To3BoabTe...— cKa3as KTO-TO, TPOHYB MEHS 3a MJ1e4o.

$1 nocropoHuscs; ero naJjblbl BbICKOJb3HYH. [Toane me-

HAl KJaHsJacbh B 3eMJio AslekcaHapa AsieKcaHapoBHA, SIBHB-

wascs HeM3BeCTHO KOraa, oHa BblicBOGOAHJIa oTKyaa-To [ly-

HeuKY H MPHIOAHAJA ee NOA PYKH Ha mocTedb. [lyHeuka TKHY-

Jdach JHUOM B rpyab oTua, nokyaa Asekcaniapa AJsexkcaHa-
poOBHAa LeJOBasa ero B J06.

— [lpowai, 6atiowka Hukona# IlerpoBHY,— BLIrOBO-
pH/ia OHa 0cO6eHHO SABCTBEHHO, 6e3 cJje3, 6YATO NMPHUHTaHbE.

$1 pactonkan kpyrom cebs u Bbibexasa H3 KOMHAaTbL
$1 ouHynca Ha cBoel nocresu, 6e3 MbicaH, 6€3 1BHXKEHHSA, HE
OT/IHYas WyMa B COOCTBEHHOH rosioBe OT WiyMa, MPOHCXOAHB-
uiero 3a mneperopojikoii. Mot otabix 6bln1 Hepoarui. Bowna
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Jlio6oBb AnekcaHApOBHa, ee ropHHuHass H ManaHbs co cBe-
4YOH OTbICKHBATb Kamnopbl H WyO6bl; A Jexasa Ha HHX. JI1060Bb
AneKcaHapoBHA TOBODHJA, YTO Tenepb fi NOYEMY-TO MOTY
6bITb COBeplUeHHO CMOKOEeH; caMa OHa yeaxaeT aomoi, Erop
Eroposuu orBeser [lyHeuKy; AusekcaHapa AnekcaHApOBHa
OCT4eTCA 3/eChb... Heab3a xe!

Yero «Heab3si» — 51 He NOHHMAaJ, HO MHe 6blJ10 BCe DaBHO.
OHa o6HANA MeHs M KpecTua. $1 Bbilles 34 Helo MalHHa/b-
HO H 3arasiHy.l B FOCTHHYIO; TaM CHAEIH He3HaKoMble JIOAH
H CBSILLEHHHKH. 5 OTBOpHJ/ ABepb K OTUY,— TaM OblIO THXO;
B YrJy Ha MOKPBLITOM CTOJHKe nepen o6pa3oM ropesa TOHEHb-
kaa cBeuka. OH cnaa. $1 BosBpaTusics K ceGe W He y3Han
CBOEH KOMHAaTbl. ByMaru, KHHrH ¢ NHCbMEHHOro ctosa ObliH
cBaJleHbl Ha NMOCTe/Nb, HA MeCTe HX CTOsIA caMoBap. AsnekcaH-
apa AneKcaHApOBHA pacnopsixajacb ¢ MOMOULbIO XO3SIHKH
H Mananbu. ITO 6bJIO 0XKHBJEHHO, MOYTH Beceso. Y MEUKH
CHAEJI CTAPbIH AbAYOK, YTO-TO paccka3sbiBaa H NHJA uai. MHe
TOXKE NpPeMJIOXKHIH CTaKaH 4aio.

— 3Haewb uTO,— CcKa3ana MHe AnekcaHapa AJnekcal-
LpOBHA, BbIXKAaB, KOrla Ha MHHYTY BbiluJa X03siiKa,— Thl
rnepexoaH K HaMm >KHTb. ¥ Hac KOMHaTa ecTb, HaBepXxy,— He
BHaaa? cseto, tenqo. 5 yx u Eropy EropoBuuy rosopuaa.
Te6Ge 6yner u NOKOHHO, H CTOJ...

Cama oHa nokamecT 3aBJjajena Moed KOMHATOH, XOTA
BCIO HOYb He JIOXHJacb H coBepluasa GecrnpecTaHHble nyre-
WeCTBHA OTTyda B KOMHATy oTua. 51 npusaer B rocTHHOH Ha
IMBaHe, M, BCAKHH pa3 npoxoas co cBeyolo, AsekcaHapa
AnekcaHnpoBHa okankana MeHs: «Cnuiub?»> PaHo yTpom oHa
vexaaa; ce cMmeHua Erop EropoBuu, u s Mor xors HeMHoro
VCIOKOHTLCH.

Heckonbko caeayoulnx AHeH mpowan B OXHAAHHH, Ge3
cyeTbl H lIyMa. 3HaKoMbIe OTLA NPHXOJAKJIH HaBelulaTb ero,
HO OH Obls1 MOCTOAHHO 6€3 NaMsATH, H OHH YXOIHJH CKOPO.
51 naraspencs Bcsikoro Hapoay. Co MHOH OHH pa3MeHHBa-
JHCb TONBKO MOKJOHAMH,— KOHEYHO, HC OTTOro, 4TO AeH-
KaTHO HEe XKejlaj i MeHsl TPeBOXHTb, & NPOCTO He HAaXOAHWJH,
uyTo rosopuTb. Mx npuuuman Erop EropoBuu. M on nouru
TaK XKe 1epxkaJjcsl co MHoio,— Mosaya. Hactynnna crpacr-
Has Heaeasi. Xo3stHKa noxkaJjoBaJacb, 4TO 3aBTpa BepOHoe,
TaK, Moxaayi, K Npa3iHHKY HH C uYeM He CNPaBHIULCSH, H
CNpOCHAA, OCTABJIO JH 51 3@ cO60H KBApTHPY? CKOpO nmepBoe
YHCJ0.

— A To Gbl 5 cefe NOKyaa XHJIbLOB MOHCKad,— MpPH-
6aBu.la OHa.
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Erop EropoBnu Bo3HeroaoBaJ, 4TO OHa FOHHT C KBapTH-
pbl YMHpalLero.

— BcsAkoMy cBoe; XHBOH XHBO€ H AyMaeT,— BO3pa3ua
1, Y10BJIeTBOPSASA ero norosopkoil.— Huinre cebe xKuablos,—
npubaBua s xossHke.

— Yro Bbl, Cepreiit HukonaeBnu? Kak xe... Uto Bbl cae-
Jaere...

OH orsiHyJCs Ha crnaJibHio.

— TaM KOHYMTCSl He CerogHsl, Tak 3aBTpa,— OTBeuaJ f,
3aMeTHO Nyrasi ero MOHM XJa/lHOKPOBHeM,— a caM s JlyMalo,
4TO MepecesioCb B MOCTHHHLY.

— He ayuuie au kKo MHe...— Hayaa OH.

— baaroaapio,— npepBan f,— s Bac CTeCHIO.

KoHuunnock, B camom aefe, B 3Ty Houb. [lo cayyaw cTpa-
CTHOH He[eJH C MOXOPOHAMH CrnelHAH. BblIH H YHHOBHHKH,
6bl1H pa3Hbie GOPMAJbHOCTH. ¥ MEHSI roJoBa l1j1a KPYrom.
CTONbKO UL, KOTOPbIX Sl HE 3HAJ HJH He NPHNOMHHAN, H Bce
MEHSl 3Hanu WJH MOMHHJH; BCE MPHCTYyNaJjd KO MHe C pac-
CMpOCaMH, ¢ YTELHTeJAbHbBIMH CEHTEHUHSIMH... TONbKO K Be-
yepy ocTaJjcst 1 OAHH. 3HAKOMble, APY3bs, YTEUIHTEH, Maa-
KaJbULHlbl HCMIOAHHAK CBOH 0T H OTNPABHAHCH OTAbIXATb.
51 cam HcnbIThIBaN 6JarogaTHoe OLYLIEHHe OT[blXa, XOTH B
yllax eule 3BeHe/H DPa3roBOphHl H NMeHHe, @ B AYUIHbBIX KOMHA-
Tax elle cTosa nadaH. J1 no3Ban ManaHbio H NpHKasan Bbl-
CTaBHTb OAHY 3HMHIOIO paMy. BbicTaBaATb paMbl, Koria Ha
[BOpe ellle CHer — [eJo HecabixaHHoe. ManaHbsi coobLuHIa
CBOE H3yMJIeHHe X03siiike; Ta npubexkasna npoTecToBaTb, YTO
A nopuy el goM. 1 3acTaBH.A ee MON4aATh, HAMOMHHB, YTO 10
NepBOro YHcJaa sl XO35IMH, 4TO APYTHX KHJAbLOB Yy Hee elle
HeT H nocJe NOKOHHHKA BPAL JIH CKOPO HaHAYTCs; a Masanbe,
KOrlla OHa KOHYHMJa C OKHOM, BeJsies] COHPAaTb CBOH MOXHTKH
H YXOAHTb, MOTOMY 4TO MHe ee 6ogbllle COBCEM He HYXHO.
Ato 6bl10 MOe nepBoe pacnopsixeHHe Ha CBoGoOLe.

$1 0TBOpH.1 OKHO; 6bIIO CBEXKO H THXO, PYUbH Ha TpoTyape
He 3acTbiBagH, B Hebe ropesau ABe-TpH 3Be3ibl. Bo MHe noa-
HAJNOCH KaKoe-TO HOBOe olLyllieHue; A pa3obpan ero H MoHs,
4yTO NIO6HA 6bl NPHPOAY, ecaH Obl OHA AiBAsiNacb MHe B GoJee
NpHBJAEKATeNbHOM BHAE. DTa MbiC/lb HAMOMHHJAA YTO-TO rO-
BOpeHHoe ¢ Mapbeit BacuabeBHoil v camyo Mapbio Bacuib-
eBHy. OHa He mpHe3kana 3THMH [HAMH, NOTOMY, KaK CKa-
3ana MHe Anekcanapa AJekcaHIpOBHA, YTO GOHTCA MepT-
BbIX. DTO Ha Hee moxoxe. $I o6elasncs BbIrOBOPHTb el 06
3TOM CTpaxe H CNpocHa cebsi, OTUEro e sl ero He YyBCTBYIO?
Mue Toabko crano rpyctHo. OrasabiBasicb M OTbICKHBas
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NpeaMEeTOB cTpaxa, sl Kak-To BADYr OCOGEHHO SICHO 3ame-
THJ, UTO $1 OLHH. .

— Bor noxaaoath 661 Mapbe BacnabeBHe,— ckasan
A1 cebe C ropbkoil ycMeWKO#.

[as Mosogoro uejoBeKa, MOJHONO CHJA H CO3HAHHA,
XH3Hb HauHHajsacb cpeiH HenpoOyAHOR I110OUIIOCTH, 6ecuBeT-
Ho, 6e3pangocTHo, GeccTpacTHo. Hu cpeacTs, HH cBsided, HH
obllecTBa, HH Ja)e KDYXKa, riae Obl B3JOXHYTb MPHBOJb-
Hee. [IpaBaa, s1 He Gbl1 ApPYXXeH C TOBAPHILAMH, HO H3 HHX
6blH Ke ellle 3HaKoMble. Bo Bce BpeMsi MeHs1 He HABeCTHJ HH
OAHH, XOTs1 6bl H3 NpHAHUKSA... U Bce neso B nenbrax! Ecan 6bl
OHH 3HaJIH, UTO s1 BCe-TAKH BJajlel0 NMOPSAAOUHOH CYMMOM,
ecqad Obl 1 caM 3HaJ 3TO roja ABa Hasal...

MeHsa BO3Myllaja 3Ta CKPLITHOCTb: 60SIC pacTpaTHTh,
KeJas clenaTb CIOPNPH3 CTYAEHTY, H notoMy Moavaa! He
BepHee JiH: 605J1CS, YTO MOJOAOH UeJOBEK 3aKOHHO noTpebyer
CpeACTB BOBpeMsi, KOrAa Aylia MPOCHT, He QOXKHAAACH, 4TO-
6bl onolJKjgach rofoBa H rpyAb BOrHyJach A0 YaxXOTKH?
«O6ecneuen Ha Gyayueel!!» Krto Bo3BpaTHT mnpoueguiee?..

M kak xe 51 o6ecneueH? uto s1 6yny jenarb? NMUTATbhCA HA
TMPOLEHTHI?..

$1 Bckouna W 3amertascsi no KomHare. 1o cux nop A 3Haxa
HYXAy, Tellepb cTosiia HHulera. O, s1 HeroxoBaJ 3aKOHHO!
BcAakas neyaab, Bcsikoe pa3HeXHBaioulee BOCIOMHHaHWe
6bl1H 6bl IJYNbl, MOCTHIAHBI, YHH3HTEbHbL. 5 6blt OcKOp6JIeH
H o6MaHyT... BpeMs H3rsaxHBaeT HeCUAaCTHA, HO H OHO He
IPHHOCHT NPOLLEHHS: 1 BEUHO MOMHIO 3TH MHHYTbI!

MHe 6bl10 Heo6XOAHMO BbicKasaTbesi. $I 3axker caewy,
OTblcKan B Oecrnopsiike cBOeH KOMHAaTbl BCe HYXHoe AJA
MHCbMa H BO3BPATHJCA B IOCTHHYIO. Hachkl NMPHHANHCL GHTb,
Korpa s BXxoaHJ. OHM BeuHO ObliH MHe HeHaBHCTHh. MHe
nonaja noa pykKy TOJCTas OTLOBCKAs MaJjKa, si YAapHJ el
Mo. MaATHHKY, MO UH$pepbaaTy, He 3HAalO;, 4yachbl 3a3BEHEJH,
3aTpellaji H ynajd Ha3emb.

$1 cen nucatb K ma tante. Ho, noaymaBn, si pewnjcs He
FOBOPHTb C HEIO TeM OTKDOBEHHbIM, HEXHbIM FI3bIKOM, KOTO-
pbiM H36anoBan ee. 51 NpocTO pacckasbiBaJg, UTO CJAYUHJOCH;
MOe MOJIOXKEeHHe BbICKa3blBaJoCh caMo co060i0, ecaH TOJbKO
OHa CKOJbKO-HHOYAb obpaulaja BHHMaHHe Ha BCe MHCAHHOe
el npexpae. OHa He MorJja He MOJy4yaTb MOMX MHceM; s1 064y-
MaJ 3TO: A caM BCeraa OTAaBaJjJ HX HA MOYTY; OCTAaBaJjgoOCh
y6eaHTbCSA, OblIK JH OTBeThl. I XOTes crnpaBHTbLCA 06 3TOM
3aBTpa B MNOYTOBOH KOHTOpE, a B HACTOALLYIO MHHYTY MOXHO
6bl10 MOUCKATb HX B 6Gymarax oTua. 51 nouesa B ero KOMHary.
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Erop EropoBnu oraan MHe KJIOYH OT WIKATYJKH H CTOJa,
KOTOpble MPH MHe 3anep; OH He MOT YHeCTH, eCaH 6bl TaM UTO
6bly10. $1 OTBOPHJ; TaM GblAO MOUTH MYCTO, HEMHOrO [eHer,
HEMHOTHe CTapbie CcyeTbl, cTapble MHCbMa. Jl0MXKHO O6biIThb,
OTell HHYero He xpaHuJ. MHe npHlaa No3aHAA AOraaka, uto
BCEro MeHbllle cTaJj 6Gbl OH XPaHHTb NepexBayeHHYIO NMepernuc-
Ky. 51 cToaa, 3aaymaBUIKCbh, AOCAAHO Tepsil HHTb TOrO, 4YTO
XOTeJ HanucaTb ma tante, 1 HeBOJIbHO MPHCAYLIHBAACH, Kak
KPYrom MeHs Bce ObLIO THXO.

Bapyr pasnancs cTyK B ceHHYK jaBepb. 51 mouTH Hcmy-
rajcsi, 6pOCHJI Ha3al B LWIKATYJKYy BCe, YTO H3 Hee BbIHY/,
3aUIeJIKHYJ K04 H ocTaBaJicsi Ha MecTe. BeposTHo, Hanps-
XeHHOe COCTOAHHe BCeX 3ITHX [AHell crenalio MeHs TaKHM
HepBHbIM. B nBepb ewe noctyyand. 91 BcnoMHua, uto Ma-
JIaHbsl, MOJYYHB CBOK OTCTaBKy, a X03fiKa, HMeA Ha MeHH
HEYJA0BOJIbCTBHE, He NOOGECIIOKOATCA OTBOPHTb, H NOLUes CaM.
[octe 6611 Erop EropoBuu. ¥Buas, uto i yAHBJEH NMO31HHM
BH3HTOM, OH CTaJ H3BHHATbCSH, YTO HE MOr MPHHTH paHblie,
OYeHb YCTaJ, PacCTPOEH, HO MEXIY TeM He MOI H He AyMarThb
060 MHe: Kak si OCTAloCb OAMH? H HauaJ yMOJATb MEHA OT-
NPaBHTbCA HOYEBATb K HeMY.

— $1 He cyeBepeH,— oTBeuas s, Npepjaras eMy cecTb
H Ccalficb,— KaK BHAHMTe, 51 [a)ke BrOJHe BJjanel coboio,
MOTOMY 4TO 3aHHMAIOCh.

3TO ero He yLOBJETBOPHJO, HAacTauBas, 4To MHe Gecrno-
KOHHO, OH, B CAMOM Jejle, HANOMHHJ MHe, uTo 1 6e3 npucay-
FH, @ BCe 3TH APA3TH MEHS YTOMHJIH.

— [loxany#i, noegemrte,— cKka3ajn si,— TOJbKO MO3BOJb-
Te MHe cobpaTbes.

51 ywen B cBOIO KOMHATY, B3sl] B JOPOXHbIH MeLOK Koe-
KakHe BelUlH M, Bo3Bpallaschb, yBuaena, 4to Erop Eroposuu
CTOHT B Pa3MblLIIEHHAX HA MOpOre KOMHaThl OTUA, B KOTO-
pPY10 TAHyJicS CBET H3 ABEPH TFOCTHHOHM.

— Hy-c,— cka3aa a1 4, npoxons, 3axJOMHya ABepb.

— Bor BHaHTe,— 3aroBopusi OH, 3acyeTsiCb, YTHpaschb
KJeTyaTbiM (YJAAPOM H JOBSI MeHA 3a pYKaB,— f1 MOHHMAIO,
4YTO BaM He xoTejocb Obl orciona, ocoO6€HHO B NepBbLIH ke
JleHb; HO Cpasy yX Jyulle, a TO 4 BOBCe He oTopBeTech... Man
yX f ¢ BAMH 31€Cb OCTaHYCb... A TO, Ka)eTcs, TO4HO, 6YATO
Al Bac ¢ nepBoH MHHYTbl MOKHHYJI...

He orBeuas, 1 HAKHHYJ WIHHEAb H KJAHKHYJ H3 KYXHH XO-
3s1iiKy. Erop EropoBuu 6pocuiacst uckatb cBOW wanky. $ npu-
Ka3saJ 3anepeTb CTaBHH, MOTacHTb OrOHb, MO3BaJi H3BO3UHKA
H, caAsicb, 3anJaTtuja Bnepen 3a noe3axky. Erop EroposHu He-
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CKOJLKO oToponeJs. S MoJauyan BCiO AOPOTY, MOKA Mbl JLOCTHI-
JIH ero »KHJHLLA.

— H3BHHHTE Ke,— cKa3aa f, BXoAda,— ecad A 6e3 LUe-
PEMOHHH NOMpOWY Bac NMO3BOJHTb.MHe ceidyac Jedyb cCrnaTkb.

Crapbii XOJOCTAK XHJ A0BOJbHO KOMMOPTHO; OH NpHBE]
MEeHSl B UHCTEHbKHH KaOuHeT, rae MHe Oblja y>X rotroBa Mo-
CTeNb: MeHs KAa/JH. MHe OueHb XOTeJOCh BbiCMATbCA YTPOM,
HO MeHst pa3byauan paHo. CMYTOBbI, y3HaBLUHe, YTO sl HO-
Yyylo B HX COCeACTBe, NMpHcaasi npocHTb K cebe. Erop Eropo-
BHY yX BCTaJ M TOPOMHJ TNOBHAATbCA 10 OOG€IHH, MOTOMY
4yto oHHM rosead. OH Moiesa co MHOIO.

— JIpyr MOii,— HeCKOJIbKO TOpXKeCTBeHHO BCTpPeTHJa
mensa Jlio6oBb AnekcaHapoBHa,-— 1 6yay TeGs MPOCHTb —
He OTKaXH. §I ceroiHs HCNOBeAbIBAlOCh, FOTOBJIOCH K BeJH-
KOMY Jleqy; 3TO MHe oTpano#t 6yner...

M o6e NpHHANHCH YMOJATb MEHAl XHTb Y HHX; Al He ycne-
BaJ BCTABHTb CJOBA, KAK MHe BbICUHTbIBAJHCh BCe ya006cTBa
M Bce HX yTeuieHHe. MHe HaKOHeW ylaJjoCb BbIFOBOPHTb, UTO
51 He >KeJlalo XXHTb AapoM, a TAKHC POCKOLUH, noXaJjayH, 6y-
AyT MHE He Mo cpeacTBaM.

-— Tonbko-TO? — 3aKpH4YyaJH OHH B OAHH roJoc, a 3a-
Tem J11060Bb AnekcaHapoBHa pacnsakagach, a AsekcaHapa
AJleKkcaHIpOBHA pacxoxoTaJjach.

— Ox, corpewnwb ¢ To6OH B BeHKYyl cpeay! YMopu-
TeJbHbIH Tbi desoBek! [la Beab KOMHAaTa HaBepxy cCTOAJa
H BeK CTOMT MycTasi, a pacxod,— rie Tpoe, TaM 4eTBepTblH,
M nocsioBHUA Takas ecTb. Hy, cBeuky Te6e JHLWHIOW; NOKO#-
HUK FOBAapHBaJ, YTO Tbi BCe rna3a Nno Hoyam Hcuutada. [loau
Tbl, Kakoe pasopeHbe! M Heuero ero caywars, Jlo6yiwka.
51 BoT nofiay ceduac orpsixky ¢ Tobo# [lenareio; cryna# c6u-
pal csoe n06po Aa Be3H ClO4a, [IOKYyAa MOPO3 AEPXKHT.

51 HacTauBas Ha CBOEM.

— Jywa Mosi,— Bcrynuaachk Jlio60Bb AsleKCaHAPOBHA,
O6YATO BJAOXHOBJAAACH,— Aa Bedb JlyHeuky Tbl yuHwb!

— $l He HMel0 BO3MOXHOCTH N1aBaTb YPOKOB [1apoM,—
BO3pa3u.a 1.

J11060Bb AnekcaHapoBHa Aa)Ke HCMyraJach.

— Jla A He XOTeJ1a 3TOro0 K cKasaTb,— 3ar0BOpPHJA OHA,—
Kak MOXHo papom! PasBe a mory te6e 3TO NpPeANOKHTBL?
[ocnoab ¢ To60H, kKak MoXHO! 51 xoTena ckasaTb, YTO 3a Bce,
YTO Tbl, MO ApYr, ANA Hauie# J[yHeukH cienan, 3a Bce TBOe
070/ 2KEHHeE...

— Ho A He xouy npHHHUMAaTb OAOJKEHWH! — mpepBaJ 1.

— Ho kak xe Tbl XHTb 6yaellb?
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— KoHeyHo, 6eano!

— Focnoan 6oxe! C kem?

— C keM cayuHurtes.

— Jpyr mo#i, uto TeGe 3a panoCTb...

— [la ewe c keM cBsxewbcs! — npubGaBuna Anekcauia-
pa AsnlekcaHApOBHA.

Cnop 6bi1 OueHb LOATHH.

— A Hy Te6s coscem, eii-60ory, HarpewHinb! — BCKpH-
yana onstb Anekcanapa AnekcauaposHa.— Hy, nasail top-
roBaTbCsA, KOJH Thl Takoi! Thl 6epelib 3a yueHbe wWwecTb py6-
Jed B Mecsl,— 6epH NOJOBHHY H OCTaBalca y Hac.

— Ha tpu py6bsasi MHe XHTb HeueM,— BO3pa3ua f,— a
XHBA y Bac, i MpHHY>XAeH 6yly OTAaBaTb BCe Moe BpeMs
HyHeuke... .

— 3auem xe? — BMmewaJscs Erop Eroposuu.— Bac ue
CTeCHAT B BalleM BpeMeHH. 51 BaM LoCTaHy elle YPOKH.

$1 xone6ascsi, TOTOMY UTO CTpaLLIHO ycTad.

— Hy, nmo pykam, uto sau? — BcKpHuasaa Anekcanapa
Anekcaupposua.— C ycTynko#?

OHa 3axoxoraJa.

— Ha3Bosabre,— cKkasaga fi,— s corjaceH.

— A 7 — Her,— npepBasa BaxkHo Jli060Bb AJsekcaHa-
pOBHAa,— He XOUy si HUKaKHX YCTYMOK, TOPrOB 3THX. Y POKH
IyHeukn camu o ce6e; KOMY ellle OH CaM 3aXxoyeT 4aBaTb,—
KaK XouerT, ero BoJisl. A A1 xouy, uTo6 OH Y MeHsl, B TaMsATb €ro
OTHA, KaK CblH POJHOH »XHJ; UTOO YCIOKOHTb Mbl €0 MOTJIH,
CKOJIbKO B HALIHX CHJAX...

Ha nocnenuux caoBax ee cjae3bl 3akamaiad. OHa npors-
HyJa MHe CBOH OODbATHA. Bbl10 HEOOXOAHMO YCTYNMHTb e
H corqacHTbcs GesycaoBHo. M mopa 6bia: 3a6naroBecTHJH
K obenHe.

— Hy, cnasa 6ory! — ckasana, kpecTsicb H MOAHMUMA-
Acb, Jlio6oBb AnekcauaposHa.— Tenepb st MOTY C CMOKO#-
HOM aywoM... A Bo3Bpallych, Teb6s YK 34ecb HaMLy, Apyr
Tbl MO#!

— A Tl BOpPOTHWbLCA, YaH Ha cToJe 6yaer,— 3aKJIOUuH-
Ja, obpaulanch Ko MHe, Anekcauapa AnekcaHapoBHa.— $l He
roBelo, K cayxbe He nmoay, 60or npocTHT. MHe elle TyT fenaa
MHoro. Ilpa3gHHK BMecTe BCTpETHM...

— Beaukuit npasanuk! «HMabasnenne ckopbeit»! — npo-
wenrana Jlio60Bb AsekcaHapoBHa, yaaasisCh.

Upes HecKkoJbKO MHHYT ee, B OTDOMHOM Kamnope H lybe,
nepeBOH/A 1O JYXKAaM CJYXaHKa; OHHM LWIJIH B UepKoBb. [1y-
Heuka, B TaKOM Xe CTpallHOM Kamope, Nnpbirasa 3a HHMH.
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$1 Buaen sTy nmpoueccHio, Bo3spaulasch k Eropy Eroposuuy.
OH ynep»as MeHsl, KOria st XoTeJ exaTh Ha CBOK KBapTH-
py, TOJIKOBaJ uTO-TO 06 OMeKe, KOTOPYIO, BEPOATHO, Ha3Ha-
YyaT HalA0 MHOMH, HO, TaK KaK Y MeHs HeT HMeHHd, 3T0 OyneT
HeCJOXHO H 1J8 MeHs HecTecHHTesqbHo. O60 BCceM, UTO MHe
HY>KHO, OH MPOCHJ 06pallaTbhC K Hemy.

— Tak Mbl NOJIOXHJH ¢ GaTOWKOH,— NpHGABHA OH,—
a BOT, Kak Bbl YCTPOHTECb Ha MeCTe, BO3bMHTE Yy MeHsl BallH
6ueTbl. OHY Bceraa y MeHst XpaHHJHCh.

— OT HCKYLUIeHHS? — COpPBAJOCh Y MeHSl HeBOJbHO.

— OT HCKyLUIeHHS,— OTBeyaJ OH CO B3JOXOM,— Bbl CAMH
3HaeTe, UTO Hyxaa 6biBaja.

$1 He BHAas HYXAbl MOEro OTUA, HO CaM 4acTo HyXxjaJj-
csl; OOGBSICHATb 3TO, KOHEUHO, He CTOHJIO.

— OgnHako NpHWJIO BpeMs no4aTb 3TO COKpOBHLle,—
CcKasaJ si,— § MONpoly Yy Bac Tenepb 3TH OHJIeTbl: MHe CeH-
yac Hano 6yaeT pacnjauyHBaTbCs.

OH cTan yBepsiTh, UTO TaM, HA KBApPTHDe, HHUETrO He HYyX-
HO, 4TO y Hero elle OCTaJHCb JeHbIH H3 BbLAAHHLIX Ka3HOH
Ha MOXOpOHbl, MOKa3biBaJa cueTbl. Bce 3TH rpouioBbie HTOTH
MHe HajoeaH. DHJeTbl OH OTAaJ], HO HaBsA3aJCA exaTb €O
MHOIO Ha KBapTHpy. Bopouem, notoM s 6bl1 3TOMY pai: OH
CUHTa/NCs C XO3fHKOH, pacnopsixkaljcs nepeBo3kol. BosHs
B CTapoM XJame, B CTapoOM MJaTbe MOAHHMAaJsa BO MHE TOL-
HOTYy. §1 cobpas cBOW BellH H KHHIH H npepocrasua Eropy
EropoBHuy 3aHATbCSI OCTAJbHBIM.

— MhHe HHuero He HyxHo. Heab3s au ycTpoutb, uto6
3TO MHe H Ha rjasa He nomajajnocb? — cKa3saja s.-— bBpocbre
BCe Kyaa-HHOyab.

OH B3r/siHyJ Ha MEHs C HCIYroM; st elBa JaepKaJjcsi Ha
HOrax OT YCTaJoCTH.

— Bam aypHO? — cnpocH.a OH H MOABHHYJ MHE KpecJo.

CTyK 3TOro Kpecsa HempHsITHO pa3jaJjcsi B MycroTe; f
B3aporHya. Erop EropoBuu, pactepaBlHch, 3acyeTnics elue
6oablie.

— $1 yeny,— ckasana s.

— Jla, na, aydiue yeaxairte, He paccTpanBaiitecb. S cGe-
py. 1 3Halo, 4TO BaM OCTaBHTb HAa MaMSATh...

— Huuero! Bpocbre Bce! — noBTOpHA £, yX0a8 B NpH-
X0XYI0.

OH caeana 3a MHOH riasaMi, Kak 6yaATo s wes He B Ty
aBepb. 5| NMOHAN ero MbICJAb, OCTAHOBHJACA HAa MHHYTY H MpH-
6aBHJ:

— $1 HHYero He Mory BHAETb!
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OH BO3pa3ua MHe 4TO-TO, HO A1 YXK Gbln Ha Kpbliblie. Be-
CeHHHUI Ten bl BeTep ocBexHa MeHs. Ilepeysok 6bla Hena-
JIEKO OT I'JIaBHOH YJIHLbI; 1 MOBepHYJa Tyaa. Tam Oblj10 Kak-To
eule cBeTsee, cBo6OHee; YHCTAash MOCTOBAs, HECKOJbKO OT-
BODEHHbIX OKOH, LLBETbl B OKHaX H KOJbIXaloLlHecss 3aHaBec-
KH, CTYK €31bl, 1BHXeHHe,— BCe CMOTPeJIO Beceso, No-npasi-
HU4HOMY. [1pa3aHuk 6bll B caMOM fese GJAH3KO, K HEMY yX
roToBHAHUCHL. [lpea MmarazuHaMH CTOSIH KapeTol, lBeH Ge-
rajd ¢ KaptoHikamu. MHe BcTpeTHsach oaHa 3HakoMasn, Oe-
JIOKYpeHbKas, ¢ B3LePHYTbiM HOCHKOM, KaK CeHuac ee BHXY,
xoTs 3a6blq ee HMA. OHa OCTAHOBHJACh, MOXAaJOBaJach,
4TO MHOro paboThi, Mo)aJjeJaa, 4TO CO MHOH, K MPa3iHHKY,
CJAYUYHJIOCb HecyacTbe, H CIPOCHAA, He HAY JH A cebe 3a 06-
HOBKOH. OHa HanmoMHHAa HeO6XOAHMOCTb, KOTOPYIO 1 L&BHO
co3HaBaJj. ¥ MeHsl ABHJOCb XKapKoe KeJaHHe OOHOBKH H Ka-
Kas-To pebaveckas paloCTb, UTO Al MOTy ceidac YIOBJETBO-
pHTb eMy. Duaerhl Jexanu y MeHs B KapMaHe. MeHATb HX
B JlaBKax 6blJ10 6bl goaro, xJaonotauso. Erop Eroposuu uto-to
roBopHuJ, 6YATO §, HECOBEePLIEHHOJETHHH, Jydlue cienaao,
ecJH He Oyly HX MOKa3biBaTb; YTO HX cAeA0Ba0 6bi M0 CMep-
TH OTLla oneyaTtaTb, KOMY-TO 3aABHTb... He nomHio. MHe 6bla
3HAKOM coaepxKaTesb FOCTHHHLbBI, I'ie A NHTaaca. S Bolwen
TyAa H Bbi3Bas ero B nyctoii Homep. Ilocse oueHb HepoaTHX
neperoBopoB OH pa3MeHJ MHe OAHH MeJaKHH Oujer, caalko
B3rJiSHYB Ha JpyrHe, Koraa s Bol6HpaJa ero W3 6yMarkHHKaA.
OH B38J1 XHIOBCKHH NpPOMeH, HO 3aTO, KOriaa f MONpPOCHJ
no3aBTpakaTb, YyrOCTHJ MeHsi 6ecnaaTHo o6pa3uyHKaMH TOro,
4YTO TOTOBHJIOCH K CBATOH, H3BHHAACH, YTO B TAaKOH BEeJHKHH
JAeHb, KaK HACTOfILLHH, B CTPACTHYIO CPEALY, Y HEro HHUero He
OblJIO Ha KyXHe, Ja»e MOCTHOro. 51 cMeaJcs ero H3BHHEHHAM,
OH CaM He MeHbllie, TONbKO MPOCHJ He BblAaBaTb €ro: OH 6bla
UEpPKOBHbIM CTAapOCTOH KaKOro-To MpHXoaa.

51, BnpoueM, crneuwids 3aBTpakaTb H OTNPaBHJCH K MOPT-
HoMmy. JlyuwHil mopTHO# — Bceraa Aoporoii,— cjaenoBaTeb-
HO, B MPOBHHLHAJbHOM ropoje He 3aBaJjeH paboToi H beper-
CAl WHTb B KAKOH YrOAHO CPOK, KOraa He topryioTtcsa. MHorue
CTHIAAATCA NMPH3HABATbCA B TOM, UTO Ha3blBAOT MAAOAYLIHbBI-
MH JBHXXEHHAMH. 51 He cuHTalo MaJjodyllHeM TOro paaoCTHO-
ro OLYLIEeHHA, KOTOPOE HCMbITbIBAJ, 3aKa3biBaf H3ALLHYIO
napy nJjarbsi, ToH 3a60Tbl, ¢ KOTOpOi#l 06bACHAI CBOH BKYC
H CBOH MPHBLIYKH, TOrO YAOBOJbCTBHA, Koraa ybeauacs, uto
MeHsl MoHHMaJaH. TONbKO AHKAapb HJH yNpsiMell He CO3HaeTcH,
4YTO HeyAaBIUAfACA napa NJaTbd e€CTb yTpaTra — HE MaTepH-
anbHas, a yTpara OXHAaHHH, HadeX A, OCKOpOJeHHe 3CTeTH-
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4yeckKoro 4yyBcTBa. BesiMkoe noc/ieacTBHe HHUTOXHOH MPHUH-
Hbl: HCNOpPYEHHbBIH KYCOK TKAHH — MOPTHT XapakTep de-
JoBeka!

S1 nocenunca y Cmyrosbix. [1pa3gHuk 6bl1 paHHHH, No-
roaa cKBepHasi, M NpHILIOCH CHAETb AoMa. JTO, BIIpOUeM,
6bl10 KCTaTH B MOoeM nosioxKeHHH. CAHILKOM HelaBHHH Tpayp
He MO3BOJIAJ MHe NPHHHMAaTb yyacTHe B O6UIECTBEHHbIX YIO-
BOJIbCTBHAX, H MOTOMY S OrpaHHYMJICH HEKOTOPbIMH BH3H-
TaM¥ — K Matepd TajHUbIHA, Tle MOXHO OblIO BCTPETHTD
nopsiagoyHoe obuiecTso, kK BeTnHHbIM, rae MHe OblH palbl.
BetauH, x0T nycroBaThiil, HO AOOpbIA MaJjbif, XKaJesa, YyTo
NaBHO He collesacsi co MHoW Oauxe. 1 0O6BACHHA eMy, uTO
NponyuleHHOe elle He MOTepPAHO H UYTO Mbl YCTPOHMCS, Kak
NpUsAITHEe NMPOBOAHTb BpeMsi. [J0oBO/bHO 6GecTakTHbii npHeM
m-me TaaHuUbIHOH NOLAEP>KaJ MOI0 NPHXOTb NOCMOTPETD,
YTO Takoe o6llecTBO APYroro Kpyxka. 51 6bi1 4 y Mapbu
BacuabeBHbl; oHa B3ayMaJga Oblio cob0Je3HOBAThb H axaTb,
HO Al pa3 HaBceraa oObsiBHJ elf, UTO He TepnJio COCTpadaHHd
H He XeJalo Brepel HHKOria 3aBOAHTb MNOACOHbLIX peued.
JoMma s npoBoaHa Becb AeHb y ce6d HaBepxy, uHTas, Habpas
KHHT H3 ny6auuHoi 6ubanoTekH, rae aboHupoadacs. [Tpex-
ne 3ta Oub6aHoTeka Oblla AN MeHS HeAOCTyNHa; OTell BO-
obpaxaJ, 4TO 1 MOTY YAOBJIETBOPATbLCA KJAaCCHKaMH H3 THM-
Ha3HH M TeM, UTO CaM OH npejasaraj MHe IO CBOEMY BKYCY.
MoHu xo3sfiky, 671aroroBesi nepea TeM, YTO A JeXY C KHHIOH
B pYKax, TPDEBOXXHJH MEHS TOJbKO AJS NMPH3bIBA KyllaTb, 4YTO,
BIpoYeM, Aesajoch pa3 uwecTb B AeHb. JlyHeuka OT MeHs
npstanacb. ITo Aaxe 3aMeTHaa AsekcaHapa AseKcaHApOB-
Ha H YCIIOKOHBaJa ee, UTO Ha Npa3JgHHKax f He 3alaM el
ypokos. HaeswHch, octaBanoch cnatb. CHavyana MHe Mela-
JH KOJIOKO.1a, 3BEHeBILUHEe LeJbld JeHb Ha COCeAHEeH LEepKBH,
NOTOM § NPHBbIK K HHM H 3achinaj Ha rpoMajHOM JOXe,
KOTOp(€ MHe YCTPOHJIH. KoMHaTa Oblja npocTOpHa H AOBOJb-
HO BbiCOKA; OJHO OKHO Ha nJjollaab, Apyroe B caa. [loBTopus
ewe pa3 Eropy EropoBuuy, uTo He Xouy BHAeTb HHYEro H3
TOro, 4yto 6blJIO y Hac B AoMe, 1 H36aBHA ce6si OT HaAOeBLIHX
MHe MpeAMeTOB; Bbiroja BblllJa ABOHHasi: 1 crnac cBoe pac-
noJoXKeHHe ayxa H noayuyua or Eropa EroposrHua nopsiaou-
HYIO CYMMY, BbIDYYEHHYIO OT NpoAaxH 3Tux Bewei. OH gaxe
npeactasHa MHe cuyeT. Ho HeHaBHCTHble yachl, KOTopble 1,
Ka)ketcs, 106pPOCOBECTHO NOCTapaJcs YHHUTOXHTb, HCMpaB-
JIleHHble,  OTYHUIeHHble, ONATb  LleJKaJ¥ Ha  CTeHe
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y Eropa EropoBHua; OH KynuJa HX, AOJIKHO ObiTb, A5 CyBe-
HHpa: Haflo6HOCTH B HHX He 6bL10. BhiBas y Hero, s aenan
BH/J, YTO HX He 3ameualo, Booblue He jgaBag cebf JIOBHTb
Ha pa3HblX YyBCTBHTEJbHOCTAX H CKOPO yOeaHacs, uTo aedad
6aaropa3ymHo: MHe 6bl He jaaJH nokosf. buaarouecrHBble
JleBbl CYHTAJIH HH BCAKHX TOMHHOBEHHH H MOJIEHHH H yCTPOH-
BaJlH BCe 3TO HeOObIKHOBEHHO TOpXXecTBeHHO. $I, KOHeuHo,
MOKOPSIJICS TOJNbKO B PeAKHX CJyudasix, KOria MpHJIHUHA yxKe
HelpeMeHHO TpeGOBaJH MOEro INPHCYTCTBHA INpH obpsaax.
BnocneacTBuu st MpHBBIK K CTYKY KaJIHTKH, KOTOPbIA BCAKHH
JdeHb Ha 3ape Bo3seilaJ, 4to J1io60Bb AseKcaHApOBHa OT-
npaBHJacb K paHHeH obesnHe.

C OKOHUaHHeM NpPa3/HUKOB BO30GHOBHJIHCH MOH 3aHATHSA
B THMHa3HH H ypoku JlyHeuku. Erop EropoBuu, BepHblfi
cBoeMy ofellaHHIO, NPeAJOXKHJ MHe elle YPOK B OQHOM 60-
raToM AOMe, Tle CaM YYHJ 4YeMY-TO. DTO Obl10 YXK CJIHIIKOM
nocnewHo. ITpoTekunss 3Toro rocnoiHHa, HeJOBKOCTb [10J10-
JKeHHf, CKyKa — BCe BOOOpa3n/a0Cb MHe pa3oM, H 1 OTrOBO-
pHJICSI, UTO MHe HeKOriaa, UTo fl TOTOBJIOCb K 3K3aMeHy, a,
noxkanyi, BO3bMy 3TOT ypOK, nepefias B MATbIA KJaacc, Je-
TOM, Ha BAaKalHIO — eCJH TOJNbKO He yely K CBOUM POAHbIM
B MockBy. 51 B camoM aese 310 3aayMaJ. Y3HaAB MOJOXH-
TeJbHO Ha MouTe, YTO MHCeM KO MHe He Obl10, A XoTeJ pa-
abickaTb ma chére tante. OHa He oTBeuasna MHe H Ha nocJaej-
Hee H3BeCTHe O CMepPTH OTLA, XOTHA A NOoCJaJ ero CTpaxoBbiM
H NoApo6GHO aaf CBOH anpec.

BecHa HaunHasach npenectHasi. OTpaAHO BCIIOMHHAIO 3TY
NepBYIO BECHY MO€H IOHOCTH; 1 Obisl cBOOOAEH, 51 Obl1 MOKOEH.
KpyroM roBopH/iH, YTO BpeMeHa TsKeJjbie, UTO Bece/be HH-
KOMY Ha yM He HAeT, BOHHa, 3aboTra, NOpPOrOBH3HA4, Heypo-
XKah, cTpaxH, cjesbl... C Kako# ropao MOJOAOCTbIO MOBTO-
psia 51 ceGe, UTO MHe HM 10 uero 3toro Her gesna! CTpaHHbI
Ka3aJHCb MHe yHblible BCTpeuHble JHUA; OHH OYATO Herono-
BaJlH Ha MeHs, MeXAy TeM Kak si 6bl1 60/blue BNpaBe Hero-
[I0OBaTb Ha HHX, pa3pyllaiolUlHX FapMOHHIO CBeTa, MPocTopa,
NOKOSA, KOTOPHIM f Hacaa)aajacsi. MeHs cMeWwHaIH B3LOXH
MOHMX CTapbix AeB H HaxmypeHHoe deno Eropa Eroposuua,
Koraa, 6biBaso, OXHBJEHHBIH, BeceJO YCTajablH, s BO3Bpa-
11aJCs1 BeuepoMm, H Bce 3TO OOLLEeCTBO YKOPH3HEHHO MOAHH-
MaJjo Ha MeHsl B30pbl H3-3a JHCTOB raseTbl, MOpa)KeHHoe
MoeH OblcTpoH MOXOAKOH, 3BOHKHM CMeXOM, BOIPOCOM, He
OTHOCSLIHMCSL K TOMY, YTO HX norJjowaJso. 51 He mewan MM
ropeBaTb, €CJIH HM 3TO HPABHJOCb; He MOSl BHHA, €C/JH fl He
MOr MM couyBcTBOBaTb. Oanaxabl Kak-to Jlio6oBb AJek-
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CaHpOBHA monbiTajach 6bl10 BO36YIHTh BO MHE CO4YBCTBHE
K «BEJTHKOMY N€1y», KaK OHa KpaCHOPEYHBO BbIPa3Haach, HO
KOHTpOBepChl' ¢ Hel OblH Obl CMelUlHbl, a BMellaTeJbCTBa
Eropa EroposHnua s TBepao pelnnacs He ponyckatb. Ha oaHo
€ro 3aMeuyaHHe f NPOCTO OTBETHJ, UTO He HYXAAIOCh B COBe-
Tax. 310 6bl10 BHIpaXeHO TaK YUTHBO H JOBKO, UTO CTaphii
felaHT He cpa3y coob6pa3HJ, 4TO €My OTKa3aJjH OT MecCTa
HaCTaBHHKA, HO, COOGpPa3HB, MPHTHX H TOJbKO XMYDHJCS.
$1 mocraBua ce6e npaBHIOM He O6pallaTb BHHMaHHs Ha Mo-
N06Hble BellH. MeHSl He MOIMVIH HH B UeM YNPEKHYTb: 1 BCAKHHA
deHb 6blBas B THMHAa3HH, cTapaTe/lbHO 3aHHMaJICA C MoeH
yueHHUe#H, He 3acTaB/A] K 1aTh cebs k o6eny, a Aasl NO3AHHX
BE€UEeDHHX BO3BpallleHHH ¢ pa3pelileHHS XO35leK Ha CBOH CO6-
CTBEHHble JeHbrH cAeJa] B ABepsxX NMOABE3Aa 3aMOK, KOTO-
Pblfi MOT OTMHPATbLCHA H-H3HYTPH H CHapyxH. S ycTpoHa 3To,
€1Ba Y HHX MOCeJHJCH, H HA NepBbIH pa3 3TO, KaK HOBH3HA,
npHBeNO B BOCXHLleHHe AJjekcaHapy AnekcanapoBHy; Jlio-
60Bb AsleKCcaHAPOBHA TPOTraTeJbHO MNOHAJAA, YTO S HHKOTO
He XOuy 6ecnOKOHTb; JIEeTHOH BEYHO CMAALLHX FOPHHUHBIX 6bl1
MHe oueHb 6sarogapeH, a f1 6bl1 cBo6onaeH. [lepBoe Bpems
fl, KOHeYHO, peAKO MOoJb30BaJCA MOHM RBOHHBIM KJIOUOM, HO
KOrja cocTaBHJCs Haw kay6 y BetrauHa, koraa cranau ycTpo-
HBAaTbCSl MHKHHKH, TYJAHbA, pa3Hble yLOBOJbLCTBHSA, MHe CaY-
4aJoCh ellle He ycneBaTb YCHYTb, Kak pasaaBaJcs 61arosect
K 3ayTpeHe H 1IOpPOX BCTaBaHbsl JIi060BH AJleKcaHAPOBHbIL.
B noMe HHKorpa He 3HaaH O6CTOATENBHO yaca MOEro BO3-
BpallleHHs; 3T0 6bla0 3a6aBHO.

Jto 3Hana Mapba BacuibeBHa, H efl 3TO He HPaBHJOCH;
fl paccKasaJs eil H3 IrJynoH OTKPOBEHHOCTH, BepHee, NOTOMY,
4TO NpHuaoch K caoBy. OHa B3AyMaJsa 4YHTaTb MHe MOpaJb,
Ho Mapbe BacuabeBHe, yXX HHCKOJbKO He LepeMOHACb, A
o6bAABHJ, 4TO He Tepnaio mopaju. OHa Bckope H cama yGe-
AHNacCh, YTO 3THM TOJIbKO OTAAJHT MeHA H el xe OyldeT cKyu-
Hee. OHa ToXe cTana cOHpaTb 3HAKOMbIX, A€J1aTb BEUEPHH-
KH, YCTPOHBAaTb NPOTryJKH; MOe MPHCYTCTBHE OAYILEBJAJO
3TH 3aTeH, CJel0BaTeJbHO, HYXXHO OblJIO MOALEPNKHBATH XO-
polliee pacrnoJioXKeHHe Moero Ayxa...

Mo# 3k3ameH wen yaayHo; i ADJIKEH MPHMHCATb 3TO
MoeH HeOObIKHOBEHHOH 1apOBHTOCTH, MOTOMY UTO 3aHHMAJCA
MaJio, B MPOMEeXYTKax YAOBOJbCTBHH H JleHH — HEBOJbHOTO,
HEO6XOAHMOro CJaeJCTBHA (H3HUecKoro yTomJjeHus. 5 o6ay-
MblBaJl, KaK Pachno/IOXXHTb MOHM BpemeHeM. Bbuio Hauano

! cnopu (oT ¢ppany. controverse).
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Hionsa. CayuaitHo B JaBKax ABO€ He3HAKOMbIX KyMUOB Mo-
MAHYAH ¢amuavio ma tante. §I Bmewancs B pa3roBop H
y3HaJ, 4TO OHH Ile-TO Ha 10pore BCTPETHJIH ee MYyxa, eLy-
ero B CapaToBCKYI0 AepeBHI0 «C ceMeMcTBOM». § He Mor
JIOCNPOCHTLCA, H3 KOTO COCTOAJNIO 3TO CeMeHCTBO — OAHH .TH
nouepH, eHa JAH ¢ HUMH. HckaTb ee B MockBe 6bl10 6bi
coMHHTesnbHO. JleToMm MockBa He npeactaBsissa HHYero 3a-
MaHYHBOro; BOHHA HaBOAWJA HA BCeX YX CJHUIKOM MHOrO
CKYKH, €XaTb He CTOHJO. _

Konuns ¢ nocneanumu ¢opmMasbHOCTAMH 3K3aMeHa, Mo-
Jy4HB CBOH GuJjeT, s Bo3Bpaluajcs H3 riMHasud K Cmyro-
BeIM. TaM 0XHAajJH 3TOr0 BEJHKOr0 COObITHA — MOEro
nepexoaa B NATHIA KJacc, W, e1Ba s1 OTBOPHA ABepb, AJe-
KcaHapa AunekcaHApoBHa MNpPHBETCTBOBAJa MEHsS TpOMO-
rJ1acHO:

— UYectb umeem! Yectb nmeem!

— §1 ewme n3nanu Buaena, Kak oH uwea, Mo rony6unK,—
NpOMOJIBHAIA, MpocJse3sch, J11060Bb AneKkcaH1poBHA.

MeHs1 3aK/1104HAH B OOBATHSA, HA CTOJIE ABHJHCH MHPOTH,
H 6bl1a oTnpasieHa nociaaHHHua 3a Eropom EropoBuuem.
S yxe naBHO NpHBBIK KO BCeM MNpa3JlHOBAHHAM H BceH 06-
PALHOCTH, KOTOpble CBATO cO6/I0OAANHCh B 3TOM 1oMe. [leBbl
XKeJjald TOPXKEeCTBOBAaTb MOH YCIIeXH — fl HE Mellan HM, TeM
Gonee 4ToO NUPOT Gbla xopolu H Anekcanapa AseKkcaHApOBHA
C 3TOrO JHA pa3pelinna roTOBHTb AJSi MEHS CKOPOMHOe. Bbia
KaKoH-TO MocT. '

— IloroBea c HaMH HeaeabKy, H 6ynet, a TO Noxyjaeer,—
NPHroBapHBajd oHa.

SiBunach 1 Mapbs BacuabeBHa; ee 6yATO He XKAAJNH, HO
OoHa 6blna 0c06eHHO HapsiAHA W, N0AaBast MHE PYKY, THXOHb-
KO cKa3sana:

— Ilo3apasasiio Bac.

3710 yX 6bla0 rayno.. 1 Haxmypuacsa. Efi oyenb xoresoch,
4TO6bl i 3aMEeTHJ1 ee HapfAA, C HrOJOUYKH, N0 HOBOH TOraall-
HeH NaTpHOTHUeCKOH Moje: khaeTuaTas w06Ka, B noapaKaHHe
KPEeCTbSIHCKHM IOHeBaM, Genas py6allka cO MHOXEeCTBOM
KpacHOro KyMaua, Ha luee KOPOJibKH, rpaHaTbl W 60JblIOH
KpecT. KaxeTcs, 310 Ha3biBajocb «onoJuenkoi». Erop Ero-
POBHY MpHilies B BOCXHLIEHHeE.

— JlaBHO nopa,— TBepAHN OH,— BCNOMHHTb POJHOH
KOCTIOM —- cBO60RHO, s10BKO! A yX Kak K BaMm npucrao!
Tonbko 6bl KOCYy pacnycTHTb — COBCEM PpycCKas KpacHas
aesuua’

— Jla 370 Hepo.ro,— nNOAXBaTHAA OHA, BbITALLMJA H3
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rosoBbl rpe6GeHb, H TshKeJas KOCa, KaK XKIyT, yldapHJa ee
no cnuHe.— JlaBaiiTe JieHTy, TeTeHbKH!

E# nonaau, oHa Bnjena ce6e 6GaHT H, BOHAR B pOJib, YX-
H [lepXKajacb H FOBOPHJA C KPECTbAHCKHM OTTeHKOM. S Moa-
yajl H CMOTpeJ B OKHO.

— 'BaM He HpaBHTCA? — CNPOCHJIA OH4, He BbLAEPKAB.

— OpHrunansl, KakoBbl 6bl HH Obl1H, BCE-TAKH CHOCHee
NoApaXaHH, a 1 CKOPO HX YBHXY,— OTBeuasa 1 pPaBHOAYLU-
HO W ob6patuaca K -Eropy Eropoeuuy.— Bbl roBOpH/H, uTO
MOKeTe JOCTaBHTb MHE YPOK HA BaKallHIO?

Ypok TouHo 6bla. S cnpocHa, 4TO6 NOApPa3HHTL Mapbio
BacuabeBHY, HO NOTOM H caM He o6pajoBaJcsa: Kyua pe6AT,
C KOTOPbIMH HaA0 6bl10 FOBOPHTbL NMO-(PPAHIY3CKH, a ABYX
CTapUIHX TOTOBHTb B MEepPBbifl KJAcC THMHA3HH.

— Bce 3T0 aeabHO,— cKa3aa f,— HO, r1aBHoe, MHe Obl
XOTe10Cb OTAOXHYTb B JepeBHe; f Obl1 onacHo 6oJieH
3HMOIO...

— 3rta  nepeBHs — pa#! — orseuaa  Erop  Eropo-
BHUY. o

— ToabKo KOraa Xe HM NOJNb30BATbCH, 3THM paeM, €CJH
6yneTt CTOAbKO Aena? Brnpouem, Tak KdK npeanaraiT 60Jb-
ulyio naary...

— $1 y3naw akKypaTHo.

— Y3Haiite. Heo6xoauMocTb 34CTAaBHT Ha Bce corJja-
CHTbCA, XOTA 6bl H ¢ NMoTepeil 310pOBbA.

CrapyxHu rasjenn Ha MeHs ¢ cocTpalaHueM. Mapbsa Ba-
CH/beBHA MPHTHXJa W 1MNaJa JeHTy B cBoed Koce. Erop
EropoBuu nocMoTrpes Ha uyachl.

— OHu aoMa Tenepb; 8 NMOHAYy H paccnpowy, 4ToGbl, B
caMoM jene, He GbLIO ANSl BAC CTECHHTEbHO.

— [a, Mol apyr, paccrnpocHTe,— BMeiajaach J11060Bb
AnexkcaHapoBHa,— i BeAb BHXY, UYTO OH XOYeT CKa3sarTb,
Cepexa Hauw... M3Buuu, tTak HasBasa... [locne takoi nore-
pH... 3aHAT OH Ueabli AeHb. 3A0POBbE B €ro roaa HYXHO
6epeub... MPOCTO ONMPaBHTbCA HYXHO, Kak pebeHky. Euue
OTel ero CKOJbKO pa3 roBapHBaJj, UTO OH Ha TPyldb XaJay-
eTCH... i

Erop Eroposuu ywen. Mapbsi BacHibeBHa THXOHBKO H
6yATO yKpaaKo# noao6pana cBoH BoJochl. Ajdekcanapa Anek-
CaH1poBHA O6paTHIACh KO MHe:

— Horasky s, B3nop Thl 3aTeBaeilb, Apyr MOH cepieu-
HblH, H3BHHH MeHRA. KpaliHocTH Te6c HeT, ACHbry KOMHTb —
paHO HayHHaTb, a AJAS 310pPOBbSl — HA UTO Tebe JepeBHs
Jdyulue Hawiero caga? a To W Jayra — TyT H ecTb. [lefi cebe
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MOJIOKO — [Be KOpOBbl Ha ABOpe, 1a XOTb ¢ 6esoll 3apH
ryasi, npaso...

— W cosepwenHas npasga! — noaresepauaa JIio6oBb
AnekcaHaposHa,

— Tbl, HHKaK, MaleHbKa, HblHEIUHHM JeTOM ellle Ha-
lero caja He BHAana? — npogosxanaa Asnexkcanapa Anek-
cangpoBHa.— [locmoTpu-ka, KakHe TaM 3ated. Mabsa Ceme-
Hbly BpeBHOB BLICAAKOB LBETOUHLIX HAacjaJ; CaJOBHHK €ro
TaM pa3HbIMH (QHTypaMH LBETHHK pa36u., 6eceliky H3 aka-
uMH 3anges. JlyHeuka TaMm Uenblf AeHb H LIbEeT, H YHTAET,
H caMa BO3HTCs, noJer, noauBaer. CXOQH NMOTJISIH.

— Bbl 6biiv B cany? — cnpocuna MeHss Mapbs Bacuib-
eBHa.

— Pa3sa nBa.

— TlpoBoaute mens.

51 nowen 3a Helo, HO, MPHASA Tyaa, OHA He o6paTHJa BHH-
MaHHA HH Ha LBETHHK, HH Ha 6Geceaky, HH Ha JlyHeuKy, Ko-
TOopasi, YBUAS Hac, cnpsitasa To, uTo uyurtasa. OHa Bceraa
npsiTasa OT MeHS CBOM KHHMTH, XOTs, 6€3 COMHEHHS, OHH Bce
6blM  BbICOKOHpaBCTBeHHble: HX paBan Erop Eroposuu.
51, KoHeuHO, He OpaJ Ha ce6s Tpyla pa3BHBaTb ee, JOCTaB-
JATb el uTeHHe W BooGlue, KpOMe Kjaacca, He TOBOPHJ C Helo
JeCATH CJIOB B J€Hb.

Mapba BacunbeBHa wJa Bnepead MeHs Bce jafblie, B
yauly caga. $1 3amertus eif, uTo MajavHa elle He nocmena H
cTpeMHTbcsl He K yemy. OHa He oTBevana, HO, 3aiaa Tak na-
JIEKO, YTO HaC y>Ke He MOTJIH BHAeTb, ceJa Ha TpaBy W MpH-
HAJACb NJaKaTb — TOYHO 6yaTo BbiGHpasna Ans 3TOro ynob-
Hoe MecTto. $1 MOCTOSAJ, MOAOMKAAJ, KOTAA 3TO KOHUYHTCH, H
HaKoHel noBepHyJcs, uto6 y#TH. OHa cxBaTHJa MeHs 3a
PYKy.

— Pagu camoro 6ora... 3aueM Bbl XOTHTe yexaTb?

— 3areM, 4TO 31ecb CKyKa,— OTBevaJ fi.

OHa pblaana ewe nyliue.

— Ilycture xe MeHfi,— cKa3aa #,— BeAb TaK elle
CKYyuHee.

*  — KM HenpaBpa! — BckpHuana ona.— M BoBce Bbl He
ckyuaere! CsaBa 6ory, npusresneil y Bac A10BOJbHO, B TOCTAX
BH BCAKHH NeHb; Ha MpOWJOH HejesJe Ha naye TaHLUeBaJH;
y I'payoBbix TeaTp B3fJNHCb YCTPOHTb...

- — Uro X H3 3TOr0? — BO3pa3ua sa.— Boi 6yaTo nonpe-
Kaete MeHsi nyctakamu. Hy, s npwirato, urpaio B KapThl —
HaKoHel ynpbiraewbcsi, CPeACTBA HYXHbI...

— Jla Beab y Bac JAeHbrH ecTb?
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51 3axoxoran u nowen. OHa BcKouHsaa, GpocHaach 3a
MHOI1, 3acTaBH/la BOPOTHTbCA H cecTb ¢ Heil psinom. BeTku
3alenHIHCh MHe 3a BOJOCHI; MHe Obl10 HeNnpHSTHO.

—— MHuable BOJOCKH, MPOCTHTE MeHs! -—— BCKpHYajsa oHa
H pobKo, MoCMellHO MpHraaadna MHe ronoBy.— [locaymaii-
Te, MPOCTHTE MEHA, s1 B3Aop cKasaaa... Hy... Buaure, uro...
Heyxean yx BaM Tak CKyuyHo?

— KoHeuyHo,— oTBeuas si,— BCe 3TH YI1OBOJbCTEHS Ge3
UeJH; YM He 3aHSAT, cepilie He 3aHATO.

— A, BoT yTo! — cka3ajla oHa H MpUMOJKJA.

Ona onatb 6bl10 cO6Hpanach 3amaakaTtbh, HO, AOTAaAbiBa-
fiCb, 4TO A YHAY NpH nepBOM MOJHeCEHHH MJaaTKa K Hocy,
yAepanaacb H CNpoCHJA:

— A rtawm, B aepeBHe, UeM e Bbl 3aiimeTechb?

— DbByay yuuTb nerTed, uYHTaTb, HanHIly UYTO-HHOYAb.
51 naBHO xoTeJ.

— 310 BCce-TakKH AJA FOJIOBbI, @ He A cepala. ITo MOXK-
HO H 31ecb. TonbKO pe6AT MPOTHBHBIX He GyaeT, eule Jaydiue.
Byner ¢ Bac oaHo# [lyHeukH...

OHa yabibHynach, NpHMeTs] MO0 YAbIGKY; i OTBEpHYJCSH
# moauan. OHa npoaosmxkana, rayno CMyLasch, CMescb OT
CMYULCHHS H 3arqsiiblBasi MHE B JIHLO:

— Bbi He BooGpaxaiite, uto Bam Gyaer ¢80600HO. ITH
rocnoja AOpoOro 3anJaTAT, NoxaJayH, HO 3aTo yX H NoTpe-
6yloT. Beab uto ke, cMewHo, npaBo... Bel He o6H>xaiTech!..
Bbl yuute [lyHeuky... Hy, He cepauTecb, rpex Haw OO6ULHHA
c Bamu! TTokyna oHa uto-HHOYAb AesaeT, Mbl ¢ BaMH 6oaTa-
eM cBoe. 3HAaeT OHA HJH He 3HaeT, BaM BCE€ PAaBHO... HHKTO
He B3blleT. A TaM MaMeHbKa caMma CHAMT B Kaacce. Beab
Bac 6epyT, nokyaa Hacrosiero ¢ppaHUy3a HeT; HX Tenepb,
B BOHHY, MyApeHO A0CTaTb... DTH TOCNOAa H3 FOPAOCTH HH .
C KeM M3 coceieli Ja)e He 3HAKOMbI, apHCTOKpaTHue-
CKHH A0M...

— §l cam BbIPpOC B apHCTOKPATHHECKOM JAOME; 3TOT
CKJad, NMPHUBBIUKH — MHE POAHbIE. ..

— Tlocnoan 6oxe, na Beab Bbl TaM camu OblaHd poaHOH!
Camu e Bbl paccKa3sblBaJjH, YTO Bbl BalleMy DYCCKOMY YuH-
TeJ10 COMb B 4Yal ChbillajsH, He 3HAlO YTO eMy AesaJjH, a OH He
cMeJ xanoBaTbesi! Beab TyT Bawa ponb Takas XKe: Bbl y4H-
TeJb, @ OHH apHCTOKpaThl!..

— B Kkakde Bbl nyckaertecb paccyxaeHus, Mapbsa Ba-
cHabeBHA! — npepBas s, 3aX0XOTaB, XOTA BCNblIIKA 3TOH
AeBHUbl BAPYT KaK-TO OCOGEHHO OCBeTHJ1a NMpeao MHOI0 Moe
NoJIoXKeHHe.
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— HaBecTHO, uTO TaKoe AEeTH-apHCTOKpPaTbi: COPBAH-
1H! — ckasajna oHa, paccepafch.

~— H3snuuTe, Mapba BacnibeBHa, HO eciH Bbl TaK Bbi-
pasuancb 060 MHe, TO A BO3pa)y H BaM: Tak paccyxKiaaer
TOJMbKO yMCTBeHHas ManocTb. [loTpyanTech MoHsITb: BO BCH-
KOM apHCTOKpaTHuecKOM pebeHke G60Je3HEHHO 3aTPOHYTO
YyBCTBO MOPSAAOYHOCTH NMPH BHAE NJOXO BBHIGPHTOrO, YHbLIO-
ro yuyHTeqsl B BLITEPTOM CIOPTYKe; HENPHATHOE OLLYLIeHHC
Bbi3biBaeT HeNpHA3Hb, Y pe6eHKa OHa BbIpa)KaeTcd LIKOJb-
HOR waJnoctblo. Ho v camasi HeNMpHsA3Hb, H ee NMOCAeACTBHA —
HaTypaJibHbl, 3aKOHHbl. He peTefi Hafo BHHHTb, @ YUHTeASIM
clelyeT MOAYMaTb, Kak JepxkaTbCc nNpHAHYHee... [loHH-
MmaeTte?

OHa noHssa, YTO 51 pa3gpaxXeH, HO He YHAJacCh.

— Bauw rysepHep-dpaHily3 H NPHAHUHO AEPIKAJCH, a Bbl
ero npesupaJju!

— A#A na Mapbsi BacuabeBHa! §1 He oxuaan or Bac
TakHx noasuros,— cnoputb!.. Ho si-To, 1? passe A TO Xe, UTO
3TH JI0AH?

— Tocnoau,— BcKpHuana oHa,— s 3HAlO, 4TO f rJayna
H He YMelo pacCy>XAaaTb, HO... )KHTb ¢ apHCTOKpaTaMH, Tak
Halo YX H caMoMy 6biTb apHCTOKPATOM... TO €CTb 60rayom:
6pocalo cBoe NPUTOpPWHAMK H 3HaTb HHKOro He xouy! a or
HHX NOJYyYaTb, 3aBHCeTb, HA KaJOBaHbe ObiTb... 1a COXPAaHH
rocrnoaH! yHHXeHHe OAHO!

$1 He Mor BO3pa3WTb: OHa yKa3asa MHe Ge3JHY, OT KOTO-
poil MeHs oraensn oAMH war. C ee CTOPOHbI, KOHEYHO, 3TO
CIYUYHIOCb HedyasHHO. §1 He cues HYXKHbIM OTKpbIBaTb eH,
HacCKOJIbKO OHa MeHsl nokoJe6aJja, H L0Jro MoJauad.

— OaHO CKy4YHO,— CKa3a/l f HaKoHelu,— 310pPOBbfl He
nonpasHlUIb H poMaHa He HanHwewb. BpemeHu He 6yner...
A Mosi Mbic/b MHe 10pora; s He o4HH rog ee Gepery. [1po-
uiaf, poma!

— Jla 3aecb-TO KTO BaM MeuliaeT ero nNHcaTb? — BCKPH-
yana oHa.— Bor TyT, Ha camoM 3TOM MecTe, B cany? Xopo-
10, T'YCTO, THXO,— MOCMOTPHTe,— MpocTo mnpenectb! 5 Bam
CTOJ MPHUIJIIO; KYWeETKY O6O0JblIYI0O KOXAaHYlo, MATKYylo, Ha
npyXHHax,— JexaTb. TeTeHbkH ceduac coraacarcsa. Hnku-
dopy cama npHKaxy, 4To6 Ha HOYb HJAH MOA AOXKAb 3a-
KpblBaJs... [IBa KOBpa MpHILIIO, KJEEHKY, DOTOXKH [pH-
Jo. ..

— Kak npoBopHO! — BCKpHUYaJa $l, PacXOXOTaBLIHCD.

— Ila uero e MewKaTb? — BO3pa3Haa OHA, CKOHOY-
)KeHHas H pajoCTHas.
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— Iloaymatb Hano.

— UYero aymatb? Bbl XoTHTe nucaTh, HY H MHIIHTE.
H cBoboaHO TyT, H — 3axoTenH, pa3B/ieueHHs eCThb...

— Kakue?

— Kakre HafinyTcd, a TaM BOBCe HHKaKHX... A yX Kak
Bbl TeTeHeK yTelwHTe! Belb OHH KaKHe ciaBHble... Hero Bawm,
eii-6ory, eute? He noepere?

— He noeay,— cka3san s, nomosuas.

— Ax, nywkKa Kako#! — BCKpHua/ja OHa W 3anpbirana.—
[ocnoan, kak s paana!

OHa ObICTPO 3aKpeCTHJIaChb CBOeH KDYIJEHbKOH PYUYKOH;
s NOHMaJn 3Ty PYuKy, Melllasi el, H, CMesiCb, CKaJl el naabubl;
OHA 3aKpHua.Ja, uto 601bHO; 5, NPOCH NMPOLLIEHHA, 0OXBATHI
ee 3a TaJjHlio H nouesosas. OHa BCA MOKpacHesla H OTBeuasa
THXHM MollesyeM B roJOBY.

— 3JTo 3a TO, UTO YMHHK, 3]eCb OCTaeTeChb,— CKa3zaja
OHa cepbe3Ho, 6YATO B ONpaBAaHHe, HO TOTYAC XKe MoOLLIA
Brepea, H A0BOJbHO CKopo. $I gorHan ee.

B aome mbl Hawau Bo3BpaTHBlieroca Eropa Eropouua;
OH MpHHEC OT CBOMX «aPHCTOKPATOB» HEOOLIKHOBEHHO BbIroj-
Hble YCNOBHA: B THMHA3HIO HHKOTO He FOTOBHTb; TOJbKO /JBa
yaca B JleHb 3aHAATHH ¢ AeTbMH, a OCTaJbHOe BpeMsl KaK MHe
YrOAHO; OTAe/bHbIA NaBHJAbLOH B Caay AJA XKHJbs H Npouee.
Mapbsa BacuibeBHa B3rfiHyna CO CTpPaxoM H OTBepHYJach
K OKHY. .

— A MHe Tak noJio6GHJCA Baul caj, TeTeHvbKa,— CKasaJ
1, noaxoast K Jlio6oBH AseKcaHApPOBHE,— 4TO sl HHKyaa ye3-
KaTb He xouy.

C MHHYTY BCe MPHMOJKJH.

— YMHHK, yMHHK! — BcKkpHuana BApyr AJjekcaHapa
AnekcanapoBHa.— JTO OH MeHs mocJayiuan!

-— JT0 OH [lyHeuky OCTaBHTb He XO4eT,— MpolUenTana
Jlio6oBb AnekcaHapoBHa,— Hac, CTapyx...

OHa npocsie3nsach H MATKHMH MajbLAaMH THXO noxaJga
MOH nanblbl. Mapbsa BacHabeBHa BCSl BbICYHYJaCb B OKHO.
Oaun Erop EropoBuu cmorTpen HepoymeBasi, nosepThiBas
CBOH sicTpeOHHbIE TJ1a3KH H OCTpbid Hoc. $1 mocmorpen Ha
Hero ¢ CeKyHay B ynop, 4ero, Kak s IpuMeTHJ, oH 6oaacsa,—
npHBea ero B ellle GoJiblliee HeJOyMeHHe W BApYr, CKa3as, UTo
Al CTpalHO YCTaJ, NONPOCHJ MO3BOJEHHS YHTH B CBOIO KOM-
HaTy H He o6enatb. M3ymaeHnylo Anekcanapy AnekcaHapos-
HY fl YCNOKOHJ TeM, UTO ChIT MHPOTaMH, a NPOroJoAaBUIHCD,
nonpouty.
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He nomuio, rae s npouen BulpaxeHue: «se sentir vivres'.
OHo MHe HpaBHTCHl, OHO BepHO. Bcesikuil Mosono#t vesnoBek
HCMBITAN 3TO oluylieHHe. Jle)XaTb, 3aKpbIB ryasa, NOA JIHCT-
BOIO, He yMaTb H TOJIbKO YYBCTBOBATb, YTO XHBEllIb,— H3fLL-
Hasi Hera, B KOTOPOH KpemHyT cHJbl. JIoXb H 3abnyxaeHHe,
6yaTo oHH BbipaborbiBaloTcA TpyaoM. Kakum Tpynom? Qu-
3H4yeckHM? Heyxenn HyXHbl npHmepbl, YTO OH orpy6saser
M OTYNJ/sieT H HPABCTBEHHO H (pH3HyeckH? MacTepoBOH, Ko-
TOPOro BC€ MOMbILIJIEHHSI COCPeJ0TOUYeHbl Ha ero BepcTake,
Ha ero cTaHke, a DYKH B MO30J51X — yeJjoBeK JH OH?.. Hau
TaK Ha3blBaeMbld CTporuit, cepbednnit Tpya Mbicau? eau-
Hoe, 6e3panoCTHOE CYLUEeCTBO, OCYXJAaloliee TPH UYETBEPTH
3e€MHbIX HaCJaXAeHHHA (yX He MOTOMY JIH, UTO OHH €My He Mo
KapMaHy?..), OLHOCTOPOHHE COUYBCTBYIOlilee TOJbKO CTpa-
JaHHIO — YesoBeK JH 3T0o?.. Ml 3TOMy, roBOpAT, 10HOIIECTBO
aomxKHO noyuatbesi! To ecTb COXHYTb NpexAeBpPeMEHHO,
MHOXHTb COGO0I0 YHCJO HAaXMYPEHHbIX «TPYXKEHHKOB-MbICJH-
TeJlefi», Kak OHH ce6s BeJHYAlOT,— MOMPOCTY, HECHOCHBIX,
6eCOKOHHbBIX MIAKaJbLUIHKOB, KOTOPbIX TaK 6€CKOHEUYHO MHO-
ro paspeqocb B MOCJeiHee BpeMsl BO HMS KOro-To, BO HMS
Yero-ToO H HHKOMY He B NoJb3y!

$1 Xun, npoXua W XKHBY cuactauBo. 5 cam nomor cebe
BHIATH Ha MyTb XXH3HH, COXpPaHHB cebGe Bce CBOE NOCTOHH-
cTBO. H TOT Xe W Tenepb, B ABAALATb CeMb JleT, KOria MUy
3TH CTPOKH.

51 3Halo, MeHs ynpekaioT B arousme. Ho, cnpowy f cepb-
€3HO,— 3TH TOCMoAa XJOMOTYHbl 3a 4eJ0BeYecTBO, He Tou-
HO JIH TakHe Xe OHH 3rodcThli? Belb OHH CaMH KpHYAT, 4TO
6bli1H Obl YAOBJETBOPEHbl AUYHO, CUACTJAHBbI AUYHO, €CaH O
HM YJ1aJ0Cb YCTPOHTb 6e3MATEeXKHbIH, TPYAOBOH MHPOK IO
cBoeMY BKyCy. «Mbl 6bl,— roBopsiT OHH,— 6J1aKeHCTBOBA-
au». Tak aaa Koro ke, Kak He a5 cebfi, OHH cTapalTCA?
M B ueM xe pasHHUa Mexiy HMH.H MHOW0? B TOoM, uTO 71 pa-
3YMHO NOHSAJ TJYNOCTb HX CTPEeMJIEHHH, HEH3SAIHOCTb HX 3a-
TeHd H, OTBEPHYBIUHCH, 6epy cBOe 6/1aro H3 HCTOUHHKOB GoJee
APHBJIEKATebHbIX, He 3a604yCb O JIOAAX, KOTOpble 060 MHe
He 3a60TATCA, He HABA3LIBAIOCb B OMEKYHbl H He JOMYCKalo
Haj co60oH onekH. Bcakui 3a cebsa,— NyCcTb ApPYyrHe aesaioT
To xe. Ecnu W BblHzer paagaadua, TOo, rocnoia Myapellbl,
XyXe He OyleT TOro, 4To 6blJIO H €CTh, @ HAa HAll BeK ellle J0-
CTaHeT H TeMmja H KOpMY Ha 3eMHOM iuape!..

! «ouyiente Ku3uu» (Ppany.).
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OG6cTosiTENbCTBA CKAAAbIBANUCh TaK, YTO MOTJH Obl BTS-
HYTb MEHSl eCJlH He HaBcerja, TO HaLOJI0 B MOLJIEHbKYIO
KOJ€l0 MPOBHHUKANbHOR XH3HH. B 3T0# XKH3HH ecTb cBoA
3aMaHUYHBOCTb. ITO OCTAaTOK HAllero CTAPHHHOro 6apcKoro
JeXaHbsl Ha NMYXOBHKax € ero cJaaiakoH elod H GeCKOHTPOJib-
HbIM NPOH3BOJNOM. 3TO BOCTOYHAS Hera; MHOrla OHa MOXeT
Ka3aTbCsl HEM3siULHA, HO, B CYLLHOCTH, OHa 3aBJeKaTeJbHa.
ToabKko nepeMeHHTe, ykpacbTe 0O6CTaHOBKY, AaHTe HaCTOA-
ULy POCKOLIb,~— 30J10TO, LUENK, NepJbl, PO3bl, NaabMbl, QOH-
TaHbl,— H KTO He Meutasa 06 3THX HaclaXIEeHHSX, KTO UM He
3aBH/0BAJ, KTO, KOraa Mor, He HckaJa Hx?.. Ho uvenoBek cno-
co6eH ycTynaTb BO MHOTOM, MHPHTbCSl CO MHOTHM; OH o6pe-
3a] cBOW (aHTasHio, 06ecLBETHJ CBOI MEUTY, YCTYNHJ He-
BO3MOXHOCTH, MOMHPHJCA C HErpauHO3HOCTbIO (HOPMbl — H
BMECTO BOCTOUYHOro Keida sBHIACH NMPOBHHLHAJAbHAA MOJAY-
apemora. Ee mepBoo6pa3 c/AHIWIKOM 3aBjeKaTe.neH, H MNOTO-
MY CTOJIbKO 3aBJ/IeKAaTeJbHOCTH B €€ MepBblX MHHYTaXx; HO
OHa — II10J YKPOLLEHHOro BOOOpakeHHAA, H3MeJb4yaBlUEro
YyBCTBA MW I[OTOMY, MPOLOJIKAACL, 3aCTaBJAsieT 4YeNOBeKa
Me/ab4aTb.

MHe rpo3naa 3Ta OMacHOCTb H3MeJbYaHHS, OMEPTBEHHS.
Mouiogoit, BneyaTauTeNbHblH, HEONbITHbIA, 1 6bl TOTOB MOA-
LaTbCA pacTiaeBalolleMy BJaHsiHHIO. CHJbHBIA npej Aecno-
TH3MOM, NpeA rpy6ocTbio, ped HeBEXKEeCTBOM, 1 MOT He yCTO-
Tb npel 060JblUEHHEM OTAbIXa, CBOGOAbI, MpHBOAbA. Ondc-
HOCTb He MeHblias. MHe OblIH HYXHbl COBET H NOMOLUb...

Cyab6a mocnana MHe 4eslOBeKa...

Henenn aBe-Tpu s XKHA 3NHKypeHLeM, HIH HACTOSLUHM
NpOBHHUHANOM, B MOKoe H Ge3fenne. Jlero, roBopH/H, Obl10
rpo3Hoe,— Ha caMoM JeJe aAaxe 0e3 J0XAeH, He TOJbKO
rpo3,— HO 3Ty MeTadopy ycBOoHAH N-CKHe JKHTeNH, YHTaB-
LIHEe ra3eTbl H pesilliH H TOJNKOBaBLIHE O MOJHTHKe y nopora
BCAKOH NaBYOHKH. OnonueHLbl H PeKPyTbl TO H AeJO MNpo-
XOAMIH NMapTHAMH, Orjalias NeHHeMm YJAHUb H ca0604bl; Ha
naauy, rie yydaucb CONAAaThl, C yTpa A0 HOYHW Tpewana 6apa-
6aH. B 3HOMAHbIA AeHb 3TO 040J1€BaJO.

B ropoae He ocraBasochb HHKOro H3 MOPSAAOYHOrO Kpyra,
HO B nocJejHee BpeMsi 1 OTAAJHJACH OT 3TOrO Kpyra; oH ctaij
MHe Kak-To HenpusATeH. HeoObsicCHHMas NPHXOTb BleEUYAT/H-
TeJbHbIX HaTyp! s npeano4duTan 6partb TO, YTO OblJIO y MEHA
nox pykowo. C yTpa sl yxO4HJa B call, NHcaJ, yalle JOXHJCA
B TEHH, YHTAJ WJH MeuTaJ; npuxoauna Mapbsi BacuabeBHa.
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Bpemsa taHynoch onqHOO6pa3Ho, MOKOHHO H He3aTeHJHBO Be-
ceso 10 ob6ena. OHa peaKo ocTaBasacbh o6efaTh y CTapyx H,
He NpolasAch ¢ HUMH, yXOAHNa AoMo# npsiMo U3 cana. MHor-
a M g 1eaaJ To Xe. ITO He COBCEM HPABHJOCH CTapyXxaMm, HO
Mbl He ofpauianu BHHMaHHA. Mbl GexanaH Kk Mapbe Bacuab-
€BHE; MPHXOAHJH €€ 3HAKOMble, YCTPOHBAJOCh KaKoe-HHOY b
KaTaHbe HJAH TyJsHbe B 60JblUOH KOMNaHHH. Ha oTKpbITOM
Bo3ayxe OOILeCTBO cpelHero Kpy»XKa BbIHOCHMee, uyeM B
KOMHATax: XOXOT He TakK pa3idpaeT YlUH; AeBHLUbI H IOHO-
LK, He yMelolUlHe TOBOPHTb, BCe-TakKH ymeloT 6eraTb B ro-
pesKH...

H a 6eran B ropenku! U s caywaa, Kak oTnycKafHch
nouable J0OG6e3HOCTH H MEJHCb POMAHCBhl C aKKOMIAaHCMEH-
ToM ruTtapbl! O6uecTBO NOHMMAN0 MOe NMPEeBOCXOACTBO, MOIO
CHHCXOJHTE/JbHOCTb, H MHC He pa3 rOBOPHJIH:

— Bam ¢ Hamu ckyuHo.

Ho MHe He 6bl10 cKydyHo. KoHeuHo, s1 3a6aBasiica He
6s1araMu 3TOM XH3HH, HO UX OTPHLAHHeM. 5 cMesiacs, WIYTHI,
Habaoaas, HMIPOBH3HPOBAJ 3MHTPAMMbl, IDHHOPABJHBAsACH
K TIOHATHAM Moeil nyl.uki. KoHeuHo, 1 UMTaa HX He B KpYX-
Ke, a Kax[IOoH cJjyuiaTeNbHHLE MOPO3Hb, HO B CKPOMHOCTH
caywlaTeqbHHL Oblal yBepeH: MeHsi 6oanucb. Myxckas yactb
obulecTBa -— MeJKHe YHHOBHHKH, FapHH30HHble odHuepbl 60-
ANHCL MeHs elle 6oablue. OHH 3aHCKHBAJAH MOEro pacrno.io-
KEeHHS, KOTHPOBAJIH MCHS KaK MOIJIH H YMeJH H, NIPH cayuyae,
BblJaBaJH MHeE OAHH aApyroro. C HHMH, BnpoueM, 1 6bl1 OCTO-
pOXKHee, 4yeM ¢ XeHUlHHaMH. HeTblpe rona B rHMHa3HHu 3acTa-
BHJIH MeHsi yOeQHTbCH, 4TO H Yy HHUTOXecTBa OblBaeT CBOS
Lep30CTb,— A€pP30CTb, OMNAaCHAas HMEHHO CBOEH MOULIOCTbIO,
Ha KOTODYIO HeNpHroTOBJCHHbLIH TNOPALOYHBIA uYeJOBEeK He
BApPYr Haklpercsa OTBeTHTb. XOJOAHbIH 6€3 BbICOKOMEpHS,
CHHCXOAHMTEIbHbIH K MEJKHM OMNJOLIHOCTSIM, 4acTO Cepbes-
HblH,— OTuero O6oJabille UEHHNACh UWYTKa,— H306peTaTelb-
HblH 4Ns OXHBJNEHHA KpPYXKKa, A npHobpen aBTOPHTET Hello-
KosleOuMbiH. $1 3Han M 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK MHOro 3Hauy s
3TOT0 MaJIeHbKOro MHpa: fi 4aBaJl eMy ABHXXE€HHe, s1 ero ob.a-
ropoxusan. UyBcTBo cO6CTBEHHOrO 3HAUYCHHA BO3BbllaeT
Hac B cO6CTBECHHbIX raa3ax. §1 He cornaiych, €CaH B HacToOsA-
IeM cJydyae 3TO HA30BYT MeJKHM TuecjaBHeM. ITo 6blaa
3aKOHHAast ropaocTb. MHpOK 6bll HeBeNHK, HO 1Q MeHA Belb
HHKTO e He B35,CSl HM ynpaBasaTb? Beab OH KOCHeA W Tyne.l,
HHKOTO He HHTepecys, HUKOMY He HYXHbl#l, Aaxe Aas nore-
xH. Tenepb OH CayXKHJ1 MHe, H 1 Tpo60OBA.1 HA HEM CBOIO CHJY.
B ceMHaguaTtbh JeT 3TO 3aMeuaTenbHas AeATeNbHOCTb. Brmo-
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CJEJCTBHH 51 He TOBOPHJ O HeH B CBOeM Kpyry: mMeHs Obl He
NMOHAJAH; MeHA Obl NPHHAJH C HeLOBEepPHEeM, Kak MPOBHHUH-
anpbHoro ¢ppaHta,— penyrauus, ru6eibHee kotopod HeT. Te-
nepb, cTOR y)Xe TBepAo, 1 CNOKOHHO PAaccKa3biBalo CBOe Npo-
uiejuiee; OHO YXXe He MOXKeT MOBPEeAHTb MHe, a TOJbKO BO3-
BbICHT MHe LleHY: Moe 00LLecTBO MeHA 3HaeT. BeponaThee, uto
OHO YIHMBHTCH, Y3HaB B MNepBbIH pa3 #3 3THX CTPOK, HTO
de-Sergu 6bll KOTAa-TO JbBOM H 33aKOHO1aTeN€M MPOBHH-
UHAJbHOrO MypaBeHHHKAa...

«3aKoHoAaTeb» He MycToe ¢Ja0Bo. B kopoTkoe Bpems,
CO3HAaTe.1bHO HJIH HecOo3HaTeabHO, 3a0aBJsACh, NepPBEeHCTBYH,
Hayuas, a g caenaJ coe Aejo. MOH ypOKH, MOPHUAHHA HJH
0100pE€HHA BCIIOMHHT He pa3 B CBOEH »XH3HM H He OLHH H3
obuTartesei 3TOoro MHpka. $I Mory cMeso npHinucath cebe Bce
NOps104HOE, YTO Jerao Ha HHX, XOTa Obl ¢1a0blM, He3ameT-
HbiM OoTTeHKOM. He g0Bepfif HUKOMY TOTOL, YTO fepeHec A caM
B MSiTh JIET HCMbITAHHA NOL OLHOH KPOBJEH C OTLOM, A yMea
HaMeKOM, NpefoCTepe)KeHHeM YyKa3aTb Ha Heo6XOLHMOCTb
CTOHKOCTH B noao6HoH 6opbbe, HA HEOOXOAHMOCTb XJa[HO-
KPOBHOTO pacueTa, Ha OMNAacHOCTb OTKPOBEHHOCTEH, Ha 3a-
6aBHYyi0 CTOPOHY APYXObl, Ha HeenocTh yBjaeueHHH. 5 ocMen-
BaJl MeAaHTCTBO B ero MaJeHliHX [POSBJCHHAX;, A npec/eno-
Bas nae6efCKyl0 3aHOCUHBOCTb H OCTPOYMHbIM CAPKA3MOM
c6uBa ¢ Hor JubepasbHHuaHbe. §I oxsaxa1aa raynyio caH-
THMEHTaJbHOCTb, MELLAaHCKH-ApaMaTHUYeCKHEe MNOpPbIBbl, KOTO-
pble 1eaal0T XKEeHUIHH HerpalHo3HbIMH, 4 N1000Bb HX CMell-
Hoo. [lpaMo M cMmesno, He ybsaxad MX, i OTKa3blBas XeH-
UlHHAM B NpaBe pasayMblBaTb Haa co60i0 # obpaulan WX K
HX HacTofLLeMY Ha3HaueHHio: ObiTb UBETKAMH Hauled XH3HH
H 3a060THTbCH €AHHCTBEHHO O CBOEH H3ALLHOCTH. S yUHI XKHTb
J1erko — 3ToH nepBoi 3anaye XHU3Hu! §1 yuna skycy, obpa-
LEHHIO, MPHIHUHAM, H BCE 3TO 1 HaUKMHA.1 ¢ a36ykH... ['ocno-
1a npogeccopbl BOCKPECHbIX WIKOJ, FOCIHOXH HACaAHTe b-
HHUbI J1€TCKHX caaoB! €C/H, KaK roBopsT, BalUlH TPyAbl Be-
JHKH,— MOH Tpya Obld He Jlerue W ropasfo WHpe No cBoeMy
3HA4YeHH!O: A pa3BHBaJ, 1 CO34aBas O6LLECTBO...

BrnpoueM, Toraa s 4 caM He Tak MOJHO NOHHMAJ BCIO
BaXXHOCTb MOE€H AeATeNbHOCTH. Sl »KHA, yBJjieKasacb, He AYy-
Masi, HAAOATrO JH CTaHeT BO MHE OJYlIeBJSIOLLIEro OTHA,
ecau st 6yay, He Ulaaf, pa3nasaTb ero,~— H B 3TOH Hepacuer-
JIHBOCTH Gbl1a MOfl OMACHOCTb: HPHMEHSACH, XOTs Gbl anst
TOro, 4To6bl BJACTBOBATb, i BCe-TakH yMansica. Ho mue
6bl10 He CKYUYHO, H 3TOT0O noKyaa Mue 6bljo J0OBOJbLHO.

I tTpatuan MHoro, 3to 6bl10 Heo6xoaHMO. Mol MHPOK
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Bblilies1 6bl H3 MOBHHOBEHHA, eCaH Obl 3aMeTHJ, YTO A HyXla-
1ocb. MOHM 3aTpaTaM 3aBHI0BaJH, HO He OUY€Hb YAHBJSAJHUCD,
4TO MHe 6bLI0, ¢ OAHOH CTOPOHBI, MPHATHO: CTAJ0 ObITb, MEHS
He cyHTaau OeiHAKOM. 51 He pa3ouapoBblBal H He CNpallk-
BaJ MosicHeHWs. HakoHel 3TO BbiCKa3aJjH.

Pa3 mbl #rpanu y Betnuha. § urpas HecyacTaHBO H 1.8
pacnaarsl noaas emy oaMH OuaeT. XoTs ero Mamalua AocTa-
TOYHO CHal»kaJjia ero M3 B3ATOK NanailH H cyHayka Gopo-
LaToro AeldyLIKH, HO y Hero He HabGpaJocb caaud. Emy no-
MOIJIH B pa3MeHe Jpyrde HrpokKH, BbiTapallMBLIHE J1a3a Ha
Moii 6yMa>kHHK H elle Goablle HA MOe paBHoAylIHe. BeT.1uH
Obls1 pal BBIMIPbILWIY.

— BoT Tbl Kak! — BCKpHYal OH B CEPAEYHOM H3JIHs-
HHH.— A Belb, 3Haellb, TBOEro OTLA 34eCb NPO3Ba.IH coba-
KQ Ha CeHe... 3 OH, BHIHO, TOro, Kak Bce IpelIHblie!..

51 He Bo3paxas. He pacckasblBaTb Ke UEJOMY CBeTY
CBOM Jena, He OCKOpOJSiTb »Ke JIJeld, KOraa OHH MHe HYX-
Hbl, He HEroloBaTb M€ 33 MOHATHSA, KOTOPHIMH OHH XKHJH,
XKHUBYT H BeK OYAYT KHTb,— TeM 6oJjiee YTO B IyGHHe AYLUH
f1 He MOT COBEpLUEHHO OCYIHTb 3THX NMOHATHH: «6naropoliHble
y6exKieHHsi» MOEro POAHTENst OCTABHJH MeHsi HHWMHUM... Pac-
CTPOEHHbIH BCEM, UTO BAPYT H Pa3oM MOAHAJNOCb Y MEHs B
MbIC/IH H B cepiue, s He H3MEeHHJ ce6e H OXHBHJ YXHH, AaA
KOTOpOro Ha CBOH cuyeT Mnocjaj 3a liaMnaHcKHM. BertauH
6bl10 O6HAECA M 3aCMOPHI KAaK XO3AHH.

— Les battus paient I'amende ',— Bo3pa3ua s Beceuo,
yKpOllast ero CoBEeCTJMBOCTb, H MepeBesa MOroBOPKY HeNo-
HHMAaBLUHM.

IllamMnaHckoe, KOTOpoe peaKo A0CTaBaJoCb 3THM roCrno-
[aM, CKODO HX OAYPHJO H CKJOHHJQ mounBaThb. Ha MeHs oHO
Bceria umesno o6paTtHoe aeiicTBHe; B MocKBe nocJje Bedyepos
ma tante a yacro no 3apu 6oatan ¢ MHuweneM; Ha Beuepax
TanuubiHa 1 o6bIrpbIBas BCeX nocJe yXHHa. B 3T0T pa3 MmHe
He HallJOCh TOBApHIUA HH HA KaKoe JaJjbHeHllee Y10BOJb-
CTBHE W OCTaBaJOCh TOJAbKO HATH LOMOH. §1 MeasneHHo 6pen
No NMYCTHIM YJHUAM; HOub 6blia AcHast, 6e3JyHHas W 1yllHas,
CTaBHH Be3Je 3anepTbl, HH H3BO3UHKA, HH NPOXOXKEro, HH
cobaku. {1 wen Kyaa rnasa rasaend. Bapyr MHe MeabKHYJ0
CpelH 3anepTbiX OLHO OTBOPEHHOE OKHO H B ry6HHE, B TeM-
HOTe KOMHAaTbl, MaJeHbKoe MeplaHbe JaMnaaku. 51 ocMoT-
peacs M y3Haa — 3To Gbll NepeyJoK, AoM, KOMHaTta Mapbu
BacuabeBHbl. BrasabiBasichb ¢ MpOTHBOMOJOXHOIO TPOTYyapa,

' Mo6exnentnie naatat wrpag (Ppany.).
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s pasrasjen d ee, B 6e10M; OHA ClpsATanach, 3aMeTsi NPOXo-

XKero. ﬂ nepe6e)KaJ1 YJAHULY, OCTAHOBHJACHA MM04 OKHOM H 3a-

nen: *
91 agech, Uueanans...

— Ax, rocnoab ¢ BaMH! — BCKpHYasna OHa, He [OKa-
3biBAfACh.

— Mapbs BacuabeBHa, 3710 1.

— BHxy, 4TO Bbt,— OTBeyasa oHa, paccepxKeHHas, Moa0-
1IN1a W XOoTena 3afnepeTb OKHO. Sl mo#iMas ee 3a pyKH.

— Uro 310 BaM He cnutcs? Maum koro xaerte?

— Tlycrure... [1pocTo kKapko; okHO H oTBopHaa. [lycTH-
Te MeHs.

— Her, Bbl MeHs nycTHTe; i ceiuac K BaM BJje3y.

— Her, Bbl ¢ yma cowau! — 3akpHuana oHa, HcCnyras-
LIHCb, YTO A CTYMHJ HA NOJOKOHHHK, H CTapaJacb 3aXBaTHTb
paMmy.— Urd 3rto 3a raynoctu, Cepreit Hukosdaesuu! Crynaii-
Te! 4TO 3TO, B CAMOM JAene, N0 OKHaM Ja3HTb...

— A Bbl He oTBopfliTe HX Houblo. Tak OTBOpHTE MHe
aBepb. Bam He cnuTcs, MHe Toxe. $ MOCHXKY, OTIOXHY. A He
TO — CTaHy CTy4yaTb, KpHYaTb...

51 B camom nene 3actyuyan B crekna. OHa uyTb He nJaa-
KaJaa.

— Ax tol rocnoau!.. Hy, otBoplo, cefiuac,— ckasana oHa
HaKOHell,— TOJbKO He WyMHTe, paau camoro 6ora!

— HasBoabre, 6yay THX.

Ee 6enas ¢urypa ucuesna. f noaro xaan. buio cablw-
HO, OHAKO, 4TO OHa B KoMHare. §l 3anen:

Y10 MeanHwb? YK HeT Jad
ConepHuka 3gechb?..

— VYiimuTecb, XpHcTa paan,— OTBeuaJ ee roJjoc,— Cei-
yac. ManTte Ha Kpblablio.

51 sowen. OHa MeHs BcTpernaa. B npuxoxeit, B 3ane, B
MaJleHbKOH TOCTHHOH rOopesH CBe4H; OHa, BepPOSTHO, 3aXraa
HX, HAS OTNHpaTb noAbe3dn. Cama oHa 6bina yxKe He B 6e10M,
a B KJeT4aTOM MblIHOM njaTtbe ¢ o60pKaMH; TyaJeT Twla-'
TeJbHbIR, A8 npuUeMma rocteid. B roctHHol oHa 3axraa eule
ABe CBeYH H cesa Ha AWBaH, 6yATO W B CAMOM jJeJe NPH-
HHMana.

— Tlocnywaiite,—cka3ana oHa,—MoxKere Npo6biTh 34€Chb
1eCsiTb MHHYT W CTynanTe JOMOH.

S uepeMOHHO NOKAOHHJCA.

— B TakoM cayuae K ueMy Xe 3Ta HANIOMHHAUHA? —
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CnpocHa s cepbe3dHo.— YesoBeK, KOTOPOro BHIFOHRIOT, He
CTOHT CBeueK.

Ee noanbie ry6k4 Oblid YX TFOTOBbl CMEATbCS, HO yaep-
XaJHCh.

— Bbl xortesin orabixatb. Caautecs.

— J1as oTAbIXxa MHe 6bl10 6bl 1OBOJBHO CKaMelKH, TaM,—
oTBedaJ si CMHpPeHHO, NOKa3biBasi Ha NMPHXOXKYIO.

— A, 6yaer BaM mpeacTaB/JsATb KOMeaHio! — BckpHua.ga
OHa, 3axoxotaB.— Paccka3biBafiTe, oTKya1a Bbl?

— U3 Beprena,— oTBeyas 1 CO B3LOXOM.

— barwowkn Moun! Urpan? OnsiTh?

— OnATb.

— ¥ ucnpaBHuka? ¥ Betnuna?

— Y Berauna.

— W npowurpan?

MHe BApyr Bce 3TO Haloesno: M paccnpochbl, M OHa, Bce.
EnBa npuces, st BCTasa ONATb H NPHHAJCA XOAHTb MO KOMHAaTe.

— TIlpourpaau? mMHoro? — npucrtaBaJja OHa.

— Bce! — orBeuan 1 co 3a0cTblO.

— Kak Bce? Bo3M0OXHO /4 Bce? — MOBTOPHJIA OHA C HC-
NyroM, KOTOpPblit OKOHYaTeJbHO BbiBes MeHs H3 cels.

— Jla Bbl 3HaeTe JIH, KaK BEJHKO 3TO «BCe»? — BCKPH-
yas s.— JTHM «BCeM» [ODPSLOYHOMY 4YeJOBEKYy MaJjo npo-
XHTb Mecsiu!

MoH cnoBa npoH3BeaH COBCEM HeOXHIaHHOE OeHCTBHe:
Mapbs BacuabeBHa npHHsaach ropbko naakatb. OQueHb .M
ee BCTPEBOXHJ MOH THeB, Tak JIH, OT Heuero AeJjaTb NOJIH-
JIUCh 3TH cJe3bl, HO OHH OblJH HeyaepXHMbl. Ecin 6bl He J1eHb
M YCTaJOCTb, 5l ceituac 6bl yuienn Ha yJaduy. ITH cJe3bl MEHS
6ecuan. §1 caM, yac Hazal, 6bl BO3MYLIEH; Ternepb raynas
JeBylWwKa 6ecTakTHO Bce OMsITb MOAHHMAJa H YCHJIHMBaJa ro-
pedb M MOW.JIOCTb MOEro MOJOXeHHS.

— YiimuTech,— cKa3zaJ si,— YTO Takoe ¢ BaMH noaena-
aocb? Bam-to uto?

— Ax, rony6unk,— oTBeuasa OHa 6e306HIHO,— KdK He
nnakate! Tenepb st BHXKY, B uem neso. Iloanrte ciona, caab-
Te, 1 paccKaxy. .

M ona pacckasana, uto ceronHs 6bi1a y CMyTOBbIX, H B
coBete n1eB U Eropa EropoBnua rosopuaocb o Mmoe# 6e3ym-
HOM XHu3HHU. J11060Bb AsleKCaHAPOBHA, KOHEUHO, TOJbKO axa-
na u cobosesHoBasa, HO Ausekcanapa AJeKCaHIpOBHA YX
OCTPHJIA, UTO MOJIOAOH 4YeJOBEeK KpPbUIbIWKH npobyeT, pac-
npasasieT, U paccnpawuBana Mapbio BacuabeBHy no cek-
peTy, He BJAOGJACH au A B Koro-uubynb; a Erop EropoBuu
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CKasaJg, 4yto s npocto norub, yto MHe HeueM OyneT coaep-
KaTbCAl B yHUBEPCHUTETE, U OMHCaJ BrepeaH Takoe 6ecnomoll-
HOe MOJIOXKeHHe, TaKylo CTYyAE€HYEeCKYI0 KpahHOCTb, KOTOpPOH
MHEe HHMKOT'Aa He BbIHECTH.

— § Bce caywana,— npopoaxana Mapba Bacuabes-
Ha,— H AYMaio, YTO, MOJIOXHM, Bbl BbiHeceTe, 3L40pPOBbe Y
Bac, cnaBa Gory... Ho, 6oxe Moii, kakoBo BbIHOCHTB! O uy-
XKHX, O He3HAaKOMbIX MNocJyllaellb — CepAle paspbiBaercs.
Fony6unk Mo#, uTo X 37O 6yaer? B yray kakoM-Hu6yab, B
X0J104€, B TpA3H... rpowoBast 6ysnKa Ha LeJabii deHb...

OHa 3apbliana H NOBAaJHAACh JHIOM Ha MOAYILIKY — ee
COOCTBEHHOPYUYHbIH BEJHKHH TPYyA, MO KaHBE, LIEPCTbIO H
MeaHbiM 6HcepoM. Sl cMoTpes, Kak 3TOT GHcep BNHBaJCS B ee
nyxJble LLeKH.

— TIlepecranbTe naakatb,— ckasag f,— 3TO, NpaBo, ray-
no. OfHa CaHTHMEHTaJNbHOCTD.

— AX, s raynas, 3adeM s 3TO clejasia,— BCKpHYaJa
OHa,— 3ayeM f OTTOBOpPHJIA Bac €XaTb B AepeBHIO!

— Toraa yro xe 6bi10 6bl?

-— He 6anoBaauch 6b Bbl, BOT 4yTo! M aeHbrH 6Gblau 6bl
uedbt!

— Bam npexxne Bcero — AeHbrH,— CKasag A € XJaaHO-
KPOBHbIM Mpe3peHHeM,— B KeHUIHHe OCOGEeHHO HeOGbIKHO-
BEHHO H3filLHaA cTpacTb! Bbl Boo6Gpaxaere, 4TO €CiH Bbl B
HHX BJIO6/eHbl, TO H BCAKHH cnocofeH Ha HHX TYWHTb cepa-
ue. Ownbaerech. 5 BoBce He aymaio o6 3Toit aApsHH. Hyxna
Tak Hyxnaa. 51 ropa,— nepeHecy. Hyxna — yuyacTb no3ToB.

Owna rasigenia Ha MeHs Bo Bce raasa. Haa auBaHoM 6blio
3epKaJo, B KOTOpPOM fl BHIeJ CBOe 6JelHOe JHUO NpH CBeTe
MHOXECTBA OTPaXXE€HHBbIX OTHeM.

— Bbl tak H BoOOpa3H/aH MeHS B YHHBepPCHTeTe? — npo-
fLosxaa A ¢ ropbkoH HpoHHeHd.— Ho KTO e BaM ckasad, uTto
A KOraa-HH6yab 0 HeM ayMaJa? 3axouy JH fi YPOHHTb cebs,
3axody JIH 1 HCTJIeTb, He XXHBA? Ewe TpH roia 6e306pasuThb-
¢A 31ecb Aa uyeTbipe roaa tam? Marywka, Mapba Bacuab-
eBHa, mnowaaute! Bbl ce6e HapHcoBaJH KapTHHY pa3HbixX
MYYEHHH, a 3TOro He MOTPYAHJIHCb BOOOPAa3HTh: CKYKH Ge-
IIeHOH, TpaTbl yMa, MOTepH AOCTOHHCTBA, 34aCyXH cepaua.
Baaroaapio Bac!l.. Bel aymaere — nyxoBHK noa 6ok, MpsAHHK
B POT, H Maab4uKy HHYEro GoJiblle He HYXHO? YBepsio Bac,
Al HE MaJjbuHK!

— Ho urto xe Bbl 6Gyaere nenatb? — BLIFOBOPHJA OHA,
TNPHIOAHSABLIHCL B HCHyTe.

— Bbl cnpawuBaerte?
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$I xoxoraa. OHa cMoTpesna W xaana.

— Uto caenann )Kuabbep, UarttepToH?.. CbeM poaH-
TeJbCKOe HAC/JeACTBO, H nyJio B j06. IlokoHHOH HOYH.

$1 B3sn dypaxky u nowen. OHa 6pPOCHAACh 33 MHOIO.

— Cepreit HukosnaeBuu, ronyGuHkK...

— Urto BBHI?

— Paau camoro 6ora... Kyaa Bbr?

— Jla He ceiiuac, eule HeHay HH TOMHTbCH, HH CTPEJATDb-
csl,— BO3pa3Huj fi,— YCMOKOHTech, elle He BCE MPOKYTHJ; BOT
BaM, CuHTaHTe!

$1 6pocHn Ha mon cBOi 6yMa kHHK.

— Hy, uto x, noaiobyifiTecb, Bbi B 3TOM 3HaeTe TOJIK,—
NPOAOJIKAJ 51, Pa3Apa)kasch B CAMOM JeJjle BOJHEHHeM H He-
JenocTblo 3TOH cueHbl.— Hapaelocb no kpaiHeit mepe, uTo y
Bac A0CTaHeT cooOpa3HTeNbHOCTH He BbI6OJTATb BCErO 3TOrO
BalllMM TeTeHbKaM. [la W paau camoii ce6s 6onTaTh BaM He-
JIOBKO: J1€J10, BHIHTE, APOHCXOAHT HOUbIO. Tak yXK, Kak roso-
DHTCA, No-6pPaTCKH NMOMOJUHTE.

OHa THxO noaHana OyMaXKHHK, MOJOXHJAA €ro Ha CTOo.]
H, 6e3 cae3, 6yaro AymaJga.

— Bbl cefluac 0aHO ¢J0BO CKa3anH..— Hauyaja OHa.—
H3BnHHTE, A, KpOME €ero, HHUero He cablliana... Bol cka3anu:
«no-6patcku»... Ecan 6 A 6bia Bam cecTtpa, cTaaH Obl Bbl
MeHSl TaK MYYHTb?

— Tak s Myuy 8ac, a He caM H3MyueH? — BCKpHYan fi.

— Ox, rocnoaH, Bce He To!..— npepBana oHa.— [loro-
IKTe, noxanyicra... Kak 3to ckasatb?.. Hy, ecan Gbl 7 Gbina
BaM cecTpa, B3fiAH Obl Bbl OT MEHSl A€HbIH?

$1 3acmesincs. OHa BcnbiXHYJa, Tak u4TO 3aKpacHe.aach
naxe ee wesi. 1 cMoTpesnl Ha Hee NPHCTAJbLHO.

— Ho Beab Bbl MHe He cecTpa, Mapba Bacuabesna.

—. 41 Bac a06a10 Bce paBHO KaK cecTpa,— MNPOroBODH.IA
OHa MeAJIeHHO H BApPYT, BC NMOMepPTBEB, ONYCTHJIACh HA CTYy.I.
Ee pyku ynaau BaOAb MAaTbfA, rosoBa HAKJNOHHAACL... ITO
KaK-TO MIHOBEHHO HAMOMHHJO MHe MPHBbIUHYIO IPALLHO3HYIO
nosy ma tante; wenect lwenka, sipkasi, THXas TOCTHHas,
JeTrKHi JbiM KacCOJIeTKH ', TeNAuBIIEHCs B yriay...

— Ho s aiwbao Te6bsa no6oabwe 6parta...— npollenTan
i, Najas K ee HOram.

Heckonbko ceKkyHI OHa He WeBeJHaacCb, MOTOM BAPYT
Kpenko 3axBaTWJa H cTaja uenoBaTb Moo ronosy. Caesbl
TaK M KaTHaucb. HHKoraa nocae He BCTpeyas sl KEHLLHHbI,

! KYPHAbHHUBI (0T @pany. cassolette).
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.
'KoTOpasi 6bl MpHHMMaJa Ji060Bb TaK YMHJIEHHO, MOYTH GJaa-
roroBefiHo. OHa fenana M3 MpPOCTOH BellH HEUTO TOPIKecCT-
BeHHoe. JTO BOBCE He LIJIO K KpyrJjeHbkod Mapbe Bacuab-
€BHe, a ee JJaCKH CBOMM Heyqo6CTBOM HANOMHHAaJH MOpPHB-
Hble OGBATHA MoOero 6aTIOWKH. 3TO BOCMOMHHAHHE UYTh He
CMYTHYJIO MOEro pachnojoXeHHs AyXa...

— Od, sanywnaal — ckasag s, cMesicb H BbIPHIBasiCh.—
Passe tak n06AT1?

Ho 1 Ha Mou s1ackv H 06BbATHA OHA elle A0Jro OTBeyana
cJe3aMH H, la)e Koraa MHe yjlajocb ee YTeWHTb, NpojaoJ-
Xana TBepAHTb, YTO €CaH Mbl — OJHO, TO J0JXKHbl GbITh BCEM
3a0[HO, UTO 1 JNOJKEH ee CJAyWaThCA, UYTO, CAyWasich ee,
A Oyly CYUacTJ/HB, @ YTO OHA — MO#, MOSl 10 rpo6OBOH AOCKH.
PasouapoBbiBaTh »KeHWHHY B ueM Gbl HH Gbl10 He cjenpyeT
CpelH NnepBbiXx BOCTOProB JIOGBH, a NOTOMY A ocTaBHA Mapbe
BacusnbeBHe y6ex<aeHHe, UTO OHA NpHo6Gpesa HaAO MHOMH noJ-
HYI0 BJactb. HTo XKe Kacaercs «rpo6oBOil NOCKH», TO i NO-
NpOCH/ ee He TOBOPHTb O MJA4Ye€BHBIX NMpeaMeTax, OCOGEHHO
Tenepb, KOT/[a Halla »XH3Hb TOJbKO HaudHanacb. OHa uMena
HaHBHOCTb BEPHTb B BEUHOCTb 3TOH JIO6BH, B YeM, KOHEUHO,
fl TOXe ee He pasouapoBhiBaj. OHa Bhllsa, NpoOLLAsACh, 32
MHOIO B Moabe3d. $1 BHAes, el XxoTejoch MJakaTb, H LWYTH
MOrpo3Ha ei nanbueM; oHa OpoCHJAach MHe Ha lWelo, NpHKa-
Jacb Kpenko, 6e3 noueays, yéexana B A0M H TPOMKO 3amnep-
Ja 1Bepb.

Ha nBope 6bl1 yxe AeHb; Mbl €ro He 3aMeTHJH NPH TIyXo
3anepThix CTaBHAX, a B Aome Mapbu BacuabeBHb npHcayra
noaHuMaJnacb, Koraa ee 6yausaa 6apuiHf. S wea aomo#; Ha
nJouiafH HapoaA pacxoauacsa H3 uepkBH. Benea MHe pasaa-
Jocb Moe ums; 3Baaa Jlio6oBb AsneKcaHApOBHA.

— Hukak # Tl 6bln1 Yy 06eaHu? — cnpocHaa oOHa pa-
ZOCTHO.

— [a.

— §l Tebs He BHAana; BepHO, HAa MamepTH CTOAN?

— [la. M s Bac He Buaau.

— 1 Bceraa tam, 3a kaupocoM, B npuaene. HoiHue 3a-
Ka3Hasa o6elHsi, N0 «HAa 6paHH YOHEHHbIM», TAK Y>X NMPOCHIH
6aTiowKy nopaHblue: xapko. Kotophiii yac?

— baun3ko wectH,— ckasaa s.

— 3710 Th noaHaaca! M To npasaa, B noMe »Kapko.
Cynsaa?

— Jla, ryasa u 3awed.

— Xopolwo caenan, aApyr Mol cepaeunbii. Koraa siBas-
€TCSl Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO BOT OyATO No30BeT Te6s B Xpam,—
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HIH, HAKH BO BCsKOe BpeMs, 4To6 Te6Gs1 HMKaKas 3eMHas 3a-
6oTa He yaepxuBasa. 1o caM Gor 30BeT. A B MoJoAbe TOAb!
H MoJHuTBa ynule... Jyuwa Tl Mos! — LOroBopH/ia OHa, ONH-
pasicb Ha Moe MJe4yo M BXOAA Ha cBOW ranepeiky.— Ca-
meHbka! AnekcaHapa AnekcaHapoBHa! moXkanyitTe Ham yaio,
BOT H Mbl NpHW.IH!

— A, paHHfiIA NTHYKA, KaKUMH cyab6amH? — WIYTJAHBO
cnpocuna Anekcauapa AnekcaHapoBHa, yBuas meHs.— Ot-
Kylda noxkajaosaJn?

— B uepkBu 6bl1,— oTBeyana eil J11060Bb ANeKCaHAPOB-
Ha MpPOTSHKHO M HECKOJbKO CTPOro.

— A, B uepksBu!l.— NOBTOpHAA MeHblIAsl, MNOJYYHB
YPOK M YKPOLLAasl CBOIO BECEeJOCTb, H 3aHsJ1acb YaeM.

51 cen k OokHy W noctan naxutocky. JIio60Bb AsnekcaHa-
POBHa, BbLIXOAHBLIAA CHATb GypHYC, BO3BPAaTHAACh H ONATb
NOJOXKHIa MHE PYKY Ha NJeyo.

— ToabKo BOT 3aueM Tbl, Ayl1a MOSl, K 3THM NI1YHOCTAM
ce6s npuyuyaewsb. 1 rpyau BpeaHo.. H AIs1 KapmaHa! —
npu6aBHAa OHA, YJablbasicb B BHle H3BHHEHHS.

— Kakas y Hero BewMua caaBHasi,— ckasana Adek-
caHapa AJleKCaHApOBHA, B3SIB MOM (PHAMIPAHOBLIA MOPTCH-
rap.— [locmoTpu-ka, Jliobywka. Otkyaa y te6sa 3to?

— Ilonapok,— orBeuan 1.

— Hamckuii? N

— KoHeuHo! — cka3an s H pacxoxoTaJqcsi: MOPTCHrap
6bi1 BoiMrpaH y BetisinHa.

— Kaxkas xe 3T0 Takas nama nolapuaar’? — cnpocH.a
Jlio60Bb ANleKCAHAPOBHA C HEyNOBOJNbCTBHEM.

— Monoaenbkasa M KpacaBuWua,— oTBedasa f, MPONOJ-
Kasa cMeAaThben,—-- madame Berauna. -

— H, npoxkasnuk! — BckpHuana, 3acMesiBIUHCb TOXKC,
Anekcanapa AgckcauapoBHa.— Yero He Bblaymaer! YX H
Halles KpacaBHIly — MHe poBecHHLUY!

— 3a u4T0 Xe 370 OHa Tebe B3ayMmana AapHTb? — Npo-
aonxana Jo6oBb AJNCKCaHAPOBHA elle C HEKOTOPbIM CO-
MHEHHeM, HO yX 3aMeTHO CNOKOHHee.

— § 3aHuMaipch ¢ ee CbIHOM,— OGDBACHHA A X0/01-
HO,— Mbl TOBAPHIIH: ACHET NPEAJOXKHTb MHE He/b3fl.

1 3amoauai, W OHH NpUMOJKAH. Bce 310 OblIH He-
yAayHble MOMbITKH HABECTH pedb Ha MOI0 «6e3yMHYIO XH3Hb>.
Jlio60Bb AsleKCaH1pOBH4 B3AblXxajsa H BO3BOAH/IA OYH K MO-
TOJIKY, HLld H He HaXoAsl TeMbl, Anekcanapa AJekcaHipoB-
Ha noHsna ec 6ecnoKOHCTBO.

— UYro 3to Erop EropoBuu He wnaer, a obelian,— 3a-
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MeTHJ/a OHa, 3arasHyB B okHo.— Hy-c, Cepreid Hukonaesnu,
TaK KakK Xe-c?..

— UYro, Kak Xe? — CNpocHA s, 3eBHYB.

— Oreu poaHoii, mporaoTHws!.. Ix, MoJjoaexb! OxHH
pa3 BCTaJ NMOMOJHTBCA, 4a YX H HOCOM KJloet!

— $1 HOub He cmaJj,— cka3aJa f, BCTaBas, H, HAA K cebe,
OCTaHOBHWJCA Ha nopore.— JlyHeuka, Kak Bbl JAyMaeTe, He
nopa /¥ HaM NPHHATHCA 3a 3aHATHA? Mecslu BakaluH, npa-
BO, A0BOJbHO. MHe ckyuHo 6e3 aesna; AyMaio, H BaM Toxe?
Bbl He OXOTHHLUA TePATb BPEMEHH...

— O, roay6unk Mo#!..— nocabiwancs wenot Jlio60BH
AsleKcaHIpOBHBL.

— Kak xoruTe,— oTBeyana [lyHeuka.

— 3TO0 Kak Bbl XOTHTe,— BO3pa3Hua si, 6yATO He 3aMeuast
MPHCYTCTBYIOLLHX,— Ka3eHHas BaKalHs — A0 aBrycra; HO
MHe XOTesochb 6bl, 4TO6b 3aHATHe 6bLI0 AJf Bac MPHATHee
BcAAKoro yaoBoabcTBHA. Toabko Toraa s couty ceb6si Bnpase
CKa3aTb, UTO caesaas AJs Bac UTO-HHOYAb, KOr4a Bbl MOYYB-
CTBYeTe HCTHHHYIO JIO60Bb K TPYLY, K HayKe; KOrAa Bbl CaMH
cebe cKaxkeTe, UTO BCSiIKas npa3gHas MHHYTa ecTb rpex, Ta-
KOH »)Xe, KaK mpa3jHoe CJOBO...

— [loan ciona ko MHe! — npepsana Jlio6oBb AnekcaHa-
poBHa.

Ona ob6auBasachb CJae3aMH.

— [lonu cona. Jaii s Te6s o6HuMy na nepekpewty. [oc-
noab ¢ tobo#!.. [Ipoctn Tbi MeHs... OTAOXHH NoOAH, Jy4lue
ycHH. A Tam u 3afimerecb. OHa yMHoOe AHTS, OHa Te6Gs Mno-
HHMAaeT...

51 nouenoBan pyky Jlio60BH AsnekcaHApOBHbl, NMOTOM —
yXe caM He 3Hal 3aYeM — M0XKaJ KOCTJABYIO UbINASYbIO
aanky JlyHeuku u 6eroM Ha JleCTHHUY, B CBOIO KOMHarty, 6po-
CHJICSI Ha NOCTeJb H NnpocnaJg A0 Beuepa.

Ecau npoTHB MeHs cocTaBAs/ICA 3aroBOp yBellaHHi, npe-
LOCTepe>KeHHH, BCAKOH MOpaJjH, To Moed peublo K [lyHeuke
Al HaHec eMy yjaap elle A0 HauyaJja, a NOTOM Pa3pyLIHJ OKOH-
4aTe/bHO: B TEYEHHE TpeX PacKaJeHHO XAapKHX AHeH A umen
MY>XeCTBO MepecnpoCHTb y MoeH ydyeHuubl Bcero «Hosas u
lllancans» ¢ MHAJTHOHOM NMpHMEpPOB H3 KakorpaduH. $ npu-
HAJ CBOM Mepbl H o6aaBaJics x0104HOH BoaoH, HO [lyHeuka
M3HbIBAJla — TOJBKO He NpHJAeXaHHeM, 32 KOTOpoe ee Ha-
rpa)kKaajad HOBbIM BapeHbeM. J11060Bb AsieKcaHApPOBHA Obi-
Jla oyapoBaTe/NbHa; A MPHHHMAJ TOXe CBOH Mephbl noajaep-
)KHBaTb ee MHJIOe pPacloJioXXeHHe H, sIBASSCb B YacTbie Yachl
elbl, CTOJIbKO TOBOPHJ H pacCKa3biBaJ CEepPbe3HOro W 3aHH-
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MaTeJbHOro, paccyXiaaj TaK 4YYBCTBHTEJbHO, LWYTHJA TakK
OXHBJIEHHO, YTO OHAa Hauajaa ynortpel6/siTb pa3Hbie YJOBKH,
yTOGbl yaepXaTb MeEHSl XOTSl HeCKOJbKO MHHYT MOAOJIbLIE.
Ho a B3arasabiBas Ha uyacbl H, Bockauuas: «IlyHeuka, no-
pal» — CTpeMHJICA B KJACCHYIO KOMHAaTy, 4acTo [ae Harle-
Bas TMeCHIO, OTYero elle MOpa3HTeJbHee Ka3ajnacb HAaCTy-
NnaBlUIAA 3aTeM TOPXXECTBEHHAs THUWIHHA KJjacca.

— JluBatoch s Ha Te6sA,— cKasasa AnekcaHapa Auek-
CaHApOBHA, KOTOPYIO s y6JaXXaJ TeM, 4TO eJ HeHMOBep-
HO,— 4TO ¢ TOGO# clenanochb?

— 41 Bcerza Takoil,— oTBeuaJa .

— B nepsniit pa3 BHXY.

— H, yto Tbl rosopuuwb, CaweHbka,— BcTynuaacoh Jlo-
60Bb AJleKCaHApPOBHAa,— Mbl KOT[a CTaJH ero 3HaTb? 3a Ka-
KHe-HHGYaAb nodroaa A0 KoHuyuHbl otua! lllno au Becesabe Ha
ym? A BOT OH Tenepb.. MusaocTb rocnoaHs! MoJ040CTb
cBoe Geper!.. ¥ BHOHO, TOYHO Bceraa Takoil Obll: MOKOH-
HHK, 6blBaJO, rOBapHBaJ, uTo Thl ero yrewelue... Hanefcs,
MO# Apyr, Ha 6Gora: H Bhnepel, YTO 6bl HH CJYUYHJOCb, He
OCTaBHT!

[Ipen TakumH npopouecTBaMH, Npea BecejJHeM H CorJaa-
CHeM, UApHBLWHMH B A0Me, npea ycnexaMH [lyHeukH H MOHM
npuMepHbiM npuaexanuem Eropy EropoBuuy ocraBasoch
NOHHKHYTb Tr0J0BOl0 H Ge3moaBcTBOBaTb. OH TOJMBKO TMO-
cMaTpHBaJ, 6YATO He Beps rja3aM CBOHM. 1 noctapaJncs elue
nojiyyile ero o03afauHTb. Pa3 oH HaBs3ajcs GPOAHTb CO
MHOIO N0 caay B CyMepKH.

— JKanew,— cKasan s,— UTO He HCMNOJHHA OAHOro
CBOEro NpeanoJoXeHHs.

— Kakoro?

— BblTH H3 rHMHa3nK 10 BaKallHH, 10 3K3aMeHa.

— A notom?

OH npoHu3Hec 3TO C TAKHM TOPXKECTBOM, 3TO KOPOTEHbKoe
CJIOBO GblJIO TaK MOXOXe Ha npe.rml\umapﬂoel BOpYaHbe Ma-
JIeHbKOH cO6auyOHKH, rOTOBOH pa3pa3HTbCst TABKAHbEM, BCH
€ro BO3HerojoBaBuIas, 3aBepTeBLIAsicA (PUrypKa TakK Harmo-
MHHaJIa 3TO MHJIO€ XXHBOTHOE, UTO A naJ cebe MHHYTY Ha-
CJAAJHTbCA H NOMEIJIHTb OTBETOM.

— A noTOM? — NOBTOPHJ OH, YCHIHBAsA TOH, KaK HCTHH-
Hbl{H pHTOD.

— A notom, B aBrycre, nepxaTb NpHeMHblii 3K3aMeH B
ceabMoO# KJacc. A TO ABa roaa NMpoHAYT AapoM.

' npeaynpexnawuwee (ot ¢pany. préliminaire).



— W Bbl HageAaHCh BbiaepXaTb?

I noxaa nneuamw.

— UYTo XK,— npoaokKaja OH, He TO NOHMaHHBbIA, He TO
HE3YHTCKH »KeJsasl H3JOBHTb,— BpPeMA elle He YIUJ0, MOXHO
H Tenepb...

— Her-c, Bpema ywsno,— npeppaa 1.— C Masa HJH anpe-
Js 51 6bl ycnesa MOATOTOBHTLCA, a Tenepb — HeT. § He Tak
caMoHazaesiH, uTo6bl Boo6paxkaTth, 6yaTo 3Be3abl ¢ Heba XBa-
Talo. K ToMy Xe Jerom cienoBano no3aboTHTbCA H O 310-
poBbe. «Hayka goara, »H3Hb KODOTKa» — CJel0BaTe/bHO:
«6apckylo paboTy BeK He mepepafoTaelllb» H 4eJOBeK AOJ-
XKeH AyMaTb O XH3HH...

DTHMH AHAMH Y MeHfl GblJ0, BIpoueM, He MaJeHbKoe 3a-
TPpyAHeHHe: 1 3a6bl1 cBOH 6yMaxHHK y Mapbu BacuabeBHhl.
51 6611 npocTo 3aapecroBaH: Kyaa nodTH Ge3a neHer? Mens
My4yuaa nocanaa; BeTauH ovyeHb OCHOBaTesNbHO MOr Mpeano-
JIOXKHTb, UTO Al HCNYraJcs, pa3oropyujcs ot 60JbLIOro npo-
Hrpbillla, YTO MHE He Ha uTo Hrpatb. Mapba BacuabeBHa He
nokasbiBaja rJa3 Leaylo Helealo, Tak uTto gaxe J1io60Bb
AnexkcaHapoBHa Bblpaxa/ja HeloyMeHHe, Kyla OHa 3anpo-
nactugaacb. bbulo rayno, uto oHa He WA K TeTKaM; 6yMax-
HHK OGbl] MHe HeO6XOAMM, HO BHAETb ee MHe He XOTeJsoCh, a
MOHTH NMpOCTO 32 6ymMaxXKHHKOM 6bli0 HenoBko. Ho naxe v B
3TOM MOCellleHHH OHa Boo6pa3uaa G6bl BHHMaHHe, J060Bb,
Henpeo0JHMOe BJeUYeHHe; NOAH A K Hell — s naa 6bl el Han
co6oit npao. [lpu3Hatoch, a1 60a/cA, H AOHbIHE 60lOCb, He-
H3MILLHbIX CaHTHMeHTaJbHOCTe#, mnopbiBoB. O6pa3uuk HX
Mapbsa BacunbeBHa yxe ycnena noka3aTb MHe CBOHMH MO-
CAeAHHMH OOGDBATHAMH H CTYKOM, C KOTOPbIM 3aXJOMHyJaa
ABepb; NpH BCTpeye MeHs, KOHEUYHO, XAaJo uTo-HHU6Yyab B
3ToM poae. Camoe BbIXKHAaHbe MOEro BH3HTA MOKa3biBaJo
C ee CTOPOHbl CaMOHaAeAHHOCTb M HAaCTOHYMBOCTb, KOTOPbHIM
A Obll He HamepeH naBaTb nob6aaxku. YTo6bl 3acTaBuThb ee
BMOJIHe B 3TOM y6eanTbes, A He wea K Hed. Ml npocto MHe He
XOTeJOCb €€ BHAEeTb, MHe Obl0 HENpUATHO O Hell AyMaTh.
3TO YYBCTBO YCHJHJIOCH A0 TAKOH CTENEHH, UTO 1 B3APOTHYJ
H no6senHen, Korja pa3 BeyepoM [lyHeuka cka3ana, Bbirjas-
HYB B OKHO BO BpeMsf KJacca:

— Bor Mapbsa BacuabeBHa HaerT.

— 3aHuMaiitecb,— cKasaj s Tak CTPOro, YTo OHa OTO-
ponena; oHa yx O6blI0 OTBbIKJIA OT MOEH CTPOrOCTH.

51 cabiwan, kak Mapba BacuabeBHa Bouwsa, Kak 310po-
BaJacb CO CTapyXaMH; OHA UYTO-TO NOKa3blBaJa; OHH BOCXH-
L1aJHCb, MOHHXAA roJ0C, HO ee roJOCOK 3BeHes KakK-TO He
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no-npexHeMy. O60 MHe oHa He cnpocHaa. Q60 MHe BCNOM-
HHAa J11o60Bb AsleKcaHApOBHA, OCOGEHHO MOJNIOGHBILAA MOE
o6L1ecTBO.

— UTto 310 OH ceroaHsa Kak poaro. [lepeBean Thl yach,
CaweHbka, nmycTb npo6bIOT.

— 3, HeT, OH N0 CBOHM Bceraa! — Bo3pasuaa AsekcaH-
apa AneKkcaHIpOBHa.

— Hy, Tak A npocto nososy.

— Jlo6ywKa Hawa pacuwaiuaacb,— COCTPHJIA MEHblLAA
cecTpHua 6e3monBHO# Mapbe BacuabeBHe, nokyna crapiuas
CecTpHUa TsAXKeJO NOACTYNMaja K ABepsM.

— Cepexa, Apyr MoOH cepaeuHbli, 10BoJbHO BaM. Tbl
COBCEM YTOMHJICH; i HblHYe Y} Hal TOOOK BOJIO BO3bMY.
[Tpu6upait Bce, JdyHeuka.

— TIlocmorpu-ka, [yHs, uto TyT! — 3akpuuasaa AsekcaH-
apa AsieKcaHIpOBHa.

JlyHeuka nobexxasa B rOCTHHYIO, H TaM pa3jaJcs ee pa-
JOCTHBIH BH3I' H MOLEJYH.

— MajeHbka eli npuHHecaa...— OOBACHHJIA MHe LIEMNo-
ToM Jlio60Bb AnekcanapoBHa.— BoT ee oruy ¢ mMatepbio roa
KOHYHACA... BypHycHK, waanky, pa3Hbole pa3HocTH. He mo-
XeT OHa BH/JeTb CHPOTKY PaBHOAYLUHO, YeM TOJbKO MOXET...
[Toan nocmotpH.

OHa noBepHyJach B TOCTHHYIO; 5, KOHEYHO, ocCTaJcs.
Bmecro Jlio6oBr AnekcanapoBHbl Bowsa Mapba Bacuab-
€BHA; OHA KAak-TO 3aTOpPOMNHJacb, TOYHO HCNYraHHas MOHM
YYTHBbBIM MOKJOHOM, KDENKO C)XaJja MHe PYKY H THXOHBKO
CKasaJja, noaaBas MOH OGYMarKHHK:

— Bbl 3a6blan...

51 eme pa3 NOKJOHHJICA H MOJuYa MOJIOXKHJA B KapMmaH.
OHa BcsA BCMbIXHYJAa H NOCKOpeH Bbilwaa. MHe MeabKHYJ0
NoAO3peHHe, HeT JH CIOpPNpH3a, HO Pa3bACHATb Obl1O He-
KOrja: CTapyXxH 3acTaBjasijJH MeHs J11060BaTbCA 6YPHYCHKOM.
Mapba BacuabeBHa MOKOHHO_ycesnacb B FOCTHHOH, 3aMeTHO
HamepeBasiCh MPOBECTH 31echb Bech Bevep. 5 cka3aj, 4To yxo-
XY Kynatbcs H UTO6 MeHsl He X AaJH K 4alo, H Ha yJHle NoTo-
poONHuJCSA 3arJasiHyTb B 6yMaxKHHK. OH 6blal TYro HabHT, acCHr-
Hauuu OblNH 3aBepHYTHl B PO30BYIO y3opuaTyilo OGyMaxky,
Ha KOTOPOH KaJaJHrpadH4YecKH H He COBCEM rpaMOTHO ajpe-
COBaHbl KO MHe pa3Hble HEXHOCTH. ITO 6biJI0 CMELIHO, IYNO,
HO HAaHMBHO, H paccepAHTbCs He GblNO BO3MOXKHOCTH. §I nocne-
Wwua K BeTaHHy H He 3acTaJj ero, YTO MeHsl B BbICLLIEH CTeNeHH
paspocanoBaJjo: He ObiTb elle AeHb, OYATO NpsATaTbcs, 3Ha-
YHJI0 KOMMpomeTHpoBaTbcA. JlecATb pa3 MOBTOPHB MNpHKa-

292



3aHHe CKa3aTb €My, 4TO sl MPHXOAHJ, UTO He Gbl Heaesio 3a
He310POBbEM, UTO MPOLLY NPHCAATh CKa3aTh MHe, KaK TOJbKO
OH BepHeTCsl, 1 B OTBPATHTEJbHOM DacCMOJOXEHHH ayXa, caM
He 3Hasi 3aueMm, nouwea AoMo#. I Hajesncs, UTO yX He 3a-
CTaHy rocTblo, H, uTO6 He TOJKOBATb C CTApyXaMH, npoiuen
npsamo B cal. Ho 1 own6ca B pacueTe: MeHS! He TOJBKO XKaa-
JIM, MHe B3AyMaJH naTb npa3aHuk. CToJa, HAa KOTOpPOM f 3a-
HHMaJcA, OblJl HAKPHIT H 3acTaBjeH CaMOBapoM, BCAKHMH
ArojaMH, NMPOCTOKBAlIaMH, SIHYHHUAMH,— MOJAHHK, paHHHH
YyX¥HH, 4TO YyrogHo. MHe B Ty >Xe MHHYTy pacckKasaJH, 4To
3To npuaymana Mapbs BacunbeBHa, H Bce caMma OHa cioaa
¢ IlyHeuko# Hocusa, ycraHasauBana. Jlio60Bb AJsekcaHa-
pOBHa, CBEpPLIHB BEJHKHH MOABHIr, AOHAN B AaJb CBOEro caaa,
OTAbIXasa Ha MOeH KylleTKe, Jio60Baaach NpHPOAOH H YIAHB-
Jsiacb, YTO OHA, HHKAK, JeT JecATb TYT He Oblaa.

— W mecta He y3Haio, npaBo, 6yATO HOBOE.

— IlukHHK y Hac, NHUKHHK! — BOCK/IHUana Asekcauapa
AnexcanapoBHa.

OHH eJH H NPHrOBapHBAJH TONBKO: KaK XaJjb, 4YTO He MOr
npuith Erop EropoBuu: y Hero, HecMOTps Ha TenJo, peB-
MaTH3M pasbirpascs. [Ioapo6HOCTH 3TOro peBMaTH3Ma, A0/ XK-
HO GObITb, elle NPUOABJANH anneTHTa AeBHLAM, HO i COYTHYJ
HX JTHKOBaHHS; A He GblJ, He MOT H He XoTeJ 6biTh B LyXe.

— UYT0 HOCHK NOBECH1? — HIPHBO cnpocHaa AnekcaHapa
AnekcaHapoBHa.

— §1 npo3n6,— orBeuaa 5.

— beperu cebs, aywa Mos,— coxpaHH O6or! — npous-
Hecna Jlio60Bb AnekCaHADOBHA, MIFHOBEHHO YMHJSAACH, elle
BCHA NnpeHcnoJHeHHas Mbicad o Erope EropoBnue.— MaiueHs-
Ka, YTO X Tbl €ro He NMOTYYelllb YeM FOTOBHJA? YK TaK H OuiTb;
BHAHO, C BAMH, MOJIOAEXbIO, He MepecnopHiLb!

— Ja u MaweHnbka TOXe,— 3aMeTHaa AsekcaHapa .
AnekcanapoBua.— Urto He Becena? Hy, noruyii.

Mapba BacunbeBHa Mosauya nopana MHe nayky MaxHToC;
JyHeuka yx Tpeulasna COHYKOH; cTapbie AeBbl yablGanHCh.
$1 no6aaronapua, HO oTka3ajacs. JIio60Bb AseKcaHApPOBHA
NoXBaJiHJla MOe BO3/JepxaHHe, HO Gecenra 3THM He OXHBH-
naceb. ConHue ceso. Y6upaTb Hamo ObL1O MHOro, H XOTS
Anekcannpa AnekcaHapoBHa 3ameTHaa: «KTo npuHec, TOT 6H
H YHOCH/1»,— HO OXOTHHLbI He Bbi3blBajqHCb. [lyHeuka noGe-
XKasna B KOMHaTbl Bcael 3a J1o6oBblo AseKcaHAPOBHON; B
call fiIBHJCH NMOJK FOPHHYHbIX; AJlekcaHapa AJseKcaHApOBHa
opylWweBHaIa HX KoMaHaoH: «Ha uapsi!» — M uyallkH, MHCKH,
camMoBap,— BCe BMHI HCYe€3Jlo, H OHA caMa 3a HHMH.
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— A 1bl, MauieHbka, eule NOTy/dsewWb? — CIPOCHIA OHA
y BblXoja.

— [a, TeTeHbKa.

Mapbs BacuabeBHa Tak MaJjo roBopH.]a BO Becb Beuep,
4YTO 3TO CJIOBO, MOKA3aJ0Ch MHe, 3a3BEHEN0 KAK-TO OCOGEHHO
pe3ko. OHa 1ina KO MHe HaBCTpeudy; Kak ceiiuac CMOTPIO Ha
Hee. [lepBbie BneyatneHnus, 6yab OHH caMble mouljble, He 3a-
6bIBAIOTCA... YCTPOMBATLb 3TO MHpOBaHbe — 6bl10 6eCcTakT-
HO; OCTaTbCA B caly, KOraa sl Tak 3ameTHo Obl1 He B Ayxe,—
elle 6ectakTHee. HakoHel, MATH MHe HaBCTpedy — 3aueMm?
OHa goaXHa 6bl1a 0XKHAATb, YTO f1 3arAsiHy B GYMaXKHHK,
NPOGLIBLUKI LENYI0 HEAeMI0 B UyXKOM AOMe, B UYXKHX DYKaX...
OHa wWwa 3a 6naroaapHocTbio! B Takux cay4asx nosnesHo
AaTb NOYYBCTBOBATH 6JarojerensiM, 4TO Mbl OTrajbiBaeM HX
HaMepeHHs...

$I Bcraa u cam mowes K Heli HaBcTpeuy.

— baaropapio Bac 3a peHbru,— ckasan f,— A BHeJ,
HO He ycnea cyecTb. CKaXHuTe, CKObKO? 3aBTpa A0CTaBJIO
BAM DAacClHCKY.

— Uro? — cnpocHaa oHa.

$1 nosTopu..

— Urto BbI? Ha uyrto pacnucka? Kako#t ato poar!

— Kak e He poar? M He MajeHbKHH.

— Bosce nycrsku.

— KoHeuHo, Bbl 6oratbl, HO Bce-TakH. Ecau Bbl aoBepse-
Te MHe Ha CJO0BO...

— Tocnoawu, uero nosepsats! 51, npaso, He 3Haw... S xo-
TeJa, MPOCTO TaK...

— [lonapuTth MHe? — moackasaa f, yCMexasch.

— JHa... BoabMHuTe...— BbHIrOBOpHJA OHA.

51 nomonuan.

— Buaure au, Mapbs BacunbeBHa, XOTA Bbl OYeHb CO-
CTpajaTenbHbl, MOMOraere CHpOTKaM, HO Bedb MNOAApPKH Ae-
JIAlOTCA C OrJASIAKOH: OHH MOTrYyT H OCKOPOHTb...

TyT noaHsaJcA B3pbiB c/e3 H pbllaHHH. 51 He 3HAJ moTOM
HH OJAHOH >KeHWHHbl, KoTopasa 6bl naakana C Takok cTpa-
CTbiO, KaK-TO MNO-A€TCKH, NMO-KPEeCTbAHCKH, XaJjobHo, ¢ Gec-
CBA3HbIMH BOCKJHUAHHAMH, 6e3 ManeHllel »XEHCTBEHHOH 3a-
60Tbl O rpauUHO3HOCTH CBOHX ABHXEHHH, O Nopsiike CBOEro
Hapsaaa. Ecan Mapba BacuabeBHa He Obi1a 6e3o6pa3Ha B
cje3ax, TO edHMHCTBeHHo G6Jslaroaapsi cBOed Henoale/bHOH
CBeXecTH W 3aMeyaTeslbHOH KpacoTe CBOMX BOJOC, 3a KOTO-
pble Morsa xBataTbcsl 6e3 onaceHHs pacTepATb HX. 3aTO OHa
H XBaTajna HX HEMHJOCEpPAHO, 3a/aMblBasi PYKH.

294



— [HoBoabHo! — cKaszan §, OTBOAA 3TH KpOLUEUHHE,
KpyrJble H KpenkHe sankd.— M3 yero croabko kpuky? Jlioau
noayMatotr 60or 3HaeTt 4ToO.

— A passe He 6or 3Haer 4TO? — BCKpHuYanaa oHa.— § Te-
6e MOI0O XH3Hb OTAana, a Tbl He Gepellb KaKoro-HHGYydb
B3aopal!.. He HyXHO MHe TBOHX Jack, a Aai MHe aas Te6s
uyTo-HU6YAb caenaTb — BOT uTo!.. Paspe B Jsacke m0608Bb?
pa3Be B cTHXxax J1060Bb? 3a04HO HaAO 6biTb — BOT JI06OBb!

KoHeuHo, onpeaeneHde A0BOJbHO OpHTHHAJbHOE H 10-
BOJIbHO COHBUHMBOE, HO OHa B 3Ty MHHYTY Obli1a mpexopo-
weHbkasA. OHa NpHHAJIa MOoe pacKasiiie ¢ PaAOCTHHMH, OYeHb
KpacHBbIMH cJe3aMH, YCIOKOHJAaCh, oBecesesna, HO Bce Kak-
TO THXO, CA€PKAHHO; OHA, CKOpee, NMOKOPSAJIaCh MHE, HeXeJH
COYYBCTBOBAJA.

JTo 6bla B CaMOM Jese OPHrHHA/JAbHAA »KeHUHHA, H fl
HHKAaK He 0)HAaJ B Hell TakoH ObicTpoil, 3ameTHOH H Gec-
TAKTHOH MepeMeHbl: Y HeH MOUTH HCYe3/1a ee BeCesoCTb; «XOo-
XOTYHbfI» CTajJa CMesiTbCSl «M0 MpPa3sfAHHKaM», KaK BbipasHJ-
Csl OAMH H3 TAapHH3OHHBIX jeunes-premiers ' Mon pacckasbl
O CTapblX AeBax, O MOeH KPOTOCTH, BO3JepXaHHH, NpHJIexKa-
HHH, nopaxeHnuax Eropa EropoBuya ee He 3a6aBasau; oHa
cayuiaga KX Kak-TO HCMYraHHo, cOBeCcTJMBO, a pa3a [Ba,
NOJIYyHEAOBOJIbHAS, NaXe MeHsl OCTaHOBHJa,— B UeM, KOHeu-
HO, NONpoCHAa npoueHus. BnpoueM, s HHCKOAbKO He 3abo-
THJACA nepepaboTbiBaTb ee MOHATHA; A Obld K HHM COBEpLIEH-
HO PaBHOAYLWEH H He AOMYCTHJA 6bl HX cTecHATb MeHs. C cBo-
e CTOPOHbI, COrjalasch Ha ee «3a0AHO» B MAaTepHaJbHOM
OTHOLWIEHHH, A yX KOHEYHO He HamepeBaJCsl MEHSITb MOHX
y6exaeHHH, uTOo, BnpoyeM, 6bl10 Obl H HeBO3MOXHO. OHa
caMa MorJia 3TO 3aMeTHTb H NMOHATb, H, NoJarai, 3ameyaJna
M noHuMana. Kak OHa yXHBaJjacb ¢ 3THM — He 3HAal0; 1 He
cnpawuBan. § no3poasa cebs JIOGHTb H «aeaaTb AJAs MeHS
4yTo-HHOYAb». OHa 006HBANACh 3TOrO «BbICUWIErO» CYACTbA;
ANsl MEHsl »Ke Jyullle, ecJH 3TO CyacTbe TaK JeleBO MHe
CTOHJO.

Ona 6bina peBHHBA. 51 He Npo60oBaJ OTYUHTb ee; s aeJan
BHA, YTO He 3amevalo. Jloraganacb JH OHa, YTO YNPEKH HH
K 4eMy He MOBEAYT, HJH PacCyAH,aa, UTo H3 «b6apblilieHb» H
«1aMO4YeK» KpYXKa, rie s BepTe cfi, OHa Oblja BCe-TakH
camas npeseHtabe bHas; pas3ousa JH, UTO C HE TPYAHO

! mepsuix N1060BHKKOB (Ppany.).
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conepHHUaTh B CBOGOAE H CPeACTBAX, HO OTpaHHUYHBAJA Npo-
- fIBJIEHUS] CBOeil PEeBHOCTH TO/AbKO JIerKkod 3alyMUHBOCTbIO
M HHOTAA 3anjakaHHbiMH raa3amu. [locnenHero s Tepnetb
He MOT, uTo H 06bsiBHaA. [IpH MOCTOPOHHHX OHa HepxKanacb
CO MHO# [AOBOJIBHO HEJOBKO: TO CJAHLWIKOM YOMOPHO, TO CJAHLU-
KOM 3anpocTo. MoxeT 6biTb, 3TO MHE TaK TOJbKO Ka3aJoch;
MOXeT ObiTb, 3TO 3aMeuajH H MOCTOPOHHHE, MOXeT ObiTh, H
He 3aMeyas] HHKTO — MHe GblJlo BCe PaBHO, A He pasiyMbi-
Bajacsi. OHa He MOr/ja MOCTHTHYTb, KaK i MOTY BCTpeuaTbCsl
¢ Helo 6e3 BOCTOProB, a NMpPH rocTAX, NPH TeTKax, Aaxe Clo-
KOHHO 10 pPaBHOAYLIHA; KaK s1 MOTY NPOAO/XKATb H AaXe pac-
TATHBATb KJacc ¢ [yHeukoi, KOoraa oHa «NpHwWJIa, H CHIHT
TaM, H XIeT MeHsI»; KaKk He 6ery sl TOT4ac B Cal, KaK y MeHA
JOCTaeT AYXYy FOBODHTb B €e NMPUCYTCTBHH BCAKHe NYCTHAKH.
OHa npo6oBaJja M0XaJoBaTbCsA, YTO A1 ObIBAIO Y Hee pelko;
A He BO3pPa’KaJs, HO He MPHUXOAHN KPAAY ueTbipe OHA...

Pa3 oHa cnpocuaa ¢ rayneHbkoH, po6KOH WYTKOH:

— A y BersiHHa Bce noHTHpyewb?

— Ilpukaxkere orgaTb OTuYeT? — OTBevasa #, MOAHOCH
PYKY K KapMaHy 3a 6yMa>KHHKOM.

— Tl ¢ yma cowen! — BcKpHuYaJa OHA, 3aX0XOTaB, HO
no6aeiHeB KakK CMepTb.

1, Bnpouem, Hrpaa Menblwe. Mapba BacunbeBHa Bce-Taku
OTBJIeKaJ1a MeHsi OoT Hrpbl. Ecan 6bl cKa3aTb edl 3T0, OHa Obl
BO3pagoBanacb, XOTA, KOHEUYHO, O6BACHHIA 6bl M0-CBOEMY.
K ToMy e MHe HajoeNH BeTIHHCKHe YXHHb. CMesch 3TOMY,
OHAa OAHAXAbl B3[yMa/a YroCTHTb MeHSl, H, XOTf Mbl OblIH
C He# TONbKO BABOEM, 3TO BbIUIIO H3AALLHO H NMPHATHO. S Gbin
OXHBJEH, nl06e3eH H, 6aaropaps, ckasaj, 4YTo Xxopoliuee yre-
HHe mowso el BNpOK.

— IlepBblii U nmocnegHWi,— oTBeyana oHa.— Pas mowy-
THTb MOXHO, @ TO JIIOAH TOJKOBaTb CTAHYT.

— Bbl oueHb OCTOpPOXHbI,— 3aMeTHJ .

— CKOpO HacCKy4HT,— BO3pa3HJia OHA XOJIOAHO, KaK i He
oXHaan.

Y Hee B noMe XHa1a cTapas POACTBEHAHLA, HO BO BCe
BpeMs 3HaKOMCTBa fi BHAeJ ee pa3a TPH — HEUTO HCKomae-
Moe uaH nognoabHoe. OHa HH C KEM He TOBOpHJA, KOrAa Mno-
ABAs/ach;, HAa Hee HHUKTO He cmoTpes. Kro-to nposBaa ee
¢loMallHell TeTeHbKOH», B OTAHuUHe OT TeTeHeK CMYTOBBIX.
[To nMeHH ee He Ha3blBaJaH. ITO GbIJIO CYLLECTBO, COCTOsIBLUEE
NpH Xo3sicTBe MOKOHHOro Ka3Haues,, HO TOJbKO MO YacTH
KYXHH H KYpSITHHKa: B KJa[OBYyl0 OHO He jgomnyckaaocb. OHa
uesable AHH cuiena y cebsi B KoMHarte, TaM W obenaJna.
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OHa Xu/a Ha NoKoe, U XHJAO0Ch ell HeaypHO. S OoHaKAbl 3a-
rMsIHY] B 3TY KOMHaTy — OHa 6bl1a NpocTopHee, HapsiiHee,
ueM cnanbHa Mapbu BacuabeBHbl; cTrapyxa, cTpaliHas Kak
BeibMa, B G6eJOM HakKpaxMaJeHHOM KanoTe, B LIEJKOBOH
MaHTHJ/IbE, 3acefana nepej NOJyBelePHBIM KOGEHHHKOM.

Bbl ¢BOIO TeTeHbKY OueHb JeJseeTe,— cka3aga s Mapbe
BacuabeBHe.

He nenedatb — MeHss 6or y6ber,— BO3pasnja OHa C
noJiHeRUWIUM y6eXK1eHHeM,— 4ero OHa, HecuacTHas, He Ha-
Tepnenach!

MHe xusoch He ckyuHo. Ecau ya0BOAbCTBHSA 3TOR XHU3HH
6bl M H He COBCEM MO MOeMY BKYCY, BCe-TaKH s MOT He CTec-
HATbCA 6paTbh HMX CKOJbKO XOTea H pa3Hoo6pa3uTb CKOJbKO
6bi10 BO3MOXKHO. [1o KpaliHeli Mepe He npuTynasaaach daHra-
3HA K A COXpaHAa cebsi BHYTPEHHO H HApyXHO — MOPALOY-
HbIM UYeJOBEKOM...

[TpoBHHUKAAbHBIE AOMa — pelleTo, B KOTOPOM Bojda He
nepxuTca. Kro, Kak, Korga npoBejaj O MOHX OTHOLUEHHSIX
K Mapbe BacuabeBHe H pacnpocTpaHHa O HHX CBEAEHHA —
s He TpyAHJCs y3HaBaTb. Ho cranu 6poanth ToakH. Mapbsa
BacuabeBHa y3Ha.s1a, BepOSiTHO, Upe3 FOPHHYHbIX H Mepecka-
3a/sa MHe C yXacoM.

Thbl cAHWKOM TPyCHUIb,— BO3paxasa f.

Euwe nonnatumcd, noroau! — TBEpaH/Ia OHA H ONSATH
NpHHKHMasach MepPecuYHTbIBaTb BCEX KYMYyllUeK, KOTOpble Ha
Hee KOCATCA.— A TO H BOBCe CBeAAT, KOTAa Y3HaloT...

Yro y3HalOT> — cnpauusaga 1.

9 1OKa3blBaJs ei, uTo (CKPbITb HJH Pa3riacHTh HalWW OT-
HOLIEHHA — OT Hee caMoi 3aBHCHT. Ei cTOHT TOABKO Aep-
XKaTbCA YMHO, HE CMOTPeTb Ha MEHR NMPH MOCTOPOHHHX BOC-
TOPKEHHbIMH [J1a3aMH, He 6pocaTh PEeBHHBbLIX B3rasiloB, He
BblKa3biBaTb, 6YATO HMeeT Hal0 MHOI0 KaKylo-TO BJacTh,
He JaBaTb 3aMeyaThb Ha CBOEM JIHLe AdXe DasayMbsi, He TO/b-
KO Orop4yeHHs, He 3ajapHBaTb CBOHX FOPHHUHBIX, & Hanpo-
THB, ObITb C HHMH CTPOXKE; TOrAa eCJH KTO H B3AyMmaeT Ha-
6.1104aTb 32 Helo, TO He HaWleT K ueMy NpHBsA3aTbhCcA. TaHHa
BCeX ya1au: CMeJOCTb H — «XOPOHH KOHUbl!». $1 ybexxaeH B
3TOM H Tenepb, Kak Toraa. Besikas BbicTaBKa UyBCTB H OTHO-
UIeHHH HeNpHJHYHA, HeNpHATHA, He BeleT HH K ueMy, Ko
MHOTrOMYy 00s3blBaeT, H -— UYTO BCero Xyxe — 06s3biBaeT He
TOro, KTO BbICTaBJ/IAET UyBCTBO, @ TOrO, AJSi KOFO OHO BbLICTAB-
JeHo... I He Tepnaio Takol LeNnH W orpaxaalo cebs 3apanee,
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Koraa c6Ju»xKaloch ¢ KeM 6bl HH OblJIO, TeM 6oJee C XKEeHILH-
HO#. A paau Mapbu BacnibeBHB KOMIPOMETHPOBATbL CBOIO
caoéouy — 6bl10 Yy KpalHe HaMBHO.

Ectb npaBuio,— rosopun s eit,— «L’homme peut
braver I’opinion publique, la femme doit s’y soumettre»'.
Ho ecau 6bl KeHlWHMHa cjenoBasa 3TOMYy OYKBaJbHO, OHa
He HMesna 6bl ABYX CHacTAMBbIX AHeH. Mexay Tem npasujo
Heo6XxoAHMO /151 o6ulecTBeHHOro nopsiaka. Uro xe genatb
XKeHliHHe? [TOKOpATBLCSA TOMY, KOro OHa JI06HT, MOKOPATLCA
Oo6LUIeCTBEHHOMY MHEHHIO M JIOBKO XOPOHHTb KOHUbL. Bort
H BcA 3ajayva!

OHa oKkasblBasacb, 0OAHAKO, TPYAHOW B 6.1aroycTPOCHHOM
ropoae N. Pa3 s urpaa y Berauna.

— Tbt, roBOpAT, NOAXBATHI KPAaCOTKY? — CKa3aJ OH MHe
H TIPHMOJIK, OIJIAHYBIIHCh Ha NOCTOPOHHHX.

— Tak uto xe? — orBeuan .— He crecHsifica, npoao.-
Kai. Komy a0 storo aeno?

Ho Beab Thi... uesoBeK NoAHayaJbHbif.

B ruMHa3HH y MeHs 3a NnoBeleHHe — nATEpKa, a MNo-
JHleiiMelicTep MOXeT YAOCTOBEPHTb, UTO Ha yJHLAX A CTe-
KOJl He GHJI.

— Jla, HO Bce-TakKH...

— UYro «Bce»?

Tbl XKeHHwbcs, uto au? OHa Bedb crapuue Tebs...

$I noxas nJjeuamu W He oTBevaJ.

He npouwiio, kaxkercsi, H ABYX AHeH, A Jexan y ce6a B
capy, Ko MHe npHbexana Mapbs BacuabeBna, paccTpoeH-
Hada. OHa 6bl1a y TeTOK; OHH MPHHANH €e XOJOAHO, Heapy-
*Keao6Ho. $ nocoBeToBas et He obpawlaTb HAa 3TO BHH-
MaHHA.

Kak Tbl Tak Jilerko roBopHilb! — BO3pa3nJa OHa.

Tak He XOAMTb K HHM BOBCe.

BMmecrto oTBeTa oHa 3ansakaga. Boliisna HenpusiTHasa cue-
Ha, B 3aKJlOueHHe KOTOpPOoH s 0ObSABHJ, UTO, €CJAH TakHe
HCTOpHH ellle XOTb pa3 MOBTOPSTCS, MEXAY HaMH BCe KOH-
YeHo.

— 51 cveay OT BalIHX MOYTEHHbIX POACTBEHHHU H pac-
n1auycb ¢ BaMH.

[TocaeaHel yrpo3oli MOXHO OblIO YKPOTHTb BCSIKHE ee
axKHuTauuu. 3Hasi 3To, 1 npHbeperan yrpo3y K KOHLY CLEHHI,
H TaKHM 06pa3oM He TepAJ BJACTH Hal «060XKaeMOH» XKeH-

! «MyXuHHa MOXeT npeHeGperaTh OGLIECTBEHHBIM MHEHHEM, XEHLH-
Ha [OJIXKHA eMy NOoKOpATbes» (Ppany.).
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WHHOH. §I, BnpoueM, He B3Aa Ha ce6s TpyAa NPOAOJKATb
KOMeAHIo: y61aXaTh TeTEHEeK H NOAAepPKHBATb HX MHJIOE pac-
nonoxeHue. MHe Hapoeno. TeTeHbKM OXJajenH K HaM, HO
MHe 3TO 6blJI0 PeLIHTeJbHO BCE PaBHO, TeM 60Jjiee YTO OXJaX-
JleHHe BbIpa)aJjocb TOJbKO B310XaMH OJHOH CeCTpHLbI H
npekpaueHdem wyrok apyroii. Erop EropoBny He Mor 6biTb
* npu3BaH Ha nomouwb. OH, KaK MHe YyJAaBaJoCb CJbILIAT,
Jexan Ha oape 60Je3HH, O YyeM JeBbl OYeHb COKPYLIAJHCh.

Tak npowen Mecsin. Bb yx koHew Hionsi. Kak-To ogHax-
Ibl, BOPOTACb Ha 3ape W Npocnas NO3AHO, A 6bl1 yAHBJIEH
HeOObIKHOBEHHOH THIIHWHOH B FOCTHHOH ¥ BO3HEH B [€BHUYbHX.
$1 cowen. B rocTuHo# y uaiiHoro ctona 6bisa ogHa JlyHeuka,
pa3aensiBlias CBoe BHHMAaHHe MeX/]y ABYMSl KHHXKaMH —
O/lHOH, B CTApOM KOXaHOM MepernJere ¢ 3acTeXKaMH, 1pyroH,
TaKOH e Ha BHA, Ho 6e3 3acTexek. [Ipn MoeM npuxole oHa
3aTOPOMNHJIACh, He 3Has, KOTOPYIO CNpPATATh.

— T'ne xe TeTywKH? — CIpoOCHJ 1.

— Tawm, y Eropa EropoBuua,— orBeuaja OoHa H BApYT,
pelHBLUHCD, BbIJIOXKHJ1A H3-NIOA PapTyKa Ha cToJ 06e KHHXK-
KH. S TONIbKO TYT NMPHUMETHJ, YTO Yy Hee rJa3a 3anjakaHbl.

— YT0 XK, BaC B rOCTH He B3fAJH?

— $1 tam ceftuac 6bina... OH KoHuaeTcH.

— Erop Eroposuu?

— Jla. M Bac HoYblO XOAMJAH 3BaTh, Bac AoMa He Oblio.
51 Bac yaeM Hanoio, onATb TyAa MOHAY.

OHa crana aenatb ya.

— B Bac He ymper AsekcaHapa AnekcaHaipoBHa,— 3a-
METHJ fl, TS, KAK OHA pacnopsiXanach.

OHa rayno nocmoTpena H He oTBeyaJa.

— Urto x 310 Erop Eroposuu Tak npoBopHo?

— OH paBHO ¢ noctesd He BcTaBaJj. Bul K HeMy nofigere?

— $ He mokrop.

— A npocTtuTbCs?

— Kakas Bbl crapas crapyxa, Jlyneuka, Bce 6bl BaMm
npowatbcsi, NOMHHaTb. YMep Tak ymep. Ot Anama JioaH
YMHPAIOT.

— MtHoro s Buaena NOKOHHHKOB,— MPOAOJKAJNA OHA, B
pasaymbe BOASl JIOXKEYKOH MO MOAHOCY,— manaily ¢ mMama-
WeH, Ballero nanatuy...

— M ewle Bcsikux nanaw ¥ Mamaw: BeAb Bac Bce MO paH-
HHM, 32yNOKOMHBIM 0GeAHSIM BOAAT,— npepBan s.— OcTaBb-
Te 3TOT NeyaJbHbIH NMpeAMeT, OT HEro TOJbKO CTapbiX AeB He
TOWHHT. KakHe 3T0 y Bac PONHAHTHI?

$1 PUCKHYJ NMPHTPOHYTHCHA: KHHXKKa C 3acTeXkKaMH 6blia
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KaKOH-TO MOJIHTBOCJIOB, KaK cJelyeT 3aKanaHHbIH BOCKOM H
maciaoM. [lpyras — Hemeukuit [lunnep.

— OH MHe Buepa mnoaapH....— BbIroBopHaa JlyHeuka.

— 3, tak xuB 6yper, ecan euwe [Uuanepa paput! —
BCKpHUaJ s, XOX0Ua, Pa3BepHY/ KHHTY H NPOAEKJaMHPOBA,
KakK HHTepecHbi npuHL KapJaoc noBecTByeT 0 cBoeil npecTyn-
HOH J106BH. $1 Bceraa OCOGEHHO YRAUHO KOMHYECKH uHTaJd
nogo6Hble BellH. MoeMy OXXHBJIEHHIO, OAHAKO, HE OTBEYA.JIH.

— [a Bbl noOHHMaeTe JH? — CIPOCHJ 1.

— OH MeHs BCeMY Y4HJ...— OTBevaJa OHa H pa3pblia-
Jacb HaA YalIKaMH.

91 6pocHa el KHHry H ywed.

KoHunHa npaBeaHHKa H BCA NOCJAEAOBABLUAS 33 HElO BO3-
HAl BBIFHAJH MEHS H3 10Ma; XOpOlUO, YTO HALIeJCH NPHIOT.
«JloMawHss» TereHbka Mapbu BacuabeBHb nonJgesnach Ha
BCe lepeMOHHH H nocesadsacbh y CMmyToBbix. BMmecto Hee s
npoxHa y Mapbd BacHabeBHbl Bce 3TH NATb [AHeH Tpaypa
H MoseHui. Hawe Bpems wao HeaypHo. Mapbs Bacu.abesna
cMmesisach, 6ofnach, 3alyMbiBaJjach, pagoBaJach, 6b1a cya-
CT/IHBA.

— bBor 3Haer, uTo Takoe,— roBopH/sa OHAa,— HHKOrAa f
TaK XOpOLLO He XHJa.

— CkaxHu cnacu6o Eropy Eroposuuy, uro ymep.

— He rpewn! — BockanHuana oxa.

HakoHeu Bo3BpaTHsaach ctapyxa, H nopa 6bi1a BO3Bpa-
wartbcAa H MHe. $1 pewwHs, uTOo NMOARY Tyda BevyepoM, KOraa
yx Bce ycnokositcs. O6e cecTpHubl 3acenajH Ha CBOHX
mectax; Jlio60oBb AJeKcaHApOBHa ¢ u4epHbiM G6aHTOM Ha
uenue. Anekcanapa AnekcaHApOBHA, MO TNPHBbIYKE, BHI-
risiHyJa B TNPHXOXYIO, NpoH3Hecaa cefe nof Hoc: «ITo
Ceprefi HukonaeBHu»,— H onsATb ycejnacb 3a cnuubl. 91 Bo-
wesa. Ha moi# nokaon orBeTHan Moaua. MosuaHHe, BnpoueM,
CKOPO HX YTOMJSJIO.

— Tloka3san rnasku,— 3ameruna AnekcaHapa AsekcaH-
LpOBHa.

— $1 He oxunana,— Hauana Jlio60Bb AneKcaHApPOBHa,
CHHMas yepe3 rojlOBY CBOH OUKH, 4TO 6bl1O Yy Hee MpPH3HAa-
KOM BOJIHEHHA,— sl He OXHAaJja 3TOro c Baled CTOPOHHI.
Jpyr orua, HCTHHHO 6JaropoaHbiH, CBATOR ueNOBeK, KOTO-
puiii B Te6e 6paJs Takoe ydyacTHe, Kak ecaH Obl, MOXHO CKa-
3aThb, B cbiHe poaHoMm... ¥ Bapyr... U nomonnTbea He npHiiTH,
H nocjaeaHero AoJra He OTAAaTb!

— [Ila, yx wuMeHHO nociegHero! — noarsepauna AJiek-
caHapa AnekcaHApOBHaA.
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— Emy He HyxHo, o — Ttas! (Jlio60Bb AneKcaHApOBHA
Kyaa-To MaxHyaa pykoio.) OH H He TpebyeT, uTo6 ero mo-
MHHIH. U MONHTBH eMy He HYXHW — cam 3acayxual.. Ho
BH-TO, MOJOJ0H YesNOBeK, i He MOHHMAlo,— HHKAKOro uys-
crBa! TsixKes10 3TO BUIEeTh, APYr Mo#i cepaeyHbiit. J)KH3Hb TBOSA
BCAl BMepelH; uTO X TH cebe TrOTOBHIIb, €CJH HHKOrO He
Mo6Hb? 3a Te6s ropbko. (Y Hee MoaHAHCH cje3n.) Beab
yX He NonpaBHllb, He BOPOTHLIb, UTO CXOPOHHJH...

$1 uyThb He pacxoxoTaJ/csi: MeHfl myrajH HeBO3MOXHOCTbIO
NOBTOpPEHHS] MOXOPOH CBATOro yesaoBeka! Y MeHs 6biJ roToB
OTBET, HO OH MpHiesacsi 66 He MO pa3Mepy 3THX lOJOB.

— Bbl ouru6aetech,— BO3pa3HJa A C AOCTOHHCTBOM,— S
JOBOJIBHO MOJIHJCSA H cKopbea B Aywe. Ho He packaHBaioCh,
4YTO He NPHCYTCTBOBAJ NPH neyasbHbix obpsigax: s He MOry
HX BHIETb.

— Ortua e XOpOHH/I,— BMeluianacb AsnekcaHapa AJek-
CaHApOBHA.

— H orroro nmMeHHo — tem GoJiee He MOTYy.

— Ax, 6aTtiowika, Hy, AypHoTa 6bl ¢ TO6OH caenanach,
BOAOH Obl oTnouau!

— OrtroBopka,— npousHecna Jlio60Bb AneKcaHADOBHa.

— Bbl He CHHCXOQHTENbHbl K OYeHb OObIKHOBEHHOH, HO
Heno6eAUMOH (PH3HUYECKOH ca1aboCTH,— BO3Pa3Ha 1.

— UYyBcTBa HeT, TaKk Mb (H3HUYECKOH csrabocTbio cebs
H3BHHSEM,— cKa3aJaa Jlio608b AnekcaHAPOBHA THXO, HO TakK
Npe3pUTeNbHO, KaK S OT Hee He CJbIXHBAJ, H CO B3J0XOM OT-
BEPHYJ1AaCb K OKHY.

$1 cuen cueHy OKOHYEHHOIO H ylesa K ce6e HaBepx.

Ha apyro# neHb ¢ yTpa MOH XO3SIHKH XOAMJH YTellaTbCs
MOJIHTBOH B NoTepe Apyra; ¢ HHMH, KOHeuHo, xoauna H Ily-
HeuKa, Tak 4YTo No KpalHell Mepe Bce yTpo s 6bl1 H36aBJeH
OT 3THX HECHOCHbIX pH3HOHOMHIH. OHH MOJYaH, MOJUAM H f.
[Tocnie o6ena s 3aHuMmanacs ¢ [yHeukoi, Koraa npHuwna
Mapbsa BacuabeBHa. [Ipuem 6bi1 63 BHIFOBOPOB, HO XOMOA-
Hbll; Mapbsi BacunbeBHa KoHgy3uaach. [1ynoctb Bcero 3to-
ro MeHs 6ecuja, 1 UyBCTBOBAJ, YTO He B CHJMAX 3aHHMATbCA,
otocaan [lyHeuKy B cal H cKa3aJ, uto 6yay npocmaTpHsaTh
ee nepeBoib. B HennoTHO 3aTBOpeHHYIO ABepb Sl BHAEN H
cabllag, YyTo Jenanocb B roctHHod. CtapyxH yHHHO pabo-
tanad. Mapbs BacunbeBHa nepebupana 6axpoMy CBoOeH
MaHTHJbH. Bce nomanuuBaiH HJAH NepeKHAbIBAaJHCb H3Bec-
THAIMH O MOTOAE, O POXKAEHHH H POCTE JIyHbl H TOMY NOJO6GHOM.
Jli060Bb ANeKCaHApPOBHA MOXaJoBaJacb, YTO C KOHYHHOH
Eropa EropoBuua u KHHI HeT, M raser HeT.
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— Bece, uto Gbiio y nokoiiHuka,— pacckasasa Asekcal-
apa AunekcaHapoBHa,— nJeMSIHHMK Kakoii-To, BYepa npH-
exaJ, 3abupaer. Tenepb Tam Takoil norpoM. Cmex, mpaso.
[Ipu KH3HH ri1a3 He Ka3aJj, H He C/AbIXaJH O HEM, a TYT, KakK
H3 [10Ma MOKOHHHKa BBIHOCHTb — HAaCJeQHHK BBIHCKaJCS.
M eme 6orartenbkHit,— Ha uTO yX eMy Bcel.. A NOKOMHHK,
A 3Halo, caM He pa3 MHe FOBOPHJ, UTO €CThb 3/eCb ceMeifcTBa
JBa-TPH TaKHe, KOTODbBIM OH XeJaeT OCTaBHTb, MOTOMYy —
KpaHHOCTb. «A KHHMIH,— rOoBapHuBaj,— AETAM MOHM» — yde-
HHKaM TO eCTb...

— Ha, Bor yHeuka..— 3ametrusa Mapbsi Bacuabes-
Ha.— Beab ee Hapo 6b1o Gbl Kyna-HHOYAb 3aMECTHTb, Te-
TeHbKH, YYHTbCS.

— Kyana 3aMecTtutb-T0? — cKasana Jlo6oBb Asekcan-
ApoBHa.— ¥Yx nocje Eropa Eropouual..

— Jla Beab yuHTbCA BCce-TakH Hano. Ecau 6bl B NAHCHOH...

— He no neHexkam! — npepBana Asekcanapa Asekcal-
JpOBHa.

— Ho, TereHbkH, pa3se Bbl MHe He MO3BOJIHTE... Belb A
HMeI0 BO3MOXHOCTb...

— Hy, yx 3TH naHcuoHbl! — npepBana Jlio6oBb Alek-
CaHApOBHA, MaxHyB pYKol.— Cnacu6o! — noroBopHusaa oHa
KaK-TO rOPbKO H OTBEpHYyJach.

— 3, HHKAaK, KOPOB NMPHTHAJH; YTO TaK pPaHO? — BCKpH-
yana Anekcanapa AnekcaHApoBHa H noGexasna CnpaBasiThb-
CA O NpHYHHe.

51 He mory 3a6biTh, K&K MeHl HacMelLIH/JO ee BOCKJAMLA-
HHe, CPelH BCeX NMPOUYHX YyBCTBHTEeJbHOCTeH. Mapbsa Bacuab-
eBHa NpPOAOJIKaNa CHAETb MOJUYa, HarHyB TOJIOBY; MHe TOKa-
3a/0Ch, Y HeH HaBepThiBaJHCh cae3bl. Kpecao Jlio6oBH Adek-
CaHApOBHbI ObLIO PAAOM C MOeH ABEpblo; A He MOF BHJETb,
KakKoe OBHXEHHe clesaja crapyxa, Ho Mapbsa BacuabeBHa
BApPYr 6pocHaach K HeH.

— TeTeHbKa, 32 UTO Bbl HA ME€HS FHeBaeTeCh?

M Hayanuch Takue mouesyd M pbllaHHA, UTO A AyMaJ, HM
He 6yaeT KoHUA. DTH ABe 0COObl OblIH XYLOMKHHIBl B CBOEM
jene; TYT GbIO COCTA3aHHe.

— TereHbKa, 32 4TO BB Ha MeHsl rHeBaerech?

— Jpyr Mo#, aywa mos, roaybka, 3a 4yto MHe? Pa3sse
Thl Nepeio MHOIO BHHOBaTa?

Heno poxoanno no Bonges. .

— Tbl nobpa, Tel Hac No6HWbD... KpoTkas! Tel nepen co-
60# He BuHOBaTa Jau? [lepen co6o...  nepen Hum? Manbuux
OH ellle, QHTH...
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He 3Halo, yuto 6Bl oTBeyasna Mosi KpoTkas roay6bka, ec-
Jd 6bl B 3Ty MHHYTY He yBHJesla MeHsl nepen cobolo. Ctapyxa
CHlesa CMHHOIO, CrJIyXy He Or/siHyJachb Ha CKPHN OTBOPHB-
welca ABepH, a B 3KCTa3e He 3aMeTHJa HCMyra, ¢ KOTOPhIM
Mapbs BacunbeBHa cnpsATtana cBoe JIHUO €H B KOJIEHH.

Sl xnan; MHe 6bl10 JIOGONBITHO, UEM 3TO KOHYKHTCS; MHe
NnouTH XxoTejocb, panH spdexra, utobul J11060BL AseKcaH-
JApOBHa MOBEPHYJACb W MeHs yBuaena. Mapba BacuabeBHa
4yyBCTBOBAJA, 4TO A He yxoxy. Ona Mojuana HeLoaro, He
CTOJIbKO, YTOGbl MOXHO 6bIO MPHHATb MOJYaHHE 33 pacKas-
HHe. Sl caM yauBHJICSl, KAK TBEPAO H OTYETJHBO OHAa BHIrOBO-
pHJa, MOAHAB rOJOBY, XOTSl He MOAHWMAas rjaasa:

— Her, TereHnbKka, A nepex HHM HH B 4eM He BHHOBATa.

[Tocabiwanuce waruk  AnekcaHapbl  AsneKCaHAPOBHLI.
A1 ckpblacs. JIo60Bb AnleKCaHAPOBHA, JOMKHO OblTh, yAOBJE-
TBOPHJACb OTBETOM, NMOTOMY 4TO 3allenrasna pasHbie GJaa-
rOCJIOBEHHA H NpHraalleHHs onpasBHTbed. Ecan CauleHbka,
BXoAs, M Oblla 03ajauyeHa pPAacCKpPacHeBLIUMHCS TJa3aMH H
H3MSATbLIMH NMPHYECKAMH, TO AOJXKHA Oblla TYT e YCMNOKO-
HTbcs: Jllo6ylwKa 3aroBopuaa xots Apebe3xkKallHM, HO A06-
POAYLIHBIM, NOYTH BeceablM rojsockoM. Craji 3BaTh H HCKaThb
MeHs uTo-TO KywaTtb. J1 c6exan co ABopa upe3 CaAOBbIH
naeTeHb.

OtBer Mapbi BacuabeBHbl H, riaBHOe, ero TOH He BHI-
XOAHJH Y MeHAl H3 NaMATH. JT0 ObLIO YTO-TO OUYeHb YBepeH-
Hoe, pe3koe. OHa Bceraa 6bl1a HCKpeHHa,— H TYT He BO3pa-
3HJ1a, 4TO He BHHOBAaTa npei co60i0, HO, CTano O6biTb, Oblia
y6exaeHd, 4To nNpaBa B OTHOLWEHHH MEHs, KOTAa OCMeJHJaach
BbIFOBODHTb 3TO MHe B rsnasa. Yro-to HeoxHaaHHoe. Takue
3aMalllkH A BMOCJEACTBHH BCTpPeUas B XKEHUIHHAX, HO TOJbKO
MHOrO JeT No3JHee; Tenepb fi NPHCMOTPEJICA K HHM, Toraa
3TO NPOH3BEJO HA MeHs Bneyatjenue. Ho HH Ha Apyroi aewb,
HH B CJeayiolllHe, HHKOraa notoM mexxay Mapbeit Bacuab-
€BHOH H MHOIO He 6bl10 cnoBa 06 3ToH cueHe. ToabKo pas,
Heayscb C TeTeHbKAMH, KOTOpble OTYAaCTH BO3BPaTHJH e€H
cBoe 6J1aroBOJIEHHe, OHa BCTpeTHJA MOH HacMeUHBHH
B3rJAA H BCMbIXHYJA. 51 He nNonpocHs o6bACHEHHS.

Ho mne cranoBHJ0OCh ckyyHo. 3ab6aBa BnajnaJja B OJHO-
oGpa3ue, MeJKas ApaMa CTaHOBHJACb NOULTON; «b6eCKOHeu-
HO MaJble», CPeAH KOTOPbIX MPHXOAHJIOCH BPaLlaTbCsd,— 0J0-
JeBajH. KyMyuwKkH W MaTyuwkH, H3 6GoJjee o6TecaHHbIX, nepe-
cTandH 6uBaTb y MapbH BacHabeBHb M 0TNycKaTb CBOHX
JOYeK; IOHOE€ YHHOBHHYECTBO H BOHHCTBO CTaJ0 NO3BOJATH
cebe 1epxaTbCA C KAKHM-TO HENPHATHO pPa3BA3HbIM OTTEH-
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KOM, KOTOpDbIi B HECKOJIbKO [HeH y)Ke ycrnesg HeCKOJbKO pas
BHIBECTH MeHs U3 ce6si. A MHe 6bl10 Heo6XxoaHUMO ce6s caep-
XKHBaTb, u3beratbh ckaHaana.. 1 Bnagan B MOWJIOCTb!..

B rHMHa3HH noueMmy-TO OTJOXHJAH HAyaJO KJaccoB 10
ceHTabpAa. 51 He 3Has, Kylda AeBaTb 3TH C HeGOJbIIHM ABe
Hepenu. Knaccbt BbipBajH Obl MeHsl M3 3TOH KOJIEH; HO UTO
Takoe Kaacchl? Kyaa geBaTb BpeMsl nocJje Kjacca, uTo ae-
aatb?.. § ThicsAuy pas 3anaBasa cebe 3TOT BONPOC, HHKOraa
He peuias.

OaHuM yTpom s nepebupan TeTPaAH MOHX CTHXOTBOpe-
HHH H HayaToro pomMaHa, pasayMbiBasi HaJ HHM H Hal CBOUM
6y4yLIHM, KOrAa MEHS MO3Bajy.

— Kro-To Bac cnpawnBaer,— o6bsiBHIa AJjekcaHipa
AnekcaHapoBHa.

9l couten. Jlake# H3 rOoCTHHHUbBI NPHHEC MHE 3aNHUCKY OT
MpHe3Xero, KOTOPbIH TaM OCTaHOBHJcA. §l mpouen, He Beps
raa3am: 3to Muweas! Muuens 3aech! Muuienb 308eT MeHs
K cebel.. lleable roabl He H3rAadHJH H3 MOeH NMaMATH 3TOH
paloCTHOH MHHYTH cO Bcel MoNHOTOH ee BneuataeHHs. C Hee
Hauanacb MOSl XH3Hb...

— Cuio MHHYTY... Geryl..— oTBeyasn s; He NoOMHA cebs
6pOCHJ QeHer MOCJaHHOMY, YAHBHB €ro LeApoCTbio, 6pocHI-
CAl HaBepx, H... He 3HaJ, uTo Aenathb. Bce Bhinagano y meus
H3 pyK. K cuacTHio, Yy MeHsl 0CTaBa/Jochb CO3HaHHe, UTO MHeE
Halo OLEeTbCH; UTO ceHyac i fAIBAIOCb Ha rJasa ueaoBeky,
HMelollleMy MpaBo NoTpe60BaTb OT MEHS OTYETA B MOEM Ipo-
wealleM, B MOEM 3HaA4YeHHH; YTO AeJ0 HAET O Moeil 4ecTH,
0 MOE€M [JOCTOHHCTBE H fl AOJIKEH A0Ka3aTb, YTO HE H3MeJb-
yan... OTpaaHO BCTPeTHTb NPEBOCXOACTBO,— €lle OTpalHee
6e3 CMyLIEHHA CTaTb Nepel HHM JHUOM K Juuy!..

S opencs npesecTHO; caMas MOCMeWHOCTb MOEro TyaJe-
Ta npHaana emy ocobeHHylo rpauHio. HecmoTps Ha BoHHY, Ha
3aTPyAHEHHUs, HA LOPOrOBH3HY, Y MeHsl GblJH BCceraa HacTos-
mue ¢ppaHuysckHe nepyaTkd. B rocTHHOH, rae yx paccnpo-
CH/IH JlaKesl, COCTABJASJIHCb TMPeANoJOXKEHH, K KoMy
eny.

— Oun kak Tebe pOAHA? — KpHuana, [OTOHAS MeHs,
Anekcanapa AJiekcaHapoBHa.

— Un ami de ma tante! ' — orpeuan s, npoxoas H npe-
noctaBass nepeBod IlyHeuke; s uyBcTBOBaJa ceGsl He B cO-
CTOSIHHH BbIPA3HTbCA HHaue, H, rJ1aBHOE, NO-PYCCKH.

MHuenb npuexas TOAbKO B 3Ty HOUb, HO B FOCTHHHIE YX

' Ilpyr moeit Tetn! (¢ppany.)
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ycrenu MOHATb, ¢ KeM HMeloT aeso. MeHsl TaM TOXe 3HaJH.
[Ipucayra sacyeTHaachb, KOraa si CPOCHJ MPHE3Xero.

— Muxaunna MiBanosnua? [loxanyiire...

5l Bowesn. MHweNb 3aHHMaN JydlUHe KOMHAThL...

51 6yny 6ecnpucrpacren. 51 MHoro o6d3aH Muiwesaio MOHM
pasBHTHeM B [eTCTBe, HPABCTBEHHOH MOAAEPXKOH H npo-
6yX/1eHHeM MOHMX CHJ B 3Ty 3M0XY Nepenoma, 6aaropasym-
HbIM COBETOM H AesiTeJbHbIM yyacTHeM MO3AHee, B 3aTpyAa-
HHTeJbHble MHHYTbl >KH3HH. CrnOCOGHOCTH 3TOro uyesoBeka
HECOMHEHHbl, H OH He OTKa3blBAJCS CJAYXHTb MHe HMH Kak
HAacCTaBHHK, KaK TOBapHIU, Kak Jiobuteab. Kak aroburess,—
MOTOMY 4TO TpeBOra >XH3HH Oblna ero cgepa, 3aHATHE, HC-
KycCTBO... Sl OTAa10 eMy NOJIHYIO CIPaBeiJHBOCTb, HO s 6ydy
GecnpHCTpacTeH.

Sl wen K HeMy, KaK HAYT Ma/NbUHIUKH HA nepBoe JNI060B-
Hoe cBHAaHHe, GpaHAaTHKH — Ha HCMOBelaHHe CBOHX yOexae-
HHHA, pekpyTbl — Ha cMoTp. [lepeno MHOH HocHJacsi o6pa3
H3SLLHOTO MOJIOJOTO Yel0BeKa C OFHEHHbIM B30POM, MpH CBe-
Te MartoBblXx JaMmn. MHe 6bl10 A0OCaAHO Ha APKOe YTpeHHee
COJIHLE, KOTOpOe TaK MPOBHHLUHAJNbHO-TIOUJIO CBETHJAO B
MbAbHBIA KOPHAOP, B OTBOPEHHYIO [ABe€pb [IblJbHOH KOM-
HaTHl...

5l yBHaen NAOTHOro rocnofiHHa ¢ 60pOAOH, OCTPHXKEHHO-
ro No-pyccKH, B cepoM KaTaHe HapacnalluKy, CBepX KpacHOH
py6axH, BEILUUTOH 6esibiM; KaK MHe NOKa3aJoCh H KakK A yGe-
JAHACS NOTOM, y30p H3o6pakan netyxoB. YepHbie 6apxaTHble
NAaHTaNOHbl GbIIH 3aCYHYTbl B Canord ¢ KpacHOH OTOPOUYKOH,
JIaKHPOBaHHble, HeecTecTBeHHO 6e3o6pa3Hoi ¢opmbl. [Toso-
XHB Ha HHX MOpAY, crajna rpoMajaHas Meae/siHcKas cobaka.
OHa noaHanach, yBHAS MeHs, H 3apbluand. ['ocnoauH cuuTan
CTON6HKAMH MelHbie JeHbI'H H OGEePHYJCH.

— Jlexars!.. [lo3BoabTe y3HaThb, KTO...

51 Ha3Baa cebs.

— A, Cepreiil.. Jlexartb, Cyartan! y6Gupa#cs, uept!..
A, Cepre#t, 1a KakoH e Tbl... 3ApaBcTBYH!

OH nuxHYyJ KaGayKOM CBOEro rnca H cran o6HUMarb MeHs.

HyXHo a4 roBopuTth, uTo A ynaa c He6a? Bce pasaere-
JIOCb, UTO 51 XOTeJ cKa3aTb eMy. [IpocToe HabaoneHHe 3aHAN0
MecTo yyBcTBa. MHe 6pOCHAHNCH B Ij1a3a ABOPSAHCKAS MelaJb
M elle KAKOH-TO KPeCTHK Ha ero kagdraxe.

— Yrto 310 Yy Bac? — cnpocua s.

— C 3tuM, mon cher, ckopeli Jowane# AaayT Ha CTaH-
IIHH; Tenepb Mpoe3j CTPALUHbiA, H Tyaa, u oTtyaa... Hy, kKak
noxusaewb? JlaBHO He BHaaaucbh! PacckasbiBal.
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$l 6bl1 coBepuieHHO pa3BJaedyeH. $I cMoTpean Ha Hero, He
Beps rnaszaM. CBeTcKoro yesnoBeka yxe He 6bl10. Mol Haean
6bl1 pa3GHT; HAa ero pasBaJjJHHax BCTaBajo YTO-TO MaTepH-
albHOe, 4TO-TO NMpPOBHHUHAJbHO-TpyGoe. Moe cepaue cxa-
JIOCb TOCKOH OJAMHOUYECTBA, HO B HeM NOJHANACb H TOPAOCThb
NPeBOCXOACTBA; 5l He XOTeJ CKpbiBaTb ee.

— PacckasbiBaTh A0ATO H HEHHTEpEeCcHO,— OTBevand 1,
He6pexHO GPOCHB LIJANY HAa CTOJ, HO AaB 3aMeTHTb XO3sIH-
HY, YTO sl BHXY BCIO MblJb 3TOTO CTOJA,— H, A NOJATalo, Bbl
3HaerTe...

— UYro TBOH OoTeu yMep? 3HAI0, MHe CKa3aJH; H y KOTo
Thl XHBeLIb.

— Bam ckasanu 3zecb? Ho s\ Toxe nucan ma tante.

— Ja! U sto cabtwaa... [Toroan, Mbl npexae 3aKycHM.

OHn nossoHua. [lpu6exan naked.

— 3asrpakartb. 5l Tam 3akasan. A moero ®uaunna Jly-
KHYa TaK M He JOOYIHJIHCH?

— Cnur-c.

— Hy, xopowo. Xpucroc ¢ HuM. Buaute, ycraa oueHsb.
A BOT 51 ero 3aBTpa NpeAcTaB/io B NPHEM B 3JellHee Onogye-
HHe, TaK Jiyylie OTAOXHeT. JTO TBOH ObiBlHHA nax Puabka.
MeHs uM, OT WEAPOT CBOMX, Harpaauia Halwa ma tante.
Noantopa roma 6bloch ero 4esoBEKOM CAeaaTb; BOT YBH-
JHUb,— MoJio6yelbes.

MeHs, KOHeYHO, He MHTepecoBa/JH HH CBHAaHHe ¢ PHAb-
KO#, HH NOAPOGHOCTH €ro BOCMHTAHHSA, HO O HHX MHe HaroBo-
puan muoro. Ilonaawn 3aBTpak. 1 H TyT He y3HAn mpexHero
Muwena. OH en rpy6o, rpagHHYHK CKOpO MycCTesa, XOTS
MHwenb HHCKOJBKO He Tepsij caMoo6/1alaHHsA H He H3MEHAN-
¢ B pacnosoxeHuu ayxa... [locae mepsoro, npH3HaoCh,
HEeNpHSATHOTO BMeyaTJeHHs, 1 BCMOTPEJCS cepbe3Hee H CTad
eMy yAHBAATbcsl. UTO-TO MOACKasajo MHe, YTO 3TO — TOXe
CHJ1a, TOJILKO B ApYroH ¢opme.

— PacckasbiBaiite Jayuwe Bb,— cKa3aa §i,— 4TO Mma
tante?

— Bot cnoxBaTtuacsi! — orBeuan oH, 3axoxoraB.— [la
pa3Be oHa Tebs1 He W3BecTHsA? J1 Apyro# roa kKak c He#l pac-
craJncs.

— Heyxenn? 3auem? [louemy?

— Yro 3a auKOBHHKa — paccraTtbcs?.. TOabKO Thl, MO-
XKaayiicra, nepectaHb MHe TOBOPHTb 8bl; OyleM MO-CTapo-
My... 3aTeM, 4To He3ayeM GblJIO TaM OCTABaThCsl, @ NoUeMy —
MPHYHHBI Bceraa GblBa/H A0OCTaTOUHble. TeTeHbka TBOS, APYT
MOH, Hemeras aypa.
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OH €Ka3as 3TO H3YMHTEJbHO XJaJlHOKPOBHO H 3aX0XOTaJ
MOeMY H3yMJEeHHIO.

— OHa 6oJblue roga MHe He MHLIET,— CKasaJa fl.

— Hy, Ttak u ectb. M He Bbicbl1aeT Tebe HH KOMeHKH?

$1 6b1 BbIHYXIEH paccKa3aTb BCIO HCTOPHIO MOHX 3a-
TPYyAHEHHH, TaK e KakK BMellaTeJbCTBO MOero orua, KOTo-
poe — A noJaran — BCe HCMOPTHJIO.

— H Hemano: oHo nogocneso Kak pa3 ko BpeMmeHH. [Ipo-
BOAHB TebsA, TeTeHbKa BApPYr, HH ¢ 4ero, 6pocHiach B He-
O06GbIKHOBEHHYI0 MaTEePHHCKYIO N1060Bb; HE K JOUKaM TOJbKO,
a kK cBoemy Basepbsiny. Bece wano B Hero. UTo oHa no pasHbiM
33KO0YJIKaM 3a Hero J0JroB nepennartuna — He couTewb. He
MyIpeHO, 4TO OoHa Tebs 3abbiBana: Thl He CBOH H He Ha raa-
3ax; HO MHe-TO NMPHXOAHJIOCh KaKOBO? BOO6Gpa3H nonoxeHue!
MU k stomy — peBHOcTb! a cama aypHeeT, XeJaTeeT,— Bejb
noa copok! poBHO AecsiTb JeT MeHA crapue. Ka3azaocs, mor-
sia 6bl MOHATb, YTO He PAaAH MPEKpPacHbIX raas ee Jw06AT, A4
yX M CKPeNmHTbCA AYXOM, JOBOJNbCTBOBATbCS TEM, UTO AalOT.
Tak Her. CueHbl rayneiude. 1 4 paccyan/: ecaH s 130 4YTO
Mory, TO HMelo nNpaBo H 6paTtb uto Mory. TakuM o6pasoM,
MO MHWJBIH, B NpOW.Jyl0 3UMY (He 3Ty, a B TOT roA: BOWHa
TOMbKO HayHHanacb, 0CO6EHHO BCe 3aKyTHJH) Mbl ¢ Banepbs-
HOM BJABOEM TOrO e# CTOHJIH, YTO OHAa — pyKamH Bpo3b. Hy-c,
KakK Tbl AyMaellb, KTO TYT BCTYMHJCHA?

— YX u He 3Ha10,— cKa3an A.— Heaneno npeanoyioXHTb,
YTO ee CYMpYyr.

— OH-T0, uMeHHo. Cynpyr H poauteab. Boiwen norpom,—
CBATbIX BOH BblHOCH! OH 1oc/1al MeHs1 KO BCEM YEpTsAM, s ero
TyZAa Xe, H Mbl paccTanucb. CblHKa OH — B TOT Xe 4ac B IOH-
Kepa, HeB3Hpasa Ha NJay POAMTENbHHLbI: OHA Belb pa3oM Te-
psina Hac o6oux! Ha npouanbe oHa nonapuna mHe PHAbKY.

— Tak BanepbaH — loHKep? — cnpocun a.— [ge oOH?

— Tenepb He 3Haw. OH yx O6bl1 nmpeiacTaBJjeH, 1a Ha-
WaJHua; ero HblHellHed BeCHOH — B psAaoBble, B P-ckuil me-
XOTHbIH.

— UYTO Tbl rOBOpHILDL?

— Tbl Tak He yxaca#ca! y Hero mamenbka. Cena gaa
noexana 3a HHM cJjefoM; 6pocHaa MYyxXKa, aodepei...

— A oHH otnpasuauch B CapartoB?

— [louemy Tbl 3Haewb?

— CayuyaiiHo cablwad.

— Hy na. OH Taku, MyXeHek, Bblka3an xapakrep. Jla
HY ero coBceM. 51 K HUM Apyro#l roa HH HOroii.

Mensi B3ano pasgymbe. BoT KoHeu OnecTsiniell ApaMl,
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KoTOopoi s, pebeHoK, 6bln cBHaeTenem! A 51 BAOXHOBJASJICA
eo!l.. Kakaa rpy6as HacMewka!.. MHe BooGpa3Haach CaHTH-
MeHTaJbHas ma tante, npHHocsillas cBoe NOKasHHe K HOraM
3aKOHHOr0 Cynpyra; MHe CTaJl0 ropbKO, BO MHe [OAHSAJOCH
KaKoe-TO Npe3pHTeJbHOe OTBpAlUEeHHE...
— Tak oHa noxajaejna 0 AeHeXKax? Ha)aJoBaJjacb Ha
TeGsl,— CNPOCHJ Sl C yCMELIKOH.
— A, Hy ux! — nostopua Muuwens 1 ctaa Kopmutb Cya-
TaHa c CBOeH TapeJKH.
S1 HeBosAbHO nMoAOGpas HOMH, KOraa NoAOWJIO 3TO 4ydo-
BHlLe. MHweab XxoxoTaJ.
Hexenka! B KH3HH ciefyeT KO BCeMy MPHBbIKATh.
S1 He cTaa BblpaxaTb, KaK MeHsl HEMPHATHO 3aTporHpaJa
nepeMeHa ero NpHBbIYEK, H BOCMOJIb30BAJCA €ro HelepeMoOH-
HOCTbIO, YTO6 MpeasOKHTb LIEKOTJJAHBbIH BONpOC:
Kak e Tbl XHBEWb?
— To ecTb B KakOM OTHOLIEHHH? He B CepAeYHOM JH?
TH, TeTeHbKHH BO3JieJIeAHHbIH, TOJNbKO, MOXeET 6GbiTb, H BOOO-
paxkaellb YTo NJaaMeHHble cTpacTH. Her, MHani MOH, Bce

3TO B310p.
— Tu BnpaBe Tak roBOPHTb, MOTOMY YTO pa3oyapoBaJ-
Cfl...— CKa3aJ sl HepelHTe/bHO.

OH yrapaa MeHs.

— B TereHbKe-To pasouapoBajca? Otpoay He O6bin H
oyapoBaH. [la Tbl He XHTPH: Tbl He TO XOueWb CMNPOCHTb; MO
JHUY BHAHO... )KHBY fl, MHABIH, HEAYPHO, NoJyulle MpexHe-
ro, notomy uto caM ce6e 6apHH. Bor kartaio Kyaa xouy, H 3a
MHOR TFOHLOB He NMOCHJIAIOT; Aa H He yroHuwsbes. EcTb Takas
ao6e3ran oco6a Haranbs IlerpoBHa BuicoTHHa, BAOBa BTO-
pPOH THAbAHH Kynua, ABaJLlaTH NMATH rOLOB OT Pody, YepHO-
rnasas, 4yepHoOpoBasi; CHIHOYEK Yy Hee MaJleHbKHH Aa KamlH-
Taseu Tak cebe, Ha HalW BeK XBAaTHT, KOJNH XHTb yMHO. «[le-
JIOB» BCAKHX y Hee MHOro Ja NOApPSAHIIKH KOe-KakHe B Ha-
CTOSILLYIO TSXeayio roaHHy, Bced PoccHell mepexuBaemyio.
Tak BOT-C Mbl OTeuecTBy NoJab3y H NPHHOCHM. BOT 3a HblHew-
HIOI0 TOCTaBOUKY,— Moe3gouyka HeGoablIafA, a ThICYOHOK
NATb C XBOCTHKOM HaM nepenaJo. 3TO y>K Moe cCOOCTBEHHOe,
H OoTueTa He oTAaBad. TBOSl TeTeHbKa axHyJa, KaK MeHA Hbi-
HewHe#l 3uMol B coGonbelt wybe BcTpeTHaa... [1pasuao Tebe
Ha BCIO XH3Hb, APYr MOMH: €CJH XEHIWHHbl FAynbl, TO Mbl
He LO/KHB 6GbiTh raynbl. OHH Belb TOXe Hac 06MaHblBalOT —
Hy, UTO X, a trompeur — trompeur et demie!'

' Ha o6MaH — XBORHHM O6MaHOM (Ppany.).
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OH BcTajd, rosops 3To, H OTTOJKHYA cobaky. Ilepeno
MHOH Obl1 npexHuid Muuwenb, Bcso ero cTpoidHasi, BLINpPA-
MHBLIAACA Hrypa, €ro NoBeJHTE/JbHOE ABHXXEHHE, €ro rpa-
ILHSl, ero 3BYYHbIH HAacCMeLJHBBIH roJ0C, ero BeJHKOJelN-
HblR MAapHXCKHH BBLITOBOD, yJablOka, npobexaswas no Bce-
MY JHLY, OT SIPKHX ry6 N0 cJjerka npHNoAHABLUKHXCA Opo-
BeH... .

— Tbl cMOTpHLIb, YTO A TAcKalo BOT 3TO? — MPOAOJXKAI
OH, NoKa3aB Ha cBoH KadtaH.— Tbl aymaeuib, 1 3a6bl1, Kak
aoaun roeopat? Owubaewncs. Howy cepmsiry v Bpy npuba-
YTKH, MOTOMY 4YTO TaK HYXHO. BbixkaaTb Hajno, a Haue aedo
eute He ywao. Tlpoiiner Mona kaacth du patriotisme a tou-
tes sauces' —u obpasoBaHHble JoAH noHano6sTcA. Bea
Hac Belb CKy4YHO. A MoOTOMY, MOBTOpSiIO, JIOAH C BOJeH He
NOJXHbl ObiTb raynbl. Hac nokyaa OTCTPaHHAH, NOCTABHJH
B T€Hb; Mbl JOJKHbl BOCMO/b30BaTbCA 3THM [POMEXYTKOM
BpeMeHH H obecneunTb ceGe cpeacTBa Ha byayulee... Uro? —
CMPOCHJ OH, BCTPETHB MOH B3IVl H O4ApPOBATeJbHO 3acMe-
AIBLLIHCD.

— §1 yausasioch Te6e! — BLIFOBOPHJ i HEBOJbHO ¢ BOC-
XHLULEHHEM.

— Tbl Bceraa 6bla caaBHbIH MaJblil, MOHHMAJ BELLH...—
CKa3aJ OH H 3aXOAHJ 0 KOMHaTe.

Bo MHe npocHynach Bcsi NOTPeGHOCTb €My AOBEPHTbCH,
BCSl MOJHOTa AOBEpHS.

— Miuwenb,— Havan s,— s Te6s1 noHAJd... [IpH3Haloch,
nepBble MHHYTbl Hallero CBHAAHHA OblIH MHe TAXKeJbl, HO Te-
nepb — Thl MHe BO3BpaTHJa cebs! § Tebe yauBasioch, s1 XO-
Tea Obl cjeaoBaTh 3@ TOOOIO, HO A XYAOXKHHK, A Moaoa! aad
6yayliero A He MOry OTKa3blBaTbCA OT HACTOALLEro, f He
MOry »aaTb, 6epeyb He B MOeH HaType, i XOWy HacJjJax-
aTbCA...

— Ilocro#t,— npepBan oH,— eule HaroBopuMmcs. 5 3nech
HeCKOJIbKO aHeH npobyany. Tenepb MHe HanO cbe3auTb... Her
JH y Te6si yacoB? MOH CTaJlH.

[lpepBannbiit Ha monycaoBe, ¢ L0Caf0OH, He OTBevas, f Mo-
Ka3asa emy uyacbl. OHH 6blJIH 3aMeuyaTesbHO XOPOLWIH H OTAA-
Hbl MHE HeaBHO: KaKOH-TO 3ak/al, OCTaBIIHACA B CYHAYKax
MIOKOHHOTrO Ka3Haues. 3HATOKY OHH AOJKHbl GblIH 6POCHTbCA
B rnasa. i

— O, o,— BCKpHuaa OH,— Aa Thl pocKollHH4uaeub! OT-
Kyna?

' narpuoTusm noa pasHbiMH coycamHu (gpany.).
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— $I Toxe KHBY...— OTBeuaJ si, CAeJ1aB CKDOMHYIO MHHY,
H 0632 Mbl pacXOXOTaJHCh.

310 6blA B3pblB OTKPOBEHHOH, CBexel BecesocTH. Mbl
MOHHMAJIH ApYr APYra;, MeXJy HaMH ¢ 3TOH MHHYTbl COBCeM
Hcyedna H 6e3 TOro MaJjo3amMeTHas pasHOCTb BO3pacra; emy,
KOHeYHO, 6biJ0 NPHATHO HMETb 1eJ0 yXe He ¢ peGeHKOM;
MHe [1aBaJjiocb BO3BblUlaiolllee MEeHS paBeHCTBO.

— Cayuwai,— cKaszan OH HaKOHel, MOJIOXKHB MHe o06e
DYKH Ha NJeYH H IIAAS MHe B ras3a,— A BHXKY, H3 Te6s Mo-
)KeT ObiTb MPOK, HO 1 BCe-TaKH nocraplue, Hy, KOraa-tTo Koe-
yeMy BbIyYHJ, cTaJjo GbiTb, HMelo NpaBo HcnoBenoBatb. OT-
Beyail Ge3 yTaiiku: tu n'es pas trop encanaillé? '

— Mais, pas davantage que toi’.

— OpnHako He u3 obulecrBa?

— Tak cebe.

— Bien! 3amyxuss? Brosa?

— JleBuua.

— Hy!.. -Tbl, Haneloch, He naBan 06eUtaHHH KEHHTbCA?

— Pas si béte!®

— Ho poaHble, HaH OT KOro OHa 3aBHCHT?

— Huuero sTtoro Her.

— Crano 6biTb, cTapas nepa?

— Crapbld wyr! — BCKpHYaa s, TOJKHYB €ro H 3aX0Xo-
TaB.— Thl 3@ KOro MeHs cyHTaeulb?

— Heyxeaun mosaopasn?

— Mounonasi u xopowenbkas. [lonpocu nosexaupee! s
Te6s mpeacTasJio.

— Bor bl kKak! 6paso! Xopowo, npeaAcTaBb, A NOrASXKY.
Tonbko koraa? §l ceftuac noepy mo penam; Halo TyT B AepeB-
HIO rje-To, @ BEpHyCb MO3J]HO, YaCOB B AeCHATb.

— 3r0, TO-TBOEMY, MO3AHO? Tbl MO-KymeueckH 06J€HHJ-
cd. [Ipuxoan yxHHaTb; 51 3alay cloaa 3a T0600.

$1 Hajen wasiny, noxaJn eMy PyKy W yuies, He HacTaHBas
Ha MpHrJalleHdy, 4Tob He aaTb eMy nmoaymatb, 6yATO 51 cTa-
HY TOTOBHTbCS K ero mnoceuieHHio. Ho B camoMm jaene MHe
X0TeNoCb MOKa3aTb €My, 4TO § yMeio XHTb. MaJjeHbKHH
DOCKOLUHBIH YXHH C OTHAMH H LIBETAMH HA CTOJIe, C HTPHBbLIM
pasroBOpoM H BeceJqbIMH KyMJeTaMH, 3aMaHHBaJ MEHsS Kak
4TO-TO ellie He HCMbITaHHOe: 1 3HaJ 3TO elle TOJbKO N0 poMa-
HaMm. Tyt s 6bi1 6bl cam repoem npasaHHKa.

! Th He CJMIIKOM CBA3AJCH CO BCAKHM c6ponom? (dpany.)

2 He Goablue, ueM Tbl (Pppany.).
% Hawau aypaka! (¢pany.)
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Iloporoii k Mapbe BacunbeBHe si pacuen GbITb OCTOPOX-
Hee H CKpbITb OT Hee, UTO MHulienb 3HaeT O HAlIUX OTHOlle-
HHAX. 51 pacckasan ei, 4To mpHexas Mol POACTBEHHHK, APYT,
BeceJblH, CJaBHbIH, Bceraa MeHsl JiOOHBUIHH; MHe XOTeaoChb
6bl NPOBECTH C HUM Beuep MO Aylile, YTOCTHTb €ro, HO Yy CTa-
pPbiX A€B TOCKa CMepTHasi, H s1 N03BaJ ero — K HeM.

Ona o6pagoBanach cJydaw cAelaTb UYTO-HHOGyAb MHe
yroaHoe.

— Jlaxke BOT Kak,— npH6aBHJa s1,— Tbl H BOBCE HeE ro-
BOpH Te€TKaM, UTO OH TYT OyaeT; i CKaXXyCb y HHX, YTO caMm
HLY K HeMy.

— Xopoliuo. A s noiiay Kyaa-iHi6yab B FOCTH H OCTaHYCb
TaM Moaoablie.

— 3auem?

— Kak xe? Beap B 6ynere TyT ABoe.

— Her,— Bo3pa3na s,— 1ebs1-TO ¥ Hano, XO03siHHHuaH.
Be3 xo3sifiku uTO 3a yxXHH. [IpHHapsauce.

Ona cHayana KoHdy3Hsacb, OTrOBapHBanacb, He MOHH-
Mana, KaKk NMPHHATb HE3HAKOMOro, HO s OOBbACHHA e, uTo
MHuulenb He 3HaeT MOHX XO03fieK B JIHLO, @ OHa BCe PaBHO —
«mademoiselle CmMyToBa»; 2a XOTb 6bl OH W Yy3HaJj, TO BCe
PaBHO yeleT H HHKOMY He paccka)<eT, a riaBHoe — 3To 6y-
LeT 4yl0o Kak Beceso, a CaMoe riaaBHelilllee — si pacugenoBad
ee, MOBTOPSAA AeCATOK pa3, YTo oHa npenectb. OHa corsaacH-
Jacb H B CaMOM jeJe K Beyepy, OoleTasi N0 MOeMYy BKYcCY,
OXHBJIeHHasl, 6bJa OYeHb MHJA.

— Jlpy3bs HawHKXx Apy3ed — HaM ApPYy3bs,— cKasaJa e
Miuuwenb, Koraa s NpHBes ero, H upe3 MHHYTY CTaJ 3BaTb ee
«Ky3HHOH». OHa NpHHANA 3TO cHauaJja 3a OWHGKY H cKasa-
Jaa, uto He poaHs MHe. OH oTBeyaJ, YTO 3HAET 3TO, H MPOROJ-
’KaJ TrOBOPHTb «Ky3WHa», He ofpalliasi BHHMaHHsS, u4TO NpoO-
3BaHHe ee cmyutano. OH 6bin oueHb oayuwesaed. B ero Bece-
JIOCTH, Ha ero wWyTkax Obl1 UMEHHO TOT OGOHKHH OTTEHOK,
KOTOPbIH YMeIOT NpHAaTh TONbKO MacTepa aena. Ero paccka-
3bl OblJIH HEHCTOLLHMDbI, yBJIeKaTe bHbl. $1 6bl1 OT Hero B BOC-
XHULeHHH. DTO 6bl MHuUleNb NpeXHHX AHEeH MO OCTPOYMHIO
H CMEJOCTH, HO H B MNpeXHHe AHH 1 He BHAJ ero TaKHM:
TOrAa A ellle He 3HaJ Mackapaaos M parties carrées L

— Kakasi oHa HHTepecHeHbKasi, Koria 3aiaymaercs,—
CKa3an oOH, yKasbiBas Ha Mapbio BacuabeBHy, kKoTopas,
CHASl NPOTHB HEro, MOTYNHJacb HaAd HenoyarbiM G6OKaJoM,
THXasi H HenoABHXHasi.— O ueMm, npekpacHasi? CTOHT JH

! yBecenutenbuas nporyiaka (¢pany.).
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0 yeM-HH6YAb ayMaTb? Jlyuyuwe cnoiite. Serge, moer oHa y
Te6a? :

— Hert,— orBeyas s,— ellle He BblyYHaach.

Ona nogHsAga Ha MeHR CBOH GosbliHe TJ1a3a THXO, Mefd-
JIEHHO M cMOTpeaa, 6YATO cnpalwHBafa.

-— Hapo BblyyHTbesi,— npoposxan Muwenb,— c’est de
rigueur . BOAbIIOrO roOM0Ca HE HYXKHO, HO KHBOCTb, 1eKJa-
Mauusa. )KeHWHHAa ¢ yMOM Bcerga yMeeT [eKJaMHpPOBaTh.
PassuBaiitTech, npekpacHasi; s BHXY, 3TO elle Ball NepBbiii
Ae6IoT.

— Tebe cnaTb nopa,— cKasaJ s CyX0 H pe3KO, roBOpf
el Toi B NepBbli pa3 BcayX.

Ona BcnbixHyJaa, onaTh no6aeaHena W BCTaja.

— [Ma, s ycrana. Ilpomaiire.

lllaTascb, oHa nowsa B crnajbHio.

— He npuBbikna,— ckasan eii Bcien Muiienb CHHCXO-
JHTEeJbHO.

3a 3arBopsBlUeiicd 1Bepb0 MHe MOC/bILAJO0Ch, O6YATO
KTO BCKPHKHYJ, 6yATO 4TO ynaJjo. $I, KOHe4HO, He nocneLu.
Ha NoMollb H BO30GHOBHA pa3roBop. Muieab ckopo ycran
TOXK€, A NPOBOJHJ €ro B FTOCTHHHILY H BO3BDaTHJCA B O6HTeJb
K cTapyxam.

Ornupas u 3anupas X ABepb CBOHM ABOHHBIM KJIOYOM,
A NMoaymaJ, 4to nono6Has ABOHHAA >XH3Hb clejanacb AJfA
MEeHs yXe HeBO3MOXHa. KneTka 6bl1a CAHWKOM TecHa, BOJSA
YK HcnbiTaHa. Ho 31o cTpawHoe nutezo Bnepeau!.. 51 e cnan
HOUb, pa3Jpa>eHHblH BCeM, 4YTO HCMbITAJ, H collea B IOCTH-
HYIO 3@ NoJAeHb, yXKe ofeTblil, uTo6 HATH K MHuuieJio.

— A cioaa pPOACTBEHHHK Ball He M0XaJyeT? — CNpPOCH-
na Anekcanapa AnekcaHapoBHa.

— 1 aymaio, HeT,— oTBeyasn A H OTKAAHAJCH.

Hapnesas manbro, 8 BHAea M cablwaj, Kak urpusas Ca-
IIeHbKA MpbITHYJa € CNHUAMH H KJAYOKOM K HeABHXXHMOH
Jlio6ylike H 3alientaja TaHHCTBEHHO. SIBCTBEHHO pa3nafoch
TOJNbKO:

— Kay6Hbift noBap roTtosHud...

C 6asapa, BeposiTHO, GblJIM AOCTaBJEHbl CBEJ€HHSI O Bye-
palHeM Y)XHHE; MHe XOTeJOCb HCMPABHTb HX H AOMNOJHHTD,
HO 3TO He nepeMeHHN0 Gbl MOero pacrnoJo)keHusa ayxa. Bece-
JOCTb BO3BpalllaeTcsl BecejbeM; rae G6blIO HCKaTb ero?..
S1 yckopua 1waru: ecau Temepb, Koraa 3aecb Muuienb,—
€HHCTBEHHbIH MOU YeNOBeK BO BCeM MHpe,— sl He ycC-

' 370 Heo6x0aHMO (Pppany.).
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neio ycTpOWTb cBoero GyAyllero, s ero HHKOraa He YCT-
polo...

— Cayuwa#,— cka3an s, 6pocasicb y Hero Ha AMBaH,—
clywaid MeHs H He npepbiBad! Thl MoOXellb, c/eL0BaTeNbHO
LOJI)KEH, MOMOUb MHe.

5l pacckasan eMy Bce noapoGHO; 51 3aCTABHJA €ro NOHATb
Moe HpaBcTBeHHoe crtpanaHHe. OH caywan He npepbiBas,
TOJbKO CMesiJics.

— Tbl rayn,— cka3an OH,— KOpPYHT B3pOCJOro, a elue
maabuuiika. Co3Haifics, 4To rayn, caeai pelwrHTenbHbli wWar,
H Thbl UYeJOBeK.

OH He omnbasncs; 1 B caMoM jese Obla elle oueHb MOJO/L:
A HCKpPeHHO, AeTCKH opobeJs npen ero ynpekom. He kpacHelo
NPH 3TOM BOCNOMHHaHHH. DT0 Obl1a MHHYTa MOEro nepepox-
JeHHAl. YNpek MeHS MOAHAJ; CTbld 3a po6OCTb Bbl3Basa BO
MHe IOpAOCTb M 3acTaBHJ paboTaTb MOH yM.

— UYrto Hapo cpeaatb? — COPOCHJ 1.

— JHoragpaiics.

— §1 Xxouy »KHMTb, KaK Tbl, i Ha BCe roToB [as 3Toro!
Thbl onbiTHee — yKaXXH CpeACTBa.

— Pa3sse y tebs ux Her?

— Ho pa3Be Tbl He BHAHLIbL MOEro CTecHeHHs, Moell 06-
CT@HOBKH, 3TOr0 IJynoro ropoja.

OH 3axoxotad.

— Tbel MeHs aoBegellb A0 OTY4asiHUA! — BcKpHYaa 1,
BCKO4YHB ¢ Mecta.— $ ceiluac Hay, 6epy cBoH OGymaru H3
THMHa3HH W 6ery Kyaa rnasa rasasr!

51 661 yXKe y ABepH.

— Hy, BoT W otauuHo. Buauwsb, nmoaymasn — cam Ha-
IeJ,— cka3aJg OH XJaJHOKPOBHO.— BopoTuch, cfAab; noro-
BODHM [eJbHO.

Mui cTaan rosoputb. OH 06bSAICHHA MHe, YTO S TPAYyCh
B MPOBHHILHH, JIOMEIO CBOH HAKJOHHOCTH, UTO MHE€ He HYXEH
yHuBepcHTeT. OH A0Ka3aJ, UTO 5 elle HUKOr4a Cepbe3Ho He
OCTAHABJIMBAJICA HA 3TOM yOeXKJeHHH, HH Hd 4TO OnpeneJieH-
HO He pelaJics, IeTCKH OTKJaAblBas pelleHHe Ky1a-To BAaJb.
Tenepb Hactynuia nopa. Mbl rOBOpPH/IM HELOJTO; BCE cMe-
J10€e, UWHPOKOe, TBEpO0e, MJIOAOTBOPHOE pellaercs cpasy. Mbl
PELIHJH, 4TO A ceHyac MOHAY K CBOeMY OMeKYHy {(MHe Aanu
KaKOro-TO YUHHOBHHKA, KOTOPOro 1 €1Ba 3HaJ B JIMLUO), BO3b-
MY OT HEero npolUeHHe B rHMHA3HIO,— OT Hero — K JHPEKTO-
Py, H BCe KOHUY 3THM JHEM HJH 3aBTpa.

— A noToM? — HeBOJNBHO COPBAJOCh y MEHS.

— Ecan xouewb, noegeM co MHOW B MOCKBY,— oTBeual
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OH, ISl Ha MeHA MpOHHLATeJbHO,— 3anuiueM Te6s B Ka-
KYIO HH eCTb naJjarty...

— H3 rumuasucroB B nucaps? —BCKpHyaa f.— 9 wy-
THTb Haja co6olo He no3BoJio! 91 KHUTb Xouy, a He npecMbl-
KaTtbcs!

— Y Tebs1 ectb cpeacrBa,— nosTopua oH.— He rops-
4YHCb H He Gpocalicsl U3 CTOpPOHBI B CTOPOHY. Thi, moxaay#,
NOST, XyNOXKHHK, HO BelH CBOH jAena akKypaTHo. OaHo ApYy-
romy He Mewaer. [1ycTH B X0 Ha Bcex mapax CBOIK NO33HIO:
3actaBb cBolo Mapbio BacunbeBHy nepeceanTbcst ¢ T06010
B MockBy H xuBH nokyaa. ITouan? Hy, He manbunwika au
Thl, 4TO TeGe 3TO A0 CHX MOP HA YM He MPHXOAHJO?..

S 6pocuacsi emy Ha welo.

Y onekyHa Bce 6bl10 KOHUEHO B noJavaca. §1 3aexan B 10M
CMyTOBBIX -— HajeTb B NOCJAeAHHI pa3 rHMHa3HuyecKHil clop-
TyK, obewasn cebe HeNpPEMEHHO CXe€4b €ro Ha APYroi AeHb;
MHE XOTeJOCb O3HAMEHOBATb KaKOH-HHOYAb 3KCLEHTPHYHO-
CTbIO MOe 0CBOOGOXKAeHHe.

B nome aupektopa nepBbiH MHe BCTperH/acs Kapmakos.
OH 6bl1 HA JHAX O6DbABAEH XEHHXOM AHPEKTOPCKOH AOYKH
H ocobeHHO rayn. 9 6bla He B AyXe HAaCMELIHH4YaTb HJH BCMO-
MHHAaTb cTapoe, a4 NOTOMY NPH BCTpeye NO3APABHA H Mojan
eMy pyky. OH obpajoBancs.

— XJonouelb O NNepe3K3aMeHOBKe? — 3aTOPMOLIHJICH OH,
BrpoueM He 6e3 BaXKHOCTH, KakK JIHLO, HMeOLLee CHJy Mpo-
TEeKLHH.

— He nmelo Hapo6HocTH. IIpHX0XYy OTPAXHYTbL Mpax Hor
MOHX OT BalueH THMHAa3HH.

91 He nan emy nanbHellIMX 0OO6BHACHEHHH, KPOME TOTO, 4YTO
ye3xxaio B MockBy ¢ 6orathiM poAcTBeHHHKOM. C aHpekToO-
poM pasroBop 6bia eiue kopoue. MeHs yBOaHJH, 6ymaru oGe-
1anaH JOCTAaBHTb 3aBTpa.

— Tbl TOXe XeHHWbCA? — cnpocHs Kapmakos, npoBo-
)Kasi MEHS1 U He BbiTepmneB.

— H He nombiwIfAO, H 3aKOHHBIX J€T He HMEIO, H APYTrHM
He COBeTYylo,— OTBeuyaJ f, 3aX0XOTaB.

— Kak e, Bce roBopsr...

— Tonky#iTe, moxkanyH, KOMy ecTb 0XOTa,— CKa3aa sl H
ornpaBuics K Mapbe BacunbeBHe.

OHa 6blna o4yeHb MevanbHa M, YBHAA MeHsi, 6yATO Hcny-
ranacb. Buepawnuii Beuyep, Kak BHAHO, npHLiencss ed He Mo
BKYCY, HO 51 He CMpallHBaJ, a 3arOBOPHTb CaMOH — y Hee He
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XBaTHJ0 cMenocTH. OHa CNpocHaa TOJbKO, AOJT0 JH elle
npo6yner 3necb Muxaun MBanoBuu.

— OH xoTes1 1HA 1Ba, He 6oJblle, HO Sl ero 3alepxy, s
Aymalo, eule Ha AeHb CBOUMH c6opaMH,— oTBeuan s OyATO
HeXoTH.

— Kaxkumu c6opamn?

— $1 Bbillesn M3 THMHA3HH H €Ly C HHM.

Ona nomepTBena.

— Tot wytHws?

— Her. { cefiuac ot aHpekTOopa W Nnoaan NpolleHHE.

— Tbl wyTHwWws?

Ona noBTOpfA/ia 3TO HA BCe JlaAbl, yMOJsAaa, NPHKa3blBa-
Ja nepectatb o6MaHbiBaTh. OHa MHe Hajpoena. M Bce 370 ¢
nepepbiBOM TO cMexa, TO MoueJyeB, TO cjae3; H BCe 3TO Halo
Obl/10 BbIHECTH 10 KOHUA, 4TOObl AOrOBOPHTbCA A0 Aena, 10-
CTHUb CBOeH wueJH. YOeiHB ee HAKOHeL, 4TO f He Hrpaio Ko-
Me[HH, YTO S TOYUHO 3aBTPa COXTFY CBOH CIOPTYK, 1 He 3HaJ,
KyAa 1eBaTbCsl OT OTYASHHbIX pPblAaHHH. MHwWenb coBeToBad
MHe «[IYCTHTb B XOJ MO33HIO»,— OH He 3HaJ 3TOH XeHLHHbI!
C Helo MOXHO 6bl10 AeHcTBOBATb TOJBKO CaMOH pe3KOoH Mpo-
30H, H €C/H YyX LLaAHTb HEpBbl, TO He e€e, a CBOH COOCTBEH-
Hble... TlepBbIM CJIOBOM 3TOH 3rOHCTKH ObiIO:

— UYro Xe co mMHOWO 6yner?

~— A co MHOIO YTO? — CMPOCHJ Sl XOJIOAHO, MPaBO Aaxe
H3 JI060NbITCTBA, KAaK [aJ€KO MOXET 3aHTH 3TO TYNOYyMHe.

— Tbl MeHs 3a6yaewb!

— H cam ewe ckopee 6yay 3abbiT. YTelwHTeNH HaH-
aytcs!

JKeHUHHa ¢ NOHAATHEM — noKa3aJja 6bl MHe ABepb; Ma-
pbsi BacHabeBHa 6pocHaach MHe Ha LWIEIO H KAfJacb B Bey-
HOH M106BH.

— Jlio60Bb A0Ka3bIBAIOT,— CKasaga si, OCBO60XKAaACh OT
06 BATHH.

— 51 nokasana.

— Her. [loka3aTb MOXHO TOJIbKO, CJeAys 3a TeM, KOro
NOGHM.

— Exarb 3a To60# B Mocksy?

— Ha.

— Hanoaro?

— Hasekn.

Ona ocronbeHena.

— Hy Bor,— cka3zan i, BbXKAaB MHHYTYy H CMefCb,—
H3HAHOUKa W BbIrsHYJa. M3BosbTe ke TONKOM MOHATH: A
ye3xato, MoToOMYy YTO 3[eCb NponafaTh MHE HEBO3MOMXHO; HO
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fl 30BY Bac ¢ co60lo, & Bbl CTaJH — NpHYycTpaliHancs. Cnpa-
ILIHBAeTCA: KTO KOro JM6HT, i — Bac, HIH Bbl — MeHs?.. Pe-
wanTe ckopee. Jlena MHe elle MHOro; sl He XeJaaio ce6a pac-
cTpauBaTh. [OBOopHTe — la HAH HET,— a TaM [OTOJKYyeM
HJIH cedluac coBceM NMpocTHMcsl. MHe Hekoraa.

— Tlonoxan, Xpucra paau, MHHYTKY! — 3akpHuana oHa,
6pocasicb 3@ MHOIO.

MuHyTKa Bblwna — 6HTbIX ABa 4yaca. OHa, KOHeYHo, He
pelwHaach, HO s, ecaHd BO3MOXHO elle Goablue y6eaHacs B
HeO6XOAHMOCTH ycnexa: Mapbss BacuabeBHa B nepBbid pas
CKasa/ja OrpoMHbll HTOr CBOEro COCTOSIHMSl,— 3TOr0 MJ01a
copoKaJeTHel >aTBbl Ha MOJAfIX Ka3eHHOH najaTbl, Ka3Ha-
yelcTBa, OTKyNna, peKpyTCKHX Ha6opoB, Xo4aTaHCTBa Mo Ae-
JlaM, pocTa H 3aKJajoB, 3TOTO 30/10Ta, COOPAHHOrO B TpAA3H
H OCYX/J€HHOro BOPOTHTbCSl B rpsi3b, €CJH 4YbA-HHOYAb NeJb-
Haf pyka o HeM He nosabortutcs. Ecau 66l nake He nucap-
CTBO npeacTosio MHe B MockBe, 6bi0 6bl 6e3yMHO He no-
cTapaTbCsl NpHoOGpecTb 3TOT KanuTaJ, 6blo 6bl TpaXKAaHCKH
HEYecTHO 1aTb €MY HenpoH3BOLHTeJbHO, 6eCTONKOBO pac-
TpaTHTbesA... JlocTaHbCsl OH MHe, A1 cpa3y OTTeCHHJA 6bl MHu-
wens Ha BTOpo# naaH; MHuiuenb gosxeH Obla elle TPYAHTb-
cA, TyT 6bis10 roToBoe... KpoBb NpHAHAA Y MEHS K CepaLy NpH
3TOH MbIC/H, Y MeHS 3aXBaTHJO [blXxakHe, 1 nobjeaHen H
e1Ba He JHWHJCA YYBCTB...

OHa 6pocuaach Ko MHe.

— OcTtaBbTe,— cKa3aa g caabbiM roJ0ocOM, HO OBJaaeB
c06010, 4TO6bl He H3MEHHTb OCTOPOXHOCTH, He BbllaTb BO3-
MyTHBWero McHA uysctBa.— OcraBbTe... Bbl MeHsi He Jio-
6HTe, BaM Jerko co MHo# paccratbes... Hacaaxkaaiitech
BalWlHM GoraTtcTtBoM, a ... 51 ympy!l.

$1 6bi1 He B cHJ1ax MpoaoaXKaTb, 1 H3HeMorada. $1 Bcrada,
IaTasACh, OTTOJNKHYJ ee; He o6pallas BHHMaHHA Ha ee C.1e3bl,
Al BbilUeJd.

Kak rog ToMy Ha3saz, s CKHTaJCsl MO YJHUAM, LAOCTHT TOTO
Xe camoro 6y.abBapa, TOH )e cKaMeHKH, ynaa Ha Hee,— HO,
CTaplWHi ueablM roaoM, 3apbiaan kak auta!l TpyaHo agocra-
Bal1acb MHe MOsi »H3Hb. Bsaro,— XenanHoe, npeaBkyuwae-
MOe, 3aCJly KeHHOe LLeHOK MOJIOAOH JIo6BH, MOl HeocnopHUmas
COGCTBEHHOCTb MO BCEM 3aKOHAaM JIOTHKH,— 3TO 6saro 6bl10
6/IH3KO H He paBanoch B pykH! [1ynoe ynpsAAMCTBO XEHLUHHbI
CTAHOBHJIOCb MHe MOMNepeK AOPOTH, H i He yMea MnobeaHTb
ero! M B rpyau Moeii BctaBano oTuasiHHe, a He sHeprus! MHe
6blJ10 CTbIAHO camoro ce6s. $1 xononen NMpH MBIC/IH, 4TO CKa-
XKy Muiento. A a1 6bl MOTr ckasaTb eMy... S1 6ol Mor 3aBTpa,
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CerofHs, ceduac NopasHTb 3TOro H36asnoBaHHOro, 06JI€HHB-
werocsi ¢pata, TepAOUIEro NaMATb H MPHBbLIUKH NOPSAAOYHOTO
Kpyra, s 66l MOI H3YMHTb €ro pOCKOLUbiO, 3aCTaBHTb Kpac-
HeTb €ro MeAHbIX NATAKOB H JlaGa3HblX NPpHOAYTOK, 3aCTABHTh
€ro rpbi3Th'KyJaKH OT 3aBHCTH.

Mou pyku 3aMepan y MeHs B Boaocax. He pa3 notom,
IS4 Ha UTPOKOB, CTABHBLIMX Ha KapTy mocjedHee, s BCMO-
MHHaJ 3TY CBOIO MHHYTY...

Kyna s nofiny? K Muwenio? Henenocts! A1 He 3Hal0, uTO
oTBeuaTh Ha ero nepBbii H TakOH HaTypaJbHbIH BOMpoOC.
K Mapbe BacunbeBHe? OHa BoO6GpasHT, uTO A npHiuena eH
KJaHATHCA, MOTOMY 4TO B KpadHocTH. OnHo y6exxHule — y
CTapbix A€B... 1 3aX0X0TaJ OT OTUASHHA.

B camom pene, 3aBTpa, mocsaesaBTpa, KOrAa yeaeT 3TOT
671ecTAWMKA APYT, 3TOT HCKYCHTE/b, TOJKHYBLIHH 6POCHTb BCe
M obellaBlHi TOJNbKO MHCAPCTBO,— YTO OCTAHETCH HCKJIO-
yeHHOMYy ruMHasucty? [lucapcTBo 3aech Ha nosop ueaoMy
CBETY, UepAaK Yy MOJOYMHbIX CTapyX Aa YHblIbiH GHIeT B TPH-
CTa LEJIKOBBIX, MOCJAEJIHHH CYBEHHP DOLHTEJS...

[Tpexxne... BocnoMHHaHHA HecJHCb Npelo MHOH BepeHH-
ueto... [Ipexxne, naxe nosnroga Hasag, s 66l cuHTaa ce6sa 60-
rauom, s 6Gbl A0BOJbCTBOBAJCA, A Obl Hagesaacs. Tenepb s
3HaJ, A1 UCMbITAA, A XKaXAaJ, A NOHHMaJ, UTO MOIJIO. U A0JIK-
HO 6b1O ObiTh MOUM, H Gopbba Gblia yXKacHa BBHAY TakKoH
APDKO#H Ue/H... MeHsa 6ua1a JHXopanka. MalIHHANbHO A1 BCNIOM-
HHJA MOH NpoWJOrogHHH ronoaHbii nedb. Tenepb s He uyB-
CTBOBAJ rosoaa. MeHs CXKHrajao BHYTpPeHHee NJaMf, MeHs
TOMHJA CTPAaCTb, XKENAHHA, MEHS OXBaTHJO Kakoe-To 6oJies-
HEeHHOe, HO YBJIeKaTeJqbHOE Pa3AyMbe; MeuThbl, GaHTa3HH Npo-
JeTajH OAHa ApYro# necrpee, oAHa APYrod NPHXOT/AHBEE.
51 y»e He BepH.a B CBOe HeCuacTbe; KaKoe-TO HeonpeaeaeHHoe
OLLYLIEHHE YNOPHO OTFOHAJNO 3Ty YBEPEHHOCTb; MHe ObL1O
CTPAWHO H OTBPATHTEJNbHO Ha HeHl OCTAHOBHTbLCS: MYYEHHe
nen1an0Cb PH3IHYECKHM. ..

— 3r0ro He MoXKeT 6biTb! — CKa3as st TPOMKO H OUHYJCH.

M3 3t0oro nonoxeHus 6bi10 HEO6XOAHMO CKOpee BbipBaThb-
cA, Kak-HHOYAb YCMOKOHTbCH, KaK-HHOYAb pa3BjeybCH...
Ecan Mbicab cTaHoBHTCSl 6ecCHIbHA, He OTAATbCA JIH HA Mpo-
H3BOJl HHCTHHKTY?

MeHsa Bapyr 6yaTO OCBETHJIO0: MHE MEJbKHYJO elle OAHO
CpelcTBO NedCTBOBATb HA 3Ty CyMaclleAllyl0 »KEHIIHHY, H3-
MYYHTb €€, KaK OHa MEHsl H3MyuHJaa...

S1 nowen xk CmyToBbiM. Bbl10 OKOJO LIECTH YacoB Beye-
pa, H XOTHl yX MOJIOBHHA aBrycta, HO fICHO H TeMJo, noyemy
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o6e cTapble roJoBbl TOpYaJH B OTBOPEHHbIX OKHaX MOCTHHOH.
$I nopo3Ban npoea)aslulero HW3BO34HKa, Bejes eMy AOXH-
AaTbCA Y KpblIblla, H TaK KaK MeHsl OKJHKHYJH B OKHO, TO
NoBeJ NeperoBopbl ¢ YJHILBI.

— lleablit nenb, 6aToWKa, XaaJdH,— cKazaJsaa AJekcal-
apa AnekcaHApoBHa.

— A cefiuac nponaay 4 Ha HOUb,— OTBeuaJ s, NIPHNOLHSAB
dypaXkKy npea APYrHM OKHOM, H3 KOTOPOro MHe eiBa OTBe-
THJIH TIOKJOHOM.

— Kyna xe 310?

— [a Bce Tyna xe.

— T'ne npownyo-T0 HOYKY Bbl MOKYTHJIH?

— Her, yx cauwmkom uacto 6yaeT,— oTBeuaj s paBHO-
AywHo.— K MHuwento, B TOCTHHHLY. '

— OnoMHHCb,— MpolenTana OHa, NepeBecHBIUHCh upe3
NOJOKOHHHK,— Belb Ha Te6€ MYHIHD...

— A BoOT 9 no#ay cefiuac ero cHHMy Aa 3a6epy 4TO HYX-
Ho. 3aBTpa, noxkanayHcra, He 6ecrnoKOHTeCb, HH C 4eM MeHs
He XIHTe.

$1 Bowen B noM, Kk cebe HaBepXx, NepeMeHH] nJaTbe, 3anep
CBOIO KOMHATYy Ha KJIIOY H, NPOXOAA B NepeaHIOn, OCTAHOBHJI-
cs. [lon okHOM Besucb pa3roBopbl, o6bscHANa yxe JI060Bb
AnekcaHapoBHa.

— Cefivac Tyada eager M He Beses cefd 3aBTpa XKAaTb.

— BoOT ¥ H3BO3uHMK ero CTOHT,— MpHcKaszasaa AJjekcaH-
apa AJlekcaHIpOBHaA.

— MHe 10 KpaHHOCTH Halo ero BHIeTb,— OTBeyaJ ro-
JIOC C yJauubl, rosoc MapbH BacuabeBHbl,— OH Bam He ro-
BOPHJI?..

— Ilouemy xe g 3Halo, MaTyliKa, KaKHe TaKHe KpaHHO-
cti. Hy, 3aiiagu, na cama ero W cnpaluuBaH.

$1 BBLICKOUMJI HA KDbWIbLO H CeJ Ha APOXKH; 3TO OblIO
caenaHo ckopee, HexxenH Mapbs BachabeBHa ycrnena noio#-
TH, CTOPOHSACH OT JIOLAAH.

— IlocToiiTe...— cKa3ana oHa.

— Cryna#t! — ckasa/j s H3BO34HKY H, OTbe3>Kaf, MOYTH-
TeJbHO packJaHa/IcA B 00a OKOLIKa.

Ona 3artoponuiach, 4TO-TO 3aroBOpHJA, sl He cJayLlal.
C NoJIOBHHbBI NJOWAAH A OMJSIHYJCA: OHAa He Bowa K CMy-
TOBbIM, @ luJa AaJjblue K noJiwo, rae 6blna ogHa popora —
K ropoackoMy kaaabuuy. CosHue caauiocb. [JomKHO 6biTb,
Mofl BO3Jl06JieHHas 6Gbla O4eHb paccTpoeHa, Koraa u36Gupa-
Jla AJIA NPOTYJKHU TaKoe MecTo, B Takyio nopy... Bo mue we-
BeJIbHYJlach MaJleHbKasi Halexaa...
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KomuaTta MHuweas 6bls1a NoAHA rocted, 604bllelo 4acTbio
OMOJIYEHLEB; HrpajH. IDTO MPHXOAMJIOCH KaK Heab3si 60-
Jiee KCTATH: W 3aHAITHE M Helocyr Aasl o6bsicHeHHH. H Toxke
NpHCTaJ K Mrpe W, Kak Bceraa, korga ObiBaj pasipa e,
yaauso. $ 3ameTHs no raasaM MHuens, 4To OH YAHBJAJCH
MOeH pellHTeNbHOCTH H PaBHOAYWIHIO, H C 3TOH MHHYTbI Hrpa
caenagnachb gJd MeHA GUTBOH 3a Moe JOCTOHHCTBO. MHe NouTH
XOTeJ0Cb MPOHIpPaTh, UTO6 NOKAa3aTb, KAK NPHHHMAIOT 3TO
NopsiAOYHble JIOAH. DTO CAYUYHIOCh Ha 6OJbLIOM Kylle; sl OT-
BEYaJl TeM, 4YTO XJaLHOKPOBHO €ro TPH pa3a yABOHJ H HAKO-
Hell BbidrpaJf. He 3Haio, uto cran 6bl A1 fesnatb, ecad 6 npo-
HrpaJj: y MeHsi He OblJO H YeTBEPTH CYMMBbl AJA YNJaTbl, HO
3Ta yJ1aya NOCJAYXKHJAa MHEe YPDOKOM Ha BCIO XKH3Hb: HH nepej
yeM He 3a4yMblBaTbCA.

Bbia aeHb, Koraa Mbl CTajdH CYHTaTbCcA, Muwenb COBCEM
apemaJn, A 6bls1 604p, XOTb HauHHaTh cbi3HoBa. CaenoBado,
ONlHAKO, HEMHOrO YCHYTb, 4TOObl MpPHJHUYHEe OTMPABHTLCA 3a
nojyuesueM MoHx 6yMmar. 51 W ycHy.a, HO No owH6Ke A0 Beye-
peHb, H, KOraa MpHllea B KaHUEJAfpHIO LIHPEeKTOpa, MHe CKa-
3aJ1H, 4TO 6yMaru y» OTOCJaHbl KO MHE Ha KBapTHPY. DTO 6bl-
na abesHoctb Kapmakoa. OH onATb BbiGexan ko MHe. OH
6bl1 YKAaCHO MOXOX Ha LWeHKa, KOTOpOoro 3amnepiH W He
BbINYCKAIOT, NO6PAKHBAN uUenodykoi [HMeHesa H Merascs 10
XAaJOCTH. .

Y Bac tam Buepa, roBopsiT, 6bl10 MOpe MO KOJEHO? —
CMPOCHJ OH.

$1 saxoxoran emy B Hoc. 3a 6Gymaramu 1, Kouequo He
nowes. OHH MOrJH CNOKOHHO siexaTtb y CM)’TOBbe, cTapble
NeBbl MOTJIH CKOJbKO YrOAHO HeLOyMeBaTb H COCTaBJISAITh
NPEANOJIOKEHHA Hald 3ameyaTaHHblM KoHBepToM. 51 3awen B
MarasHH B3fTb CHrap H LIAMMNAaHCKOro, pa3byauJ, BO3Bpa-
TACb B FOCTHHHUY, Bce eille cnaBwero Muuwens; noo6enanu
BABOE€M, OTNPAa3AHOBAJAH MOH BbIIYCK, 8 K CyMepKaMm OMNfATb
cobpannch o HUEPbl H ONOJYEHLb! H MTOBTOPHJIOCH BUepallHee.

Mexay ononueHuamu 6bla 10HbI BpeBHOB; 3TOT neTHHA,
OT KpPacHOH py6axH M 6€CKOHEUHbIX CaMoXHIL, Ka3aJ/cs eLle
ToJlle H QJHHHee, yeM npexae. Ho HpaBoM oH 6bl1 KPOTOK
no-npexxeMmy. McrnonHnB naay no naneHbke, npHBeass B Mo-
pPALCK Aesa, OH MO3BOJHJ cebe HCMOJHHTb H CBO€ 3aBeTHOe
XKejlaHHe — MOCAYKHTb 3a Bepy, uapa H oreyectBo. [as
3TOro OH BCTyNHJ B N-CKOe onosueHHe, rge CKOpo H3 TOBa-
pHuleit ero He o6MaHbIBal H He AYpPauyHJ TOJbKO TOT, KTO He
xotes. OH He 06HXKaJCH, MOTOMY UYTO OYe€Hb A06DPOCOBECTHO
CO3HaBaJ CBOIO ONJOWHOCTb H 60roGOfA3HEHHO He MHTAaJ HH
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Ha Koro 3sa. OH npourpbeiBajcsi HaHBHeHWHM o6pa3oM, He
CMBIC/If1 232 B HIrpe H He HaxoAsl B HeH Jax<e yNOBOJIbCTBHSA,
pacniauuBajca ¢ yJablOKOH W NpojoJKaJj, MOTOMY HTO eMy
FrOBOPHJIM, 4TO Haao npoao/KaTtb. HakaHyHe BpeBHoB xors
pacKJaHsAACsA CO MHOH, Kak 3HAaKOMBbIf, HO NOTJAJbIBaN Ha
MeHsl C HeJoyMeHHeM H He 3aroBapHBan. B 3ator, BTOpO#, Be-
yep Mbl BCTPETHJHCb C HHM B NMyCTOH KOMHaTe, Kyaa f yiues
OT Hrpamwumux, uytobbl MNOKOHHEEe HaMHTbCcA 4Yal. bpeHos
coo6pas3snJ, YTO eC/lH OT HIpbl MOT YHTH KTO-HHOYAb, TO MO-
XKeT YHTH H OH, H NMOSABHJICA OCTOPOXHO. J1 cHaen Ha OTKpHI-
TOM OKHe, MOJIOXXHB HOTH Ha € HHCTBEHHHIH CTyJ, ObIBIUHH B
KoMHaTe. BbpeBHOB OrJsabIBaJCs.

— MunocTH npocHM,— cKasaga s, ycTynas eMmy CTyJ,
H NpPeLJOXHJ MOPTCHrap.

— UYro BBl 6ecnokoHTech... A Bbl OTTYAa YLJIH?

— Tam cHAbHO MaxHeT POMOM, sl He JI0GJ10.

— AXx, Kak 51 ero Tepnetb He mory!

— He Tepnute? Krto X Bac HeBOJHT?

51 nokasas Ha ero cTakaH c uaeMm.

— Jla Beab uTo X AesaTb?..

— Bor uro.

51 BbinsiecHyn ero ctakaH 3a okHo. EMy 3To nmokasajoch
OYeHb BeceJo.

— Ax, kakoii Bbl, npaBo!.. Hu Ha Koro He nomanu?

— He 3nato.

S1 Benen naTb eMy uHalo; OH yceJscs MOAJe MeHS, HaJHJ
cebe cauBoueK, Habpas cyxapei, 6aaxeHcTBoBaga. Hapo 6bi-
JIO J0CTaBHTb €My OJlaeHCTBO MoJiHeHwee, nobecenoBaTb
C HHUM.

— Hy, uto,— cnpocua 1,— kakoBo xHuBercs?

— Huuero. Bbl kak?

— Bor eay cayxutb B Mocksy.

— Bbl Ha ceBep, Mbl Ha lor,— CKa3aJ OH M B3AOXHYJ.—
Koraa 6or npuBeaer ewle cBHaeTbCA!

— Bbl yx 3pecb co BceMH pacnpoOCTHJAHCb? — CIPOCH.I
1, NOApa)xas ero 6.,aroroBeHHOMY TOHY.

— Her ewe. Bot o6une Hawk 3HakoMble cTapywky, Jlo-
60Bb AunekcanapoBHa H AJsekcaHapa AJieKcaHApoOBHa,—
y HHX Hano 6biTh. M ewe MHe xoTtenoch caenathb... Bpems Ta-
KO€; He 3Haellb, KTO CErOAHA XHB, KTO HeT. ¥ Menf mnocJje na-
NeHbKH BeKCeJb Ha HHX OCTAJ/CHA, H CKOPO eMYy CpOK...

— Bbl xoTHTe MONYyuHTH?

— Her-c... I xoTen oraatb HM... YHHUTOXHTb TO €CTb.
Bor ¢ HuM. [loToMy cTapyliku, uto WX 6ecnokoHTb. K uemy

i
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HblHUe 06fi3aTe/bCTBA, KOrAa He 3Haellb... ]asm Bedb, rOBO-
PAT, Tenepb O4YEHb ONACHO. )

— UYro y Bac 3a MpauHbie Mbicau! — npepBan A.—
OnacHo, Hy, TeM Jydule; He ycneete W AOHTH Tyda, KaK yX
BCE KOHUHTCH.

— Kak 3HaTbh, 4ero .He 3Haellb? — BO3Pa3ua OH,
HO B ero rpo60OBOM rojioce y) 3a3Byuya/la MaJjleHbKas HOTKa
He TO COMHEHHSl, He TO HaleX b, BepHee, XenaHHs, uTob ero
CKopee yTellHAH.— $1 Ha BCAKHHA cayuaH 3aBellaHHe HaMH-
can. Tak ¥ Howy B KapMaHe; TYT — OHO, a TYT — BeKceJb
3TOT... UTOO YX COBCEM BCE KOHYHTb.

— 3, XpHcroc ¢ BaMH! — BCKpHYaa fi.— YHHUUTO-
XKeHHe ob6s3aTenbcTB, nocaenHssa soas... [lofineMte Hr-
partsb!

— Jla MHe 4TO HrpaTb,— CKa3aJ OH, KOH}Y3ficb, HO YX
rayno yJani6ascb,— AeHer HerT.

— Kak pneHer Her? Beab Bbl nomeuiuk, c6HpajHch Xe...

— Jla-c... Ho Beab BpeMs Takoe, NOXepPTBOBAHHSA OblJH.
Onate TOXe A HeAOHMMKY Aa ewe o6poK 3a roia Bmepea npo-
cTHJ. BuaeTnl naneHbKHHB Bce KpynHble, HMeHHble. UTO Gbi-
JO HaJWyHbIX... 1 Beab He BooGpaxaJ, eii-60ry, 4To B NOXO-
ne 310 3aHATHe Oyner! $I NoOuTH Bce MpOHrpaJ; MOUYTH He
3Halo, KaK aoHay Tyna...

— Tyr-TO, 3HAaYHT, H HaNO HIrpaTb,— NpepBa’ f,— BYe-
pa Bbl BUAesH, KakK 1 caeaan? [Toaxore, uto 3a pe6GauecTso.
[Moinemre.

3710 6bLIO HecyacTbe pelKoe, MPHMepHOE, XOTSl BMeCTe H
penkasi, npuMmepHan raynoctb. K yrpy bpesHoB npourpascs
H 3anJaaTtua ToabKo Muulenio. Ero ToBapHILH COr1acH/IHCb
CbirpaThCsl B NOXOAE; OCTaBaJjcs Npourpbill MHe. OH 6na0
CTa/l OTrOBApHBATbCA, NPOCHTb MEHA NOAOXIAaTb, HO A Ha-
NMOMHHJ eMY ero coGCTBEHHbie MPeAYyBCTBHSA, 4YTO MW 60r
BeCTb Koraa cBHAHMcSA. §1 3aMeTH/, UTO eC/H OH 3aMJaTHA
MOEMY POACTBEHHHKY, TO S HMelo NpaBo Tpe6oBaTb TOTO Xe,
NOTOMY YTO 1 He pe6eHOK, H MPOCHJ ero NMPHHATb BO BHHMA-
HHe, YTO MeX1y NOPANAOYHBbIMH JIOABMH TaK He [e/aeTcs.
Muuwenb v npyrue Meus noanepxanu. beasomy Hepopocaio
CT2HOBHJIOCh TaK HEJOBKO OT 3TOr0 BMellaTe/bCTBA, YTO A
CXKaJHJACA W BbI3BAJ €ro NOroBopHTb B APYryl0O KOMHaTy,
K OKHY, rle eMy Obl10 TaK NPHATHO BEYEepoOM.

— Bbi peulidTeNbHO He HMeeTe AeHEr? — CHPOCHJ 1.

— E#-6ory, kKakaa-HHOYyAb COTHSA... MELUKOM Moy C ApY-
XHHOH! A Beab BaM Hal0 BOCEMbCOT.

91 BbiXK1a/ MHHYTY H CcKasaJj, risias eMy B rjnasa:
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— Bbl npocTo He XOTHTe N1aTHTb, & AEeHbrH Yy Bac B
KapMaHe.

.— Tlomuayiite, kakue?

— Bexkceab Ha rocmox CMyTOBBIX, B ThicAuy pyb6.Jei.

— Ilpukaxkere ocTaBHTb ero y Bac, MOKyaa si BaM Bbl-
nnauy? Bepbre MoeMy c/0BYy: 3TO /sl MEeHS CBflllleH-
Hblil 3aJ0r... '

— Uro 3a B3g0p, uto 3a 3ajord? [lponaiite ero Komy-
HHOYLb H pacnjaTHTech.

— JTO Heab3fl-C.

— Tak noiaeMTe, 1 NpH BallHX TOBAPHIIAX CKaXy Bawm,
4TO Bbl TakKoe.

XoJ/IofHBIH, pellHTeNbHbIH, HelpeKJOHHbIH TOH, KakK 1 no-
TOM He pa3 y6eauscsi, Bcerja MPOH3BOJAHT CBOe 1eHCTBHe.
BpeBHOB oTOpONeJ, cTaj NMPOCHTb, YMOAATH. $I cToA cpenH
KOMHaThl Npej OTBOPEHHOH ABepbio, B BHAY rocTed, H OTBe-
yaJ yepe3 mJeyo, KaxKAylo MHHYTYy TOTOBbI# cAesaTtb Lar
Brepea H BbliaTb MOero NMPOTHBHHKa Ha mno3op. 1 rpomko
OTBeYaJ Ha ero 1lenoT, A Ka3HHJ ero HacMelKOH,— YpoK
HebGecrniosie3Hbid H A5l 3puTened. OKOHUaTebHO OAYpeJblH,
BpeBHoB cTan npeanaraTb HaanKcaTb MHe Mepeaayy 3TOrO
BeKceJIsl.

— OnoMmHHTeCb,— cKa3aj s, CMesCb,— 5l HeCOBepLIeHHO-
JNeTHH!

— CKOpO Bbl KOHYHTE? — CNPOCHA H3aanH Muuwensb.

— T[lofinemte, utTo 6oJabliue TONKOBaTb! — cKa3sana .

— T[lo3BoabTe... Ho noMuayiTe, Kyaa e s CYHYCb C 3THM
BeKce/jieM? — roBopHJ BpeBHOB, uyTb He MJada H JOBS Me-
HA.— KoMy s ero npeanoxy? Kro KynuT Tako# aoar...

— A Bbl npeaJarajd nepesatb ero MHe? JTo MHJO!

— BpeMsi HY»KHO... HY>KHO HCKaTb 4e/lOBeKa... a Mbl Be-
4epoM BBIXOAHM...

MHe 4TO-TO CMYTHO NMPHNOMHHJOCH.

— O6paturecb Kk Kynuy [losnosoBy,— cka3an si,— OH
KYNHT HaBepHOe, eClH He CTaHeTe MPHKHUMATbCA H YCTYMNHTe
3a pPOBHO BoceMbcoT. Tenepb paHHHe OGeiHH OTXOAAT, BbI
ero 3acraHere goma. CoBeTylio BaMm noToponutbcs. A He TO,
He B3bllIHTe, f, A/ BeyepHeH NpOryJKH, NOfAY K 3acTaBe, Ha
npoBOAbl Balleid APYXKHHB; TaM O6YAyT H IpajoHayajbHHKH
H BCe BOHHCTBO... §1 nepxy moe ca0BoO.

51 nponycTua ero BbIiTH, GPOCHICA Ha AHBAH H YCHY.J.
Y Muwens toxe pasowucb. Yaca yepe3 aBa MeHs pa3byaH-
JIH, N0JaB MHe nakeT oT bpeBHOBa: 3anHcKa AOBOJIBHO Aep3-
Kas, AeHbr'H CrOJIHA; MPOCAT OTBeTa. $1 HanucaJj, 4TO 3a ero
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aKKypaTHOCTb MpOLLAl0 eMy ero He3HaHWHe NPHAHYHH H op-
dorpadpuu.

Muiens 6bl1 Becb 3TOT [N€Hb 3aHAT CBOMMH JefaMH
H TONbKO BTOPOMSAX CMNPOCHJ] MEHS:

— Hy, a tBou mena?

— [a uro,— orBeuan 5, 3eBasi,— YN0 H CKYYHO; HALO
no6ex/1aTb pa3Hble NPeApPacCylKH, a HIPa-TO MOUYTH HE CTOHT
CBEYKH. YjacTcsi — XOopoulo, a He yAacTCfl, noXanayH, eule
ayuuie. MHe Bcero popoxe cBo6oaa.

— Kaxk 3Haewb,— cka3an OH,— noxaJayii, uTo H TaK,
ec/lH He H3 Yero XJonoTaTb.

BbikasbiBasi paBHoAyluHe, 1 orpaxnaan ce6s OT Hacme-
ek Hajg Heyjaauei... Yero MHe cToM/O 3TO paBHOoayluHe!
KoHeuHo, A He nporosopuJjcs, yero auwatocb! §1 nokisacs,
4To MHlIeNb He y3HaeT 3TOr0 BOBEKH HJH YBHAHT B MOHX
pykax. Torpa — neno apyroe!.. Kak oH Ka3sajcsi MHe cMme-
IIOH H MeJOK C CBOHMH TpolliOBbIMH cuetamu! $1 yBHaen
BOJIH3H, KaK IPA3HO Ha>XHBAIOTCS JIOAH, H Npe3pes HX CO
BCEM HeroJOBaHHeM MOPSALOYHOro uesnoBeka. MHe crana mno-
HATHA HEHaBHCTb KO BceH Mnopoae B3ATOYHHKOB... HeBosb-
HBIH, XOTS SILOBHTbIH, CMeX MOJAHHMAJCA Yy MeHs cpeaH Bcefl
MOeH TpeBOTH H IMeyaJH, cMex Hal 3TOH XXaliHOH BO3Hel.
M otuasinHO A roBopua ce6e, 4TO 3TOH BO3HE, 3TOMY HHYTO-
XKeCTBy CyXJAeHa yaauya, TOrla Kak f...

51 o6enan onun. He 3Halo, rae nponagan Muiuenb; oH 3a-
€xaJ 3a MHOH BeuepoM Ha OTJHYHOH SIMCKOH Tpoiike; Mbl Npo-
BOXAJIH ONoJueHUeB 10 NMepBoil AepeBHH. [Loporoil oH cKa-
3a/ MHe, YTO BCTpeTH/ Ha ynuue Mapbio BacuabeBny, oueHb
neyaJjbHyHo.

— W3 uepkBu wna, noa Byaablo, HO s BHAeJ, pacnaa-
KaHa. 51 xoTten 3aroBOpPHTH, MOKJOHUJCA — He y3Hana, Jaxe
6exxaTtb cTana ckoped. Tbl BHIes ee ceroaHs?

— Hert,— kopoTKo oTBeuan 1.

C npoBOAOB Mbl BODOTHJAHCH paHo yTpoM. 51 yuien B cBOH
HyMep H ellle He JIOXKHJCA; MoJYCOHHbIH PHnbKa BBea rop-
HHUHYI0O Mapbu BacuabeBHbl. OHa ckasaJga, 4TO.yX [aBHO
34ecb AOXHAANACh, H Nepefasja MHe 3aMHCKy. DTa AeByulka
3Ha/ja TahHbl FOCMOXH H, JOJXKHO OblTb, HE OY€Hb CBSATO HX
6eperaa. OHa coo6uUiHa MHe, B [OMOJHEHHE K TOMY, UTO i
yHTaa, uToObl s claenan 6GOXeCKyio MHJIOCTb, MOXaaoBah
XOTb HAa MHHYTKY; 4YTO 6apblluHf He KylliaeT, He MOYHBAEeT,
BCe TJa3KH NponJjakana, H3 aoMy 6or 3HaeT KyAa YXOIHT
H, noxaJnayi, uto-Hubyab Han coboil cienaer. Bce 3tu noan-
po6HOCTH OHa paccKa3blBaJjla MHe OYeHb TPOTraTeJbHO H O4YeHb
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rpoMko. 51 monpocHa ee yMOJNKHYTb H KpaTKo Hamucaa Mapbe
BacHabeBHe, UTO CUHTAKD H3JHUIHHM K HeH SBJAATbCA, TakK
KaK MpOILAHHSA MeX1y HaMH KOHYeHbl, a MOT'y NMPHHTH K HeH
TOJNbKO B CJydae, €C/lH OHA pellHTeJbHO CKaXeT MHe, uTo
elleT CO MHOI. «JTO MOe MocJjefHee CIOBO,— 3aKJIOUHJI f,—
A MOJAOXKAY Ballero OoTBeTa A0 LIECTH YacOB Beuepa H, ecJH
ero He 6yleT, 3aBTpa yTPOM eay...»

[TomHio s 3TOT AeHb. Yero He caenann TpH GecCOHHbie
HOUH, TO CAejaja 3Ta MbITKA OXHIAaHHA, 3aMHpaHbe cepaua
NPH KaXXAOM 3BOHKe B COCEIHHX HyMepaXx, IIPH Ka>1OM BXO-
ne Heqenoro ®uabKu: s 6bl1 pa36HT. MHeas He 6bJI0 A0OMa.
$1 He BbilIes U3 KOMHAThl Becb AeHb, 1 He MOr MOAHATHCHA C
NHBaHa. BuUrpelll H TO, YTO Yy MeHs OCTaBajoCh — GbLIO
NOYTH CTOJbKO e HJH HeMHoro 6oJee TOro, YTo 3aserlad
MHe MoO# Gartiowka. E&1n 3toro 6bl10 HeAOBOJBHO Ha He-
CKOJIbKO MecsilleB MOWJOH HHILEHCKOH »H3HH B APSAHHOM
NPOBHHUHANBHOM TFOPOAHLIKE,— YTO e OyldeT B CTOJHLE?P..
Hukakoro apyroro Bonpoca He pox/ianoch, He MeJbKaJo B
moet ronose. HacrofiunBoe oaHoo6pasHe MbIiCJH MPHBOIHT
3a co60l0 MOMeLlaTelbCTBO; MHHYTAMH, KaK MOJHHSA, Y MEHS
NpOpHBAJIOCH OTYAsIHHOE TMpeANoJiOXKEeHHe, UYTO $fi CXOXY
¢ yMma...

®uabka B Apyrod KomHaTte Tonranacs H Bo3uacsa. Hako-
Hell OH SIBHJICA C BOMPOCOM, €1y JH fl H UTO MPHKAXY YKJa-
AbiBATb.

buio moutH wectb yacos. )KaaTh 6ul10 60Jblie Heyero.
51 ornpasuacs kK CMyTOBbIM 332 CBOHMH BewamH. Jloporo# s
BCMIOMHHJ, 4TO He BHAaJ CTApyX ¢ TOro Beyepa, KaK o6bsfc-
HAJICA C HHMH MOA OKHAaMH, YTO OHH, BEepOfiTHO, 6yayT pac-
cnpawxBath... Hy u Moryr ocrarbcs npu Bonpocax! KoHUHTb
BCe KaK MOXHO KOpoue H YHTH.

MeHs NMpPHHANH CTPaHHO,— KOHEYHO, THeBaJHCb, HO BCe
HallH OTHOUIeHHs AO/KHbi OblIH KOHYHTbCS Ype3 moJyaca,
a MoA coOcTBeHHast 3a60Ta Obl1a CJAHIIKOM TsiXeJja, YTOOh
eule NpH6aBJAATb K Hell cKop6b O cTapbix AeBax. OHH H caMH,
BrnpoyeM, ObiIH KaKHe-TO CTpaHHbie,— cHaesH 6e3 gena, no-
HHKHYB rojioBaMH; ofHa [lyHeuka cJiennsia ryia3a 3a WHTbEM,
y OKHa; cynpyra orua AJiekcesi, CJOXHB PYKH, XKaJjacb y
cTeHkH. Bce 6esmonBcTBoBanu. Sl cea, He Bhinyckas ¢ypax-
KH. 3arosopHaa Jlo60Bb AnekcaHapoBHa.

— JlaBHO He BHAAJHCH.

— Ha. ¥ 51 npuwea npocTHTbCS.

— Epews B MockBy? — cnpocuna Ajekcanapa AJek-
CaHIpOBHA.
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— [Ha, ¢ Muwenem, 3aBTpa.

— Bort, Tperbero AHsi NpHHeCaH, AOAXHO ObiTb, OTNYCK
tTeGe;, A pacnucajacb, YTO MnoJyuyuJja,— ckasasaa Jlw6osb
AnekcaHapoBHa, nogaBasi MHe KOHBepT.

51 pacmeuartan, npocmoTpen 6GymMardH M ONYCTHA HX B
KapMaH.

— 3TO He OTNYCK, a YBOJIbHeHHe. §1 Bbllies U3 TMMHAa3HH.

— Bot Te6e pas! — BckpHuana Anekcanapa Anekcau-
N pOBHA.

— Crano 6biTb, HALOAro ye3dxaewb? A MoTtoM Kak? —
cripal¥BaJa crapuas.

Iaxe [JyHeuka oGepHyJaacb H cayliaJa.

— 51 yesxaiw coBceMm, HaBcerga,— ckasaa f.

— 3asrTpa?
. — 3aBTpa yTpom.

— Kakoii npoBopHbii! — oTo3Basach AnekcaHapa Anek-
CaHApOBHA.

[Tonaabst 3aoxaana.

— C Mapeoeit BacuabeBHoH BHIeJcs? — cNpocHaa, NoO-
moauas, Jllo6oBb AnekcaHapOBHA.

— Her. Mnue Her Bpemenn. Ilotpyautechr nepenatb e
Moe nouteHHe. Tenepb Mo3BOJbTE MHe cob6paTbes, mobaaro-
NapuTb Bac 3a Balle BHHMaHHe... Ecaun koraa cayuurces ObiTh
B N, KoHeuHo, 3aeny...

— Jla yx He 3acTaHellb,— CKa3aJa THXO H CMOKOHHO
Jli060Bb AsleKCaHAPOBHA,— Hac CaMHX Heleld uepe3 JBe
3gecb He 6yner.

— Kakum ob6pasom?

— Tak cayunaoce! — xpabpo orBevyana AuekcaHapa
AnekcaHIpoBHa H. TOTYAC e 3anjakaJja.

Crapwasn cecTpa TOoNbKO OTBepHysacb. [lonaabsi Toxe
3axHbikaJaa. [lyHeuka, BAPYT 3a/JHBUIHCb cJe3aMH, nobexaJga
H3 KoMHaThl. JIlo60Bb AnlekcaHapoBHa mnofiMasna ee 3a nJaa-
Tbe y CBOeH ABepH.

— Kyaa Ttwr?

— 3JT0 OHa 0 caje, 0 BHIEHKaXx CBOHX! — cKa3aaa Adjek-
canapa AaekcanapoBHa.— Bor Tebe, [lyHsi, # BHLIEHKH!

— E#i He BHweH Xanb, el Hac Xaab,— BO3pa3uaa Ha-
craBHTebHO JI1060Bb AnekcaHApOBHa W nmpHxkaaa JlyHeuky
K cBoeMy cepauy.— OHa BHAHT Halwe oropuenHe. [TonHo, Moi
apyr. Ero csaras Boas. Bor paa, 6or u B3sa. Mpl 6b10
Bce TeGe MPOYHJH, a NMPOUYHTb HHUYero He AOJAXHO. CMHpPHCh
H TpyaHCb... JIIOAH XKe >XKHBYT...

— TereHbKH...— pa3naJjcs pobkHil roJoc...
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B komHaTte 6binia Mapba BacuabeBHa. OHa Bowana, He
3aMeyeHHanA CpelH CyMepeK H MeyaJd, la BMepeiH ee elle
[Tenares Tawmna camosap.

— TeteHbkH, npasaa JH, A ceduac ycablwaJga...

— [lpaena, Marywka,— orBeyana AJjekcaHipa AJek-
CaHApOBHAa.— YTpPOM ceroaHs NPHXoAHJa. «Bekceab Bawr Te-
nepb, FOBOPHT, y MeHA, @ CPOK €My UeTBepTOro ceHTabpd; Tak
KaK BaM YrofHo, NOTOMY — MpOLEHThl He TiadeHbl. A A 3Halo,
FOBODHT, y Bac A€Her HeT H KanWTaJja. HeT; TakK [OM, eCJH
yrOlHO, fl BO3bMY B YMJATy...» YTPOM BOT CErojHsl TOBOPH.I...

— Kro 310? — cnpocua 1.

— T[loao3os, kyneu, cocea HXHHH,— OTBeyaja MHe IMO-
naabs.

— Kak xe nonaa K HeMy BeKcesb, TETEHbKH? — crpa-
wxBasa Mapbsa BacuabeBHa.

— A yX Kak nonaJj,— BCKpHuUaja, pa3MaxHyB pyKaMH,
Anekcanapa AnekcaHaposHa,— npo To Gor Benaer!

— DBpeBHoB emy nponaa,— orBeuana JIio60Bb AsekcaH-
nposHa.— CamoBap yiuider, CalleHbKa.

OHa 6ynTo pHcoBanachb CBOHM CNOKOHCTBHEM; CBOero
poAda KOKeTCTBO, He OCTaBJfoLlee XKEeHUHH HH B KAaKoM
Bo3pacre.

— CbIHOK-TO He B 6aTiOLIKY,— paccka3biBasa AJjiekcal-
apa AunekcaHapoBHa,— npoaasJ [a ¢ [PYXHHOH yuwea,—
n0BH ero! XoTb 6bl MO KpaHHOCTH CJOBO CKa3aJj, npeaynpe-
IHA Obl...

— Hy, uTo X 6bl H3 ero npeaynpexneHHa? — BO3pa3H-
aa Jlio6osb AsieKcaHApoBHa.— 3amjaTHTb HaM HeueM, 3TO
BCAKHH pebeHok 3HaeT. Ecau 6bl ewe MecAau Hasad... Erop
EropoBuu 6bl1 XHB... ’

Tyt BocnomHHaHue o npyre ee cMyTHao. Heo6GbikHOBeH-
Has JKHByuecTb »eHcTBeHHOCTH! KM raaBHoe — eHCTBeH-
HOCTb GeCKOpbICTHaf, B YeM YNOCTOBEpHJAa MoNalibA.

— H, wmarywka Jlio6oBb AnekcanapoBHa! — ckasaJsa
oHa.— A y Eropa-to EropoBHua kakHe 6bl1H L10CTaTKH? Bce
paBro — Huuero. Yrto rocnoauHy bpesHoBy 6bl10, OT ero
6oraTcTBa, NOKOAHHKY, BO3MOXKHO...

— Bot cbiHOK-TO NOKO#HHKOBY 60raTcTBy rJa3KH INpo-
TpeT,— npepBana AJeKcaHapa AnekcaHApOBHAE,— CKa3biBa-
JIH, OH TaM J1Be HOUH KPAALY, «Hanpaso, Hajaeso», y OpJaoBa B
FOCTHHHLE, H 4ero-yero He 6bl1O...

S1 nowen B cBOl KOMHATy co6paTbcA; 3TO 6bIIO OYeHb
Henoaro 6aarolapa nopsiikKy, KOTOpOro fi BCeraa cTporo Tpe-
6oBaa ot GecuncaeHHoH xeHcKol npucayri. Hukugop noses

326



B FOCTHHHLY MOH 4YeMOAAHW; A 3aKpHYaJ eMy B OKHO — TMo-
cJaTb MHE H3BO3YHKa, H B OXHAaHHH yb6paa cBOH GyMmaru
B JODOXKHbI MelwoK. S collen BHH3, YBHIAEB NoAbexaBLIHE
LPOXKKH.

B rocTHHO# y)e naBHO rpOMKO H »apko roBopuau. Ilpu
MoeM Bxose Mapbs BacuibeBHa y6exkasna B ApPYryio KOMHa-
Ty H BCe NpPHHYXIAEHHO 3aMoaKaH. [TonaabH u [yHeuku He
6ui10. OGe aeBn CMOTpeH Ha MeHA C OXHAaHHeM,— KOHeu-
HO, XJAaJH UYYBCTBHTEJNBbHOCTH, KOTOPOH Si He HMeJ, He MOr
H He )Xenaa HWMeTb. B HeKOTOpHX cayuasix TynoyMHe OKpy-
XAIOUWHX 3apa3HTesbHO: MHe ObLIO TJYyNo-HeJOBKO B 3ITOH
cueHe.

— Hy-c, npoutaiite,— cka3zan s, noaxoas K craplued
cecTpHue H KoJe6asich — o6peub HJIH He o6peub ce6s Ha No-
ueJyH 3TOH XeJToBaTOH MATKOH PYKH,— MO3BOJIbTE ellle pa3
f106/1aroAapuTh Bac, MoXeJaaTb BCero Jyuulero, BCeX Yc-
nexos...

— DT0 MOJOABIM — YCIeXH,— OTBeua/ja, NPHNOAHHMA-'
fick, J11060Bb AJleKCAaHAPOBHA,— HAllA XH3Hb KOHYEHA.

— [Ha 1 Mon010My-TO Haao0 ¢ YHCTOH coBecTbio!l..— Ha-
yaJja MeHblLIas.

Ha npouianbe BMecTo cMOKB urpuBas CaweHbKa yrouia-
Ja MeHsl MopaJbio! $l 4uyTb He paspa3uiacss XOXOTOM H, YTOGH
3a)xaTb ero, TKHyJiCSl HOCOM B PYKH 06eHX 1eB,— HHaue He
XBaTHJ0 6bl pewlHMocTH. CBeplUHB MOABHI, 1 BBICKOYHJ Ha
Kpuabuo. Kaxercs, 3Baad [lyHeuKy; MHe noka3anocb, 4YTO
H MONaabsi FOHHTCS 32 MHOIO...

Y Muwens 6bliH KTO-TO ABO€. [OBOpHJIH O aenax, CUH-
TaJH AeHbrH H CTaJH HrpaTb. § caan cBOHM BellH H ocTajcA
B cBoeil KoMHaTe. MHe XoTesoChb paccesiTbCsl Hrpod, HO MO
cepAlUy NpOMoJ3J0 OTBpPaTHTeNbHOE YYBCTBO: UYTO, €CJAH A
npourpatocb?.. Bce TpeBorH aHs BO30OGHOBHJHCH elle ynop-
Hee, a 3a HHMH BApPYI, MTHOBeHHO GYyATO ynajao Ha roJoBy
yTO-TO TSXKeJOoe, yAylialoluee, JHlIaoulee cCO3HAHUA. S cH-
JeJl y OKHa OJHH, laxke He rasias nepea co6oio, XKer CHrapol,
ONbSIHAACh KPENKHM KypeHbeM H MOHHMasi TOJbKO OAHO,—
4TO Yy MeHsl HHYero He OCTaBaJOCh...

— Bawm 3anncka,— cka3zan ®Puabka.

«[1puesxaite KO MHe, caenaiiTe OO IKEHHE; OUEHb HYX-
HO Bac BHAETb, NMOCHJIAI0 MPOJETKY».

JI1060BHble 3aMHCKH NMPOBHHLUHAJIOK OUeHb OPHIHHAJbHHI.

dta 3anucka MeHsi GyATO TOJNKHYJa; s 4udTas ee, 6yIATO
He OYHYBLIHCb CNPOCOHKA. Byab 51 HacTpoeH HHaue — s cTan
6bl HajA Helo pa3fyMbiBaTh; Sl cTaj Gbl B3BeLIHBATh, HACKOJb-
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KO, ycTynas 3To#l npocb6e, s yCTYNJA0 cBOero co6CTBEHHOro
apoctouHerBa. Ho s He Mor aymath, 1 6bl1 6eccuaed... Byab
6JarocjoBeHHa cyabba, nocaapBwas MHe B 3TY MHHYTY 3TO
otcyTcTBHe cHabl! Ecau 66l BO MHe ocTaBajach peuldMoOCTb,
CO3HaHHe, A Obl He noexaJt H... s Obl Bce nory6ua!

Muuenb H ero rocTH GblJM Ha Kpblablle; 3aBHAA elle B
OKHO, OHH BbIG€XXaJi CMOTPeTb CEeporo pbicaka, KOTOpOro 3a
MHOIO NpHcJaaaud. JTo 6bla npesecTHb JleMOH, elle MOXOpo-
LIeBLIHH B 3TOT M'OA OT HeXXeHbsl H KopMma. OH He cTosa, pxKaJ,
cBepkaa rJja3amu, 6ua kKonbitamu. Tocnosa aio6oBanucs,
BOCXHIUAJHCh;, pacclpalldBaJH Kyuepa, CNpalldBajdH LeHY,
CYEeTHJHCb KPYrOM, KakK UbIraHe.

— Ero Hamo Ha 6era! npu3 BoabMer! — kpHuaa Mu-
leJb, 3HATOK Aesa.

— H 1o Mapbs BacuabeBHa xoTesa, 4a noxkajaeaa My-
YHTb,— pacckasbiBaJ Kyuep,— Mapbsi BacHabeBHa yX Tak
ero JIo6HT, NPOCTO LEJYyeT, H3 CBOHX PYK CaxapoM KOPMHT...

$1 npepBas GOJTOBHIO, CaAfiCb HA IPOXKKH.

— Tloesxa# warom; eme 3TOT 4epT LUEK CJIOMHT.

— Koraa Bac xkpaatb, Cepreii HukosnaeBHu? — cnpocHa
Muwensn.

— Uepes noavaca,— oTBedas s XJ1aLHOKPOBHO.

OTKpoBEHHO NMpH3HAIOCh — Y MEHA 3aMHpaJo cepale; f
He 6bl1 TOTOB HH Ha OTKa3, HH Ha HoBYlo 60pbby. 51 n0 cHX
0D He MOry NpHAyMarthb, YTo caeqaq O6bl A, uTo 6bl1C 6bl CO
MHOI0...

B roctHHO#N eaBa Mepuana cBeuka. Mapba BacuiabeBHa
X0aH/1a B3aj] H Bnepea. $1 ocTaHOBHJCA B ABEPAX.

— Cepexcal — BCKpHKHYJ1a OHA H ynaJa Ko MHe Ha Lielo.

Byps cies u nouenyes.

— $1 yx T1ebs H He xaana! BosbMu MeHs ¢ co6oio!

JT10 6bLIO KOPOTKO M fiCHO. $ oTBeuan »KapkHMH 06b-
ATHAMH H OpOCHJICA K ee HOraMm. B 3Ty MHHYTY s B caMoM
Aeqe Jio6HJ ee: oHa MeHA cnacaga... Cyab6a H3baBuia MeHA
OT TAKOro YHH)XEHHs: OKa3blBaJoChb Ha peJe, 4To s cna-
caJ ee.

— TereHbkH Bce 3HAIOT... BeCb ropoj Bce 3Haer! — je-
nerasja oOHa, pblaias.— MHe Her MecTa 31ecb, HeT MecTa
HHrZe, y MeHsl HeT HHUKoro, kpoMme te6s... §I ¢ To6oii, TBOS,
Be3jle, XOTb Ha Kpa# cseral.

51 ocrascsi y Hel; Tak KaK OHa yX peliH/aach, NPATATbCH
6oablue 6bl0 Heuero. Ho oHa y»x HHuero W He NoMHHJ A, B
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cnesax, B 3abore, B Bocroprax. OHa 6bl1a cuacT/HBa, fl JIO-
OHa ee, A pHUCOBAJ €l NO3THUYECKHE KApPTHHbI CUaCTbs, A Obla
BeceJ, JIOBOJIEH, Sl ThICAUY pa3 CTPAacTHO TBepAHa eH, 4To
CYacT/HB; A 3aCTaBHJ ee CO3HAaTbCs, YTO HeoOXOAHM eil, uTo
6e3 MeHsi ee CyllleCTBOBaHHe 0ecle/bHO, TEMHO, UTO BbicLiee
C4acTbe QJIS1 JKEeHILHHbl — MOJHOe CaMOOTpedYeHHe Aas cua-
CTbA J1I06GUMOro yesoBeKa...

— A bl M06HUWbL MEHA? — OBTOPSiJIA OHA.

— Tbl cnpawkBaewb? — NOBTOPAJ f, 3aKJiouyas ee B
00 BATHA.

He Hano 6bi10 naBaTb el ONOMHHTbLCSA, H NOTOMY 1 Gbld
NPOTHB LOJTHX C6OpPOB M PaHO YTPOM NpHKasaa el cOuparb-
ct. OTKpbLIOCh, YTO B 3TH TPH [HSA, XOTS He pellascb, XOTH
MOYTH OTKa3blBasiCb,— OHa Yyxe coofpa)kanacb H TOTOBH-
dacb. Oxa HasbiBaja cBOW 6/axb Toxe «6opbbolo»; s He
CTaJ CMNOPHTb O CJOBax, HO NPOCHN ee O6paTHTb BHHMaHHe
Ha MHCTHHKT, KOTOPbIH 3aCTaBasin ee «coobpaxaTbcst M ro-
TOBHTbCH>.

— He sicHoe an nokasatenbcTBO, YTO 6€3 MeHS Thl XKHTb
He MOXewb? — ChnpauuBas 1.

[TocienoBaso MHOrO MeXXAOMETHI, NOCJAE KOTOPbIX Mbl
3aroBopHaH cBsi3Hee. $1 cnpocH.a O CyllecTBeHHbIX 06CTOS-
TeJqbCTBax; Bce Oblio B nopsiake. Hauanncb c6opbl, ABHAHCD
JIIOJM, TOpHHUHble, CYHAYKH. [loaHAnach W crapas BeabMa,
TeTeHbKa, H FIBHJIACb KJASCTb HEMOKOPHYIO MAEMSHHHLY, KO-
TOpas ONATb NPHHANACH 3a cae3bl. MHe 3TO Hanoeno, A BCTY-
MHJCH, HO TaK JOBKO H [€JHKATHO, YTO YCNOKOHJ ofe cTo-
POHBbI CKOJIbKO MOT.

— Muabli Tel MOH,— BockaHuana Mapbsi BacuabeBHa,
KOrfa TeTeHbKa Yylajaujacb,— AOOpPbIA, JackoBbii!.. Tbl He
aymai, utob s o HeHl He no3abortHnack. Her, cnasa 6ory, OHa
y MeHsl ycTpoeHa, AaBHO ycTpoeHa. Kak Toabko naneHbka
CKOHYaJICA, 1 ed TPH TbICAUM 3alKcana, Aa 3TOT AOM Ha ee
HMSl KYMHJa; OHa COBCEM YCIMOKOeHa...

— Ha yero bl 310 Renana’? K ueMy TakHe POCKOUIH?

— Ax, Ha cayua#i, muabiii! Kak ke He obecneuntb? Hy,
s Obl _BblUI1d 3aMYyX... HJIH BOT Tenepb, Kyla eH C HaMH?
A kak e ee ocTaBHTb 6e30 Bcero? Tenepb y Hee Becb MOJHbIH
aoM, Mebenb, BCe OoCTaeTcsl, H 1 NMOKOMHHA...

— HenypHo!..— cka3an s, yaepXuBasicb, €IHHCTBEHHO
uyTOObl HE HCMOPTHTbL A06POro COraacHs.

— Jla Benb Thl noayMa#: ed noutH cembaecsit! OHa H K
JIOASIM NPHBBIKJIA, KOTOpble ed CAyXaT, H K yray CBOeMy...

— HenypHast 6oragenbHs ¢ uenkoBoi mebesbio! — npe-
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pean si.— O@HaKO Heyero TOJAKOBaTh O B3A0pax. YKJaadbl-
Bai cama cepe6po H BCe OCTa/JbHble LEeHHbie BeliH, uTob He
pacrauwmiaH. TereHbKe 3TOro, noJjararw, OCTaB/ATb He HYXKHO.
A MHe pa#i cefiuac 1WIKATYJKy ¢ Ka3HOH W GpPHAJHAHTaMH, A
oTBe3y ee K ce6e, a TO B CyMaToXe Thl H He YCMOTpHIUb, KaK
YKpamyT.

— Tsos npaBna,— oTBeuana oHa 6ecnpeKOCJOBHO.

— OnHako, TsaxeneHbKa! — cKasaj f, CMesACb H B3AB
WwKaTyaky.— I[loxanay#, U He geHecelb.

— §1 Beslo 3a/0KHTb MPOJETKY; NpHKaxewb JleMoHa?

MHe npHwa uyaecHasi MbiCb.

— Her, He Hago,— cka3an s1,— €CTb H H3BO3UHKH. A BOT
yto. Jlowaaky 3Ty Halo WJIH MPoaaTth, HAH C co6GOl B3ATH.
[IponaBatb 3aecb — KoMy? mnpoaeleBHlIb. Be3TH — Kyna?
Y Hac B MockBe noKyna HH KBapTHpHI, HH Jloged. 3aech o0
Tex nop ocTaBHTb? Be3 Hac, moxaay#, HCNOPTAT.

— AXx, Het! A MpHKaXKy, NOMpPOLLY TETEHbKY...

— UTo TBOSl TETEHbKA CMBICJAHT, H KOMY Thl IPHKaXKelb?
Hert, Bot uto. Bce paBHo TepsATb; ayuwe noaapu [lemoHa.

— Komy? -

— Munuuenio. OH Buepa Jio6oBancsi. Tbl 3THM ero MHJO
pacnosioXHlb... Beab MHiuesb — TBOSI HOBasi POAHS.

91 cmessicsi; oHa nmpH3aayMaJaach.

— BnpoueM, kak Te6e yromHo; 3To TBoe,— NpH6aBHI A
H, 6YATO MaLIHHAJbHO, MOCTABHJ IIKATYJKY Ha CTOJ.

— Ax, HeT, HeT, He Moe... TONBKO BOT UTO... Thl €My YX
oT ce6s NojapH,— CKasaJja OHa W 3anjakana, oOGHAB MeHs.

— Pe6eHouek! — cka3aa #, cMmesicb.— )KaJab Jowagku?
Ewe nyuwe 6yayr!

— Her, He nowanku xadgb...

$1 nan cebe MbICJE€HHO KJIATBY HHKOrAa He AOCJYLIHBaTb
noAo6HbIX BelleH.

— Tak npHcbiaa#t ke JleMoHa uepe3 yacok Tyaa,— CKa-
3as] f, B3AB ONATb WKaTyaky.— A a noxJjonouy. Hano ky-
MHTb 3KHNAX, He B TeJere e TPACTHCb. TYT B TFOCTHHHLe
ocTaBJ/leHa NMpPoAaBaTb YbSA-TO KapeTa, He HOBasi, HO, MOXeT
ObiTb, FOAHTCS.

— Xopoliuo, Kynu,— cKasaja OHa,— BO3bMH Xe KJIoY
OT LUKATYJKH.

— ¥ MeHst ecTb AeHbrH,— OTBevaJ #, NpAYa KJAKOY B
kapMaH.— Beab y Hac — o6uiee?

— O panoctb MOfi, KOHEYHO, KOHeuHo, o6leel.. Ax, Her,
He o6ulee, a Bce TBoe! Ho pasBe y Tebs ewe O6blu?

— Kak xe, 7 Boiurpad.
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— ¥ koro? y Betnuua?

— Y BpeBHOBa,— OTBeuaJs sl HEOCTOPOXKHO H 60Jblie MO
3a0bIBYHBOCTH, NIOTOMY 4YTO CMELIHJ.

Miuienp 6bl10 3ayNPAMHJICA H He XOTeJs elle OCTaBaThb-
Cfl, HO fl YNPOCHJ ero. §l paccuHTbIBaJ HA €ro NPaKkTHYECKYIO
MYApPOCTb Aas cGOpPOB H NMyTellecTBHI, HAa ero NPHCYTCTBHe
48 aydiiero H 6/1aronoJqyyHoro ycTpoicrsa fena... i Obid
eute oueHb Mosoa! Tenepb s naxke He MOry onpeiaesieHHO
O6bACHHTb, uero, CoOCTBEHHO, MHe Obl10 OT HEro HYXHo.
[IpaBra, OH BBIrOAHO CTOProBa/J MHE CTapylo YeTbIpexXMecT-
HYIO KapeTry, HallOMHHJ CXOZHTb K OMEKYHY, HCIIPaBHTb pas-
Hble (OPMaJbHOCTH, HAayuyua B3ATb BHA H3 MOJHLHH AR
Mapbh BacuabeBHbl, HO 3aTeM yceJcs 3a KapTbhl. Mens Tpe-
BOXHJ QETCKHH CTpax 3a LIKaTyJKYy, KOTOpYlo i CHaua/ja He
3HaJ Kyjla CnpsATaTb, a HakKoHel AOrajaJjcA BOBCe He nps-
TaTb, NOTOMY YTO CTapas Belllb H3 Kakoro-to 6yporo nepe-
TpecKaBlUerocsl nepepa He Morsa o6paTHTb HHUbEro BHUMA-
HHA. CoBeplIeHHO CNpaBeaJMBO, YTO NEePBbIH yCMeX TYMaHHT.
MHe HyXHO OblIO MPH3bIBATb HA MOMOLULb BCIO MOIO Bblaep-
XAHHOCTb MOPSAOYHOrO 4esOBeKa, YTO6 COXPAaHHTb XJaaHO-
KpOBHE, He Ka3aTbCA CJHLIKOM Bece/biM H He XBacTaTbCH...
MOTOMY UTO, MPH3HAIOCb, MHHYTAMH y MEHS SABJAAJOCH H 3TO
MeJKOe »KeJaHHe, H HYXHO Obl1O MHOro cuJa, uytobnl 06y-
341aTb erol..

51 He Mrpan; MHe fa)e CTRAHHO HE XOTEJNOCb HIPaTh.
B3arasHyB B OKHO, i CKa3a.j, NPH3HAIOCb, CAEPXKHBAA BOJ-
HeHHe:

— Muwennb, Tebe Buepa noHpabHaachb MOR Jowalb. Bot
ee BeayT. Thl MeHsl oueHb 06sXKelllb, €C/1H BO3bMellb ee cebe.

Hrpaswue 6bliv BuepallHHe rocnoga; OHH H cam Mu-
wenb pasHHYJH PTbl OT YyAHBJeHHA... DTo Gblia nepsas
MHHYTa O(PHUHANbHOrO NPH3HAHHA MOEro 3HauyeHHs, nepaas
MHHYTa MOero BOJABOPEHHS B MOHMX MpaBax.

Muuweab yrocTua Hac caaBHbiM 06ea0M; 3TO Obl10 YX
[pollaHbe; OTbe3] Ha3HayeH HenpemMeHHO 3aBTpa. TOJbKO
BeuepoM Mor st npHiATH K Mapbe BacuabeBhe. B npuxoxeii s
yBHAeJ 4eH-TO KapTy3, H3 TOCTHHOH CJblWAJHCh roJoca.
[Tpn moem Bxome Mapba BacuabeBHa Bckouusa ¢ LHBaHa,
6.1enHasn. [loceTutenn, cenoii, 6oponarbiii cTapuk B Kagrase,
MOIHAJICA TOXE H, KJAaHAACb, CMepHJ MeHsi B3rasaom. S no-
KJIOHHJCA XOJO04HO, MOJUA.

— Hrak, npoumeHbs npocuM, GapblllHA,—— 3arOBOPHI
rocTb,—- CYUACT.IHBOrO BaM MNYTH H BCAKOro 6.1aronogyudHs.
¥ HAac COCKYYHJICh, HY, TAM NOBeCeHTeCh; 60r nowJer Bam

331



3a pawy ao6pylo aymy. KTo ctaporo aa MaJjoro He oCTaB-
JsieT, TOMY caM 60r MOMOIUHHK; BOT H BaM...

— 3a uTto Bac Tak npocaasiafiioT, Mapba Bacuabes-
Ha? — CNMpPOCHJ 5, 3aHHTEPECOBABIUHCh KOMeHeH.

Ona He oTBeuana, GiegHes ele Gosee; 3arOBOPHJ ONATh
rocTh.

Bor-c, 3a ux no6pyo aywy. Y3aHana 6apbliiHs, 4TO
HeYasiHHbIM 06pa3oM AOJIKOK €CTb y MEeHsl Ha HX TeTeHbKax,
Jlio6osb AnekcanapoBHe H AsekcaHape AsekcaHApoBHe, Aa

- HiHY€e BeCb Ae€Hb C YTPa MEHS HCKaJla, TO B AOM KO MHe, TO B
JlaBKy, NMOKYAa MHe BOT K Beuepy YAOCYXHJOCb CaMOMy
npuiith. He xouy nepea 6orom rpewnth, Mapbs BacHuabes-
Ha, Kabbl Bbl TaK He MPOCHJH, He MPHCTABA/H KO MHe, HH 33
yTo Obl A1 BALIHX JAeHer He Basa!

— A Bbl B3AAH? — CNPOCHA 1.

Kak »e-c; Beab A 3anaatua rocnoaHHy BpesHoBy uu--
CTBIMH, TaK H MHe caenoBano. M Beab MHe pacueT, noToMy,—
JOM HX TeTeHeK KaK pa3 y MeHsA noa GOKOM, OuYeHb MHe
BHIOoAHO. HH 32 uTO 6bl 51 HE YCTYNHA HHKOMY, Aa Y 6aphlil-
HA pasxajobuna. M kak oHa 3TO cKOpo: AeHer HeT — cepe6-
po B JaBKy, Wwaad k tatrapaM. ¥ HanpacHO Bbl, cyrapbiHs,
npoaaJju; s 6bl cepe6po y Bac B Ty e Obl LeHy B3aa... Beab
KaKas, Kak MojHJa-to! DTOo Bbl, MaTyllKa, HHKOrAa Bhepen
HH nepej KeM He JesaiTe; CKa3aHO: «eLHHOMY rocnoay mo-
KaoHuMmca»... Hy-c, Tak na# Bam 6or! Bor, KcraTH, U cBHAe-
TeJb CJAYUHJCH, Y4TO Sl A€HbIH MOJYYHJ,— BOT OHH,— H BeK-
ceqb nMoAanHcasd, W caM ero H3opsasa. OT cBoero cjoBa He
OTKaXYCb.

‘OH nepekpecTH/acs Ha o6pa3, MOKJOHHJICA H ONAThb
cKasaJg:

— Ilpowenbsa npocum, 7 B Mockse 6yay, Bac HaBelly.

Ona no6exaJsna NpoBoXKaTb ero, 3aXBaTHB €O CTOJA pPa3o-
pBaHHyl0 6ymary. 3To AOBEpILHJAO Mepy MOeH 3JIOCTH.

Tak-to y Bac 8ce 3a00H0? — BCKpHuaJ s, KOraia oHa
noasuaacb.— Ta#Hbl, caenkn, npopaxH? Tak-To Bbl Gepe-
XKeTte Hawe obujee? Bbl eule Ha3biBaaH 3To moum! Ecan moe,
TaK Bbl Y MeHs Kpazaete, noimuTte 310! KTO X MHe nopyuurcs,
4YTO Bbl H BO BCEM MeHsl He o6MaHerte?..

Ona ynmana Ha KOJeHH, KJAAnacb, YTO 3TO H3 KaKHX-TO
«OCTATKOB», H3 KaKHX-TO «pa3MeHeHHbIX»... MHe 6bl10 ran-
Ko! M cae3 neavie noTokH, u moJHeiillee HeMOHHMaHHe, UTO
OHa MeHs oAaypauHaa, obobpana, npopana! §1 ysHan 3ToT
XapakTep; MHe NpeiacTod]a BedyHasi OCTOPOXHOCTb, H A Meu-
Tan o cBobose... I He NOMHHA ce6A OT rHeBa; He MOMHIO CBO-
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HX CJIOB, He MOMHIO CBOHX MOCTYNKOB B 3TOT Beuep,— si Obla
yxaceH... Ho 51 cioMan ee, st NOKOPHJ ee, s1 3aCTaBHJ €€ y HOT
MOHX NMPOCHTb NMPOLIEHHS, 3aCTABHJ ee MOKJSACTbCA, YTO OHA
He BbliijeT H3 Moell BOJH... Jla H Kyaa 6bl nmowa oHa? cpen-
ctBa 6bl1H B MOHX pykax!.

Ha apyroi#t neHb HakoHew oTbe3n Gbl1 peweH. Kapery
HarpyxaJu ¢ yrpa y Mapbu BacH/abeBHbI, HO YKJAAKH H AIM-
UIHKH OOTAHYJH AeJao A0 Bedyepa. $1 He BbIXOAHJ OT Hee, H,
TOJIbKO KOrAa Bce 6bi/10 rOTOBO, noues K MHlienio 3BaThb €ro
exaTtb. BopoTsicb ¢ HHM BMecTe, Mbl 063 OYeHb YAHBHJHCD,
y3HaB, uTo MapbH Bacu/ibeBHbl HeT B aoMe.

— Ilponana? — cka3an MHienb, xoxoua OueHb OGHA-
Ho.— OcTaJsibHOe BCe /H LeJo?

Bce 6bis10 1en0, HO TeM raynee, TeM Xy»Xke: OHa AOKa3bl-
BaJa, UTO KepTBYeT BCeM, HO He xoueT 3HaTb MeHsi! Bue ce6s
OT 3TOr0 HOBOT'O, HEOXHAAHHOro, HeBOOGpPA3HMOro OCKOpPG-
JleHHs, sl N03BaJ TFOPHHYHYIO, KOTOpas A0JXKHa 6hlia exaTb
¢ HaMH. OHa Toxe Gerasa Kyaa-To NMpollaTbhcst H 06bABHAA,
yto Mapbsa BacuibeBHa cediuac BOpPOTHTCA, Molla KO BCe-
HOLLLHOH.

— Kakas 6oromosnbHasn! — 3aMeTHn MHuedab.

— Kyna x oHa nowsa? — cnpocua 1.

— K Ilokposy, K TeTeHbKaM.

91 B3 ¢pypaxky.

— Bu ee He Haigere; M03BOJbTE, 1 C BaMH.

Cy6peTka mpoBoaHaa MeHs, 6aaro He aganeko. Bcenouu-
Hasl yXX KOHYHM/IaCh, PacXOAHJHCb. B cyMepkax KoHua asry-
CTa, CpelH MHOXeCTBa Hapoay, i B CaMOM JeJjie 3aTPYAHHA-
csi 6bi HaWTH Mapbio BacHabeBHy, TeM 6GoJjee 4TO OHa Onisa
3aKOCTIOMHPOBAHa.

— BoT oHH,— CcKa3ana ropHHuHasl, noka3biBasi Ha ocoly
B TEMHEHbKOM MJ/1aTbe, HEYK/I0Xe 3aKyTaHHYI0O KOBPOBHIM
NJ1aTKOM, KOTOpasi OTAeJHJachb OT TEMHOTHI, FAe npsitajach,
H JOrOHfJa KakKylo-TO [NeBUYOHKY B Topualled wasinke. Bce
3TH GHUTypbl ABHraAHCh KakK TeHH. $l nopowen H paccablluad:

— JlyHeuyka!

HeitctBUTebHO, 3TO Oblna IlyHeuka, oTcraBuiasi OT CBO-
HX OJarojeTe/ibHHL; Te YX BCIJbIBAJH Ha CBO€ KphlJIbLO.
Mapba BacuibeBHa wenTtanach ¢ AEBYOHKOH, CyHysaa eit
YTO-TO B PYKY, MOTOM ellle YTO-TO H MPHHANACH LeJOBAThCA.

— He poBosbHO H? Ycmean 6bl LeNYI0 CTAHUHIO OTb-
€XaTb,— CKa3aJj 1.
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Hyneuka y6exana, ucnyrasuwiucb. Mapbs BacHabeBHa
HCnyrajacb He MeHbllle.

— Enere au Bbl CO MHOIO MM HET? — CIIPOCHJ .

[Be npoxoasive 6apblHH 3arasiHYJH ed B JHLO.

— [lofinem,— ckasana oHa.

S1 nocagu. ee Ha APOXKKH.

— 3auem Bbl cioga Geranau?

— [lomonutbes... [1pocTutbes.

— Jla oHnH TebGs 3a nopor BbiTHaJH!..

— Hukorna! J1 cama um He cMelo nokasarbes. 1 k Hy-

— UYto THI €i oTpanar

— Tor Bekcenb, UTO pas3opBaH...

— U ewe uto?

— Ewe... Huuero.

— ToyHo HHuero?

— Cepexa, TaK, HeMHOXKO, eHi, neBouke... Hy, u um He-
MHOxKo. Cepexa, Belb Yy Hac Bce ectb! A MM 3uMa noa-
XOIMT...

— Koraa x Tbl nepecraHellb JraTb H 06MaHbIBaTb? —
BO3pa3uJ 1.

C uyBCTBHTE/NbHBIMH O0co6aMH Hafo 6paTb CBOH Mepbl...

Ho s yBe3 ee B Mocksy.

Cnauana s ocranoBuica B chambres garnies' nortom
HaHAJ 10M H ycrpouacs. Mapba BacuibeBHa He ocTaBasia
MeHsl TPH roja, nocje KOTopblx H3b6pana cebe MecTonpebhl-
BaHHeM OAHH M3 6eCUHCJEHHbIX MOHAcTbIpeH, YKpallaloUlHX
MepBONPeCTOJIbHYI0 CTONHLY. JTa MHAas ocoba yMmena yra-
HTbh OT MeHsl CYMMY, 3aMJ/auyeHHylo 3a Hee B o6HTesb. Henas-
o Florine xotena BupeTh Molo «nepByio», «Imon ancienne»?;
Mbl €3/IHJIH TyAa, H g BHAea caMm: y Mapbu BacuibeBHbl ABe
KOMHaTbl; B MOCKOBCKHX MOHAaCTbIPAX TaKHe KeJlbH He jelle-
Bbl. JTa NpelycMOTpHTeabHass oco6a TOJNbKO ouHbaach,
paccuHTbiBAs Ha MOMOLLb «AOMallHeH TeTeHbKH»; Ta pacrno-
pALHIACL OTAATb CBATHIM JIIOASIM BCE, YTO HMesa,— TOXe He
6esnenuny. He 3naio, uro cranocb ¢ CmytoBbiMH. JlyHeuky
Al KaK-TO BCTpeuas 6eralollylo ¢ KHHraMH H TeTpaasiMH; OHa
O4YeHb BbICOKO NOAHHMAaJa HOC H He yJOCTOHBaJa MHe KJja-
HATbeA. JJonxKHO 6biTh, AOCTHINIA CBOEH LleNH — BBICWIHX M0-
3HaHHH...

! Me6aupoBaunbIX KOMHATaX (¢ppany.).
«Moto GbiBUIyiO» (¢pany.).
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Bor Moe Hauasno. Sl caoman npensATCTBHA, He LaB HM
CJOMHTb ce6sl, i YKPenHJ H pPa3BHJA CBOH CHJbl; 1 MOKOPHJ
cebe XH3Hb H JoaeH, A 60poJcs U Bblliea nobeiuTeneM, H C
TexX Nop MHe BO BceM yjaaua. $ HAY MPsIMO H He 3HAI [JYNbIX
OrJIILOK: MOSI CYACTJAMBas 3Be€31a MeHA HHKOrLa He OCTaB-
asna. Mapes BacunbeBHa 6bl1a He €IMHCTBEHHAsA H He MO-
CJeHAA XKeHULIHHA Ha CBeTe...

9l nuuwy 3TH CTPOKH obecneueHHbIH, LoBoOAbHBIK. §1 yaHB-
ASJ M YOHBJSAI MOHM YMEHbEM XHTb, POCKOLIbIO, CBETCKHM
TakToM. § cuactaus...

Moe nepsoe cuacTbe 10CTaNOCh MHe He 6e3 Tpyna, H mepe-
MeHbl CcUacTbsi MPOXoAST He 6e3 3a60T... §1 3HaK, MPOTHB
3TOr0 pe3OHepbl-MOPAJIHCTHl H BCAKHE «TPYXEHHKH» HaHAyT
cKka3aTtb MHoro. Ho ec/iiH roBopfT, uTo roloBa H PyKH MOTYT
H LOJKHB 3apaboTbiBaTb HaM CylleCTBOBaHHe, TO Mode-
MY K€ Mbl He MOXXeM H He JOJIKHbl ynoTpebJ/ATb CTONbKO XKe
B JeJo Hally KpacoTy H npHBjekatenbHoctb? To H apyroe
paBHO — cNOCcOGHOCTb, CHJA, TO H Apyroe 40CTaBAsieT cpel-
CTBA; TO H Jpyroe, HakoHel, paBHO — Aap GOXKHH.



IIOCJIE IIOTOITA

IToBecTn
1881

ITo CAYUHIOCH HECKOJbKO JeT Ha3saf.

Bbl1 KoHelw Mas, AeHb THXHH, CBeTJbli, 6e3 OAHOro
06/1auKa; BeCeHHSA CbIPOCTb YyX He UyBCTBOBaJacb, HO
COJIHLE ellle He YCMeJO HaKaJHTb MOCTOBYIO H TDAHHT Ha-
6epexxHoji. CTpoeHHS H peKa OKpalIHBaJHCb KaKHM-TO 0CO-
6eHHO HeXHbIM PO30BO-ToJyObiM LIBETOM; BO3/YX, Ka3aJocCb,
ablwan, Bce 6yATO Tasa0, MSATKO, Npo3padyHo, 6e3 pe3KHX
TeHeH, 6e3 sipKHX OTOJeCKOB; TOJMbKO Ha KynoJse Mcaakus
CBeTHJICAA ero NOCTOSHHbIH KPYXXOK 30J0TbIX Touek, OYATO
BEHOK H3 3Be3]. BBepx no peke ynJbiBasa 6osbliasi JOAKA,
Harpy>xeHHasi LBETaMH H lepPeBbSIMH B KajiKaX: NMepeBO3HJH
C BbICTABKH HJIH ye3XaJli [Ja4yHHKH, 3eJleHb, TEMHbIM CTOJ-
60M, He KoJbiXxafiCb, OTpakaJjacb B BOJe; TOJbKO 6exXaJH
6esibie MOJOCKH OT BeceJ.

JeHb Obl1 He NpasgHHYHbIA, HO Aaxe JIIOAH 3aHATHIE,
TPyAOBbie, cheulallde H Te 3aMeAJs/H liard, NPpHOCTaHaB-
JHBAJHUCb OTAOXHYTb, norasgetb kpyrom. Ha HabepexkHo#
H Ha OyJabBape, riie Y OLeJHCb AepeBbs, 6biJ10 MHOTO TyJasI0-
wHx. Bce cMoTpeno Beceno.

Ha tportyape, Ha yray HabepexkHoi W nJjowanau, cobpa-
Jocb 6oJblue 1eCATKa 4YesoBeK; MeXAY HHMH ObllH NOJH-
LeHCKHe, HeLaJsieKo CTOAJH APOXKH, Kapeta. Tam »naaJH.
JKnanu oueHb 00Jr0; yTpPO MPOXOAHJO, CTAHOBHJOCH X aDKO.
Jlio6onbiTHBIE, KOTOpble MPHCOEAHHANHCb K OXHAAIOUIHM,
YXOIHJH, COCKyuHBIIHCb. [yasiomne pasowsuck. Peka
NnoTeMHesla B MOJIAHEBHOM OJiecke, 1aJb TyMaHHJACh.

Te, uTo ocraBanncb Ha TpOTyape, »KAaJH YMOPHO. ITO
6bl1a CTPAaHHO MoOJ4aauBas ToAna. Tam OblaH, KOHEYHOo,
H 3HaKOMble, HO M OHH He pa3roBapHBaJH MexXay cobolo,
pa3Be Kak-HHOYAb KOPOTKO, OJHOCJOXHO; Hallle BCero CJbl-
waJncs Bonpoc: «KoTtopbl# wac?» — M To BHoJsroJoca, oCTo-
poXHo. B Kpyxke 6blna xeHwuHHa. HuKTO He paccMorped,
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CTapa OHa HJH M0J0Ja, HHKOMY He TNPHXOIHJO Ha MbICJb
BrASiAblBATbCA B JHLIA CBOHX ToBapHuleH... Mx MoxHO 6blL10
Ha3BaTb ToBapHulaMu. HHKTO He ob6patan BHHMaHHA Ha
3Ty JKEHUIHHY, HO OHa He CTOpPOHHJAaCb OT BCeX, CMYILEH-
Haf, ycranasi. OHa pHCKHyJa MNOAOHTH K NOJHUEHCKOMY,
CTOSIBLIEMY Ha KpblJblle Y ABEPH.

— CKaxHre, CKOpO JH...

— Yero?

— KoHuntcsi... Tam?

— Ham HeH3BecTHO,— 0TBeuaJ/ OH, OTBEPTbIBASACH.

— Heab3sa au Mmue...

— Ilyckatb He BeJeHo.

— 51 oueHb ycrasa,— cKasaja OHa, CIOEpXHBaficb 10
TOrO, 4YTO MOYTH CMesJacCh.

— A, yctanu, HanpacHO NPHXOAHJH... ¥ Bac KTo Tam?

— bpar.

— JloMa Obl JOXHAAJAHCb, UTO BaM 6Or NoOLUJeT.

— Tlo3BosbTe MHe BOHTH XOTb B CEHH. $I Ha MHHYTY NpH-
cAny... S cnpAuychb... s cefiuac yHay, TONbKO 4YTO Bbl MpPHKa-
KeTe...

— Heab3s, cynapbiHs, H3BOJbTE OTOHTH,— NpepBaJ
OH, OTCTOPOHHB ee.

OHa ot6pocHaach OoT noabe3ga, NMOTAHYJa CBOH ByaJb
H pa3opBaJja ero; MejbKHYJO JHUO B KPAacCHbIX MATHAX, Bhbi-
nJaKaHHble, Bbiropeable rjasa. Octynasicb, OHa cowJa c
TpoTyapa, nepeuja K HabepexHOH, NMPHCAOHHAACL H OCTa-
Jacb HenoaBHXXHa. B cBere Bbipe3asachb ee TeMHas ¢urypa
B AJIHHHOM 3anblleHHOM nJaaTtbe. Ha Hee orasiHyanch ApyrHe
0XKHAAULHE; OTX0AA, OHA KAaK 6YATO Aajla HM MHHYTY HOBO-
ro 3aHATHA, nopa3Hoobpa3nna oblliee HanpsXKeHHOe CO-
ctosHHe. Ho ToabkKo Ha MHHYTY. Bce raasa o6paTHanch
ONATb K NOADBE3AYy, K 3aNepTbiM ABEPSM...

— O rocnoaH, CKOpO JIH? — MPOTrOBOPHJ CTapeHbKHil
FTOCMOAHH, B MJAOTHO 3aCTErHyTOM CTApOM MaJjbTO, MOXH-
MasiCb OT APOXH H NMPHNOAHHMAs (ypa)kKy, uTo6 OCBEXHTb
ronoBy.— bparteu, koropn#i yac?

— TpeTbero CcOpOK... COPOK. JABe€ MHHYTbl,— OTBeuaJ
ApYroi rocrnoiMH, CTOABWHHA noaJie, TOXe HEMOJA0AO0H, NO-
XOXHH ¢ 6paToM, HO lLeroJjeBaTbli, AO6pPbIH H BecesblH,—
TpeTbero copok aAse. IlozaHeHbko. ¥ Jlusaserol Hukonaes-
Hbl [THPOT, MOXaJyH, NPOCThIHET, a TO, ellle XYXe, nepecu-
Our, eCH BbIHYTb He A0OrajaJjHcChb.

OH 3acMesacs.

— Kak Bbl 3T0 MoXerte, 6parTell...
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— Jla uyto XK, 6aTiOWKa, NOMHAYH, UTO XK Takoe? Beab
€C/JiH 6bl Mbl BOT KaK 3TH...

OH KHBHYJN Ha [OpYTHX.

— Ecau 6 Ham npHxoaHaoCh XKAaTb-rafaTb, uto 6yderT,
6GeCNOKOHTbCA, MepeiyMbiBaTbh, Aeao apyroe.. A mu ceGe,
c1aBa 6ory, 3apaHee 3HaeM...

— TloTHwe...

— $1 1 TO THXO! — BO3pa3HJ roCnodHH H ONATb 3acMe-
fNCA.

Ha Hero orasiabiBaauchb.

— Hy Bort, paccepauancb, 4TO A He NJAAuy,— MPOAOS-
XKaa OoH rpoMko.— Yrto X, Koraa y MeHs xapakTep Tako#
pewnTenbHbid. [1Ba NeMAHHHKA y MeHSl TAM, H DHCKYIO ,
4YTO BOT, MOXeT 6bITb, B 3TY CAMYI0 MHHYTY...

— O, 6or c BaMH,— npepBaJ CTapHK.

— Uro xe? Bce MBI XXaeM, H, yXK KOHEYHO, MHOTHe H3 HAcC
TOro AOXKIYTCA, yero He )xenatwT. Boasa 6oxusa. Tel, KOHeu-
HO, OTell, Aa 4YTO XXe Aenatb. [Ipexae Obl ayMmaJj, yaepxkaJa
6bi... A Tenepb XOTb Ha CepAlle KOLWIKH, HO YTO X CJE3HYIO
KOMeIHIO NpeACTaBJATh...

— OaHakKo, 3HaeTe u4To... AOBOJbHO! — CcKasaJj, Mnoa-
XOAsl, MOJIOLOH ueJoBeK.

— Bcakuit BosieH Bbipa)kaTb CBOoe MHeHHEe, MHJOCTHBbBIH
rocyaapb,— BO3pa3uJ NJOTHHA rocnoiHH.— Bam, Moxer
6biTb, MOe He HpaBHTcA. Hy-c, a MHe MOryT He HpPaBHTbCSH
BalllM HJH Te€X, UTO TAM y BAC €CThb... 6€3 COMHEeHHA, ONH3KHE
BaM JioaH. 1 — apyrux npaBua. S pewuTesnieH W cnpaBen-
AuB. ¥ MeHft Tam ABa naeMsHHHKa. Bot ero, 6para moero,
chHOBbA. EnHHCTBeHHasa onopa cemeilcTBa-c. Matb — caa-
6as, 1a, BHAHTE, H POAHTENb He OCOOEHHO 310pOBbIH 4YeJso-
Bek. Ho 51 rosopio, uto X Takoe? Ecau 3acnyxuau...

Monono# uvenoBek ortouwen. [pyrHe NPHCYIIHBAJHCh.

Cpean rpo60BOH THLIHHBLL, B KOTOPOi#l KaK-TO XOTesa0Chb
ewe 6oJblue 3aTHXHYTb, CIPATATbCA, ObiThb elle 6ogbluie 0O1-
HOMY — OCMeJHJICA pa3AaThCst 3TOT rPoMKHii rosoc. OH Tpe-
BOXHJ CJYX, MOAHHMAJ HerojoBaHHe, Tep3as H BAPYr Kak-
TO cTpaHHo ob6oapsaa. Cembsi B rope pajna NMPHXOAY MOCTO-
poHHero; K Oe3HaleXHO OGONbHOMY 30BYT 3Haxaps. 3To
6bl10 4TO-TO noxosee. JIIOAH CTOPOHHJAHCH ApPYr OT ApYra,
MeX1y TeM KaK BCAKHH 3HaJ, 4TO fAeJo y Bcex — obiuee,
yTo 3a60Ta — 0L HA, YTO He MOXKeT ObiTb Ja)e rJa1yno oTaa-
asiouero JoxHoro ctoiga. Ho Besikomy 6b10 10 TOro XaJfb
TOJbKO ce6s, TOJbKO C80oux, 0O TOro AyMaJoCb TOJbKO O
CBOEM, UTO YyXKoe, OJHHAKOBOe, BHAHMOE rope — Ka3asaocb
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6yATO He rope, a TakK 4TO-TO JHIUHee, Gecnokosiulee, He-
MPHATHBIH NpeAMET, Ha KOTOPbI CMOTPETL He XOTeaoCh.
Fope 03106Ha0 10 Henpusa3Hu... K BAPYr KTO-TO 3aroBopua
rpoMko. UTo 6bl HM TOBOPHJOCH, HO TOBOPHJIOCH TPOMKO.
Crano 6biTb, 370 MOXHO?.. CTano GbiTb, [AE-TO MOXKET TaHTb-
cA Kakaa-Hn6yab Hajpexna? Her, nadexda — cka3aTb MHO-
ro, HO... uTO-TO. YTO-TO HeomnpejeneHHO CBeTsAllee; 4TO-TO,
Kak BOT ceHduyac, cTpys BO31yXa C peKH, NpoxJaana, oT Ko-
" TOpOH UyTb-uyTb MOIUHPE B3AO0XHYJOCb H MPHUIOAHSJIHCD
ronosbl... Haap roaoBamu G6YyATO UTO [aBHT, KaK HH3KHH
ceoa. Her, Beab Tam Tostbko He60, HO 3TOT CBOA YX TakK
BbICOK, UYTO BbIIPSAMHTbCA, B3IVISHYTb — CTPAlIHO: BAPYr
pyxuer. FonoBa u ruercs, xaer yaapa. Ho urto ecau, Mmo-
XeT OblTh. ..

— TIlonaBa#t! — 3akpuuan wBeiuap ¢ noabe3aa.

B pacnaxHyBWIHXCA ABepAX, B r.1y6HHe ceHel, 3aMebKa-
JH JIO4H, OJECHYJIH PYXbA.

— Tlonapait! — noBTOopHA wWwBeHUuap, MaxHyB Kapere,
KOTOpas CTOA/a B CTOPOHE, ubsA-TO 6apckas Kapera.

Ha kpblnblle cpead Toanbl NOKa3aJjach XXeHllHHa, 6ora-
Taf, CyAA MO HapAdy, OHa OuJacb HA pYKax LUEroJbCKH
O/leTOrO TOCMOAHHA; APYras, HeMOJOAAN XEHLULHHA, C NMOCH-
HeJbIM, HCKaXX€HHbIM JHLOM, MOAXBaTHJa ee MOA TOJOBY;
KTO-TO MOAHAJ CKATHBILIYIOCA WIJANKY, pa3MeraJduch beno-
KYpO-ceible BOJOCHI.

— Cawa! Cama! — KpHuana marb.

[ocnoaHH BTOJMIKHY. ee B Kapery.

— Jlomoi#i! — 3akpH4as OH, 3axJONbIBAA ABepLy.

— OTHX BOH NMPOMYCKAIOT...— CKa3a/a KTO-TO.

Bce, uto 6bl10 HA TpOTyape, XJbIHYJIO K KPblablly; MOJH-
UeHCKHe OTrOHAJH.

— Tot yero xe? Tol Kyaa »e? — MOBTOPHJA MJOTHHIA
rocnoAnH crapuky.— Camu BhiAyT. Beab yx ckasaHo Te-
6e, Beab YX 3Haeulb Tbl... Bboka /soMartb noHanpacHy... BH-
AHWb, CONAATHL... .

M3 BopoT Muanuch ABe KapeTbi C ONYLIEHHbIMH CTOPAaMH.
Moaono#t yenoBek BCKOYH Ha Tym6y.

— [lpowma#dite! — 3akpuuan oH.

CrapHk, 11aTafaChb, MPHCJAOHHJICA K CTeHe.

— [ocnonu, Heyxean X o6MaHyaH? — npoulentan As-
as.— Focnoan nomuayi...

On 3ameraJcs, OrisiAbIBasiCh.

— He npocmotpenu au?.. [lo3BosnbTe, nponycrure...
3, Aa BOT OHH, Ueabl! — 3akpH4yan oH 6pary, ykasbiBas Ha:
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IBYX MOJIOAbIX JioJeH, KOTOpble, MPOTECHACh HaKOHel, CXO-
IOHJH C TJIaBHOTO KPblbLA.

CTapHK CTYNOHJ Lar HaBCcTpeuy...

— Hy, Hy, Ha yauue-to, Ha yaule! — OCTAaHOBHJA ero
6pat.— [loBo3aepxHTechb, noJaHO... 34paBCTBYHTe, MOJOA-
Lbl, MO3ApaBJsdlo,— O6paTH/CA OH K NJaeMsHHHKam.— Bce-
BOJOA, A3 Thl, HHKAK, PacTo/CTeJ] Ha Ka3eHHOM-To. 3apaB-
creyiite. Hy, Tenepb aoMo#, nopa IoMOH; MaTb XIeT He
noxaercs... Hukonaii!l.. [la BoinycTH Thl HX, pOodHOH 6aTiOW-
ka! He pactawnws, ed-6ory... Mnem. MU3Bo3uuku tyT, Haem.
BceBosion, Mbl ¢ To6oH camem?

— C BaMH, Aaas, C BaMH,— OTBeyaJ CTaplUHH, KpacH-
Bbi, BBICOKHH MaJ/bili; ero A0OpOAYLIHOE, CHJbHOE JIHLO
rasi1eso MArKO H3-nol BOHJOYHOH LIANLI, H3-3a KOCMaThiX
yepHbIX BOJIOC, pyMsiHOe, ApKoe, Becesoe. Ha MosoaoMm veno-
BeKe OblJIO CHHee MaJbTO, HEJOBKOe H MOTEpPTOe, HO OHO TakK
IO KO BCeH 3TOH OXHBJEHHOH, CBOGOAHOH ¢Hrype, 4TO
Heib3s OblJ10 BOOOpPAa3HTb HHYEro Jyuyillle H >XHBOMHCHeE;
TPOMKHH rojoc Obi1 OCOGEHHO 3ByYeH, pa3MallHCTbie [IBH-
XeHHsl — 0co6eHHO cKaaaHbl. OH Obla pal, OTKPOBEHHO
panoBaJcsA, BH3blBaJ paaoBaThCA.

Jaas rasgen H xoxoTad.

— Ox, no6utb Te6A xouercsl — cKasal OH CKBO3b
cJIe3nl.

— Tloroaute, noma,— otBeyas BceBosoa H KPHKHYA: —
H3aso3unk!

— JIByX Hano: BOH — enyT... A 4TO, Belb Jy4llle BbILLJIO,
KaK 3apaHee-TO i BaM 1aJ. 3HaTb, YTO BH MpolleHH... Yero
TOJNbKO, TroNy6UHK, MHe 3TO CTOHJo! mpoBeaaTb Aa co006-
IIHTb... BHAHLIb: Hallero KasHaues 6par...

— 3710 aoma, asas.

— Tloxanay#; HesMoBKO 34ecb... A Beab Jyulue, 4yTO BaM
3apaHee OblJIO H3BeCTHO; Bce-TakH, 3Haeuwb, 6oapee aepxKa-
JHCDb, a?

. — 1, uto x... A Hukonait — oH Bce paBHO KOH(DY3HJ-
ca. Hy, na uto toskoBaTh.

— YcneeM elle HaTONKOBAaTbCA!

— Her, yx noBosbHO H TOro, 4to 6b10. DH, H3BO3UHK,
ckopee!

OH MaxHyJ ApOXKaM, KOTOpHe MoAbe3xaJH.

— Ha Tleckn, ao6e3nbii,— 3aroBopua asas,— o6a B
OlHO MeCTO; BOH elle ABa ceaoka... [la nanre xe! — o6pa-
THJICA OH K cTapHKy H Hukosalo, koTopble OTCTaJH.
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