Shel Silverstein
Verse

SOMEBODY HAS TO

Somebody has to go polish the stars,
They’re looking a little bit dull.
Somebody has to go polish the stars,
For the eagles and starlings and gulls
Have all been complaining
they’re tarnished and worn,

They say they want new ones we cannot afford.

So please get your rags
And your polishing jars,
Somebody has to go polish the stars.

SNOWBALL

[ made myself a snowball
As perfect as could be.

[ thought I'd keep it as a pet
And let it sleep with me.

[ made it some pajamas
And a pillow for its head.
Then last night it ran away,
But first-it wet the bed

LITTLE PIG’S TREAT

Said the pig to his pop,

«There’s the candy shop.

Oh, please let’s go inside.

And I promise [ won’t

Make a kid of myself

[f you give me a people-back ride».

ANTEATER

«A genuine anteater»,

The pet man told my dad.
Turned out, it was an aunt eater,
And now my uncle’s mad!
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lllen CuabBepcraiiH
CtuxoTBOpeHus

[TYCTb )KE KTO-HHMBY/1b

[TycTb 2Ke KTO-HUOYb 3BE3/IbI OTIOJIUPYET
YK CJIMILIKOM HEB3pauHbl OHH.

[TycTb 2Ke KTO-HUOYIb 3BE3/IbI OTIOJUPYET,
Benpb uaiiku, CKBOPLIbI M OpJibl

[oBopHT,

4TO MOPAJIKOM OHH IMTOTYCKHEJIN

1 HOBBIX XOTAT, 4TOO MOJIyUllIe TOPeJIH.
Tak BbIHbTE 2Ke 1IETKH,

Wb yTBapsb apyryio,

[IycTb ke KTo-HHOYb 3BE3J1bl OTIOJIUPYET.

CHE)KHbBI KOM

Caenuit cebe s1 CHEXKHBIF KOM,
OH uynHbIN ObLT TAKOH.
[Tutomuem, nymas, OyaeT MHe,
M Gynet cnaThb co MHOM.
Hanen emy nuzkamy 4,
[Tonyuikoit nogesucs.

A nporioit Houblo OH cHexall,
Ho npexne — obmounics.

YIOBOJIbCTBHUE J1/1 TOPOCEHKA

Pas roBopus NopocéHoK ¢ OTLOM:
«ToprytoT B KHOCKE BOT B TOM JIEJICHIIOM.
JlaBaii-ke, npoliy s1, 3aliéM.

1 tebe obelato

He nypauuthes 1,

Ecsn Ha cnivHax Jiofiefi nokaTach BEpXoM.

MYPABDBE]

«DTO UUCTOKPOBHBIA MypaBbe», —
[lane B Marasune npoaasel, ckasadl.

Ho okasanocs, uto 6b11 3170 Mypaen,

N tét MypbIH My2K COH BOBce noTepsi!
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ADVICE

William Tell, William Tell,

Take your arrow, grip it well,

There’s the apple-aim for the middle —
Oh well...you missed by a little.

TICKLISH TOM

Did you hear ,bout Ticklish Tom?

He got tickled by his mom.

Wiggled and giggled and fell on the floor,
Laughed and rolled right out the door.
All the way to school and then

He got tickled by his friends.

Laughed till he fell off his stool,
Laughed and rolled right out of school
Down the stairs and finally stopped
Till he got tickled by a cop.

And all the more that he kept gigglin’,
All the more folks kept ticklin’.

He shrieked and screamed and rolled around,
Laughed his way right out of town.
Through the country down the road,
He got tickled by a toad.

Past the mountains across the plain,
Tickled by the falling rain,

Tickled by the soft brown grass,
Tickled by the clouds that passed.
Giggling, rolling on his back

He rolled on the railroad track.
Rumble, rumble, whistle, roar —
Tom ain’t ticklish any more.

BEAR IN THERE

There’s a polar bear

In our Frigidaire —

He likes it ,cause it‘s cold in there.
With his seat in the meat
And his face in the fish
And his big hairy paws

In the buttery dish,

He’s nibbling the noodles,
He’s munching the rice,
He’s slurping the soda,
He’s licking the ice.

And he lets out a roar

[f you open the door.

COBET

Buabsm Tesib, Busbsam Tedib,
CrpeJty BO3bMHU, HallpaBb-Ka B 11eJb,
Bot 516J104K0 BHYTPH KPy>KKa —
Ofi... mpomasai Thl cjierka.

CMEILJIMBBIF TOM

3naete Bol Cmenwnusoro Toma?

Ero 3aiekorasna mama joma.

On xoxoTaJi, U3BUBAJICSI, Ha T10J1 [TOBAJIUJICS,
1 Tak ke, cmesich, 3a IBepb MOKATUJICS.
1 1o wikosbl BCto gopory

JIpy3bsi LIeKOTaAIHU €ro MOHEMHOTY.

Tam oH co cTyna B utore cpajuscs,

M npsiMo 3a 1IKOJIbHYIO IBEPb TOKATHJICS,
[To cTynenbkam OH BHU3 OCKaKaJ OUeHb PE3KO
Tam ero 3aiekoTast NoJULEHCKH.

1 uem GoJiblile OH X0X0TalJl,

Tem GoJibliie KaxKAbli ero 1eKoTaJl.
Cwmesiyicst OH, BU3»KaJl, KATUJICS,

1 3a ropoiom Tak ouyyTuJcs.

Tpacca, npuroposn, u3byiku —
3alleKkoTaau ero Tam JISryHuiKy.

B ropsl, 3atem Ha paBHUHY NoNajg —

Tam ero 10x/b 3aleKoTall.

[IlekoTana ero cyxast TpaBa,

[IlekoTasa ero 06J1aKOB CHHEBA.

On xox0TaJ ¥ CKakaJl Ha CIHHE,

Ha »kesie3H010pOKHOM BOT OH MOJIOTHE.
[poxort, CBUCT U péB oToM —

He cmetuB yxk 60Jblie Tom.

TAM JKUBET MEJIBE/Ib

B moposuJike, Tam, rje Jén,

Y Hac MenBe/b Oesbli XKUBET —
Jlio6ut xoa01. OH KJIaAET

3aj cBOM NPSMO B MSICO,

A mMopjy npsiMo B phiOy,

A MoxHaTbIe Jlanuia —

[Ipsimo B Macsia riibioy.

OH rpbI3€T TaM MaKapoHbl,

OH Tam puc Kyer,

C 1IyMOM COJIOBYIO TSIHET,

U nosnsbiBaer JEL

1 on oueHb rpOMKO BOET,

Ecsin 1Bepb KTO-TO IBEPb OTKPOET.
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And it gives me a scare
To know he’s in there —
That polary bear

In our Fridgitydaire.

TRYING ON CLOTHES

[ tried on the farmer’s hat,
Didn’t fit...

A little too small — just a bit
Too floppy.

Couldn’t get used to it,

Took it off.

[ tried on the dancer’s shoes,
A little too loose.

Not the kind you could use
for walkin’.

Didn’t feel right in ,em,
Kicked ,em off.

[ tried on the summer sun,

Felt good.

Nice and warm — knew it would.
Tried the grass beneath bare feet,
Felt neat.

Finally, finally felt well dressed,
Nature’s clothes fit me best.

SCALE

[f I could only see the scale,

[’'m sure that it would state

That I've lost ounces...maybe pounds
Or even tons of weight.

»You'd better eat some pancakes —
You’re skinny as a rail.«

[’'m sure that’s what the scale would say...

[f I could see the scale.

OBEDIENT

Teacher said, »You don’t obey.
You fidget and twidget

And won’t sit down.

So go stand in the corner now
‘Til I say you can turn around.«

OH mHe cTpaxy 3a1aét —

Yt006 3HAJI 51, YTO OH TaM XKUBET, —
ITOT MULLKA MOJISIPHOBBIN

B mMoposu/ike Mep3/030BOH.

[TPUMEPKA OE)KbI

depmepcKylo LISy 5§ TPUMEPHI,
Ona He nojolIa...

Ha mHe cumesia miioxo u Oblia
HemHoxkko masnoBara,

Ha rosioBy Hexopotio JerJa.

$1 ¢ rosioBbI €€ CTsHYyJI.

$1 Tanouku GaJieTHbIE HALEJ —
XO/IUTb Be3Jie 51 B HUX XOTeI.

Ho ner, Takue npocto He yaen —
BesnkoBatbl

W He ynoGHbl ObIK MHE OHH,

$1 ux mopaJibilie 3alBbIPHY.I.

Sl leTHee npumMepusI CoHLLE,

Yro 3a 1MBO —

Meue Tenuio B HEM U KPacHBO.
TpaBy noj HOTH MOAJIOKUT —
Torna ytot s outytuJ.

Hakownel, HakoHel| XOpoLIO 1 OJIET,
[IpuponHoii ofgexx/pbl Jyyllie HeT.

BECHI

Cmor Obl 51 BeCbl YBUJIETD,

Tak ckasasnu 6 oHM MHe

Yo g cOpoCH MHOTO YHLIMH (HJIH (PYHTOB),
A MoXeT ObITh U TOHH BIIOJIHE.

«[Toes 6B OJUHUUKOB €1 —
Xy10# Thl CTaJ1, KaK OCb» —
Becnbl 6 ckazasu, ecin Obl
Mtue ux yBUIETb y1aJ0Ch.

[TOCJIYILIHBIN

Yuusika ckasana: «Bot Henocsyuinbiit!
Thl KpyTHILIbCS, BEPTHILILCS,

N He yitmérbcs.

[Tofiaum »ke U B yros1 HeMeJIEHHO CTaHb.

Korna paspetiry — Jiniib Toraa o6epHELbCs ».



So there I stood till it got dark

Without a whimper or a tear,

‘Til everybody else went home.

[ guess that she forgot me here.

And that was Friday, so I stayed

All through the weekend — being good,
And Monday was the first day of
Summer vacation, so I stood

Through hot July and sticky August,
Tryin’ to obey her rule.

Stood right there until September,
When — yikes — they closed down the school!
Boarded up the doors and windows,
Moved to a new one way ,cross town.
So here ['ve stood for forty years

In dark and dust and creaky sounds,
Waiting for her to say, »Turn around.«

This might not be just what she meant,
But me — I’'m so obedient.

NO, THANK YOU

No I do not want a kitten,
No cute, cuddly kitty-poo,
No more long hair in my cornflakes,
No more midnight meowing mews.

No more scratchin’, snarlin’, spitters,
No more sofas clawed to shreds,

No more smell of kitty litter,

No more mousies in my bed.

No I will not take that kitten —

I've had lice and I've had fleas,

['ve been scratched and sprayed and bitten,
I've developed allergies.

[f you’ve got an ape, I'll take him,

[T you have a lion, that’s fine,

[f you brought some walking bacon,
Leave him here, I'll treat him kind.

[ have a room for mice and gerbils,

I have beds for boars and bats,

But please, please take away that kitten —
Quick — ‘fore it becomes a cat.

Well... it is kind of cute at that.

W Tak §1 cTosi1 TaM 1oKa He CTEMHEJO.

He cMest HM BCXJIMITHYTh, HU CJ1€3bI 51 IPOPOHUTD,
A Bce yke TOMO# YIIIH U3 ILIKOJIbI

1 060 mHe oHa ycniesa no3aobiThb.

To 6bL710 B ISITHHUILLY, U 51

[Tocsty1iHO BBIXOHBIE TTPOCTOSL,

A noHene/IbHUK MEPBLIM THEM

Kanukys 6bl1 — 1 51 3aCTpsi

Ha Becb utosib ¥ 3HONHBIN aBryCT,

Crapasich BBITOJHUTD MPUKA3.

Tak npocrosin 10 centaops,

W TyT 3aKpbliK LIKOJYy — BOT Te pas!
3aKoJIOTHJIH JIBEPH, OKHA,

Bceennsncs B 111Kosly MOHOBEH.

S npocTosia 31ech COPOK JieT

B nbliu v ThbMe, 10J1 CKpUI IBEpeH,

Beé xnaJ, uto ckaxket: « O6epHUCh CKopei!»

OHa, ObITb MOYKET, ITO BCE COUTET HEHYIKHBIM,
Ho 51 — Ho 51 BeJib OblJ1 TAKUM MOCJIYLIHbBIM.

HET, CITACUBO

Her, He xouy s1 KOTEHKa,

He xouy 51 nymimceTbix 3Bepsr,

He Xxouy BUIETb BOJIOCHI B XJIOMbSIX,
He so6u1t0, Koria rpoMKo Mypuar.

He xouy ux, ckpeOyumx, Kycauux,
Ha nuBanax — cJie1oB UX KOrTeH,
He xouy 51 0TX0/10B KOLIAUbKX,

He xouy 51 B noctesin MblileH.

Hert, 1 BCé »k He BO3bMY 51 KOTEHKA —
Bblsin BlIM TYT, U 6JIOXH TaKue,

Bl McKycaH s BeChb, H He TOJIbKO,
Havanach y mens aneprus.

[Ipenyioxkute 06€3bsiHy — s He YCTpalIyCh,
Y Bac jieB — Tak 3T0 Be/lb OTJIMYHO.

Jlarke Ha «OIKOH XOJSTUHH» COTJIAITYCh,
OcrapJistiiTe — 1M03a60UyCh JIHUHO.

MecTo ecTb 151 JIETYUHX MbILLIEH H TYLIKAHOB,

1 nnst kabaHoB He OYJIET TeCeH JIOM.

Tonbko, ymoJisito, KOTEHKa 3a6epuTe —

BricTpo! — noka oH He cTai elé KOToM.
Brnipouewm, Kak pa3 npesiectb MoKeT ObIThb U B TOM.



MIRROR, MIRROR

QUEEN:
Mirror, mirror

on the wall,
Who is the fairest

of them all?

MIRROR:
Snow White, Snow White,
Snow White —
['ve told you
a million times tonight.

QUEEN:
Mirror, mirror on the wall,
What would happen if I let you fall?
You’d shatter to bits with a clang and a crash,
Your glass would be splintered

— swept out with the trash,
Your frame would be bent,

lying here on the floor —

MIRROR:

Hey...go ahead, ask me just once more.

QUEEN:
Mirror, mirror

on the wall,
Who is the fairest

of them all?

MIRROR:

You — you — It’s true,

The fairest of all is you — you — you.
(Whew!)

3EPKAJIbLIE

KOPOJIEBA:

CBeT Mo, 3epKaJiblle, CKaxH,
Jla Bcio npasy 10J10KH,

Kro na cBere Bcex muiiee,
Bceex pymsiHedi u Gesee?

3EPKAJIBLIE:
beJsiocuexkka, besocnexkkal
Hy yero npucrana?

51 Tebe 310 32 Beuep
MuJinoH pas ckasaga.

KOPOJIEBA:

CBeT Mo, 3epKaJiblle, CKaxH,

Jla Bcio npaBjy pacckaxH,

Kaxk Torna Thl 3aroéliiib,

Ecau Ha noJ ynaaéiib?

PazneTarcs 0CKOJIKH ¢ TPECKOM 1 3BOHOM,
M BBIMETYT ¢ MyCOpPOM CTEKJ1a U3 JI0Ma,
Pamy HeHy»KHYI0 6POCST B IpsI3H...

3EPKAJIBLIE:

Oii, Hy-Ka CHOBA MeHsl Thl CIIPOCH.

KOPOJIEBA:

CBeT Mo, 3epKaJiblle, CKaxH,
Jla Bcio npapy 10J102KH

Kro na cBere Bcex muiiee,
Bceex pymsiHedi u Gesee?

3EPKAJIBLIE:
Thi, ThI, HET GOJIbLIE KPACOTHI,
Bceex Ha cBeTe Kpaule Tbl.

(Yx ThI!)



